MINUTES
BOARD OF EDUCATION
June 9, 2025

7:00 PM

President Dave Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with the following members
in attendance:

I.  Call Meeting to Order

[LA. Roll Call

I.B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

I.C. Motion to excuse Betsy Frerichs from the June 9, 2025 school board meeting.

Motion to excuse Betsy Frerichs from the June 9, 2025 school board meeting. This motion,
made by Jeff Argo and seconded by Debra Schlake, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

II. Approval of Minutes from the May 12, 2025, Regular Board Meeting

Motion to approve minutes from the May 12, 2025, Regular Board Meeting. This motion,
made by Dana Dorn and seconded by Jared McKeever, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

III. Communications, Audiences, and Recognitions

III.A.Public comments will not be received after this period of time. Public comment period is
limited to 5 minutes per person and a total of 30 minutes overall.

IV. Financial Statement: Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action
IV.A. Approval of Bills

IV.ALL. General Fund, Special Building Fund, Depreciation Fund, and Qualified Capital
Purpose Undertaking Fund Claims



Motion to approve the general fund, special building fund, depreciation fund, and qualified
capitol purpose undertaking fund claims. This motion, made by Debra Schlake and seconded
by Jeff Argo, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

IV.A.2. Lunch & Activity Claims

V. Support Service

V.A. Facility Update

V.B. Personnel Items

V.C. Technology Update

VI. Administrative and Committee Reports

VIA. Student Board Member Report
VI.B.Elementary Principal's Report

VI.C.Secondary Principal's Report

VILD. Superintendent's Report

VII. Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action
VILA. Set Breakfast, Lunch, and Milk Prices for the 2025-2026 School Year

Motion to raise breakfast, lunch, and milk prices by $0.15 for the 2025-2026 school year.
This motion, made by Debra Schlake and seconded by Dana Dorn, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

VILB. Policy Review - Policy 5001: Compulsory Attendance and Excessive
Absenteeism & Policy 5054: Student Bullying

VIIL.C. Approval of Policy 5018: Parent Involvement in Education Practices & Policy
5057: District Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy

Motion to approve Policy 5018: Parent and Guardian Involvement in Education Practices &
Policy 5057: District Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy. This motion, made by
Jared McKeever and seconded by Debra Schlake, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1



VIL.D. Approval of Policy 5045: Student Fees

Motion to approve Policy 5045: Student Fees. This motion, made by Dana Dorn and
seconded by Jeff Argo, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

VILE. Annual School Board Policy Updates

Motion to approve the following policy updates: 1002, 2006, 2008, 3003, 3004.1, 3023,
3026, 3036, 3043, 3047, 3057, 4051, 4057, 4059, 5001, 5015, 5016, 5018, 5031, 6031, 6034,
6044, 6045. This motion, made by Debra Schlake and seconded by Jared McKeever, passed.
Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

VILF. Option Enrollment Applications
VIII. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m. This motion, made by Jeff Argo and seconded
by Debra Schlake, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared McKeever: yes, Debra
Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

BY
President of the Board of Education

Of this School District

ATTEST
Secretary of the Board of Education

of this School District



84-1407. Act, how cited. Sections 84-1407 to 84-1414 shall be known and
may be cited as the Open Meetings Act.

84-1408. Declaration of intent; meetings open to public. It is hereby
declared to be the policy of this state that the formation of public policy is
public business and may not be conducted in secret.

Every meeting of a public body shall be open to the public in order that
citizens may exercise their democratic privilege of attending and speaking at
meetings of public bodies, except as otherwise provided by the Constitution
of Nebraska, federal statutes, and the Open Meetings Act.

84-1409. Terms, defined. For purposes of the Open Meetings Act, unless the
context otherwise requires:

(1)(a) Public body means (i) governing bodies of all political subdivisions of
the State of Nebraska, (ii) governing bodies of all agencies, created by the
Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant to law, of the
executive department of the State of Nebraska, (iii) all independent boards,
commissions, bureaus, committees, councils, subunits, or any other bodies
created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant to law,
(iv) all study or advisory committees of the executive department of the State
of Nebraska whether having continuing existence or appointed as special
committees with limited existence, (v) advisory committees of the bodies
referred to in subdivisions (i), (ii), and (iii) of this subdivision, and (vi)
instrumentalities exercising essentially public functions; and

(b) Public body does not include (i) subcommittees of such bodies unless a
quorum of the public body attends a subcommittee meeting or unless such
subcommittees are holding hearings, making policy, or taking formal action
on behalf of their parent body, except that all meetings of any subcommittee
established under section 81-15,175 are subject to the Open Meetings Act, (ii)
entities conducting judicial proceedings unless a court or other judicial body
is exercising rulemaking authority, deliberating, or deciding upon the
issuance of administrative orders, and (iii) the Judicial Resources
Commission or subcommittees or subgroups of the commission;

(2) Meeting means all regular, special, or called meetings, formal or informal,
of any public body for the purposes of briefing, discussion of public business,
formation of tentative policy, or the taking of any action of the public body;
and

(3) Virtual conferencing means conducting or participating in a meeting
electronically or telephonically with interaction among the participants
subject to subsection (2) of section 84-1412.

84-1410. Closed session; when; purpose; reasons listed; procedure; right
to challenge; prohibited acts; chance meetings, conventions, or
workshops.

(1) Any public body may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a
majority of its voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the
protection of the public interest or for the prevention of needless injury to the
reputation of an individual and if such individual has not requested a public
meeting. The subject matter and the reason necessitating the closed session
shall be identified in the motion to close. Closed sessions may be held for, but
shall not be limited to, such reasons as:

(a) Strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate
purchases, pending litigation, or litigation which is imminent as evidenced by
communication of a claim or threat of litigation to or by the public body;

(b) Discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices;

(c) Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct;
(d) Evaluation of the job performance of a person when necessary to prevent
needless injury to the reputation of a person and if such person has not
requested a public meeting;

(e) For the Community Trust created under section 81-1801.02, discussion
regarding the amounts to be paid to individuals who have suffered from a
tragedy of violence or natural disaster; or

(f) For public hospitals, governing board peer review activities, professional
review activities, review and discussion of medical staff investigations or
disciplinary actions, and any strategy session concerning transactional
negotiations with any referral source that is required by federal law to be
conducted at arms length.

Nothing in this section shall permit a closed meeting for discussion of the
appointment or election of a new member to any public body.

(2) The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session. The entire
motion, the vote of each member on the question of holding a closed session,
and the time when the closed session commenced and concluded shall be
recorded in the minutes. If the motion to close passes, then the presiding
officer immediately prior to the closed session shall restate on the record the
limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The public body holding
such a closed session shall restrict its consideration of matters during the
closed portions to only those purposes set forth in the motion to close as the
reason for the closed session. The meeting shall be reconvened in open session
before any formal action may be taken. For purposes of this section, formal
action shall mean a collective decision or a collective commitment or promise
to make a decision on any question, motion, proposal, resolution, order, or
ordinance or formation of a position or policy but shall not include negotiating
guidance given by members of the public body to legal counsel or other
negotiators in closed sessions authorized under subdivision (1)(a) of this
section.

(3) Any member of any public body shall have the right to challenge the
continuation of a closed session if the member determines that the session has
exceeded the reason stated in the original motion to hold a closed session or
if the member contends that the closed session is neither clearly necessary for
(a) the protection of the public interest or (b) the prevention of needless injury
to the reputation of an individual. Such challenge shall be overruled only by
a majority vote of the members of the public body. Such challenge and its
disposition shall be recorded in the minutes.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that any meeting be
closed to the public. No person or public body shall fail to invite a portion of
its members to a meeting, and no public body shall designate itself a
subcommittee of the whole body for the purpose of circumventing the Open
Meetings Act. No closed session, informal meeting, chance meeting, social
gathering, email, fax, or other electronic communication shall be used for the
purpose of circumventing the requirements of the act.

(5) The act does not apply to chance meetings or to attendance at or travel to
conventions or workshops of members of a public body at which there is no
meeting of the body then intentionally convened, if there is no vote or other
action taken regarding any matter over which the public body has supervision,
control, jurisdiction, or advisory power.

84-1411. Meetings of public body; notice; method; contents; when
available; right to modify; duties concerning notice; virtual conferencing
authorized; requirements; emergency meeting without notice;
appearance before public body.

(1)(a) Except as provided in subsection (9) of this section, each public body
shall give reasonable advance publicized notice of the time and place of each
meeting as provided in this subsection. Such notice shall be transmitted to all
members of the public body and to the public.

(b)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of this section, in the case
of a public body described in subdivision (1)(a)(i) of section 84-1409 or such
body's advisory committees, such notice shall be given by:

(A)(I) Publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the public
body's jurisdiction that is finalized for printing prior to the time and date of
the meeting, (II) posting on such newspaper's website, if available, and

(IIT) posting on a statewide website, if available, established and maintained
as a repository for such notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers. Such
notice shall be placed in the newspaper and on the websites by the newspaper;
or

(B)(I) Posting to the newspaper's website, if available, and (II) posting to a
statewide website, if available, established and maintained as a repository for
such notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers if no edition of a
newspaper of general circulation within the public body's jurisdiction is to be
finalized for printing prior to the time and date of the meeting. Such notice
shall be placed in the newspaper and on the websites by the newspaper.

(ii) In the case of the governing body of a city of the second class or village,
any advisory committee of such governing body, or the governing body of a
rural or suburban fire protection district, such notice shall be given by:
(A)(I) Publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the public
body's jurisdiction that is finalized for printing prior to the time and date of
the meeting, (II) posting on such newspaper's website, if available, and(III)
posting on a statewide website, if available, established and maintained as a
repository for such notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers. Such notice
shall be placed in the newspaper and on the websites by the newspaper;
(B)(I) Posting to the newspaper's website, if available, and (II) posting on a
statewide website, if available, established and maintained as a repository for
such notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers if no edition of a
newspaper of general circulation within the public body's jurisdiction is to be
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finalized for printing prior to the time and date of the meeting. Such notice
shall be placed in the newspaper and on the websites by the newspaper; or
(C) Posting written notice in three conspicuous public places in such city,
village, or district. Such notice shall be posted by the public body in the same
three places for each meeting.

(iii) In the case of a public body not described in subdivision (1)(b)(i) or (ii)
of this section, such notice shall be given by a method designated by the public
body.

(iv) In case of refusal, neglect, or inability of the newspaper to publish the
notice, the public body shall (A) post such notice on its website, if available,
(B) request the newspaper submit a post on a statewide website, if available,
established and maintained as a repository for such notices by a majority of
Nebraska newspapers, and (C) post such notice in a conspicuous public place
in such public body's jurisdiction. The public body shall keep a written record
of such posting pursuant to subdivision (1)(b)(iv)(A) and (C) of this section
and a written record of the request to the newspaper pursuant to subdivision
(1)(b)(iv)(B) of this section. The record of such posting shall be evidence that
such posting was done as required and shall be sufficient to fulfill the
requirement of publication.

(c) In addition to a method of notice required by subdivision (1)(b)(i) or

(ii) of this section, such notice may also be provided by any other appropriate
method designated by such public body or such advisory committee.

(d) Each public body shall record the methods and dates of such notice in its
minutes.

(e) Such notice shall contain an agenda of subjects known at the time of the
publicized notice or a statement that the agenda, which shall be kept
continually current, shall be readily available for public inspection at the
principal office of the public body during normal business hours. Agenda
items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give the public reasonable notice of
the matters to be considered at the meeting. Except for items of an emergency
nature, the agenda shall not be altered later than (i) twenty-four hours before
the scheduled commencement of the meeting or (ii) forty-eight hours before
the scheduled commencement of a meeting of a city council or village board
scheduled outside the corporate limits of the municipality. The public body
shall have the right to modify the agenda to include items of an emergency
nature only at such public meeting.

(2)(a) The following entities may hold a meeting by means of virtual
conferencing if the requirements of subdivision (2)(b) of this section are met:
(i) A state agency, state board, state commission, state council, or state
committee, or an advisory committee of any such state entity;

(i) An organization, including the governing body, created under the
Interlocal Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the Municipal
Cooperative Financing Act;

(iii) The governing body of a public power district having a chartered territory
of more than one county in this state;

(iv) The governing body of a public power and irrigation district having a
chartered territory of more than one county in this state;

(v) An educational service unit;

(vi) The Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council;

(vii) An organization, including the governing body, of a risk management
pool or its advisory committees organized in accordance with the
Intergovernmental Risk Management Act;

(viii) A community college board of governors;

(ix) The Nebraska Brand Committee;

(x) A local public health department;

(xi) A metropolitan utilities district;

(xii) A regional metropolitan transit authority; and

(xiii) A natural resources district.

(b) The requirements for holding a meeting by means of virtual conferencing
are as follows:

(i) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given as provided in subsection
(1) of this section, including providing access to a dial-in number or link to
the virtual conference;

(i) In addition to the public’s right to participate by virtual conferencing,
reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to
attend at a physical site and participate as provided in section 84-1412,
including reasonable seating, in at least one designated site in a building open
to the public and identified in the notice, with: At least one member of the
entity holding such meeting, or his or her designee, present at each site; a
recording of the hearing by audio or visual recording devices; and a
reasonable opportunity for input, such as public comment or questions, is
provided to at least the same extent as would be provided if virtual
conferencing was not used;

(iii) At least one copy of all documents being considered at the meeting is
available at any physical site open to the public where individuals may attend
the virtual conference. The public body shall also provide links to an
electronic copy of the agenda, all documents being considered at the meeting,
and the current version of the Open Meetings Act; and

(iv) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision or subsection (4) of
section 79-2204, no more than one-half of the meetings of the state entities,
advisory committees, boards, councils, organizations, or governing bodies are
held by virtual conferencing in a calendar year. In the case of (a) an
organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity
or natural gas, (b) an organization created under the Municipal Cooperative
Financing Act, (C) a governing body of a risk management pool and any
advisory committee of such governing body, or (D) any advisory committee
of any state entity created in response to the Opioid Prevention and Treatment
Act, such organization, governing body, or committee may hold more than
one-half of its meetings by virtual conferencing if such organization holds at
least one meeting each calendar year that is not by virtual conferencing.

(3) Virtual conferencing, emails, faxes, or other electronic communication
shall not be used to circumvent any of the public government purposes
established in the Open Meetings Act.

(4) The secretary or other designee of each public body shall maintain a list
of the news media requesting notification of meetings and shall make
reasonable efforts to provide advance notification to them of the time and
place of each meeting and the subjects to be discussed at that meeting.

(5) When it is necessary to hold an emergency meeting without reasonable
advance public notice, the nature of the emergency shall be stated in the
minutes and any formal action taken in such meeting shall pertain only to the
emergency. Such emergency meetings may be held by virtual conferencing.
The provisions of subsection (4) of this section shall be complied with in
conducting emergency meetings. Complete minutes of such emergency
meetings specifying the nature of the emergency and any formal action taken
at the meeting shall be made available to the public by no later than the end
of the next regular business day.

(6) A public body may allow a member of the public or any other witness to
appear before the public body by means of virtual conferencing.

(7)(a) Notwithstanding subsections (2) and (5) of this section, if an emergency
is declared by the Governor pursuant to the Emergency Management Act as
defined in section 81-829.39, a public body the territorial jurisdiction of which
is included in the emergency declaration, in whole or in part, may hold a
meeting by virtual conferencing during such emergency if the public body
gives reasonable advance publicized notice as described in subsection (1) of
this section. The notice shall include information regarding access for the
public and news media. In addition to any formal action taken pertaining to
the emergency, the public body may hold such meeting for the purpose of
briefing, discussion of public business, formation of tentative policy, or the
taking of any action by the public body.

(b) The public body shall provide access by providing a dial-in number or a
link to the virtual conference. The public body shall also provide links to an
electronic copy of the agenda, all documents being considered at the meeting,
and the current version of the Open Meetings Act. Reasonable arrangements
shall be made to accommodate the public’s right to hear and speak at the
meeting and record the meeting. Subsection (4) of this section shall be
complied with in conducting such meetings.

(c) The nature of the emergency shall be stated in the minutes. Complete
minutes of such meeting specifying the nature of the emergency and any
formal action taken at the meeting shall be made available for inspection as
provided in subsection (5) of section 84-1413.

(8) In addition to any other statutory authorization for virtual conferencing,
any public body not listed in subdivision (2)(a) of this section may hold a
meeting by virtual conferencing if:

(a) The purpose of the virtual meeting is to discuss items that are scheduled
to be discussed or acted upon at a subsequent non-virtual open meeting of the
public body;

(b) No action is taken by the public body at the virtual meeting; and

(c) The public body complies with subdivisions (2)(b)(i) and (ii) of this
section.

84-1412. Meetings of public body; rights of public; public body; powers
and duties.

(1) Subject to the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to attend and
the right to speak at meetings of public bodies, and all or any part of a meeting
of a public body, except for closed sessions called pursuant to section 84-
1410, may be videotaped, televised, photographed, broadcast, or recorded by
any person in attendance by means of a tape recorder, a camera, video
equipment, or any other means of pictorial or sonic reproduction or in writing.
Except for closed sessions called pursuant to section 84-1410, a public body
shall allow members of the public an opportunity to speak at each meeting.
(2) It shall not be a violation of subsection (1) of this section for any public
body to make and enforce reasonable rules and regulations regarding the
conduct of persons attending, speaking at, videotaping, televising,
photographing, broadcasting, or recording its meetings, including meetings
held by virtual conferencing.

(3) No public body shall require members of the public to identify themselves
as a condition for admission to the meeting nor shall such body require that
the name of any member of the public be placed on the agenda prior to such
meeting in order to speak about items on the agenda. The body shall require
any member of the public desiring to address the body to identify himself or
herself, including an address and the name of any organization represented by
such person unless the address requirement is waived to protect the security
of the individual.

(4) No public body shall, for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings
Act, hold a meeting in a place known by the body to be too small to
accommodate the anticipated audience.

(5) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds its
meeting in its traditional meeting place which is located in this state.

(6) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds a
meeting outside of this state if, but only if:

(a) A member entity of the public body is located outside of this state and the
meeting is in that member’s jurisdiction;

(b) All out-of-state locations identified in the notice are located within public
buildings used by members of the entity or at a place which will accommodate
the anticipated audience;

(c) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to
attend, hear, and speak at the meeting, including making virtual conferencing
available at an instate location to members, the public, or the press, if
requested twenty-four hours in advance;

(d) No more than twenty-five percent of the public body’s meetings in a
calendar year are held out-of-state;

(e) Out-of-state meetings are not used to circumvent any of the public
government purposes established in the Open Meetings Act; and

(f) The public body publishes notice of the out-of-state meeting at least
twenty-one days before the date of the meeting in a legal newspaper of
statewide circulation.

(7) Each public body shall, upon request, make a reasonable effort to
accommodate the public’s right to hear the discussion and testimony
presented at a meeting.

(8) Public bodies shall make available at the meeting or the instate location
for virtual conferencing as required by subdivision (6)(c) of this section, for
examination and copying by members of the public, at least one copy of all
reproducible written material to be discussed at an open meeting, either in
paper or electronic form. Public bodies shall make available at least one
current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room at a
location accessible to members of the public. At the beginning of the meeting,
the public shall be informed about the location of the posted information.
84-1413. Meetings; minutes; roll call vote; secret ballot; when; agenda
and required on ;s when.

(1) Each public body shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time,
place, members present and absent, and the substance of all matters discussed.
(2) Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded
shall be by roll call vote of the public body in open session, and the record
shall state how each member voted or if the member was absent or not voting.
The requirements of a roll call or viva voce vote shall be satisfied by a public
body which utilizes an electronic voting device which allows the yeas and
nays of each member of such public body to be readily seen by the public.
(3) The vote to elect leadership within a public body may be taken by secret
ballot, but the total number of votes for each candidate shall be recorded in
the minutes.

(4) The minutes of all meetings and evidence and documentation received or
disclosed in open session shall be public records and open to public inspection
during normal business hours.

(5) Minutes shall be written or kept as an electronic record and shall be
available for inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened
meeting, whichever occurs earlier, except that cities of the second class and
villages may have an additional ten working days if the employee responsible
for writing or keeping the minutes is absent due to a serious illness or
emergency.

(6) Beginning July 31, 2022, the governing body of a natural resources
district, the city council of a city of the metropolitan class, the city council of
a city of the primary class, the city council of a city of the first class, the
county board of a county with a population greater than twenty-five thousand
inhabitants, and the school board of a school district shall make available on
such entity’s public website the agenda and minutes of any meeting of the
governing body. The agenda shall be placed on the website at least twenty-
four hours before the meeting of the governing body. Minutes shall be placed
on the website at such time as the minutes are available for inspection as
provided in subsection (5) of this section. This information shall be available
on the public website for at least six months.

84-1414. Unlawful action by public body; declared void or voidable by
district court; when; duty to enforce open meeting laws; citizen’s suit;
procedure; violations; penalties.

(1) Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a
public body made or taken in violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be
declared void by the district court if the suit is commenced within one hundred
twenty days of the meeting of the public body at which the alleged violation
occurred. Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action
of a public body made or taken in substantial violation of the Open Meetings
Act shall be voidable by the district court if the suit is commenced more than
one hundred twenty days after but within one year of the meeting of the public
body in which the alleged violation occurred. A suit to void any final action
shall be commenced within one year of the action.

(2) The Attorney General and the county attorney of the county in which the
public body ordinarily meets shall enforce the Open Meetings Act.

(3) Any citizen of this state may commence a suit in the district court of the
county in which the public body ordinarily meets or in which the plaintiff
resides for the purpose of requiring compliance with or preventing violations
of the Open Meetings Act, for the purpose of declaring an action of a public
body void, or for the purpose of determining the applicability of the act to
discussions or decisions of the public body. It shall not be a defense that the
citizen attended the meeting and failed to object at such time. The court may
order payment of reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs to a successful
plaintiff in a suit brought under this section.

(4) Any member of a public body who knowingly violates or conspires to
violate or who attends or remains at a meeting knowing that the public body
is in violation of any provision of the Open Meetings Act shall be guilty of a
Class IV misdemeanor for a first offense and a Class III misdemeanor for a
second or subsequent offense.
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MINUTES
BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 12, 2025
7:00 PM

I. Call Meeting to Order

President Dave Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the following members
were present: Betsy Frerichs, Dana Dorn, Dave Zimmerman, Jared McKeever, & Jeff Argo. The
following administrators were present: Kane Hookstra, Jeff Murphy, & Christopher Prososki.

Reasonable advance publicized notice of the meeting was given according to law by publishing,
a designated method for giving notice of the school district. Posted Location:

¢ Fairbury Journal-News

Posted Date: 5/7/2025

Reasonable advance notice was simultaneously given to board members and a copy of their
acknowledgment of receipt of notice and the agenda attached. All proceedings hereafter shown
were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

ILA. Roll Call
I.B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

President Dave Zimmerman announced that a complete copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings
Act was posted on the back of the board of education meeting room.

I.C. Motion to excuse Debra Schlake from the May 12, 2025, school board meeting

Motion to excuse Betsy Frerichs and Debra Schlake from the May 12, 2025, school board
meeting. This motion, made by Jared McKeever and seconded by Dana Dorn, passed.
Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Debra Schlake: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared
McKeever: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 4, no: 0, Absent: 2

II. Approval of Minutes from the April 14, 2025, Regular Board Meeting

Motion to approve minutes from the April 14, 2025, Regular Board Meeting. This motion, made
by Jared McKeever and seconded by Dana Dorn, passed.

Betsy Frerichs: Absent, Debra Schlake: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Jared
McKeever: yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 4, no: 0, Absent: 2

III. Communications, Audiences, and Recognitions

ITII.A. Public comments will not be received after this period of time. Public comment period is
limited to 5 minutes per person and a total of 30 minutes overall.



IV. Financial Statement: Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action
IV.A. Approval of Bills

IV.A.1. General Fund, Special Building Fund, Depreciation Fund, and Qualified Capital Purpose
Undertaking Fund Claims

Motion to approve the general fund, special building fund, depreciation fund, and qualified
capitol purpose undertaking fund claims. This motion, made by Jared McKeever and seconded
by Betsy Frerichs, passed.

Debra Schlake: Absent, Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Betsy Frerichs: yes, Jared McKeever:
yes, David Zimmerman: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

IV.A.2. Lunch & Activity Claims
V. Support Service
V.A. Facility Update

John Eisenhauer provided the school board with a written report on a new fan motor for the
oven, bus issues, working on the remodeling of the old offices, and working on summer
projects.

Dr. Prososki noted that due to the issues at the federal level and the tariff war, the air
conditioning project will not start until the middle or the end of June now. He is hopeful that the
project will still be complete before school starts, but everything is a disaster at the federal level.
In addition, the architect decided to make an addendum, and add Dens-Deck to the roof project
over the Jr./Sr. High School gym.

V.B. Personnel Items

At the elementary school, especially in the primary grades, we are seeing an increased number of
students that are struggling to regulate themselves and their emotions. Dr. Prososki noted that in
his person opinion, this has been caused by (1) lost socialization during the pandemic, (2) busier
parents/parents that struggle with basic parenting skills, and (3) stimulation from screen time. As
Albert Einstein said... Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting
different results. With that being said, Southern is planning on adding another day for the ESU 5
mental health counselor in our district. Next school year, they will spend 1.5 days at the
Elementary School and 0.5 days at the Jr./Sr. High School.

V.C. Technology Update
VI. Administrative and Committee Reports
VI.A. Student Board Member Report

VI.B. Elementary Principal's Report



The elementary principal reported on the following items: current enrollment figures, presented a
capstone project to the NAESP leadership team, 14 students attended kindergarten step up day,
school resource deputy presenting to Sth and 6th graders on social media safety, band concert,
NSCAS incentive day, upcoming field trips, and kindergarten graduation.

Kane did not that Jenilee Wright may not be able to get out of her contract with Beatrice Public
Schools, pending they cannot find a suitable replacement for the fall. If this is indeed the case,
Southern may have to look at having one section of kindergarten next school year.

VI.C. Secondary Principal's Report

The secondary principal reported on the following items: current enrollment figures, last day of
school, alternative school update, senior scholarship interview day, Honors Night, JAG, and
graduation.

VL.D. Superintendent's Report

Dr. Prososki went over the annual preschool advisory meeting minutes, and he went over a draft
of the assessment calendar for the 2025-2026 school year. Dr. Prososki said that Dr. Moon stated
that she couldn't complete the budget with all of the changes that have been made in the past
years, and he said he would be willing to complete the budget for Southern for a fee. He noted
that the Hastings board said he could spend up to 2 days to complete this task. The district could
also go with someone else, and they would charge a lot higher fee. Dr. Prososki noted that if LB
682/AM 566 passes, it prohibits superintendents from receiving any other income besides their
school salary, hence he could not complete the budget for Southern. Dr. Prososki noted that he
does not know how it is legal to dictate what someone does in their free time, and why should a
superintendent go to jail or be fined for mowing their neighbor's yard for a measly $20? Dr.
Prososki noted that Perry Law firm said that superintendents are the most hated profession in the
state of Nebraska, and LB 682/AM 566 validates this. Next, Dr. Prososki gave the school board
an update on LB 645, in which the state plans to raid the teacher retirement account to help fund
the self-inflected budget crisis at the state level that was caused by the income and corporate tax
cuts. Dr. Prososki said that he was selected to pilot a Nebraska Collaborative Learning Network
course put out by NCSA, NDE, and higher education institutes. From here, Dr. Prososki went
over the presenters for next school year, and he gave the school board an update on the QCPUF
bond. Lastly, Dr. Prososki noted that the district is in an outstanding financial spot, and the
district has the ability to construct a practice gym at the elementary school within our current
budget through a seven-year lease purchase agreement. The school board will ultimately need to
decide if they want to go this route. The district cash reserves have increase by $4.5 million
dollars over the last 7-years, and the school board said they would also like to add a preschool
classroom, and build a track. Dr. Prososki said he would have preliminary numbers for the June
school board meeting regarding some future facility projects.

VII. Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action
VIL.A. Approval of the Jr./Sr. High School Gym Roof Bid

Motion to approve Dynasty for the Jr./Sr. High School roof bid. This motion, made by Jared
McKeever and seconded by Dana Dorn, passed.



yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1
VIL.B. Set Activity Prices for the 2025-2026 School Year

Motion to keep the activity prices the same for the 2025-2026 school year. This motion, made by
Dana Dorn and seconded by Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

The admission prices for the 2025-2026 school year will be $6 for adults, $4 for students. The
prices for passes for the 2025-2026 school year will be $50 for adults, $30 for students, and $90
for families. These are also the same prices that the other Pioneer Conference schools charge.

VIIL.C. Approval of Milk Bids for the Southeastern Nebraska Milk Cooperative for the 2025-
2026 School Year

Motion to approve the escalating and de-escalating milk bid from Hiland Dairy for the 2025-
2026 school year. This motion, made by Jeff Argo and seconded by Jared McKeever, passed.
yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

Southern Public Schools is a member of the Southeastern Nebraska Milk Cooperative and the
purpose of the cooperative is to achieve lower milk prices in an effort to save the district money.
The Southeastern Nebraska Milk Cooperative consists of the following districts: Diller-Odell,
Fairbury, Meridian, Milford, Southern, Tri County, & Wilber-Clatonia.

VIL.D. Set the Annual Student Fees Hearing for June 9, 2025, at 6:40 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High
School Boardroom in Wymore, Nebraska

Motion to set the annual student fees hearing for June 9, 2025, at 6:40 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High
School boardroom in Wymore, Nebraska. This motion, made by Jared McKeever and seconded
by Jeff Argo, passed.

yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

Dr. Prososki noted that school districts in Nebraska are required by law to have a Student Fees
hearing. Dr. Prososki said that no changes have been made to Policy 5045: Student Fees over the
past couple of years. These are also the same fees that local ESU 5 schools utilize in our area. Dr.
Prososki said that Policy 5045: Student Fees serves as a placeholder for sponsors or coaches that
may want to complete some extra activities during the school year. The majority of the fees in
Policy 5045: Student Fees are not imposed on students, and in many cases, they can elect if they
want to pay, for example, a $30 fee to take their laptop home with them during the school year or
not.

VILE. Set the Annual Parental Involvement Hearing and the Annual Title I Parental Involvement
Hearing for June 9, 2025, at 6:50 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High School Boardroom in Wymore,
Nebraska

Motion to set the annual parental involvement hearing and the annual Title I parental
involvement hearing for June 9, 2025, at 6:50 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High School boardroom in



Wymore, Nebraska. This motion, made by Dana Dorn and seconded by Jeff Argo, passed.
yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

VILF. Option Enrollment Applications
VIII. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. This motion, made by Jeff Argo and seconded by
Jared McKeever, passed.
yes: 5, no: 0, Absent: 1

The next Regular Board meeting is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., June 9, 2025, at Southern Jr./Sr.
High School Boardroom in Wymore. The Board of Education will usually adhere to the
sequence of the published agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the order of items if necessary
and may elect to amend the agenda as deemed necessary.

BY
President of the Board of Education
Of this School District

ATTEST
Secretary of the Board of Education
of this School District



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO WISH TO SPEAK:
This is the portion of the meeting when members of the public may
speak to the board about matters of public concern.

Getting Started: When you have been recognized, please
identify yourself, including an address and the name of any
organization you represent. The board may waive the address
requirement to protect the security of the individual.

Time Limit: The board will generally allow a total of 30 minutes
for the presentation of all public comments. Individuals may
speak only one time, and must limit comments to around 5
minutes. If there are more than 6 individuals who wish to
address the board, the 30 minutes will be divided equally
between the number of speakers. These time limits may be
changed by a majority vote of the board members in attendance
to extend the time for a specific item or speaker.

Personnel or Student Topic: If you are planning to speak
about a personnel or a student matter involving an individual,
please understand that the district has a complaint policy and/or
procedures to resolve such complaints and concerns. The Board
requests that you follow the policy and procedures before
addressing these matters with the Board. Board members will
generally not respond to any questions you ask or comments
about individual staff members or students.

General Rules: This is a public meeting for the conduct of
business. @ Comments from the audience while others are
speaking will not be tolerated. Lewd, obscene, profane,
slanderous, threatening and hostile conduct or statements and
fighting words (words whose mere utterance entails a call to
violence) will not be tolerated.

No Action by the Board: The board will not act on any matter
unless it is on the published agenda.



BUS AND VEHICLE INFORMATION MAY 27, 2025

BUS # CHASSIS BODY CURRENT GENERAL NORMAL OWNED OR
YEAR MAKE MAKE MILEAGE CONDITION USE LEASED
2023 (23A) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 3464.2 EXCELLENT ROUTE SCHOOL OWNED
71 PASS.

2022 (22A) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 20964.8 EXCELLENT ACTIVITY SCHOOL OWNELD
65 PASS.

2020 (20A) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 32888.7 EXCELLENT ACTIVITY SCHOOL OWNELD
65 PASS.

2016 (16A) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 121604.2 VERY GOOD iROUTE SCHOOL OWNEL
65 PASS.

2016 (16B) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 67225.2 VERY GOOD iROUTE SCHOOL OWNELD
59 PASS.

2016 (16C) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 85398.7 VERY GOOD iROUTE SCHOOL OWNELD
59 PASS.

2004 (04) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 115311.6 GOOD SPARE SCHOOL OWNELD
59 PASS.

2001 (01) BLUE BIRD BLUE BIRD 1371081 GOOD SPARE SCHOOL OWNELD
53 PASS. FOOTBALL PRACTICE

VAN 2016 DODGE (MINIVANPURCHASED 10/2362868 GOOD SPED ROUTE SCHOOL OWNELD

HANDICAP
VAN 2015 DODGE (MINIVANPURCHASED 2015i114624 GOOD SPED ROUTE SCHOOL OWNELD




WHITE CAP.7
VAN 2013 FORD VAN 3 PURCHASED 2014:86337.2 GOOD LUNCH VAN SCHOOL OWNELD
VAN 2012 DODGE (MINIVANPURCHASED 2013:89536 EXCELLENT SPED SCHOOL OWNEL
RED CAP.7
VAN 2010 CHEVY #1 PURCHASED 2013:113238 GOOD ACTIVITY SCHOOL OWNELD
CAP. 9 PLUS DRIVER
VAN 2010 CHEVY #2 PURCHASED 2009:;93447 GOOD ACTIVITY SCHOOL OWNEL
CAP. 9 PLUS DRIVER
VAN 2003 FORD N/A 96065 GOOD EQUIPMENT/ SCHOOL OWNEL
VAN 03 NO STUDENTS
PICK-UP 06 CHEVY PURCHASED 2009:134087 GOOD MAINT. SCHOOL OWNEL
PICK-UP 08 GMC PURCHASED 2019;127907 GOOD MAINT. SCHOOL OWNEL
SUBURBAN 2 :iCHEVY PURCHASED 2025:2213 EXCELLENT ACTIVITY SCHOOL OWNEL
CAP. 8 PLUS DRIVER
SUBURBAN 3 :{CHEVY PURCHASED 2024i10496 EXCELLENT ACTIVITY SCHOOL OWNEL
CAP. 8 PLUS DRIVER
SUBURBAN 4 :CHEVY PURCHASED 2024:9156 EXCELLENT ACTIVITY SCHOOL OWNEL

CAP.8 PLUS DRIVER




Nebraska Department of Revenue, Property Assessment Division
2024 to 2025 Real Property Value Percentage Change by County

Residential & [ Resid & Rec Commercial Commercial AgOutbldg & AgOutbldg & Total Total Real Total Real
County Recreational (& AgResid % & Industrial & Industrial FarmsiteLand FarmsiteLand | Agricultural Property Property
& AgResid | change excl. % change % change % change % change Land % change % change
% change growth excl. growth excl. growth % change excl. growth

1 Adams 7.40% 6.54% 26.30% 23.71% 4.27% 3.67% 10.91% 11.60% 10.79%

2 Antelope 15.90% 13.92% 2.38% 1.02% 4.98% -1.85% 29.55% 24.53% 23.87%

3 Arthur 3.02% -1.15% 0.00% 0.00% 4.12% 4.12% 0.00% 0.27% 0.00%

4 Banner 37.92% 36.49% 59.44% 59.44% 59.31% 33.17% 11.43% 14.62% 13.79%

5 Blaine 6.05% 5.82% 6.39% 1.62% 0.70% -5.49% 9.27% 8.74% 8.51%

6 Boone 3.13% 2.30% 1.44% 0.08% 2.09% -0.77% 16.89% 13.72% 13.44%

7 Box Butte 14.97% 14.25% 11.24% 5.17%) 28.33% -5.04% 29.60% 20.97% 19.12%

8 Boyd 8.00% 6.02% 12.08% 0.58% 1.27% 0.11% 15.91% 14.54% 14.11%

9 Brown 13.38% 12.04% 8.16% 5.75%) -7.39% -20.52% 6.58% 7.17% 6.24%
10 Buffalo 7.53% 6.58%) 8.36% 3.11%)| 7.48% -5.19% 22.66% 11.65% 10.01%
11 Burt 12.65% 11.35% 4.28% 1.36% -1.08% -3.97% 6.12% 7.30% 6.78%
12 Butler 10.46% 8.68% 1.66% 0.53%| 1.37% -2.94% 23.86% 18.87% 18.19%
13 Cass 8.20% 7.24% 8.51% 6.96% 7.93% 6.86% 23.43% 12.73% 12.01%
14 Cedar 16.62% 14.85% 9.07% 1.17% 3.76% -1.68% 28.50% 25.07% 24.37%
15 Chase 14.95% 14.27% 6.93% -0.14% 2.92% 1.19% 9.47% 10.05% 9.37%
16 Cherry 15.77% 14.53% 3.91% 2.09% 13.49% 8.70% 9.58% 10.37% 10.03%
17 Cheyenne 9.83% 9.23% 11.84% 5.74% -0.55% -5.96% 7.14% 8.68% 7.37%
18 Clay 10.11% 8.79% 1.10% -1.05% 6.95% 4.06% 18.03% 15.57% 15.16%
19 Colfax 7.71% 6.04% 14.15% 7.76% 14.18% 12.35% 9.09% 9.22% 8.28%
20 Cuming 11.40% 10.27% 19.14% 18.15% 13.62% 10.27% 14.57% 14.08% 13.61%
21 Custer 14.99% 14.05% 6.61% 6.43%) 11.08% 1.65% 3.79% 6.36% 5.82%
22 Dakota 10.68% 9.83%)| 4.30% 3.04%| 20.49% 11.35% 24.82% 13.80% 13.04%
23 Dawes 6.31% 5.24% 2.88% 1.07%| 2.78% -7.19% 5.25%) 5.42% 4.56%
24 Dawson 7.24% 6.16%)| 2.39% -1.65% 3.45% -2.01% 26.52% 13.77% 12.76%
25 Deuel 5.28% 2.83% 6.97% 3.71% 8.16% 3.92% 10.75% 8.89% 7.73%
26 Dixon 12.15% 11.13% 1.73% 1.39% 12.30% 4.05% 19.97% 17.48% 17.08%
27 Dodge 6.11% 5.39% 9.46% 4.95% 12.07% 9.99% 8.29%) 7.52% 6.40%
28 Douglas 7.26% 6.07% 5.73% 4.46% 0.37% -0.71% 22.95% 6.93% 5.73%
29 Dundy 10.50% 9.79% 3.27% 3.24% 109.94% -19.11% 5.20% 8.46% 4.63%
30 Fillmore 8.90% 6.90% 12.03% 8.56%) 0.98% -1.42% 3.15% 4.25% 3.77%
31 Franklin 10.07% 9.21%) 3.82% 1.03% 1.29% 1.29% 6.69% 6.84% 6.63%
32 Frontier 11.41% 10.47% 22.82% 12.59% 8.50% 6.36%) 13.73% 13.21% 12.67%
33 Furnas 17.77% 17.12% 4.60% -0.04% 0.64% 0.18% 9.68% 10.63% 10.23%
34 Gage 15.68% 14.78% 2.70% 1.93%| 13.78% 5.44% 25.47% 19.47% 18.88%
35 Garden 9.79% 7.09%| 4.98% 4.05% 15.14% 13.75% 2.96% 4.22% 3.80%
36 Garfield 6.26% 4.76% 25.59% 23.03%| 2.03% -0.52% 22.56% 17.92% 17.35%
37 Gosper 7.20% 5.02%| 0.98% 0.90%] 1.20% 0.24% 24.59% 18.41% 17.71%
38 Grant -0.43% -0.75% -1.21% -1.21% -0.69% -0.69% 10.18% 9.05% 9.02%
39 Greeley 31.43% 27.72% 9.32% 8.18% 22.37% 19.62% 14.61% 16.75% 16.19%
40 Hall 7.86% 6.87% 14.35% 4.09% -0.25% -3.01% 10.94% 9.88% 6.89%
41 Hamilton 16.17% 13.61% 22.78% 11.86% 6.40% 6.14% 0.00% 5.56% 4.19%
42 Harlan 10.23% 8.54% 5.49% 4.13% 99.49% 94.20% 6.63% 9.17% 8.63%
43 Hayes 1.99% 0.07% 25.32% 20.44% 1.12% -0.94% 15.42% 14.04% 13.72%
44 Hitchcock 3.44% 3.10%) 0.14% 0.07% 11.05% 0.98% 17.67% 11.46% 11.03%
45 Holt 7.91% 6.41%) -7.68% -10.44% 4.99% 3.21%) 22.01% 17.87% 17.45%
46 Hooker 9.74% 5.70%)| 22.24% 5.98%) 8.54% -8.56% 7.41% 8.55% 7.01%
47 Howard 13.78% 12.28% 1.16% 0.72%| 25.38% 23.42% 9.76% 11.38% 10.78%
48 Jefferson 6.22% 4.92% 33.92% 33.42% 15.87% 13.90%| 13.03% 12.82% 12.41%
49 Johnson 6.73% 4.91% 5.97% -0.30% 13.98% 8.26% 28.52% 21.16% 20.22%
50 Kearney 5.33% 4.58% 4.16% 0.08% 2.37% 0.22% 18.49% 14.32% 13.90%
51 Keith 3.59% 2.58% 4.08% -0.15% 3.91% 1.06% 23.16% 11.15% 10.19%
52 Keya Paha 0.54% 0.54% 0.00% 0.00%| 5.07% -0.24% 17.33% 15.57% 15.43%
53 Kimball 14.42% 10.77% 31.69% 9.48% 12.52% 0.32% 11.29% 15.77% 9.81%




Nebraska Department of Revenue, Property Assessment Division
2024 to 2025 Real Property Value Percentage Change by County

Residential & [ Resid & Rec . Commercial AgOutbldg & Total Total Real
County Recreational |& AgResid % SLOIIE g:;r;:i & Industrial l?agr(r)nl;i)eliiri FarmsiteLand | Agricultural 1;’:::)2:;] Property
& AgResid | change excl. % change % change % change % change Land % change % change
% change growth excl. growth excl. growth | % change excl. growth

54 Knox 8.86% 6.86%) 0.99% -5.87% 17.76% -12.32% 7.78% 8.07% 6.53%
55 Lancaster 10.37% 9.08% 6.69% 4.36% -2.40% -2.87% 42.28% 10.53% 9.02%
56 Lincoln 6.86% 5.77% 8.24% 2.30% 2.06% 0.24% 8.81%) 7.69% 6.32%
57 Logan 1.91% 0.28% 11.05% 1.81% 4.87% -0.09% 5.18% 4.94% 4.65%
58 Loup 1.97% 1.10% 39.58% 34.82% -1.52% -3.81% 24.55% 18.98% 18.69%
59 Madison 10.69% 9.67% 13.56% 8.87% 5.02% 2.29% 9.00%| 10.52% 9.20%
60 McPherson 6.05% 5.36% 7.72% 4.35% 4.16% 2.90% 6.53% 6.49% 6.44%
61 Merrick 10.41% 8.88%) 18.42% 14.46% -3.67% -9.05% 5.98% 7.96% 7.06%
62 Morrill 2.97% 1.80%) -0.38% -0.53% 6.03% 2.92% 13.96% 9.79% 9.33%
63 Nance 11.72% 10.40% 3.62% 3.42%) 3.39% 1.03%| 21.13% 18.26% 17.92%
64 Nemaha 6.71% 5.39%)| 5.31% 5.22%) 18.01% 0.11%| 14.85% 12.47% 11.67%
65 Nuckolls 5.33% 3.91%)| 0.80% 0.72%| 1.70% -0.11% 12.20% 10.35% 10.10%
66 Otoe 8.19% 6.97%| 3.65% 2.34%| 5.32% 0.28%| 20.59% 13.87% 13.19%
67 Pawnee 20.72% 20.46% 0.80% 0.80% 15.97% 13.85% 13.16% 13.70% 13.60%
68 Perkins 10.88% 10.19% 0.52% 0.06%| 1.58% 0.30% 7.45% 7.38% 7.23%
69 Phelps 13.71% 12.36% 0.94% 0.05% 4.71% 2.38% 14.75% 13.41% 12.97%
70 Pierce 2.23% 1.34% 1.91% 0.38% 4.53% -0.23% 14.29% 10.61% 10.19%
71 Platte 9.54% 7.89% 4.09% 1.80% 4.14% 1.85% 9.92% 8.78% 7.66%
72 Polk 14.30% 12.64% -30.30% -30.58%) 1.42% -0.25% 19.78% 16.20% 15.78%
73 Red Willow 8.32% 6.75% 3.87% 1.22% 8.84% 8.84%) 13.52% 9.80% 8.79%
74 Richardson 5.46% 3.71%) 35.76% 19.72% 4.68% -8.26% 16.35% 14.16% 12.90%
75 Rock 4.20% 3.64%) 0.47% 0.47% 5.17% 0.89% 25.80% 22.76% 22.61%
76 Saline 15.22% 14.31% 0.50% -0.50% 15.32% 12.32% 9.96% 11.21% 10.74%
77 Sarpy 7.96% 5.52%) 6.21% 2.98% -1.56% -1.56% 20.78% 7.63% 5.03%
78 Saunders 7.71% 5.05%| 23.89% 18.48% 4.62% 1.76%, 6.11%) 7.74% 5.99%
79 ScottsBluff 7.33% 6.97%| 11.80% 11.49% 3.82% 2.33% 14.50% 9.21% 8.90%
80 Seward 8.38% 6.65% 8.94% 4.96% 9.88% 6.28% 14.01% 11.15% 10.08%
81 Sheridan 3.17% 2.36% -0.01% -0.01% 12.85% 6.06% 6.67% 5.92% 5.56%
82 Sherman 7.68% 7.21% 0.42% -1.16% 1.31% -0.23% 25.51% 20.20% 20.00%
83 Sioux 13.96% 11.74% 44.39% 41.51% 77.38% 73.27% 10.46% 13.35% 12.98%
84 Stanton 5.09% 4.12% 15.41% -2.27% -36.75% -38.22% 28.96% 19.14% 18.23%
85 Thayer 10.21% 9.06% 3.77% 3.30% 6.89% 4.20% 3.90% 4.88% 4.62%
86 Thomas 4.12% 3.46%) 1.72% -0.57% -2.86% -7.08% 0.00%| 0.68% 0.43%
87 Thurston 13.27% 11.48% 3.41% 2.06% 13.35% 12.07% 10.60% 10.93% 10.58%
88 Valley 30.61% 28.96% 11.78% 9.19%)| -1.75% -7.89% 4.66% 10.17% 9.48%
89 Washington 9.36% 8.39%)| 8.09% 7.66% 14.20% -5.92% 15.30% 10.66% 9.59%
90 Wayne 9.79% 8.71% 4.03% 3.61%| 19.74% 15.67%)| 15.09% 13.25% 12.91%
91 Webster 1.10% 0.55%| -6.77% -9.47% 6.90% -2.31% 6.54% 5.09% 4.57%
92 Wheeler 10.93% 8.63% 4.75% 1.82% 19.99% 18.71% 15.83% 15.43% 15.16%
93 York 45.65% 44.10% 13.64% 8.50% 55.78% 50.27% 18.38% 24.62% 23.64%

State Totals 8.81% 7.44% 7.21% 4.53% 8.35% 2.99% 14.53% 10.40% 9.21%




1526 K Street, Suite 400

P.O. Box 94816

Lincoln, NE 68509-4816
Phone: 402-471-2053
Toll Free: 800-245-5712

Fax: 402-471-9493
npers.ne.gov

NEBRASKA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEMS

LB645 Notification
School Plan Employee and Employer Contribution Rate Changes
Effective July 1, 2025

On May 6, 2025, Governor Jim Pillen sighed LB645 into law which changes contribution rates
for the School Employees Retirement System (“the Plan”). The contribution rate for
members, employers, and the State of Nebraska will now be dependent on the funded
status of the Plan as determined by the independent, third-party actuarial valuation report.

The contribution rates will change on July 1, 2025, for employees, employers, and the State.
LB645 states the contribution rates shall be calculated as of July 1 each year and will be
based on the actuarial value of assets in the Plan as of the most recent actuarial valuation
report presented to the Public Employees Retirement Board (“the Board”). Generally, the
Board receives the Plan actuarial valuation report each November. The funded status in the
report will determine the contribution rate to be implemented July 1 of the next year.

Funded Status Employee Employer State
100% or above 7.25% 7.32% 0.0%
Between 98% and less than 100% 8.00% 8.08% 0.7%
Between 96% and less than 98% 8.75% 8.84% 0.7%
Less than 96% 9.75% 9.85% 2.0%

IMPORTANT: This rate is subject to change every fiscal year (July 1) based on the most
current actuarial valuation report. It is your responsibility to ensure you make the
required changes (when applicable) each year.

As of the most recent actuarial valuation report presented to the Board on November
18, 2024, the funded status of the Plan was 99.91%. Therefore, on July 1, 2025, the
new contribution rate for employees will be 8.00% and the employer contribution
rate will be 8.08%.

» Allwages and contributions that will be reported on the Wage and Contribution
Report dated 7/1/2025 - 7/31/2025 must reflect the new contribution rate.




National Coalition for

PUBLIC EDUCATION

KEEP PUBLIC FUNDS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
OPPOSE SPENDING $20 BILLION FOR A

NATIONAL PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHER
PROGRAM.

The Educational Choice for Children Act, included in the
May 14" House Ways & Means Committee reconciliation
package, would give away $5 billion for 4 years to fund
private school vouchers. Vouchers divert funds from
public schools to subsidize/pay for students, many who
already attend private schools. Private schools cherry
pick which students they want to admit, resulting in
discrimination.

DO NOT UNDERMINE PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
INCLUDING RURAL SCHOOLS.

e Our families, communities and futures depend on the
quality of public education we provide for our children.

¢ When we divert funding away from public schools, it
weakens communities, making it hard to raise a family,
have high quality jobs and start businesses.

e Schools are frequently the largest employer in rural
communities; adults and children alike depend on their
public schools for resources and economic growth.

e 20% of students in our country attend rural schools.

DO NOT IMPOSE VOUCHERS ON STATES.

FAST FACTS

Public schools educate 90%
of American children.

In states with voucher
programs, 70% of the
students receiving vouchers
are those already attending
private schools

Voters across the country
have rejected voucher
measures every time they've
been on the ballot—
seventeen times.

Studies of the Louisiana,
Indiana, and Ohio voucher
programs have
demonstrated that students
who used vouchers perform
worse academically than
their public school peers

e |fapproved, Congress would override the will of the states. Even as some state legislatures
have exercised the right to create voucher programs, other legislatures and voters have

repeatedly rejected them.

¢ |Inthe 2024 election, voters in Kentucky and Nebraska overwhelmingly rejected voucher
proposals, including in 47 counties where they also voted for President-elect Trump by 70+

point margin.

DO NOT ALLOW WASTE AND ABUSE OF PUBLIC FUNDS.

e There are very few guardrails on how voucher money could be spent, making it ripe

for waste, fraud, and abuse.

¢ |n states with similar programs, parents have used the funds to purchase pizza
ovens, espresso machines, big screen TVs, foosball tables, paddleboards, golf
equipment, Amazon gift cards, and tickets to Disney World and SeaWorld.




National Coalition for
NCPE} PUBLIC EDUCATION

DO NOT PRIVILEGE PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHER
DONATIONS OVER OTHER CHARITABLE GIVING.

¢ Individuals and corporations would receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit in exchange
for giving money to an intermediary organization. People can also offload stocks to
SGOs and evade paying tax on capital gains while also giving them a tax credit for
the value of stock and their realized gains—to both benefit wealthy, sophisticated
investors and funnel more money to private school vouchers.

e The proposal privileges contributions to private school voucher programs over
donations to organizations helping people in our local communities (i.e. veterans
organizations, homeless shelters, houses of worship, or food banks). Individuals who
give money for vouchers get a dollar-for-dollar tax credit, whereas donations to
charitable organizations, only garner a tax deduction.

DO NOT ENABLE TAXPAYER-FUNDED DISCRIMINATION.

e Vouchers give a choice to private schools, rather than to parents and students. The
private schools funded by this bill could be allowed to reject students with
disabilities—or any other students those private schools wish to avoid, including
based on their academic ability, race/ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or gender
identity.

e Private schools funded by taxpayer dollars through this program would not be
bound by many key provisions of federal civil rights laws.

e Families that do not sign appropriate “statements of faith” or that do not have family
compositions that align with the schools’ preferences may also find their child
rejected.

DO NOT TAKE IMPORTANT RIGHTS AWAY FROM STUDENTS
WITH DISABILITIES.

e Families who choose to use these vouchers must relinquish their child's rights
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, including a free appropriate
public education in the least restrictive environment and due process rights.

e There are no requirements in the proposal for private voucher schools to account for
students with disabilities. Because disability and behavior are often linked, students
with disabilities who aren't being appropriately served could be disciplined or
excluded from schools and have no recourse or protections.

THE BIGGER PICTURE

We cannot afford to fund a second, private system of education that picks and chooses
who and how to educate.

Instead, ensure children receive a quality education that not only teaches them skills like
reading, writing, and math, but also help them to reach their full potential and participate
in the workforce.
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2025-26 NSAA Changes

Baseball

e Jamboree games are allowed, beginning Week 36 through Tuesday of Week 37 of the NSAA Calendar. (AR)
Basketball

e The higher seed will host Class D1 & D2 District Final games. (AR)

e The Class B, C1,C2, D1 and D2 contest limitation is 24 total contests in addition to the postseason.
Tournament play-in games are not to be counted toward the limit of 24 contests. (RA)

o C(lass B districts will be seeded statewide, using a serpentine method based on wildcard points. The highest
seeded team in each district will host. A neutral site will be used if a matchup of two schools greater than 300
miles apart occurs in the 1%t round or semifinals of the district. District finals will be hosted by the highest
remaining seed regardless of distance. 7 district winners and a wildcard will advance to state. (CC)

e The seeding date for Class A Girls Basketball Districts will be Saturday of Week 33. Games through Friday of
Week 33 will be factored into seeding. (CC)
Bowling

e Bowling districts will be assigned based on a serpentine method based on wildcard points, with hosts selected
before the season. After postseason seeding, host schools will be assigned to one of the six districts. The NSAA
Bowling Director will make the simplest one-team swaps between districts, based on wildcard points. (AR)

Cross Country
e InClass A, district seeding will be based on the average of ateam’s four fastest times. (AR)
Football

e The 8-man playoff eligibility number will increase to 55, beginning with the 2026-27 scheduling cycle.
Beginning in 2026, Class D3 will be added. Class D1 will be the 32 largest 8-man schools. Remaining schools
declaring to play 8-man will be split equally between Class D2 & D3. (AR)

e 8-manfootball schools can regain their one-cycle eligibility waiver if their enrollment number becomes eligible
during the 2" year of their current waiver period, beginning with the 2026-27 scheduling cycle. (AR)

e Beginningin 2025, the higher seed will host all playoff games prior to the Championship in Class D1 & D2. (AR)
e |n 2025 only, the Class D1 & D2 playoffs will be seeded 1-32, with no re-seed after the 1% round. (AR)

e Inallclasses, schools can permit 7t and 8" grade students to practice with high school golf teams. (RA)

o InClass B, the best 4 team scores will be used to calculate the team differential used for district seeding. (CC)
Journalism

e A Unified exhibition category will be added to the State Journalism Championships. (AR)
Music

e Digital and hard copes are permitted for accompanists and directors use at NSAA District Music Contests. (RA)
Soccer

e (lass B districts will be seeded statewide, using a serpentine method based on wildcard points. The highest
seeded team in each district will host. A neutral site will be used if a matchup of two schools greater than 300
miles apart occurs in the 1%t round or semifinals of the district. District finals will be hosted by the highest
remaining seed regardless of distance. 7 district winners and a wildcard will advance to state. (CC)

Softball

e Class Adistrict hosts will be able to decide whether to play Game 5 or Game 6 on the first day of districts. (AR)

o (lass B districts will be seeded statewide, using a serpentine method based on wildcard points. The highest
seeded team in each district will host. A neutral site will be used if a matchup of two schools greater than 300
miles apart occurs in the 1% round or semifinals of the district. District finals will be hosted by the highest
remaining seed regardless of distance. 7 district winners and a wildcard will advance to state. (CC)



Tennis

e InClass B, out-of-state competition will count towards the contest limit, regular season record and state
seeding. (CC)

Unified Track & Field
e Competition will expand to three divisions — boys, girls, and co-ed — implementation and timeline TBD. (AR)

Volleyball
e The higher seed will host Class D1 & D2 District Final games. (AR)

e InClass C1 & C2, 7t and 8™ grade female team managers are allowed to participate in practice. (RA)

o (lass B districts will be seeded statewide, using a serpentine method based on wildcard points. The highest
seeded team in each district will host. A neutral site will be used if a matchup of two schools greater than 300
miles apart occurs in the 1 round or semifinals of the district. District finals will be hosted by the highest
remaining seed regardless of distance. 7 district winners and a wildcard will advance to state. (CC)

Wrestling

e (Class D Boys Wrestling Districts will be assigned with the westernmost 25% of schools in the class + the next 6
westernmost schools making up the D4 district. The remaining Class D schools will be placed in the other 3
districts using a serpentine method using returning state points. (AR)

e Inallclasses, 7" and 8™ grade team managers are allowed to participate in practice. (RA)

e The organized practice number for wrestling increased from 4 to 8. (RA)

o InBoys Wrestling,teamsthat are unable to fill 8 weight classes (Class D) or 10 weight classes (Classes A, B & C)
and opt-out of qualifying/competing in the State Dual Championships may participate in 18 events. (RA)

Class Caucus Criteria (AR)
e Approvedruling 1.5.4.2.1b. was amended to allow the Class Caucus Review Committee to consider proposals
materially affectingmember school/NSAAfinancesif a plantoaccountfor the cost(s) isincluded inthe proposal.

Opting-up Classifications (AR)
e Approved Ruling 2.13.2 was amended to allow schools to opt-up more than one classification.

Hardship Eligibility Criteria (RA+)
e Bylaw 1.10.3.11 was amended to remove mention of physical harm and add language about mental health,
prioritizing the need to address a student’s mental health prior to a request for a hardship waiver.
The requirement for the determination of a hardship waiver to be delivered via Certified Mail was removed.

Updated Due Process Procedure (RA+)

e Bylaw 1.10was amendedto streamline the due process procedure for member schoolviolations by eliminatinga
hearing officer, clarifyingwho canfile acomplaint againsta member school and adding language to eliminate the
ability for an anonymous person to trigger an investigation of a member school.

The requirement for the determination to be delivered via Certified Mail was removed.

Eliminate From the Floor Proposals (RA+)
o NSAA member schools shall only consider proposals which are submitted by the October 1 deadline at the
November District Meetings. From the Floor Proposals will no longer be allowed at the November District
Meeting or at Representative Assembly.

(AR) = Proposal that passed a vote in at least one November 2024 NSAA District Meeting and passed a vote of the NSAA Board of
Directors at their April 2025 meeting.

(CC) = Proposal that passed through the Class Caucus during the 2024-25 school year.

(RA) = Proposal that passed a vote in at least one November 2024 NSAA District Meeting, passed a vote in at least three January 2025
NSAA District Meetings and passed the vote of the NSAA Representative Assembly in April 2025.

(RA+) = Proposal that passed a vote in at least one November 2024 NSAA District Meeting, passed a vote in at least three
January 2025 NSAA District Meetings, passed the vote of the NSAA Representative Assembly in April 2025 and passed a referendum
vote of NSAA member schools.



Required Vector Solutions Online Trainings 2025-2026

Bloodborne Pathogens: Exposure Prevention

Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved

Bloodborne Pathogens 21 Minutes August 1, 2025 October 1, 2025 Bus Drivers, Counselors,
Nurse, Paraprofessionals,
Principals, Secretaries,
Teachers, & Technology
Coordinator

Bloodborne Pathogens 25 Minutes August 1, 2025 October 1, 2025 Food Service Providers &
Maintenance Staff (Complete
as a Group)

New Staft/Staff Moving Buildings
*Seizure Safe Schools Act
Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved

Seizure Recognition & First
Aid Certification
Training Link:

https://tinyurl.com/bddzcbpc

60-75 Minutes

August 1, 2025

November 5, 2025

Counselors, Nurse, Principals,
& Teachers

*Please Note: Based on LB 639, every certificated school employee must participate in a minimum of a self-study review of seizure disorder
materials at least once in every two school years. Staff members will need to print off a Certificate of Completion and turn it in to their

building principal once the training is complete by the due date listed above. The following certificated staff (Counselors, Principals,
Teachers, & Nurse) will need to complete the Seizure Safe Schools Act training this school year: Ashley McConnell & Shelby Decker.

Child Abuse: Identification & Intervention

Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved

Child Abuse 36 Minutes August 1, 2025 December 10, 2025 | New Preschool/Elementary
School Teachers & New
Paraprofessionals

Dating Violence: Identification & Intervention

Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved

Dating Violence 34 Minutes August 1, 2025 December 10, 2025 | New Jr./Sr. High School
Teachers & New
Paraprofessionals

Behavioral and Mental Health Training (Formerly Suicide Prevention Training)

Completed on August 19, 2025



https://tinyurl.com/bddzcbpc

5001
Compulsory Attendance and Excessive Absenteeism

Required Attendance

Every person residing in the school district who has legal or actual charge or
control of any child who is of mandatory attendance age shall cause that child
to attend a public or private school regularly unless the child has graduated
from high school or has been allowed to disenroll pursuant to this policy.

Mandatory Attendance Age

All children who are or will turn six years old before January 1 of the current
school year are of mandatory attendance age. Children who have not turned
eighteen years of age are of mandatory attendance age.

Exceptions

This policy does not apply when attendance is made impossible or
impracticable by severe weather conditions or by the mental or physical illness
of the student or a child whom the student is parenting.

A child who will not reach age 7 before January 1 of the current school year
may be excused from mandatory attendance if the child’s parent or guardian
completes an affidavit affirming that alternative educational arrangements
have been made for the child. A copy of the required affidavit is attached to
this policy.

Discontinuing Enrolilment - 5 Year Old Students

The person seeking to discontinue the enrollment of a student who will not
reach six years of age prior to January 1 of the current school year shall submit
a signed, written request to the superintendent using the form which is
attached to this policy. The school district may request written verification or
documentation that the person signing the form has legal or actual charge or
control of the student. The school district shall discontinue the enrollment of
any student who satisfies these requirements. Any student whose enroliment
is discontinued under this subsection shall not be eligible to reenroll in this
school district until the beginning of the following school year unless otherwise
required by law.
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Discontinuing Enrollment — 16 and 17 Year Old Students

Only children who are at least 16 years of age may be disenrolled from the
district. The person seeking to discontinue the child’s enrollment shall submit
a signed, written request and submit it to the superintendent using the form
which is attached to this policy. The district will follow the procedures outlined
on the attached form in considering requests to disenroll.

Only children disenrolling to attend a exe mpt school may be exempt from this
policy. The person with legal or actual charge or control of the child must
provide the superintendent with a copy of the signed request submitted to the
State Department of Education for attending exempt schools. The
superintendent may confirm the validity of the submission with the State
Department of Education.

Attendance Officer

Each building principal is desighated as an attendance officer for the district.
Each building principal, at his or her discretion, may delegate these
responsibilities to any other qualified individual. The attendance officer is
responsible for enforcing the provisions of state law relating to compulsory
attendance. This responsibility includes but is not limited to filing a report
with the county attorney of the county in which a student resides.
Compensation for the duties of attendance officer is included in the salary for
the superintendent or designee.

Excused Absences

The following absences will be considered excused if they are confirmed by
communication to the school from the student's parent/guardian:

1. Physical or mental illness of the student (a physician’s verification is
required after four (4) consecutive days of absence for illness)

2. Severe weather
3. Medical appointments for the student

4. Death or serious illness of the student’s family member
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5. Attending a funeral, wedding or graduation
6. Appearance at court or for other legal matters
7. Observance of religious holidays of the student's own faith
8. College planning visits
9. Personal or family vacations
Excessive Absenteeism

When a student receives 5 unexcused absences or the hourly equivalent in
any semester, the Attendance Officer may send written notification of the
student’s total absences to the student’s parent or guardian. When a student
receives 10 unexcused absences or the hourly equivalent in any school year,
the Attendance Officer will send written notification of the student’s total
absences to the student’s parent or guardian and offer to meet with the
student’s parents or guardians to discuss any barriers to the student’s
attendance. When a student receives 15 unexcused absences or the hourly
equivalent in any school year, the Attendance Officer will send written
notification of the student’s total absences to the student’s parent or guardian
and shall schedule a meeting with relevant stakeholders to discuss and
address any barriers to the student’s attendance, unless the Attendance
Officer determines that such a meeting would not be productive in facilitating
the student’s regular attendance.

When a student is absent more than twenty days per year or the hourly
equivalent and any portion of the absences is unexcused, the Attendance
Officer may file a report with the county attorney of the county in which the
student resides. For example, if the student accumulates 23 days of excused
absences due to documented illness and is tardy one time, the Attendance
Officer must file a report with the appropriate county attorney.

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on: 6-12-2023
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Disenrollment of Five-Year-0Old Child
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, , am the parent or legal guardian of
, and have legal authority to make education decisions
regarding the student. My child resides in the
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private,
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes.

I certify that the child was born on (date) , is five
years old, and will not reach the age of six years old prior to January 1 of the
- school year. I am disenrolling my child pursuant to section 79-
201 of the Nebraska statutes and district policy. I understand that my student
whose enrollment is discontinued using this form shall not be eligible to
reenroll in this school district until the beginning of the following school year
unless otherwise required by law.

Printed Name of parent or guardian:
Relationship to Student:
Address: Phone Number: ( )

Signature of parent or guardian:

Signature of student:
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF )
) ss.
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
Signed in my presence and sworn to this __ day of , 201

Notary Public
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Alternative Educational Arrangements for Six-Year-0Old Child
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, , am the parent or legal guardian of
, and have legal authority to make education decisions
regarding the student. My child resides in the
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private,
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes.

I certify that the child was born on (date) , IS six years
old, and will not reach the age of seven years old prior to January 1 of the
- school year. I am not enrolling my child this school year because:

Please check one of the following:
The child is participating in an education program that I believe will
prepare the child to enter grade one for the following school year.

I intend the child to participate in a school which has elected or will elect,
pursuant to section 79-1601 of the Nebraska statutes, not to meet
accreditation or approval requirements; and I intend to provide the
Commissioner of Education with the required statement to that effect on or
before the child’s seventh birthday.

Printed Name of parent or guardian:
Relationship to Student:
Address: Phone Number: ( )

Signature of parent or guardian:

Signature of student:
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF )
) ss.
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
Signed in my presence and sworn to this day of , 201

Notary Public
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Disenrollment of Child Between 16 and 18 Years of Age
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, am the parent or legal guardian of
, and have legal authority to make education decisions
regarding the student. My child resides in the
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private,
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes because illness makes
attendance impossible or impracticable, or because financial hardships make
it necessary for the child to be employed to support the child’s family.

I certify that the child was born on (date) , and is 16
or 17 years old. I authorize and direct the school district to discontinue the
child’s enrollment pursuant to section 79-202 of the Nebraska statutes. I
understand that state law requires an exit interview as part of the
disenrollment process. I agree to attend an exit interview scheduled by the
superintendent’s office at a date to be determined. My child will attend the
exit interview unless unable to do so due to illness.

Printed Name of parent or guardian:
Relationship to Student:
Address: Phone Number: ( )

Signature of parent or guardian:

Signature of student:
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF )
) ss.
STATE OF NEBRASKA )

Signed in my presence and sworn to this day of , 201

Notary Public
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Collaborative Plan Addressing Barriers to Attendance

Student Name: Student Grade:

Building Assignment:

Classroom/Homeroom Teacher:

Number of student absences at time of meeting:
What are the primary reasons the student has been absent:

Based on that information, meeting participants considered the following
issues:

0 Illness related to the physical, mental, or behavioral health of the child
.1 Educational Counseling

71 Referral to community agencies for economic services

71 Family or individual counseling

01 Assisting the family in working with other community services

11 Referral to restorative justice practices or services

71 Referral to student assistance team for possible Section 504 or IDEA
eligibility

1 Other:

Attendance Plan

Based on the above considerations, this attendance plan will be put into
place:

Steps to be taken by school staff:

Steps to be taken by student:
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Steps to be taken by parent/guardian:

Steps to be taken by third parties:

Parent/Guardian*:

Student:

Attendance Officer:

Social Worker or School Administrator:

Other (indicate title):

Other (indicate title):

Other (indicate title):

Other (indicate title):

Notice to family: Nebraska law requires students to be in attendance at
school each day that such school is open and in session, except when
excused by school authorities or when illness or severe weather conditions
make attendance impossible or impracticable. Nebraska law also requires
school officials to investigate any possible violation of this requirement.
Please note that if your student accrues more absences than are
allowed by the board of education’s policy, the school district may
refer the child to the county attorney for action under Neb. Rev. Stat.
§ 43-247(3)(a) and (b).

I have received a copy of this Plan, including the above notice:

Parent/Guardian*:

Student:

*If parents/guardians are not present at the meeting, please attach
documentation showing that the school made reasonable efforts to invite the
parents.
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*If parents/guardians are not present at the meeting, please attach
documentation showing that the school made reasonable efforts to invite the
parents.
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5054
Student Bullying

Definition of Bullying. Nebraska statute defines bullying as “an
ongoing pattern of physical, verbal or electronic abuse.” The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention defines bullying as “any unwanted
aggressive behavior(s) by another youth or group of youths who are not
siblings or current dating partners that involves an observed or
perceived power imbalance and is repeated multiple times or is highly
likely to be repeated.” The school district’s administrators will consider
these definitions when determining whether any specific situation
constitutes bullying. These definitions include both in-person and
cyberbullying behaviors.

Bullying Prohibited. Students are prohibited from engaging in any
form of bullying behavior.

Reporting Bullying. Students who experience or observe bullying
behavior must immediately report what happened to a teacher or
administrator. Students can use the district’s anonymous platform Safe
Schools Alert to make this report. Students may always confer with
their parents or guardians about bullying they experience or withess,
but the students must also ultimately report the situation to a teacher
or administrator.

Bullying Investigations. School district staff will investigate
allegations of bullying using the same practices and procedures that the
district observes for student disciplinary matters. In no circumstance
will school district staff be deliberately indifferent to allegations of
bullying.

Disciplinary Consequences. The disciplinary consequences for
bullying behavior will depend on the frequency, duration, severity and
effect of the behavior.

A student who engages in bullying behavior on school grounds, in a
vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being used for a school
purpose by a school employee or his or her designee, or at school-
sponsored activities or school-sponsored athletic events may be subject
to disciplinary consequences including but not limited to long-term
suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment.

Without limiting the foregoing, a student who engages in bullying
behavior that materially and substantially interferes with or disrupts the



educational environment, the district’'s day-to-day operations, or the
education process, regardless of where the student is at the time of
engaging in the bullying behavior, may be subject to discipline to the
extent permitted by law.

Bullying Based on Protected Class Status. Bullying based on
protected class status is wunique and may require additional
investigation. The appropriate district staff member or coordinator will
promptly investigate bullying complaints that violate the district’s
antidiscrimination policies.

Support for Students Who Have Experienced Bullying. Regardless
of where the bullying occurred, the district will consider whether victims
of bullying are suffering an adverse educational impact and, if
appropriate, will refer those students to the district’s student assistance
team.

Bullying Prevention and Education. Students and parents are
encouraged to inform teachers or administrators orally or in writing
about bullying behavior or suspected bullying behavior. School
employees are required to inform the administrator of all such reports.
The appropriate administrator shall promptly investigate all such
reports. Each building shall engage in activities which educate students
about bullying, bullying prevention and digital citizenship.

Policy Review. The school district shall review this policy annually.
Adopted on: 1-14-2019

Revised on: 6-8-2020
Reviewed on: 6-12-2023



5018
Parent Involvement in Education Practices

For purposes of this policy, “parent” includes a parent, guardian, or
educational decisionmaker (a person designated or ordered by a court to make
educational decisions on behalf of a student).

The school district recognizes the importance of parental involvement in the
education of their children. To the extent practicable, the school district will
make a reasonable effort to make any learning materials, including original
materials, available for inspection by a parent upon request.

The school district will take the following steps to ensure that the rights of
parents to participate in the education of their children are preserved.

1. Parents will be provided access to textbooks, tests, activities
information; digital materials; websites or applications used for
learning; training materials for teachers, administrators, and staff;
procedures for the review and approval of training materials, learning
materials, and activities; and other curriculum materials (“curricular
materials”) as follows:

a. A parental request to review specific curricular materials (written,
visual, or audio) should be made to the principal of the building
where the curricular materials are used.

b. The building principal will assess the request and determine the
allowable volume and time frame of the review to prevent
disruption to the efficient operations of the district.

C. The purpose of this provision is to allow reasonable access to the
extent practicable. Individuals who make requests (a) for the
purpose of adding staff burden; (b) at an unreasonable frequency
or volume; or (c) for purposes inconsistent with the efficient
operations of the district may be denied access to materials.

d. A parental request to review specific standardized and criterion-
referenced tests used in the district should be made in writing to
the building principal. Copies of the most recent tests used in the
district will be available for parent review. Parents wishing to
review statewide assessments will be provided with sample
questions and a copy of a practice test, but will not be provided
with copies of the actual assessment due to testing security. In
the case of other secure tests such as the ACT, parents must
contact the publisher to obtain copies of the test.
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Parents will be permitted, within district procedures, to attend and
observe courses, assemblies, counseling sessions, and other
instructional activities.

a. Parents are invited to make appointments with the building
principal to visit classes, assemblies, and other instructional
activities. The principal shall give permission after determining
that parental observation would not disrupt the activity.
Observations that last more than 60 minutes or occur on
consecutive days are typically disruptive and will not be permitted
absent unusual circumstances, in the sole discretion of the
building principal.

b. Parents may contact the building principal to request permission
to attend counseling sessions in which their child is involved.

Parents may request that their children be excused from testing (except
as provided below), classroom instruction, learning materials, activities,
guest speaker events, and other school experiences (“school events”)
that parents find objectionable.

a. Parents must submit this request in writing to the building
principal for consideration.

b. Building principals may excuse a student from any school events
at the parent's written request if, in the principal’s professional
judgment, excusal from the activity would not result in diminution
of the student’s educational experience.

C. When the building principal determines it appropriate, alternative
experiences may be provided for the student by the school.

Parents will be informed through the student handbook and district
policies of the manner that the district will provide access to records of
students.

Parents will be informed of the standardized and criterion-referenced

district testing program. Parents may request additional information
from the building principal.
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6. Parents will be informed of the circumstances under which they may
opt-out of state and federal assessments.

a.

In accordance with federal law, at the beginning of the school
year, the District shall provide notice of the right to request a copy
of this policy to parents of students attending schools receiving
Title I funds. The District will provide a copy of this policy to a
requesting parent in a timely manner.

State Assessments

State and federal law simultaneously require students to take
state assessments, with few exceptions, but also permit parents
to request to opt their students out of these assessments.
Approval of opt out requests is contrary to the mandatory testing
laws, so the District cannot “approve” the request. Parents who
do not present their child for testing will result in the child
receiving the lowest score possible on the assessment.

National Assessment of Educational Progress

As a condition of receiving federal funds, the District participates
in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). To
help ensure that the District has a representative sample of
students taking the NAEP, which will allow the District to assess
the quality and effectiveness of its programming on a national
level, the District strongly encourages all eligible students to
participate. However, student participation in NAEP is voluntary.

The District shall provide parents of eligible students with
reasonable notice prior to the exam being administered. Parents
wishing to opt their students out of the NAEP assessment must
notify the district in writing at least three days prior to the exam
date to ensure that the District can coordinate supervision and
alternative activities for students who have opted out.

7. Parents will be notified of their right to remove their children from
surveys prior to district participation in surveys.

a.

The principal must approve all surveys intended to gather
information from students before they are administered to
students.
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b. Students’ participation in surveys is voluntary. Parents may
restrict their child from participating in any survey.

C. If the school administers (1) a survey requesting that students
provide sexual information, mental health information, medical
information, information on health-risk behaviors, religious
information, information of political affiliation, or any other
information that the school board deems to be sensitive in nature
or (2) a non-anonymous survey requesting students provide
information relating to drug, vape, alcohol, or tobacco use, the
school district shall, at least fifteen days prior to the
administration of the survey, notify parents, guardians, and
educational decisionmakers of students that are to receive such
survey. The notice will be made through the school's electronic
notification system or by physical mail to the address on file for
the student. The notice will describe the nature and types of
questions included in the survey, the purposes and age-
appropriateness of the survey, how information collected by the
survey will be used, who will have access to such information, the
steps that will be taken to protect student privacy, and whether
and how any findings or results of such survey will be disclosed.

d. Parents have the right to: (1) request that a copy of the survey
be sent through the school's electronic notification system or
physical mail to the address on file for the student, (2) review the
survey in person at the school, and (3) exempt their child from
participating in the survey.

e. Unless required by federal or state law or regulation, school
personnel administering any survey shall not disclose personally
identifiable information of a child.

f. No survey requesting sexual information of a student shall be
administered to any student in kindergarten through grade six.

g. The district will also comply with any survey requirements found
in the district’s policy on Protection of Pupil Rights.

8. The district will make this policy accessible by a prominently displayed

link on its public website. Any amended policy will be made accessible within
a reasonable time of its amendment.
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Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on: 6-12-2023
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5057
District Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy

The school district will jointly develop with parents a School-Parent-
Student Compact that outlines how the parents, school staff, and
students will share the responsibility for improved student academic
achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build
and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high
standards.

The written District Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be jointly
developed and distributed to parents and family members of
participating children and the local community in an understandable
format and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can
understand. An annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of
the Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be used to design
evidence-based strategies for more effective parental involvement, to
revise the Parent and Family Engagement Policy and to remove barriers
to participation.

The school district recognizes the unique needs of students who are
being served in its Title I program, and the importance of parent and
family engagement in the Title I program. Parent and family
engagement in the Title I Program shall include, but is not limited to:

1. An annual meeting to which all parents of participating children
will be invited to inform parents of their school’s participation
under this part, to explain the requirements of this part, and the
right of the parents to be involved. Invitations may take the form
of notes sent with students or announcements in the school
newsletter. Additional meetings may be scheduled, based upon
need and interest for such meetings.

2. An explanation of the details for the child’'s and parents’
participation, including but not limited to: curriculum objectives,
the forms of academic assessment used to measure student
progress and the achievement levels of the challenging State
academic standards, type and extent of participation, parental
input in educational decisions, coordination and integration with
other Federal, State, and district programs, and evaluations of
progress.

3. Opportunities for participation in parent involvement activities
such as training to help parents work with their children to
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improve achievement. A goal of these parent activities is to
provide parents with opportunities to participate in decisions
relating to the education of their students, where appropriate.

4. The district will, to the extent practicable, provide parents of
limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, parents with
limited literacy, are economically disadvantaged, are of a racial or
minority background or parents of migratory children with
opportunities for involvement in the Title I Program.
Communication to parents about student progress and the
district’s other Title I Program communications will be provided in
the language used in the home to the extent practicable.
Responses to parent concerns will be provided in a timely manner.

5. Opportunities for parent-teacher conferences, in addition to those
regularly scheduled by the school district, if requested by the
parents or as deemed necessary by school district staff.

6. The district will coordinate and integrate parental involvement
programs and activities with other programs in the community.
These may include cooperation with other community programs
such as Head Start and preschools and other community services
such as the public library.

7. Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel,
principals, and other school leaders, with the assistance of parents
in the value and utility of contributions of parents, how to reach
out to, communicate with and work with parents as equal
partners.

This policy shall be reviewed annually at the annual meeting where
concerned parties can have a conversation about possible changes to
the Parent and Family Engagement Policy.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on:
Reviewed on: 6-12-2023
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5045
Student Fees

The school district shall provide free instruction in accordance with the
Nebraska State Constitution and the Nebraska statutes. The district also
provides activities, programs, and services that extend beyond the minimum
level of constitutionally required free instruction. Under the Public Elementary
and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act, the district is permitted to
charge students fees for these activities or to require students to provide
specialized equipment and attire for certain purposes. This policy is subject
to further interpretation or guidance by administrative or board regulations.
Students are encouraged to contact their building administration, their
teachers or their coaches, and sponsors for further specifics.

A. Definitions.

1. “Students” means students, their parents, guardians or
other legal representatives.
2. “Extracurricular activities” means student activities or

organizations that (1) are supervised or administered by the
district; (2) do not count toward graduation or advancement
between grades; and (3) are not otherwise required by the
district.

3. “Post-secondary education costs” means tuition and other
fees associated with obtaining credit from a post-secondary
educational institution.

B. Listing of Fees Charged by this District.

1. Guidelines for Clothing Required for Specified Courses and
Activities.

Students are responsible for complying with the district’'s grooming and
attire guidelines and for furnishing all clothing required for any special
programs, courses or activities in which they participate. The teacher, coach,
or sponsor of the activity will provide students with written guidelines that
detail any special clothing requirements and explain why the special clothing
is required for the specific program, course or activity.
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2. Safety Equipment and Attire.

The district will provide students with all safety equipment and attire
that is required by law. Building administrators will assure that (a) such
equipment is available in the appropriate classes and areas of the school
buildings, (b) teachers are directed to instruct students in the use of such
devices, and (c) students use the devices as required. Students are
responsible for using the devices safely and as instructed.

3. Personal or Consumable Items.

The district does not provide students with personal or consumable
items for participation in courses and activities including, but not limited to,
pencils, paper, pens, erasers and notebooks. Students who wish to supply
their own personal or consumable items may do so, as long as those items
comply with the requirements of the district. The district will provide students
with facilities, equipment, materials and supplies, including books. Students
are responsible for the careful and appropriate use of such property. Students
will be charged for damage to school property caused by the student and will
be held responsible for the reasonable replacement cost of any school property
that they lose.

4, Materials Required for Course Projects.

The district will provide students with the materials necessary to
complete all basic curricular projects. In courses where students choose to
produce a project that requires materials beyond the basic materials provided
by the district, the students will furnish the materials, purchase the materials
from the school, or purchase the materials from an outside vendor with an
order form provided by the school.

5. Technological Devices

The district will provide students with the technological devices
necessary to complete all basic curricular projects. To the extent that a
student is not required by the district’s curriculum to utilize a device off district
property, the district may charge students a convenience fee to take the
device off district property. The maximum dollar amount of this convenience
fee charged by the district will be $50.00.

As with all school property, students may be charged for damage to such
devices. To protect against such potential losses, students and parents may,
but are not required, to purchase insurance coverage for the devices. The
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district may also charge a damage deposit which will be returned or may be
rolled to cover the damage deposit for the next year if it is not needed to cover
the costs of any damage to the device. The maximum dollar amount of this
damage deposit will be $50.00.

6. Extracurricular Activities.

The district may charge students a fee to participate in extracurricular
activities to cover the district’'s reasonable costs in offering such activities.
The district may require students to furnish specialized equipment and
clothing that is required for participation in extracurricular activities, or may
charge a reasonable fee for the use of district-owned equipment or attire.
Attached to this policy is a list of the fees charged for particular activities. The
coach or sponsor will provide students with additional written guidelines
detailing the fees charged, the equipment and/or clothing required, or the
usage fee charged. The guidelines will explain the reasons that fees,
equipment and/or clothing are required for the activity.

The following list details the maximum dollar amount of all
extracurricular activities fees and the specifications for any equipment or attire
required for participation in extracurricular activities:

Student activity card (covers
admission to all extracurricular
events) $30.00
Student participation fee (required
of all students who participate in
athletics and/or other
extracurricular activities) $0
Future Business Leaders of America

$100.00

National Honor Society

$100.00

Cheerleading, Drill Team, Flag Corps

Students must purchase uniforms
and shoes selected by the sponsor
and/or student group. The
maximum dollar amount charged by
the school district for these items
will be: $1,000.00
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Football

Students must provide their own
football shoes, undergarments, and
mouthguards

$0
Golf
Students must provide their own
golf shoes, undergarments, and
clubs $0
Softball
Students must provide their own
shoes, gloves, and undergarments $0
Track, Volleyball, and Basketball
Students must provide their own
shoes and undergarments $0
Wrestling
Students must provide their own
shoes and undergarments $100.00
Science Club
$50.00
Art Club
$50.00
Future Farmers of America
Students must purchase their own
jackets and pay dues $200.00
Industrial Technology Classes
$200.00
Spanish Club
$50.00
7. Post-Secondary Education Costs.
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Some students enroll in postsecondary courses while still enrolled in the
district’s high school. As a general rule, students must pay all costs associated
with such post-secondary courses. However, for a course in which students
receive high school credit or a course being taken as part of an approved
accelerated or differentiated curriculum program, the district shall offer the
course without charge for tuition, transportation, books, or other fees.
Students who choose to apply for post-secondary education credit for these
courses must pay tuition and all other fees associated with obtaining credits
from a post-secondary educational institution. The costs of these items will
naturally vary, but the maximum dollar amount of the fee is anticipated to be
$1,500 per course.

8. Transportation Costs.

The district will charge students reasonable fees for transportation
services provided by the district to the extent permitted by federal and state
statutes and regulations.

The maximum dollar amount of the transportation fee charged by this
district shall be $100.00.

9. Copies of Student Files or Records.

The district will charge a fee for making copies of a student’s files or
records for the parents or guardians of such student. The Superintendent or
the Superintendent’s designee shall establish a schedule of student record
fees. Parents of students have the right to inspect and review the students’
files or records without the payment of a fee, and the district shall not charge
a fee to search for or retrieve any student’s files or records.

The district will charge a fee of $0.25 per page for reproduction of
student records.

10. Participation in Before-and-After-School or Pre-
Kindergarten Services.

The district will charge reasonable fees for participation in before-and-
after school or pre-kindergarten services offered by the district pursuant to
statute.

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for these services
shall be $0.
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11. Participation in Summer School or Night School.

The district will charge reasonable fees for participation in summer
school or night school and may charge reasonable fees for correspondence
courses.

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for summer and
night school shall be $0.

12. Charges for Food Consumed by Students.

The district will charge for items that students purchase from the
district’s breakfast and lunch programs. The fees charged for these items will
be set according to applicable federal and state statutes and regulations. The
district will charge students for the cost of food, beverages, and the like that
students purchase from a school store, vending machine, booster club or from
similar sources. Students may be required to bring money or food for field
trip lunches and similar activities.

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for the breakfast and lunch
programs is as follows:

= Breakfast Program - Grades PK-12

o Regular Price $2.40

o Reduced Price $0.30
*» Lunch Program - Grades PK-6

o Regular Price $3.40

o Reduced Price $0.40
» Lunch Program - Grades 7-12

o Regular Price $3.50

o Reduced Price $0.40

13. Charges for Musical Extracurricular Activities.

Students who qualify for fee waivers under this policy will be provided,
at no charge, the use of a musical instrument in optional music courses that
are not extracurricular activities. For musical extracurricular activities, the
school district will require students to provide the following equipment and/or
attire:
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Band The school will provide students
with an instrument, along with
supplies to maintain and play the
instrument. Instruments will be
supplied on a first come, first sere
basis based on available inventory.

Band Uniforms: The school will
provide band uniforms, shoes, and
hats free of change to high school
students.

Stage Band: The school will provide
a stage band t-shirt. Students must
provide black shoes, black socks,
and black pants.

Swing Choir Students must purchase outfits and
shoes selected by the sponsor
and/or student group. The
maximum dollar amount charged by
the district for these materials will
be $200.00

14. Contributions for Junior and Senior Class Extracurricular
Activities.

Students are eligible to participate in a number of unique extracurricular
activities during their last two years in high school, including prom, various
senior recognitions, and graduation. In order to fund these extracurricular
activities, the school district will ask each student to make a contribution to
their class’s fund. This contribution is completely voluntary. Students who
chose not to contribute to the class fund are still eligible to participate in the
extra activities. The suggested donation to the class fund will be $25.00.

C. Waiver Policy.

Students who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches under United
States Department of Agriculture child nutrition programs shall be provided a
fee waiver or be provided the necessary materials or equipment without
charge for (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) materials for
course projects, and (3) the use of a musical instrument in optional music
courses that are not extracurricular activities. Actual participation in the free
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or reduced-price lunch program is not required to qualify for the waivers
provided in this section. The district is not obligated to provide any particular
type or quality of equipment or other material to eligible students. Students
who wish to be considered for waiver of a particular fee must submit a
completed fee waiver application to their building principal.

D. Distribution of Policy.

This policy will be published in the Student Handbook or its equivalent
that will be provided to students at no cost.

E. Voluntary Contributions to Defray Costs.

The district will, when appropriate, request donations of money,
materials, equipment or attire from parents, guardians and other members of
the community to defray the costs of providing certain services and activities
to students. These requests are not requirements and staff members of the
district are directed to clearly communicate that fact to students, parents and
patrons.

F. Fund-Raising Activities

Students may be permitted or required to engage in fund-raising
activities to support various curricular and extracurricular activities in which
they participate. Students who decline to participate in fund-raising activities
are not eligible under this policy for waiver of the costs or fees which the fund-
raising activity was meant to defray.

G. Student Fee Fund.

The school board hereby establishes a Student Fee Fund. The Student
Fee Fund shall be a separate school district fund that will not be funded by tax
revenue, and that will serve a depository for all monies collected from students
for (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) post-secondary education
costs, and (3) summer school or night school courses. Monies in the Student
Fee Fund shall be expended only for the purposes for which they were
collected from students.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-10-2024
Reviewed on: 6-13-2022

Page 8 of 8



1002
Creation, Amendment and Distribution of Policies

Each of these policies shall become the official policy of the school
district when the board has approved it by majority vote of the members
present at any lawfully convened meeting of the board.

It shall generally be the practice of the board to adopt or amend any
policy after a single reading at any regular or special board meeting.
However, the board may, in its discretion, review policies at multiple
meetings prior to taking action.

The superintendent shall maintain an official copy of the board’s policies,
which may be in paper copy in the central office or on the district’s
website or electronic board meeting site. For any policies with specific
review, hearing, or posting requirements, the superintendent will ensure
those obligations are completed. The superintendent will also ensure all
board members have access to a copy of the district’s policies.

Adopted on: 6-11-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on: 2-10-2020
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Complaint Procedure

Good communication helps to resolve many misunderstandings and
disagreements. This complaint procedure applies to complaints unless
the complaint is subject to a different procedure required by law, policy
or contract. Individuals who have a complaint should discuss their
concerns with appropriate school personnel in an effort to resolve
problems at the lowest level of the chain of command. When those
efforts do not resolve matters satisfactorily, including matters involving
discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, marital status, disability, or age, a complainant should follow the
procedures set forth in any specific policy addressing those areas or the
procedures set forth below. Allegations of sex discrimination covered
by Title IX will be addressed through the board’s Title IX policy.

References to “coordinator” in this policy refer to the board-designated
coordinator for the applicable area, such as the Section 504 Coordinator
for allegations of disability-based discrimination.

Under this policy, factual conclusions will be based on a preponderance
of the evidence.

Complaint and Appeal Process.

1. The first step is for the complainant to speak directly to the
person(s) with whom the complainant has a concern. For example,
a parent who is unhappy with a classroom teacher should initially
discuss the matter with the teacher. However, the complainant
should skip the first step if complainant reasonably believes
speaking directly to the person would subject complainant or
complainant’s student to discrimination or harassment.

2. The second step is for the complainant to speak to the building
principal, coordinator, superintendent, or president of the board
of education, as set forth below. Anyone with questions about the
appropriate person to speak with may request clarification from
the superintendent.

a) Complaints about the operation, decisions, or personnel
within a building should be submitted to the principal of the
building.



b)

d)

Complaints about the operations of the school district or a
building principal should be submitted in writing to the
superintendent of schools.

Complaints about the superintendent of schools should be
submitted in writing to the president of the board of
education.

Complaints involving discrimination or harassment on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, marital status,
disability, or age may be submitted to the applicable
coordinator. Complaints involving discrimination or
harassment may also be submitted at any time to the Office
for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education: by email at
OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov; by telephone at (816) 268-0550;
or by fax at (816) 268-0599.

When a complainant submits a complaint to an administrator or
coordinator, the administrator or coordinator shall first determine
whether another applicable procedure is required by policy or law
and if so, direct the complaint to the appropriate person to follow
that procedure. If not, the administrator or coordinator will
promptly and thoroughly investigate the complaint, and shall:

a)

b)

Determine whether the complainant has discussed the
matter with the respondent.

1) If the complainant has not, urge the complainant to
discuss the matter directly with the respondent, if
appropriate.

2) If the complainant refuses to discuss the matter with
the respondent, the administrator or coordinator
shall, in his or her sole discretion, determine whether
the complaint should or must be pursued further.

Strongly encourage the complainant to reduce his or her
concerns to writing.

Interview the complainant and, if necessary, the respondent
against whom the complaint is filed, to determine:

1) All relevant details of the complaint;



2) All witnesses and documents which the complainant
believes support the complaint;

3) The action or solution which the complainant seeks.

d) Respond to the complainant. If the complaint involves
discrimination or harassment, the response shall be in
writing and shall be submitted within 180 calendar days
after the administrator or coordinator receives the
complaint.

If either the complainant or the respondent is not satisfied with
the decision, he or she may appeal the decision to the
superintendent. The superintendent may assign a qualified
designee to hear any appeal.

a) The appeal must be in writing.

b) This appeal must be received by the superintendent no later
than three (3) calendar days from the date of the decision.

C) For complaints addressed through other applicable
procedures that do not include a separate investigatory
process, the superintendent will investigate as he or she
deems appropriate.

d) The superintendent will prepare a written decision and
provide it to the complainant and any other person entitled
by law to receive the appeal decision. For complaints
involving discrimination or harassment, the superintendent
shall submit the decision within 180 calendar days after the
superintendent received complainant’s written appeal.
Appeals to the superintendent from complaints involving
discrimination or harassment are final once the
superintendent delivers the written decision, as are all other
appeals/complaints to the superintendent unless the
complaint can be appealed on the limited grounds to appeal
to the board below.

The board’s role is to set policy, establish and implement a budget,
and evaluate the superintendent. The board does not manage the
daily operations of the school district entrusted to its
administration unless required by law or policy. Because of the
board’s statutory roles, it does not hear complaints or appeals that



may involve oversight or discipline of students, staff, or others,
unless those involve allegations against the superintendent as
discussed below. The board does not hear complaints or appeals
based on allegations of discrimination or harassment unless
otherwise required by law. The board will hear appeals only in the
following circumstances:

a)
b)

c)

When the complaint is about a board policy, not
implementation of the policy;

When the complaint involves the budget or school
expenditures that have been or must be approved by the
board; or

When the board is required by law, policy, or contract to
hear a complaint or appeal.

If a complaint involves those limited grounds and a party is not
satisfied with the superintendent’s decision regarding the
complaint or appeal, he or she may appeal the decision to the
board.

d)

e)

f)

9)

h)

This appeal must be in writing.

This appeal must be received by the board president no later
than ten (10) calendar days from the date the
superintendent communicated the decision to the
complainant.

This policy allows, but does not require the board to receive
statements from interested parties and witnesses relevant
to the complaint or appeal. However, all matters involving
discrimination or harassment allegations against the
superintendent shall be promptly and thoroughly
investigated by the board president or a designee.

The board president will notify the complainant and any
other person legally required to receive the decision in
writing of the decision. If the complaint involves
discrimination or harassment allegations against the
Superintendent, the board president shall submit the
decision within 180 calendar days after receiving the written
appeal.

There is no appeal from any decision of the board unless
authorized by law.



Formal complaints about the superintendent shall be filed with the
president of the board. However, complaints about the
superintendent do not include disagreement with the
superintendent’s decision on appeal based on a complaint of
discrimination, harassment, or action of any other employee who
is not the superintendent. Upon receipt of a complaint, the board
president or his or her designee shall promptly and thoroughly
investigate the complaint, and shall:

a) Coordinate with school district staff, other than the
superintendent, to determine if another procedure in policy
or law requires the complaint against the superintendent to
follow another procedure. If so, the board president will
coordinate handling the complaint through that procedure.
If another procedure applies, such as in the case of
allegations of sex discrimination against the superintendent,
the board president or, at his or her discretion, the full board
will serve only to hear any appeal by a party to the
complaint.

b) Determine whether the complainant has discussed the
matter with the superintendent.

1) If the complainant has not, the board president or
designee will urge or require the complainant to
discuss the matter directly with the superintendent, if
appropriate or required.

2) If the complainant refuses to discuss the matter with
the superintendent, the board president shall, in his
or her sole discretion, determine whether the
complaint should or must be pursued further.

C) Determine, in his or her sole discretion, whether to place
the matter on the board agenda for consideration at a
regular or special meeting by the full board.

d) Respond to the complainant or appeal. If the complaint or
appeal involves discrimination or harassment, the response
shall be in writing and shall be submitted within 180
calendar days after the president received the complaint.



e) Appoint or contract with other individuals qualified to assist
the board through this process or any other applicable
procedure used to address allegations against the
superintendent.

No Retaliation. The school district prohibits retaliation against any
person for filing a complaint or for participating in the complaint
procedure in good faith.

Special Rules Regarding Educational Services and Related
Services to Students with Disabilities. Students with disabilities and
their families have specific rights outlined in state and federal law,
including administrative processes by which they may challenge the
educational services being provided by the school district. Therefore,
the appeal process contained in this policy may not be used to challenge
decisions made by a student’s individualized education plan (IEP) team
or 504 team.

Complaints about the educational services provided a student with a
disability, including but not limited to services provided to a student with
an IEP, access to -curricular and extracurricular activities, and
educational placement must be submitted to the school district’s
Director of Special Education. The Director of Special Education will
address the complaint in a manner that he/she deems appropriate and
will provide the complainant with a copy of the Notice of IDEA Parental
Rights promulgated by the Nebraska Department of Education.

Complaints about the educational services provided a student with a
disability pursuant to a Section 504 plan must be submitted to the school
district’'s 504 Coordinator. The 504 Coordinator will address the
complaint in a manner that he/she deems appropriate and will provide
the complainant with a copy of the Notice of Section 504 Parental Rights
adopted by the board of education.

Complaints about the educational services provided to a student who is
suspected of having a disability must be submitted in writing to the
school district’s Director of Special Education or to the district's 504
Coordinator. The Director of Special Education or 504 Coordinator will
either refer the student for possible verification as a student with a
disability or will provide prior written notice of the district’s refusal to do
so.

Bad Faith or Serial Filings. The purpose of the complaint procedure
is to resolve complaints at the lowest level possible within the chain of



command. Individuals who file complaints (a) without a good faith
intention to attempt to resolve the issues raised; (b) for the purpose of
adding administrative burden; (c) at a volume unreasonable to expect
satisfactory resolution; or (d) for purposes inconsistent with the efficient
operations of the district may be dismissed by the superintendent or
board president without providing final resolution other than noting the
dismissal. There is no appeal from dismissals made pursuant to this
section.

Adopted on: 7-9-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on: 1-10-2022
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Meetings

The formation of policy is public business and will be conducted openly in
accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.

1. Types of Meetings

a. The board shall hold its regular meetings on or before the third
Monday of each month.

b. Special and emergency meetings may be called as provided by
law.
C. The board may schedule work sessions and retreats in order to

provide board members and administrators with the opportunity
to plan, research, and engage in discussion.

2. Notice

The board shall give reasonable advance publicized notice of the time and
place of each of its meetings, which generally will be 48 hours or more in
advance of the meeting. Such notice shall be transmitted to all members of
the board and to the public.

Publication Procedure if the Newspaper Will Be Finalized for Printing
Prior to the Time and Date of the Meeting. Notice of regular and special
meetings shall be (1) published in a newspaper of general circulation within
the district that is finalized for printing prior to the time and date of the
meeting, (2) posting on the newspaper's website, if available, and (3) posting
on a statewide website established and maintained as a repository for such
notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers.

Publication Procedure if the Newspaper Will Not Be Finalized for
Printing Prior to the Time and Date of the Meeting. Notice of regular
and special meetings shall be (1) posting on the newspaper's website, if
available, and (2) posting on a statewide website established and maintained
as a repository for such notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers if no
edition of a newspaper of general circulation within the school district’s
jurisdiction is to be finalized for printing prior to the time and date of the
meeting.

Newspapers of general circulation in the district include the Fairbury Journal-
News, Lincoln Journal Star, or the Omaha World-Herald. Such notice shall
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contain a statement that the agenda shall be readily available for public
inspection at the administration office of the school during the normal business
hours. In addition, the superintendent is authorized, but not required, to
publish the notice of any meeting on the school district’s website, posting in
three prominent places within the school district, or by any other appropriate
method designated by the board.

In case of refusal, neglect, or inability of the newspaper to timely publish the
notice, the school district will (1) post the notice on its website, if available,
(2) submit a post on a statewide website established and maintained as a
repository for such notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers, and (3)
post the notice in a conspicuous public place in the school district’s jurisdiction.
The school district will keep a written record of the posting.

When it is necessary to hold an emergency meeting without reasonable
advance public notice, the nature of the emergency shall be stated in the
minutes of the meeting, and any formal action taken in such meeting shall
pertain only to the emergency. Complete minutes of such emergency
meetings specifying the nature of the emergency and any formal action taken
at the meeting shall be made available to the public no later than the end of
the next regular business day.

3. Weather Delays

In the event of inclement weather which makes it dangerous or unreasonable
for board members or members of the public to attend a meeting for which
notice has already been given, such meeting may be postponed by the board
president. The board will communicate the delay to members of the public by
posting it on the district’'s website and by following the same communication
protocol that the district follows when student attendance at school is called
off due to inclement weather. When possible, the board president and
superintendent will attempt to communicate the information to local media
members and business owners to assist in notifying the public of the delay.
Notice of the date, time, and location of the postponed meeting will be
advertised as required in the “Notice” section above.

4, Minutes

a. The board shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time,
place, members present and absent, the method(s) and date(s)
of the meeting notice, and the substance of all matters discussed.

b. Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and
seconded shall be by roll call vote of the board in open session,
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and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the
member was absent or not voting.

C. The minutes of all meetings and evidence and documentation
received or disclosed in open session shall be public record and
shall be published on the school district's website within ten
working days of the last meeting or prior to the next convened
meeting, whichever occurs earlier. The minutes shall be available
on the website for at least six months.

Adopted on: 7-9-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on: 1-10-2022
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3003

Bidding for Construction, Remodeling, Repair, or Site Improvement

I. Applicability of this policy.

Construction and contracts undertaken with federal funds, whether
those funds are derived directly from the federal government (e.g.
award of a federal grant) or are derived by pass-through awards from
the Nebraska Department of Education (e.g. special education funds,
school lunch funds, Title I funds) are subject to the policy on
Construction with Federal Funds, which is found elsewhere in this
section.

This policy applies to all other purchases and contracts made by the
school district for construction, remodeling, repair and other site
improvements.

II.Projects with an Estimated Cost of Less than $109,000

I1I.

A. The school district will solicit quotes and/or estimates for all projects
with an estimated cost of less than $109,000.

B. Prior to solicitation of the quotes and/or estimates, the
superintendent will determine whether the district will accept oral
submissions.

C. Quotes and/or estimates may be solicited by the superintendent or
his/her designee without board action.

D. The terms of any construction project undertaken pursuant to this
policy will be memorialized in a written contract which has been
reviewed by the district’s legal counsel and approved by the board.

E. The district may use a Nebraska state-wide cooperative purchasing
program in lieu of obtaining quotes or bids under this policy to the
extent such a bid or quote is not otherwise independently required
by law.

F. Nothing in this subsection prohibits or requires the use of the formal
bidding procedures. If the district is going to solicit formal bids for
projects of less than $109,000 they must follow the formal
procedures outlined in this policy.

Formal Bidding for Major Purchases and Construction

A. Pursuant to section 73-106 of the Nebraska statutes, the board will
advertise for bids when the contemplated expenditure of the project



exceeds $109,000 for the construction, remodeling or repair of a
school-owned building or for site improvement.

B. In projects that involve professional engineering or architecture, the
board will have a registered professional engineer or architect
prepare the plans, specifications, and estimates when the anticipated
cost of the project exceeds $144,000.

C. Advertising for Bids

1.

The superintendent or designee will arrange to advertise for
bids under this section by publishing notice in any newspaper
of general circulation within the school district at least 7
calendar days prior to the date on which bids are due.

Nothing in this policy shall prevent the superintendent or
designee from advertising in additional media outlets or for a
longer period of time.

D. Bid Documents

1.

The bid documents shall identify the day upon which the bids
shall be returned, received or opened and shall identify the
hour at which the bids will close or be received or opened.

The invitation for bids will be sufficiently certain and specific,
will include any specifications and pertinent attachments, and
will define the items or services in order to allow the bidder to
properly respond.

The bid documents shall also provide that such bids shall be
opened simultaneously in the presence of the bidders or their
representatives.

Bids received after the date and time specified in the bid
documents shall be returned to the bidder unopened.

If bids are being opened on more than one contract, the board,
in its discretion, may award each contract as the bids are
opened.

Sealed bids will be opened in a place and at the specific time



stated in the bid form. Bidders shall be notified of the opening
and invited to be present.

7. The board shall have discretion in determining which bidders
are responsible and responsive and shall award the contract
to the lowest, responsible, and responsive bidder whose bid
meets the bid specifications.

E. Any or all bids may be rejected if there is a sound documented reason

F. The terms of any construction project undertaken pursuant to this
policy will be memorialized in a written contract which has been
reviewed by the district’s legal counsel and approved by the board.

Adopted on: 8-13-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:




3004.1
Fiscal Management for Purchasing and Procurement Using Federal
Funds

I. Applicability of Policy

This policy applies only to non-construction related purchases undertaken with
federal funds which are subject to the federal Uniform Grant Guidance (UGG)
and other applicable federal law, including but not limited to the Education
Department and General Administration Regulations (EDGAR) and the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulations governing school food
service programs. In the event this policy conflicts or is otherwise inconsistent
with mandatory provisions of the UGG, EDGAR or other applicable federal law,
the mandatory provisions of the laws shall control.

All other non-construction purchases will be governed by the Board’s general
purchasing policy, which can be found earlier in this subsection. In the event
of a conflict between state and federal law, the more stringent requirement
shall apply.

This procurement policy shall govern all purchasing activities that relate to
any aspect of the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs. The
district’s goal is to fully implement all required procurement rules, regulations
and policies set forth in 2 CFR 200, 7 CFR parts 210, 3016 and 3019, and by
the Nebraska Department of Education.

II. Procurement System
The District maintains the following purchasing procedures.
A. Responsibility for Purchasing

The authority to make purchases shall be governed by the District’s
purchasing policy, which can be found elsewhere in this section. Except as
otherwise provided in the District’'s purchasing policy, the acquisition of
services, equipment, and supplies shall be centralized in the administration
office under the supervision of the superintendent of schools, who shall be
responsible for developing and administering the purchasing program of the
school district. Purchases or commitments of district funds that are not
authorized by this policy will be the responsibility of the person making the
commitment.
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B. Methods of Purchasing

The type of purchase procedures required depends on the cost of the item(s)
being purchased.

1. Purchases up to $10,000 (Micro-Purchases)

Micro-purchase means an individual procurement transaction for supplies or
services using simplified acquisition procedures, the annual aggregate amount
of which does not exceed $10,000. Micro-purchases may be made or awarded
without soliciting competitive quotations, to the extent district staff determine
that the cost of the purchase is reasonable. For purposes of this policy
“reasonable” means the purchase is comparable to market prices for the
geographic area.

To the extent practicable, the District distributes micro-purchases equitably
among qualified suppliers. The District will follow its standard policy on
purchasing, which can be found earlier in this subsection.

2. Purchases between $10,000 and $250,000 (Simplified
Acquisition Procedures)

Simplified acquisitions are purchases that, in the aggregate amount, are more
than $10,000 and less than $250,000 annually. For simplified acquisitions,
price or rate quotes shall be obtained in advance from a reasonable number
of qualified sources as detailed in the district’s standard policies on purchasing
and on bid letting and contracts, which can be found earlier in this subsection.

3. Purchases Over $250,000

a) Sealed Bids (Formal Advertising)

For purchases over $250,000, the district will generally follow the bidding
process outlined in the board’s policy on Bidding for Construction, Remodeling,
Repair or Site Improvement. If sealed bids are not accepted for a purchase
of over $250,000, the district will retain an explanation for that decision.

b) Contract/Price Analysis
The District performs a cost or price analysis in connection with every
procurement action in excess of $250,000, including contract modifications.

The district will make an independent estimate of costs prior to receiving bids
or proposals.
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4,

5.

Noncompetitive Proposals (Sole Sourcing)

a)

b)

Procurement by noncompetitive proposals is
procurement through solicitation of a proposal from
only one source and may be used only when one or
more of the following circumstances apply:

1) The procurement transaction can only be fulfilled
by a single source;

2) The public exigency or emergency for the
requirement will not permit a delay resulting from
providing public notice of a competitive solicitation;

3) The federal awarding agency or pass-through
entity expressly authorizes written approval of
noncompetitive proposals in response to a written
request from the District; or

4) After solicitation of a number of sources,
competition is determined inadequate.

Noncompetitive proposals may only be solicited with the
approval of the superintendent or the board. Sufficient
and appropriate documentation that justifies the sole
sourcing decision must be maintained by the
superintendent or designee.

c) A cost or price analysis will be performed for

noncompetitive proposals when the price exceeds
$250,000.

Competitive Proposals.

a) The technique of competitive proposals is normally

conducted with more than one source submitting an
offer, and either a fixed price or cost-reimbursement type
contract is awarded. It is generally used when conditions
are not appropriate for the use of sealed bids. If this
method is used, the following requirements apply:
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1) Requests for proposals must be publicized and
identify all evaluation factors and their relative
importance. Any response to publicized requests
for proposals must be considered;

2) Proposals must be solicited from an adequate
number of qualified sources; and

3) Contracts must be awarded to the responsible firm
whose proposal is most advantageous to the
program, with price and other factors considered.

b) The District may use competitive proposal procedures for
qualifications-based procurement of
architectural/engineering (A/E) professional services
whereby competitors' qualifications are evaluated and
the most qualified competitor is selected, subject to
negotiation of fair and reasonable compensation. The
method, where price is not used as a selection factor, can
only be used to procure A/E professional services. The
method may not be used to purchase other services
provided by A/E firms are a potential source to perform
the proposed effort.

c) The District may select a proposal that offers the best
value and that is based upon the proposer’s
responsiveness to the proposal, experience, reputation,
staff qualifications, ability and capacity to carry on the
work, price, honesty, integrity, skills, business judgment,
financial stability, past performance, and other relevant
factors. The evaluation may be conducted by the school
board, a designated committee, or another designee of
the school board.

C. Use of Purchase (Debit & Credit) Cards

District use of purchase cards is subject to the policy on purchase cards which
can be found elsewhere in this subsection.

D. Federal Procurement System Standards
The district’'s procurement transactions will be conducted in a manner

providing full and open competition consistent with 2 C.F.R §200.319.
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The District will maintain and follow general procurement standards consistent
with 2 C.F.R. §200.318.

E. Debarment and Suspension

The District awards contracts only to responsible contractors possessing the
ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a proposed
procurement. Consideration will be given to such matters as contractor
integrity, public policy compliance, proper classification of employees (see the
Fair Labor Standards Act, 29 U.S.C. 201, chapter 8), record of past
performance, and financial and technical resources when conducting a
procurement transaction.

The District may not subcontract with or award subgrants to any person or
company who is debarred or suspended. For all contracts over $25,000 the
District verifies that the vendor with whom the District intends to do business
with is not excluded or disqualified. 2 C.F.R. Part 200, Appendix II(1) and 2
C.F.R. §§ 180.220 and 180.300.

The District will verify debarment or suspension by revising the excluded
parties list on SAM.gov, collecting a certification through the bidding process,
and/or by including a debarment and suspension provision in the bid and
contract documents. The Superintendent or his/her designee shall be
responsible for such verification.

F. Settlements of Issues Arising Out of Procurements

The District alone is responsible, in accordance with good administrative
practice and sound business judgment, for the settlement of all contractual
and administrative issues arising out of procurements. These issues include,
but are not limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims.
These standards do not relieve the District of any contractual responsibilities
under its contracts. Violations of law will be referred to the local, state, or
federal authority having proper jurisdiction.

III. Conflict of Interest and Code of Conduct

A. Board and staff member conflicts of interest are governed by
the district’s conflict of interest policies.

B. Purchases covered by this policy are subject to the following
additional provisions.
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1. Employees, officers, and agents engaged in the selection,
award, and/or administration of district contracts which are
prohibited from engaging in such actions if a real or apparent
conflict of interest is present.

2. Such a conflict of interest would arise when the employee,
officer, or agent, any member of his or her immediate family,
his or her partner, or an organization which employs or is about
to employ any of the parties indicated herein, has a financial or
other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm
considered for a contract.

3. The board may determine at its discretion that a financial
interest is not substantial enough to give rise to a conflict of
interest.

C. Favors and Gifts

An employee, officer, agent, and board member of the District may neither
solicit nor accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from
contractors or parties to subcontracts, except that this provision does not
prohibit the receipt of unsolicited items of nominal value. For purposes of this
policy, "nominal value” means a fair market value of $25 or less.

D. Enforcement

Disciplinary Actions including, but not limited to, counseling, oral reprimand,
written reprimand, suspensions without pay, or termination of employment,
will be applied for violations of such standards by officers, employees, board
members, or agents of the District.

IV. Property Management Systems
A. Property Classifications

1. Equipment means tangible personal property (including
information technology systems) having a useful life of more
than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost that equals or
exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the
District for financial statement purposes, or $10,000.

2. Supplies means all tangible personal property other than those

described in §200.33 Equipment. A computing device is a
supply if the acquisition cost is less than the lesser of the
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capitalization level established by the District for financial
statement purposes or $10,000, regardless of the length of its
useful life. 2 C.F.R. §200.94.

3. Computing Devices means machines that acquire, store,
analyze, process, and publish data and other information
electronically, including accessories (or “peripherals”) for
printing, transmitting and receiving, or storing electronic
information. 2 C.F.R. §200.20.

4. Capital Assets means tangible or intangible assets used in
operations having a useful life of more than one year which are
capitalized in accordance with GAAP. Capital assets include:

a) Land, buildings (facilities), equipment, and intellectual
property (including software) whether acquired by
purchase, construction, manufacture, lease-purchase,
exchange, or through capital leases; and

b) Additions, improvements, modifications, replacements,
rearrangements, reinstallations, renovations or
alterations to capital assets that materially increase their
value or useful life (not ordinary repairs and
maintenance). 2 C.F.R. §200.12.

B. Inventory Procedure

Newly purchased property shall be received and inspected by the staff
member who ordered it to ensure that that it matches the purchase order,
invoice, or contract and that it is in acceptable condition.

Equipment, Computing Devices, and Capital Assets must be tagged with an
identification number, manufacturer, model, name of individual who tagged
the item, and date tagged).

C. Inventory Records
For equipment, computing devices, and capital assets purchased with federal
funds, the following information is maintained in the property management
system:
1. Serial number;

2. District identification number;
3. Manufacturer;
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4 Model;

5 Date tagged and individual who tagged it;

6. Source of funding for the property;

7.  Who holds title;

8 Acquisition date and cost of the property;

9 Percentage of federal participation in the project costs for the
federal award under which the property was acquired;

10. Location, use and condition of the property; and

11. Any ultimate disposition data including the date of disposal and
sale price of the property.

The inventory list shall be adjusted by the superintendent of schools or his/her
designee for property that is sold, lost, stolen, cannot be repaired, or that
cannot be located.

D. Physical Inventory

1. A physical inventory of the property must be taken and the
results reconciled with the property records at least once every
two years.

2. The Superintendent or his/her designee will ensure that the
physical inventory is performed. The physical inventory will
generally occur during the months of June or July, but may be
conducted during other time periods with the approval of the
superintendent.

E. Maintenance

In accordance with 2 C.F.R. 313(d)(4), the District maintains adequate
maintenance procedures to ensure that property is kept in good condition.

F. Lost or Stolen Items
The District maintains a control system that ensures adequate safeguards are
in place to prevent loss, damage, or theft of the property. The District will
notify the Federal agency or pass-through entity of any loss, damage, or theft
of equipment that will have an impact on the program.

G. Use of Equipment
Equipment must be used in the program or project for which it was acquired

as long as needed, whether or not the project or program continues to be
supported by the federal award, and the District will not encumber the
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property for any non-federal program use without prior approval of the federal
awarding agency and the pass-through entity.

H. Disposal of Equipment

When it is determined that equipment acquired under a federal award is no
longer needed for the original project or program or for other activities
currently or previously supported by a federal awarding agency, the
Superintendent or his/her designee will contact the awarding agency (or pass-
through for a state-administered grant) for disposition instructions.

If the item has a current fair market value of $10,000 or less, it may be
retained, sold, or otherwise disposed of with no further obligation to the
federal awarding agency or pass-through entity. The Superintendent or
his/her designee will utilize sales procedures which ensure the highest possible
return on the disposal of the equipment.

I. Equipment Retention
When included in the terms and conditions of the Federal award, the Federal
agency may permit the recipient to retain equipment, or authorize a pass-
through entity to permit the recipient to retain equipment, with no further
obligation to the Federal Government unless prohibited by Federal statute or
regulation.

J. Equipment and Capital Expenditures

All equipment and capital expenditures shall comply with the rules and
requirements of 2 CFR 200.439.

K. Depreciation

All depreciation shall comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR
200.436.

L. Reporting and Recording Federal Property Interest
The district will comply with federal interest reporting and submit
annual reports, if required, regarding a real property interest due to
a renovation, major remodeling, construction, or real property

project funded by federal grant funds.

V. Financial Management
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A. Identification

The District will identify, in its accounts, all federal awards received and
expended and the federal programs under which they were received. Federal
program and award identification include, as applicable, the CFDA title and
number, federal award identification number and year, name of the federal
agency, and, if applicable, name of the pass-through entity.

B. Financial Reporting

The District will make an accurate, current, and complete disclosure of the
financial results of each federal award or program in accordance with the
financial reporting requirements set forth in the Education Department
General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR).

C. Accounting Records

The District maintains records which adequately identify the source and
application of funds provided for federally-assisted activities. These records
must contain information pertaining to grant or subgrant awards,
authorizations, obligations, unobligated balances, assets, expenditures,
income and interest and be supported by source documentation.

D. Internal Controls

The Superintendent or his/her designee must maintain effective control and
accountability for all funds, real and personal property, and other assets
through board review and approval of claims, an annual audit of the district’s
finances pursuant to the applicable Nebraska Department of Education and
federal rules and regulations, and comparison of expenditures and outlays to
budgeted amounts. The District adequately safeguards all such property and
assures that it is used solely for authorized purposes. The District takes
reasonable cybersecurity and other measures to safeguard information
including protected personally identifiable information.

E. Budget Control
Actual expenditures or outlays will be compared with budgeted amounts for
each federal award at least annually and more often as required by law or

deemed prudent by the board or administrative staff.

F. Payment Methods
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The District will comply with applicable methods and procedures for payment
that minimize the time elapsing between the transfer of funds and
disbursement by the District, in accordance with the Cash Management
Improvement Act at 31 CFR Part 205. Generally, the District receives
payment from the Nebraska Department of Education on a reimbursement
basis. 2 CFR § 200.305. However, if the District receives an advance in federal
grant funds, the District will remit interest earned on the advanced payment
quarterly to the federal agency. The District may retain interest amounts up
to $500 per year for administrative expenses. 2 CFR § 200.305(b)(9).

Consistent with state and federal requirements, the District will maintain
source documentation supporting the federal expenditures (invoices, time
sheets, payroll stubs, etc.) and will make such documentation available for
the Nebraska Department of Education to review upon request.

G. Allowability of Costs

Expenditures must be aligned with approved budgeted items. Any changes or
variations from the state-approved budget and grant application need prior
approval.

When determining how the District will spend its grant funds, the
Superintendent or his/her designee will review the proposed cost to determine
whether it is an allowable use of federal grant funds before obligating and
spending those funds on the proposed good or service. All costs supported by
federal education funds must meet the standards outlined in EDGAR, 2 CFR
Part 3474 and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart E. The Superintendent or his/her
designee must consider these factors when making an allowability
determination.

The Superintendent or his/her designee will consider Part 200’s cost guidelines
when federal grant funds are expended. The Superintendent or his/her
designee will also consider whether all state - and District-level requirements
and policies regarding expenditures have been followed.

H. Use of Program Income - Deduction, Addition, or Cost Sharing
or Matching

The default method for the use of program income for the District is the
deduction method. 2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e). Under the deduction method,
program income is deducted from total allowable costs to determine the net
allowable costs. Program income will only be used for current costs unless
the District is otherwise directed by the federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity. 2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e)(1). The District may also request prior
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approval from the federal awarding agency to use the addition method. Under
the addition method, program income may be added to the Federal award by
the Federal agency and the non-Federal entity. The program income must
then be used for the purposes and under the conditions of the Federal award.
2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e)(2). The District may also request prior approval from
the federal awarding agency to use the cost sharing or matching method.

While the deduction method is the default method, the District always refers
to the grant award notice prior to determining the appropriate use of program
income.

I. Cost Sharing or Matching

For all Federal awards, any shared costs or matching funds and all
contributions, including cash and third-party in-kind contributions, must be
accepted as part of the non-Federal entity's cost sharing or matching when
such contributions meet all of the following criteria:

(1) Are verifiable from the non-Federal entity's records;

(2) Are not included as contributions for any other Federal award;

(3) Are necessary and reasonable for accomplishment of project or
program objectives;

(4) Are allowable under subpart E (Cost Principles) of this part;

(5) Are not paid by the Federal Government under another Federal
award, except where the Federal statute authorizing a program
specifically provides that Federal funds made available for such
program can be applied to matching or cost sharing requirements
of other Federal programs;

(6) Are provided for in the approved budget when required by the
Federal awarding agency; and

(7) Conform to other provisions of this part, as applicable.

J. Documentation of Personnel Expenses

Records that reflect charges to federal awards for salaries and wages will
comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR 200.430.

VI. Written Compensation Policies
A. Time and Effort Standards
All employees who are paid in full or in part with federal funds must keep

specific documents to demonstrate the amount of time they spent on grant
activities. This includes an employee whose salary is paid with state or local
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funds but is used to meet a required “match” in a federal program. These
documents, known as time and effort records, are maintained in order to
charge the costs of personnel compensation to federal grants. Charges to
federal awards for salaries and wages must be based on records that
accurately reflect the work performed. These records must:

(1) Be supported by a system of internal controls which provides
reasonable assurance that the charges are accurate, allowable,
and properly allocated;

(2) Be incorporated into official records;

(3) Reasonably reflect total activity for which the employee is
compensated, not exceeding 100% of compensated activities;

(4) Encompass both federally assisted and all other activities
compensated by the District on an integrated basis;

(5) Comply with the established accounting policies and practices of
the District and

(6) Support the distribution of the employee’s salary or wages among
specific activities or costs objectives.

B. Time and Effort Procedures
Time and effort procedures will follow and comply with 2 CFR 200.430(i).
C. Fringe Benefits

Except as provided otherwise by federal law, the costs of fringe benefits will
be allowable provided that the benefits are reasonable and required by law, a
district-employee agreement, or another policy of the District.

D. Leave

The cost of fringe benefits in the form of regular compensation paid to
employees during periods of authorized absences from the job, such as for
annual leave, family-related leave, sick leave, holidays, court leave, military
leave, administrative leave, and other similar benefits, are allowable if they
are provided under established written District leave policies.

E. Unexpected or Extraordinary Circumstances

In the event of a pandemic or other unexpected or extraordinary
circumstance, the District may close school or individual buildings. In such
case, the District may compensate federally funded or other employees during
such closure to ensure the return of staff to employment after the closure as
allowed by state or federal law.
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F. Documentation for Personnel Expenses

Records that reflect charges to federal awards for salaries and wages will
comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR 200.430.

VII. Other Contract Matters.
A. Required Terms

The non-Federal entity's contracts must contain the applicable provisions
required by section 200.326 and described in Appendix II to Part 200—
Contract Provisions for non-Federal Entity Contracts Under Federal Awards.

B. Contracting with Certain Vendors

Pursuant to the standards contained in 2 C.F.R. § 200.321, the District will
take all necessary affirmative steps to assure that minority businesses,
women's business enterprises, veteran-owned businesses, and labor surplus
area firms are used when possible consistent with state law.

Buy American. The District participates in the National School Lunch
Program and School Breakfast Program and is required to use the nonprofit
food service funds, to the maximum extent practicable, to buy domestic
commodities or products for Program meals. A “domestic commodity or
product” is defined as one that is either produced in the U.S. or is processed
in the U.S. substantially using agricultural commodities that are produced in
the U.S. as provided in 7 CFR 210.21(d).
The District may deviate from this general requirement only if:
e The product is not produced or manufactured in the U.S. in sufficient
and reasonably available quantities of a satisfactory quality; or
o Competitive bids reveal the costs of a U.S. product are significantly
higher than the non-domestic product.

C. Record Keeping
1. Record Retention

a) The District maintains all records that fully show (1) the
amount of funds under the grant or subgrant; (2) how
the subgrantee uses those funds; (3) the total cost of
each project; (4) the share of the total cost of each
project provided from other sources; (5) other records to
facilitate an effective audit; and (6) other records to show
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compliance with federal program requirements. 34 C.F.R.
§§ 76.730-.731 and §§ 75.730-.731. The District also
maintains records of significant project experiences and
results. 34 C.F.R. § 75.732. These records and accounts
must be retained and made available for programmatic
or financial audit.

b) The U.S. Department of Education is authorized to
recover any federal funds misspent within 5 years before
the receipt of a program determination letter. 34 C.F.R.
§ 81.31(c). Schedule 10 (Local School Districts) and
Schedule 24 (Local Agencies General Records) of the
Nebraska Records Management Division as approved by
the Nebraska Secretary of State/State Records
Administrator requires the District to maintain records
regarding federal awards for a minimum of six (6) years.
Consequently, the District shall retain records for a
minimum of six (6) years from the date on which the final
Financial Status Report is submitted, unless otherwise
notified in writing to extend the retention period by the
awarding agency, cognizant agency for audit, oversight
agency for audit, or cognizant agency for indirect costs.
However, if any litigation, claim, or audit is started before
the expiration of the record retention period, the records
will be retained until all litigation, claims, or audit findings
involving the records have been resolved and final action
taken. 2 C.F.R. § 200.333.

c) Records will be destroyed in compliance with Schedule
10, Schedule 24, and State law. This includes the
completion of a Records Disposition Report.

2. Maintenance of Procurement Records

a) The District must maintain records sufficient to detail the
history of all procurements. These records will include,
but are not necessarily limited to the following: rationale
for the method of procurement, selection of contract
type, contractor selection or rejection, the basis for the
contract price (including a cost or price analysis), and
verification that the contractor is not suspended or
debarred.
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b) Retention of procurement records shall be in accordance
with applicable law and Board policy.
D. Privacy

The District has protections in place to ensure that the personal information
of both students and employees is protected. These include the use of
passwords that are changed on a regular basis; staff training on the
requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and
State confidentiality requirements; and training on identifying whether an
individual requesting access to records has the right to the documentation.

Adopted on: 8-13-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:
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3023
Record Management and Retention

The school district will comply with all federal record retention requirements,
the Nebraska Records Management Act, and with Schedules 10 and 24 of the
Nebraska Secretary of State’s Records Management Division. These
requirements apply to both physical and digital records. When permitted by
Schedule 10 and Schedule 24 of the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office,
records will be transferred to durable electronic media for long-term storage.

Special Rules Related to Electronic Forms of Communication.
Electronically stored information such as e-mail, instant messaging, and other
electronic communication are important to the district’s overall operation. E-
mail and other forms of electronic communication which is subject to retention
under the Nebraska Records Management Act may be moved to a storage
method other that their original format. Each individual who creates or
receives electronic communications that belong to or pertains to the operation
of the district is responsible for determining whether and in what format those
records must be maintained. Duplicate records may be destroyed at any time
prior to the approved retention period. Staff members who are uncertain about
whether a record should be retained should consult with their supervising
administrator.

The district will archive all Google Apps data with metadata intact, except for
instant messaging which users determine to be transitory. Only the domain
administrator or other designated individual will be able to retrieve electronic
communication and other electronically stored information which has been
vaulted.

School-affiliated Social Media Posts. Communication on school-affiliated
social media accounts are considered short-term communications pursuant to
the Records Management Act. As such, they will be retained in their original
form on the vendor’s system and will not be deleted by the user for at least 6
months. Individuals who are uncertain as to whether a specific social media
account is “school-affiliated” should refer to the Board’s policy on Staff and
District Social Media Use contained elsewhere in these policies.

Special Rules Related to Security Camera Footage. Video footage from
security cameras is generally considered working papers under the Records
Management Act, and will be overwritten consistent with the district’s audio
and video recording policy. Video footage which captures an event of
educational or behavioral significance and contains personally-identifiable



information will be maintained by the school district pursuant to its policy on
student records.

Student Records. The retention of student records is also governed by the
board’s policy on student records.

Records Regarding Pending or Threatened Litigation. When litigation
against the district or its employees is filed or threatened, the district will take
all reasonable action to preserve all documents and records that pertain to the
issue. When the district is made aware of pending or threatened litigation, a
litigation hold directive will be issued by the superintendent or his/her
designee. The directive will be given to all persons suspected of having
records that may pertain to the potential issues in the litigation. The litigation
hold directive overrides any records retention schedule that may otherwise
call for the disposition or destruction of the records until the litigation hold has
been lifted.

Federal Award Records. The district will retain federal award records as
required by 2 C.F.R. § 200.334. This includes retaining all federal award
records for three years from the date of submission of their final financial
report. For awards that are renewed quarterly or annually, the district will
retain records for three years from the date of submission of their quarterly
or annual financial report, respectively. Records to be retained include but
are not limited to, financial records, supporting documentation, and statistical
records.

Adopted on: 8-13-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:




3026
Handbooks

The school district’s handbooks for students and staff are intended to convey
information and explain school regulations and procedures that are necessary
for the school to run smoothly and efficiently. The district’s handbooks are an
extension of these policies and have the force and effect of board policy when
approved by the board of education. Although the board may approve the
handbooks annually, the administration has the authority to change the
contents of any handbook without board approval so long as the changes are
consistent with board policy.

The administration may provide only the amendment to the individuals
affected by the change without providing them with the full handbook unless
required by law.

None of the district’'s handbooks creates a “contract” between the school
district, staff members, parents or students.

If any information contained in any handbook conflicts with board policy or
state statute, the policy or statute will govern.

Adopted on: 9-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:
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Purchasing (Credit) Card Program

The board approves the use of a purchasing card (credit card) program for the
purchase of goods and services for and on behalf of the school district. The
board will determine the type of purchasing card or cards to be used in the
program and may contract with a third-party provider as provided by law.

Authorized Purchases. Authorized users have standing authority to use the
purchasing card to charge actual, necessary, and reasonable travel expenses
and expenditures approved by the administration. Otherwise, the purchasing
card may only be used to purchase goods and services approved by the board
or the superintendent or designee. The maximum amount that may be
charged in a single day is $10,000

Unauthorized Purchases. In no event shall the purchasing card be used for
personal purchases, purchases that are not school related, alcohol purchases,
or purchases that are not allowed by law. Such unauthorized use shall result
in discipline, up to and including the end of employment. Individuals who
make unauthorized purchases shall reimburse the district for the expense
within ten days of the purchase or the discovery of the unauthorized purchase,
whichever occurs first.

Authorized Users. Individuals holding the following titles may be assighed
an individual purchasing card: administration, head maintenance, and office
staff. The board may take action at any meeting to authorize additional users
or to revoke or suspend user privileges. Such action shall be recorded in the
minutes. The school may also maintain a purchasing card in the name of the
school district. School district employees may purchase school related goods
and services with the school district credit card only with authorization from
the superintendent.

Documentation. Employees making a purchasing card purchase must
submit an itemized receipt and a purchasing card receipt to the school district.
The itemized receipt must include the name of the business, contact
information, the date, a description of each item sufficient to give the board
reasonable notice of the item purchased, and the price. A non-itemized
credit card receipt alone is not sufficient. Designated school personnel
shall maintain the documentation for at least 7 years or as otherwise required
by Schedule 10 - Local School Districts or Schedule 24 - Local Agencies
(General Records) maintained by the Nebraska Records Management Division.
Employees must maintain copies of any documentation submitted to the
school district.



Suspension or Termination of Privileges. The board or the superintendent
(or his or her designee) (1) shall temporarily or permanently suspend the
purchasing card privileges of any individual that does not submit an itemized
receipt for each purchasing card purchase, and (2) may temporarily or
permanently suspend the purchasing card privileges of any individual for any
other reason. The individual’s purchasing card account must be immediately
closed and he or she must return the purchasing card to the superintendent
or board. Purchases that are not accompanied by the required documentation
shall be considered unauthorized, and the individual making the purchase
must reimburse the district within 10 days of the purchase or the discovery of
the non-itemized purchase, whichever occurs first.

Reward Points or Rebates. Any reward points, rebates, or other benefits
received from the third-party purchasing card company are and shall remain
the property of the school district.

Purchase Review Procedures. The superintendent, or his or her designee,
and bookkeeper will conduct independent reviews of credit card expenses, or
a sample thereof, on a monthly basis. Any unlawful or unauthorized
expenditure or other discrepancy will be brought to the attention of the
offending employee, if any, and the board. The superintendent or his or her
designee will provide the board at each regular meeting with the
documentation submitted pursuant to this policy or a summary of that
documentation with a description of each item sufficient to give the board
reasonable notice of the items purchased. Any unlawful or unauthorized
purchase must be addressed as provided in this policy or as otherwise allowed
by law.

Adopted on: 9-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:




3043
Design-Build Contracts

This policy is adopted pursuant to the Political Subdivisions Construction
Alternatives Act (NEB. REv. STAT. § 13-2901 through § 13-2914).

I.

A.

0

Definitions. For purposes of this policy:

Act means the Nebraska Political Subdivisions Construction Alternatives
Act.

Board means the District’s Board of Education.
Department means the Nebraska Department of Education.

. Design-Build Contract (D-B Contract) means a contract which is

subject to qualification-based selection between the District and a
Design-Builder to furnish (a) architectural, engineering, and related
design services for a project pursuant to the Act and (b) labor, materials,
supplies, equipment, and construction services for a project pursuant to
the Act.

. Design-Builder means the legal entity which proposes to enter into a

D-B Contract which is subject to qualification-based selection pursuant
to the Act.

District means Southern Public Schools.

G. Letter of Interest means a statement indicating interest to enter into

a D-B Contract for a project pursuant to the Act.

. NEARA means the Nebraska Engineers and Architects Regulation Act.

Performance-Criteria Developer (PCD) means any person licensed
or any organization issued a certificate of authorization to practice
architecture or engineering pursuant to the NEARA who is selected by
the District to assist the District in the development of Project
Performance Criteria, Requests for Proposals, evaluation of Proposals,
evaluation of the construction under a D-B Contract to determine
adherence to the Project Performance Criteria, and any additional
services requested by the District to represent its interests in relation to
a project.

Project Performance Criteria means the performance requirements
of the project suitable to allow the Design-Builder to make a proposal.
Performance requirements include the following, if required by the
project: capacity, durability, standards, ingress and egress
requirements, description of the site, surveys, soil and environmental
information concerning the site, interior space requirements, material
quality standards, design and construction schedules, site development
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IT1.

requirements, provisions for utilities, storm water retention and
disposal, parking requirements, applicable governmental code
requirements, and other criteria for the intended use of the project.

. Proposal means an offer in response to a Request for Proposals (RFP)

by a Design-Builder to enter into a D-B Contract for a project pursuant
to the Act.

. Qualification-based selection process means a process of selecting

a design-builder based first on the qualifications of the design-builder
and then on the design-builder's proposed approach to the design and
construction of the project;

. Request for letters of interest means the documentation or

publication by which the District solicits letters of interest;

. Superintendent means the District’s Superintendent of Schools, or his

or her designhee.
Resolution to Select Design-Build. The Board shall adopt a

resolution by a two-thirds affirmative vote selecting the design-build contract
delivery system prior to proceeding with any of the steps described below.

ITI.

A. For a project, in whole or in part, for water, wastewater, utility, or sewer

construction, the resolution shall include a statement that the District
has made a determination that the design-build contract delivery
system is in the public interest based, at a minimum, on one of the
following criteria: (a) Savings in cost or time or (b) requirement of
specialized or complex construction methods suitable for the design-
build contract delivery system.

Selecting and Hiring a Performance-Criteria Developer (PCD)

. Selecting the Most Qualified PCD for Contract Negotiations. The

required procedures for selecting the most qualified PCD for contract
negotiations differ depending on the magnitude of the District’s estimate
of the project’s basic construction cost, as described in this section A.

1. Project Cost $896,000 and Below. For a project whose basic
construction cost is estimated by the District to be $896,000 or less,
the District will use the following procedures for identifying the most
qualified PCD:

a. The Superintendent will solicit statements of qualification from
potential PCDs. Such solicitation shall include a general
description of the project and shall indicate how interested
individuals or firms can apply for consideration by the District. The
Superintendent may, but is not required to, give public notice of
such solicitation.
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b.

Based on the statements of qualifications and any other relevant
information that the Superintendent receives, the Superintendent
shall make a finding identifying the applicant most qualified to
serve as the PCD for the project based on the applicant’s
capabilities to perform, adequacy of personnel, past record and
performance, experience, and such other factors as may be
determined by the Superintendent to be applicable to the District’s
particular requirements for the project.

Following such finding, the Superintendent shall recommend to
the Board that it negotiate a contract with the applicant so
identified.

2. Project Cost in Excess of $896,000. For a project whose basic
construction cost is estimated by the District to exceed $896,000,
the District will use the following procedures for identifying the most
qualified PCD:

a.

The District will encourage individuals or firms who desire to
provide professional services to the District as its PCD for the
project to submit a statement of qualifications. At least fifteen
(15) days prior to the deadline to respond, the District will publish
notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the District that it
is seeking a PCD for a design-build project. The notice shall
include the following:

i. A general description of the project;

ii. How interested firms can apply for consideration by the
District; and

iii. The date by which individuals or firms must submit their
statements of qualifications; and

iv. A statement that any individual or firm applying for
consideration by the District must obtain a copy of the District’s
Design-Build Contract Policy from the Superintendent.

b. To apply to be the District’s PCD, applicants must submit a current

C.

statement of qualifications to the District. The statement of
qualifications must include evidence that the applicant is licensed
or certified to practice architecture or engineering pursuant to the
NEARA. Applicants must update any information provided to the
District to reflect any changed conditions of the applicant.

Applicants shall first be certified by the Superintendent as
qualified to act as a PCD for the District. In order to certify an
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applicant, the Superintendent shall make a finding that a PCD is
fully qualified to render the required service. Factors to be
considered in making this finding shall include capabilities to
perform, adequacy of personnel, past record and performance,
and experience; and may also include consideration of recent,
current, and projected workloads; equipment and facilities;
promptness; the quality of work previously done by applicant;
suitability to the particular task; willingness to meet time and
budget requirements; and such other qualities as are found
necessary to consider in order to determine whether or not, if
awarded the contract, the applicant could perform it in accordance
with its terms.

d. The Board will evaluate each qualified applicant’s statement of
qualifications and any other relevant the District has received.
The Board will conduct discussions with, and may require public
presentations by, at least three applicants regarding their
qualifications, approach to the project, and ability to furnish the
required service.

e. The Board will select, in order of preference, at least three
applicants deemed to be most highly qualified to perform the
required services after considering the factors identified above.

B. Negotiating a Contract with the PCD. The Board shall negotiate a
contract with the most qualified applicant (identified via the procedures
above) for professional services at compensation that the Board
determines is fair and reasonable. In making such determination, the
Board shall conduct a detailed analysis of the cost of the professional
services required in addition to considering their scope and complexity.
For all lump-sum or cost-plus-a-fixed-fee professional service contracts,
the Board shall require the applicant receiving the award to execute a
certificate stating that wage rates and other factual unit costs supporting
the compensation are accurate, complete, and current at the time of
contracting. Any professional service contract under which such a
certificate is required shall contain a provision that the original contract
price and any additions thereto shall be adjusted to exclude any
significant sums by which Board determines the contract price had been
increased due to inaccurate, incomplete, or noncurrent wage rates and
other factual unit costs. All such contract adjustments shall be made
within one year following the end of the contract.

1. Prohibition Against Contingent Fees. The contract between the
District and the PCD must contain a prohibition against contingent
fees as follows: “The PCD warrants that it has not employed or
retained any company or person, other than a bona fide employee
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working solely for the PCD, to solicit or secure this agreement and
that the PCD has not paid or agreed to pay any person, company,
corporation, individual, or firm, other than a bona fide employee
working solely for the PCD, any fee, commission, percentage, gift, or
any other consideration contingent upon or resulting from the award
or the making of this agreement.” Upon violation of such provision,
the District shall have the right to terminate the agreement without
liability and, at its discretion, to deduct from the contract price, or
otherwise recover, the full amount of such fee, commission,
percentage, or consideration.

. Effect of Unsuccessful Negotiations

1. If the Board is unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract with the
applicant to be the most qualified at a price the Board determines to
be fair and reasonable, negotiations with that applicant shall be
formally terminated. The Board shall then undertake negotiations
with the second most qualified applicant. If the Board fails to reach
an agreement with the second most qualified firm, the Board shall
terminate negotiations with such applicant. The Board shall then
undertake negotiations with the third most qualified applicant.

2. If the Board is unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract with any of
the selected applicants, the Board shall either select additional
applicants in order of their competence and qualification and continue
negotiations in accordance with this policy until an agreement is
reached or review the agreement under negotiation to determine the
possible cause for failure to achieve a negotiated agreement.

. Board-Desighated Committee. The Board may may designate a
committee to carry out any or all of the Board’s duties under this PCD
selection and hiring section of this policy, provided that the Board must
approve any agreement with an applicant prior to its execution. Any
such committee must have among its membership at least one person
who is licensed to practice architecture or engineering pursuant to the
NEARA.

. Open Meetings Act. The public shall not be excluded from the
meetings or proceedings under this section in accordance with the Open
Meetings Act.

. The PCD is ineligible to be included as a provider of any services in a
Proposal for the project on which it has acted as PCD.

. The PCD is prohibited from being employed by or having any financial
or other interest in a Design-Builder that will submit a proposal.
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IV.

V.

Pre-Qualifying Design-Builders

Letters of Interest. The District shall prepare a request for Letters of
Interest, which request shall:

1. Describe the project in sufficient detail to permit a Design-Builder to
submit a letter of interest.

2. Be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the District
at least thirty (30) days prior to the deadline for receiving letters of
interest; and

3. Be sent by first-class mail to any Design-Builder upon request.

Letters of interest shall be reviewed by the District in consultation with
the PCD. The District and the PCD will evaluate prospective Design-
Builders based on the information submitted to the District in response
to the request for letters of interest.

. The District shall select at least three prospective Design-Builders,

except that if only two Design-Builders have submitted letters of
interest, the District shall select at least two prospective Design-
Builders. Such selected Design-Builders shall be considered prequalified
and eligible to receive and respond to the RFP.

. The District and PCD shall use the following standards when selecting

which prospective Design-Builders to prequalify: capabilities to perform,
adequacy of personnel, past record and performance, and experience;
and may also include consideration of recent, current, and projected
workloads; equipment and facilities; promptness; the quality of work
previously done; suitability to the particular task; willingness to meet
time and budget requirements; and such other qualities as are found
necessary to consider in order to determine whether or not, if awarded
the contract, the Design-Builder could perform it in accordance with its
terms.

Preparing Requests for Proposals (RFP). The District, with the

assistance of the PCD, will prepare the RFP, which shall contain:

A.

B.

C.

The identity of the District for which the project will be built and the
District that will execute the design-build contract;

A copy of this Design-Build Contact Policy and all other policies related
to the D-B Contract;

The proposed terms and conditions of the D-B Contract, including any
terms and conditions which are subject to further negotiation. The
proposed general terms and conditions shall be consistent with
nationally recognized model general terms and conditions which are
standard in the design and construction industry in Nebraska. The
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proposed terms and conditions may set forth an initial determination of
the manner by which the Design-Builder selects any subcontractor and
may require that any work subcontracted be awarded by competitive
bidding;

. A project statement which contains information about the scope and
nature of the project;

E. Project Performance Criteria;

F. Budget parameters for the project;

G. Any bonds and insurance required by law or as may be additionally

required by the District;

. The criteria for evaluation of Proposals and the relative weight of each
criterion;

. A requirement that the Design-Builder provide a written statement of
the Design-Builder's proposed approach to the design and construction
of the project, which may include graphic materials illustrating the
proposed approach to design and construction but shall not include price

proposals;
. A requirement that the Design-Builder agree to the following conditions:

1. An architect or engineer licensed to practice in Nebraska will
participate substantially in those aspects of the offering which involve
architectural or engineering services;

2. At the time of the design-build offering, the Design-Builder will
furnish to the Board a written statement identifying the architect or
engineer who will perform the architectural or engineering work for
the design-build project;

3. The architect or engineer engaged by the Design-Builder to perform
the architectural or engineering work with respect to the design-build
project will have direct supervision of such work and may not be
removed by the Design-Builder prior to the completion of the project
without the written consent of the Board;

4. A Design-Builder offering design-build services with its own
employees who are design professionals licensed to practice in
Nebraska will (a) comply with the NEARA by procuring a certificate
of authorization to practice architecture or engineering and (b)
submit proof of sufficient professional liability insurance; and

5. The rendering of architectural or engineering services by a licensed

architect or engineer employed by the Design-Builder will conform to
the NEARA and rules and regulations adopted under the NEARA; and
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K.

VI.

Other information which the District chooses to require.
Notice of RFP. At least thirty (30) days prior to the deadline for

receiving and opening proposals, the District shall cause a Notice of RFP to

be:

A.
B.
C.

VII.

Published in a newspaper of general circulation within the District;
Filed with the Department; and

Sent directly to the prequalified Design-Builders only.

Preparing and Submitting Proposals

Prequalified Design-Builders shall prepare and submit Proposals as
required by the RFP.

. All Proposals shall be sealed. Proposals shall not be opened until

expiration of the time established for making Proposals as set forth in
the RFP.

Proposals may be withdrawn at any time prior to acceptance.

. The District has the right to reject any and all Proposals except for the

purpose of evading the law. The District may thereafter solicit new
Proposals using the same or a different Project Performance Criteria.

Evaluating Proposals

. The District may only proceed to negotiate and enter into a D-B Contract

if there are at least two proposals from prequalified Design-Builders.e

. The Board shall designate members of a selection committee, which

shall include at least five persons. Members of the selection committee
must include:

1. One or more members of the Board;

2. One or more members of the District’'s administration or staff;

3. The PCD;

4. Any person having special expertise relevant to selection of a Design-
Builder or construction manager under the Act; and

5. A resident of the District other than an individual included in

subdivisions (1) through (4) of this subsection.

A member of the selection committee designated under subdivision (4)
or (5) of this subsection shall not be employed by or have a financial or
other interest in a Design-Builder who has a Proposal being evaluated
and shall not be employed by the District or the PCD.

. The District shall refer the Proposals for recommendation to the

selection committee.
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D. The selection committee and the District shall evaluate Proposals taking

into consideration the criteria enumerated in subsections (1) through
(7) of this subsection with the maximum percentage of total points for
evaluation which may be assigned to each criterion set forth following
the criterion. The following criteria shall be evaluated, when applicable:

1. The financial resources of the design-builder to complete the project
(up to ten percent);

2. The ability of the proposed personnel of the design-builder to perform
(up to thirty percent);

3. The character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and
efficiency of the design-builder (up to thirty percent);

4. The quality of performance on previous projects (up to thirty
percent);

5. The ability of the design-builder to perform within the time specified
(up to thirty percent);

6. The previous and existing compliance of the design-builder with laws
relating to the contract (up to ten percent); and

7. Such other information as may be secured having a bearing on the
selection (up to twenty percent).

. The records of the selection committee in evaluating proposals and

making recommendations shall be considered public records for
purposes of NEB. REV. STAT. § 84-712.01.

. The District shall then evaluate and rank each Proposal on the basis of

best meeting the criteria in the RFP and taking into consideration the
recommendation of the selection committee.

Negotiating a Design-Build Contract

. The District may attempt to negotiate a D-B Contract with the highest

ranked Design-Builder selected by the District and may enter into a
Design-Build contract after negotiations.

. The negotiations shall include a final determination of the manner by

which the Design-Builder selects a subcontractor

. If the District is unable to negotiate a satisfactory D-B Contract with the

highest ranked Design-Builder, the District may terminate negotiations
with that Design-Builder. The District may then undertake negotiations
with the second highest ranked Design-Builder and may enter into a D-
B Contract after negotiations.
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D. If the District is unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract with the

second highest ranked Design-Builder, the District may undertake
negotiations with the third highest ranked Design-Builder, if any, and
may enter into a D-B Contract after negotiations.

. If the District is unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract with any of

the ranked Design-Builders, the District may either revise the RFP and
solicit new proposals or cancel the Design-Build process under the Act.

. If the District is able to negotiate a satisfactory D-B Contract with a

Design-Builder, the District shall file a copy of all D-B Contract
documents with the Department within thirty (30) days after their full
execution. Within thirty (30) days after completion of the project, the
Design-Builder shall file a copy of all contract modifications and change
orders with the Department.

Formal Protests Relating to the Solicitation or Execution of D-B

Contracts

A. Definitions. For this section on “Formal Protests Related to the

Solicitation of Execution of D-B Contracts” the following definitions

apply:

1. Interested party shall mean an actual or prospective Design-
Builder whose direct economic interest would be affected by the
award of a contract by the District to another party or by the failure

of the District to award a contract to such actual or prospective
Design-Builder.

2. Protest shall mean a written objection by an interested party on any
phase of the bidding procurement process, including specification,
preparation, performance criteria development, RFP, pre-
qualification, ranking, contract negotiations, and award.

. Right to Protest. An interested party may protest to the

Superintendent. The protest shall be submitted in writing on company
letterhead within five working days after the event giving rise to the
protest.  Protests based on alleged apparent improprieties in a
solicitation or other request for Proposals must be filed before Proposal
opening or the deadline for receipt of proposals. In all other cases, the
protest must be filed within five working days following the selection of
the Design-Builder. To expedite handling of protests, the envelope
containing the protest should be clearly labeled "Protest". The written
protest shall include as a minimum the following:

1. The name and address of the interested party;

2. Appropriate identification of the relevant solicitation, and if a Proposal
has been opened, its number, and date of opening;
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3. A detailed statement of reasons for the protest;

4. Supporting, exhibits, evidence, or documents to substantiate any
claims unless not available within the filing time, in which case the
expected availability date shall be indicated; and a list of all persons
who have knowledge of facts relevant to the protest; and

5. The action(s) the protestor desires the District to take to resolve the
protest.

The Superintendent will immediately decide upon receipt of the protest
whether or not the award of a contract shall be delayed, or if the protest
is timely received after the award, whether the performance of the
contract should be suspended. The District shall not proceed further
with the solicitation or with the award of the contract and shall suspend
performance under the contract, if awarded, unless the Superintendent
makes a written determination that the protest is clearly without merit
or that award of the contract without delay is necessary to protect the
substantial interests of the District.

. Authority to Resolve Protests. Prior to the commencement of an
administrative review by the Board concerning any protest, the
Superintendent shall attempt to resolve any protest filed by an
interested party concerning any solicitation. If the protest is not
resolved by mutual agreement, the Superintendent shall create and
deliver a Decision to the protestor within a reasonable time after the
written protest was received. The Decision shall include a written
summary of the Superintendent’s investigation and a recommendation
regarding the outcome of the protest. The Decision shall (1) state the
reasons for the action taken, and (2) inform the interested party of their
right to the administrative review by the Board. A copy of the Decision
shall be mailed or otherwise furnished immediately to the interested
party and any other party intervening protester and all other Design-
Builders. If not satisfied with the decision of the Superintendent, any
interested party protester may appeal to the Board, but the decision
shall be final unless the interested party protester files a timely appeal
with the Board.

. Board Appeal Procedures. Any interested party protester, within five
working days of receipt of a decision of the Superintendent, may file
with the Superintendent a written notice of appeal for an administrative
review before the Board. The Notice of Appeal must clearly state the
action protested and the basis of appeal. The Board will conduct an
administrative review at its next regularly scheduled meeting or at a
special meeting. The Board shall consider the Decision of the
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Superintendent and shall make the final decision on the protest. The
Board’s decision shall be final.

XI. Refinements and Changes. A D-B Contract may be conditioned upon
later refinements in scope and price and may permit the District in agreement
with the Design-Builder to make changes in the project without invalidating
the D-B Contract. Later refinements shall not, however, exceed the scope of
the project statement contained in the RFP.

XII. Adherence to Performance Criteria. Throughout the project, the
PCD shall remain engaged on the project and shall be responsible for
monitoring the Design-Builder’s adherence to the Performance Criteria in the
Design-Builder’s performance of the D-B Contract. Upon PCD’s observation
that the Design-Builder’s performance of the D-B Contract has or is reasonably
likely to materially diverge from the Performance Criteria, the PCD shall
promptly notify the District of such observation and the basis for the same.

XIII. Projects Excluded. The District shall not use a Design-Build Contract
for any construction project excluded by NEeB. Rev. STAT. § 13-2914 or any
other applicable law.

Adopted on: 9-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:
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3047
Data Breach Response

I. Preparation

A data breach is an instance in which personal information as defined by state
law or personally identifiable information as defined by federal law is released
or accessed in an unauthorized manner. The district will implement and
maintain reasonable security procedures and practices that are appropriate to
the nature and sensitivity of the personal information handled by the district.
In order to ensure compliance with state and federal law; in the event of a
breach the following preparatory steps shall be taken.

A. Data Governance

The superintendent, or their designee, will create an annually updated
data directory that will include:

1. Computing devices purchased by the district,
2. Software that is installed on district devices,

3. Approved vendors/contractors that have access to personal
information or personally identifiable information,

4, Staff members with access to district devices,

5. Staff members with active usernames and passwords for
any district software.

B. New Devices and Software
Any new software or device that is used in a district building for
district purposes will be submitted to the superintendent or their
designee for inclusion in the directory.
II. Incident Response Plan
A. Assessment and Investigation
1. If the District becomes aware of a data breach it will make

every reasonable effort to remedy the cause of the breach
as soon as possible.
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The District will contact its cyber or relevant data breach
insurance provider in the event of a suspected breach.

The District will conduct a good faith, reasonable, and
prompt investigation to determine the likelihood that
personal information has been or will be used for an
unauthorized purpose.

This investigation will include, but not be limited to, an
assessment of what software, hardware, and physical
documents were accessed; which District personnel had
access to the compromised data; and what specific data
was compromised.

B. Notification of Effected Individuals

1.

If the investigation determines that the use of information
about a Nebraska resident for an unauthorized purpose has
occurred or is reasonably likely to occur, the district shall
give notice to the affected Nebraska resident.

Notice shall be made as soon as possible and without
unreasonable delay, consistent with the legitimate needs of
law enforcement and consistent with any measures
necessary to determine the scope of the breach and to
restore the reasonable integrity of the computerized data
system.

C. Notification of Law Enforcement and Outside Organizations

1.

Should notice of the breach be required to any individual,
notice of the breach will be simultaneously sent to the
Nebraska Attorney General’s office.

The Superintendent will determine if the Family Policy
Compliance Office will be notified of the breach.

The Superintendent will determine if the Privacy Technical
Assistance Center will be notified of the breach.
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3057
Title IX Policy

As required by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, it is the policy
of the school district that no person shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded
from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination
under any of the school district’s programs or activities, or in regards to
admission or employment. Any person may report sex discrimination,
including sexual harassment. This report may be made by any means to the
district’s Title IX Coordinator, who can be contacted at 115 South 11th Street,
Wymore, NE 68466, jdmurphy@southernschools.org, & 402-645-3326. Any
other inquiries regarding the application of this policy should be referred to
the Title IX Coordinator.

Definitions. As used in this policy, the following terms are defined as follows:

Complainant means an individual who is alleged to be the victim of
conduct that could constitute sexual harassment.

Formal complaint means a document or electronic submission filed
by a complainant or signed by the Title IX Coordinator alleging sexual
harassment and requesting that the district investigate the allegation
of sexual harassment. At the time of filing a formal complaint with the
district, a complainant must be participating in or attempting to
participate in the district’s education program or activity.

Respondent means an individual who has been reported to be the
perpetrator of conduct that could constitute sexual harassment.

Consent for purposes of this policy means the willingness in fact for
conduct to occur. An individual may, as a result of age, incapacity,
disability, lack of information, or other circumstances be incapable of
providing consent to some or all sexual conduct or activity. Neither
verbal nor physical resistance is required to establish that an individual
did not consent. District officials will consider the totality of the
circumstances in determining whether there was consent for any
specific conduct. Consent may be revoked or withdrawn at any time.

Sexual harassment means conduct on the basis of sex where (1) An
employee of the district conditions the provision of an aid, benefit, or
service of the district on an individual’s participation in unwelcome
sexual conduct; (2) An individual experiences unwelcome conduct
determined by a reasonable person to be so severe, pervasive, and
objectively offensive that it effectively denies the person equal access
to the district’s education program or activity; (3) An individual


mailto:jdmurphy@southernschools.org

experiences a sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or
stalking as further defined below. Any report of conduct not meeting
these definitions will not require the grievance procedure described in

this policy.

Sexual assault, as defined in 20 U.S.C. § 1092(f)(6)(A)(v), which
means an offense classified as a forcible or nonforcible sex offense
under the uniform crime reporting system of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation:

o Sex Offenses, Forcible—Any sexual act directed against another
person, without the consent of the victim including instances
where the victim is incapable of giving consent.

Rape—(Except Statutory Rape) The carnal knowledge of a
person, without the consent of the victim, including
instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent
because of his/her age or because of his/her temporary or
permanent mental or physical incapacity.

Sodomy—Oral or anal sexual intercourse with another
person, without the consent of the victim, including
instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent
because of his/her age or because of his/her temporary or
permanent mental or physical incapacity

Sexual Assault With An Object—To use an object or
instrument to unlawfully penetrate, however slightly, the
genital or anal opening of the body of another person,
without the consent of the victim, including instances where
the victim is incapable of giving consent because of his/her
age or because of his/her temporary or permanent mental
or physical incapacity

Fondling—The touching of the private body parts of
another person for the purpose of sexual gratification,
without the consent of the victim, including instances where
the victim is incapable of giving consent because of his/her
age or because of his/her temporary or permanent mental
or physical incapacity

o Sex Offenses, Non-forcible—(Except Prostitution Offenses)
Unlawful, non-forcible sexual intercourse.



= Incest—Non-Forcible sexual intercourse between persons
who are related to each other within the degrees wherein
marriage is prohibited by law

= Statutory Rape—Non-Forcible sexual intercourse with a
person who is under the statutory age of consent

e Dating violence, as defined in 34 U.S.C. § 12291(a)(10), which means
violence committed by a person—

o whois or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate
nature with the victim; and

o where the existence of such a relationship shall be determined
based on a consideration of the following factors:

= The length of the relationship.
= The type of relationship.

 The frequency of interaction between the persons involved
in the relationship.

e Domestic violence, as defined in 34 U.S.C. § 12291(a)(8), which
includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence committed by a
current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim, by a person
with whom the victim shares a child in common, by a person who is
cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse or
intimate partner, by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim
under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving
grant monies, or by any other person against an adult or youth victim
who is protected from that person’s acts under the domestic or family
violence laws of the jurisdiction.

e Stalking, as defined in 34 U.S.C. § 12291(a)(30), which means
engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would
cause a reasonable person to—

o fear for his or her safety or the safety of others; or

o suffer substantial emotional distress.

e Supportive measures are non-disciplinary, non-punitive
individualized services offered without fee that do not unreasonably
burden the parties. Supportive measures may include counseling,
extensions of deadlines or other course-related adjustments,
modifications of work or class schedules, campus escort services,
mutual restrictions on contact between the parties, changes in work or



housing locations, leaves of absence, increased security and monitoring
of certain areas of the campus, and other similar measures.

Reporting Sexual Harassment. Any person who witnesses an act of
unlawful sexual harassment is encouraged to report it to the district’s Title IX
Coordinator. district personnel will not retaliate against any individual based
on any report of suspected sexual harassment. Any district employee who
receives a report of sexual harassment or has actual knowledge of sexual
harassment must convey that information to the Title IX Coordinator as soon
as reasonably practicable, but in no case later than the end of the following
school day.

Response to Sexual Harassment

General Obligations. When the district has actual knowledge of sexual
harassment in its education program or activity against a person in the United
States, the district will respond promptly in @ manner that is not deliberately
indifferent. For the purposes of this policy “education program or activity”
includes locations, events, or circumstances over which the district exercised
substantial control over both the respondent and the context in which the
sexual harassment occurs. The district's ability to impose discipline for off-
campus misconduct does not necessarily constitute “substantial control” over
the respondent and the context. The district’s response to an allegation of
sex harassment will treat complainants and respondents equitably.

Limitations on Discipline. No respondent will have disciplinary sanctions
imposed upon him/her until the conclusion of the formal grievance process
described below.

Emergency Removal. Disciplinary sanctions do not include removal on an
emergency basis where the respondent is an immediate threat to the health
or safety of another as a result of allegations of sexual harassment. The
district also may place any employee on administrative leave during the
pendency of the grievance process below.

Grievance Process for Formal Complaints of Sexual Harassment

General Obligations. All Title IX team members and individuals carrying out
district obligations will comply with the regulatory requirements of objective
evaluations, avoiding conflict of interest or bias, training, and protection of
legally privileged information.

Presumption. It is presumed that the respondent is not responsible for the
alleged conduct until a determination regarding responsibility is made at the



conclusion of the grievance process.
Grievance Procedure

Time Frames. The district will resolve grievances in a time frame that is
reasonably prompt. Good cause for delay may include considerations such as
the absence of a party, a party’s advisor, or a witness; concurrent law
enforcement activity; or the need for language assistance or accommodation
of disabilities.

Range of Possible Sanctions and Remedies. At the conclusion of the
grievance process, the district may impose disciplinary sanctions and
remedies in conformance with this and the district's student discipline policy,
and other state and federal laws. Depending upon the circumstances, these
policies provide for disciplinary sanctions and remedies up to and including
expulsion and/or immediate discharge from employment.

Separation of Roles. The decision-maker cannot be the same person as the
Title IX Coordinator or the investigator(s).

Notice of Allegations. Upon receipt of a formal complaint, the district will
provide notice of this policy and the allegations to all parties. The notice will
include sufficient details known by the district at that time to provide sufficient
time to prepare a response before any initial interview. Sufficient details, if
known by the district, include the identities of the parties involved in the
incident, the conduct allegedly constituting sexual harassment, and the date
and location of the alleged incident. The district will provide notice of additional
allegations revealed during an investigation to the parties.

Dismissal of Formal Complaint. The district must dismiss a formal
complaint if the conduct alleged in the formal complaint, would not constitute
sexual harassment even if proven; did not occur in the district’s education
program or activity; or if the conduct alleged did not occur against a person
in the United States.

The district may dismiss the formal complaint if, at any time during the
investigation or hearing, the complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in
writing that the complainant would like to withdraw the formal complaint or
any allegations therein; the respondent is no longer enrolled in or employed
by the district; or specific circumstances prevent the district from gathering
evidence sufficient to reach a determination as to the formal complaint or
allegations therein.

Upon a dismissal, the district will promptly send written notice of the dismissal



and an explanation of that action simultaneously to the parties.

Dismissal of a formal complaint under this policy does not preclude the district
from taking action under another provision of the district’s code of conduct or
pursuant to another district policy.

Investigation of Formal Complaint. When investigating a formal complaint
and throughout the grievance process, the district will designate and authorize
one or more persons (which need not be district employees) as investigator(s)
to conduct the district’s investigation of a formal complaint. The district may
consolidate formal complaints where the allegations of sexual harassment
arise out of the same facts or circumstances.

The district will bear the burden of gathering evidence sufficient to reach a
determination regarding responsibility. All parties will have an equal
opportunity to present witnesses, including fact and expert witnesses, and
other inculpatory and exculpatory evidence. The district may not restrict the
ability of either party to discuss the allegations under investigation or to gather
and present relevant evidence.

All parties will have the same opportunity to be accompanied by the advisor
of their choice in any meeting or grievance proceeding. This policy does not
relieve the advisor of choice of any other applicable legal obligations or
limitations. The district may establish restrictions regarding the extent to
which the advisor may participate in the proceedings, as long as the
restrictions apply equally to both parties.

The district will provide written notice of the date, time, location, participants,
and purpose of all investigative interviews or other meetings, with sufficient
time for the party to prepare to participate.

All parties will have an equal opportunity to inspect and review evidence
obtained as part of the investigation if that evidence is directly related to the
allegations raised in a formal complaint. The parties will have no less than 10
calendar days to review the evidence and submit a response. The
investigative report will fairly summarize the relevant evidence and the
investigator will send the finalized report to all parties and their advisors.

Determination Regarding Responsibility. Before the district reaches a
determination regarding responsibility, each party may submit written,
relevant questions of any party or withess. The decision-maker will provide
each party with the answers, and allow for additional, limited follow-up
questions from each party. Questions and evidence about the complainant’s
sexual predisposition are never relevant. Questions about the complainant's



prior sexual behavior are only relevant if those questions and evidence are
offered (1) to prove that someone other than the respondent committed the
conduct alleged by the complainant, or (2) are offered to prove consent and
concern specific incidents of the complainant’s prior sexual behavior with
respect to the respondent. If the decision-maker decides to exclude a
question because it is not relevant, he/she will explain the basis for that
decision.

The decision-maker will issue a written determination regarding responsibility
no sooner than ten days after the parties receive the final investigative report.
The decision-maker will apply the preponderance of the evidence standard.
The written determination will include:

e Identification of the allegations potentially constituting sexual
harassment;

e A description of the procedural steps taken from the receipt of the
formal complaint through the determination, including any notifications
to the parties, interviews with parties and witnesses, site visits, and
methods used to gather other evidence;

e Findings of fact supporting the determination;

e Conclusions regarding the application of the district’s code of conduct
to the facts;

e A statement of, and rationale for, the result as to each allegation,
including a determination regarding responsibility, any disciplinary
sanctions the district imposes on the respondent, and whether
remedies designed to restore or preserve equal access to the district’s
education program or activity will be provided by the district to the
complainant; and

e The district’s procedures and permissible bases for the complainant and
respondent to appeal.

The district will provide the written determination to the parties
simultaneously. If neither party timely appeals, the determination becomes
final. If a party appeals, the determination will become final on the date that
the district provides the parties with the written determination of the result of
the appeal.

Appeals. The district will offer both parties the opportunity to appeal from a
determination regarding responsibility, and from the district’s dismissal of a



formal complaint or any allegations therein, on the grounds identified below.

Time for Appeal. Appeals may only be initiated by submitting a written
Notice of Appeal to the Office of the Superintendent of Schools no later than
5:00 pm on the fifth calendar day after the written determination is issued.
The Notice of Appeal must include (a) the name of the party or parties making
the appeal, (b) the determination, dismissal, or portion thereof being
appealed, and (c) a concise statement of the specific grounds upon which the
appeal is based. A party’s failure to timely submit a Notice of Appeal will be
deemed a waiver of the party’s right to appeal.

Grounds for Appeal. Appeals are limited to the following grounds:
e Procedural irregularity that affected the outcome of the matter;

e New evidence that was not reasonably available at the time the
determination or dismissal was made that could affect the outcome of
the matter; and

e The Title IX Coordinator, investigator(s), or decision-maker had a
conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants or respondents
generally or the individual complainant or respondent that affected the
outcome of the matter.

The district will notify other parties in writing when an appeal is filed;
implement appeal procedures equally for all parties; and ensure that the
decision-maker for the appeal is not the same person as the decision-maker,
the investigator(s), or the Title IX Coordinator.

The district will give both parties a reasonable, equal opportunity to submit a
written statement that supports or challenges the outcome; issue a written
decision describing the result of the appeal and the rationale for the result;
and provide the written decision simultaneously to both parties.

Informal Resolution. The district may informally resolve allegations without
completing the grievance procedure with the written consent of all parties.
The process may not be used when allegations involve an employee harassing
a student. As part of this process, the district will provide to the parties in
writing a notice stating:

e the allegations;

e the requirements of the informal resolution process including the
circumstances under which it precludes the parties from resuming a



formal complaint arising from the same allegations;

e that at any time prior to agreeing to a resolution, any party has the
right to withdraw from the informal resolution process and resume the
grievance process with respect to the formal complaint; and

e any consequences resulting from participating in the informal
resolution process, including the records that will be maintained or
could be shared.

Recordkeeping. The district will maintain the following records for a period
of seven years:

e Each sexual harassment investigation including any determination
regarding responsibility, any disciplinary sanctions imposed, and any
remedies provided;

e Any appeal and its result;
e Any informal resolution and its result; and

e All materials used to train Title IX Coordinators, investigators, decision-
makers, and any person who facilitates an informal resolution process.
The district will make these training materials publicly available on its
website, or if the district does not maintain a website, then the district
will make these materials available upon request for inspection by
members of the public.

The district will also create records documenting any actions, including any
supportive measures, taken in response to a report or formal complaint of
sexual harassment. In each instance, the district will document the basis for
its conclusion that its response was not deliberately indifferent, and document
that it has taken measures designed to restore or preserve equal access to
the district’s education program or activity. If the district does not provide a
complainant with supportive measures, then the district will document the
reasons why such a response was not clearly unreasonable in light of the
known circumstances. The documentation of certain bases or measures does
not limit the district in the future from providing additional explanations or
detailing additional measures taken. The district will maintain these records
for a period of seven years.

Retaliation Prohibited. Neither the district nor any other person may
intimidate, threaten, coerce, or discriminate against any individual for the
purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by Title IX, 34 C.F.R.



part 106, or this policy, or because the individual has made a report or
complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to participate in any
manner in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing under this policy. The
district will keep confidential the identity of any individual who has made a
report or complaint of sex discrimination, including any individual who has
made a report or filed a formal complaint of sexual harassment, any
complainant, any individual who has been reported to be the perpetrator of
sex discrimination, any respondent, and any witness, except as may be
permitted by the FERPA statute, 20 U.S.C. § 1232g, or FERPA regulations, 34
C.F.R. part 99, or as required by law, or to carry out the purposes of 34 C.F.R.
part 106, including the conduct of any investigation, hearing, or judicial
proceeding arising thereunder. Complaints alleging retaliation may be filed
according to shall be addressed pursuant to Board Policy 2006 (Complaint
Procedure).

The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment does not
constitute retaliation prohibited by this section. Charging an individual with a
code of conduct violation for making a materially false statement in bad faith
in the course of a grievance proceeding under this part does not constitute
retaliation prohibited under this section, provided that a determination
regarding responsibility alone is not sufficient to conclude that any party made
a materially false statement in bad faith.

Notification of Policy. The district will notify applicants for admission and
employment, students, parents or legal guardians of students, employees,
and all unions or professional organizations holding collective bargaining or
professional agreements with the district of the existence of this policy. The
requirement to not discriminate, as stated in Title IX and 34 C.F.R. part 106,
in the district’s education program(s) or activities extends to admission and
employment, and inquiries about the application of Title IX and 34 C.F.R. part
106 to the district may be referred to the district’s Title IX Coordinator, the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights of the United States Department of
Education, or both.

Publication of Policy. The district will prominently display on its website, if
any, and in each handbook that it makes available to applicants for admission
and employment, students, parents or legal guardians of students,
employees, and all unions or professional organizations holding collective
bargaining or professional agreements with the district, the name or title,
office address, electronic mail address, and telephone number of the employee
or employees desighated as the Title IX Coordinator(s).



Application Outside the United States. The requirements of this policy
apply only to sex discrimination occurring against a person in the United
States.

Scope of Policy. Nothing herein shall be construed to be more demanding
or more constraining upon the district than the requirements of Title IX (20
U.S.C. § 1681) and 34 C.F.R. part 106. To the extent that the district is in
compliance with Title IX and 34 C.F.R. part 106, then all of the district’s
obligations under this policy shall be deemed to be fulfilled and discharged.

Adopted on: 8-10-2020
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:
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Staff and District Social Media Use

Social media is an important tool for communicating, keeping up-to-
date with current developments in education, and for conducting
research to enhance management, teaching, and learning skills. The
district also uses social media accounts to provide information to district
stakeholders. This policy is intended to ensure (1) appropriate use of
social media by staff and (2) appropriate control of social media
accounts belonging to or affiliated with the district. Staff should also
refer to the district’s policy on Staff Computer and Internet Usage.

I. Personal Versus School-Affiliated Social Media Use

A. Personal Social Media Use

1.

The school district will not require staff members or
applicants for employment to provide the district with
their username and password to personal social media
accounts.

The district will not require staff to add anyone to the
list of contacts associated with the staff member’s
personal social media accounts or require a staff
member to change the settings on his or her personal
social media accounts so that others can or cannot
view their accounts.

Staff members whose personal social media use
interferes with the orderly operation of the school or
who use social media in ways that are not protected
by the First Amendment may be subject to discipline
by the district.

Staff members who wish to begin using or to continue
using the school district name, programs, mascot,
image or likeness as part of any social media profile
must notify their supervising administrator of the use,
and must secure the administrator’s permission to do
so.

B. School-Affiliated Social Media Use
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II.

1. Any social media account which purports to be “the
official” account of the school district (e.g., “"Raiders
Wrestling”), or any of its programs, classes or entities
will be considered to be an account that is used
exclusively for the school district’s business purpose.
Staff members may not use “official” accounts for
personal use.

2. Staff are required to provide their supervising
administrator with the username and password to
school-affiliated social media accounts.

3. Staff may be required to interact with specified
individuals on school-affiliated social media accounts.

4, When staff use school-affiliated social media accounts
to comment on school-related matters, they do not do
SO as private citizens and are therefore not entitled to
First Amendment protections. They are also not
allowed to make any press releases or other official
communications on behalf of the district without prior
administrative approval. In other words, staff do not
speak “for the district” directly or indirectly unless
specifically authorized and directed to do so.

Staff Expectations in Use of Social Media - Applicable to
Both Personal and School-Affiliated Use

A. General Use and Conditions

Staff must comply with all board policies, contract provisions, and
applicable rules of professional conduct in their social media
usage. They must comply with the board’s policy on professional
boundaries between staff and students at all times and in both
physical and digital environments.

Staff must obtain the consent of their building principal or the
superintendent prior to posting any student-related information in
order to make sure that the publication does not violate the
Federal Education Records Privacy Act or any other laws. Staff
must also comply with all applicable state and federal record
retention requirements, even with regard to personal social media
usage.
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Staff must comply with all applicable laws prohibiting the use or
disclosure of impermissible content, such as copyright laws,
accountability and disclosure laws, and any other law governing
the use of resources of a political subdivision. Questions about
appropriate content should be referred to the staff member’s
supervising administrator.

B. Acceptable Use

Staff may use social media for school-related
communication with fellow educators, parents, and
patrons. Student communication must be consistent
with the district’s professional boundaries policies and
expectations.

Teachers should integrate the use of electronic
resources, which may include social media, into the
classroom. As the quality and integrity of content on
social media is not guaranteed, teachers must
examine the source of the information and provide
guidance to students on evaluating the quality of
information they may encounter. This includes
spotting Al-generated content, fakes, spoofs, and
discerning the quality and reliability of content.

C. Unacceptable Use

1.

Staff shall never access obscene or pornographic
material while at school, on school-owned device or
on school-affiliated social media accounts.

Staff shall not engage in any illegal activities,
including the downloading and reproduction of
copyrighted materials.

Staff shall not access social media networking sites
such as Facebook, X, Instagram, Snapchat, and
TikTok on school-owned devices or during school time
unless permitted by district policy or preapproved by
the staff member’s immediate supervisor. This
prohibition extends to using chat rooms, message
boards, or instant messaging in social media
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I1I.

applications and includes posting on social networking
sites using personal electronic devices.

School-Affiliated Digital Content

A. General Use and Conditions for School-Affiliated
Accounts

Staff must obtain the permission of their supervising
administration prior to creating, publishing, or using any school-
affiliated web pages, blogs, microblogs, social media pages or
handles, or any other digital content which represents itself to be
school-related, or which could be reasonably understood to be
school-related. This includes any content which identifies the
school district by name in the account name or which uses the
school’s mascot name or image.

Staff must provide administrators with the username and
password for all school-affiliated accounts and must only publish
content appropriate for the school setting. Staff may not provide
the username and password to school-affiliated accounts to any
unauthorized individual, including students and volunteers.

B. Moderation of Third Party Content

The purpose of school-related social media accounts is to
disseminate information. No school-related or school-affiliated
social media account covered by this policy shall permit comments
by the public unless otherwise approved by the superintendent.
All comment functions for applications such as Facebook and
Instagram must be turned to “off” without this approval.

In the event the superintendent permits content created by
anyone other than the administrator of the account to appear on
the account’s pages, such as comments made by students,
parents, and patrons, the account administrator must monitor the
content to ensure it complies with this policy. Posts, comments,
or any other content made on the account’s pages or tags or links
to official school accounts on another account may be removed
when the content meets any of the following conditions:

1. Is obscene, lewd, lascivious, true threat, or appeals to
prurient interests;
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2. Contains information relating to a student matter or
personnel matter which is protected under or
prohibited by state or federal law;

3. Contains fighting words or content that is threatening,
harassing, or discriminatory;

4, Advocates, promotes, or encourages the use of drugs,
alcohol, or other prohibited substances;

5. Incites or is reasonably anticipated to incite violence,
illegal activity, or a material and substantial disruption
to school operations or activities; or

6. Contains any other threat to the safety of students
and staff.

The district may restrict access to its official accounts for violations
of these rules, such as deleting comments or prohibiting
comments. Accounts that are not official school accounts are
those owned and operated by board members and employees for
their personal use, even if they discuss school matters.

Every official school account administrator must keep a copy of
any removed content or banned/blocked individual account and
must provide a copy to the superintendent along with written
notification for the reason the post has been removed. All
questions about the appropriateness of removal must be directed
to the superintendent.

Adopted on: 11-12-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:
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4057
Superintendent Evaluation

The board shall observe and evaluate the superintendent based upon actual
classroom observations for an entire instructional period at least twice during
his first year of employment and at least once each year thereafter. Additional
evaluations may be conducted at the discretion of the board. For the purposes
of this policy, “actual classroom observation” shall mean observing the
superintendent performing activities that are typical of his or her position. An
“entire instructional period” for administrators cannot be defined in terms of
an instructional period and shall be satisfied by the actual observation of some
aspect of the superintendent’s work during the semester for no less than 40
minutes.

Purpose. The purposes of the formal job evaluation are:

1. To provide a means of rational, structured communication
between the board and superintendent to create a more
constructive and effective working relationship.

2. To provide a basis for commending, rewarding, and reinforcing
good work, as well as identifying areas where the superintendent
needs to improve.

3. To clarify the superintendent’s role and inform the superintendent
of the board’s expectations.

Dates. Unless otherwise provided for in the superintendent’s employment
contract, the first year evaluations should take place (1) at or prior to the
October board meeting, and (2) at or prior to the January board meeting.
Annual evaluations shall generally take place during the month before the date
in the superintendent’s employment contract by which the board must notify
the superintendent of its intention to consider the nonrenewal or amendment
of the contract. In the absence of such a contract provision, the annual
evaluation should take place at or prior to the March board meeting. The
Superintendent shall remind the Board members in writing at least 45 days
before the date of each upcoming evaluation and shall make his evaluation an
agenda item for the board meeting.

Evaluation Document. The superintendent shall submit a recommended
evaluation document to the board. The board shall meet and discuss the
proposed document with the superintendent. The board may amend and
adopt the proposed evaluation document. The board may amend the
document or adopt a new document without amending this policy. The
superintendent shall submit the evaluation document to the Nebraska
Department of Education.



Evaluation Procedures. Each board member shall have the opportunity to
complete a draft evaluation document. The board president shall compile the
individual draft evaluations into a single and final evaluation, provide a copy
to the superintendent, and discuss it with him or her. If the superintendent’s
evaluation is conducted at a board meeting, the superintendent’s evaluation
may be conducted in closed session if it is necessary to prevent needless injury
to the superintendent’s reputation and if he or she has not requested it be
done in open session.

Deficiencies. If deficiencies are noted in the superintendent’s work
performance, the board shall provide the superintendent at the time of the
observation with a list of deficiencies and a list of suggestions for improvement
and assistance in overcoming the deficiencies. The board shall also provide
the superintendent with follow-up evaluations and assistance when
deficiencies remain, a timeline for improvement, and sufficient time to
improve. In the alternative, the board may rely upon the superintendent’s
education, training, and expertise and require him or her to submit a “list of
suggestions for improvement” or plan of improvement for the board’s
consideration.

Personnel File. The evaluation shall be signed by the board president (or
other member of the board) and the superintendent. The superintendent shall
place a copy of the evaluation in his or her personnel file. The superintendent
may provide a written response to the evaluation to the board. A copy of the
response shall also be placed in the superintendent’s personnel file. The board
may meet with the superintendent to discuss the written response.

Policy Limitation. The evaluation procedures are included in this policy as
a result of the board’s statutory obligation to evaluate the superintendent and
do not give the superintendent any rights not provided by statute. The board’s
failure to comply with any procedures provided in this policy but not required
by law shall not prohibit the board from taking any action regarding the
superintendent’s employment, up to and including the nonrenewal,
amendment, or cancellation of the employment contract.

Adopted on: 12-9-2024
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:




4059
Behavioral and Mental Health Training

All public school employees who interact with students and any other
appropriate personnel are required to complete behavioral and mental health
training with a focus on suicide awareness and prevention training every year.
The training may include, but need not be limited to, topics such as
identification of early warning signs and symptoms of behavioral and mental
health issues in students, appropriate and effective responses for educators
to student behavioral and mental health issues, trauma-informed care, and
procedures for making students and parents and guardians aware of services
and supports for behavioral and mental health issues.

The superintendent will determine the appropriate personnel required to
receive the training. The training materials for this training must be included
in the Nebraska Department of Education’s list of approved training materials.
The length of the training shall be a reasonable amount as determined by the
school board.

These employees must complete the training designated by the school district
or superintendent no later than October 31 of each school year or within 30
days of their initial employment, whichever is later. Failure to complete this
training may subject the employee to employment-related discipline.

Adopted on: 6-12-2023
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:




5001
Compulsory Attendance and Excessive Absenteeism

Required Attendance

Every person residing in the school district who has legal or actual charge or
control of any child who is of mandatory attendance age shall cause that child
to attend a public or private school regularly unless the child has graduated
from high school or has been allowed to disenroll pursuant to this policy.

Mandatory Attendance Age

All children who are or will turn six years old before January 1 of the current
school year are of mandatory attendance age. Children who have not turned
eighteen years of age are of mandatory attendance age.

Exceptions

This policy does not apply when attendance is made impossible or
impracticable by severe weather conditions or by the mental or physical illness
of the student or a child whom the student is parenting.

A child who will not reach age 7 before January 1 of the current school year
may be excused from mandatory attendance if the child’s parent or guardian
completes an affidavit affirming that alternative educational arrangements
have been made for the child. A copy of the required affidavit is attached to
this policy.

Discontinuing Enrolilment - 5 Year Old Students

The person seeking to discontinue the enrollment of a student who will not
reach six years of age prior to January 1 of the current school year shall submit
a signed, written request to the superintendent using the form which is
attached to this policy. The school district may request written verification or
documentation that the person signing the form has legal or actual charge or
control of the student. The school district shall discontinue the enrollment of
any student who satisfies these requirements. Any student whose enroliment
is discontinued under this subsection shall not be eligible to reenroll in this
school district until the beginning of the following school year unless otherwise
required by law.
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Discontinuing Enrollment — 16 and 17 Year Old Students

Only children who are at least 16 years of age may be disenrolled from the
district. The person seeking to discontinue the child’s enrollment shall submit
a signed, written request and submit it to the superintendent using the form
which is attached to this policy. The district will follow the procedures outlined
on the attached form in considering requests to disenroll.

Only children disenrolling to attend a exe mpt school may be exempt from this
policy. The person with legal or actual charge or control of the child must
provide the superintendent with a copy of the signed request submitted to the
State Department of Education for attending exempt schools. The
superintendent may confirm the validity of the submission with the State
Department of Education.

Attendance Officer

Each building principal is desighated as an attendance officer for the district.
Each building principal, at his or her discretion, may delegate these
responsibilities to any other qualified individual. The attendance officer is
responsible for enforcing the provisions of state law relating to compulsory
attendance. This responsibility includes but is not limited to filing a report
with the county attorney of the county in which a student resides.
Compensation for the duties of attendance officer is included in the salary for
the superintendent or designee.

Excused Absences

The following absences will be considered excused if they are confirmed by
communication to the school from the student's parent/guardian:

1. Physical or mental illness of the student (a physician’s verification is
required after four (4) consecutive days of absence for illness)

2. Severe weather
3. Medical appointments for the student

4. Death or serious illness of the student’s family member
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5. Attending a funeral, wedding or graduation
6. Appearance at court or for other legal matters
7. Observance of religious holidays of the student's own faith
8. College planning visits
9. Personal or family vacations
Excessive Absenteeism

When a student receives 5 unexcused absences or the hourly equivalent in
any semester, the Attendance Officer may send written notification of the
student’s total absences to the student’s parent or guardian. When a student
receives 10 unexcused absences or the hourly equivalent in any school year,
the Attendance Officer will send written notification of the student’s total
absences to the student’s parent or guardian and offer to meet with the
student’s parents or guardians to discuss any barriers to the student’s
attendance. When a student receives 15 unexcused absences or the hourly
equivalent in any school year, the Attendance Officer will send written
notification of the student’s total absences to the student’s parent or guardian
and shall schedule a meeting with relevant stakeholders to discuss and
address any barriers to the student’s attendance, unless the Attendance
Officer determines that such a meeting would not be productive in facilitating
the student’s regular attendance.

When a student is absent more than twenty days per year or the hourly
equivalent and any portion of the absences is unexcused, the Attendance
Officer may file a report with the county attorney of the county in which the
student resides. For example, if the student accumulates 23 days of excused
absences due to documented illness and is tardy one time, the Attendance
Officer must file a report with the appropriate county attorney.

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on: 6-12-2023
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Disenrollment of Five-Year-0Old Child
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, , am the parent or legal guardian of
, and have legal authority to make education decisions
regarding the student. My child resides in the
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private,
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes.

I certify that the child was born on (date) , is five
years old, and will not reach the age of six years old prior to January 1 of the
- school year. I am disenrolling my child pursuant to section 79-
201 of the Nebraska statutes and district policy. I understand that my student
whose enrollment is discontinued using this form shall not be eligible to
reenroll in this school district until the beginning of the following school year
unless otherwise required by law.

Printed Name of parent or guardian:
Relationship to Student:
Address: Phone Number: ( )

Signature of parent or guardian:

Signature of student:
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF )
) ss.
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
Signed in my presence and sworn to this __ day of , 201

Notary Public
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Alternative Educational Arrangements for Six-Year-0Old Child
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, , am the parent or legal guardian of
, and have legal authority to make education decisions
regarding the student. My child resides in the
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private,
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes.

I certify that the child was born on (date) , IS six years
old, and will not reach the age of seven years old prior to January 1 of the
- school year. I am not enrolling my child this school year because:

Please check one of the following:
The child is participating in an education program that I believe will
prepare the child to enter grade one for the following school year.

I intend the child to participate in a school which has elected or will elect,
pursuant to section 79-1601 of the Nebraska statutes, not to meet
accreditation or approval requirements; and I intend to provide the
Commissioner of Education with the required statement to that effect on or
before the child’s seventh birthday.

Printed Name of parent or guardian:
Relationship to Student:
Address: Phone Number: ( )

Signature of parent or guardian:

Signature of student:
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF )
) ss.
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
Signed in my presence and sworn to this day of , 201

Notary Public
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Disenrollment of Child Between 16 and 18 Years of Age
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, am the parent or legal guardian of
, and have legal authority to make education decisions
regarding the student. My child resides in the
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private,
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes because illness makes
attendance impossible or impracticable, or because financial hardships make
it necessary for the child to be employed to support the child’s family.

I certify that the child was born on (date) , and is 16
or 17 years old. I authorize and direct the school district to discontinue the
child’s enrollment pursuant to section 79-202 of the Nebraska statutes. I
understand that state law requires an exit interview as part of the
disenrollment process. I agree to attend an exit interview scheduled by the
superintendent’s office at a date to be determined. My child will attend the
exit interview unless unable to do so due to illness.

Printed Name of parent or guardian:
Relationship to Student:
Address: Phone Number: ( )

Signature of parent or guardian:

Signature of student:
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF )
) ss.
STATE OF NEBRASKA )

Signed in my presence and sworn to this day of , 201

Notary Public
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Collaborative Plan Addressing Barriers to Attendance

Student Name: Student Grade:

Building Assignment:

Classroom/Homeroom Teacher:

Number of student absences at time of meeting:
What are the primary reasons the student has been absent:

Based on that information, meeting participants considered the following
issues:

0 Illness related to the physical, mental, or behavioral health of the child
.1 Educational Counseling

71 Referral to community agencies for economic services

71 Family or individual counseling

01 Assisting the family in working with other community services

11 Referral to restorative justice practices or services

71 Referral to student assistance team for possible Section 504 or IDEA
eligibility

1 Other:

Attendance Plan

Based on the above considerations, this attendance plan will be put into
place:

Steps to be taken by school staff:

Steps to be taken by student:
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Steps to be taken by parent/guardian:

Steps to be taken by third parties:

Parent/Guardian*:

Student:

Attendance Officer:

Social Worker or School Administrator:

Other (indicate title):

Other (indicate title):

Other (indicate title):

Other (indicate title):

Notice to family: Nebraska law requires students to be in attendance at
school each day that such school is open and in session, except when
excused by school authorities or when illness or severe weather conditions
make attendance impossible or impracticable. Nebraska law also requires
school officials to investigate any possible violation of this requirement.
Please note that if your student accrues more absences than are
allowed by the board of education’s policy, the school district may
refer the child to the county attorney for action under Neb. Rev. Stat.
§ 43-247(3)(a) and (b).

I have received a copy of this Plan, including the above notice:

Parent/Guardian*:

Student:

*If parents/guardians are not present at the meeting, please attach
documentation showing that the school made reasonable efforts to invite the
parents.

Page 8 of 9



*If parents/guardians are not present at the meeting, please attach
documentation showing that the school made reasonable efforts to invite the
parents.
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5015
Protection of Pupil Rights

The Board of Education respects the rights of parents and their children, and
has adopted this policy in consultation with parents to comply with the federal
Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA).

1. Surveys

a. Surveys Created by a Third Party

This section applies to every survey:

(1) that is created by a person or entity other than a
district staff member or student;

(2) regardless of whether the student answering the
questions can be identified; and

(3) regardless of the subject matter of the questions

Parents have the right to inspect any survey created by a

third party before that survey is distributed to their student.

b. Surveys Requesting Particular Sensitive Information

Sensitive information shall include:

(1) Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the
student’s parent(s);

(2) Mental or psychological problems of the student or the
student’s family;

(3) Sexual behavior or attitudes;

(4) Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning
behavior;

(5) Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom
respondents have close family relationships;

(6) Legally recognized privileged or analogous
relationships, such as those of lawyers; physicians,
and ministers;

(7) Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the
student or student’s parent(s); or

(8) Income (other than that required by law to determine
eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving
financial assistance under such program), without
prior written consent of the parent or eligible student.

No student shall be required to submit to a survey, analysis,

or evaluation that requests sensitive information.

If a survey requesting sensitive information is funded, in

whole or in part, by a program administered by the U.S.

Department of Education, the school district must obtain the
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d.

written consent of a student’s parent(s) before the student
participates in the survey.

iv.  School officials and staff members shall not request, nor
disclose, the identity of any student who completes any
survey (created by any person or entity, including the
district) containing any sensitive information.

V. Parents have the right to inspect any survey which requests
sensitive information before that survey is distributed to
their student.

Survey Inspection Requests

i School officials shall inform parents of their right to inspect
surveys requesting sensitive information before the surveys
are distributed to any student.

ii. All survey inspection requests must be in writing to the
building principal and delivered to the building principal prior
to the date on which the survey is scheduled to be
administered to the students.

iii. The principal shall respond to survey inspection requests
without delay.

The district will also comply with any survey requirements found

in the district’s policy on Parent Involvement in Education Practices.

2. Invasive Physical Examinations

a.

The term “invasive physical examination” means:

i any medical examination that involves the exposure of
private body parts; or

ii. any act during such examination that includes incision,
insertion, or injection into the body; and

iii. does not include a hearing, vision, or scoliosis screening.

Parents may refuse to allow their student to participate in any

non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening that

is:

i required as a condition of attendance;

ii. administered by the school and scheduled by the school in
advance; and

iii. not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of
the student, or of other students.

This policy does not apply to any physical examination or

screening that:

i is permitted or required by an applicable state law, including
physical examinations or screenings that are permitted
without parental notification;
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ii. is administered to a student in accordance with the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. §1400
et seq.)

iii. is otherwise authorized by Board policy.

Collection of Personal Information from Students for Marketing

a.

The term “personal information” means individually identifiable

information including:

i student’s and parent(s)’ first and last name;

ii. home or other physical address;

iii.  telephone number; and/or

iv. social security number.

No school official or staff member shall administer or distribute to

students a survey or other instrument for the purpose of collecting

personal information for marketing or for selling that information.

This policy does not apply to the collection, disclosure or use of

personal information for the exclusive purpose of providing

educational services to students, such as the following:

i post-secondary education recruitment;

ii. military recruitment;

iii. tests and assessments to provide cognitive, evaluative,
diagnostic or achievement information about students;
and/or

iv. student recognition programs.

Inspection of Instructional Material

a.

Definition

i The term “instructional materials” means instructional
content that is provided to a student regardless of its
format, printed or representational materials, audio-visual
materials, and materials in electronic or digital formats
(such as materials accessible through the Internet).

ii. The term does not include academic tests or academic
assessments.

Parents may inspect, upon their request, any instructional

material used as part of their child’s education curriculum.

Curriculum inspection requests must be made to the building

principal in writing.

Building principals shall respond to inspection requests within a

reasonable amount of time.

Notification of Rights and Procedures
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a. The superintendent shall notify parents of:

i this policy and its availability upon request from the office
of the district;

ii. how to opt their child out of participation in activities as
provided for in this policy;

iii. the approximate dates during the school year when a survey
requesting personal information is scheduled or expected to
be scheduled; and

iv. how to request access to any survey or other material
described in this policy.

b. This notification shall be given to parents as least annually, at the
beginning of the school year and within a reasonable period after
any substantive change in this policy.

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:
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5016
Student Records

The school district shall manage student records and reports as is necessary
for effective administration and in compliance with law. In general "student
records" shall not include transitory communications such as email, text
messages, handwritten communication between school and home, and the
like, and these items will not generally be maintained by the district. “Student
records” also shall not include any records created and maintained by the
district’s law enforcement unit for a law enforcement purpose.

For purposes of the district’'s compliance with state and federal law, and
subject to the limitations in the paragraph above, the district “"maintains”
student records which are printed and kept in the student’s physical file or
which school district staff have intentionally saved within the official school
district digital student information system that specifically identifies the
student for whom those records are maintained. The school district may also
use learning management systems, which deliver and manage instructional
content. The school district maintains student records within its student
information system but not in its learning management system. The official
school district student information system is PowerSchool.

Each building principal will assign responsibilities for the preparation and
maintenance of records and will ensure compliance with the applicable federal
and state laws, regulations, and record retention schedules regarding their
storage and use in the building. No “student record” or record required to be
retained by the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Record Retention Schedules
applicable to the district will be destroyed unless it is first saved in a
retrievable, digital format. This includes only records required to be kept by
the applicable Retention Schedules and “student records” as defined by state
and federal law, and this policy does not prohibit the district from following its
record expungement procedures for all other records.

Students or their parents, guardians, teachers, counselors, or school
administrators shall have access to the school's files or records maintained
concerning themselves or their students. For purposes of this policy,
“teachers” include paraeducators and volunteers who are providing
educational services to a student on behalf of the School District. A school
official may access, maintain, and use education records containing personally
identifiable information (PII) when he or she has a legitimate educational
interest in such. “School official” includes any agent, volunteer, or contractor
performing an institutional service or function for which the school would
otherwise use its own employees and who is under the school district’s direct
control with respect to their access to, maintenance of, and use of PII from



student records. For example, a school official may include, but would not be
limited to, a teacher or other educator, administrator, supervisor, instructor,
or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law
enforcement unit personnel); school board member; volunteer; contractor or
consultant who, while not employed by the school, performs an institutional
service or function for which the school would otherwise use its own
employees and who is under the direct control of the school with respect to
the use and maintenance of PII from education records, such as an attorney,
representative of the district’'s insurance providers, auditor, medical
consultant, therapist, or a third-party website operator who has contracted
with the school district or its agent to offer online programs for the benefit of
students and/or the district; members of law enforcement acting on behalf of
the school district; a parent or student volunteering to serve on an official
committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee; or a parent,
student, or other volunteer assisting another school official in performing his
or her tasks. A school official typically has a “legitimate educational interest”
if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill a school-
related professional, contractual, statutory, or regulatory responsibility.

All disciplinary material shall be removed and destroyed upon the pupil's
graduation or after the pupil's continuous absence from the school for a period
of three years, and after authorization is given by the State Records Board
pursuant to state law. Upon request, the school district will disclose education
records without consent to officials of another school district in which a student
seeks or intends to enroll.

Outside agencies such as physicians, probation officers, psychologists, child
guidance clinics, and other agencies concerned with child welfare who are
working directly with a child may have access to information pertaining to that
child with written parental consent or upon issuance of a valid court order.

The school district shall share student data, records, and information with
school districts, educational service units, learning communities, and the State
Department of Education to the fullest extent practicable unless otherwise
prohibited by law. This includes sharing information with the Department of
Education necessary to comply with the requirement of state law that all third-
year high school students take a college entrance exam. Any redisclosure of
information related to the administration of this exam shall be governed by
the agreement between the Nebraska Department of Education and the third-
party testing company.

Each year, the school district will notify parents and guardians of their rights
under this policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.



Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:




5018
Parent Involvement in Education Practices

For purposes of this policy, “parent” includes a parent, guardian, or
educational decisionmaker (a person designated or ordered by a court to make
educational decisions on behalf of a student).

The school district recognizes the importance of parental involvement in the
education of their children. To the extent practicable, the school district will
make a reasonable effort to make any learning materials, including original
materials, available for inspection by a parent upon request.

The school district will take the following steps to ensure that the rights of
parents to participate in the education of their children are preserved.

1. Parents will be provided access to textbooks, tests, activities
information; digital materials; websites or applications used for
learning; training materials for teachers, administrators, and staff;
procedures for the review and approval of training materials, learning
materials, and activities; and other curriculum materials (“curricular
materials”) as follows:

a. A parental request to review specific curricular materials (written,
visual, or audio) should be made to the principal of the building
where the curricular materials are used.

b. The building principal will assess the request and determine the
allowable volume and time frame of the review to prevent
disruption to the efficient operations of the district.

C. The purpose of this provision is to allow reasonable access to the
extent practicable. Individuals who make requests (a) for the
purpose of adding staff burden; (b) at an unreasonable frequency
or volume; or (c) for purposes inconsistent with the efficient
operations of the district may be denied access to materials.

d. A parental request to review specific standardized and criterion-
referenced tests used in the district should be made in writing to
the building principal. Copies of the most recent tests used in the
district will be available for parent review. Parents wishing to
review statewide assessments will be provided with sample
questions and a copy of a practice test, but will not be provided
with copies of the actual assessment due to testing security. In
the case of other secure tests such as the ACT, parents must
contact the publisher to obtain copies of the test.
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Parents will be permitted, within district procedures, to attend and
observe courses, assemblies, counseling sessions, and other
instructional activities.

a. Parents are invited to make appointments with the building
principal to visit classes, assemblies, and other instructional
activities. The principal shall give permission after determining
that parental observation would not disrupt the activity.
Observations that last more than 60 minutes or occur on
consecutive days are typically disruptive and will not be permitted
absent unusual circumstances, in the sole discretion of the
building principal.

b. Parents may contact the building principal to request permission
to attend counseling sessions in which their child is involved.

Parents may request that their children be excused from testing (except
as provided below), classroom instruction, learning materials, activities,
guest speaker events, and other school experiences (“school events”)
that parents find objectionable.

a. Parents must submit this request in writing to the building
principal for consideration.

b. Building principals may excuse a student from any school events
at the parent's written request if, in the principal’s professional
judgment, excusal from the activity would not result in diminution
of the student’s educational experience.

C. When the building principal determines it appropriate, alternative
experiences may be provided for the student by the school.

Parents will be informed through the student handbook and district
policies of the manner that the district will provide access to records of
students.

Parents will be informed of the standardized and criterion-referenced

district testing program. Parents may request additional information
from the building principal.
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6. Parents will be informed of the circumstances under which they may
opt-out of state and federal assessments.

a.

In accordance with federal law, at the beginning of the school
year, the District shall provide notice of the right to request a copy
of this policy to parents of students attending schools receiving
Title I funds. The District will provide a copy of this policy to a
requesting parent in a timely manner.

State Assessments

State and federal law simultaneously require students to take
state assessments, with few exceptions, but also permit parents
to request to opt their students out of these assessments.
Approval of opt out requests is contrary to the mandatory testing
laws, so the District cannot “approve” the request. Parents who
do not present their child for testing will result in the child
receiving the lowest score possible on the assessment.

National Assessment of Educational Progress

As a condition of receiving federal funds, the District participates
in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). To
help ensure that the District has a representative sample of
students taking the NAEP, which will allow the District to assess
the quality and effectiveness of its programming on a national
level, the District strongly encourages all eligible students to
participate. However, student participation in NAEP is voluntary.

The District shall provide parents of eligible students with
reasonable notice prior to the exam being administered. Parents
wishing to opt their students out of the NAEP assessment must
notify the district in writing at least three days prior to the exam
date to ensure that the District can coordinate supervision and
alternative activities for students who have opted out.

7. Parents will be notified of their right to remove their children from
surveys prior to district participation in surveys.

a.

The principal must approve all surveys intended to gather
information from students before they are administered to
students.
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b. Students’ participation in surveys is voluntary. Parents may
restrict their child from participating in any survey.

C. If the school administers (1) a survey requesting that students
provide sexual information, mental health information, medical
information, information on health-risk behaviors, religious
information, information of political affiliation, or any other
information that the school board deems to be sensitive in nature
or (2) a non-anonymous survey requesting students provide
information relating to drug, vape, alcohol, or tobacco use, the
school district shall, at least fifteen days prior to the
administration of the survey, notify parents, guardians, and
educational decisionmakers of students that are to receive such
survey. The notice will be made through the school's electronic
notification system or by physical mail to the address on file for
the student. The notice will describe the nature and types of
questions included in the survey, the purposes and age-
appropriateness of the survey, how information collected by the
survey will be used, who will have access to such information, the
steps that will be taken to protect student privacy, and whether
and how any findings or results of such survey will be disclosed.

d. Parents have the right to: (1) request that a copy of the survey
be sent through the school's electronic notification system or
physical mail to the address on file for the student, (2) review the
survey in person at the school, and (3) exempt their child from
participating in the survey.

e. Unless required by federal or state law or regulation, school
personnel administering any survey shall not disclose personally
identifiable information of a child.

f. No survey requesting sexual information of a student shall be
administered to any student in kindergarten through grade six.

g. The district will also comply with any survey requirements found
in the district’s policy on Protection of Pupil Rights.

8. The district will make this policy accessible by a prominently displayed

link on its public website. Any amended policy will be made accessible within
a reasonable time of its amendment.
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5031
Student Appearance

General Regulations. The District prohibits student attire or
appearance that:

e Causes or is likely to cause a material and substantial disruption
to the District’s programs and activities.

e Promotes, depicts, or refers to violence, drugs, alcohol, vulgarity,
obscenity, illegal activity, hate speech, bullying speech, or
harassing speech.

e Includes words, gestures, or images that contain or imply sexual
content or innuendo.

e Otherwise undermines the District’'s mission to inculcate the
habits, manners, and values fundamental to civility, community,
and the educational environment.

The District reserves the right to request immediate attire changes from
students. The District will require students to adhere to uniform
standards and/or wear district approved or issued uniforms in order to
participate in activities.

Altering a student’s appearance or removing or altering a student’s
attire without consent from their parent/guardian/caregiver is not
allowed. Additionally, students’ hair should not be permanently or
temporarily altered by school personnel.

Cultural and Religious Attire. Students are allowed to wear religious
attire, adornments, and other attire associated with race, national origin
or religion, or tribal regalia. Additionally, students are permitted to wear
natural and protective hairstyles including but are not limited to braids,
locks, twists, tight coils or curls, cornrows, Bantu knots, afros, weaves,
wigs, or head wraps.

Any person who is a member of an indigenous tribe of the United States
or another country may wear tribal regalia in any public or private
location where the person is otherwise authorized to be on school
grounds or at any school function.

Health and Safety Considerations. Students may be required to
wear protective clothing or equipment or otherwise modify their attire
or secure their hair to ensure the safety of themselves and others. In
such cases, a good faith effort to reasonably accommodate students will
be made to ensure safety without compromising religious beliefs,



grooming practices, or requiring students to permanently alter their
appearance. The least restrictive means appropriate to address the
identified health or safety concern shall be used.

Health and Safety Accommodation Process. If a health and safety
standard accommodation is necessary, the District will:

1. Engage in a good-faith effort to reasonably accommodate the
student and

2. Notify the student's parent or guardian of such an attempt to
accommodate the student's appearance or any attire, tribal
regalia, hairstyles, adornment, or other characteristic associated
with race, national origin, or religion

3. Attempt to obtain consent from a student's parent or guardian
prior to altering a student's appearance or removing or altering a
student's attire, tribal regalia, hairstyle, adornment, or other
characteristic associated with race, national origin, or religion.

Recordkeeping. The District will record efforts made to accommodate
a student’s appearance, attire, hairstyle, adornment, or other
characteristics associated with race, religion, sex, disability, or national
origin. Each record must include: the student's name; federally
identified demographic characteristics; date of the occurrence; the
health and safety standard relating to the accommodation; the nature
of the accommodation requested; staff involved; communication with
parents/guardians/caregivers, and; the outcome of the effort.

Enforcement. Violations of this policy shall be addressed in a manner
consistent with the board’s policies regarding student discipline.

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:




6031
Emergency Exclusion

Grounds for Emergency Exclusion. Any student may be excluded from
school in the following circumstances subject to the procedural provisions
governing short term suspension found elsewhere in these policies or state
law:

(a) If the student has a dangerous communicable disease transmissible
through normal school contacts and poses an imminent threat to the health
or safety of the school community; or

(b) If the student's conduct presents a clear threat to the physical safety of
himself, herself, or others, or is so extremely disruptive as to make temporary
removal necessary to preserve the rights of other students to pursue an
education.

Any emergency exclusion shall be based upon a clear factual situation
warranting it and shall last no longer than is necessary to avoid the dangers
that prompted the exclusion.

Extension of Exclusion. Pursuant to the Student Discipline Act, the principal
has the authority to exclude a student from school for up to five school days
on an emergency basis. If the superintendent or superintendent’s designee
determines that it is appropriate to consider the extension of an exclusion
beyond five days, such consideration shall be made according to the
procedures set forth below.

Notification of Student’s Parent(s) or Guardian(s). The superintendent
or the superintendent’s designee shall notify the student’s parent(s) or
guardian(s) that the principal has proposed the extension of the exclusion. If
the initial notice is oral, the superintendent shall confirm it in writing. The
notice shall include notice of a recommended hearing examiner and an
alternate hearing examiner for consideration by the parent(s) or guardian(s)
if @ hearing is requested.

Opportunity to Request a Hearing. The student’s parent(s) or guardian(s)

may submit a request for a hearing on the proposed extension of the exclusion
within one school day of receiving the notice of the proposed extension.
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Failure to Request a Hearing. If the parent(s) or guardian(s) do not
request a hearing within one school day of receiving oral or written notice, the
proposed extension of the exclusion shall automatically go into effect.

Appointment and Qualifications of a Hearing Examiner. The parent(s)
or guardian(s) shall notify the superintendent within one school day of
receiving notice of the recommended extension and proposed hearing
examiner and alternate hearing examiner if the alternate hearing examiner is
preferred.

Hearing Examiner’s Notice to Parent(s) or Guardian(s). The hearing
examiner shall promptly give written notice of the time, date and place of the
hearing. The hearing will be held within ten school days after the initial date
of exclusion; provided, the hearing may be held more than five school days
after receipt of the request upon a showing of good cause. No hearing will be
held on less than two (2) school days’ notice unless otherwise agreed to by
the student's parent(s) or guardian(s) and school officials.

Continued Exclusion. If a hearing is requested, the principal may determine
in his or her sole discretion that the student shall remain excluded from school
until the hearing officer makes a recommendation to the superintendent.

Examination of Student’s Records and Affidavits. Prior to the hearing,
the student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) shall have the right to
examine and have school officials explain the student's records and any
affidavits that will be used by school officials at the hearing.

Attendance at Hearing. The hearing may be attended by the hearing
examiner, the principal (or designee), the student, and the student's parents
or guardian(s). The student may be represented at this hearing by a
representative of the family’s choice.

Student’s Withess(es). The student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s)
may ask any person with knowledge of the events leading up to the sanction
or with general knowledge of the student's character to testify on behalf of
the student. If school personnel or other students are requested to testify by
the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s), the hearing officer shall endeavor to
help obtain the presence of such witnesses at the hearing.

Right to Know Issues and Nature of Testimony. The student and his/her
parent(s) or guardian(s) have the right to request in advance of the hearing
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the issues which the administration will propose in support of the extension,
and the general nature of the testimony of any administrative or expert
withesses.

Presence of Student and Witnhesses at the Hearing. The student and
witnesses may be excluded at the discretion of the hearing examiner in
accordance with state statutes. The student may speak in his/her own
defense and may be questioned on such testimony, but may choose not to
testify. The school district shall make available to testify at the hearing any
employee who is a witness to the matter upon request from the parent(s) or
guardian(s).

Sworn or Affirmed Testimony. The principal or his or her designee shall
present evidence supporting the recommended extension. Witnesses will give
testimony under oath of affirmation, and may be questioned.

Hearing Examiner’'s Report and Recommendations. The hearing
examiner shall prepare a report of his or her findings and recommendations,
and forward the report to the superintendent.

Superintendent’s Decision. The superintendent will review the hearing
examiner's report and determine whether to extend the exclusion. He or she
shall have the decision delivered or sent by registered or certified mail to the
student, student's parent(s), or guardian(s). If the superintendent decides to
extend the exclusion, the extension will take effect immediately.

Adopted on: 3-11-2019
Revised on: 6-9-2025
Reviewed on:
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6034
Concussion Awareness

The Nebraska Unicameral has found that concussions are one of the “most
commonly reported injuries in children and adolescents who participate in
sports and recreational activities and that the risk of catastrophic injury or
death is significant when a concussion or brain injury is not properly evaluated
and managed.”

The School District will:

a. Require all coaches and trainers to complete a training course approved
by the Chief Medical Officer on how to recognize the symptoms of a
concussion or brain injury and how to seek proper medical treatment for
a concussion or brain injury.

b. On an annual basis provide concussion and brain injury information to
students and their parents or guardians prior to such students initiating
practice or competition. This information will include:

1 The signs and symptoms of a concussion;

2 The risks posed by sustaining a concussion; and

3 The actions a student should take in response to sustaining a
concussion, including the notification of his or her coaches.

A student who participates on a school athletic team must be removed from a
practice or game when he/she is reasonably suspected of having sustained a
concussion or brain injury in such practice or game after observation by a
coach or a licensed health care professional who is professionally affiliated
with or contracted by the school. The student will not be permitted to
participate in any school supervised team athletic activities involving physical
exertion, including practices or games, until the student:

a. has been evaluated by a licensed health care professional;

b. has received written and signed clearance to resume participation in
athletic activities from the licensed health care professional; and

c. has submitted the written and signed clearance to resume
participation in athletic activities to the school accompanied by
written permission to resume participation from the student’s parent
or guardian.



If a student is reasonably suspected after observation of having sustained a
concussion or brain injury and is removed from an athletic activity, the parent
or guardian of the student will be notified by the school of:

a. the date and approximate time of the injury suffered by the student,

b. the signs and symptoms of a concussion or brain injury that were
observed, and

c. any actions taken to treat the student.

The school district will not provide for the presence of a licensed health care
professional at any practice or game.

School officials shall deem the signature of an individual who represents that
he/she is a licensed health care professional on a written clearance to resume
participation that is provided to the school to be conclusive and reliable
evidence that the individual who signed the clearance is a licensed health care
professional. The school will not take any additional or independent steps to
verify the individual’s qualifications.

Students who have sustained a concussion and returned to school may need
informal or formal accommodations, modifications of curriculum, and
monitoring by medical or academic staff until the student is fully recovered.
The school's "return to learn protocol" shall follow the model provided by the
Nebraska Department of Education. Nothing in this policy or the referenced
protocol shall entitle a student who has sustained a concussion to an
individualized plan under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, although staff
will refer students who have sustained a concussion for evaluation under
Section 504 as appropriate.

Adopted on: 3-11-2019
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6044
Participation and Assignment of Athletic Teams

Designation of Athletic Team or Sport. The terms male, female, and coed
are defined as provided by state law. All athletic and sports teams of the
district are hereby designated as male, female, or coed as follows:

Sport/Team Designation

Football Male

Softball Female

Volleyball Female

Basketball Male and Female Teams
Wrestling Male and Female Teams
Golf Male and Female Teams
Track Male and Female Teams

Participation on Assighned Teams. Males shall not participate on teams
designated for females. Females may only participate on male teams when
there is no female team offered or available for such sport. Males and females
may participate on coed teams and in coed events as long as their participation
is consistent with the eligibility and other rules of that team or event.

Determination of Student Sex. To determine eligibility, a student and the
student’s parent or guardian shall provide the district with confirmation of the
student’s sex on a document signed by a doctor or signed under authority of
a doctor.

Conduct of Visitors and the Public. Visitors and members of the public
attending district interscholastic team activities are expected to comply with
all district policies and practices, including sportsmanship rules.

Adopted on: 6-9-2025
Revised on:
Reviewed on:
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6045
Behavioral Intervention

General Approach. The district utilizes a tiered system of support to foster
a positive school climate and culture, encourage appropriate student behavior,
and provide the necessary supports for academic and behavioral success.

Interaction with Student Discipline Policy. This policy does not replace
the Student Discipline policy or limit the District’s authority under the Student
Discipline Act when behaviors warrant action under that policy or Act.

Classroom Removal. Students may be removed from the classroom if the
student poses a threat to their own safety, the safety of others, or the
environment or if the student’s behavior is disruptive to the learning
environment. When appropriate, prior to removal staff should consider the
use of de-escalation techniques, behavior redirection, or other Tier 1 or Tier 2
or comparable interventions.

When classroom removal is appropriate, the District will consider whether the
student requires additional support to transition back to the classroom and
continue to monitor the student’s behavior to adjust interventions and
supports as needed.

Required Training. The School District, independently or through the
educational service unit, will develop and provide behavioral awareness and
intervention training to employees with behavioral management
responsibilities. Each employee with behavior management responsibilities
must complete the behavioral awareness and intervention training during the
2026-27 school year or during the first year of employment with the district.
The length of such training will be at least one hours.

Behavioral Awareness Point of Contact (BAPC). Each school building
must designate one or more school employees as a BAPC. Each BAPC must
have knowledge of community services providers and other resources
available for students and families. Each BAPC must coordinate access to
support services for students.

The BAPC will be identified on the district website and in the school directory.
Adopted on: 6-9-2025
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