
CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

October 5, 2021
 
 

Notice of the meeting was given by posting and publishing in The Crete News, the appointed method 
for giving notice as shown by the Proof of Publication attached to the minutes. Advance notice of the meeting 
was also given to the Mayor and City Council. Pursuant to Section 84-1412(8) of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act, the City has posted a current copy of the Open Meetings Act, Laws of the State of Nebraska in the back of 
the Council Chambers. Additional copies are available to read. The City may consider items listed on the 
agenda in random order. All proceedings shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of 
the public. 
 

Those in attendance pledged allegiance to the flag. 
1. Open Meeting 
2. Roll Call 

Kyle Frans:   Absent   
Ryan Hinz:   Present   
Jack 
Oelschlager:   Present   

Present: 2, Absent: 1.

3. Items of Business 
A.Provide a recommendation to the City Council on renewing the City's membership with Southeast 

Nebraska Development District. 

Recommend to the City Council on renewing the City's membership with Southeast Nebraska 
Development District. Carried with a motion by Jack Oelschlager and a second by Ryan Hinz.
Ryan Hinz: Aye, Jack Oelschlager: Aye
Aye: 2, No: 0

City Administrator Tom Ourada reported that our membership with SENDD is useful at times and at other 
times is not. At this time, Ourada believes that it is useful as they are doing a good job with the 
Downtown Revitalization project. His recommendation is to renew the membership.

B. Provide a recommendation to the City Council on entering into an agreement with gWorks to develop a 
redistricting map for the City's election wards. 

Recommend to the City Council to enter into an agreement with gWorks to develop a redistricting map 
for the City's election wards. Carried with a motion by Jack Oelschlager and a second by Ryan Hinz.
Ryan Hinz: Aye, Jack Oelschlager: Aye
Aye: 2, No: 0

City Administrator Tom Ourada recapped the 2020 census situation and the need to redistrict the city's 
election wards. We cannot just tweak the wards as we have to balance the minority and the majority in 
each ward. This will cause a big change in the election wards, which could also cause changes to the 
Council positions. Due to the huge changes, this redistricting could cause citizen concern, which hiring a 
third party to develop the redistricting map would help to avoid. 
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C. Provide a recommendation to the City Council on enacting Ordinance 2141: An ordinance relating to 
accessory buildings in the A-1 Agricultural District. 

Recommend to the City Council to enact Ordinance 2141: An ordinance relating to accessory buildings in 
the A-1 Agricultural District. Carried with a motion by Jack Oelschlager and a second by Ryan Hinz.
Ryan Hinz: Aye, Jack Oelschlager: Aye
Aye: 2, No: 0

City Administrator Tom Ourada discussed the restriction on A1-District accessory buildings not being 
larger than their residence. Farmers who have large machinery or multiple animals can't build a large barn 
or building to accommodate those things. This ordinance will remove the size restriction for A-1 but 
leaves the rest of the accessory building regulations in tact. 

D.Discuss working with Vacanti Municipal Consulting Services to explore the concept of a sister city. 

Continue working with Vacanti Municipal Consulting Services to explore the concept of a sister city. 
Carried with a motion by Jack Oelschlager and a second by Ryan Hinz.
Ryan Hinz: Aye, Jack Oelschlager: Aye
Aye: 2, No: 0

City Administrator Tom Ourada explained that Al Vacanti with Vacanti Municipal Consultant Services 
partnered Omaha with a sister city in Italy. Ourada spoke with Vacanti at the League Conference about 
getting a sister city for Crete. However, his idea was for Crete to partner with a Czech city to represent our 
Czech population. The concern of alienating a larger portion of our population was discussed. Exploring 
other countries, as well, that would represent other cultures in our community was brought up as a 
solution. 

4. Officers' Reports 
The status of the Downtown Revitalization project was discussed. Councilperson Ryan Hinz spoke with a 
participating business owner who was concerned about the slow process impacting the prices of the 
projects due to rising costs of materials and about certain parts of the qualifying stipulations, i.e. making 
new windows wood-framed to be historically correct. Ways to speed up the process and meet deadlines 
were brought up and considered. 

5. Adjournment 
 
 

Mayor

(SEAL)
  

City Clerk-Treasurer

I, Jerry Wilcox, City Clerk for the City of Crete, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council.  I hereby certify that a copy of the Open 
Meetings Act was posted in the back of the Council Chambers.  I certify that all of the subjects included in the 
foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting, kept continually current and available 
for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk.  I certify that such subjects were contained in said agenda 
for at least twenty-four hours prior to said meeting and that at least one copy of all reproducible material 
discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for examination and copying by members of the public.  I 
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certify that the minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days and 
prior to the next convened meeting of the City Council.  I certify that all news media requesting notification 
concerning meetings of the City Council were provided with advance notification of the time and place of said 
meeting and the subjects to be discussed.

___________________________________________  
City Clerk-Treasurer (S E A L) 
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Ordinance No. 2141 
Page 1 of 2  

ORDINANCE NO. 2141 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CRETE, NEBRASKA RELATING TO ACCESSORY 
BUILDINGS IN THE A-1 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 11-503 TO 
EXEMPT ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES IN THE A-1 AGRICULTURAL 
DISTRICT FROM CERTAIN REGULATIONS. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CRETE, 
NEBRASKA: 
 
Section 1. That Chapter 11, Article 5, Section 11-503 of the Crete Municipal Code shall be amended as 
follows: 
 
11-503 Accessory buildings and structures. 
 
Accessory buildings, structures, and parts of buildings or structures located within the corporate limits and 
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City of Crete must comply with the following provisions: 
 
(1) An accessory building or structure shall not be located on a premises unless a principal building or 

structure is also located on that same premises. 

(2) No construction permit shall be issued for the construction of an accessory building or structure prior 
to the issuance of a construction permit for the construction of the principal building or structure upon 
the same premises. If construction of the principal building or structure does not precede or coincide 
with the construction of the accessory building or structure, the City shall revoke the construction 
permit for the accessory building or structure until construction of the principal building or structure 
has been substantially completed. 

(3) Any accessory building or structure attached to a principal building shall be considered part of the 
principal building for the purpose of height, distance, and yard requirements, and the total building or 
structure shall adhere to the yard requirements for the zoning district in which it is located. 

(4) The design of accessory buildings and structures shall be consistent with the character of the 
neighborhood and the exterior materials shall match those of the principal building or structure as 
much as possible. 

(5) The minimum distance between an accessory building or structure and any other buildings or structures 
on the same premises shall be five feet. 

(6) The cumulative total square footage for all accessory buildings or structures shall not exceed the total 
square footage of the first floor of the principal building. 

(7) The maximum height of any detached accessory building or structure is fifteen feet. 

(8) Detached accessory buildings or structures, except for signs, may only be erected in the rear yard and 
shall be set back from side and rear lot lines by a minimum of five feet, except that, if erected on a 
corner lot, any detached accessory building or structure shall be set back from the side street to comply 
with the setback line applying to the principal building for that side street. 

(a) Notwithstanding the above, if the access to a detached accessory building or structure used as a 
garage, carport, or similar structure is from an alley, then it shall be set back from the property 
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line adjacent to the alley a minimum of fifteen feet. 

(b) The cumulative total square footage of all detached accessory buildings or structures shall not 
exceed forty percent (40%) of the required rear yard. 

(9) Accessory buildings or structures on corner lots shall not be located closer to the side property line 
than the front yard required on the adjacent premises. 

(10) Accessory buildings or structures in the A-1 Agricultural District are exempt from the requirements of 
subsections (1), (2), (4), (6), and (7) of this section. 

 
Section 2. That the changes specified in the above sections shall be codified as part of the Crete Municipal 
Code as stated herein. 
 
Section 3. That all ordinances, parts of ordinances, or code provisions in conflict herewith shall be 
repealed and that any partial repeal shall not affect the other parts of ordinances or codified sections that 
can be given effect without the repealed parts. 
 
Section 4. That if any section, part, or provision of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid, the 
invalidity thereof shall not affect the validity of any other section, part, or provision of this ordinance. 
 
Section 5. That this ordinance shall be published in pamphlet or book form and shall take effect and be in 
full force and effect from and after its passage, approval, and publication, as provided by law. 
 
 
PASSED AND ENACTED the 5th day of October 2021. 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
City Clerk 

  
Mayor 
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