Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, July 12, 2021 5:00 PM
Gothenburg Public Schools Discovery Center (Greenhouse Classroom)

1322 Avenue |
Gothenburg, Nebraska 69138

The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students to become lifelong learners
within a positive and innovative learning environment.

Attendance Taken at 10:13 AM:

Present Board Members: Other Present:

Seth Ryker Ellen Mortenson -- Times
Allison Jonas Jay Holmes

James Widdifield Tyler Herman

Mary Meisinger

Michael Teahon, Superintendent

Kay Streeter, Business Manager

1. Open Hearing

2. Review of Parent Involvement Policy 6400 and Parent Involvement in Title I programs
Policy 6410

3. Public Comment

4. Close Hearing



Article 1 COMMUNITY RELATIONS Policy No. 6400

Instruction

Parental/Community Involvement in Schools

Dawson School District #24-0020, Gothenburg Public Schools, after having conducted a public
hearing concerning parental involvement and participation in the school district herewith
declares that it shall be the policy of the District to provide access to parents to all textbooks,
tests, curriculum materials, and any other instructional materials used by the school.

It shall further be the policy of the District in the event any parent has a complaint or objection to
any such materials to make such provision for personal conferences with the parent and
appropriate school personnel to discuss such concerns as the superintendent or his/her designee
may deem appropriate. The superintendent or his/her designee shall prepare a complaint form
which may be used by a parent to express objections to any such instructional material. Such
complaint forms shall seek information including, but not limited to, the specific instructional
material complained of, the reason for the complaint, and a proposed resolution of the complaint
by the parent.

It shall further be the policy of the District to upon reasonable advance request by a parent to
attend and monitor courses, assemblies, counseling sessions, and other instructional activities, to
permit such parent to be in attendance at such activities unless such attendance would
substantially interfere with a legitimate school interest.

It shall further be the policy of the district to encourage communications from the parents
concerning when a parent believes it to be appropriate for his/her student to be excused from
testing, classroom instruction, and other school experiences that the parent may find
objectionable. The superintendent or his/her designee shall make a provision on the complaint
form hereinabove referred to for receiving information from a parent concerning what specific
testing, classroom instruction, or other school experience the parent finds objectionable, the basis
for the parent’s objection and a proposed solution for dealing with the objection that would be
satisfactory to the parent.

It shall further be the policy of the District to provide full access to the records of the students to
a parent or guardian all as set forth in Section 79-2,104, the Federal Education Right To Privacy
Act, and other applicable law during regular business hours of the school at the school
headquarters or wherever the student’s records may regularly be maintained by the District.

It is the further policy of the District to notify a parent or parents of any student who may be
subjected to a standard norm referenced or criterion referenced test or standard tests such as but
not limited to the Iowa Test of Basic Skills or the California Achievement Test, to notify the
parent when reasonable to do so, where a sample of such test might be observed and the date
upon which such test will be administered. As to all testing by the District, experimental
evaluation methodologies, experimental testing instruments and any testing instrument which
would tend to inquire into the values, beliefs, or privacy rights of any student, or parent or
guardian of such student shall be prohibited unless a parent requests in writing that such tests be
administered to his/her resident student.
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Article 1 COMMUNITY RELATIONS Policy No. 6400

Prior to any school sponsored survey being administered to the students of the District, it shall be
the duty of the superintendent or his/her designee to notify the parent or parents of each student
involved in the survey of the nature of the survey, the date and time when such survey shall be
administered, and the purpose for which and the uses of which survey exist from the school’s
perspective.

It shall be the policy of the District as a general matter to leave substantive decision making
processes to the professional staff, administration and Board of Education, subject to an effort to
receive information from parents as to any concerns, objections, or other information such
parents would wish to provide to the school district concerning a parent’s access, involvement,
and participation in all activities of the school as it relates to the student of the District.

Date of Adoption: February 11, 2008
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Article 6 INSTRUCTION Policy No. 6410

Instruction

Title I Parental and Family Engagement Policy

The written District Parent and Family Engagement Policy has been developed jointly with parents
and family members of participating children and the local community, updated periodically and
distributed in an understandable and uniform format. This policy agreed on by such parents
describes the means for carrying out the requirements as listed below.

. Parents and family members of all students are welcomed and encouraged to
become involved with their child’s school and education; this includes parents and family members
that have limited English proficiency, limited literacy, are economically disadvantaged, have
disabilities, racial or ethnic minority background or are migratory children. Information related to
school and parent programs, meetings, school reports and other activities are sent to the parents of
participating children in a format, and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can
understand.

. Parents are involved in the planning, review, evaluation and improvement of the
Title I program, Parent and Family Engagement Policy and the School-Parent Compact at an
annual parent meeting scheduled at a convenient time. This would include the planning and
implementation of effective parent and family involvement activities.

. Conduct, with meaningful parent and family involvement, an annual evaluation of
the content and effectiveness of the Parent and Family Engagement Policy. Use the evaluation
findings to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise
the Parent and Family Engagement Policy.

. Opportunities are provided for parents and family members to participate in
decisions related to the education of their child/children. The school and local educational agency
shall provide other reasonable support for parental involvement activities.

. Parents of participating children will be provided timely information about
programs under this part, a description and explanation of the curriculum in use, the forms of
academic assessment used to measure student progress and the achievement levels of the
challenging State academic standards. The school will provide assistance, opportunities, and/or
materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic
achievement in a format, and when feasible, in a language the parents and family members can
understand.

. Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other
school leaders, with the assistance of parents in the value and utility of contributions of parents,
how to reach out to, communicate with and work with parents as equal partners.

. Coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with other
Federal, State and local programs, including preschool programs that encourage and support
parents in more fully participating in the education of their children.

Legal Authorities: 20 U.S.C. §§6318 and 7801(32)
Date of Adoption: ~ July 9, 2018
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