
Board of Education Regular Meeting

Monday, December 14, 2020 5:00 PM 

Gothenburg Public Schools Discovery Center (Greenhouse Classroom)
1322 Avenue I
Gothenburg, Nebraska 69138

 

The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students to become lifelong learners 
within a positive and innovative learning environment.

 

Attendance Taken at 8:39 AM:

 

 

1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

 

2. Approve the Agenda

 

3. Recognition of Visitors

 

3.1. Public Participation

 

Present Board Members: Other Present: 
Devin Brundage:   Present   
Kyle Fornoff:   Present   
Jon Hudson:   Present   
Becky Jobman:   Present   
Jeremy Sitorius:   Absent   
Nate Wyatt:   Absent   

Seth Ryker

Allison Jonas

James Widdifield

Mary Meisinger

Michael Teahon, Superintendent

Kay Streeter, Business Manager

Ellen Mortenson -- Times

Jay Holmes

Tyler Herman 



4. Business Items

 

4.1. Action Items

 

4.1.1. Consent Agenda

 

4.2. Reports

 

4.2.1. Board of Education Reports

 

4.2.2. Administrative Reports

 

5. Discussion Items

 

6. Executive (Closed) Session

 

7. Next Meeting

 

8. Adjournment
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Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES         Policy No. 8343

Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation

Agenda Construction and Control

A. Written meeting agendas will be prepared by the Superintendent of Schools in
corroboration with the President of the Board of Education.  Any Board member
may submit agenda items to be placed on the agenda by the Superintendent and
the Board President.

B. Control of the agenda is the responsibility of the Board President.

C. Agenda items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give the public reasonable notice
of the matters to be considered at the meeting.

D. An agenda, kept continuously current, shall be readily available for public
inspection at the office of the Superintendent of School of the Gothenburg School
District during normal business hours.  Except for items of an emergency nature,
the agenda shall not be altered later than 24 hours before the scheduled
commencement of the meeting.  The School Board shall have the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only by action taken at the
public meeting at which the item is to be considered.

Legal Reference: § 84-1411

Date of Adoption: November 13, 2006



Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8345
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation

Procedures During Meetings

In the absence of the President and the Vice President of the Board of Education at any meeting,
the Board shall choose a President pro tempore.  In the absence of the Secretary at any meeting,
the Board shall also choose a Secretary pro tempore.

Any action taken on a question or a motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call vote of
the Board in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the member
was absent or abstained.

The vote to elect the leadership of the Board of Education at the reorganization meeting shall be
taken by secret ballot, but the total number of votes for each candidate shall be recorded in the
minutes of the meeting.

Legal Reference: §79-569
§79-520
§84-1413

Date of Adoption: April 14, 2008



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9300 
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Bylaws of the Board - Meetings 
 
Regular Meetings 
 
The Board shall meet in regular session on the second Monday of each calendar month, unless 
otherwise designated by the president with the approval of the Board.  All meetings shall be held 
in the boardroom at the Gothenburg Schools unless otherwise designated by the president with 
the approval of the Board.  In each odd-numbered year, the January meeting will be held on or 
after the first Thursday after the first Tuesday.          

Legal Reference: §79-554    §79-555   §84-1401 
 
 
Special Meetings 
 
A special meeting of the Board may be called by the president when in his opinion it is 
necessary, or upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, or any two (2) Board 
members.  No business shall be transacted at any special meeting, which does not come within 
the purpose, or purposes set forth in the call for the meeting unless it is of an emergency nature. 
Special Board sessions may be adjourned to a definite date and time.  

Legal Reference: §79-520    §79-554   §79-555   §84-1401 
 
 
Advance Delivery of Meeting Materials 
 
The Board shall require the Superintendent to prepare an agenda which, with the minutes, shall 
be mailed or delivered to the Board members on Friday or prior to each regular monthly Board 
meeting. 
 
Items not placed on the regular agenda may be tabled until the regular meeting on the following 
month to provide the Board adequate time to research the item in question.  All citizens in the 
district boundary are permitted to place an item on the agenda.  Those persons outside the district 
may place an item on the agenda by permission of the President of the Board or the 
Superintendent of Schools. 
 
 
Order of Business 
 
The following shall be the order of business for the regular meetings.  The order of business may 
be changed by consent of all members present. 
 

Meeting call to order, Pledge of Allegiance, Approval/Changes to Agenda, Recognition of 
Visitors, Business Items (Consent Agenda, Action Items, Policy Review, and Reports), 
Discussion Items, Time/Date of Next Meeting, Adjournment. 

 
 
 
 
 



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9300 
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Parliamentary Procedure 
 
The rules of parliamentary procedures as embodied in Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the 
school Board in its deliberation when the issue in question is not covered by these policies and 
bylaws. 
 
 
Minutes 
 
The Board of Education shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time, place, members 
present and absent, and the substance of all matters discussed.  The minutes shall be prepared by 
the secretary immediately following the meeting, shall be written, shall be available for 
inspection by the public and for distribution to the members of the Board within ten (10) working 
days, or prior to the next convened meeting, whichever occurs earlier, and shall be a part of the 
agenda for the next regular meeting at which time they shall be corrected, if necessary, and 
approved.  The minutes shall be kept in the office of the superintendent and shall be public 
records and open to public inspection during normal business hours. 
                     Legal Reference: §79-577    §79-555    §§ 84-1408-1414 
 
Voting 
 
Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call vote 
of the Board in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the 
member was absent or not voting.  The requirement of a roll call or viva voce vote may be 
satisfied by used of an electronic voting device, which allows the yeas and nays of each member 
of the board to be readily seen by the public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  May 12, 2008 
Date of Revision:   August 8, 2016 
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation 
 
Opportunity for Public Expression 

 
The Board of Education as a representative body, recognizes the importance of the public's 
viewpoint relative to the direction of the educational programs in Gothenburg Public Schools.  
Therefore, the following guidelines have been established for patrons to efficiently and 
effectively give expression to their suggestions, concerns, and grievances: 
 
A. Public Forum - Each Board meeting shall have on its agenda a specific time entitled 

Public Forum, during which patrons may address the Board on matters of general 
concern.  Patrons wishing to address the Board during the Public Forum will be allowed 
five (5) minutes to express their view.  Board of Education members will refrain from 
expressing personal opinions during the Public Forum unless asked a direct question by a 
patron recognized by the Board President as having the floor.  The Board imposed time 
limit may be extended by a majority vote of the Board following a request to do so.  
Board action may not be taken on matters discussed during the Public Forum unless the 
matter specifically appears on the prepared agenda.  In the discretion of the Board 
President, the Public Forum may be omitted or bypassed at some, but not all, meetings of 
the Board of Education. 

 
B. Concerns and Complaints - Board action shall not be taken regarding a concern or 

complaint unless the following procedure has been followed: 
 
 Step 1.       All Complaints concerning a particular school situation shall be submitted to 

the Principal of the building.  They should be submitted in writing when 
practical.  If the party involved is other than an individual, then the 
organization or persons represented shall be identified.  If the problem 
involves other than an individual building, then the matter shall be directed to 
the Superintendent. 

Step 2.     Should the matter not be resolved to the satisfaction of the parties involved, 
they may appeal to the Superintendent. 

Step 3.       If the initiating party is not satisfied with the response of the Superintendent, 
said party may address a written appeal to the Board of Education through the 
Secretary of the Board. 

 
C. Speak to Agenda Item - Patrons or visitors who desire to have an item placed on the 

monthly Board meeting agenda and speak on that item should make their wishes known 
to the Superintendent prior to the distribution of the meeting agenda.  Upon receipt of a 
request to be heard the Superintendent may, in the discretion of the Superintendent, place 
the item on the agenda.  The Board President shall then allow the patron or visitors to 
address the Board at the appropriate time.  The length of this presentation will be 
determined at the discretion of the Board President.  Persons who wish to speak to an 
agenda item will not be required to have their name be placed on the agenda prior to the 
meeting in order to speak about items on the agenda. 

 
Legal Reference:  §84-1412 
 
Date of Adoption:  July 14, 2008 

































































































































Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8151 
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Internal Board Policies - Organization 
 
Standing Committees 
 
It shall be the policy of Gothenburg Public Schools that the following will be the standing 
committees of the Board of Education: 
 
      1.       Negotiations Committee 

 
2.       Committee on American Civics 

 
3. Transportation/Facilities 

 
4. Finance Committee 

 
5. Policy Committee 

 
 

 
It shall further be the policy of Gothenburg Public Schools that the Superintendent shall appoint 
the members of the above committees.   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-724 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-520 
 
 
Date of Adoption: July 15, 2019 



   Board of Education Report 
  November Board Meeting 12/14/20 
  Jay Holmes, Maintenance Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
Basketball goal inspection - Has been completed, no major problems 
and all are in compliance. 
 
HUDL Cameras - In North and South Gyms are installed and in use. 
 



Gothenburg Schools Transportation Log
2020 - 2021

Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May S'21 Totals

# 191  Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 998 604 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1602

15,286 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 998 604 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1602
#192 Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 730 718 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1448

14,828 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 730 718 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1448
# 131 Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 773 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 786

104,385 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 773 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 786
# 132 Van Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 305 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 318

96,356 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Total 305 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 318
16 Silver Imp.Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 857 433 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1290

52,385 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 857 433 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1290
17 Blue Imp. Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 1426 1146 135 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2707

40,116 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Total 1426 1146 135 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2707
14 Red Imp. Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 360 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 360

99,771 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 360 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 360
2014 Nissan Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

9,310 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
17 Route Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

38,432 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2020 Route Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 129 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 129

9,977 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 129 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 129
11 Route Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

113,523 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
08 Micro 1 Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

152,163 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
08 Micro 2 Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

139,215 SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
11 Micro 3 Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odometer Activity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

38,323 SpEd 494 427 460 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1381

Total 494 427 460 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1381
Challenger Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Activity 265 2239 395 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2899
SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 265 2239 395 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2899
Patriot Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Activity 1,075 0 396 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1471
SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0
Total 1075 0 396 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1471

Yellow Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
128,319 Activity 683 268 724 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1675

SpEd 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Total 683 268 724 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1675
2012 MCI Activity 3601 1612 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5213
Totals Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Activity 8,155 7046 1779 1779 0 0 0 0 0 0 18,759
SpEd 494 427 460 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1381

Totals 12,250 7473 2239 1779 0 0 0 0 0 0 23,741



Administrator Report 
Meeting: December Board Meeting 
Date: 12/14/20 
Mrs. Angie Richeson 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Choir and Band Concerts:  
The 4th, 5th and 6th Grade Choir and Band Concert was held on Friday, December 11th in the 
north gym with a holiday / Christmas theme.  Mrs. Wieseler (Choir Director) and Mrs. Welch 
(Band Director) worked hard to prepare the students for a safe performance even in the middle 
of a pandemic. Our choir and band concerts always bring LOTS of compliments and the 
students alway look and sound amazing! 
 
Elementary and Junior High / High School Collaborative Projects:  
It has been a difficult year for mixing grade-level cohorts in our District.  We have been so 
blessed over the years to have our elementary students be able to interact with our Junior High 
and High School students with collaborative projects throughout the year.  This year, we are 
working hard to keep “cohorts” (grade levels) isolated from each other so our collaborative 
projects look a little different.  Several teachers have found super creative ways to do this!  For 
example, a few elementary classrooms have created pen-pal opportunities with Junior High or 
High School Swede Foundation classes and rather than getting together in person, they are 
going “old school” with some good ol’ letters written to each other. 
 
Formal Evaluations:​ I have spent the last few weeks in classrooms observing teachers as part 
of their formal evaluation process.  All administrators spend a lot of time in classrooms on a 
daily basis but it is always interesting to go into the classroom in a more formal setting to 
observe an entire lesson and very specifically evaluate a teacher’s: 
 

● Foundational Knowledge 
● Planning and Preparation 
● Learning Environment 
● Instructional Strategies 
● Assessment 
● Professionalism 
● Collaboration 
● Professional Growth Target  

 
My favorite part of the entire process is the post-conference where the teacher and I sit down 
one-on-one to talk through the evaluation, as well as discuss any additional questions and/or 
concerns he/she may have. 



Administrator	Report	
Meeting:		December	Board	Meeting	
Date:		12/14/20	
Mr.	Seth	Ryker,	Jr/Sr.	High	Principal	
==============================================================================	
	
Topics:	
	
Student	grades	&	interventions	
Second	Semester	Intervention	Programs	
Lunch	Changes	
 
I. Student grades & interventions 
 
a. We are still working with students to catch up from our COVID spike in late 

October.	
b. Foundations teachers are working with students to help them accomplish 

their goals.	
 
II. Second Semester Intervention Programs 
 

a. Credit Recovery (seniors) 
b. ACT Intervention (juniors) 

	
III.  Lunch Adjustments 
 

a. After Thanksgiving we made some alterations to our lunch schedule. 
b. Students have been great in their ability to adapt. 

 
	
	



Administrator Report 
Meeting:  December Board Meeting 
Date: 12/14/2020 
Mr. Marc Mroczek, Activities Director 
============================================================================= 
Topics: 
 
Winter Activities 
NSAA District Assignments 
JH Wrestling and JH Girls Basketball 
HS Basketball and Wrestling Guidelines & Protocols 
All-State Choir Selections and NSAA State Championships National Anthem Selection 
 
I. Winter Activities 

● Our Play Production team were the B-6 District Champions and qualified for the NSAA 
State Play Production Championships in Norfolk this past Friday. 

○ Congratulations to all the cast, crew, Mrs. Long, Mrs. Feather, and Mr. Long. 
● High School Girls & Boys Basketball and Wrestling participation numbers: 

○ Girls Basketball: 18 
○ Boys Basketball: 24 
○ Wrestling: 27 

 
II. NSAA District Assignments 

● The NSAA recently approved sub-districts for Wrestling to eliminate larger district 
tournaments due to COVID-19.  

○ Our Sub-district will be held at Ogallala on either February 5th or 6th, 2021. 
○ The top 4 places in each weight class will move on to districts. 
○ Alliance, Chadron, Gering, Gothenburg, Ogallala, Scottsbluff. 

● B-4 District Wrestling will be held @ Gering on February 13, 2021. 
○ Alliance, Chadron, Cozad, Gering, Gothenburg, Holdrege, Lexington, McCook, 

Minden, Ogallala, Scottsbluff, Sidney. 
● C1-11 Girls Basketball @ TBA.  February 16 & 18, 2021. 

○ Chase County, Cozad, Gothenburg, Hershey. 
● C1-11 Boys Basketball @ TBA.  February 22, 23 & 25, 2021. 

○ Cozad, Gothenburg, Holdrege, Kearney Catholic, Minden. 
● B-6 District Speech @ TBD.  Date is TBD. 

○ Alliance, Chadron, Cozad, Gering, Gothenburg, Lexington, McCook, Sidney. 
 
III.  JH Wrestling and JH Girls Basketball  

● JH Wrestling and our JH Girls Basketball teams will be concluding their seasons this 
week.  They have done a great job with our guidelines and protocols in place to keep 
our students safe and have competed very well. 

 
IV.  HS Basketball and Wrestling Guidelines & Protocols 

● We have communicated our expectations to our students, staff, and community 
regarding our guidelines and protocols for home and away contests due to the 
statewide DHM restrictions on 25% capacity and immediate family members from the 
same household only.  These are posted on our school website and social media 
platforms.  



● A big thank you goes out to our coaches and sponsors who have handled our 
guidelines and protocols to keep our students safe and participating in their activities 
seasons.  

● Our basketball games have gone really well with playing in both gyms at the same 
time (girls stay in one gym and boys stay in the other gym).  We utilize a pass list for 
our team and opposing team to allow entrance.  When we go to other schools, some 
are doing the pass list while some are providing us with tickets to give to immediate 
family members only.  

● HUDL Focus Cameras:  We are able to live stream all our games in both gyms using 
our new HUDL Focus cameras.  These live stream on our Gothenburg Activities 
YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpSg9QMoJtUkc-az4UkPcFA/featured 

 
V.  All-State Choir Selections and NSAA State Championships National Anthem 
Selection 

● Congratulations to Makayla Raymond and Dustin Cartmill as they were selected as 
All-State Choir participants later this year. 

● Congratulations to MaKayla Raymond as she was selected to sing the National 
Anthem at the NSAA State Wrestling Championships on February 20th at 7:00 P.M. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpSg9QMoJtUkc-az4UkPcFA/featured


Administrator Report 
December School Board Meeting  
December 14, 2020 
Tomye McKenna, Special Education Director/Assistant Elementary Principal 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

I. Observations for certified staff and support staff complete for 1st semester 
 

II. Mrs. Stortenbecker reached out to area downtown businesses to display student artwork.  
 

14 area businesses are taking part 
BVV Law Firm 
The Leader 
1st State Bank 
Flatwater Bank 
GECLC/Chambers 
Pixie 
Runza  
Edward Jones 
Vibes Dance Studio 
Hilltop Estates  
Gothenburg Times 
Triple A Storage  
Charm 
YMCA 

 
Also, students are creating Christmas cards for Hilltop Residents. Due to the unusual 
circumstances, staff and students have found creative ways to spread Christmas cheer.  

 
III. Gothenburg Public Schools currently have five homeschool students receiving special education 

services. We added two more since our last meeting.  
 

IV. So far this school year, Jacy Ostergard our school psychologist, has tested or is in the process of 
testing 40 students. Twenty-two are initial referrals.  



Administrator Report 
Meeting: December Board Meeting 
Date: 12/14/20 
Mrs. Allison Jonas, Director of Teaching & Learning 

 
 
Early Childhood: ​We have a student-teacher that just finished up this semester.  Congratulations to 
Tesla Nelson who will graduate this month from UNK with an early childhood Pk-3rd degree.  Mrs. Bell 
is a fantastic mentor and cooperating teacher.  We appreciate her helping grow more early childhood 
educators!  
 
Curriculum Updates:  

● Language Arts​ - Teachers are starting to settle in with ReadyGEN.  Students are enjoying 
novel-based studies and teachers are focusing on vocabulary development and word families. 
An additional benefit of ReadyGEN has been the integrated writing units connected to our 
Reading! 

● Social Studies - ​We are working through the evaluation process.  The 7-12 should be finished 
in the next few weeks and we’ll begin developing a proposal.  Additionally, we will focus on K-6 
after break.  This is an atypical evaluation as we’re trying to complete the process while trying to 
limit our use of substitutes. 

 
Assessment: 

● NSCAS ​ - Already making plans.  As of now, this process will continue regardless of the COVID 
situation.  

● MAP​ - Next MAP Growth Assessment will be 1/11-1/29 
● ACT​ - Tuesday, April 6th 

 
Professional Development: 

● Strategic Planning 
○ We’ve been working to compile some data for our Strategic Planning process.  As part of 

this process, we collected perceptual survey data.  We received very valuable feedback 
from our stakeholders and will be utilizing that information to help guide our Strategic 
Plan. 
 

● Staff Evaluations 
○ Formals:11 
○ Walkthroughs:  56  
○ Reflection Sessions: 49 

 
 

 
 
 



Administrator Report  
Meeting: December Board Meeting 
Date: 12/14/20 
Dr. Todd Rhodes, Superintendent 
====================================================================  
 

Commendations: Congratulations to the Gothenburg One-act on earning a District 
Championship.  

Risk Tier: Gothenburg Public Schools remains operational in the Orange risk tier. 

COVID Update: During the week of December 7th Gothenburg Public Schools averaged less than 
3% student absences related to COVID-19.   

FFCRA Leave: The Families First Coronavirus Response Act is set to expire on December 31, 
2020. At this point, Congress has not acted to extend that deadline, although there appears to 
be some last minute attempts to pass a second round of COVID relief. 

Executive Order No. 20-36: Corona Virus—Public Meetings requirement limited waiver.  All 
governing bodies may meet by videoconference or by telephone conferencing or by 
conferencing by other electronic communication so long as there is made available at such 
meeting access to members of the public and to members of the media.  The waiver is 
applicable through January 31, 2021. 

Dudley Renovation Update:  Ryan Stearns from Hewgley and Associates Inc. continues to work 
on architectural drawings. 

STANCE: As we approach a new legislative session, STANCE members have begun to formally 
meet.  The tentative 2021 legislative session begins on January 6

th
. This is a regular session (90 

days).  Property tax relief, student discipline and teacher benefits have already been rumored 
to be included in senator priority bills. 

Strategic Planning Update: 
The following dates have been confirmed: 

  January 8th and 9th-Stakeholder Workshop 
  May 25th-Final Session 
 
January Committee Meetings:  Committee meetings will be scheduled as needed. 
 
2020-2021 Contract Days:  
July-20 days 
August-21 days 
September-21 days 
October-21 days 
November-17 days 



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9370

Page 1 of  1

Bylaws of the Board - Meetings

Closed Sessions

The Board of Education may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority of its
voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the public interest or
for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual and if such individual has
not requested a public meeting.  Closed sessions may be held for, but shall not be limited to, such
reasons as:  (a) strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate purchases, or
litigation; (b) discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices; (c) investigative
proceedings regarding allegations or misconduct; or (d) evaluation of the job performance of a
person when necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation of a person and if such person
has not requested a public meeting; provided, however a closed meeting shall never be held for
the purpose of discussing the appointment or election of a new member to the Board of
Education.

The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session.  The subject matter and the
reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close. The entire
motion, the vote of each member on the question of holding a closed session, and the time when
the closed session commenced and concluded shall be recorded in the minutes.  If the motion to
close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed session shall restate on
the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The Board shall restrict its
consideration of matters during the closed portions to only those purposes set forth in the motion
to close as the reason for the closed session. The meeting shall be reconvened in open session
before any formal action may be taken.

Any member of the Board shall have the right to challenge the continuation of a closed session if
the member determines that the session has exceeded the reasons stated in the original motion to
hold a closed session.  Such challenge shall be overruled only by a majority vote of the members
of the public body.  Such challenge and its disposition shall be recorded in the minutes.

The term "closed session" as used in the policies, regulations and Bylaws of the District shall
include within its meaning any "executive session" or "executive meeting" authorized or
prescribed by said policies, regulations and Bylaws, all of said terms being interchangeable.

Legal Reference: §§84-1407 to 84-1414

Date of Adoption:  November 13, 2006
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