
ESUCC
Legislative Committee Meeting
Wednesday, January 4, 2017, 3:00 PM
Coop Committee Meeting Educational Service Unit No. 3 6949 So. 110th Street LaVista, NE 
68128 Video Conference Sites: ESU 3 Host DL Sites: ESU3, 4, 6, 10, 18, 6949 South 110th 
Street, LaVista, NE 68128

Attendance Taken at 3:00 PM. 
Beatty ESU 16:   Present   
Bell ESU 10:   Present   
Jeff West (NE):   Present   
Dr Kraig Lofquist:   Present   
Liz Standish:   Present   
Dan Schnoes (NE) (ESU 03):   Present   
Paul Calvert (ESU 15):   Present   

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Agenda Item

3.1. ESUCC Legislative Action Plan

3.2. Tax Reform Meeting

3.3. Legislative Planning Update

3.3.1. Legislative Goals

3.3.1.1. Governor Meeting

3.3.1.2. Marketing - Individual Visits

3.3.1.3. Marketing - Whole Group Presentation, February 23, 2017

3.3.1.3.1. ESUCC Data

3.3.1.4. ESUCC/ESU Promotional Flyer



4. Next Meetings Agenda Items

5. Executive Session

6. Adjournment

{{Name: Agenda Item Name}}
{{Discussion: Agenda Item Discussion}}
{{Comments: Agenda Item Comments}}
{{Actions: Agenda Item Actions}}



Education Community Meeting AGENDA 

December 20, 2016, 8:30-11:30 

NCSA, Lincoln 

Agenda: 

8:30 Legislative updates and Intel 

 Education chair 

 4% reduction in current FY 

9:00  Report by NDE on federal agenda and ESSA 

9:30 Updates on the Nebraska Education Collaboration 

10:00 Break 

10:15 Discuss legislative agenda 

 TEEOSA- release valve 

 School finance review commission 

 Early childhood 

 Career education 

 Expanded learning 

 Nutrition 

 other 

11:30 Adjourn 

Next meeting: January 9th, 1:30-3:30 



Topline messages: 

TEEOSA isn’t working for most school districts, and it certainly won’t work for the future we 

imagine 

We have a revenue problem 

Local control (school boards ae elected, just like senators) 

Goals: 

Serve all kids in the state 

Principles: 

Access to resources 

Equity 

Investments in education can lead to decreased costs in other parts of government 

Stability is important 

Short term: 

Defend funding in current biennium (instead of taking 4% reduction) 

Release valve. Raise $1.05: DoE to model a few scenarios 

Tax more services, foundation outside of the formula or special ed or some mechanism that 

helps all districts (not just equalized) 

Long term: 

School finance review commission (as a bill or not, depending on committee leadership) 

Homework: 

Tangible examples of cuts that will happen 



FORESIGHT LAW + POLICY
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Presidential and Congressional 
Transition: Education Policy Outlook 

Nebraska Department of Education| December 20, 2016
Lincoln, Nebraska



Presentation Overview 

2017 Education Policy Outlook

• Presidential Transition Team and Process 

• Insights from the Campaign’s Ed Policies

• U.S. Department of Education Priorities 

• 115th Congress Leadership and Priorities

• Discussion/Q&A 



Transition Education Policy Leadership

• James Manning – (Fmr. A.S. Postsecondary Ed – Spellings ) 

• William Evers – (Fmr. A.S. Planning, Policy and Evaluation –
Spellings)

• Townsend McNitt – (Deputy CoS at U.S. ED - Spellings) 

• Rob Goad – (L.D. Rep. Luke Messer (IN))

------------------------

• Outside Experts (e.g. Terrell Halaska – (Fmr. A.S. Leg Affairs –
Spellings)

• HELP and Education and the Workforce Committee Staffers 

The transition’s official/unofficial team has close ties to President 
G.W. Bush and Jeb Bush, but also key Members of Congress. 



U.S. Department of Education Leadership

• Betsy DeVos –Secretary of Education Nominee (American 
Federal for Children/Foundation for Excellence in Education)

• ? – Deputy Secretary  

• ? – Assistance Secretary for Elementary and Secondary 
Education  

• ? – Under Secretary (Higher Education)

• ? - Assistant Secretary for Planning, Evaluation and Policy

• ? – Assistant Secretary for Post-Secondary Education

Although the president’s selection for Secretary of Education is 
consequential, observers should also pay close attention to the 
Department of Education’s broader leadership.



Trump Campaign Education Policies 

The president- elect’s campaign avoided detailed policy, but did 
focus on three education ideas during the general election: 

• Establishing a new $20 billion federal investment in school 
choice, connected to a $100 billion investment by states; 

• Capping periodic student loan repayments at 12.5 percent of 
income, along with granting loan forgiveness after 15 years; 
and 

• Creating a new childcare and child enhancement tax credit 
for low income families. (Childcare tax credits were cited 
again this week by the president-elect’s Treasury Secretary 
nominee.) 



New Administration Education Priorities? 

DeVos’s nomination signals a strong administration commitment to school choice, 
but the Administration must also develop plans and make decisions about a much 
broader agenda.

• What will “School Choice” mean to the Administration and how will it be funded? 

- A primary focus on vouchers, charters, or both? 

- Would Congress approve significant new funding for choice?  If so, how would the 
spending align with the Budget Control Act’s spending caps and ESSA’s Charter Schools 
program?  

• Every Student Succeeds Act: Significant ESSA rulemaking will be completed this year, but 
the new team must consider possible revisions to regulations and assume responsibility for 
reviewing and approving state consolidated plans due in April and September.  

• Higher Education Act: Senate/House ed committees will prioritize HEA. Will the 
Administration have higher education priorities? Re-privatizing the student loan system? 
Terminate the new teacher prep regulations? 

• Childcare and Enhancement: Early learning has bipartisan support. Will the new 
administration follow through on the issue?  Possibly leveraging ESSA’s Charter School 
program’s early learning provisions? 



Congressional Outlook 

• DeVos nomination hearing tentatively scheduled for January 12. 

• Education policy is not likely to be an early focus of Congress’s 
work, given other priorities including ACA, infrastructure, trade, 
Supreme Court nomination and other issues. 

• Ed committees will be busy. Updates to several major federal laws 
are behind schedule e.g., HEA, CTE, ESRA, Head Start, and IDEA. 

• Senate Republicans still do not have 60-vote threshold required to 
drive legislation, or presidential nominees, through the legislative 
body without at least some Democratic support. Will the majority 
use the budget reconciliation process to address education policy?  

• Will divisions within the Republican caucus, particularly over 
spending, pose significant challenges to the majority’s work?



Congressional Education Policy Leadership

The top leadership of the House and Senate education 
authorizing committees will not change in the 115th Congress, 
except for Chairman Kline’s retirement. 

Senate Help Committee Leadership 
• Senator Alexander (R-TN)  
• Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) 

House Education and the Workforce Committee
• Representative Virginia Foxx (R-NC) 
• Representative Bobby Scott (D-VA) 



Chairman Alexander and Chairwoman Foxx have expressed a 
strong desire to focus on reauthorization of the Higher Education 
Act.  Other issues on the committees’ agendas include: 

•Perkins Career and Technical Education Act 

• ESSA Implementation Oversight 

•Administration Priorities 

• Education Sciences Reform Act (IES/NCES/SLDS) 

• Student Data Privacy (FERPA w/higher ed implications or 
expansion of FTC authority?)

•U.S. Ed Nominee Hearings (Senate) 

9

Education Committees Priorities  



1
0

Reaction to the Election?  

The Republican Congress may behave in an unorthodox way 
in 2017 (e.g. with regard to increased spending), but we 
expect the pendulum to swing back (eventually) to a more 
traditional conservative role.

Reaction to 
Populist 
Outcry in 2017 
and Beyond?

Eventual Reset 
and $$ 
“Hangover”?



Q & A 

1
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Discussion 



11.22.16 
 

New Investments Breakout Session: 

Purpose: To brainstorm policy proposals that represent investments in K-12 education that the education 
community can collectively support – to “fill the pipeline” with proactive policy ideas.  

What are new investments that will improve public education in Nebraska? (5 minutes) 

Ideas to consider: 

 early childhood 

 expanded learning opportunities (“full service community schools”) 

 school-to-career 

 special education 

 alignment between PK-12 system and post-secondary education 

 whole child (physical, mental, and behavioral health) 

 Grow Nebraska – “business, communities, and agencies aligning efforts” 

 Job opportunities for teens and young adults 

 Teacher shortages – matching the need 

 DHHS-involved students 

 Poverty funding 

Early Childhood 

 1.0 in TEEOSA formula 

 Transportation funding for 4-year-olds 

 ½ cent levy authority for ESUs for ECE 

Expanded Learning Opportunities 

 Expand existing grant opportunities – currently, $2M in grant programs is not enough 

 Focus on school-to-career, skills & trades 

Special Education 

 Increase reimbursement percentage to 80% 

 Use “impact aid” concept 

 Take out of formula 

Other Ideas: 

 Use of lottery funds 

 Taking poverty, ECE, & Special ed out of TEEOSA formula 

 Transparency regarding educational outcomes of foster youth 

 Utilize business incentive programs to require collaboration with local school districts – business that receive 
credits must contribute 

Participants: 

Stephen Grizzle, Renee Hyde, Steve Joel, Craig Christensen, Linda Richards, Vern Fisher, Brian Halstead, David Ludwig, 
Tiffany Seibert Joekel, Micaela LaRose 

 

























ESUCC:  Government Relations Process 
David M. Ludwig, ESUCC Executive Director 

November 2016 
 
 

A meeting was scheduled with Curt and Jason Bromm on Wednesday, November 9 at 3:00 p.m.  
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss an overview of the upcoming legislative session as 
well as marketing strategy for the ESU Legislative Day scheduled for Thursday, February 23, 
2017.   
 
Legislative Overview 
 

 24 newly elected Senators 

 12 New Senators 

 5 Incumbents not re-elected 
o Senator Schnoor:  not re-elected 
o Senator Sullivan:  term limited 

 Number of Senators  
o 32 Republicans (35 previously) 
o 15 Democrats (12 previously) 
o   1 Independent 
o   1 Libertarian 

 Legislative Issues 
o Budget Shortfall 
o Property Tax Relief 
o Corrections System 
o NDE Biennial Budget 
o Charter Schools (?) 

 State Revenue 
o May see a greater decline in revenue 

 Economic Forecast Board meets in February and April 
 
ESUCC Marketing 
 

 Governor:   
o Scheduled meeting 
o Develop a detailed agenda with talking points 
o Determine the audience for the meeting 

 Individual Senators 
o 12 New Senators 

 Schedule a meeting the first 2 weeks of the session 
 Tell our story regarding purpose and value 

o ESU Meetings at the State Capitol 
 ESU’s 13, 15, 16 and 17 January 6, 2016 

 Coordinate with the January ESUCC Meeting to reduce travel 
 Schedule other ESU visits when available 

o ESU Legislative Day (New name needed) 
 Thursday, February 23, 2017 
 10:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 State Capitol Room 1023 
 Invited Guests 

 State Senators 

 Legislative Aides 

 Invitation to Senators from each ESU 

 Meal/snacks/finger foods provided 



 A list of senators and staff will be by the front door to greet and 
connect with the appropriate ESU 

 Purpose:  support for all ESU’s  
 Topics for presentation: 

 State Statute regarding the origin of ESU’s 

 2003 ESU Study 

 Number of devices using Internet in each ESU 
o i.e.-ESU 3 equivalent to the size of Memorial Stadium on 

Game Day 

 Technology Innovations 

 Security of Data 

 Have readily available a stakeholder to present from a Zoom 
connection 

 Video Clip:  “A Day in the Life of ESU’s” 
o Pictures taken at a specific time within the state and 

organized into a 3-5 minute video 

 Picture of each ESU 

 K-12 Federation 

 Legislative Bills and the position for ESUCC 
 Photographer Available for the day 
 Establish a saying or brand  

 (i.e.-We support Public Education) 
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