
Regular Board Meeting

June 12, 2023, at 7:30 PM

Southern School District

 

 

Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Board of Education, Southern School District #1 on 
June 12, 2023, at 7:30 PM at Southern Jr./Sr. High School Board Room in Wymore.  A current 
agenda is also available at the office of the Superintendent. 

 

I hereby certify that the above notice was posted in three public places as follows:

 Southern Elementary School

 Southern Jr./Sr. High School

 U.S. Post Office in Wymore

 

I. Call Meeting to Order

I.A.Roll Call

I.B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

II. Approval of Minutes from the May 8, 2023, Regular Board Meeting

III. Communications, Audiences, and Recognitions

III.A. Public comments will not be received after this period of time. Public 
comment period is limited to 5 minutes per person and a total of 30 minutes 
overall.

IV. Financial Statement: Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action

IV.A. Approval of Bills

IV.A.1. General Fund, Special Building Fund, Depreciation Fund, and 
Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund Claims

IV.A.2. Lunch & Activity Claims



V. Support Service

V.A. Facility Update

V.B. Personnel Items

V.C. Technology Update

VI. Administrative and Committee Reports

VI.A. Student Board Member Report

VI.B. Elementary Principal's Report

VI.C. Secondary Principal's Report

VI.D. Superintendent's Report

VII. Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action

VII.A. School Board Member Appointment 

VII.B. Southern and Diller-Odell Golf Co-op (2023-2024 & 2024-2025)

VII.C. Set Breakfast, Lunch, and Milk Prices for the 2023-2024 School Year

VII.D. New Strategic Plan Proposal - Dr. Matt Dominy

VII.E. Approval of Policy 5045: Student Fees

VII.F. Approval of Policy 5018: Parent and Guardian Involvement in Education 
Practices & Policy 5057: District Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy

VII.G. Annual School Board Policy Updates

VII.H. Policy Review - Policy 5001: Compulsory Attendance and Excessive 
Absenteeism & Policy 5054: Student Bullying

VII.I. A Safe Return Plan Review as Required by the United States Department 
of Education (USDOE)

VII.J. Option Enrollment Applications

VIII. Adjournment

 



Nebraska Open Meetings Act
84-1407. Act, how cited. Sections 84-1407 to 84-1414 shall be known and may be cited 
as the Open Meetings Act.
84-1408. Declaration of intent; meetings open to public. It is hereby declared to 
be the policy of this state that the formation of public policy is public business and 
may not be conducted in secret. Every meeting of a public body shall be open to the 
public in order that citizens may exercise their democratic privilege of attending and 
speaking at meetings of public bodies, except as otherwise provided by the Constitution 
of Nebraska, federal statutes, and the Open Meetings Act.
84-1409. Terms, defined. For purposes of the Open Meetings Act, unless the context 
otherwise requires:
(1)(a) Public body means (i) governing bodies of all political subdivisions of the State of 
Nebraska, (ii) governing bodies of all agencies, created by the Constitution of Nebraska, 
statute, or otherwise pursuant to law, of the executive department of the State of Nebraska, 
(iii) all independent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees, councils, subunits, or 
any other bodies created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant 
to law, (iv) all study or advisory committees of the executive department of the State of 
Nebraska whether having continuing existence or appointed as special committees with 
limited existence, (v) advisory committees of the bodies referred to in subdivisions (i), 
(ii), and (iii) of this subdivision, and (vi) instrumentalities exercising essentially public 
functions; and

(b) Public body does not include (i) subcommittees of such bodies unless a quorum 
of the public body attends a subcommittee meeting or unless such subcommittees are 
holding hearings, making policy, or taking formal action on behalf of their parent body, 
except that all meetings of any subcommittee established under section 81-15,175 are 
subject to the Open Meetings Act, and (ii) entities conducting judicial proceedings 
unless a court or other judicial body is exercising rulemaking authority, deliberating, or 
deciding upon the issuance of administrative orders;
(2) Meeting means all regular, special, or called meetings, formal or informal, of any 
public body for the purposes of briefing, discussion of public business, formation of 
tentative policy, or the taking of any action of the public body; and
(3) Videoconferencing means conducting a meeting involving participants at two or 
more locations through the use of audio-video equipment which allows participants at 
each location to hear and see each meeting participant at each other location, including 
public input. Interaction between meeting participants shall be possible at all meeting 
locations.
84-1410. Closed session; when; purpose; reasons listed; procedure; right to 
challenge; prohibited acts; chance meetings, conventions, or workshops.
(1) Any public body may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority 
of its voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the 
public interest or for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual 
and if such individual has not requested a public meeting. The subject matter and the 
reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close. Closed 
sessions may be held for, but shall not be limited to, such reasons as:

(a) Strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate purchases, 
pending litigation, or litigation which is imminent as evidenced by communication of a 
claim or threat of litigation to or by the public body;

(b) Discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices;
(c) Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct;
(d) Evaluation of the job performance of a person when necessary to prevent needless 

injury to the reputation of a person and if such person has not requested a public meeting;
(e) For the Community Trust created under section 81-1801.02, discussion regarding 

the amounts to be paid to individuals who have suffered from a tragedy of violence or 
natural disaster; or

(f) For public hospitals, governing board peer review activities, professional review 
activities, review and discussion of medical staff investigations or disciplinary actions, 
and any strategy session concerning transactional negotiations with any referral source 
that is required by federal law to be conducted at arms length.
Nothing in this section shall permit a closed meeting for discussion of the appointment 
or election of a new member to any public body.
(2) The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session. The entire motion, 
the vote of each member on the question of holding a closed session, and the time when 
the closed session commenced and concluded shall be recorded in the minutes. If the 
motion to close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed session 
shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The 
public body holding such a closed session shall restrict its consideration of matters 
during the closed portions to only those purposes set forth in the motion to close as the 
reason for the closed session. The meeting shall be reconvened in open session before 
any formal action may be taken. For purposes of this section, formal action shall mean 
a collective decision or a collective commitment or promise to make a decision on any 
question, motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance or formation of a position or 
policy but shall not include negotiating guidance given by members of the public body 
to legal counsel or other negotiators in closed sessions authorized under subdivision (1)
(a) of this section.
(3) Any member of any public body shall have the right to challenge the continuation 
of a closed session if the member determines that the session has exceeded the reason 
stated in the original motion to hold a closed session or if the member contends that the 
closed session is neither clearly necessary for (a) the protection of the public interest or 
(b) the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual. Such challenge 
shall be overruled only by a majority vote of the members of the public body. Such 
challenge and its disposition shall be recorded in the minutes.
(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that any meeting be closed to 
the public. No person or public body shall fail to invite a portion of its members to a 
meeting, and no public body shall designate itself a subcommittee of the whole body 
for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings Act. No closed session, informal 
meeting, chance meeting, social gathering, email, fax, or other electronic communication 
shall be used for the purpose of circumventing the requirements of the act.
(5) The act does not apply to chance meetings or to attendance at or travel to conventions 
or workshops of members of a public body at which there is no meeting of the body then 
intentionally convened, if there is no vote or other action taken regarding any matter 
over which the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power.
84-1411. Meetings of public body; notice; method; contents; when available; right 
to modify; duties concerning notice; videoconferencing or telephone conferencing 
authorized; emergency meeting without notice; appearance before public body.
(1)(a) Each public body shall give reasonable advance publicized notice of the time and 
place of each meeting as provided in this subsection. Such notice shall be transmitted to 
all members of the public body and to the public.

(b)(i) Except as provided in subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of this section, in the case of a public 
body described in subdivision (1)(a)(i) of section 84-1409 or such body’s advisory 
committee, such notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within 
the public body’s jurisdiction and, if available, on such newspaper’s web site. (ii) In 
the case of the governing body of a city of the second class or village or such body’s 
advisory committee, such notice shall be published by: (A) Publication in a newspaper 
of general circulation within the public body’s jurisdiction and, if available, on such 
newspaper’s web site; or (B) Posting written notice in three conspicuous public places 
in such city or village. Such notice shall be posted in the same three places for each 
meeting. (iii) In the case of a public body not described in subdivision (1)(b)(i) or (ii) 
of this section, such notice shall be given by a method designated by the public body.

(c) In addition to a method of notice required by subdivision (1)(b)(i) or (ii) of this 
section, such notice may also be provided by any other appropriate method designated 
by such public body or such advisory committee.

(d) Each public body shall record the methods and dates of such notice in its minutes.
(e) Such notice shall contain an agenda of subjects known at the time of the publicized 

notice or a statement that the agenda, which shall be kept continually current, shall be 
readily available for public inspection at the principal office of the public body during 
normal business hours. Agenda items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give the public 
reasonable notice of the matters to be considered at the meeting. Except for items of 

an emergency nature, the agenda shall not be altered later than (i) twenty-four hours 
before the scheduled commencement of the meeting or (ii) forty-eight hours before the 
scheduled commencement of a meeting of a city council or village board scheduled 
outside the corporate limits of the municipality. The public body shall have the right to 
modify the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only at such public meeting.
(2) A meeting of a state agency, state board, state commission, state council, or state 
committee, of an advisory committee of any such state entity, of an organization created 
under the Interlocal Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the Municipal 
Cooperative Financing Act, of the governing body of a public power district having 
a chartered territory of more than one county in this state, of the governing body of a 
public power and irrigation district having a chartered territory of more than one county 
in this state, of a board of an educational service unit, of the Educational Service Unit 
Coordinating Council, of the governing body of a risk management pool or its advisory 
committees organized in accordance with the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act, 
or of a community college board of governors may be held by means of videoconferencing 
or, in the case of the Judicial Resources Commission in those cases specified in section 
24-1204, by telephone conference, if:

(a) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given as provided in subsection (1) of this 
section;

(b) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to attend, 
hear, and speak at the meeting, including seating, recordation by audio or visual recording 
devices, and a reasonable opportunity for input such as public comment or questions 
to at least the same extent as would be provided if videoconferencing or telephone 
conferencing was not used;

(c) At least one copy of all documents being considered is available to the public at 
each site of the videoconference or telephone conference;

(d) At least one member of the state entity, advisory committee, board, council, or 
governing body is present at each site of the videoconference or telephone conference, 
except that a member of an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act 
that sells electricity or natural gas at wholesale on a multistate basis, an organization 
created under the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, or a governing body of a risk 
management pool or an advisory committee of such organization or pool may designate 
a nonvoting designee, who shall not be included as part of the quorum, to be present at 
any site; and

(e)(i) Except as provided in subdivision (2)(e)(ii) of this section, no more than one-
half of the state entity’s, advisory committee’s, board’s, council’s, or governing body’s 
meetings in a calendar year are held by videoconference or telephone conference; or 
(ii) In the case of an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells 
electricity or natural gas at wholesale on a multistate basis or an organization created 
under the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, such organization holds at least one 
meeting each calendar year that is not by videoconferencing or telephone conferencing.
Videoconferencing, telephone conferencing, or conferencing by other electronic 
communication shall not be used to circumvent any of the public government purposes 
established in the Open Meetings Act.
(3) A meeting of a board of an educational service unit, of the Educational Service Unit 
Coordinating Council, of the governing body of an entity formed under the Interlocal 
Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the Municipal Cooperative Financing 
Act, of the governing body of a risk management pool or its advisory committees 
organized in accordance with the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act, of a 
community college board of governors, of the governing body of a public power district, 
of the governing body of a public power and irrigation district, or of the Nebraska 
Brand Committee may be held by telephone conference call if:

(a) The territory represented by the educational service unit, member educational 
service units, community college board of governors, public power district, public 
power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or member public agencies 
of the entity or pool covers more than one county;

(b) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given as provided in subsection (1) of 
this section which identifies each telephone conference location at which there will be 
present: (i) A member of the educational service unit board, council, community college 
board of governors, governing body of a public power district, governing body of a 
public power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or entity’s or pool’s 
governing body; or (ii) A nonvoting designee designated under subdivision (3)(f) of this 
section;

(c) All telephone conference meeting sites identified in the notice are located within 
public buildings used by members of the educational service unit board, council, 
community college board of governors, governing body of the public power district, 
governing body of the public power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, 
or entity or pool or at a place which will accommodate the anticipated audience;

(d) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to attend, 
hear, and speak at the meeting, including seating, recordation by audio recording devices, 
and a reasonable opportunity for input such as public comment or questions to at least 
the same extent as would be provided if a telephone conference call was not used;

(e) At least one copy of all documents being considered is available to the public at 
each site of the telephone conference call;

(f) At least one member of the educational service unit board, council, community 
college board of governors, governing body of the public power district, governing 
body of the public power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or 
governing body of the entity or pool is present at each site of the telephone conference 
call identified in the public notice, except that a member of an organization created 
under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or natural gas at wholesale on 
a multistate basis, an organization created under the Municipal Cooperative Financing 
Act, or a governing body of a risk management pool or an advisory committee of such 
organization or pool may designate a nonvoting designee, who shall not be included as 
part of the quorum, to be present at any site;

(g) The telephone conference call lasts no more than five hours; and
(h) No more than one-half of the board’s, council’s, governing body’s, committee’s, 

entity’s, or pool’s meetings in a calendar year are held by telephone conference call, 
except that: (i) The governing body of a risk management pool that meets at least 
quarterly and the advisory committees of the governing body may each hold more than 
one-half of its meetings by telephone conference call if the governing body’s quarterly 
meetings are not held by telephone conference call or videoconferencing; and (ii) An 
organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or natural 
gas at wholesale on a multistate basis or an organization created under the Municipal 
Cooperative Financing Act may hold more than one-half of its meetings by telephone 
conference call if the organization holds at least one meeting each calendar year that is 
not by videoconferencing or telephone conference call.
Nothing in this subsection shall prevent the participation of consultants, members of the 
press, and other nonmembers of the governing body at sites not identified in the public 
notice. Telephone conference calls, emails, faxes, or other electronic communication 
shall not be used to circumvent any of the public government purposes established in 
the Open Meetings Act.
(4) The secretary or other designee of each public body shall maintain a list of the news 
media requesting notification of meetings and shall make reasonable efforts to provide 
advance notification to them of the time and place of each meeting and the subjects to 
be discussed at that meeting.
(5) When it is necessary to hold an emergency meeting without reasonable advance public 
notice, the nature of the emergency shall be stated in the minutes and any formal action 
taken in such meeting shall pertain only to the emergency. Such emergency meetings 
may be held by means of electronic or telecommunication equipment. The provisions of 
subsection (4) of this section shall be complied with in conducting emergency meetings. 
Complete minutes of such emergency meetings specifying the nature of the emergency 
and any formal action taken at the meeting shall be made available to the public by no 
later than the end of the next regular business day.
(6) A public body may allow a member of the public or any other witness other than 
a member of the public body to appear before the public body by means of video or 
telecommunications equipment.
84-1412. Meetings of public body; rights of public; public body; powers and duties. 
(1) Subject to the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to attend and the right 

to speak at meetings of public bodies, and all or any part of a meeting of a public 
body, except for closed sessions called pursuant to section 84-1410, may be videotaped, 
televised, photographed, broadcast, or recorded by any person in attendance by means 
of a tape recorder, camera, video equipment, or any other means of pictorial or sonic 
reproduction or in writing.

(2) It shall not be a violation of subsection (1) of this section for any public body to make 
and enforce reasonable rules and regulations regarding the conduct of persons attending, 
speaking at, videotaping, televising, photographing, broadcasting, or recording its 
meetings. A body may not be required to allow citizens to speak at each meeting, but it 
may not forbid public participation at all meetings.

(3) No public body shall require members of the public to identify themselves as a 
condition for admission to the meeting nor shall such body require that the name of any 
member of the public be placed on the agenda prior to such meeting in order to speak 
about items on the agenda. The body may require any member of the public desiring to 
address the body to identify himself or herself.

(4) No public body shall, for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings Act, hold 
a meeting in a place known by the body to be too small to accommodate the anticipated 
audience.

(5) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds its meeting in 
its traditional meeting place which is located in this state.

(6) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds a meeting 
outside of this state if, but only if:

(a) A member entity of the public body is located outside of this state and the meeting 
is in that member’s jurisdiction;

(b) All out-of-state locations identified in the notice are located within public buildings 
used by members of the entity or at a place which will accommodate the anticipated 
audience;

(c) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to attend, 
hear, and speak at the meeting, including making a telephone conference call available 
at an instate location to members, the public, or the press, if requested twenty-four 
hours in advance;

(d) No more than twenty-five percent of the public body’s meetings in a calendar year 
are held out-of-state;

(e) Out-of-state meetings are not used to circumvent any of the public government 
purposes established in the Open Meetings Act;

(f) Reasonable arrangements are made to provide viewing at other instate locations for 
a videoconference meeting if requested fourteen days in advance and if economically 
and reasonably available in the area; and

(g) The public body publishes notice of the out-of-state meeting at least twenty-one 
days before the date of the meeting in a legal newspaper of statewide circulation.

(7) The public body shall, upon request, make a reasonable effort to accommodate the 
public’s right to hear the discussion and testimony presented at the meeting.

(8) Public bodies shall make available at the meeting or the instate location for a 
telephone conference call or videoconference, for examination and copying by members 
of the public, at least one copy of all reproducible written material to be discussed at an 
open meeting. Public bodies shall make available at least one current copy of the Open 
Meetings Act posted in the meeting room at a location accessible to members of the 
public. At the beginning of the meeting, the public shall be informed about the location 
of the posted information.

84-1413. Meetings; minutes; roll call vote; secret ballot; when.

(1) Each public body shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time, place, 
members present and absent, and the substance of all matters discussed.

(2) Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded shall be by 
roll call vote of the public body in open session, and the record shall state how each 
member voted or if the member was absent or not voting. The requirements of a roll 
call or viva voce vote shall be satisfied by a public body which utilizes an electronic 
voting device which allows the yeas and nays of each member of such public body to be 
readily seen by the public.

(3) The vote to elect leadership within a public body may be taken by secret ballot, but 
the total number of votes for each candidate shall be recorded in the minutes.

(4) The minutes of all meetings and evidence and documentation received or disclosed 
in open session shall be public records and open to public inspection during normal 
business hours.

(5) Minutes shall be written, except as provided in subsection (6) of this section, and 
available for inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting, 
whichever occurs earlier, except that cities of the second class and villages may have 
an additional ten working days if the employee responsible for writing the minutes is 
absent due to a serious illness or emergency.

(6) Minutes of the meetings of the board of a school district or educational service unit 
may be kept as an electronic record.

84-1414. Unlawful action by public body; declared void or voidable by district 
court; when; duty to enforce open meeting laws; citizen’s suit; procedure; violations; 
penalties.

(1) Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public 
body made or taken in violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be declared void by the 
district court if the suit is commenced within one hundred twenty days of the meeting 
of the public body at which the alleged violation occurred. Any motion, resolution, rule, 
regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public body made or taken in substantial 
violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be voidable by the district court if the suit 
is commenced more than one hundred twenty days after but within one year of the 
meeting of the public body in which the alleged violation occurred. A suit to void any 
final action shall be commenced within one year of the action.

(2) The Attorney General and the county attorney of the county in which the public 
body ordinarily meets shall enforce the Open Meetings Act.

(3) Any citizen of this state may commence a suit in the district court of the county in 
which the public body ordinarily meets or in which the plaintiff resides for the purpose 
of requiring compliance with or preventing violations of the Open Meetings Act, for the 
purpose of declaring an action of a public body void, or for the purpose of determining 
the applicability of the act to discussions or decisions of the public body. It shall not be a 
defense that the citizen attended the meeting and failed to object at such time. The court 
may order payment of reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff 
in a suit brought under this section.

(4) Any member of a public body who knowingly violates or conspires to violate or 
who attends or remains at a meeting knowing that the public body is in violation of any 
provision of the Open Meetings Act shall be guilty of a Class IV misdemeanor for a first 
offense and a Class III misdemeanor for a second or subsequent offense.

Revised 
10/2020

Perry, Guthery, Haase & Gessford, P.C., L.L.O.
233 South 13th Street, Suite 1400, Lincoln, NE 68508

(402) 476-9200
jgessford@perrylawfirm.com
rschultze@perrylawfirm.com 
gperry@perrylawfirm.com

455 South 11th Street, Suite A
Lincoln, NE 68508

(402) 476-8055
ncsa.org 



MINUTES
BOARD OF EDUCATION

May 8, 2023
7:30 PM 

I. Call Meeting to Order

President Dave Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the following members 
were present: Aaron Whitwer, Betsy Frerichs, Dana Dorn, Dave Zimmerman, Debra Schlake, & 
Jeff Argo. The following administrators were present: Jerry Rempe & Christopher Prososki. 

Reasonable advance publicized notice of the meeting was given according to law by publishing, 
a designated method for giving notice of the school district.  Posted Location:

• Fairbury Journal-News

Posted Date: 5/3/2023
Reasonable advance notice was simultaneously given to board members and a copy of their 
acknowledgment of receipt of notice and the agenda attached.  All proceedings hereafter shown 
were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

I.A. Roll Call

I.B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

President Dave Zimmerman announced that a complete copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was posted on the back of the board of education meeting room.

II. Approval of Minutes from the April 10, 2023, Regular Board Meeting

Motion to approve minutes from the April 10, 2023, Regular Board Meeting. This motion, made 
by Dana Dorn and seconded by Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

III. Communications, Audiences, and Recognitions

III.A. Public comments will not be received after this period of time. Public comment period is 
limited to 5 minutes per person and a total of 30 minutes overall.

IV. Financial Statement: Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action

IV.A. Approval of Bills

IV.A.1. General Fund, Special Building Fund, Depreciation Fund, and Qualified Capital Purpose 
Undertaking Fund Claims



Motion to approve the general fund, special building fund, depreciation fund, and qualified 
capitol purpose undertaking fund claims. This motion, made by Debra Schlake and seconded by 
Jeff Argo, passed.

Aaron Whitwer: Abstain (With Conflict), Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Betsy Frerichs: yes, 
Debra Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes
yes: 5, no: 0, Abstain (With Conflict): 1

IV.A.2. Lunch & Activity Claims

V. Support Service

V.A. Facility Update

John Eisenhauer provided the school board with a written report over: installing the new flooring 
in the weight room, the arrival of the new weight room equipment during the second week in 
May, installing the Level 2 charger in Blue Spring during the second week in May, struggling to 
find drivers for field trips and other activities, and keeping up with both mowing and janitorial 
work. 

V.B. Personnel Items

Cody McKinney and Kathy Burke recently resigned and we are looking to hire a maintenance 
staff member and a part-time food service provider. 

V.C. Technology Update

VI. Administrative and Committee Reports

VI.A. Student Board Member Report

VI.B. Elementary Principal's Report

The elementary principal reported on the following items: current enrollment figures, working on 
the activity schedule, finishing up testing, and end of the year events.

VI.C. Secondary Principal's Report

The secondary principal provided a written report on the following items: current enrollment 
figures, last day for seniors, last day of school, having all 4 alternative spots being filled at ESU 
5, holding class elections, 3 students were awarded the Susan Thompson Buffett Scholarship, 
Honors Night, graduation on May 13, and the NSCAS incentive day where 17 junior high 
students attended a Lincoln Stars game.

VI.D. Superintendent's Report

Dr. Prososki presented the school board with the annual preschool advisory meeting minutes and 
he also went over a draft of the assessment calendar for the 2023-2024 school year. He noted that 
there are required state and federal assessments that schools across the United States have to 



administer every year. Dr. Prososki said that he will be serving on Seward Public 
Schools accreditation visit in October, he will be leading O'Neill Public Schools accreditation 
visit in November, and Southern will have our external accreditation visit in February. Dr. 
Prososki said that area superintendents recently met with Senator Myron Dorn and the group 
spoke to him about their concerns regarding LB 632: Prohibit Suspension of Students in 
Prekindergarten through Second Grade. Dr. Prososki said that if LB 632 passes, the only way 
that a student in preschool through second grade could be suspended is if a student brought a 
deadly weapon to school. Dr. Prososki said that students need to be held accountable for their 
actions and, based on the Nebraska Student Discipline Act, there are procedural safeguards 
already in place to protect juveniles from being suspended from school. He noted that there is an 
appeal process for any long-term suspension and expulsion and, in many other states, there is no 
appeal process for any suspension or expulsion. Next, Dr. Prososki said he submitted a local food 
for schools funding grant and the district will receive $3,479 through this USDA grant. Dr. 
Prososki said that he was recently elected to the Nebraska Rural Community Schools 
Association (NRCSA) executive committee. In this newly appointed position, he said that he 
hopes to have a greater impact on education on behalf of the smaller school districts across 
Nebraska. Dr. Prososki also noted that he was also elected as the President of the Nebraska 
Association of School administrators (NASA) or the superintendent association in Nebraska. In 
this newly elected role, Dr. Prososki plans to have a greater impact on the education system in 
Nebraska at both the state and the national level. Dr. Prososki then went over a proposal for a 
new strategic plan because the district is close to the end of our current strategic plan and if the 
board approves this, the district will start this process during the 2023-2024 school year. Dr. 
Prososki gave the school board an update on the Providing Urgent Maternal Protections for 
Nursing Mothers Act that was signed into law by President Biden on December 29, 2022, and 
how it relates to the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA). Lastly, Dr. Prososki said the district 
recently wrote a grant for a Welch Allyn Spot Vision Screener. Dr. Prososki noted that our 
current vision screening equipment is outdated and does not provide valid and reliable readings 
for the youngest students in our district because some of them do not fully understand both letter 
recognition and shape recognition, which is part of the screening. In addition, the district also 
serves some students that are non-verbal. 

VII. Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action

VII.A. Set Activity Prices for the 2023-2024 School Year

Motion to keep the activity prices the same as the previous school year. This motion, made by 
Aaron Whitwer and seconded by Debra Schlake, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

The admission prices for the 2023-2024 school year will be $6 for adults, $4 for students. The 
prices for passes for the 2023-2024 school year will be $50 for adults, $30 for students, and $90 
for families. These are also the same prices that the other Pioneer Conference schools charge.

VII.B. Approval of Milk Bids for the Southeastern Nebraska Milk Cooperative for the 2023-
2024 School Year



Motion to approve the escalating and de-escalating milk bid from Hiland Dairy for the 2023-
2024 school year. This motion, made by Jeff Argo and seconded by Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

Southern Public Schools is a member of the Southeastern Nebraska Milk Cooperative and the 
purpose of the cooperative is to achieve lower milk prices in an effort to save the district money. 
The Southeastern Nebraska Milk Cooperative consists of the following districts: Diller-Odell, 
Fairbruy, Meridian, Southern, Tri County, & Wilber-Clatonia.

VII.C. Set the Annual Student Fees Hearing for June 12, 2023, at 7:10 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High 
School Boardroom in Wymore, Nebraska

Motion to set the annual student fees hearing for June 12, 2023, at 7:10 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High 
School boardroom in Wymore, Nebraska. This motion, made by Betsy Frerichs and seconded by 
Jeff Argo, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

Dr. Prososki noted that school districts in Nebraska are required by law to have a Student Fees 
hearing. Dr. Prososki said that no changes have been made to Policy 5045: Student Fees over the 
past couple of years. These are also the same fees that local ESU 5 schools utilize in our area. Dr. 
Prososki said that Policy 5045: Student Fees serves as a placeholder for sponsors or coaches that 
may want to complete some extra activities during the school year. The majority of the fees in 
Policy 5045: Student Fees are not imposed on students, and in many cases, they can elect if they 
want to pay, for example, a $30 fee to take their laptop home with them during the school year or 
not.

VII.D. Set the Annual Parental Involvement Hearing and the Annual Title I Parental 
Involvement Hearing for June 12, 2023, at 7:20 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High School Boardroom in 
Wymore, Nebraska

Motion to set the annual parental involvement hearing and the annual Title I parental 
involvement hearing for June 12, 2023, at 7:20 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High School boardroom in 
Wymore, Nebraska. This motion, made by Dana Dorn and seconded by Debra Schlake, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

VII.E. Consider Changes to Policy 4040: Employment Terms for Classified Staff

Motion to approve the proposed changes to Policy 4040: Employment Terms for Classified Staff. 
This motion, made by Debra Schlake and seconded by Betsy Frerichs, passed.

Aaron Whitwer: Abstain (With Conflict), Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Betsy Frerichs: yes, 
Debra Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes
yes: 5, no: 0, Abstain (With Conflict): 1

Dr. Prososki noted that classified staff are the unsung heroes of every school district. Over the 
past 2-3 years, the district has done a great deal for teachers when it comes to recruitment and 
retention efforts. Dr. Prososki said that classified staff are often forgotten when it comes to 



recruitment and retention efforts and Dr. Prososki noted the need to expand their paid holidays as 
a recruitment and retention initiative. 

VII.F. Accept the Resignation of Aaron Whitwer as a School Board Member

Motion to accept the resignation of Aaron Whitwer as a school board member. This motion, 
made by Jeff Argo and seconded by Debra Schlake, passed.

Aaron Whitwer: Abstain (With Conflict), Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Betsy Frerichs: yes, 
Debra Schlake: yes, David Zimmerman: yes
yes: 5, no: 0, Abstain (With Conflict): 1

Based on Policy 4015: Prohibition Against Employment of Board Members, a board member 
shall not be employed by the school district when serving on the school board. Aaron Whitwer 
accepted the position as the head boys basketball coach. After the May 8, 2023, school board 
meeting, the district will solicit applications to fill the open board position until June 5, 2023, at 
1:00 p.m. Applications can be picked up at the superintendent's office and the district will 
advertise the school board opening in the Fairbury Journal-News, on the district website, and on 
social media. The district will also inform the Gage County Clerk of the open school board 
position. Dr. Prososki and the school board thanked Aaron Whitwer for his service to Southern 
Public Schools over the years as a board member.

VII.G. Option Enrollment Applications

VIII. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m. This motion, made by Jeff Argo and seconded by 
Betsy Frerichs, passed.

Jeff Argo: yes, Dana Dorn: yes, Betsy Frerichs: yes, Debra Schlake: yes, Aaron Whitwer: yes, 
David Zimmerman: yes
yes: 6, no: 0

The next Regular Board meeting is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., June 12, 2023, at Southern Jr./Sr. 
High School Boardroom in Wymore.  The Board of Education will usually adhere to the 
sequence of the published agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the order of items if necessary 
and may elect to amend the agenda as deemed necessary.

 
BY
President of the Board of Education
Of this School District
 
 
ATTEST
Secretary of the Board of Education
of this School District



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO WISH TO SPEAK: 
This is the portion of the meeting when members of the public may 
speak to the board about matters of public concern.  

• Getting Started:  When you have been recognized, please 
identify yourself, including an address and the name of any 
organization you represent.  The board may waive the address 
requirement to protect the security of the individual. 

• Time Limit:  The board will generally allow a total of 30 minutes 
for the presentation of all public comments.  Individuals may 
speak only one time, and must limit comments to around 5 
minutes.  If there are more than 6 individuals who wish to 
address the board, the 30 minutes will be divided equally 
between the number of speakers.   These time limits may be 
changed by a majority vote of the board members in attendance 
to extend the time for a specific item or speaker. 

• Personnel or Student Topic:  If you are planning to speak 
about a personnel or a student matter involving an individual, 
please understand that the district has a complaint policy and/or 
procedures to resolve such complaints and concerns.  The Board 
requests that you follow the policy and procedures before 
addressing these matters with the Board.  Board members will 
generally not respond to any questions you ask or comments 
about individual staff members or students.  

• General Rules: This is a public meeting for the conduct of 
business.  Comments from the audience while others are 
speaking will not be tolerated.  Lewd, obscene, profane, 
slanderous, threatening and hostile conduct or statements and 
fighting words (words whose mere utterance entails a call to 
violence) will not be tolerated.

• No Action by the Board:  The board will not act on any matter 
unless it is on the published agenda.  



Weight Room Upgrade
Before & After Pictures

Spring of 2023 



















Required Online Trainings 2023-2024
(Safe Schools) 

Bloodborne Pathogens: Exposure Prevention 
Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved
Bloodborne Pathogens 21 Minutes September 6, 2023 October 4, 2023 Bus Drivers, Counselors, 

Nurse, Paraprofessionals, 
Principals, Secretaries, 
Teachers, & Technology 
Coordinator

Bloodborne Pathogens 25 Minutes September 6, 2023 October 4, 2023 Maintenance Staff (Complete 
as a Group) & Food Service 
Providers (Complete as a 
Group)

New Staff/Staff Moving Buildings
*Seizure Safe Schools Act 

Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved
Seizure Recognition & First 
Aid Certification 
Training Link: 
https://tinyurl.com/bddzcbpc

90 Minutes October 11, 2023 November 8, 2023 New Counselors, New Nurse, 
New Principals, & New 
Teachers

*Please Note: Based on LB 639, every certificated school employee must participate in a minimum of a self-study review of seizure disorder 
materials at least once in every two school years. Staff members will need to print off a Certificate of Completion and turn it in to their 
building principal once the training is complete by the due date listed above.

Child Abuse: Identification & Intervention
Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved
Child Abuse 34 Minutes November 15, 2023 December 13, 2023 New Preschool/Elementary 

School Teachers & New 
Paraprofessionals

Dating Violence: Identification & Intervention 
Course Title Duration Assigned Date Due Date Staff Involved
Dating Violence 22 Minutes November 15, 2023 December 13, 2023 New Jr./Sr. High School 

Teachers & New 
Paraprofessionals

Behavioral and Mental Health Training (Formerly Suicide Prevention Training)
Completed on August 15, 2023

https://tinyurl.com/bddzcbpc


Nebraska Department of Education 
School Finance & Organization Services 

 

2023/24 School District Budget Timeline 
 

Date Budget Activity 

January 31 Deadline for amendments to General, Depreciation & Employee Benefit Funds in order to be included 
in certification of Budget Authority. 

March 1 ♦ 2023/24 State Aid Certification 
♦ 2023/24 Certified Budget Authority and Allowable Reserve Percentage Certification 

March 15 Deadline for notification of availability of the Retirement Incentive Plan (§79-855) and Staff 
Development Assistance (§79-856) for school districts that are part of a dissolution or merger   

April 15 Reduction in Force deadline 

Mid-June School District Budget Form, LC-2, Budget Text and related documents available  

August 20 Assessed valuations and real growth percentage certified by Counties 

September 5 Deadline to notify and submit information to County Clerk if Joint Public Hearing required 

September 17-28th  Joint Public Hearing scheduled during this time if required 

 
September 30 

 

Filing deadline for Budget and LC-2 to NDE, Auditor of Public Accounts (APA), and County Clerk.  
(Submit the following documents to NDE through the LC-2 collection) 

 Documents from the School District Budget Form  
 Interlocal Form 
 Cover Page through Page 6 
 Schedules A, B, D 
 Property Tax Resolution 
 Notices of Budget Hearing and Special Hearing (Special Hearing is eliminated it 

Joint Public hearing was required) 
 Proof of Publications for: 

 Notice of Budget Hearing  
 Notice of Special Hearing to Set the Final Tax Request (Eliminated if joint public 

hearing was required) 
 Certification(s) of Taxable Value 
 Board minutes showing approval of district budget  
 Election Ballot and Certification of Election Results for a successful election to override the 

levy limitation (if applicable) 
 Election Ballot and Certification of Election Results for a successful election to exceed the 

expenditure limitation (if applicable) 
 Lid Computation Form (LC-2) submitted to the Nebraska Department of Education through 

the NDE Portal 
 
***Budget Submission for Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) and your County Clerk – A list of 
supporting materials required is on the “Check List” tab of the School District Budget Form. 

♦  

October 15 Filing deadline to submit Resolutions setting all tax requests   

November 5 Tax requests become final 

December 31 Filing deadline for the Report of Joint Public Agency & Interlocal Agreements File with the Auditor of 
Public Accounts, if not already submitted with Budget 

 
                                    Revised 04/26/23 



Nebraska Department of Revenue, Property Assessment Division 
2022 to 2023   Real Property Value Percentage Change by County as of 4-7-2023

Residential & 
Recreational 
& AgResid      
% change

Resid & Rec 
& AgResid  
% change 

excl. growth

Commercial 
& Industrial           
% change

Commercial 
& Industrial           
% change 

excl. growth

AgOutbldg & 
FarmsiteLand           

% change

AgOutbldg & 
FarmsiteLand           

% change 
excl. growth

Total 
Agricultural 

Land             
% change

Total Real 
Property       
% change

Total Real 
Property        
% change 

excl. growth
1 Adams 13.01% 11.56% 3.54% 1.24% 16.48% 9.63% 9.47% 10.27% 9.17%
2 Antelope 13.50% 12.36% 3.22% 2.13% 1.51% -3.18% 5.32% 6.12% 5.68%
3 Arthur 0.73% -1.24% 1.42% -0.10% 2.55% 2.55% 0.00% 0.12% 0.00%
4 Banner 0.23% 0.04% 0.00% 0.00% 1.47% 1.40% 6.33% 6.73% 6.70%
5 Blaine 0.64% -0.30% 0.00% 0.00% -0.01% -0.01% -0.01% 0.04% -0.03%
6 Boone 23.59% 22.16% 8.55% 8.55% 13.85% 12.12% 0.94% 5.12% 4.84%
7 Box Butte 12.97% 12.74% 1.99% 1.65% 0.57% -0.70% 0.05% 5.34% 5.18%
8 Boyd 4.34% 1.98% 6.19% 1.05% 5.22% 0.25% 0.15% 0.87% 0.37%
9 Brown 9.03% 8.80% -6.40% -6.92% 125.49% 125.14% -7.53% 2.78% 2.69%

10 Buffalo 11.12% 9.73% 9.69% 5.76% 13.18% -0.43% 11.15% 10.87% 9.22%
11 Burt 25.79% 24.05% 17.71% 13.27% 4.40% 2.84% 13.95% 16.11% 15.56%
12 Butler 14.82% 13.35% 4.87% 3.92% 1.50% -1.04% 10.95% 11.06% 10.57%
13 Cass 3.76% 2.53% 8.52% 4.89% -3.43% -4.99% -0.02% 2.75% 1.76%
14 Cedar 4.75% 3.63% 5.01% 1.73% 4.09% -1.13% 8.20% 7.31% 6.82%
15 Chase 13.70% 12.99% 9.72% 9.43% 20.03% 18.38% 1.91% 5.15% 4.95%
16 Cherry 11.79% 10.35% 1.10% -1.03% 4.17% -0.42% 8.37% 8.43% 8.05%
17 Cheyenne 7.88% 7.39% 7.31% 6.77% 22.53% 22.53% 3.82% 6.69% 6.41%
18 Clay 19.18% 17.95% 9.01% 6.00% 20.52% 15.61% 4.28% 7.21% 6.73%
19 Colfax 22.93% 21.27% 13.07% 8.57% 1.91% -0.07% 10.97% 13.90% 13.08%
20 Cuming 17.51% 16.38% 17.35% 15.85% 10.18% 5.59% 4.73% 8.23% 7.69%
21 Custer 8.80% 8.27% 1.57% -0.45% 6.93% 3.75% -0.59% 1.42% 1.08%
22 Dakota 15.69% 14.57% 2.09% -4.04% -0.48% -2.21% 7.12% 9.83% 7.88%
23 Dawes 9.39% 8.65% 17.98% 15.43% 0.62% -4.10% 7.44% 9.62% 8.87%
24 Dawson 14.03% 12.45% 16.71% 12.78% 22.38% 18.87% 3.70% 9.35% 8.26%
25 Deuel 6.80% 6.22% 3.66% -0.07% 11.32% 11.32% 0.93% 3.09% 2.54%
26 Dixon 18.71% 16.89% 2.54% 1.83% 6.51% 0.85% 18.43% 17.08% 16.53%
27 Dodge 13.36% 12.14% 13.63% 11.66% 21.10% 15.23% 1.28% 9.59% 8.61%
28 Douglas 14.39% 12.65% 9.72% 9.02% 92.35% 87.67% 7.63% 13.09% 11.64%
29 Dundy 33.74% 33.01% 0.75% 0.20% -0.18% -0.53% 0.88% 4.48% 4.03%
30 Fillmore 5.51% 3.80% 2.93% -3.93% 5.21% 1.89% 4.23% 4.35% 3.67%
31 Franklin 38.31% 34.47% 1.11% 0.79% 44.88% 43.27% 2.44% 8.10% 7.59%
32 Frontier 31.15% 29.21% 10.68% 0.18% 32.48% 29.73% 8.01% 12.88% 12.19%
33 Furnas 34.11% 33.13% 3.76% 3.73% 72.92% 72.92% 7.93% 15.37% 15.18%
34 Gage 15.14% 13.59% 15.10% 13.57% 3.26% 3.26% 7.00% 10.75% 10.02%
35 Garden 6.10% 3.75% 2.88% 0.58% 1.86% 1.68% 3.87% 4.14% 3.79%
36 Garfield 17.41% 16.71% 27.62% 16.55% 0.77% -0.19% 4.72% 8.87% 8.18%
37 Gosper 15.28% 13.86% 7.09% 6.86% 7.89% 3.60% 7.35% 9.43% 9.00%
38 Grant 11.69% 11.69% -1.22% -1.22% 0.00% 0.00% 15.65% 14.89% 14.89%
39 Greeley 4.98% 3.07% 8.69% 0.05% 10.65% 8.12% 6.78% 6.77% 6.29%
40 Hall 18.67% 16.17% 9.02% 2.59% 9.31% 6.03% 2.94% 12.97% 10.00%
41 Hamilton 5.97% 3.11% 2.45% 1.26% 9.85% 7.90% 7.61% 6.77% 5.89%
42 Harlan 15.90% 14.05% 3.15% -0.44% 8.79% -4.33% 18.45% 17.04% 16.22%
43 Hayes 33.58% 32.68% 9.51% 3.22% 8.69% 8.27% 3.25% 5.77% 5.56%
44 Hitchcock 14.64% 13.78% 0.57% -0.02% 7.31% 6.10% 5.80% 9.04% 8.51%
45 Holt 7.91% 6.76% 4.82% 3.34% 2.60% 1.34% 5.83% 6.06% 5.75%
46 Hooker 8.16% 3.90% 11.76% 10.65% 24.13% 6.51% 18.38% 16.78% 16.07%
47 Howard 9.14% 7.53% 0.50% -0.45% 8.37% 8.37% 4.73% 6.06% 5.52%
48 Jefferson 1.48% 0.24% 10.90% -2.91% 3.02% -0.80% 12.73% 9.76% 8.49%
49 Johnson 14.16% 11.90% 4.29% 1.49% 17.10% 14.69% 0.35% 4.05% 3.38%
50 Kearney 5.59% 3.99% 1.36% 0.51% 3.25% 0.78% 13.54% 10.59% 10.07%
51 Keith 12.84% 10.45% 5.17% 0.60% 14.66% 9.20% 1.09% 7.60% 5.86%
52 Keya Paha 7.08% 6.24% 0.11% 0.11% 3.59% -4.15% 18.30% 17.00% 16.74%
53 Kimball 16.00% 14.55% 16.22% 0.67% 0.27% -1.77% 3.88% 9.98% 7.11%

County

Source:  2023  Pre-TERC County Abstracts of Assessment for Real Property, as submitted by county assessors. 1 of 2



Nebraska Department of Revenue, Property Assessment Division 
2022 to 2023   Real Property Value Percentage Change by County as of 4-7-2023
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County

54 Knox 13.33% 11.05% 1.39% 0.78% 4.85% 4.85% 5.25% 6.87% 6.34%
55 Lancaster 26.06% 23.66% 20.23% 15.96% -52.53% -53.87% -0.69% 22.93% 20.16%
56 Lincoln 15.00% 14.14% 2.29% 0.33% 14.05% 12.81% 4.69% 9.04% 8.34%
57 Logan 2.18% -0.03% -0.02% -0.02% 0.22% 0.02% 4.15% 3.89% 3.69%
58 Loup 27.37% 24.10% 1.21% 0.38% 117.68% 116.44% 3.92% 9.83% 9.18%
59 Madison 10.42% 9.21% 5.56% 1.85% 0.44% -1.67% 14.23% 10.61% 9.33%
60 McPherson 22.71% 21.96% -2.09% -2.09% 20.41% 20.41% 1.67% 2.75% 2.72%
61 Merrick 8.37% 7.13% 2.02% 1.00% 2.37% -2.29% 2.45% 4.32% 3.70%
62 Morrill 19.90% 18.92% 34.57% 34.57% 29.08% 27.37% 2.56% 10.01% 9.71%
63 Nance 5.74% 4.13% 4.22% 4.14% 0.27% -0.47% 5.31% 5.14% 4.83%
64 Nemaha 18.39% 17.12% 1.70% -1.14% 8.35% 5.24% 14.53% 14.93% 14.42%
65 Nuckolls 12.93% 9.43% 2.46% 1.61% 4.02% 1.89% 2.06% 3.44% 2.91%
66 Otoe 24.24% 22.74% 11.32% 9.63% 30.53% 19.64% 7.05% 14.50% 13.64%
67 Pawnee 15.08% 13.89% 10.16% 8.99% 8.96% 5.93% 0.24% 2.63% 2.37%
68 Perkins 12.08% 9.78% 14.02% -1.91% 5.25% 4.46% 23.81% 20.86% 19.39%
69 Phelps 8.35% 7.57% 2.81% 0.32% 3.42% 0.25% 7.40% 7.27% 6.84%
70 Pierce 10.72% 9.47% 16.68% 15.39% 12.74% 7.49% 12.19% 12.08% 11.51%
71 Platte 12.11% 10.29% 8.43% 6.42% 5.86% 1.38% 4.38% 8.34% 7.13%
72 Polk 21.96% 19.78% -1.87% -9.67% 0.90% -1.87% 1.60% 5.20% 4.55%
73 Red Willow 10.72% 9.85% 18.59% 15.52% 3.83% 1.89% 6.01% 9.69% 8.89%
74 Richardson 19.50% 18.12% 19.23% 13.91% 24.04% 17.19% 13.86% 15.64% 14.98%
75 Rock 9.33% 7.99% 24.63% 4.26% 11.53% 0.95% 3.52% 4.49% 3.85%
76 Saline 16.85% 15.66% 3.21% 2.97% -0.10% -0.10% -1.94% 4.15% 3.78%
77 Sarpy 15.38% 12.29% 20.97% 15.44% 10.05% 10.05% -0.26% 16.52% 12.87%
78 Saunders 14.29% 10.43% 2.56% 0.59% 17.38% 14.48% 4.71% 9.87% 7.70%
79 ScottsBluff 26.56% 26.29% 3.70% 2.43% 40.75% 38.66% 10.65% 19.58% 19.12%
80 Seward 13.41% 11.63% 4.29% 3.53% 6.54% 1.10% 2.41% 7.06% 6.16%
81 Sheridan 30.94% 29.83% -6.27% -7.81% 44.71% 16.56% 5.46% 10.71% 9.71%
82 Sherman 7.27% 5.98% 1.93% 0.47% 1.38% 0.57% 0.00% 1.59% 1.26%
83 Sioux 3.53% 0.64% 6.70% 6.60% 22.64% 18.24% 3.25% 3.86% 3.47%
84 Stanton 16.03% 14.61% 4.08% 2.94% 13.94% 10.71% 5.92% 8.80% 8.26%
85 Thayer 9.18% 8.18% 2.87% 1.46% 0.92% -0.75% 10.43% 9.64% 9.38%
86 Thomas 4.88% 4.27% 2.52% 1.45% -0.07% -15.56% 8.99% 8.07% 7.72%
87 Thurston 16.60% 14.88% 5.85% 2.76% 10.83% 10.65% 9.95% 10.91% 10.55%
88 Valley 10.02% 9.11% 16.66% 14.61% 6.12% 1.62% 9.12% 9.89% 9.39%
89 Washington 15.42% 14.25% 27.93% 2.52% 14.52% 4.20% 12.74% 16.54% 12.04%
90 Wayne 11.03% 9.76% 5.76% 4.97% -1.55% -3.48% 14.02% 12.29% 11.88%
91 Webster 23.03% 21.80% 17.92% 16.85% 0.62% -0.12% 8.28% 10.60% 10.34%
92 Wheeler 6.82% 5.29% 3.34% 3.34% 1.15% 0.48% 14.38% 13.08% 12.92%
93 York 3.73% 2.57% 14.53% 13.19% 2.99% -1.40% 4.71% 5.42% 4.91%

16.25% 14.32% 12.66% 9.64% 7.67% 4.32% 6.26% 12.17% 10.69%State Totals

Source:  2023  Pre-TERC County Abstracts of Assessment for Real Property, as submitted by county assessors. 2 of 2



4/18/2017 nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32­570&print=true

http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32­570&print=true 1/2

32­570. School board; vacancy; how filled.

(1) A vacancy in the membership of a school board shall occur as set forth in
section  32­560  or  in  the  case  of  absences,  unless  excused  by  a  majority  of  the
remaining members of the board, when a member is absent from the district for a
continuous  period  of  sixty  days  at  one  time  or  from more  than  two  consecutive
regular meetings of the board. The resignation of a member or any other reason for
a  vacancy  shall  be made  a  part  of  the minutes  of  the  school  board.  The  school
board shall give notice of the date the vacancy occurred, the office vacated, and the
length of the unexpired term (a) in writing to the election commissioner or county
clerk  and  (b)  by  a  notice  published  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  the
school district.

(2) A person appointed to fill a vacancy on the school board of a Class I school
district by the remaining members of the board shall hold office until the beginning
of the next school year. A board member of a Class I school district elected to fill a
vacancy at a regular or special school district meeting shall serve for the remainder
of the unexpired term or until a successor is elected and qualified.

(3)  Except  as  provided  in  subsection  (4)  of  this  section,  a  vacancy  in  the
membership  of  a  school  board  of  a  Class  II,  III,  IV,  V,  or  VI  school  district
resulting  from  any  cause  other  than  the  expiration  of  a  term  shall  be  filled  by
appointment of a qualified registered voter by the remaining members of the board
for the remainder of the unexpired term. A registered voter appointed pursuant to
this  subsection  shall meet  the  same  requirements  as  the member whose  office  is
vacant.

(4)  Any  vacancy  in  the  membership  of  a  school  board  of  a  school  district
described  in  section  79­549  which  does  not  nominate  candidates  at  a  primary
election  and  elect  members  at  the  following  general  election  shall  be  filled  by
appointment of a qualified registered voter by the remaining members of the board
for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(5) If any school board fails to fill a vacancy on the board, the vacancy may be
filled  by  election  at  a  special  election  or  school  district  meeting  called  for  that
purpose. Such election or meeting shall be called in the same manner and subject
to the same procedures as other special elections or school district meetings.

(6) If there are vacancies in the offices of one­half or more of the members of a
school board, the Secretary of State shall conduct a special school district election
to fill such vacancies.

Source: Laws 1994, LB 76, § 166; Laws 1999, LB 272, § 15; Laws 2010, LB965,
§ 1; Laws 2012, LB878, § 3; Laws 2013, LB125, § 3; Laws 2016, LB874, § 1. 
Operative Date: July 21, 2016
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Agreement Between
Southern School District #1 and Diller-Odell School District #100 

Golf Coop

This agreement is mutually agreed to by Southern School District #1 (herein referred to as the District) and Diller-Odell School #100 
regarding the coop for Boys Golf.  This agreement will be in effect for two years, beginning with the 2023 - 2024 high school season 
at a fee of $2,500.00 per year.  Following each season, the agreement will be reviewed by both parties for the purpose of updating 
and clarifying any possible issues that might have arisen.

Section I:  Team Name:  Name of the Team would be:  SDO Mascot:  Thunder, Colors:  Blue/Black/White

Section II:  Site of Contest:  All Home Contest:  Wymore Country Club.

Section III:  Entry Fees & Scheduling:  Southern would be in charge of scheduling and entry fees.

Section IV:  Transportation:  Southern would be in charge of transportation to meets.

Section V:  Equipment:  Southern & Diller-Odell will split the cost evenly of uniforms, golf bags for the golf team if they are provided 
for the golf team.

Section VI:  Membership:  Southern will provide golf course membership for team to practice at the facility.

Section VII:  State Tournament:  Hotel Rooms & Expenses will be divided evenly.

This agreement is agreed to by Southern School District #1 and Diller-Odell School District #100 as of this date June 30, 2023.

Signed:

________________________________________         ______________________________________________
Southern School District #1                                                Diller-Odell School District #100
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5045
Student Fees

The school district shall provide free instruction in accordance with the 
Nebraska State Constitution and the Nebraska statutes.  The district also 
provides activities, programs, and services that extend beyond the minimum 
level of constitutionally required free instruction.  Under the Public Elementary 
and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act, the district is permitted to 
charge students fees for these activities or to require students to provide 
specialized equipment and attire for certain purposes.  This policy is subject 
to further interpretation or guidance by administrative or board regulations.  
Students are encouraged to contact their building administration, their 
teachers or their coaches, and sponsors for further specifics. 

A. Definitions.

1. “Students” means students, their parents, guardians or 
other legal representatives.

2. “Extracurricular activities” means student activities or 
organizations that (1) are supervised or administered by the 
district; (2) do not count toward graduation or advancement 
between grades; and (3) are not otherwise required by the 
district.

3. “Post-secondary education costs” means tuition and other 
fees associated with obtaining credit from a post-secondary 
educational institution.  

B. Listing of Fees Charged by this District.

1. Guidelines for Clothing Required for Specified Courses and 
Activities.

Students are responsible for complying with the district’s grooming and 
attire guidelines and for furnishing all clothing required for any special 
programs, courses or activities in which they participate.  The teacher, coach, 
or sponsor of the activity will provide students with written guidelines that 
detail any special clothing requirements and explain why the special clothing 
is required for the specific program, course or activity.
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2. Safety Equipment and Attire.

The district will provide students with all safety equipment and attire 
that is required by law.  Building administrators will assure that (a) such 
equipment is available in the appropriate classes and areas of the school 
buildings, (b) teachers are directed to instruct students in the use of such 
devices, and (c) students use the devices as required.  Students are 
responsible for using the devices safely and as instructed.  

3. Personal or Consumable Items.

The district does not provide students with personal or consumable 
items for participation in courses and activities including, but not limited to, 
pencils, paper, pens, erasers and notebooks.  Students who wish to supply 
their own personal or consumable items may do so, as long as those items 
comply with the requirements of the district.  The district will provide students 
with facilities, equipment, materials and supplies, including books.  Students 
are responsible for the careful and appropriate use of such property.  Students 
will be charged for damage to school property caused by the student and will 
be held responsible for the reasonable replacement cost of any school property 
that they lose.

4. Materials Required for Course Projects.

The district will provide students with the materials necessary to 
complete all basic curricular projects.  In courses where students choose to 
produce a project that requires materials beyond the basic materials provided 
by the district, the students will furnish the materials, purchase the materials 
from the school, or purchase the materials from an outside vendor with an 
order form provided by the school. 

5. Technological Devices

The district will provide students with the technological devices 
necessary to complete all basic curricular projects.  To the extent that a 
student is not required by the district’s curriculum to utilize a device off district 
property, the district may charge students a convenience fee to take the 
device off district property.  The maximum dollar amount of this convenience 
fee charged by the district will be $50.00.   

As with all school property, students may be charged for damage to such 
devices.  To protect against such potential losses, students and parents may, 
but are not required, to purchase insurance coverage for the devices. The 
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district may also charge a damage deposit which will be returned or may be 
rolled to cover the damage deposit for the next year if it is not needed to cover 
the costs of any damage to the device.  The maximum dollar amount of this 
damage deposit will be $50.00.

6. Extracurricular Activities.

The district may charge students a fee to participate in extracurricular 
activities to cover the district’s reasonable costs in offering such activities.  
The district may require students to furnish specialized equipment and 
clothing that is required for participation in extracurricular activities, or may 
charge a reasonable fee for the use of district-owned equipment or attire.  
Attached to this policy is a list of the fees charged for particular activities.  The 
coach or sponsor will provide students with additional written guidelines 
detailing the fees charged, the equipment and/or clothing required, or the 
usage fee charged.  The guidelines will explain the reasons that fees, 
equipment and/or clothing are required for the activity.

The following list details the maximum dollar amount of all 
extracurricular activities fees and the specifications for any equipment or attire 
required for participation in extracurricular activities:

Student activity card (covers 
admission to all extracurricular 
events) $30.00
Student participation fee (required 
of all students who participate in 
athletics and/or other 
extracurricular activities) $0
Future Business Leaders of America

$100.00
National Honor Society

$100.00
Cheerleading, Drill Team, Flag Corps

Students must purchase uniforms 
and shoes selected by the sponsor 
and/or student group.  The 
maximum dollar amount charged by 
the school district for these items 
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will be: $1,000.00
Football

Students must provide their own 
football shoes, undergarments, and 
mouthguards

$0
Golf

Students must provide their own 
golf shoes, undergarments, and 
clubs $0
Softball 

Students must provide their own 
shoes, gloves, and undergarments $0
Track, Volleyball, and Wrestling

Students must provide their own 
shoes and undergarments $0
Science Club

$50.00
Art Club

$50.00
Future Farmers of America 

Students must purchase their own 
jackets and pay dues $200.00
Industrial Technology Classes

$200.00
Spanish Club

$50.00

7. Post-Secondary Education Costs.

Some students enroll in postsecondary courses while still enrolled in the 
district’s high school.  As a general rule, students must pay all costs associated 
with such post-secondary courses.  However, for a course in which students 
receive high school credit or a course being taken as part of an approved 
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accelerated or differentiated curriculum program, the district shall offer the 
course without charge for tuition, transportation, books, or other fees.  
Students who choose to apply for post-secondary education credit for these 
courses must pay tuition and all other fees associated with obtaining credits 
from a post-secondary educational institution.  The costs of these items will 
naturally vary, but the maximum dollar amount of the fee is anticipated to be 
$1,500 per course.

    
8. Transportation Costs.

The district will charge students reasonable fees for transportation 
services provided by the district to the extent permitted by federal and state 
statutes and regulations.

The maximum dollar amount of the transportation fee charged by this 
district shall be $100.00.

9. Copies of Student Files or Records.

The district will charge a fee for making copies of a student’s files or 
records for the parents or guardians of such student.  The Superintendent or 
the Superintendent’s designee shall establish a schedule of student record 
fees.  Parents of students have the right to inspect and review the students’ 
files or records without the payment of a fee, and the district shall not charge 
a fee to search for or retrieve any student’s files or records.

The district will charge a fee of $0.15 per page for reproduction of 
student records.

    
  10. Participation in Before-and-After-School or Pre-

Kindergarten Services.

The district will charge reasonable fees for participation in before-and-
after school or pre-kindergarten services offered by the district pursuant to 
statute.

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for these services 
shall be $0.

11. Participation in Summer School or Night School.
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    The district will charge reasonable fees for participation in summer 
school or night school and may charge reasonable fees for correspondence 
courses. 

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for summer and 
night school shall be $0.

    
12. Charges for Food Consumed by Students.

The district will charge for items that students purchase from the 
district’s breakfast and lunch programs.  The fees charged for these items will 
be set according to applicable federal and state statutes and regulations.  The 
district will charge students for the cost of food, beverages, and the like that 
students purchase from a school store, vending machine, booster club or from 
similar sources.  Students may be required to bring money or food for field 
trip lunches and similar activities.

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for the breakfast and lunch 
programs is as follows:

▪ Breakfast Program – Grades PK-12
o Regular Price $2.35
o Reduced Price $0.30

▪ Lunch Program – Grades PK-6
o Regular Price $3.25
o Reduced Price $0.40

▪ Lunch Program – Grades 7-12
o Regular Price $3.35
o Reduced Price $0.40

13. Charges for Musical Extracurricular Activities.

Students who qualify for fee waivers under this policy will be provided, 
at no charge, the use of a musical instrument in optional music courses that 
are not extracurricular activities.  For musical extracurricular activities, the 
school district will require students to provide the following equipment and/or 
attire: 

Band The school will provide students 
with an instrument, along with 
supplies to maintain and play the 
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instrument. Instruments will be 
supplied on a first come, first sere 
basis based on available inventory.

Band Uniforms: The school will 
provide band uniforms, shoes, and 
hats free of change to high school 
students.

Stage Band: The school will provide 
a stage band t-shirt. Students must 
provide black shoes, black socks, 
and black pants.

Swing Choir Students must purchase outfits and 
shoes selected by the sponsor 
and/or student group. The 
maximum dollar amount charged by 
the district for these materials will 
be $200.00

14. Contributions for Junior and Senior Class Extracurricular 
Activities.  

Students are eligible to participate in a number of unique extracurricular 
activities during their last two years in high school, including prom, various 
senior recognitions, and graduation.  In order to fund these extracurricular 
activities, the school district will ask each student to make a contribution to 
their class’s fund. This contribution is completely voluntary.  Students who 
chose not to contribute to the class fund are still eligible to participate in the 
extra activities.  The suggested donation to the class fund will be $25.00.

C. Waiver Policy.

Students who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches under United 
States Department of Agriculture child nutrition programs shall be provided a 
fee waiver or be provided the necessary materials or equipment without 
charge for (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) materials for 
course projects, and (3) the use of a musical instrument in optional music 
courses that are not extracurricular activities.  Actual participation in the free 
or reduced-price lunch program is not required to qualify for the waivers 
provided in this section.  The district is not obligated to provide any particular 
type or quality of equipment or other material to eligible students.  Students 
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who wish to be considered for waiver of a particular fee must submit a 
completed fee waiver application to their building principal.

D. Distribution of Policy.

This policy will be published in the Student Handbook or its equivalent 
that will be provided to students at no cost.

E. Voluntary Contributions to Defray Costs.

The district will, when appropriate, request donations of money, 
materials, equipment or attire from parents, guardians and other members of 
the community to defray the costs of providing certain services and activities 
to students.  These requests are not requirements and staff members of the 
district are directed to clearly communicate that fact to students, parents and 
patrons.

F. Fund-Raising Activities

Students may be permitted or required to engage in fund-raising 
activities to support various curricular and extracurricular activities in which 
they participate.  Students who decline to participate in fund-raising activities 
are not eligible under this policy for waiver of the costs or fees which the fund-
raising activity was meant to defray.  

G. Student Fee Fund.

The school board hereby establishes a Student Fee Fund.  The Student 
Fee Fund shall be a separate school district fund that will not be funded by tax 
revenue, and that will serve a depository for all monies collected from students 
for (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) post-secondary education 
costs, and (3) summer school or night school courses.  Monies in the Student 
Fee Fund shall be expended only for the purposes for which they were 
collected from students.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: 6-13-2022
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5018
Parent and Guardian Involvement In Education Practices

The school district recognizes the importance of parental and guardian 
involvement in the education of their children.  The school district will take the 
following steps to ensure that the rights of parents and guardians to 
participate in the education of their children are preserved.

1. Parents/Guardians will be provided access, as described in district 
procedures, to district-approved textbooks and other curricular 
materials and tests used in the district upon request.

a. A parental request to review specific approved textbooks and 
other district- or building-approved curricular materials (written, 
visual, and audio) should be made to the principal of the building 
where the textbooks and curriculum materials are used.  

b. Parents may check out textbooks and may review curricular 
materials such as video and audio recordings within a time frame 
determined by the building principal to prevent disruption of the 
instructional process.  

c. A parental request to review specific standardized and criterion- 
referenced tests used in the district should be made in writing to 
the building principal.  Copies of the most recent tests used in the 
district will be available for parent review.  Parents wishing to 
review statewide assessments will be provided with sample 
questions and a copy of a practice test, but will not be provided 
with copies of the actual assessment due to testing security.  In 
the case of other secure tests such as the ACT, parents must 
contact the publisher to obtain copies of the test.

2. Parents/Guardians will be permitted, within district procedures, to 
attend and observe courses, assemblies, counseling sessions, and other 
instructional activities.

a. Parents/guardians are invited to make appointments with the 
building principal to visit classes, assemblies and other 
instructional activities.  The principal shall give permission after 
determining that parental/guardian observation would not disrupt 
the activity.  Observations that last more than 60 minutes or occur 
on consecutive days are typically disruptive and will not be 
permitted absent unusual circumstances, in the sole discretion of 
the building principal. 
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b. Parents/guardians may contact the building principal to request 
permission to attend counseling sessions in which their child is 
involved.  

3. Parents/guardians will be permitted, within district procedures, to ask 
that their children be excused from school experiences that parents find 
objectionable.

a. Building principals may excuse a student from any single school 
experience at the parent's written request.  

b. When appropriate, alternative experiences will be provided for the 
student by the school.

4. Parents/guardians will be informed through the student handbook and 
district policies of the manner that the district will provide access to 
records of students.

5. Parents/guardians will be informed of the standardized and criterion-
referenced district testing program.  Parents may request additional 
information from the building principal.

6. Parents/guardians will be informed of the circumstances under which 
they may opt-out of state and federal assessments. 

a. In accordance with federal law, at the beginning of the school 
year, the District shall provide notice of the right to request a copy 
of this policy to parents/guardians of students attending schools 
receiving Title I funds. The District will provide a copy of this policy 
to a requesting parent in a timely manner.

b. State Assessments

State and federal law simultaneously require students to take 
state assessments, with few exceptions, but also permit parents 
or guardians to request to opt their students out of these 
assessments.  Approval of opt out requests is contrary to the 
mandatory testing laws, so the District cannot “approve” the 
request.  Parents who do not present their child for testing will 
result in the child receiving the lowest score possible on the 
assessment.
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c. National Assessment of Educational Progress

As a condition of receiving federal funds, the District participates 
in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).  To 
help ensure that the District has a representative sample of 
students taking the NAEP, which will allow the District to assess 
the quality and effectiveness of its programming on a national 
level, the District strongly encourages all eligible students to 
participate. However, student participation in NAEP is voluntary.

The District shall provide parents/guardians of eligible students 
with reasonable notice prior to the exam being administered.  
Parents/guardians wishing to opt their students out of the NAEP 
assessment must notify the district in writing at least three days 
prior to the exam date to ensure that the District can coordinate 
supervision and alternative activities for students who have opted 
out.

7. Parents/guardians will be notified of their right to remove their children 
from surveys prior to district participation in surveys.

a. The principal must approve all surveys intended to gather 
information from students before they are administered to 
students.  

b. Students’ participation in surveys is voluntary.  Parents/guardians 
may restrict their child from participating in any survey.

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 10-12-2020
Reviewed on: 6-13-2022
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5057
District Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy

The school district will jointly develop with parents a School-Parent- 
Student Compact that outlines how the parents, school staff, and 
students will share the responsibility for improved student academic 
achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build 
and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high 
standards.

The written District Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be jointly 
developed and distributed to parents and family members of 
participating children and the local community in an understandable 
format and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can 
understand. An annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of 
the Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be used to design 
evidence-based strategies for more effective parental involvement, to 
revise the Parent and Family Engagement Policy and to remove barriers 
to participation.

The school district recognizes the unique needs of students who are 
being served in its Title I program, and the importance of parent and 
family engagement in the Title I program. Parent and family 
engagement in the Title I Program shall include, but is not limited to:

1. An annual meeting to which all parents of participating children 
will be invited to inform parents of their school’s participation 
under this part, to explain the requirements of this part, and the 
right of the parents to be involved. Invitations may take the form 
of notes sent with students or announcements in the school 
newsletter. Additional meetings may be scheduled, based upon 
need and interest for such meetings.

2. An explanation of the details for the child’s and parents’ 
participation, including but not limited to: curriculum objectives, 
the forms of academic assessment used to measure student 
progress and the achievement levels of the challenging State 
academic standards, type and extent of participation, parental 
input in educational decisions, coordination and integration with 
other Federal, State, and district programs, and evaluations of 
progress.

3. Opportunities for participation in parent involvement activities 
such as training to help parents work with their children to
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improve achievement. A goal of these parent activities is to 
provide parents with opportunities to participate in decisions 
relating to the education of their students, where appropriate.

4. The district will, to the extent practicable, provide parents of 
limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, parents with 
limited literacy, are economically disadvantaged, are of a racial or 
minority background or parents of migratory children with 
opportunities for involvement in the Title I Program. 
Communication to parents about student progress and the 
district’s other Title I Program communications will be provided in 
the language used in the home to the extent practicable. 
Responses to parent concerns will be provided in a timely manner.

5. Opportunities for parent-teacher conferences, in addition to those 
regularly scheduled by the school district, if requested by the 
parents or as deemed necessary by school district staff.

6. The district will coordinate and integrate parental involvement 
programs and activities with other programs in the community. 
These may include cooperation with other community programs 
such as Head Start and preschools and other community services 
such as the public library.

7. Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, 
principals, and other school leaders, with the assistance of parents 
in the value and utility of contributions of parents, how to reach 
out to, communicate with and work with parents as equal 
partners.

This policy shall be reviewed annually at the annual meeting where 
concerned parties can have a conversation about possible changes to 
the Parent and Family Engagement Policy.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019 
Revised on:   
Reviewed on: 6-13-2022 
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3001
Budget and Property Tax Request

The board of education shall adopt a budget each year to support the school 
district’s programs and services for the ensuing fiscal year.  The 
superintendent of schools shall be responsible for developing the budget 
subject to the direction and decisions of the board.  The budget document 
shall be under continuous development, based upon the requirements of the 
adopted educational program. 

BUDGET PROCEDURES

Proposed Budget.  The superintendent shall prepare the proposed budget in 
accordance with board policies and goals, state statutes, and regulations.  As 
the district’s spending plan, the budget will be based on up-to-date revenue 
estimates, and will reflect the assessed needs and programs approved by the 
board.

Budget Hearing Notice.  Notice of place and time of the hearing, together 
with a summary of the proposed budget statement, must be published at least 
four calendar days prior to the date set for hearing in a newspaper of general
circulation within the school district.  The four calendar days shall include the 
day of publication but not the day of hearing.  The notice shall include the 
following statement:

For more information on statewide receipts and expenditures, and 
to compare cost per pupil and performance to other school 
districts, go to: https://nep.education.ne.gov/

In addition, the district must electronically publish this statement on the 
school district web site. Such electronic publication must be prominently 
displayed with an active link to the Internet address for the web site 
established by the Nebraska Budget Act to allow the public access to the 
information.

Budget Hearing.  The board must conduct a hearing prior to adopting the 
budget.  The hearing must be held separately from any regularly scheduled 
meeting and may not be limited by time.  The board must make a presentation 
outlining key provisions of the proposed budget statement, including, but not 
limited to, a comparison with the prior year's budget.  Any member of the 
public desiring to speak on the proposed budget statement shall be allowed to 
address the board at the hearing and must be given a reasonable amount of 
time to do so.  Five minutes shall generally be considered a reasonable amount 
of time.  
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Budget Hearing Documents.  The board must make at least three copies of 
the proposed budget statement and at least one copy of all other reproducible 
written material to be discussed at the hearing available to the public at the 
hearing.  

Budget Adoption.  After the budget hearing, the proposed budget statement 
shall be adopted or amended and adopted as amended.  If the adopted budget 
statement reflects a change from that shown in the published proposed budget 
statement, a summary of the changes (including the items changed and the
reasons for such changes) must be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the school district within twenty calendar days after its 
adoption without further hearing.  

Certification and Filing.  The amount to be received from personal and real 
property taxation shall be certified to the appropriate levying board as 
provided by law.  The budget shall also be filed with the state auditor.

Purchase Authorization.  Except for bids required under the section "Bid 
Letting and Contracts,” the board’s adoption of the budget shall authorize the 
purchases without further board action.

Monthly Report.  At each monthly board meeting, the superintendent will 
provide a report on the current status of the major sections of the budget.

PROPERTY TAX REQUEST PROCEDURES – PROPERTY TAX REQUEST IS EQUAL TO OR 
LOWER THAN THE ALLOWABLE GROWTH PERCENTAGE

Property Tax Request Hearing.  The board must hold a special public 
hearing called for the purpose of passing a property tax request resolution.

Property Tax Request Hearing Notice.   The district must publish a hearing 
notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the school district at least four 
calendar days prior to the hearing.  The four calendar days shall include the 
day of publication but not the day of hearing.  The hearing notice must contain 
the following information: The certified taxable valuation under section 13-
509 for the prior year, the certified taxable valuation under section 13-509 for 
the current year, and the percentage increase or decrease in such valuations 
from the prior year to the current year; the dollar amount of the prior year’s 
tax request and the property tax rate that was necessary to fund that tax 
request; the property tax rate that would be necessary to fund last year's tax 
request if applied to the current year's valuation; the proposed dollar amount 
of the tax request for the current year and the property tax rate that will be 
necessary to fund that tax request; the percentage increase or decrease in 
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the property tax rate from the prior year to the current year; and the 
percentage increase or decrease in the total operating budget from the prior 
year to the current year.

Increase in Total Property Taxes Levied.  If the annual assessment of 
property would result in an increase in the total property taxes levied as 
determined using the previous year’s rate of levy, the district’s property tax 
request for the current year shall be no more than its property tax request in 
the prior year, and the district’s rate of levy for the current year shall be 
decreased accordingly when such rate is set by the county board of 
equalization.  

Decrease or No Change in Total Property Taxes Levied.  If the annual 
assessment of property would result in no change or a decrease in the total 
property taxes levied as determined using the previous year’s rate of levy, the 
district’s property tax request for the current year shall be no more than its 
property tax request in the prior year, and the district’s rate of levy for the 
current year shall be adjusted accordingly when such rate is set by the county 
board of equalization. 

Resolution.  The board shall pass a resolution to set the amount of its 
property tax request only after holding the public hearing.  The resolution 
setting the district’s property tax request at an amount that exceeds the prior 
year’s property tax request shall include, but not be limited to, the information 
required by section 77-1632(4).

Certification.  The resolution setting the property tax request shall be 
certified and forwarded to the county clerk on or before October 15th of the 
year for which the tax request is to apply.

PROPERTY TAX REQUEST PROCEDURES – PROPERTY TAX REQUEST IS GREATER 
THAN THE ALLOWABLE GROWTH PERCENTAGE

Property Tax Request Hearing.  The board must hold a public hearing 
called for the purpose of passing a property tax request resolution.  If another 
political subdivision within the county also seeks to exceed the allowable 
growth percentage, the hearing will be a joint hearing.  In the event of a joint 
hearing, each political subdivision must designate one representative to 
attend the joint public hearing on behalf of the political subdivision.  If a 
political subdivision includes area in more than one county, the political 
subdivision shall be deemed to be within the county in which the political 
subdivision's principal headquarters are located.  The hearing agenda will only 
include discussion on each political subdivision’s intent to increase its property 
tax request by more than the allowable growth percentage to the extent 



Page 4 of 5

allowed by law.

The hearing must be held after 6 p.m. on or after September 17th and before 
September 28th and before the district files its adopted budget statement.  
Any member of the public must be allowed a reasonable amount of time to 
speak at the hearing.

At the joint public hearing, the representative of each political subdivision 
must give a brief presentation on the political subdivision’s intent to increase 
its property tax request by more than the allowable growth percentage to the 
extent allowed by law and the effect of such request on the political 
subdivision's budget.  The presentation must include, at a minimum, all 
information and statements required by law.  

Property Tax Request Hearing Notice.   Notice of the joint public hearing 
must be provided by:

● The County Assessor sending a postcard with all required information to 
all affected property taxpayers.  The postcard shall be sent to the name 
and address to which the property tax statement is mailed;

● Posting notice of the hearing with all required information on the home 
page of the relevant county's web site, except that this requirement 
shall only apply if the county has a population of more than twenty-five 
thousand inhabitants; and

● Publishing notice of the hearing with all required information in a legal 
newspaper in or of general circulation in the relevant county.

Provide Information to County Clerk.  Each political subdivision that 
participates in the joint public hearing shall provide the following information 
to the county clerk by September 5th:  the date, time, and location for the 
joint public hearing; a listing of and telephone number for each political 
subdivision that will be participating in the joint public hearing; and the 
amount of each participating political subdivision's property tax request.

Resolution.  The board shall pass a resolution to set the amount of its 
property tax request only after holding the public hearing.  The resolution 
setting the district’s property tax request at an amount that exceeds the prior 
year’s property tax request, including any increase in excess of the allowable 
growth percentage shall include, but not be limited to, the information 
required by law.

Certification.  The resolution setting the property tax request shall be 
certified and forwarded to the county clerk on or before October 15th of the 
year for which the tax request is to apply.
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Adopted on: 6-14-2021
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________
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3003.1
Bidding for Construction, Remodeling, Repair, or Related Projects 

Financed with Federal Funds

I. Applicability of the Policy

This policy applies only to construction and contracts undertaken with federal 
funds which are subject to the federal Uniform Grant Guidance (UGG) and 
other applicable federal law, including but not limited to the Education 
Department and General Administration Regulations (EDGAR) and the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulations governing school food 
service programs.  In the event this policy conflicts or is otherwise inconsistent 
with mandatory provisions of the UGG, EDGAR or other applicable federal law, 
the mandatory provisions of the laws shall control.

The District will also comply with the requirements of the public lettings laws 
(NEB. REV. STAT. §§ 73-101 through 73-106) when the contemplated 
expenditure for the complete project exceeds $109,000, the Political 
Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act (NEB. REV. STAT. §§ 13-2901 
through 13-2914), energy financing contracts (NEB. REV. STAT. §§ 66-1062 
through 66-1066), other applicable state laws, and the board’s general policy 
on Bidding for Construction and Related Projects.  In addition, all procurement 
and construction shall comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR part 
200.317 through 200.326 and 34 CFR sections 75.601 through 75.615.  In 
the event of a conflict between state and federal law, the more stringent 
requirement shall apply.

II. All projects undertaken pursuant to this policy will be subject to 
the following bond requirements

A. A bid guarantee from each bidder equivalent to five percent of the 
bid price.  The “bid guarantee” must consist of a firm commitment 
such as a bid bond, certified check, or other negotiable instrument 
accompanying a bid as assurance that the bidder will, upon 
acceptance of the bid, execute such contractual documents as may 
be required within the time specified.

B. A performance bond on the part of the contractor for 100 percent of 
the contract price.  A “performance bond” is one executed in 
connection with a contract to secure fulfillment of all the contractor's 
obligations under such contract.

C. A payment bond on the part of the contractor for 100 percent of the 
contract price.  A “payment bond” is one executed in connection with 
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a contract to assure payment as required by law of all persons 
supplying labor and material in the execution of the work provided 
for in the contract.

III. Construction Projects with an Anticipated Cost of Under 
$250,000

A. Methods of Bidding/Soliciting Quotations or Estimates

The type of procedures required depends on the anticipated cost of the 
project.  

1. Construction with an Anticipated Cost of up to $10,000 (Micro-
Purchases) 

Micro-purchase means a purchase of supplies or services using 
simplified acquisition procedures, the annual aggregate amount of which 
does not exceed $10,000.  Micro-purchases may be made or awarded 
without soliciting competitive quotations, to the extent district staff 
determine that the cost of the purchase is reasonable.  For purposes of 
this policy “reasonable” means the purchase is comparable to market 
prices for the geographic area. 

To the extent practicable, the District distributes micro-purchases 
equitably among qualified suppliers. The District will follow its standard 
policy on purchasing.  

2. Construction with an Anticipated Cost of between $10,000 and 
$250,000 (Small Purchase Procedures) 

For construction projects subject to this policy, small purchases are 
purchases that, in the aggregate amount, is more than $10,000 and less 
than $250,000 annually.  For small purchases, price or rate quotes shall 
be obtained in advance from a reasonable number of qualified sources 
as detailed in the district’s standard policies on purchasing and on bid 
letting and contracts. 

B. Construction Projects with an estimated cost of between $109,000 
and $249,999 will be made pursuant to the District’s Policy on Bid 
Letting and Contracts. 
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Pursuant to Nebraska law, construction projects which have an 
anticipated aggregate cost of $109,000 or more are subject to state 
public lettings laws (NEB. REV. STAT. §§ 73-101 through 73-106).  The 
board will follow its standard policy on bid letting and contracts for 
construction projects financed with federal funds which have an 
anticipated aggregate cost of between $109,000 and $250,000.  

IV. Construction Projects with an Anticipated Cost Over $250,000 

A. Sealed Bids: All constructions projects subject to this policy with an 
anticipated cost of $250,000 or more will be publicly solicited using 
the sealed bid method

1. Bids must be solicited from an adequate number of known 
suppliers, providing them sufficient response time prior to the 
date set for opening the bids, for state, local, and tribal 
governments, the invitation for bids must be publicly advertised;

2. The invitation for bids, which will include any specifications 
and pertinent attachments, must define the items or services in 
order for the bidder to properly respond;

3. Sealed bids will be publicly opened in a place and at the 
specific time stated in the bid solicitation.  Bidders shall be notified 
of the opening and invited to be present.  

4. The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive and 
responsible bidder. 

a) Where specified in bidding documents, factors such as 
discounts, transportation cost, and life cycle costs must be 
considered in determining which bid is lowest.  
b) Payment discounts will only be used to determine the 
low bid when prior experience indicates that such discounts 
are usually taken advantage of.  
c) Any or all bids may be rejected if there is a sound 
documented reason.

5. The board shall have discretion in determining which bidders 
are responsible and responsive and shall award the contract to the 
lowest, responsible, and responsive bidder whose bid meets the 
bid specifications.  This means that the board will select the bid 
that offers the best value and award a contract based upon the 
amount of the bid and the bidder’s ability and capacity to carry on 
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the work, its equipment and facilities, honesty, integrity, skills, 
business judgment, experience, equipment, facilities, financial 
stability, past performance, and other relevant factors.  

6. The board will generally complete its review of bids and 
select a vendor within 30 days of bid submission.  

B. Advertising for Bids.  

1. The superintendent or designee will arrange to advertise for 
bids by publishing notice in any newspaper of general circulation 
within the school district at least 7 calendar days prior to the date 
on which bids are due.  

2. Nothing shall prevent the superintendent or designee from 
advertising in additional media outlets or for a longer period of 
time.

C. Bid Documents

1. The bid documents shall identify the day upon which the 
bids shall be returned, received, or opened and shall identify the 
hour at which the bids will close or be received or opened.  

2. The bid documents shall also provide that such bids shall be 
opened simultaneously in the presence of the bidders or their 
representatives.  

3. Bids received after the date and time specified in the bid 
documents shall be returned to the bidder unopened.

4. If bids are being opened on more than one contract, the 
board, in its discretion, may award each contract as the bids are 
opened.

5. Sealed bids will be opened in a place and at the specific time 
stated in the bid solicitation.  Bidders shall be notified of the 
opening and invited to be present.  

6. Bids will be reviewed by the Superintendent and/or designee 
and submitted to the board for approval.

7. The board shall have discretion in determining which bidders 
are responsible and responsive and shall award the contract to the 
lowest, responsible, and responsive bidder whose bid meets the 
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bid specifications.  This means that the board will select the bid 
that offers the best value and award a contract based upon the 
amount of the bid and the bidder’s ability and capacity to carry on 
the work, its equipment and facilities, honesty, integrity, skills, 
business judgment, experience, equipment, facilities, financial 
stability, past performance, and other relevant factors.  

8. The board will generally complete its review of bids and 
select a vendor within 30 days of bid submission.  

D. The terms of any construction project undertaken pursuant to this 
policy will be memorialized in a written contract which has been 
reviewed by the district’s legal counsel and approved by the board.  

V. Other Contract Matters.

A. Required Terms

The non-Federal entity's contracts must contain the applicable provisions 
required by section 200.326 and described in Appendix II to Part 200—
Contract Provisions for non-Federal Entity Contracts Under Federal Awards.  
This includes a “Buy American” provision that provides that as appropriate and 
to the extent consistent with law, the District and contractor should, to the 
greatest extent practicable under a Federal award, provide a preference for 
the purchase, acquisition, or use of goods, products, or materials produced in 
the United States (including but not limited to iron, aluminum, steel, cement, 
and other manufactured products). The requirements of the Buy American 
provision must be included in all subawards including all contracts and 
purchase orders for work or products under this award.

B. Contracting with Certain Vendors

Pursuant to the standards contained in 2 C.F.R. § 200.321, the District will 
take all necessary affirmative steps to assure that minority businesses, 
women's business enterprises, and labor surplus area firms are used when 
possible and consistent with state law.

To the maximum extent practicable, the school food program shall purchase 
domestic commodities or products produced in the U.S. or processed in the 
U.S. substantially using agricultural commodities produced in the U.S.

C. Full and Open Competition 

The district’s procurement transactions will be conducted in a manner 
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providing full and open competition consistent with 2 C.F.R §200.319.

D. Debarment and Suspension  

The District awards contracts only to responsible contractors possessing the 
ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a proposed 
procurement.  Consideration will be given to such matters as contractor 
integrity, compliance with public policy, record of past performance, and 
financial and technical resources. 

The District may not subcontract with or award subgrants to any person or 
company who is debarred or suspended.  For all contracts over $25,000 the 
District verifies that the vendor with whom the District intends to do business 
with is not excluded or disqualified.  2 C.F.R. Part 200, Appendix II(1) and 2 
C.F.R. §§ 180.220 and 180.300.
  
The District will verify debarment or suspension by revising the excluded 
parties list on SAM.gov, collecting a certification through the bidding process, 
and/or by including a debarment and suspension provision in the bid and 
contract documents. The Superintendent or his/her designee shall be 
responsible for such verification.

E. Settlements of Issues Arising Out of Contract

The District alone is responsible, in accordance with good administrative 
practice and sound business judgment, for the settlement of all contractual 
and administrative issues arising out of procurements.  These issues include, 
but are not limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims.  
These standards do not relieve the District of any contractual responsibilities 
under its contracts.  Violations of law will be referred to the local, state, or 
federal authority having proper jurisdiction.

F. Record Keeping 

1. Record Retention

a) The District maintains all records that fully show (1) the 
amount of funds under the grant or subgrant; (2) how the 
subgrantee uses those funds; (3) the total cost of each 
project; (4) the share of the total cost of each project 
provided from other sources; (5) other records to facilitate an 
effective audit; and (6) other records to show compliance with 
federal program requirements. 34 C.F.R. §§ 76.730-.731 and 
§§ 75.730-.731.  The District also maintains records of 
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significant project experiences and results.  34 C.F.R. § 
75.732.  These records and accounts must be retained and 
made available for programmatic or financial audit.  

b) The U.S. Department of Education is authorized to recover 
any federal funds misspent within 5 years before the receipt 
of a program determination letter.  34 C.F.R. § 81.31(c).  
Schedule 10 (Local School Districts) and Schedule 24 (Local 
Agencies General Records) of the Nebraska Records 
Management Division as approved by the Nebraska Secretary 
of State/State Records Administrator requires the District to 
maintain records regarding construction projects for a 
minimum of five (5) years after the sale or demolition of the 
building. However, if any litigation, claim, or audit is started 
before the expiration of the record retention period, the 
records will be retained until all litigation, claims, or audit 
findings involving the records have been resolved and final 
action taken.  2 C.F.R. § 200.333.

c) Records will be destroyed in compliance with Schedule 10, 
Schedule 24, and State law.  This includes the completion of 
a Records Disposition Report.

2. Maintenance of Construction Records for Projects Financed with 
Federal Funds  

a) The District must maintain records sufficient to detail the 
history of all construction projects financed with federal 
funds.  These records will include, but are not necessarily 
limited to the following: rationale for the method of 
construction, selection of contract type, contractor selection 
or rejection, the basis for the contract price (including a cost 
or price analysis), and verification that the contractor is not 
suspended or debarred.  

b) Retention of construction records shall be in accordance with 
applicable law and Board policy.
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VI. Conflict of Interest and Code of Conduct 

A. Board and staff member conflicts of interest are governed by the 
district’s conflict of interest policies.  

B. Contracts covered by this policy are subject to the following 
additional provisions.

1. Employees, officers, and agents engaged in the selection, award, 
and/or administration of district contracts which are prohibited 
from engaging in such actions if a real or apparent conflict of 
interest is present. 

2. Such a conflict of interest would arise when the employee, officer, 
or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, his or her 
partner, or an organization which employs or is about to employ 
any of the parties indicated herein, has a financial or other interest 
in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm considered for a 
contract. 

3. The board may determine at its discretion that a financial interest 
is not substantial enough to give rise to a conflict of interest.

C. Favors and Gifts

The officers, employees, and agents of the District may neither solicit nor 
accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from contractors or 
parties to subcontracts, with the limited exception of unsolicited items of 
nominal value.

D. Enforcement

Disciplinary Actions will be applied for violations of such standards by officers, 
employees, or agents of the District at the board’s discretion.

VII. Financial Management

A. Identification.  

The District will identify, in its accounts, all federal awards received and 
expended and the federal programs under which they were received.  Federal 
program and award identification include, as applicable, the CFDA title and 
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number, federal award identification number and year, name of the federal 
agency, and, if applicable, name of the pass-through entity.

B. Financial Reporting 

The District will make an accurate, current, and complete disclosure of the 
financial results of each federal award or program in accordance with the 
financial reporting requirements set forth in the Education Department 
General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR).

C.  Accounting Records  

The District maintains records which adequately identify the source and 
application of funds provided for federally-assisted activities.  These records 
must contain information pertaining to grant or subgrant awards, 
authorizations, obligations, unobligated balances, assets, expenditures, 
income and interest and be supported by source documentation.

D. Internal Controls  

The Superintendent or his/her designee must maintain effective control and 
accountability for all funds, real and personal property, and other assets 
through board review and approval of claims, an annual audit of the district’s 
finances pursuant to the applicable Nebraska Department of Education and 
federal rules and regulations, and comparison of expenditures and outlays to 
budgeted amounts.  The District adequately safeguards all such property and 
assures that it is used solely for authorized purposes. 

E. Budget Control  

Actual expenditures or outlays will be compared with budgeted amounts for 
each federal award at least annually and more often as required by law or 
deemed prudent by the board or administrative staff.

F. Payment Methods

The District will comply with applicable methods and procedures for payment 
that minimize the time elapsing between the transfer of funds and 
disbursement by the District, in accordance with the Cash Management 
Improvement Act at 31 CFR Part 205.  Generally, the District receives 
payment from the Nebraska Department of Education on a reimbursement 
basis.  2 CFR § 200.305. However, if the District receives an advance in federal 
grant funds, the District will remit interest earned on the advanced payment 
quarterly to the federal agency.  The District may retain interest amounts up 
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to $500 per year for administrative expenses.  2 CFR § 200.305(b)(9).

Consistent with state and federal requirements, the District will maintain 
source documentation supporting the federal expenditures (invoices, time 
sheets, payroll stubs, etc.) and will make such documentation available for 
the Nebraska Department of Education to review upon request. 

G. Allowability of Costs

Expenditures must be aligned with approved budgeted items.  Any changes or 
variations from the state-approved budget and grant application need prior 
approval.  

When determining how the District will spend its grant funds, the 
Superintendent or his/her designee will review the proposed cost to determine 
whether it is an allowable use of federal grant funds before obligating and 
spending those funds on the proposed good or service.  All costs supported by 
federal education funds must meet the standards outlined in EDGAR, 2 CFR 
Part 3474 and 2 CFR Part.  The Superintendent or his/her designee must 
consider these factors when making an allowability determination.

The Superintendent or his/her designee will consider Part 200’s cost guidelines 
when federal grant funds are expended.  The Superintendent or his/her 
designee will also consider whether all state - and District-level requirements 
and policies regarding expenditures have been followed.

H. Use of Program Income – Deduction, Addition, or Cost Sharing or 
Matching

The default method for the use of program income for the District is the 
deduction method.  2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e).  Under the deduction method, 
program income is deducted from total allowable costs to determine the net 
allowable costs.  Program income will only be used for current costs unless 
the District is otherwise directed by the federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity.  2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e)(1).  The District may also request prior 
approval from the federal awarding agency to use the addition method.  Under 
the addition method, program income may be added to the Federal award by 
the Federal agency and the non-Federal entity.  The program income must 
then be used for the purposes and under the conditions of the Federal award.  
2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e)(2). The District may also request prior approval from 
the federal awarding agency to use the cost sharing or matching method.        

While the deduction method is the default method, the District always refers 
to the grant award notice prior to determining the appropriate use of program 
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income.    

I. Cost Sharing or Matching

For all Federal awards, any shared costs or matching funds and all 
contributions, including cash and third-party in-kind contributions, must be 
accepted as part of the non-Federal entity's cost sharing or matching when 
such contributions meet all of the following criteria: 

(1) Are verifiable from the non-Federal entity's records; 
(2) Are not included as contributions for any other Federal award; 
(3) Are necessary and reasonable for accomplishment of project or 

program objectives; 
(4) Are allowable under subpart E (Cost Principles) of this part; 
(5) Are not paid by the Federal Government under another Federal 

award, except where the Federal statute authorizing a program 
specifically provides that Federal funds made available for such 
program can be applied to matching or cost sharing requirements 
of other Federal programs; 

(6) Are provided for in the approved budget when required by the 
Federal awarding agency; and 

(7) Conform to other provisions of this part, as applicable.

J. Documentation of Personnel Expenses

Records that reflect charges to federal awards for salaries and wages will 
comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR 200.430.

VIII. Other Contract Matters.

A. Required Terms

The non-Federal entity's contracts must contain the applicable provisions 
required by section 200.326 and described in Appendix II to Part 200—
Contract Provisions for non-Federal Entity Contracts Under Federal Awards.

B. Contracting with Certain Vendors

Pursuant to the standards contained in 2 C.F.R.  § 200.321, the District will 
take all necessary affirmative steps to assure that minority businesses, 
women's business enterprises, and labor surplus area firms are used when 
possible consistent with state law.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/subpart-E
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To the maximum extent practicable, the school food program shall purchase 
domestic commodities or products produced in US or processed in US 
substantially using agricultural commodities produced in US.

C. Record Keeping 

1. Record Retention

a) The District maintains all records that fully show (1) 
the amount of funds under the grant or subgrant; (2) how 
the subgrantee uses those funds; (3) the total cost of each 
project; (4) the share of the total cost of each project 
provided from other sources; (5) other records to facilitate 
an effective audit; and (6) other records to show compliance 
with federal program requirements. 34 C.F.R. §§ 76.730-
.731 and §§ 75.730-.731.  The District also maintains 
records of significant project experiences and results.  34 
C.F.R. § 75.732.  These records and accounts must be 
retained and made available for programmatic or financial 
audit.  

b) The U.S. Department of Education is authorized to 
recover any federal funds misspent within 5 years before 
the receipt of a program determination letter.  34 C.F.R. § 
81.31(c).  Schedule 10 (Local School Districts) and Schedule 
24 (Local Agencies General Records) of the Nebraska 
Records Management Division as approved by the Nebraska 
Secretary of State/State Records Administrator requires the 
District to maintain records regarding federal awards for a 
minimum of six (6) years.  Consequently, the District shall 
retain records for a minimum of six (6) years from the date 
on which the final Financial Status Report is submitted, 
unless otherwise notified in writing to extend the retention 
period by the awarding agency, cognizant agency for audit, 
oversight agency for audit, or cognizant agency for indirect 
costs.  However, if any litigation, claim, or audit is started 
before the expiration of the record retention period, the 
records will be retained until all litigation, claims, or audit 
findings involving the records have been resolved and final 
action taken.  2 C.F.R. § 200.333.

c) Records will be destroyed in compliance with Schedule 
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10, Schedule 24, and State law.  This includes the 
completion of a Records Disposition Report.

2. Maintenance of Procurement Records 

a) The District must maintain records sufficient to detail 
the history of all procurements.  These records will include, 
but are not necessarily limited to the following: rationale for 
the method of procurement, selection of contract type, 
contractor selection or rejection, the basis for the contract 
price (including a cost or price analysis), and verification 
that the contractor is not suspended or debarred.  

b) Retention of procurement records shall be in 
accordance with applicable law and Board policy.

D. Privacy

The District has protections in place to ensure that the personal information 
of both students and employees is protected.  These include the use of 
passwords that are changed on a regular basis; staff training on the 
requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and 
State confidentiality requirements; and training on identifying whether an 
individual requesting access to records has the right to the documentation.

Adopted on: 8-13-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________
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3004.1
Fiscal Management for Purchasing and Procurement Using Federal 

Funds

I. Applicability of Policy

This policy applies only to non-construction related purchases undertaken with 
federal funds which are subject to the federal Uniform Grant Guidance (UGG) 
and other applicable federal law, including but not limited to the Education 
Department and General Administration Regulations (EDGAR) and the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulations governing school food 
service programs.  In the event this policy conflicts or is otherwise inconsistent 
with mandatory provisions of the UGG, EDGAR or other applicable federal law, 
the mandatory provisions of the laws shall control.

All other non-construction purchases will be governed by the Board’s general 
purchasing policy, which can be found earlier in this subsection.  In the event 
of a conflict between state and federal law, the more stringent requirement 
shall apply.

This procurement policy shall govern all purchasing activities that relate to 
any aspect of the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs.  The 
district’s goal is to fully implement all required procurement rules, regulations 
and policies set forth in 2 CFR 200, 7 CFR parts 210, 3016 and 3019, and by 
the Nebraska Department of Education.

II.  Procurement System 

The District maintains the following purchasing procedures.

A. Responsibility for Purchasing

The authority to make purchases shall be governed by the District’s 
purchasing policy, which can be found elsewhere in this section. Except as 
otherwise provided in the District’s purchasing policy, the acquisition of 
services, equipment, and supplies shall be centralized in the administration 
office under the supervision of the superintendent of schools, who shall be 
responsible for developing and administering the purchasing program of the 
school district.  Purchases or commitments of district funds that are not 
authorized by this policy will be the responsibility of the person making the 
commitment.
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B. Methods of Purchasing

The type of purchase procedures required depends on the cost of the item(s) 
being purchased.  

1. Purchases up to $10,000 (Micro-Purchases) 

Micro-purchase means a purchase of supplies or services using simplified 
acquisition procedures, the annual aggregate amount of which does not 
exceed $10,000.  Micro-purchases may be made or awarded without soliciting 
competitive quotations, to the extent district staff determine that the cost of 
the purchase is reasonable.  For purposes of this policy “reasonable” means 
the purchase is comparable to market prices for the geographic area. 

To the extent practicable, the District distributes micro-purchases equitably 
among qualified suppliers. The District will follow its standard policy on 
purchasing, which can be found earlier in this subsection.  

2. Purchases between $10,000 and $250,000 (Small 
Purchase Procedures) 

Small purchases are purchases that, in the aggregate amount, is more than 
$10,000 and less than $250,000 annually.  For small purchases, price or rate 
quotes shall be obtained in advance from a reasonable number of qualified 
sources as detailed in the district’s standard policies on purchasing and on bid 
letting and contracts, which can be found earlier in this subsection. 

3. Purchases Over $250,000

a) Sealed Bids (Formal Advertising)        

For purchases over $250,000, the district will generally follow the bidding 
process outlined in the board’s policy on Bidding for Construction, Remodeling, 
Repair or Site Improvement. 

b) Contract/Price Analysis 

The District performs a cost or price analysis in connection with every 
procurement action in excess of $250,000, including contract modifications. 
The district will make an independent estimate of costs prior to receiving bids 
or proposals.   
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4. Noncompetitive Proposals (Sole Sourcing)

a) Procurement by noncompetitive proposals is 
procurement through solicitation of a proposal from 
only one source and may be used only when one or 
more of the following circumstances apply:

1) The item is available only from a single source;

2) The public exigency or emergency for the 
requirement will not permit a delay resulting from 
competitive solicitation;

3) The federal awarding agency or pass-through 
entity expressly authorizes noncompetitive 
proposals in response to a written request from the 
District; or

4) After solicitation of a number of sources, 
competition is determined inadequate.

b) Noncompetitive proposals may only be solicited with the 
approval of the superintendent or the board.  Sufficient 
and appropriate documentation that justifies the sole 
sourcing decision must be maintained by the 
superintendent or designee. 

c) A cost or price analysis will be performed for 
noncompetitive proposals when the price exceeds 
$250,000.

 
5. Competitive Proposals.  

a) The technique of competitive proposals is normally 
conducted with more than one source submitting an 
offer, and either a fixed price or cost-reimbursement type 
contract is awarded. It is generally used when conditions 
are not appropriate for the use of sealed bids. If this 
method is used, the following requirements apply:
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1) Requests for proposals must be publicized and 
identify all evaluation factors and their relative 
importance. Any response to publicized requests 
for proposals must be considered to the maximum 
extent practical;

2) Proposals must be solicited from an adequate 
number of qualified sources; and

3) Contracts must be awarded to the responsible firm 
whose proposal is most advantageous to the 
program, with price and other factors considered.

b) The District may use competitive proposal procedures for 
qualifications-based procurement of 
architectural/engineering (A/E) professional services 
whereby competitors' qualifications are evaluated and 
the most qualified competitor is selected, subject to 
negotiation of fair and reasonable compensation. The 
method, where price is not used as a selection factor, can 
only be used in procurement of A/E professional services. 
It cannot be used to purchase other types of services 
though A/E firms are a potential source to perform the 
proposed effort.

c) The District may select a proposal that offers the best 
value and that is based upon the proposer’s 
responsiveness to the proposal, experience, reputation, 
staff qualifications, ability and capacity to carry on the 
work, price, honesty, integrity, skills, business judgment, 
financial stability, past performance, and other relevant 
factors.  The evaluation may be conducted by the school 
board, a designated committee, or another designee of 
the school board.

C. Use of Purchase (Debit & Credit) Cards

District use of purchase cards is subject to the policy on purchase cards which 
can be found elsewhere in this subsection. 
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D. Federal Procurement System Standards

The district’s procurement transactions will be conducted in a manner 
providing full and open competition consistent with 2 C.F.R §200.319.

The District will maintain and follow general procurement standards consistent 
with 2 C.F.R.  §200.318. 

E. Debarment and Suspension  

The District awards contracts only to responsible contractors possessing the 
ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a proposed 
procurement.  Consideration will be given to such matters as contractor 
integrity, compliance with public policy, record of past performance, and 
financial and technical resources. 

The District may not subcontract with or award subgrants to any person or 
company who is debarred or suspended.  For all contracts over $25,000 the 
District verifies that the vendor with whom the District intends to do business 
with is not excluded or disqualified.  2 C.F.R. Part 200, Appendix II(1) and 2 
C.F.R. §§ 180.220 and 180.300.
  
The District will verify debarment or suspension by revising the excluded 
parties list on SAM.gov, collecting a certification through the bidding process, 
and/or by including a debarment and suspension provision in the bid and 
contract documents. The Superintendent or his/her designee shall be 
responsible for such verification.

F. Settlements of Issues Arising Out of Procurements

The District alone is responsible, in accordance with good administrative 
practice and sound business judgment, for the settlement of all contractual 
and administrative issues arising out of procurements.  These issues include, 
but are not limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims.  
These standards do not relieve the District of any contractual responsibilities 
under its contracts.  Violations of law will be referred to the local, state, or 
federal authority having proper jurisdiction.

III. Conflict of Interest and Code of Conduct 

A. Board and staff member conflicts of interest are governed by 
the district’s conflict of interest policies.  
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B. Purchases covered by this policy are subject to the following 
additional provisions.

1. Employees, officers, and agents engaged in the selection, 
award, and/or administration of district contracts which are 
prohibited from engaging in such actions if a real or apparent 
conflict of interest is present. 

2. Such a conflict of interest would arise when the employee, 
officer, or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, 
his or her partner, or an organization which employs or is about 
to employ any of the parties indicated herein, has a financial or 
other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm 
considered for a contract. 

3. The board may determine at its discretion that a financial 
interest is not substantial enough to give rise to a conflict of 
interest.

C. Favors and Gifts

The officers, employees, and agents of the District may neither solicit nor 
accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from contractors or 
parties to subcontracts, except that this provision does not prohibit the receipt 
of unsolicited items of nominal value.  For purposes of this policy, “nominal 
value” means a fair market value of $25 or less.

D. Enforcement

Disciplinary Actions including, but not limited to, counseling, oral reprimand, 
written reprimand, suspensions without pay, or termination of employment, 
will be applied for violations of such standards by officers, employees, or 
agents of the District.

IV. Property Management Systems

A. Property Classifications

1. Equipment means tangible personal property (including 
information technology systems) having a useful life of more 
than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost which equals or 
exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the 
District for financial statement purposes, or $5,000. 
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2. Supplies means all tangible personal property other than those 
described in §200.33 Equipment.  A computing device is a 
supply if the acquisition cost is less than the lesser of the 
capitalization level established by the District for financial 
statement purposes or $5,000, regardless of the length of its 
useful life.  2 C.F.R. §200.94. 

3. Computing Devices means machines used to acquire, store, 
analyze, process, and publish data and other information 
electronically, including accessories (or “peripherals”) for 
printing, transmitting and receiving, or storing electronic 
information.  2 C.F.R. §200.20. 

4. Capital Assets means tangible or intangible assets used in 
operations having a useful life of more than one year which are 
capitalized in accordance with GAAP.  Capital assets include: 

a) Land, buildings (facilities), equipment, and intellectual 
property (including software) whether acquired by 
purchase, construction, manufacture, lease-purchase, 
exchange, or through capital leases; and 

b) Additions, improvements, modifications, replacements, 
rearrangements, reinstallations, renovations or 
alterations to capital assets that materially increase their 
value or useful life (not ordinary repairs and 
maintenance).  2 C.F.R. §200.12. 

B. Inventory Procedure

Newly purchased property shall be received and inspected by the staff 
member who ordered it to ensure that that it matches the purchase order, 
invoice, or contract and that it is in acceptable condition.

Equipment, Computing Devices, and Capital Assets must be tagged with an 
identification number, manufacturer, model, name of individual who tagged 
the item, and date tagged).

C. Inventory Records

For equipment, computing devices, and capital assets purchased with federal 
funds, the following information is maintained in the property management 
system:
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1. Serial number;
2. District identification number;
3. Manufacturer;
4. Model;
5. Date tagged and individual who tagged it;
6. Source of funding for the property;
7. Who holds title;
8. Acquisition date and cost of the property; 
9. Percentage of federal participation in the project costs for the 

federal award under which the property was acquired; 
10. Location, use and condition of the property; and
11. Any ultimate disposition data including the date of disposal and 

sale price of the property.  

The inventory list shall be adjusted by the superintendent of schools or his/her 
designee for property that is sold, lost, stolen, cannot be repaired, or that 
cannot be located.

D. Physical Inventory

1. A physical inventory of the property must be taken and the 
results reconciled with the property records at least once every 
two years.  

2. The Superintendent or his/her designee will ensure that the 
physical inventory is performed.  The physical inventory will 
generally occur during the months of June or July, but may be 
conducted during other time periods with the approval of the 
superintendent. 

E. Maintenance 

In accordance with 2 C.F.R. 313(d)(4), the District maintains adequate 
maintenance procedures to ensure that property is kept in good condition. 

F. Lost or Stolen Items

The District maintains a control system that ensures adequate safeguards are 
in place to prevent loss, damage, or theft of the property.  

G. Use of Equipment

Equipment must be used in the program or project for which it was acquired 
as long as needed, whether or not the project or program continues to be 
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supported by the federal award, and the District will not encumber the 
property for any non-federal program use without prior approval of the federal 
awarding agency and the pass-through entity.  

H. Disposal of Equipment

When it is determined that original or replacement equipment acquired under 
a federal award is no longer needed for the original project or program or for 
other activities currently or previously supported by a federal awarding 
agency, the Superintendent or his/her designee will contact the awarding 
agency (or pass-through for a state-administered grant) for disposition 
instructions.  

If the item has a current FMV of $5,000 or less, it may be retained, sold, or 
otherwise disposed of with no further obligation to the federal awarding 
agency. 

I. Equipment and Capital Expenditures

All equipment and capital expenditures shall comply with the rules and 
requirements of 2 CFR 200.439.

J. Depreciation

All depreciation shall comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR 
200.436.

V. Financial Management

A. Identification  

The District will identify, in its accounts, all federal awards received and 
expended and the federal programs under which they were received.  Federal 
program and award identification include, as applicable, the CFDA title and 
number, federal award identification number and year, name of the federal 
agency, and, if applicable, name of the pass-through entity.

B. Financial Reporting 

The District will make an accurate, current, and complete disclosure of the 
financial results of each federal award or program in accordance with the 
financial reporting requirements set forth in the Education Department 
General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR).   
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C.  Accounting Records  

The District maintains records which adequately identify the source and 
application of funds provided for federally-assisted activities.  These records 
must contain information pertaining to grant or subgrant awards, 
authorizations, obligations, unobligated balances, assets, expenditures, 
income and interest and be supported by source documentation.

D. Internal Controls  

The Superintendent or his/her designee must maintain effective control and 
accountability for all funds, real and personal property, and other assets 
through board review and approval of claims, an annual audit of the district’s 
finances pursuant to the applicable Nebraska Department of Education and 
federal rules and regulations, and comparison of expenditures and outlays to 
budgeted amounts.  The District adequately safeguards all such property and 
assures that it is used solely for authorized purposes. 

E. Budget Control  

Actual expenditures or outlays will be compared with budgeted amounts for 
each federal award at least annually and more often as required by law or 
deemed prudent by the board or administrative staff.  

F. Payment Methods

The District will comply with applicable methods and procedures for payment 
that minimize the time elapsing between the transfer of funds and 
disbursement by the District, in accordance with the Cash Management 
Improvement Act at 31 CFR Part 205.  Generally, the District receives 
payment from the Nebraska Department of Education on a reimbursement 
basis.  2 CFR § 200.305. However, if the District receives an advance in federal 
grant funds, the District will remit interest earned on the advanced payment 
quarterly to the federal agency.  The District may retain interest amounts up 
to $500 per year for administrative expenses.  2 CFR § 200.305(b)(9).

Consistent with state and federal requirements, the District will maintain 
source documentation supporting the federal expenditures (invoices, time 
sheets, payroll stubs, etc.) and will make such documentation available for 
the Nebraska Department of Education to review upon request. 
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G. Allowability of Costs

Expenditures must be aligned with approved budgeted items.  Any changes or 
variations from the state-approved budget and grant application need prior 
approval.  

When determining how the District will spend its grant funds, the 
Superintendent or his/her designee will review the proposed cost to determine 
whether it is an allowable use of federal grant funds before obligating and 
spending those funds on the proposed good or service.  All costs supported by 
federal education funds must meet the standards outlined in EDGAR, 2 CFR 
Part 3474 and 2 CFR Part.  The Superintendent or his/her designee must 
consider these factors when making an allowability determination.

The Superintendent or his/her designee will consider Part 200’s cost guidelines 
when federal grant funds are expended.  The Superintendent or his/her 
designee will also consider whether all state - and District-level requirements 
and policies regarding expenditures have been followed.

H. Use of Program Income – Deduction, Addition, or Cost Sharing 
or Matching

The default method for the use of program income for the District is the 
deduction method.  2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e).  Under the deduction method, 
program income is deducted from total allowable costs to determine the net 
allowable costs.  Program income will only be used for current costs unless 
the District is otherwise directed by the federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity.  2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e)(1).  The District may also request prior 
approval from the federal awarding agency to use the addition method.  Under 
the addition method, program income may be added to the Federal award by 
the Federal agency and the non-Federal entity.  The program income must 
then be used for the purposes and under the conditions of the Federal award.  
2 C.F.R. § 200.307(e)(2). The District may also request prior approval from 
the federal awarding agency to use the cost sharing or matching method.        

While the deduction method is the default method, the District always refers 
to the grant award notice prior to determining the appropriate use of program 
income.    
  

I. Cost Sharing or Matching

For all Federal awards, any shared costs or matching funds and all 
contributions, including cash and third-party in-kind contributions, must be 



Page 12 of 16

accepted as part of the non-Federal entity's cost sharing or matching when 
such contributions meet all of the following criteria: 

(1) Are verifiable from the non-Federal entity's records; 
(2) Are not included as contributions for any other Federal award; 
(3) Are necessary and reasonable for accomplishment of project or 

program objectives; 
(4) Are allowable under subpart E (Cost Principles) of this part; 
(5) Are not paid by the Federal Government under another Federal 

award, except where the Federal statute authorizing a program 
specifically provides that Federal funds made available for such 
program can be applied to matching or cost sharing requirements 
of other Federal programs; 

(6) Are provided for in the approved budget when required by the 
Federal awarding agency; and 

(7) Conform to other provisions of this part, as applicable.

J. Documentation of Personnel Expenses

Records that reflect charges to federal awards for salaries and wages will 
comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR 200.430.

VI. Written Compensation Policies

A. Time and Effort Standards

All employees who are paid in full or in part with federal funds must keep 
specific documents to demonstrate the amount of time they spent on grant 
activities.  This includes an employee whose salary is paid with state or local 
funds but is used to meet a required “match” in a federal program.  These 
documents, known as time and effort records, are maintained in order to 
charge the costs of personnel compensation to federal grants.  Charges to 
federal awards for salaries and wages must be based on records that 
accurately reflect the work performed.  These records must: 

(1) Be supported by a system of internal controls which provides 
reasonable assurance that the charges are accurate, allowable, 
and properly allocated; 

(2) Be incorporated into official records; 
(3) Reasonably reflect total activity for which the employee is 

compensated, not exceeding 100% of compensated activities; 
(4) Encompass both federally assisted and all other activities 

compensated by the District on an integrated basis; 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/subpart-E


Page 13 of 16

(5) Comply with the established accounting policies and practices of 
the District and 

(6) Support the distribution of the employee’s salary or wages among 
specific activities or costs objectives.

B. Time and Effort Procedures

Time and effort procedures will follow and comply with 2 CFR 200.430(i).

C. Fringe Benefits

Except as provided otherwise by federal law, the costs of fringe benefits will 
be allowable provided that the benefits are reasonable and required by law, a 
district-employee agreement, or another policy of the District.

D. Leave  

The cost of fringe benefits in the form of regular compensation paid to 
employees during periods of authorized absences from the job, such as for 
annual leave, family-related leave, sick leave, holidays, court leave, military 
leave, administrative leave, and other similar benefits, are allowable if they 
are provided under established written District leave policies.

E. Unexpected or Extraordinary Circumstances

In the event of a pandemic or other unexpected or extraordinary 
circumstance, the District may close school or individual buildings.  In such 
case, the District may compensate federally funded or other employees during 
such closure to ensure the return of staff to employment after the closure as 
allowed by state or federal law. 

F. Documentation for Personnel Expenses

Records that reflect charges to federal awards for salaries and wages will 
comply with the rules and requirements of 2 CFR 200.430.

VII. Other Contract Matters.

A. Required Terms

The non-Federal entity's contracts must contain the applicable provisions 
required by section 200.326 and described in Appendix II to Part 200—
Contract Provisions for non-Federal Entity Contracts Under Federal Awards.
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B. Contracting with Certain Vendors

Pursuant to the standards contained in 2 C.F.R.  § 200.321, the District will 
take all necessary affirmative steps to assure that minority businesses, 
women's business enterprises, and labor surplus area firms are used when 
possible consistent with state law.

Buy American.  The District participates in the National School Lunch 
Program and School Breakfast Program and is required to use the nonprofit 
food service funds, to the maximum extent practicable, to buy domestic 
commodities or products for Program meals.  A “domestic commodity or 
product” is defined as one that is either produced in the U.S. or is processed 
in the U.S. substantially using agricultural commodities that are produced in 
the U.S. as provided in 7 CFR 210.21(d).
The District may deviate from this general requirement only if:

• The product is not produced or manufactured in the U.S. in sufficient 
and reasonably available quantities of a satisfactory quality; or

• Competitive bids reveal the costs of a U.S. product are significantly 
higher than the non-domestic product.

C. Record Keeping 

1. Record Retention

a) The District maintains all records that fully show (1) the 
amount of funds under the grant or subgrant; (2) how 
the subgrantee uses those funds; (3) the total cost of 
each project; (4) the share of the total cost of each 
project provided from other sources; (5) other records to 
facilitate an effective audit; and (6) other records to show 
compliance with federal program requirements. 34 C.F.R. 
§§ 76.730-.731 and §§ 75.730-.731.  The District also 
maintains records of significant project experiences and 
results.  34 C.F.R. § 75.732.  These records and accounts 
must be retained and made available for programmatic 
or financial audit.  

b) The U.S. Department of Education is authorized to 
recover any federal funds misspent within 5 years before 
the receipt of a program determination letter.  34 C.F.R. 
§ 81.31(c).  Schedule 10 (Local School Districts) and 
Schedule 24 (Local Agencies General Records) of the 
Nebraska Records Management Division as approved by 
the Nebraska Secretary of State/State Records 
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Administrator requires the District to maintain records 
regarding federal awards for a minimum of six (6) years.  
Consequently, the District shall retain records for a 
minimum of six (6) years from the date on which the final 
Financial Status Report is submitted, unless otherwise 
notified in writing to extend the retention period by the 
awarding agency, cognizant agency for audit, oversight 
agency for audit, or cognizant agency for indirect costs.  
However, if any litigation, claim, or audit is started before 
the expiration of the record retention period, the records 
will be retained until all litigation, claims, or audit findings 
involving the records have been resolved and final action 
taken.  2 C.F.R. § 200.333.

c) Records will be destroyed in compliance with Schedule 
10, Schedule 24, and State law.  This includes the 
completion of a Records Disposition Report.

2. Maintenance of Procurement Records 

a) The District must maintain records sufficient to detail the 
history of all procurements.  These records will include, 
but are not necessarily limited to the following: rationale 
for the method of procurement, selection of contract 
type, contractor selection or rejection, the basis for the 
contract price (including a cost or price analysis), and 
verification that the contractor is not suspended or 
debarred.  

b) Retention of procurement records shall be in accordance 
with applicable law and Board policy.

D. Privacy

The District has protections in place to ensure that the personal information 
of both students and employees is protected.  These include the use of 
passwords that are changed on a regular basis; staff training on the 
requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and 
State confidentiality requirements; and training on identifying whether an 
individual requesting access to records has the right to the documentation.

Adopted on: 8-13-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
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Reviewed on: ________________________
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3033
Lending Textbooks to Children Enrolled in Private Schools

Through June 30, 2024, the school district shall make textbooks available to 
private school children who reside within the district or are otherwise entitled 
to borrow them pursuant to statute and 92 Nebraska Administrative Code, 
section 4.  The district is obligated to purchase and lend textbooks only to the 
extent that the Legislature appropriates funds to the Nebraska Department of 
Education to be distributed for this purpose.  As used in this policy, “textbooks” 
shall have the definition adopted by the Nebraska State Board of Education in 
Rule 4.  

The district shall make a request for funds by filing an application on the form 
prescribed by the Department of Education no later than February 15th prior 
to the school year for which the application is made. The application shall 
include: the number of applications received; the number of textbooks 
requested; the number of textbooks needed to be purchased to fill the 
requests; the purchase price of the textbooks needed to be purchased which 
may include up to 5% of the cost to defray administrative expense; the title, 
purchase price, and number requested of each textbook including any shipping 
or handling charges; and if applicable the amount of carryover funds 
remaining from the previous year, amount of funds on hand from sale of 
unused textbooks, and amount of funds on hand from reimbursements for 
damaged textbook. 

Textbooks which have not been requested for three consecutive years may be 
classified as unused and disposed of by sale or otherwise. 

On or before November 15th, the district shall prepare a list of textbooks that 
are designated for use in the district during the current year and a list of new 
textbooks designated for use the following school year.  The lists shall be kept 
current and in a place where they may be viewed during regular business 
hours. The district shall maintain a separate inventory of textbooks purchased 
for the use of private school children residing in the district. 

Any parent or legal guardian who wishes to borrow textbooks shall submit an 
application on the form prescribed by the Department of Education to the 
district’s administration offices on or before January 15th prior to the school 
year for which the application is made. The district shall maintain a supply of 
blank application forms and receipt forms.  It shall keep the forms that have 
been signed by parents and guardians in a separate file for at least 5 years. 
It shall notify the parents and guardians at least 10 days prior to the start of 
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school when and where the textbooks will be available.  It shall make 
textbooks available to parents or guardians on or before August 15th.  If the 
number of textbooks for a particular subject or grade level is insufficient to fill 
all of the requests, the textbooks shall be distributed to parents and guardians 
based on a random drawing.

Parents and guardians shall sign a receipt on the form prescribed by the 
Department of Education when they pick up the textbooks and shall return 
the textbooks that can be returned no later than 15 days after the district’s 
last day of class.  The district shall assess the returned textbooks for damage 
beyond normal wear and tear.  The parent or guardian who signed the receipt 
is responsible for paying the reasonable cost of the repair or replacement of 
any book that is damaged, lost, stolen, or not returned.

The school district shall limit the loan each year to ten textbooks per student 
for students in grades K-6 and to eight textbooks per student for students in 
grades 7-12.

This policy shall terminate July 1, 2024.

Adopted on: 9-10-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



3036
Purchasing (Credit) Card Program

The board approves the use of a purchasing card (credit card) program for the 
purchase of goods and services for and on behalf of the school district.  The 
board will determine the type of purchasing card or cards to be used in the 
program and may contract with a third-party provider as provided by law.  

Authorized Purchases.  Authorized users have standing authority to use the 
purchasing card to charge actual, necessary, and reasonable travel expenses 
and expenditures approved by the administration.  Otherwise, the purchasing 
card may only be used to purchase goods and services approved by the board 
or the superintendent or designee.  The maximum amount that may be 
charged in a single day is $10,000

Unauthorized Purchases.  In no event shall the purchasing card be used for 
personal purchases, purchases that are not school related, alcohol purchases, 
or purchases that are not allowed by law.  Such unauthorized use shall result 
in discipline, up to and including the end of employment.  Individuals who 
make unauthorized purchases shall reimburse the district for the expense 
within ten days of the purchase or the discovery of the unauthorized purchase, 
whichever occurs first.

Authorized Users.  Individuals holding the following titles may be assigned 
an individual purchasing card: administration, head maintenance, and office 
staff.  The board may take action at any meeting to authorize additional users 
or to revoke or suspend user privileges.  Such action shall be recorded in the 
minutes.  The school may also maintain a purchasing card in the name of the 
school district.  School district employees may purchase school related goods 
and services with the school district credit card only with authorization from 
the superintendent.  

Documentation.  Employees seeking reimbursement for a purchasing card 
purchase must submit an itemized receipt and a purchasing card receipt to 
the school district.  The itemized receipt must include the name of the 
business, contact information, the date, a description of each item sufficient 
to give the board reasonable notice of the item purchased, and the price.  A 
non-itemized credit card receipt alone is not sufficient.  Designated 
school personnel shall maintain the documentation for at least 7 years or as 
otherwise required by Schedule 10 – Local School Districts or Schedule 24 – 
Local Agencies (General Records) maintained by the Nebraska Records 
Management Division.  Employees must maintain copies of any documentation 
submitted to the school district.



Suspension or Termination of Privileges.  The board or the superintendent 
(or his or her designee) (1) shall temporarily or permanently suspend the 
purchasing card privileges of any individual that does not submit an itemized 
receipt for each purchasing card purchase, and (2) may temporarily or 
permanently suspend the purchasing card privileges of any individual for any 
other reason.  The individual’s purchasing card account must be immediately 
closed and he or she must return the purchasing card to the superintendent 
or board.  Purchases that are not accompanied by the required documentation 
shall be considered unauthorized, and the individual making the purchase 
must reimburse the district within 10 days of the purchase or the discovery of 
the non-itemized purchase, whichever occurs first.  

Reward Points or Rebates.  Any reward points, rebates, or other benefits 
received from the third-party purchasing card company are and shall remain 
the property of the school district.  

Purchase Review Procedures.  The superintendent, or his or her designee, 
and bookkeeper will conduct independent reviews of credit card expenses, or 
a sample thereof, on a monthly basis.  Any unlawful or unauthorized 
expenditure or other discrepancy will be brought to the attention of the 
offending employee, if any, and the board.  The superintendent or his or her 
designee will provide the board at each regular meeting with the 
documentation submitted pursuant to this policy or a summary of that 
documentation with a description of each item sufficient to give the board 
reasonable notice of the items purchased.  Any unlawful or unauthorized 
purchase must be addressed as provided in this policy or as otherwise allowed 
by law.  

Adopted on: 9-10-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



3059
Audio and Video Recording 

Students, staff, parents/guardians, and patrons should assume that any class 
or activity in the school may be recorded by the school district for legitimate 
educational purposes.  There is no reasonable expectation of privacy within 
classrooms, common areas of the school building or on school grounds outside 
of the building.  Recordings permitted pursuant to this policy may only be used 
for authorized purposes and may not be republished without additional, 
written consent from a school administrator.  For purposes of this policy 
“recording” includes still photographs, video, audio, and other similar data 
captured in any medium.

Secret Recordings.  No person is permitted to make surreptitious recordings 
on school grounds unless authorized by the superintendent.

Recordings Made by The District.  The district may use cameras or other 
devices for purposes of making security, safety, or other recordings when such 
recordings are deemed necessary or appropriate by an authorized 
representative of the district.  The district will not maintain recordings unless 
the recording is purposefully copied and saved.  Any recording not copied and 
maintained separately may only be accessible by the authorized 
representative for a limited time. Recordings made by the district may be 
destroyed by an authorized representative at any time unless retention is 
required by law.

Recordings Made by Parents/Guardians and Patrons.    
Parents/guardians and patrons may make recordings of school activities in a 
non-disruptive manner including things like athletic contests and school board 
meetings to the extent permitted by law unless otherwise lawfully restricted 
by the administration.  Parents/guardians or patrons may not make recordings 
if they are volunteering or visiting school during the school day without 
permission of the administration or supervising staff member and subject to 
this policy, such as recording their child’s classroom activities or recess.  
Violation of this policy may be grounds for exclusion from school property, 
loss of volunteer privileges, or other restrictions deemed appropriate by the 
administration.

Recordings Made by Staff.  Staff members may make recordings of 
classroom instruction, student behavior or performance, and school activities 
without prior administrative approval only for legitimate educational purposes.  
Staff members may not make secret recordings while on duty, even if those 



recordings do not violate state or federal criminal or privacy laws.  Staff 
members who violate this provision may be subject to consequences up to 
termination for classified staff and cancellation of contract for certificated staff.

Recordings Made by Students.  This policy applies to students during the 
school day on school grounds; when being transported to and from school 
activities or programs in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school 
being used for a school purpose by a school employee or by his or her 
designee; or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic event.  Students may 
make recordings of school activities in a non-disruptive manner including 
things like athletic contests and other extracurricular performances to the 
extent permitted by law.  Students generally are not permitted to record 
classroom instruction or members of the school community during the school 
day without the express consent of a staff member or as required by the 
student’s education plan.  Student use of assistive technology that has the 
capacity to record and/or transmit recordings (e.g., AngelSense) must be 
approved by the student’s education team or administration.  Students remain 
subject to all other district policies and rules.  In no event shall recordings be 
taken or made in restrooms, locker rooms, or other areas where there is a 
reasonable expectation of privacy.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-12-202
Reviewed on: ________________________



4003
Drug Policy Regarding Drivers

Policy Statement.  Drivers for the school district must be free from drug and 
alcohol abuse, and the use of illegal drugs or improper use of alcohol is 
prohibited.  The overall goal of drug and alcohol testing is to insure a drug-
free and alcohol-free transportation environment, and to reduce accidents, 
injuries and fatalities.

Designated Contact.  The school district has designated the superintendent 
or the head of maintenance as the individuals any driver may contact with 
questions about this policy or the school district’s drug testing program and 
procedures for drivers.  This individual further maintains and will provide 
drivers informational materials concerning the effects of alcohol and controlled 
substances use on an individual’s health, work, and personal life; signs and 
symptoms of an alcohol or a controlled substances problem (the driver’s or a 
co-worker’s); and available methods of intervening when an alcohol or 
controlled substances problem is suspected, including confrontation, referral 
to any employee assistance program and/or referral to management.  

The superintendent or the head of maintenance may be contacted at 402-
645-3326.

Covered Drivers.  Any person who operates a commercial motor vehicle on 
behalf of the school district is covered by this policy and the school district’s 
drug testing program and procedures for drivers.  All covered drivers must 
provide the school district a signed statement certifying that he or she has 
received a copy of this policy and related materials.

Covered Workday.  A driver is required to comply with this policy and the 
terms of the school district’s drug testing program and procedures for drivers 
at all times they are assigned, or may be assigned, to perform safety-sensitive 
functions.  This includes all time from the time a driver begins to work or is 
required to be in readiness to work until the time he/she is relieved from work 
and all responsibility for performing work.  Safety-sensitive functions include: 
(1) all time at a school district facility or property, contractor facility or 
property, or on any public property, waiting to be dispatched, unless the driver 
has been relieved from duty by the school district; (2) all time inspecting 
equipment as required by state or federal law or regulation and any and all 
other time inspecting, servicing, or conditioning any commercial motor 
vehicle; (3) all time spent at the driving controls of a commercial motor vehicle 
in operation; (4) all time, other than driving time, in or upon any commercial 
motor vehicle; (5) all time loading or unloading a vehicle, supervising, or 
assisting in the loading or unloading, attending a vehicle being loaded or 



unloaded, remaining in readiness to operate the vehicle, or in giving or 
receiving receipts for shipments loaded or unloaded; and (6) all time repairing, 
obtaining assistance, or remaining in attendance upon a disabled vehicle.

Prohibited Conduct.  No driver shall: (1) report for duty or remain on duty 
requiring the performance of safety-sensitive functions while having an alcohol 
concentration of 0.04 or greater; (2) use alcohol while performing safety-
sensitive functions; (3) perform safety-sensitive functions within four hours 
after using alcohol; or (4) refuse to submit to a pre-employment controlled 
substance, a post-accident alcohol or controlled substance test, a random 
alcohol or controlled substances test, a reasonable suspicion alcohol or 
controlled substance test, a return-to-duty alcohol or controlled substances 
test, or a follow-up alcohol or controlled substance test required under state 
or federal law or this policy.  No driver required to take a post-accident alcohol 
test shall use alcohol for eight hours following the accident, or until he/she 
undergoes a post-accident alcohol test, whichever occurs first.  

No driver shall: (1) report for duty or remain on duty requiring the 
performance of safety sensitive functions when the driver uses any drug or 
substance identified in 31 CFR 1308.11 Schedule 1; (2) report for duty or 
remain on duty requiring the performance of safety-sensitive functions when 
the driver uses any non-Schedule I drug or substance that is identified in the 
other Schedules in 21 CFR part 1308 except when the use is pursuant to the 
instructions of a licensed medical practitioner who is familiar with the driver's 
medical history and has advised the driver that the substance will not 
adversely affect the driver's ability to safely operate a commercial motor 
vehicle; or (3) report for duty, remain on duty or perform a safety-sensitive 
function, if the driver tests positive or has adulterated or substituted a test 
specimen for controlled substances.

Types of Testing.  Pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Department 
of Transportation (DOT), the district has implemented four types of testing: 
(1) pre-employment testing, (2) reasonable cause testing, (3) post-accident 
testing and (4) random testing.

Refusal to Submit to Testing.  A driver shall not refuse to submit to testing.  
A driver will be considered to have refused to submit to testing if the driver 
fails to provide a sample or specimen necessary for testing upon a lawful 
request, consistent with the required testing protocols.  The refusal to submit 
to the testing used by the district will be grounds for refusal to hire driver 
applicants and to terminate the employment of existing drivers.  

Consequences for Violations.  Any driver who becomes unqualified on the 
basis of violation of the terms of this policy will be subject to disciplinary action 



which may include termination of the driver’s employment, and shall include 
the immediate removal from safety-sensitive functions in compliance with 
federal law.  No driver tested pursuant to this policy and the school district’s 
drug testing program and procedures who is found to have an alcohol 
concentration of 0.02 or greater but less than 0.04 shall perform or continue 
to perform safety-sensitive functions until the start of the driver’s next 
regularly scheduled duty period, but not less than 24 hours following 
administration of the test.

Return to Duty Process.  A driver who has violated this policy or the school 
district drug testing program and procedures cannot again perform any safety-
sensitive functions until and unless the employee completes the return-to-
duty process, including the substance-abuse professional’s (SAP) evaluation, 
referral, and recommended education or treatment.  The school district will 
provide employees the relevant contact information for available and 
acceptable SAPs as necessary, but the school district is not required under the 
law to provide a SAP evaluation or any subsequent recommended education 
or treatment for a driver.  Any driver completing the return-to-duty process 
must complete a return-to-duty test and test negatively. 

Disqualification.  Any applicant who tests positive for the presence of the 
following drugs is medically unqualified to drive and will not be considered for 
the position of driver: (1) marijuana, (2) cocaine, (3) opiates, (4) 
amphetamines, or (5) phencyclidine (PCP).  Any district driver who tests 
positive shall be medically unqualified and removed from service immediately.

Pre-employment Testing.  All applicants for employment must submit to 
drug and alcohol tests as a condition of being considered for employment.

Reasonable Cause Testing.  The district shall have reasonable cause to 
require a driver to submit to drug testing when a driver manifests physical or 
physiological symptoms or reactions commonly attributed to the use of 
controlled substances or alcohol. 

Post-Accident Testing.  A driver who has been involved in a reportable 
accident must submit to drug and alcohol testing as soon as possible.  A 
reportable accident includes any accident in which there is a fatality, a person 
is injured and must be treated away from the accident site, the driver receives 
a citation for a moving violation, or a vehicle is towed from the scene.  The 
driver must notify the district immediately regarding any reportable accident. 

Serious Injury to the Driver.  If a driver is so seriously injured that he or 
she cannot submit to testing at or immediately after the time of the accident, 
the driver must provide the necessary authorization for the district to obtain 



hospital reports or other documents that would indicate whether there were 
controlled substances or alcohol in the driver's system.

Random Testing.  All drivers will be subject to unannounced random testing 
for drugs and alcohol.  The district or its agents will periodically select drivers 
at random for testing.  A district official will notify a driver when his or her 
name has been selected and will instruct the driver to report immediately for 
testing.  By its very nature, random selection may result in one driver being 
tested more than once in a 12-month period, while another driver may not be 
selected at all during the same 12 months.

Frequency of Random Testing.  Under DOT regulations, the district must 
test at least 50 percent of its average number of driver positions for drugs and 
25 percent of its average number of driver positions for alcohol each year.  
The tests must be unannounced and spread evenly throughout the year.  DOT 
regulations also require that every driver selected at random must have his 
or her name placed back in the random pool for the next selection period.

Testing Procedure.  All urine and blood specimens collected under the policy 
will be submitted to an approved laboratory for testing.  Specimens that 
initially test positive for drugs will be subjected to a subsequent confirmation 
test before being reported by the laboratory as positive.  All such specimens 
collected and submitted will be maintained securely to safeguard the validity 
of the test results and maintain the integrity of the testing process while 
ensuring the results are attributed to the correct driver. 

Medical Review Officer.  All laboratory test results will be reported by the 
laboratory to a medical review officer (MRO) designated by the district.  
Negative test results will be reported as such by the MRO to the district.  
Before reporting a positive test result to the district, the MRO will attempt to 
contact the driver to discuss the test result.  If the MRO is unable to contact 
the driver directly, the MRO will contact a district official designated in advance 
by the district, who shall in turn contact the driver and direct the driver to 
contact the MRO.  Upon being so directed, the driver shall contact the MRO 
immediately or, if after the MRO's business hours and the MRO is unavailable, 
at the start of the MRO's next business day.  If required by DOT regulations, 
personal information collected and maintained pursuant to this policy shall be 
reported to the Clearinghouse by the MRO in the event of: (1) a verified 
positive, adulterated, or substituted drug test result; (2) an alcohol 
confirmation test with a concentration of 0.04 or higher; (3) a refusal to 
submit to any test required by this policy and the school district’s drug testing 
program and procedures; (4) an employer’s report of actual knowledge that a 
driver has used alcohol or controlled substances based on the employer's 
direct observation of the employee, information provided by the driver's 



previous employer(s), a traffic citation for driving a CMV while under the 
influence of alcohol or controlled substances or an employee's admission of 
alcohol or controlled substance use; (5) on duty alcohol use as prohibited 
above; (6) pre-duty alcohol use as prohibited above; (7) alcohol use following 
an accident as prohibited above; (8) controlled substance use as prohibited 
above; (9) a substance abuse professional report of the successful completion 
of the return-to-duty process; (10) a negative return-to-duty test; and (11) 
an employer’s report of completion of follow-up testing. 

Confidentiality.  Pursuant to DOT regulations, individual test results for 
applicants and drivers will be released to the district and will be kept 
confidential unless the tested individual consents to their release or release is 
required by law (such as the release of information to the Clearinghouse.)  
Any person who has submitted to drug testing in compliance with this policy 
is entitled to receive the results of such testing upon timely written request.  

Retesting.  An individual who tested positive for the presence of drugs may 
request that the original sample be retested.  The request for a retest must 
be submitted in writing on a form provided by the district within 3 working 
days of the district’s notification to the individual that he or she has a positive 
test result.  The individual making the request must pay all costs associated 
with the retest and transfer of the sample to another laboratory before the 
retest will be performed.

Adopted on: 10-8-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ______________



4045
Milk Expression

Except as otherwise provided by law, the district will provide reasonable break 
time for an employee who wishes to breastfeed or express breast milk for her 
nursing child each time such employee has the need to do so.  The district will 
provide a place, other than a bathroom, which is shielded from view and free 
from intrusion from co-workers and the public.  These accommodations will 
be provided for one year after the child’s birth, unless otherwise required by 
law.

Adopted on: 11-12-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ______________



4059
Behavioral and Mental Health Training 

All public school employees who interact with students and any other 
appropriate personnel are required to complete at least one hour of behavioral 
and mental health training with a focus on suicide awareness and prevention 
training every year.  The superintendent will determine the appropriate 
personnel required to receive the training.  The training materials for this 
training must be included in the Nebraska Department of Education’s list of 
approved training materials.   

These employees must complete the training designated by the school district 
or superintendent no later than October 31 of each school year or within 30 
days of their initial employment, whichever is later.  Failure to complete this 
training may subject the employee to employment-related discipline.  

Adopted on: _________________________
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: ________________________



5003
Admission of Part-Time Students 

A student may be permitted to enroll on a part-time basis pursuant to this 
policy and applicable curricular practices when enrollment is appropriate for 
reasons that include but are not limited to the following: the student attends 
another education institution on a part-time basis; is enrolled for a limited 
number of credit hours needed to graduate; has a modified schedule because 
of a disability or as part of an individualized education plan; or is a student 
who resides in the school district but attends a private, denominational, or 
parochial school or a school that elects not to meet accreditation or approval 
requirements (referred to herein as an exempt school student or an exempt 
school, respectively). 

Application for Enrollment.  The parent or guardian of an exempt school 
student who is of appropriate age to attend school, is a resident of the school 
district, has not graduated from high school, and has not received a graduate 
equivalency diploma must meet all of the district’s admission requirements 
and file an application for enrollment on forms provided by the school district 
by August 1st of the year of enrollment.  For second semester high school 
courses, the application must be filed by December 1st.  For students who 
move into the district mid-semester, the application must be filed within 20 
days of moving into the district.  The administration shall review the 
application, determine whether to approve or deny it, notify the parent or 
guardian, and schedule enrollment at an educationally appropriate time in the 
building or attendance center of the administration’s choice.  Enrollment does 
not carry over from one school year to the next, and the parent or guardian 
of an exempt school student must apply for enrollment each school year.

Limitations Based on Resources.  The enrollment of exempt school 
students is subject to limitations established by the district for grades, classes, 
courses, and programs based on the limited resources available to the school 
district.  Full-time students shall be given priority for enrollment in grades, 
classes, courses, and programs.

Placement of Students.  Exempt school students shall be placed in courses 
for which they have adequate preparation and which are determined to be 
educationally appropriate based on criteria that include, but are not limited to 
the student’s age, achievement test scores, academic record, evaluation by 
school personnel and any other standards used by the district for the 
placement of students.

Grades and Academic Honors.  Exempt school students shall receive 
grades, report cards, and transcripts, but shall not be eligible to graduate, 



receive a diploma or qualify for class ranking unless they meet all district 
requirements for such including earning a sufficient number of credit hours 
and semesters of attendance.

Applicability of School Rules.  Exempt school students are subject to all 
rules and standards of the board of education and administration as set forth 
in policy, handbooks or other communications, as well as the rules and 
directives of the building administration and teaching personnel.  They must 
remain on the school campus during scheduled classes but must leave the 
school campus when not engaged in a course or course-related activity unless 
the course or course-activity requires their presence or the building principal 
approves their presence.  Students who violate school policies, rules, or 
directives shall be subject to disciplinary procedures up to and including 
suspension and expulsion.

Extracurricular Sports and Activities.  Students who are enrolled in a 
private, denominational or parochial school may not participate in 
extracurricular sports and activities sponsored by the public school district if 
they participate in extracurricular sports and activities offered by the private, 
denominational or parochial school.  Exempt school students may participate 
in extracurricular sports and activities if they are enrolled in at least 20 credit 
hours per semester, with at least 5 credit hours of enrollment in the public 
school district.  All part-time students must also meet all other eligibility 
requirements set by the board, administration and coach/sponsor prior to 
participating and for continued participation in the sport or activity. This 
includes all eligibility and other requirements of the Nebraska School Activities 
Association and any other governing bodies for the activity.

Transportation. Part-time school students are not entitled to transportation 
or reimbursement for transportation to and from the school for class 
attendance purposes, unless required by law. Eligible part-time students are 
entitled to transportation to and from practices and extracurricular events to 
the same extent as the school district’s full-time students, but part-time 
students must arrange their own transportation and arrive timely to the 
designated pick-up point for such transportation.

Option Enrollment.  Students may not enroll on a part-time basis pursuant 
to the school’s option enrollment program. 

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



5004
Option Enrollment

The board of education supports the concept embodied in the Enrollment 
Option Program that parents and legal guardians have the primary 
responsibility for ensuring that their children receive the best education 
possible.  Accordingly, the school district will participate in the option 
enrollment program and receive option students as provided herein. 

1. Definitions

a. Option Student Defined.  Option student shall mean a 
nonresident student who has chosen to attend the school district 
under the provisions of the option enrollment program.

b. Resident School District Defined.  Resident school district shall 
mean the school district in which a student resides or in which the 
student is admitted as a resident of the school district pursuant to 
state law. 

c. Option School District Defined.  Option school district shall 
mean the school district that a student chooses to attend other 
than his or her resident school district.  

2. Persons Entitled to Apply for Option Enrollment of Students.  Only 
parents and legal guardians may apply for option enrollment of 
students.  Applications filed by foster parents and adults acting in loco 
parentis are not authorized and will be automatically denied. 

3. Duties, Entitlements and Rights of Option Students.  Except as 
otherwise provided herein, once an option student’s option enrollment 
application has been accepted he/she shall be treated as a resident 
student of the school district.  

4. Standards for Acceptance or Rejection of Option Students.  

a. Special Education Capacity.  Capacity for special education 
services will be determined on a case-by-case basis.  If an 
application for option enrollment received by the school district 
indicates that the student has an individualized education program 
under the  federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 
U.S.C. 1400 et seq., or has been diagnosed with a disability as 
defined in section 79-1118.01, the application will be evaluated 
by the director of special education services or the director's 



designee who must determine if the school district and the 
appropriate class, grade level, or school building has the capacity 
to provide the applicant the appropriate services and 
accommodations.  The Federal Educational Rights and Privacy 
Rights Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g) permits the release of 
education records when a student seeks or intends to enroll in a 
different school district.  

b. Numeric Capacity.  The board of education may set the numeric 
capacity of programs, classes, grade levels, or school buildings by 
operation of this policy or through freestanding action by the 
board.  Numeric Capacity will be determined based upon available 
staff, facilities, projected enrollment of resident students, and 
projected number of students with which the option school district 
will contract based on existing contractual arrangements. 
Individuals seeking information about the numeric capacity set by 
the board may contact the superintendent for a copy of that 
resolution.  

c. Programmatic Capacity.   In addition to the numeric capacity 
standards referred to above, the board may, by resolution, prior 
to October 15 of each school year, declare a program, a class, or 
a school unavailable for the next school year to option students 
due to lack of capacity.  Individuals seeking information about the 
programs that have been declared to be unavailable due to lack 
of capacity may contact the superintendent for a copy of the 
board’s resolution.  

d. Other Standards for Acceptance or Rejection of Option 
Enrollment Applications.   In addition to the numeric and 
programmatic capacity standards outlined above, the school 
district shall not accept an option student when acceptance of the 
student: 

i. Would increase the operating costs of the school district, 
such as by requiring the hiring of new staff or contracting 
with outside entities to provide services to the student; 

ii. Would require the procurement of new equipment, 
technology, or furnishings; 

iii. Would cause or require the rearrangement of caseloads for 
staff and contracted professionals; 

iv. Is reasonably deemed by appropriate school staff to pose a 
potential risk to the health or safety of students or staff;



v. May pose a risk of adversely affecting the quality of 
educational services being provided to resident students, as 
determined by appropriate school staff.  

e. Prohibited Standards.  The school district shall not base the 
decision to accept or reject an option student on the student's 
previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurricular 
ability, disabling condition(s), proficiency in the English language, 
or previous disciplinary proceedings.

f. Order of Acceptance.  If there are more option student 
applicants for any program, class, grade level or school building 
than can be accepted into such program, class, grade level or 
school building, applicants shall be accepted in the following 
order:  

i. students with brothers or sisters attending the school 
district, either as resident students or as option students, 
shall be granted first priority; 

ii. thereafter, option students shall be accepted into such 
program, class, grade level or school building in the order in 
which written applications were received by the school 
district.

g. Maximum Capacity Report.  The school district will annually 
establish, publish, and report the capacity for each school building 
under the district's control pursuant to procedures, criteria, and 
deadlines established by the Nebraska Department of Education.

5. False or Misleading Option Applications.  If, prior to the student’s 
attendance as an option student, the school district discovers that a 
previously accepted option application contained false or substantively 
misleading information, the option application will be rejected.

6. Academic Credits and Graduation.  The school district shall accept 
credits toward graduation that were awarded by another school district, 
and shall award a diploma to an option student if the student meets the 
graduation requirements of the school district.  

7. Information Regarding Schools, Programs, Policies and 
Procedures.  The school district, its officers and employees, shall make 
information about the school district and its schools, programs, policies 
and procedures available to all interested people.



8. Procedure for Students Optioning Into or Out of the School 
District. 

a. The parent or legal guardian of any student desiring to option into 
or out of the school district shall submit a proper and timely 
application to the board of education and the other affected school 
district for enrollment during the following and subsequent school 
years.  Any application requiring the approval of the school district 
shall be deemed submitted when the application is actually 
received in the school district's business office.

b. On or before April 1st, the school district shall notify the parent or 
legal guardian of any student who has submitted an application to 
option into the school district and the resident school district, in 
writing, whether the application is accepted or rejected.  If an 
application is rejected, the reason for such rejection shall be 
stated in the notification.  This written notice shall be sent via 
certified mail to the address listed on the option application. 

9. Late Applications and Requests for Release 

a. The board of education may refuse a request of a student seeking 
to option out of the school district when the option application is 
submitted after March 15th under the following conditions:

i. When the district has already entered into contracts with 
teaching staff for the following school year;

ii. When the district has already contracted for the 
performance of specific services for the student;

iii. When the release of the student would have a negative 
financial impact or loss of revenue for the district.

b. The board of education will deny all applications to option into the 
district that are received by the district after March 15 of the 
school year prior to the student’s requested enrollment.  

c. The superintendent will notify parents or guardians who have 
submitted properly completed option applications after March 15th 
no later than 60 days following submission of the application of 
the board’s acceptance or rejection of the application.    

  



10. Students Who Do Not Need a Release from the Resident District 

a. A student does not need to be released from his/her resident 
district under the following circumstances:
i. When the student has relocated to a different resident 

school district after February 1
ii. When a student's option school district merges with another 

district effective after February 1

b. The school district shall accept or reject an application from a 
student under this paragraph using the criteria set forth in this 
policy and will accept or reject the application within forty-five 
days.

11. Cancellation of Option.  

Students who option either into or out of the school district shall:  

a. Attend the option school district until graduation or relocation/re-
option in a different resident school district unless the student 
chooses to return to the resident school district, in which case the 
student's parent or legal guardian shall timely submit a 
cancellation form to the school board or board of education of the 
option school district and the resident school district for approval 
for the following year.  

b. Attend an option school district for not less than one school year 
unless the student relocates to a different resident school district, 
completes requirements for graduation prior to the end the school 
year, transfers to a parochial or private school, or upon mutual 
agreement of the resident and option school districts cancels the 
enrollment option and returns to the resident school district.

12. Authority of Superintendent.  

The board of education authorizes the superintendent of schools to make 
decisions on its behalf pursuant to and to apply the criteria articulated by this 
policy in determining whether to grant or deny option enrollment applications.

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



5035
Student Discipline

Administrative and teaching personnel may take actions regarding student 
behavior, other than those specifically provided in this policy and the Student 
Discipline Act, which are reasonably necessary to aid the student, further 
school purposes, or prevent interference with the educational process. Such 
actions may include, but need not be limited to, counseling of students, parent 
conferences, referral to restorative justice practices or services, 
rearrangement of schedules, requirements that a student remain in school 
after regular hours to do additional work, restriction of extracurricular activity, 
or requirements that a student receive counseling, psychological evaluation, 
or psychiatric evaluation upon the written consent of a parent or guardian to 
such counseling or evaluation.  Disciplinary consequences may also include in-
school suspension, Saturday School, and any other consequence authorized 
by law.  District administrators may develop building-specific protocols for the 
imposition of student discipline.  

In this policy, references to "Principal" shall include building principals, the 
principal's designee, or other appropriate school district administrators.  

Any statement, notice, recommendation, determination, or similar action 
specified in this policy shall be effectively given at the time written evidence 
thereof is delivered personally to or upon receipt of certified or registered mail 
or upon actual knowledge by a student or his or her parent or guardian.

Any student who is suspended or expelled from school pursuant to this policy 
may not participate in any school activity during the duration of that exclusion 
including adjacent school holidays and weekends.  The student activity 
eligibility of a student who is mandatorily reassigned shall be determined on 
a case-by-case basis by the principal of the building to which the student is 
reassigned.

Pre-Kindergarten through Second Grade Students

Notwithstanding any other provision of this policy, an elementary school shall 
not suspend a student in pre-kindergarten through second grade unless the 
student brings a deadly weapon as defined in section 28-109 on school 
grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being used for 
a school purpose or in a vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a school 
employee or his or her designee, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic 
event.  As an alternative to suspension, the school district may take any action 
authorized by law, including those provided in section 79-258.



Makeup Work for Suspended Students

Any student who is suspended must be given an opportunity to complete any 
classwork and homework missed during the period of suspension, including, 
but not limited to, examinations (“makeup work”).  Any makeup work must 
be completed and turned in within 2 school days after completion of the 
suspension.  This makeup guideline shall be provided to the student and a 
parent or guardian at the time of suspension.  Suspended students may not 
be required to attend the school’s alternative program for expelled students 
in order to complete classwork or homework.

Short-Term Suspension

The Principal may exclude students from school or any school function for a 
period of up to five school days (short-term suspension) on the following 
grounds:

1. Conduct constituting grounds for expulsion as hereinafter set forth; or,
2. Other violations of rules and standards of behavior adopted by the Board 

of Education or the administrative or teaching staff of the school, that 
occur on or off school grounds, if such conduct interferes with school 
purposes or there is a connection between such conduct and school.

The following process applies to short-term suspension:

1. The Principal shall make a reasonable investigation of the facts and 
circumstances.  Short-term suspension shall be imposed only after a 
determination that the suspension is necessary to help any student, to 
further school purposes, or to prevent an interference with school 
purposes.

2. Prior to commencement of the short-term suspension, the student will 
be given oral or written notice of the charges against the student.  The 
student will be advised of what he or she is accused of having done, be 
given an explanation of the evidence the authorities have, and be given 
an opportunity to explain the student's version of the facts.

3. Within 24 hours or such additional time as is reasonably necessary, not 
to exceed an additional 48 hours, following the suspension, the Principal 
will send a written statement to the student, and the student's parent 
or guardian, describing the student's conduct, misconduct or violation 
of the rule or standard and the reasons for the action taken.  An 
opportunity will be given to the student, and the student's parent or 
guardian, to have a conference with the Principal ordering the short-
term suspension before or at the time the student returns to school and 



shall document such effort in writing.  The Principal shall determine who, 
in addition to the parent or guardian, is to attend the conference.

4. Students who are short-term suspended must be given the opportunity 
to complete classwork and homework missed during the period of 
suspension, including but not limited to examinations, as provided 
herein. 

Emergency Exclusion

Students may be emergency excluded from school pursuant to the board's 
separate policy on emergency exclusion or state law.  

Weapons and/or Firearms

Students may be disciplined for the possession of weapons and/or firearms 
pursuant to the board's separate policy on weapons and firearms or state law.  

Long-Term Suspension  

Students may be excluded by the Principal from school or any school function 
for a period of more than five school days but less than twenty school days 
(long-term suspension) for any conduct constituting grounds for expulsion as 
hereinafter set forth.  The process for long-term suspension is set forth below.

Expulsion

1. Meaning of Expulsion.  Expulsion means exclusion from attendance in 
all schools, grounds and activities of or within the system for a period 
not to exceed the remainder of the semester in which it took effect 
unless the misconduct occurred (a) within ten school days prior to the 
end of the first semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in 
effect through the second semester, or (b) within ten school days prior 
to the end of the second semester, in which case the expulsion shall 
remain in effect for summer school and the first semester of the 
following school year, or (c) unless the expulsion is for conduct specified 
in these rules or in law as permitting or requiring a longer removal, in 
which case the expulsion shall remain in effect for the period specified 
therein.  Such action may be modified or terminated by the school 
district at any time during the expulsion period.

2. Summer Review.  Any expulsion that will remain in effect during the 
first semester of the following school year will be automatically 
scheduled for review before the beginning of the school year.  The 
review will be conducted by the hearing officer who conducted the initial 
expulsion hearing, or a hearing officer appointed by the Superintendent 



in the event no hearing was previously held or the initial hearing officer 
is no longer available or willing to serve, after the hearing officer has 
given notice of the review to the student and the student's parent or 
guardian.  This review shall be limited to newly discovered evidence or 
evidence of changes in the student's circumstances occurring since the 
original hearing.  This review may lead to a recommendation by the 
hearing officer that the student be readmitted for the upcoming school 
year.  If the school board or board of education or a committee of such 
board took the final action to expel the student, the student may be 
readmitted only by action of the board.  Otherwise the student may be 
readmitted by action of the Superintendent.

3. Suspension of Enforcement of an Expulsion:  Enforcement of an 
expulsion action may be suspended (i.e., "stayed") for a period of not 
more than one full semester in addition to the balance of the semester 
in which the expulsion takes effect, and as a condition of such suspended 
action, the student may be assigned to a school, class, or program/plan 
and to such other consequences which the school district deems 
appropriate.  

4. Alternative School or Pre-expulsion Procedures. The school shall 
either provide an alternative school, class or educational program for 
expelled students, or shall follow the pre-expulsion procedures outlined 
in NEB. REV. STAT. 79-266.

5. Conclusion of Expulsion.  At the conclusion of an expulsion, the school 
district will reinstate the student and accept nonduplicative, grade-
appropriate credits earned by the student during the term of expulsion 
from any Nebraska accredited institution or institution accredited by one 
of the six regional accrediting bodies in the United States.  

Grounds for Long-Term Suspension, Expulsion or Mandatory 
Reassignment: 

The following conduct constitutes grounds for long-term suspension, expulsion, 
or mandatory reassignment, subject to the procedural provisions of the 
Student Discipline Act, NEB. REV. STAT. § 79-254 through 79-296, when such 
activity occurs on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted 
by a school being used for a school purpose or in a vehicle being driven for a 
school purpose by a school employee or by his or her designee, or at a school-
sponsored activity or athletic event:
 
1. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, or similar conduct 

in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school 
purposes;



2. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, 
stealing or attempting to steal property of substantial value, or repeated 
damage or theft involving property;

3. Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to a school employee, to 
a school volunteer, or to any student. Personal injury caused by accident, 
self-defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it 
was necessary to protect some other person shall not constitute a 
violation of this subdivision;

4. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of or with the 
intent of obtaining money or anything of value from such student;

5. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material 
that is ordinarily or generally considered a weapon (see also board policy 
on weapons and firearms);

6. Engaging in the unlawful possession, selling, dispensing, or use of a 
controlled substance or an imitation controlled substance, as defined in 
section 28-401, a substance represented to be a controlled substance, 
or alcoholic liquor as defined in section 53-103.02 or being under the 
influence of a controlled substance or alcoholic liquor (note:  the term 
“under the influence” for school purposes has a less strict meaning than 
it does under criminal law; for school purposes, the term means any 
level of impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol on the breath 
or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the 
abuse of any material used as a stimulant);

7. Public indecency as defined in section 28-806, except that this 
prohibition shall apply only to students at least twelve years of age but 
less than nineteen years of age;

8. Engaging in bullying as defined in section 79-2,137 and in these policies;
9. Sexually assaulting or attempting to sexually assault any person if a 

complaint has been filed by a prosecutor in a court of competent 
jurisdiction alleging that the student has sexually assaulted or 
attempted to sexually assault any person, including sexual assaults or 
attempted sexual assaults which occur off school grounds not at a school 
function, activity, or event. For purposes of this subdivision, sexual 
assault means sexual assault in the first degree as defined in section 
28-319, sexual assault in the second degree as defined in section 28-
320, sexual assault of a child in the second or third degree as defined in 
section 28-320.01, or sexual assault of a child in the first degree as 
defined in section 28-319.01, as such sections now provide or may 
hereafter from time to time be amended;

10. Engaging in any other activity forbidden by the laws of the State of 
Nebraska which activity constitutes a danger to other students or 
interferes with school purposes; or 

11. A repeated violation of any of the following rules if such violations 
constitute a substantial interference with school purposes:



a. The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including 
gestures, which is profane or abusive to students or staff members.  
Profane or abusive language or conduct includes, but is not limited 
to, that which is commonly understood and intended to be 
derogatory toward a group or individual based upon race, gender, 
national origin, or religion;

b. Dressing or grooming in a manner which violates the school 
district’s dress code and/or is dangerous to the student's health 
and safety, a danger to the health and safety of others, or which 
is disruptive, distracting or indecent to the extent that it interferes 
with the learning and educational process;

c. Violating school bus rules as set by the school district or district 
staff;

d. Possessing, using, selling, or dispensing tobacco, drug 
paraphernalia, an electronic nicotine delivery system, or a tobacco 
imitation substance or packaging, regardless of form, including 
cigars, cigarettes, chewing tobacco, and any other form of tobacco, 
tobacco derivative product or imitation or electronic cigarettes, 
vapor pens, etc.;

e. Possessing, using, selling, or dispensing any drug paraphernalia 
or imitation of a controlled substance regardless of whether the 
actual substance possessed is a controlled substance by Nebraska 
law; 

f. Possession of pornography; 
g. Sexting or the possession of sexting images (a combination of sex 

and texting - the act of sending sexually explicit messages or 
photos electronically);

h. Engaging in hazing, defined as any activity expected of someone 
joining a group, team, or activity that humiliates, degrades or 
risks emotional and/or physical harm, regardless of the person's 
willingness to participate.  Hazing activities are generally 
considered to be:  physically abusive, hazardous, and/or sexually 
violating and include but are not limited to the following: personal 
servitude; sleep deprivation and restrictions on personal hygiene; 
yelling, swearing and insulting new members/rookies; being 
forced to wear embarrassing or humiliating attire in public; 
consumption of vile substances or smearing of such on one's skin; 
branding; physical beatings; binge drinking and drinking games; 
sexual simulation and sexual assault;

i. Bullying which shall include cyberbullying, defined as the use of 
the internet, including but not limited to social networking sites 
such as Facebook, cell phones or other devices to send, post or 
text message images and material intended to hurt or embarrass 
another person.  This may include, but is not limited to; continuing 



to send e-mail to someone who has said they want no further 
contact with the sender; sending or posting threats, sexual 
remarks or pejorative labels (i.e., hate speech); ganging up on 
victims by making them the subject of ridicule in forums, and 
posting false statements as fact intended to humiliate the victim; 
disclosure of personal data, such as the victim's real name, 
address, or school at websites or forums; posing as the identity of 
the victim for the purpose of publishing material in their name that 
defames or ridicules them; sending threatening and harassing text, 
instant messages or emails to the victims; and posting or sending 
rumors or gossip to instigate others to dislike and gang up on the 
target;

j. Violations of the district’s acceptable computer use policy; 
k. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or 

material that is ordinarily or generally considered a simulated or 
“look-a-like” weapon;

l. Using any object to simulate possession of a weapon; 
m.Knowingly making a false statement or knowingly submitting false 

information during the Title IX grievance process or any other 
school investigation or making a materially false statement in bad 
faith in the course of a Title IX grievance proceeding or any other 
school investigation;

n. Violation of the school’s audio and video recording policy; and
o. Any other violation of any board policy, handbook provision, or 

rule or regulation established by a school district staff member 
pursuant to authority delegated by the board.

 
Due Process Afforded to Students Facing Long-term Suspension or 
Expulsion

The following procedures shall be followed regarding any long-term 
suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment:

1. The decision to recommend discipline shall be made within two school 
days after learning of the alleged student misconduct.  On the date of 
the decision to discipline, the Principal shall file with the Superintendent 
a written charge and a summary of the evidence supporting such charge.  

2. The Principal shall serve the student and the student's parents or 
guardian with a written notice by registered or certified mail or personal 
service within two school days of the date of the decision to recommend 
long-term suspension or expulsion.  The notice shall include the 
following:



a. The rule or standard of conduct allegedly violated and the acts of 
the student alleged to constitute a cause for long-term suspension, 
expulsion, or mandatory reassignment, including a summary of 
the evidence to be presented against the student;

b. The penalty, if any, which the principal has recommended in the 
charge and any other penalty to which the student may be 
subject;

c. A statement that, before long-term suspension, expulsion, or 
mandatory reassignment can be invoked, the student has a right 
to a hearing, upon request, and that if the student is suspended 
pending the outcome of the hearing, the student may complete 
classwork and homework, including, but not limited to, 
examinations, missed during the period of suspension pursuant to 
district guidelines which shall not require the student to attend the 
school district's alternative programs for expelled students in 
order to complete classwork or;

d. A description of the hearing procedures provided by the act, along 
with procedures for appealing any decision rendered at the 
hearing;

e. A statement that the principal, legal counsel for the school, the 
student, the student's parent, or the student's representative or 
guardian has the right (i) to examine the student's academic and 
disciplinary records and any affidavits to be used at the hearing 
concerning the alleged misconduct and (ii) to know the identity of 
the witnesses to appear at the hearing and the substance of their 
testimony; and

f. A form on which the student, the student's parent, or the student's 
guardian may request a hearing, to be signed by such parties and 
delivered to the principal or superintendent in person or by 
registered or certified mail to the address provided on the form.

3. When a notice of intent to discipline a student by long-term suspension, 
expulsion, or mandatory reassignment is filed with the superintendent, 
the student may be suspended by the principal until the date the long-
term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment takes effect, if 
the principal determines that the student must be suspended 
immediately to prevent or substantially reduce the risk of (a) 
interference with an educational function or school purpose or (b) a 
personal injury to the student himself or herself, other students, school 
employees, or school volunteers.

4. Nothing in this policy shall preclude the student, student's parents, 
guardian or representative from discussing and settling the matter with 
appropriate school personnel prior to the time the long-term suspension, 
expulsion, or mandatory reassignment takes effect.



5. If a hearing is requested within five days after receipt of the notice, the 
Superintendent shall recommend appointment of a hearing examiner 
within two school days after receipt of the hearing request.  The student 
or the student’s parent or guardian may request designation of a hearing 
examiner other than the hearing examiner recommended by the 
superintendent if notice of the request is given to the superintendent 
within two school days after receipt of the superintendent’s 
recommended appointment.  Upon receiving such request, the 
superintendent must provide one alternative hearing examiner who is 
not an employee of the school district or otherwise currently under 
contract with the school district and whose impartiality may not 
otherwise be reasonably questioned.  The student or the student’s 
parent or guardian must, within five school days, select a hearing 
examiner to conduct the hearing who was recommended or provided as 
an alternative hearing examiner, and shall notify the superintendent in 
writing of the selection.  The superintendent must appoint the selected 
hearing examiner upon receipt of such notice.

6. The hearing examiner must, within two school days after being 
appointed, give written notice to the principal, the student, and the 
student’s parent or guardian of the time and place for the hearing.

7. The hearing shall be held within a period of five school days after 
appointment of the hearing examiner, but such time may be changed 
by the hearing examiner for good cause with consent of the parties. No 
hearing shall be held upon less than two school days' actual notice to 
the principal, the student, and the student's parent or guardian, except 
with the consent of all the parties. 

8. The principal or legal counsel for the school, the student, and the 
student's parent, guardian, or representative have the right to receive 
a copy of all records and written statements referred to in the Student 
Discipline Act as well as the statement of any witness in the possession 
of the school board or board of education no later than forty-eight hours 
prior to the hearing.

9. If a hearing is requested more than five school days following the receipt 
of the written notice, but not more than thirty calendar days after receipt, 
the Superintendent shall appoint a hearing examiner.  The hearing will 
be held according to the requirements of section 79-269.  The student 
shall be entitled to a hearing but the consequence imposed may 
continue in effect pending final determination.  

10. If a request for hearing is not received within thirty calendar days 
following the mailing or delivery of the written notice, the student shall 
not be entitled to a hearing.

In the event a hearing is requested, the hearing, hearing procedures, the 
student's rights and any appeals or judicial review permitted by law shall be 



governed by the applicable provisions of the Nebraska Student Discipline Act 
(NEB. REV. STAT. § 79-254 to 79-294).  

Reporting Requirement to Law Enforcement

Violations of this section will result in a report to law enforcement if: 

1. The violation includes possession of a firearm;
2. The violation results in child abuse;
3. It is a violation of the Nebraska Criminal Code that the administration 

believes cannot be adequately addressed solely by discipline from the 
school district;

4. It is a violation of the Nebraska Criminal Code that endangers the health 
and welfare of staff or students; 

5. It is a violation of the Nebraska Criminal Code that interferes with school 
purposes;

6. The report is required or requested by law enforcement or the county 
attorney.

Adopted on: 1-14-2020
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________
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5045
Student Fees

The school district shall provide free instruction in accordance with the 
Nebraska State Constitution and the Nebraska statutes.  The district also 
provides activities, programs, and services that extend beyond the minimum 
level of constitutionally required free instruction.  Under the Public Elementary 
and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act, the district is permitted to 
charge students fees for these activities or to require students to provide 
specialized equipment and attire for certain purposes.  This policy is subject 
to further interpretation or guidance by administrative or board regulations.  
Students are encouraged to contact their building administration, their 
teachers or their coaches, and sponsors for further specifics. 

A. Definitions.

1. “Students” means students, their parents, guardians or 
other legal representatives.

2. “Extracurricular activities” means student activities or 
organizations that (1) are supervised or administered by the 
district; (2) do not count toward graduation or advancement 
between grades; and (3) are not otherwise required by the 
district.

3. “Post-secondary education costs” means tuition and other 
fees associated with obtaining credit from a post-secondary 
educational institution.  

B. Listing of Fees Charged by this District.

1. Guidelines for Clothing Required for Specified Courses and 
Activities.

Students are responsible for complying with the district’s grooming and 
attire guidelines and for furnishing all clothing required for any special 
programs, courses or activities in which they participate.  The teacher, coach, 
or sponsor of the activity will provide students with written guidelines that 
detail any special clothing requirements and explain why the special clothing 
is required for the specific program, course or activity.
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2. Safety Equipment and Attire.

The district will provide students with all safety equipment and attire 
that is required by law.  Building administrators will assure that (a) such 
equipment is available in the appropriate classes and areas of the school 
buildings, (b) teachers are directed to instruct students in the use of such 
devices, and (c) students use the devices as required.  Students are 
responsible for using the devices safely and as instructed.  

3. Personal or Consumable Items.

The district does not provide students with personal or consumable 
items for participation in courses and activities including, but not limited to, 
pencils, paper, pens, erasers and notebooks.  Students who wish to supply 
their own personal or consumable items may do so, as long as those items 
comply with the requirements of the district.  The district will provide students 
with facilities, equipment, materials and supplies, including books.  Students 
are responsible for the careful and appropriate use of such property.  Students 
will be charged for damage to school property caused by the student and will 
be held responsible for the reasonable replacement cost of any school property 
that they lose.

4. Materials Required for Course Projects.

The district will provide students with the materials necessary to 
complete all basic curricular projects.  In courses where students choose to 
produce a project that requires materials beyond the basic materials provided 
by the district, the students will furnish the materials, purchase the materials 
from the school, or purchase the materials from an outside vendor with an 
order form provided by the school. 

5. Technological Devices

The district will provide students with the technological devices 
necessary to complete all basic curricular projects.  To the extent that a 
student is not required by the district’s curriculum to utilize a device off district 
property, the district may charge students a convenience fee to take the 
device off district property.  The maximum dollar amount of this convenience 
fee charged by the district will be $50.00.   

As with all school property, students may be charged for damage to such 
devices.  To protect against such potential losses, students and parents may, 
but are not required, to purchase insurance coverage for the devices. The 
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district may also charge a damage deposit which will be returned or may be 
rolled to cover the damage deposit for the next year if it is not needed to cover 
the costs of any damage to the device.  The maximum dollar amount of this 
damage deposit will be $50.00.

6. Extracurricular Activities.

The district may charge students a fee to participate in extracurricular 
activities to cover the district’s reasonable costs in offering such activities.  
The district may require students to furnish specialized equipment and 
clothing that is required for participation in extracurricular activities, or may 
charge a reasonable fee for the use of district-owned equipment or attire.  
Attached to this policy is a list of the fees charged for particular activities.  The 
coach or sponsor will provide students with additional written guidelines 
detailing the fees charged, the equipment and/or clothing required, or the 
usage fee charged.  The guidelines will explain the reasons that fees, 
equipment and/or clothing are required for the activity.

The following list details the maximum dollar amount of all 
extracurricular activities fees and the specifications for any equipment or attire 
required for participation in extracurricular activities:

Student activity card (covers 
admission to all extracurricular 
events) $30.00
Student participation fee (required 
of all students who participate in 
athletics and/or other 
extracurricular activities) $0
Future Business Leaders of America

$100.00
National Honor Society

$100.00
Cheerleading, Drill Team, Flag Corps

Students must purchase uniforms 
and shoes selected by the sponsor 
and/or student group.  The 
maximum dollar amount charged by 
the school district for these items 
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will be: $1,000.00
Football

Students must provide their own 
football shoes, undergarments, and 
mouthguards

$0
Golf

Students must provide their own 
golf shoes, undergarments, and 
clubs $0
Softball 

Students must provide their own 
shoes, gloves, and undergarments $0
Track, Volleyball, and Wrestling

Students must provide their own 
shoes and undergarments $0
Science Club

$50.00
Art Club

$50.00
Future Farmers of America 

Students must purchase their own 
jackets and pay dues $200.00
Industrial Technology Classes

$200.00
Spanish Club

$50.00

7. Post-Secondary Education Costs.

Some students enroll in postsecondary courses while still enrolled in the 
district’s high school.  As a general rule, students must pay all costs associated 
with such post-secondary courses.  However, for a course in which students 
receive high school credit or a course being taken as part of an approved 
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accelerated or differentiated curriculum program, the district shall offer the 
course without charge for tuition, transportation, books, or other fees.  
Students who choose to apply for post-secondary education credit for these 
courses must pay tuition and all other fees associated with obtaining credits 
from a post-secondary educational institution.  The costs of these items will 
naturally vary, but the maximum dollar amount of the fee is anticipated to be 
$1,500 per course.

    
8. Transportation Costs.

The district will charge students reasonable fees for transportation 
services provided by the district to the extent permitted by federal and state 
statutes and regulations.

The maximum dollar amount of the transportation fee charged by this 
district shall be $100.00.

9. Copies of Student Files or Records.

The district will charge a fee for making copies of a student’s files or 
records for the parents or guardians of such student.  The Superintendent or 
the Superintendent’s designee shall establish a schedule of student record 
fees.  Parents of students have the right to inspect and review the students’ 
files or records without the payment of a fee, and the district shall not charge 
a fee to search for or retrieve any student’s files or records.

The district will charge a fee of $0.15 per page for reproduction of 
student records.

    
  10. Participation in Before-and-After-School or Pre-

Kindergarten Services.

The district will charge reasonable fees for participation in before-and-
after school or pre-kindergarten services offered by the district pursuant to 
statute.

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for these services 
shall be $0.

11. Participation in Summer School or Night School.
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    The district will charge reasonable fees for participation in summer 
school or night school and may charge reasonable fees for correspondence 
courses. 

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for summer and 
night school shall be $0.

    
12. Charges for Food Consumed by Students.

The district will charge for items that students purchase from the 
district’s breakfast and lunch programs.  The fees charged for these items will 
be set according to applicable federal and state statutes and regulations.  The 
district will charge students for the cost of food, beverages, and the like that 
students purchase from a school store, vending machine, booster club or from 
similar sources.  Students may be required to bring money or food for field 
trip lunches and similar activities.

The maximum dollar amount charged by the district for the breakfast and lunch 
programs is as follows:

▪ Breakfast Program – Grades PK-12
o Regular Price $2.35
o Reduced Price $0.30

▪ Lunch Program – Grades PK-6
o Regular Price $3.25
o Reduced Price $0.40

▪ Lunch Program – Grades 7-12
o Regular Price $3.35
o Reduced Price $0.40

13. Charges for Musical Extracurricular Activities.

Students who qualify for fee waivers under this policy will be provided, 
at no charge, the use of a musical instrument in optional music courses that 
are not extracurricular activities.  For musical extracurricular activities, the 
school district will require students to provide the following equipment and/or 
attire: 

Band The school will provide students 
with an instrument, along with 
supplies to maintain and play the 
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instrument. Instruments will be 
supplied on a first come, first sere 
basis based on available inventory.

Band Uniforms: The school will 
provide band uniforms, shoes, and 
hats free of change to high school 
students.

Stage Band: The school will provide 
a stage band t-shirt. Students must 
provide black shoes, black socks, 
and black pants.

Swing Choir Students must purchase outfits and 
shoes selected by the sponsor 
and/or student group. The 
maximum dollar amount charged by 
the district for these materials will 
be $200.00

14. Contributions for Junior and Senior Class Extracurricular 
Activities.  

Students are eligible to participate in a number of unique extracurricular 
activities during their last two years in high school, including prom, various 
senior recognitions, and graduation.  In order to fund these extracurricular 
activities, the school district will ask each student to make a contribution to 
their class’s fund. This contribution is completely voluntary.  Students who 
chose not to contribute to the class fund are still eligible to participate in the 
extra activities.  The suggested donation to the class fund will be $25.00.

C. Waiver Policy.

Students who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches under United 
States Department of Agriculture child nutrition programs shall be provided a 
fee waiver or be provided the necessary materials or equipment without 
charge for (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) materials for 
course projects, and (3) the use of a musical instrument in optional music 
courses that are not extracurricular activities.  Actual participation in the free 
or reduced-price lunch program is not required to qualify for the waivers 
provided in this section.  The district is not obligated to provide any particular 
type or quality of equipment or other material to eligible students.  Students 
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who wish to be considered for waiver of a particular fee must submit a 
completed fee waiver application to their building principal.

D. Distribution of Policy.

This policy will be published in the Student Handbook or its equivalent 
that will be provided to students at no cost.

E. Voluntary Contributions to Defray Costs.

The district will, when appropriate, request donations of money, 
materials, equipment or attire from parents, guardians and other members of 
the community to defray the costs of providing certain services and activities 
to students.  These requests are not requirements and staff members of the 
district are directed to clearly communicate that fact to students, parents and 
patrons.

F. Fund-Raising Activities

Students may be permitted or required to engage in fund-raising 
activities to support various curricular and extracurricular activities in which 
they participate.  Students who decline to participate in fund-raising activities 
are not eligible under this policy for waiver of the costs or fees which the fund-
raising activity was meant to defray.  

G. Student Fee Fund.

The school board hereby establishes a Student Fee Fund.  The Student 
Fee Fund shall be a separate school district fund that will not be funded by tax 
revenue, and that will serve a depository for all monies collected from students 
for (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) post-secondary education 
costs, and (3) summer school or night school courses.  Monies in the Student 
Fee Fund shall be expended only for the purposes for which they were 
collected from students.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: 6-13-2022
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5049
Firearms and Weapons 

Weapons.  No student may possess, handle, or transmit any weapon while 
on school grounds or at any school activity or event off school grounds except 
as permitted by this policy.  No visitor under the age of 18 may possess, 
handle, or transmit any weapon while on school grounds or at any school 
activity or event off school grounds except as permitted by this policy.  
Definition of Weapon.  The term “weapon” means any object, device, 
instrument, material, or substance which is capable of causing injury in the 
manner it is used or intended to be used.  

Firearms.  No person may bring, possess, handle or transmit a firearm on 
school grounds, in a school owned vehicle, or at a school activity or event off 
school grounds, except as permitted by this policy.  Definition of Firearm.  
The term “firearm, as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921, means any weapon (including 
a starter gun) which will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel 
a projectile by the action of an explosive, the frame or receiver of any such 
weapon, any firearm muffler or firearm silencer, or any destructive device 
(excluding an antique firearm).

Exceptions Regarding Firearms.  The prohibition against firearms does not 
apply to:

1. The issuance of firearms to or possession by members of the armed 
forces of the United States, active or reserve, National Guard of this 
State, or Reserve Officers Training Corps or peace officers or other duly 
authorized law enforcement officers when on duty or training; or 

2. Firearms that may lawfully be possessed by a person who is receiving 
instruction at the school under the immediate supervision of an adult 
instructor; 

3. Firearms which may lawfully be possessed by a person for the purpose 
of using them, with the approval of the school, in a historical 
reenactment, in a hunter education program, or as part of an honor 
guard;

4. Firearms contained within a private vehicle operated by a nonstudent 
adult that are not loaded and are encased or are in a locked firearm 
rack that is on a motor vehicle; or
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5. A handgun carried as a concealed handgun by a nonstudent adult in a 
vehicle or on his or her person while riding in or on a vehicle into or onto 
any parking area, which is open to the public and used by the school if, 
prior to exiting the vehicle, the handgun is locked inside the glove box, 
trunk, or other compartment of the vehicle, a storage box securely 
attached to the vehicle, or, if the vehicle is a motorcycle, a hardened 
compartment securely attached to the motorcycle while the vehicle is in 
or on such parking area, except as prohibited by federal law.  

Definition of Encased.  The term “encased” means enclosed in a case 
that is expressly made for the purpose of containing a firearm and that 
is completely zipped, snapped, buckled, tied, or otherwise fastened with 
no part of the firearm exposed.  

Exceptions for Students.  The only exceptions for a student to bring or 
possess a weapon, including a firearm, are as follows:

 1. The firearm or weapon has been brought to school grounds or to an 
activity or event off school grounds for some educational purpose; 

 2. The person bringing the firearm or weapon has requested and received 
the prior approval of both the instructor and the building principal to do 
so; and

3. All arrangements to use and store the firearm or weapon safely while it 
is on school premises have been agreed to and carried out.

Consequences - Firearm.   Any student who brings a firearm, as that term 
is defined in 18 United States Code 921, to school will be expelled from school 
for one calendar year.  The superintendent of schools and the board of 
education shall have the authority to modify the expulsion requirement on a 
case-by-case basis.

Consequences – Weapon.  State law and this policy provide that any 
student who violates this policy by knowingly bringing, possessing, handling 
or transmitting a weapon, other than a firearm, on school grounds, in a school 
owned vehicle, or at a school activity or event off school grounds may be 
suspended on a long-term basis, mandatorily reassigned, or expelled for the 
remainder of the school year in which the expulsion takes effect (if the 
misconduct occurs during the first semester) or the remainder of the second 
semester, summer school, and the first semester of the following school year 
(if the misconduct occurs during the second semester).  



Page 3 of 3

Confiscation of Firearms.  Administrative and teaching personnel are 
statutorily authorized, without a warrant, to confiscate any firearm possessed 
in violation of this policy.  By statute, any firearm that is confiscated by school 
personnel shall be delivered to a peace officer as soon as practicable.  Such 
firearms are subject to being destroyed by law enforcement authorities.

Report to Law Enforcement Authorities.  All school personnel are required 
to report any violation of this policy to a principal or the superintendent of 
schools.  Pursuant to state and federal law, school personnel are required to 
report to law enforcement authorities when a student brings a firearm or 
weapon to school.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________
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5052
School Wellness Policy 

The school district is committed to providing a school environment that 
enhances learning and the development of lifelong wellness.  The goals 
outlined in this policy were determined and selected after reviewing and 
considering evidence-based strategies.*

1. Goals for Nutrition Promotion and Education

a. The district will promote healthy food and beverage choices 
for all students, as well as encourage participation in school 
meal programs by such methods as implementing evidence-
based healthy food promotion techniques through the 
school meal programs and promoting foods and beverages 
that meet or exceed the USDA Smart Snacks in School 
nutrition standards.
  

b. The health curriculum will include information on good 
nutrition and healthy living habits. 

c. Teachers will incorporate information on nutrition and 
wellness into the classroom curriculum as appropriate.

d. The district will collaborate with public and private entities 
to promote student wellness.
 

e. Water will be made available to students throughout the 
school day.

 
2. Goals for Physical Activity

a. The school district’s curriculums shall include instruction on 
physical activity and habits for healthy living.

b. Students will be encouraged to engage in physical activities 
throughout the school day and will be provided with 
opportunities to do so.

c. The district encourages parents and guardians to support 
their children's participation in physical activity, to be 
physically active role models, and to include physical activity 
in family events.



Page 2 of 6

3. Goals for Other School-Based Activities Designed to 
Promote Student Wellness  

a. The district will participate in state and federal child nutrition 
programs as appropriate.

b. The district will provide professional development, support, 
and resources for staff about student wellness.

c. Students will be provided sufficient time in which to eat 
school-provided meals.

d. The district’s lunchrooms will be attractive and well-lighted.

e. The district will allow other health-related entities to use 
school facilities for activities such as health clinics and 
screenings so long as the activities meet the district’s 
requirements and criteria for the use of facilities.  
 

f. The district may partner with other individuals or entities in 
the community to support the implementation of this policy.

g. The district will strive to provide physical activity breaks for 
all students, recess for elementary students, and before and 
after school activities, as well as encourage students to use 
active transport (walking, biking, etc.)

h. The district will use evidence-based strategies to develop, 
structure, and support student wellness.  

4. Standards and Nutrition Guidelines for All Foods and 
Beverages Sold to Students on the School Campus and 
During the School Day

a. The district will ensure that student access to foods and 
beverages meet federal, state and local laws and guidelines 
including, but not limited to: 

i. USDA National School Lunch and School Breakfast 
nutrition standards

ii. USDA Smart Snacks in School nutrition standards.
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b. The district will offer students a variety of age-appropriate, 
healthy food and beverage selections with plenty of fruits, 
vegetables, and whole grains aimed at meeting the nutrition 
needs of students within their calorie requirements in order 
to promote student health and reduce childhood obesity.

5. Standards for All Foods and Beverages Provided, But Not 
Sold to Students During the School Day

The district may provide a list of healthy party ideas or food and 
beverage alternatives to parents, teachers, and students for classroom 
parties, rewards and incentives, or classroom snacks.  The district 
discourages the use of food and beverages as a reward or incentive for 
performance or behavior.

6. Food and Beverage Marketing

Marketing and advertising is only allowed on school grounds or at school 
activities for foods and beverages that meet or exceed the USDA Smart 
Snacks in School nutrition standards, except as follows:

a. This requirement does not apply to marketing that occurs at 
events outside of school hours such as after school sporting 
or any other events, including school fundraising events.

 
b. The district will not immediately replace menu boards, 

coolers, tray liners, beverage cups, and other food service 
equipment with depictions of noncompliant products or 
logos to comply with the new USDA Smart Snacks in Schools 
nutrition requirements.  All previously purchased products 
will be used, and all existing contracts honored. 

c. All equipment that currently displays noncompliant 
marketing materials will not be removed or replaced (e.g., 
a score board with a Coca-Cola logo).  However, as the 
district reviews and considers new contracts, and as 
scoreboards or other such durable equipment are replaced 
or updated over time, any products that are marketed and 
advertised will meet or exceed the USDA Smart Snacks in 
School nutrition standards

7. Public Participation 
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Parents, students, representatives of the school food authority, 
teachers, school health professionals, board members, school 
administrators, and members of the general public shall be allowed to 
provide their input to the school district during the wellness policy 
adoption and review process.

8. Competitive Foods (Includes Food and Beverages Sold in 
Vending Machines, School Stores, Fundraisers or in 
Competition with the National School Lunch and Breakfast 
Programs)

a. Except as otherwise allowed by the Nebraska Department of 
Education (NDE), all foods and beverages sold during the 
school day as part of a fundraiser or for any other purpose 
in competition with the National School Lunch and Breakfast 
Programs must meet the nutrition standards of those 
programs.  

b. Fundraiser food or beverages are NOT exempt from the 
USDA Smart Snacks in School nutrition standards. 
Therefore, if food is sold as a fundraiser: 

(1) It shall not be sold in competition with school 
meals in the food service area during the meal service.

(2) It shall not be sold or otherwise made available to 
students anywhere on school premises during the 
period beginning one half hour prior to the serving 
period for breakfast and/or lunch and lasting until one 
half hour after the serving of breakfast and/or lunch.

(3) The sale of food items during the school day shall 
meet the USDA Smart Snacks in School nutrition 
requirements

(4) This restriction does not apply to food sold during 
non-school hours, weekends, and off-campus 
fundraising events such as concessions during after-
school sporting events, school plays or concerts; or to 
bulk food items that are sold for consumption at 
home. (Ex: frozen pizzas, cookie dough tubs, etc.)

9. Triennial Assessment
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The school board shall assess and review this policy at least every three 
years to determine:

a. Compliance with this policy;

b. How this policy compares to NDE model wellness policies;

c. Progress made in attaining the goals of this policy.

The school board will update or modify this policy as appropriate.

10. Public Notice

In addition to identifying the topic on its meeting agenda as required by 
the Open Meetings Act, the school district will provide notice of this 
policy at least annually to the public and other stakeholders identified in 
this policy by one or more of the following methods:  on its webpage, in 
its newsletter, in the student and employee handbooks, newspaper 
advertisements, direct mailings, electronic mail, and public postings.  

In addition to identifying the topic on its meeting agenda as required by 
the Open Meetings Act, the school district will provide notice of the 
Triennial Assessment and progress reports towards meeting the goals 
in this policy using one or more of those same methods.

11. Recordkeeping

The District will retain records to document compliance with the 
requirements of the wellness policy at its central office.

12. Operational Responsibility  

The superintendent is responsible for coordinating the implementation 
of this policy and for monitoring the district’s progress in meeting the 
goals established by this policy.  The superintendent will periodically 
report to the board on the district’s progress in implementing this policy.

* These strategies include, but are not necessarily limited to, 
those cited in the Alliance for a Healthier Generation’s Model 
Wellness Policy (Updated June 2020 to Reflect the USDA Final 
Rule) found at https://api.healthiergeneration.org/resource/2.  

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
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Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: 2-12-2023



5062
Lice and Nits

Upon discovering the presence of live lice or louse eggs, the school will notify 
the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s).  The student will be isolated from 
contact with other students and their belongings, and a parent or guardian 
must pick the child up from school immediately.

By Nebraska DHHS regulation, students are not permitted to return to school 
until the student is treated such that no live lice or louse eggs can be detected.  
The parent(s) or guardian(s) will be required to treat the student and 
accompany the student to school to be examined.  The student cannot ride 
the school bus until the district has cleared the student to return to school.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



5064
Supplement, Not Supplant

The district will use Title I, Title II, Title IV, and any other funds subject 
to Supplement, Not Supplant requirements as required by law.  The 
district will use said funds to Supplement, Not Supplant, state and local 
funds that would, in the absence of such funds, be spent on Title 
programs.  The district will ensure that Title funds will not be used to 
provide services which otherwise take the place of public education 
services that are to be provided to all students.

The district maintains records of the professional development provided 
at the district level that is funded with Title funds. The Superintendent 
will ensure that professional development is aligned with the needs of 
the district's Title programs. Title professional development will not 
duplicate that which the district provides for non-Title purposes which, 
in the absence of Title funds, would be provided to all staff.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



6003
Instructional Program

1. The minimum number of instructional hours in the school year will be 
1,080 for grades 9 through 12, 1,032 for grades 1 through 8, and 400 
for kindergarten, exclusive of lunchtime.

2. The district may establish special programs for individual students that 
may deviate from these requirements.  All special programs must either 
be adopted pursuant to applicable law or approved by the 
superintendent in advance.  Prior to the district’s commencement of a 
specialized program, the district will provide the student’s parents or 
guardians with notice of the program.    

3. The board, acting with the advice of the administration and certificated 
staff, will adopt a curriculum and procure textbooks and materials to 
support that curriculum.  The administration and certificated staff will 
design instructional strategies and assessments to implement the 
curriculum.  

4. To the extent possible, practice for, travel to, and participation in 
activities sponsored by the Nebraska School Activities Association and 
the Nebraska Department of Education will be scheduled outside of 
instructional time.  Individual student absences because of illness or 
family-centered activities will be governed by district attendance 
policies. 

5. The board intends to strike a sensible balance between the time spent 
on academics and time spent on extra-curricular activities, 
acknowledging that both work and play are important in each student’s 
total development and education.

Adopted on: 2-11-2019
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



6005
Academic Credits and Graduation  

Graduation from Southern High School requires that students must earn all 
credit hours before the time of graduation.  Students will not be permitted to 
participate in Commencement Exercises if they have not successfully 
completed all credit hours and paid all bills before the Commencement 
Exercises.  Students must have completed 230 credit hours including credits 
in required areas as listed below:

English 40 credits
Mathematics 30 credits
Science 30 credits
Social Studies 30 credits
Personal Finance 10 credits
Physical Education/Health 10 credits
Vocational Education (Ag. or Business Classes) 10 credits
Computer Science & Technology (2027-2028 SY) 5   credits
Fine Arts 5   credits

Remaining credits are considered to be electives and may be chosen by the 
student.

Adopted on: 2-11-2019
Revised on: 6-12-2023
Reviewed on: ________________________



6038
Artificial Intelligence

As used in this policy, artificial intelligence tools (“AI Tools”) mean machine-
based resources that use computer science, algorithms, large language 
models, and/or machine learning to perform tasks, answer questions, collect 
information, and respond to human-directed tasks, queries, and objectives.  
AI Tools include, but are not necessarily limited to, commercially-available 
resources like ChaptGPT, Google Bard, and other chatbots.

The board recognizes that among other resources, when properly used, AI 
Tools may provide valuable source information to students and teachers in 
relation to the district’s academic curriculum and assignments.  Student use 
of AI Tools should focus on using such tools as a resource and for background 
material, rather than using the AI Tools to complete the assignment.  
Therefore, AI Tools may only be used by students in accordance with the 
following requirements:

1. Unless an individual teacher affirmatively communicates to students 
that AI Tools may be used for a specific assignment, then AI Tools may 
not be used.  Individual teachers will decide for each individual 
assignment the extent to which students may use AI Tools for such 
assignment.  Teachers are encouraged to make such a decision in 
advance of students being given the individual assignment in question.

2. Teachers will communicate to all students responsible for completing an 
assignment the extent to which such students may use AI Tools in 
connection with such assignment.  Teachers will endeavor to include in 
such communications examples of permissible and impermissible uses 
of AI Tools.

3. If a student uses any AI Tools in connection with a school assignment, 
the student must comply with the following:

a. The student must explicitly disclose to the teacher in writing that 
the student used an AI Tool and the specific AI Tool used.

b. In any student work (whether hard copy, electronic, digital, or 
otherwise), the student shall give proper attribution to the AI 
Tool(s) used to the same extent that students are expected to 
give proper attribution to other sources of information such as 
books, texts, encyclopedias, secondary sources, and other 
traditional media.  Such attribution may include, but is not 



necessarily limited to, accurate quotations, citations, footnotes, 
endnotes, and/or bibliography entries.

c. In no instance may the output from one or more AI Tools be copied 
and placed within a student’s work as if the student wrote such 
section himself or herself.  For example and not limitation, 
students may not outsource the organization or the writing of any 
written work to any AI Tool.

4. A student’s failure to meet the requirements stated in this policy will 
constitute a violation of the district’s prohibitions against cheating 
plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty, including but not necessarily 
limited to such prohibitions stated in the Student Handbook, which 
violation will subject the student to discipline up to and including 
expulsion.

5. The student requirements stated above are the minimum requirements 
for any student assignment.  An individual teacher may impose more 
stringent requirements for any specific academic assignment or 
coursework.

Adopted on: 6-12-2023
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: ________________________
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5001
Compulsory Attendance and Excessive Absenteeism

Required Attendance 

Every person residing in the school district who has legal or actual charge or 
control of any child who is of mandatory attendance age shall cause that child 
to attend a public or private school regularly unless the child has graduated 
from high school or has been allowed to disenroll pursuant to this policy.

Mandatory Attendance Age

All children who are or will turn six years old before January 1 of the current 
school year are of mandatory attendance age.  Children who have not turned 
eighteen years of age are of mandatory attendance age.  

Exceptions

This policy does not apply when attendance is made impossible or 
impracticable by severe weather conditions or by the temporary illness of the 
student or a child whom the student is parenting. 

A child who will not reach age 7 before January 1 of the current school year 
may be excused from mandatory attendance if the child’s parent or guardian 
completes an affidavit affirming that alternative educational arrangements 
have been made for the child.  A copy of the required affidavit is attached to 
this policy.

Discontinuing Enrollment – 5 Year Old Students

The person seeking to discontinue the enrollment of a student who will not 
reach six years of age prior to January 1 of the current school year shall submit 
a signed, written request and to the superintendent using the form which is 
attached to this policy.  The school district may request written verification or 
documentation that the person signing the form has legal or actual charge or 
control of the student.  The school district shall discontinue the enrollment of 
any student who satisfies these requirements.  Any student whose enrollment 
is discontinued under this subsection shall not be eligible to reenroll in this 
school district until the beginning of the following school year unless otherwise 
required by law.   
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Discontinuing Enrollment – 16 and 17 Year Old Students

Only children who are at least 16 years of age may be disenrolled from the 
district.  The person seeking to discontinue the child’s enrollment shall submit 
a signed, written request and submit it to the superintendent using the form 
which is attached to this policy.  The district will follow the procedures outlined 
on the attached form in considering requests to disenroll.

Only children disenrolling to attend a non-accredited school may be exempt 
from this policy.  The person with legal or actual charge or control of the child 
must provide the superintendent with a copy of the signed request submitted 
to the State Department of Education for attending non-accredited schools.  
The superintendent may confirm the validity of the submission with the State 
Department of Education.

Attendance Officer

Each building principal is designated as an attendance officer for the district.  
Each building principal, at his or her discretion, may delegate these 
responsibilities to any other qualified individual.  The attendance officer is 
responsible for enforcing the provisions of state law relating to compulsory 
attendance.  This responsibility includes but is not limited to filing a report 
with the county attorney of the county in which a student resides. 
Compensation for the duties of attendance officer is included in the salary for 
the superintendent or designee.

Excused Absences

The following absences will be considered excused if they are confirmed by 
communication to the school from the student's parent/guardian:

1. Physical or mental illness of the student (a physician’s verification is 
required after four (4) consecutive days of absence for illness) 

2. Severe weather

3. Medical appointments for the student

4. Death or serious illness of the student’s family member 
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5. Attending a funeral, wedding or graduation 

6. Appearance at court or for other legal matters
 

7. Observance of religious holidays of the student's own faith
 
8. College planning visits

 
9. Personal or family vacations

Excessive Absenteeism 

When a student receives 5 unexcused absences or the hourly equivalent in 
any semester, the Attendance Officer will follow the attached procedure for 
addressing barriers to the student’s attendance.

When a student is absent more than twenty days per year or the hourly 
equivalent and any portion of the absences is unexcused, the Attendance 
Officer may file a report with the county attorney of the county in which the 
student resides.  For example, if the student accumulates 23 days of excused 
absences due to documented illness and is tardy one time, the Attendance 
Officer must file a report with the appropriate county attorney.

Adopted on: 12-10-2018
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: 6-13-2022
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Disenrollment of Five-Year-Old Child
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I,__________________, am the parent or legal guardian of  
__________________, and have legal authority to make education decisions 
regarding the student.  My child resides in the ______________________ 
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private, 
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for 
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes. 

I certify that the child was born on (date) ___________________, is five 
years old, and will not reach the age of six years old prior to January 1 of the 
____-____ school year.  I am disenrolling my child pursuant to section 79-
201 of the Nebraska statutes and district policy.  I understand that my student 
whose enrollment is discontinued using this form shall not be eligible to 
reenroll in this school district until the beginning of the following school year 
unless otherwise required by law.   

Printed Name of parent or guardian: _______________________________
Relationship to Student: _________________________________________
Address: _____________________ Phone Number: (____) ____________

Signature of parent or guardian: __________________________________ 

Signature of student: _________________________________________
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF __________)
 ) ss.

STATE OF NEBRASKA  )

Signed in my presence and sworn to this ___ day of _____________, 201__.

______________________
Notary Public



Page 5 of 9

Alternative Educational Arrangements for Six-Year-Old Child
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, __________________,  am the parent or legal guardian of  
__________________, and have legal authority to make education decisions 
regarding the student.  My child resides in the ______________________ 
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private, 
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for 
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes. 

I certify that the child was born on (date) ___________________, is six years 
old, and will not reach the age of seven years old prior to January 1 of the 
____-____ school year.  I am not enrolling my child this school year because:

Please check one of the following:
____ The child is participating in an education program that I believe will 
prepare the child to enter grade one for the following school year.

____ I intend the child to participate in a school which has elected or will elect, 
pursuant to section 79-1601 of the Nebraska statutes, not to meet 
accreditation or approval requirements; and I intend to provide the 
Commissioner of Education with the required statement to that effect on or 
before the child’s seventh birthday.  

Printed Name of parent or guardian: _______________________________
Relationship to Student: _________________________________________
Address: _____________________ Phone Number: (____) ____________

Signature of parent or guardian: __________________________________ 

Signature of student: _________________________________________
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF __________)
 ) ss.

STATE OF NEBRASKA  )

Signed in my presence and sworn to this ___ day of _____________, 201__.
______________________
Notary Public
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Disenrollment of Child Between 16 and 18 Years of Age
Attendance Affidavit of Parent/Guardian and Student

I, __________________ am the parent or legal guardian of 
__________________, and have legal authority to make education decisions 
regarding the student.  My child resides in the _____________________ 
School District but will not be enrolled in and regularly attend a public, private, 
denominational, or parochial day school which meets the requirements for 
legal operation in Chapter 79 of the Nebraska statutes because illness makes 
attendance impossible or impracticable, or because financial hardships make 
it necessary for the child to be employed to support the child’s family. 

I certify that the child was born on (date) ___________________, and is 16 
or 17 years old.  I authorize and direct the school district to discontinue the 
child’s enrollment pursuant to section 79-202 of the Nebraska statutes.  I 
understand that state law requires an exit interview as part of the 
disenrollment process.  I agree to attend an exit interview scheduled by the 
superintendent’s office at a date to be determined.  My child will attend the 
exit interview unless unable to do so due to illness.  

Printed Name of parent or guardian: _______________________________
Relationship to Student: _________________________________________
Address: _____________________ Phone Number: (____) _____________

Signature of parent or guardian: __________________________________ 

Signature of student: ___________________________________________
(not required if the student is too ill to attend)

COUNTY OF __________)
                                    ) ss.
STATE OF NEBRASKA     )

Signed in my presence and sworn to this ___ day of _____________, 201__.

______________________
Notary Public
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Collaborative Plan Addressing Barriers to Attendance

Student Name: __________________________Student Grade: _________

Building Assignment: __________________ 

Classroom/Homeroom Teacher: __________________

Number of student absences at time of meeting: _________

What are the primary reasons the student has been absent:

Based on that information, meeting participants considered the following 
issues:

� Illness related to the physical, mental, or behavioral health of the child

� Educational Counseling

� Referral to community agencies for economic services

� Family or individual counseling

� Assisting the family in working with other community services

� Referral to restorative justice practices or services

� Referral to student assistance team for possible Section 504 or IDEA 
eligibility

� Other: ___________________________

Attendance Plan

Based on the above considerations, this attendance plan will be put into 
place:

Steps to be taken by school staff:  

Steps to be taken by student:
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Steps to be taken by parent/guardian:

Steps to be taken by third parties:  

Parent/Guardian*: __________________________________________

Student: _________________________________________________

Attendance Officer: _________________________________________

Social Worker or School Administrator: __________________________

Other (indicate title): ___________________________________________

Other (indicate title): ___________________________________________ 

Other (indicate title): ___________________________________________ 

Other (indicate title): ___________________________________________

Notice to family: Nebraska law requires students to be in attendance at 
school each day that such school is open and in session, except when 
excused by school authorities or when illness or severe weather conditions 
make attendance impossible or impracticable.  Nebraska law also requires 
school officials to investigate any possible violation of this requirement.  
Please note that if your student accrues more absences than are 
allowed by the board of education’s policy, the school district may 
refer the child to the county attorney for action under Neb. Rev. Stat. 
§ 43-247(3)(a) and (b).

I have received a copy of this Plan, including the above notice:

Parent/Guardian*: __________________________________________

Student: _________________________________________________
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*If parents/guardians are not present at the meeting, please attach 
documentation showing that the school made reasonable efforts to invite the 
parents.  
*If parents/guardians are not present at the meeting, please attach 
documentation showing that the school made reasonable efforts to invite the 
parents.  



5054
Student Bullying

Definition of Bullying. Nebraska statute defines bullying as “an 
ongoing pattern of physical, verbal or electronic abuse.”  The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention defines bullying as “any unwanted 
aggressive behavior(s) by another youth or group of youths who are not 
siblings or current dating partners that involves an observed or 
perceived power imbalance and is repeated multiple times or is highly 
likely to be repeated.”  The school district’s administrators will consider 
these definitions when determining whether any specific situation 
constitutes bullying.  These definitions include both in-person and 
cyberbullying behaviors. 

Bullying Prohibited.  Students are prohibited from engaging in any 
form of bullying behavior. 

Reporting Bullying.  Students who experience or observe bullying 
behavior must immediately report what happened to a teacher or 
administrator.  Students can use the district’s anonymous platform Safe 
Schools Alert to make this report.  Students may always confer with 
their parents or guardians about bullying they experience or witness, 
but the students must also ultimately report the situation to a teacher 
or administrator. 

Bullying Investigations.  School district staff will investigate 
allegations of bullying using the same practices and procedures that the 
district observes for student disciplinary matters.  In no circumstance 
will school district staff be deliberately indifferent to allegations of 
bullying.     

Disciplinary Consequences.  The disciplinary consequences for 
bullying behavior will depend on the frequency, duration, severity and 
effect of the behavior.

A student who engages in bullying behavior on school grounds, in a 
vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being used for a school 
purpose by a school employee or his or her designee, or at school-
sponsored activities or school-sponsored athletic events may be subject 
to disciplinary consequences including but not limited to long-term 
suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment.

Without limiting the foregoing, a student who engages in bullying 
behavior that materially and substantially interferes with or disrupts the 



educational environment, the district’s day-to-day operations, or the 
education process, regardless of where the student is at the time of 
engaging in the bullying behavior, may be subject to discipline to the 
extent permitted by law.

Bullying Based on Protected Class Status.  Bullying based on 
protected class status is unique and may require additional 
investigation.  The appropriate district staff member or coordinator will 
promptly investigate bullying complaints that violate the district’s 
antidiscrimination policies.

Support for Students Who Have Experienced Bullying.  Regardless 
of where the bullying occurred, the district will consider whether victims 
of bullying are suffering an adverse educational impact and, if 
appropriate, will refer those students to the district’s student assistance 
team. 

Bullying Prevention and Education.  Students and parents are 
encouraged to inform teachers or administrators orally or in writing 
about bullying behavior or suspected bullying behavior.  School 
employees are required to inform the administrator of all such reports.  
The appropriate administrator shall promptly investigate all such 
reports.  Each building shall engage in activities which educate students 
about bullying, bullying prevention and digital citizenship. 

Policy Review.  The school district shall review this policy annually.

Adopted on: 1-14-2019
Revised on: 6-8-2020
Reviewed on: 6-13-2022



Southern Public Schools 
A Safe Return Plan  

2022-2023 
 

 

 
 

Southern Elementary School 
315 West 2nd Street 

P.O. Box 158 
Blue Springs, NE  68318 

Phone: 402.645.3359 
Fax: 402.645.3740 

 
Southern Jr./Sr. High School  

115 South 11th Street 
P.O. Box 237 

Wymore, NE  68466 
Phone: 402.645.3326 
Fax: 402.645.8049 

http://www.southernschools.org 



 2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Section I: A Safe Return Plan ..........................................................................................................3 

 General Information (Pursuant to the Federal American Rescue Plan) ...............................3 

 Universal & Correct Wearing of Masks ..............................................................................3 

 Modifying Facilities to Allow for Physical Distancing (e.g., Cohorts or Podding) ............4 

 Handwashing & Respiratory Etiquette ................................................................................4 

 Cleaning & Maintaining Healthy Facilities (Including Improving Ventilation) .................5 

 Contact Tracing (Isolation & Quarantine) ...........................................................................5 

 Diagnostic & Screening Testing ..........................................................................................5 

 Efforts to Provide Vaccinations to School Communities ....................................................5 

 Accommodations for Children with Disabilities .................................................................5 

 Coordination with State & Local Health Officials ..............................................................5 

 Continuity of Services ..........................................................................................................6 

 Closures................................................................................................................................6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

Section I: A Safe Return Plan 
 

General Information (Pursuant to the Federal American Rescue Plan) 
On March 11, 2021, President Biden signed the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, 
Public Law.  The ARP Act includes nearly $122 billion for the Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief (ESSER III) Fund that allows state and local education agencies 
(LEAs) to take additional steps for continued safe in-person instruction and to address unfinished 
teaching and learning to mitigate the COVID-19 pandemic.  The ARP Act requires each school 
district that receives ARP ESSER funds to develop and make publicly available on the school 
district’s website, no later than 30 days after receiving ARP ESSER funds, a plan for the safe 
return to in-person instruction, and continuity of services for all schools (Safe Return Plan).  The 
ARP Act further requires that the district seek public comment on the Safe Return Plan and take 
those comments into account in finalization of the Safe Return Plan.  A school district must 
periodically, but no less frequently than every six months through September 30, 2023, review 
and, as appropriate, revise its Safe Return Plan. 
 
Please Note: The district plans to operate in a traditional learning environment during the 2022-
2023 school year unless there is a state or federal mandate that requires school districts to 
implement the protocols listed below or if there is a COVID-19 outbreak (10% or more of the 
student/staff population testing positive for COVID-19 or 50 individuals total).  If a COVID-19 
outbreak were to occur, the district would look to implement some or all of the safety protocols 
listed below for a short timeframe (1 to 10 consecutive days that school is in session). 
 
Universal & Correct Wearing of Masks 
Actions occurring during a COVID-19 outbreak: The district will look to implement universal 
wearing of masks for all students in grades K-12 for a short timeframe including in school 
vehicles, during class, during passing periods, in lunch lines, and during any other times that 
social distancing is not possible.  Exceptions may be made only as required by law, such as 
based upon the decisions of a student’s IEP or 504 teams, or as otherwise necessary such as 
while eating or drinking. 
  
Masks must be worn over both the nose and mouth at all times, and students and staff will be 
instructed not to touch the outside of the mask as well as how to safely and effectively put on and 
take off the mask.  School staff shall model correct and consistent mask use. Students who refuse 
to wear masks will face consequences consistent with the district’s student discipline policies.  
Parents may provide an approved face covering for their children, but the district will have them 
available at no cost to the student. 
 
Staff may also be required to wear approved masks when not teaching, and to the extent possible 
when teaching.  Special circumstances may constitute not wearing a mask during the school day.  
Students will also be required to wear masks on school buses. 
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Modifying Facilities to Allow for Physical Distancing (e.g., Cohorts or Podding) 
Actions occurring during a COVID-19 outbreak: Physical distancing will be maximized to the 
greatest extent possible and with a goal of achieving 3 feet of distance between students while 
seated in classrooms.  If 3 feet of physical distancing is not possible, in some circumstances, 
students may be assigned to cohort groups to minimize interaction with students in other groups 
(e.g., Students may be assigned seats during lunch or assigned to play groups during recess).  In 
large classroom environments, students may be required to maintain 6 feet of distance from one 
another if possible.  Large group assemblies and unnecessary trips will be eliminated in the event 
of an outbreak.  Students will be spaced as far apart as possible in school vehicles or buses with 
ideally one student assigned per row.  Windows may be opened, if safe and weather permitting, 
to improve circulation of fresh air.  Students may be required to enter their school buildings 
through an assigned door and stay in an assigned area after school to reduce interaction and 
possible transmission. 
 
Handwashing & Respiratory Etiquette 
Actions occurring during a COVID-19 outbreak:  
Elementary School (PK-6): 
Students will be required to wash their hands 3-4 times a day.  Each self-contained classroom 
teacher will set up a time in the morning and a time in the afternoon for their class to wash their 
hands.  Students will also wash their hands before lunch every day.   
 
Jr./Sr. High School (7-12): 
Students will be required to wash their hands 3-4 times a day.  Each class will take five minutes 
during second period to wash hands and a schedule will be set up by each second period teacher.  
Students will wash their hands on their way to get their lunches.  Each class will take five 
minutes to wash hands during seventh period and a schedule will be set up by each seventh 
period teacher.   
 
In addition, the district will post signage about frequent hand washing, cough etiquette, and nose 
blowing.  Signage will be widely posted, disseminated, and encouraged through various methods 
of communication. 
 
Cleaning & Maintaining Healthy Facilities (Including Improving Ventilation) 
Actions occurring during a COVID-19 outbreak: The following essential actions will be taken to 
ensure that the facilities are safe for students and staff to inhabit.  The district will: 
• Change air filters regularly. 
• Distribute wastebaskets, tissues, and CDC approved soap to every office and classroom so 

that these materials can be used upon entry and exit into any discrete location and during 
transition between classrooms (Pending availability). 

• Post signage about frequent hand washing, cough etiquette, and nose blowing.  Signage will 
be widely posted, disseminated, and encouraged through various methods of communication. 

• Follow guidance from the CDC when performing all cleaning related duties. 
 
Contact Tracing (Isolation & Quarantine) 
The district will follow the contact tracing (Isolation & Quarantine) guidelines from both the 
CDC and Public Health Solutions during the 2022-2023 school year and the district will comply 
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with all privacy laws.  An internal tracking document has been created to record the dates, 
medical orders, and isolation or quarantine requirements for students and staff across the district.  
This document is accessible only to authorized district personnel and our local public health 
department.  Our local public health department will be contacted when the district becomes 
aware of a potential exposure requiring their assistance in contact tracing, and the district will 
assist the department in contacting close contacts. The district will use its website to publish the 
most current health department recommendations concerning quarantine and isolation. 
 
Students and staff who show symptoms of COVID will be encouraged to stay home. Those 
symptoms will be communicated to students, their families, and staff using the district’s website, 
social media platforms, and communications system.  Sick leave policies and practices may need 
to be modified during an outbreak to accommodate this expectation.  Available substitute 
teachers will be identified and principals will assist in developing staffing plans to cover the 
classrooms of quarantined or isolated staff members. 
 
Diagnostic & Screening Testing 
Actions occurring during a COVID-19 outbreak: The district shall refer students and staff having 
COVID symptoms to local diagnostic testing locations.  If diagnostic or screening testing is 
recommended and becomes available in schools, the district will make its facilities available to 
students and staff who provide informed consent.  Rate of community transmission will be 
monitored to determine whether asymptomatic screening is warranted through temperature 
checks or other means as directed from the local health officials.  
 
Efforts to Provide Vaccinations to School Communities 
The district will continue to work collaboratively with our local public health department, local 
medical providers, and community leaders to promote and disseminate information on 
vaccinations to students, staff, and the community at large.  The district will allow Public Health 
Solutions to use our facilities to provide free vaccinations to all eligible students and patrons in 
our community. 
 
Accommodations for Children with Disabilities 
Students qualifying for extra support through an IEP or through a 504 plan will continue to 
receive services and support according to their plans throughout the 2022-2023 school year. 
Accommodations, modifications, and related services will be provided as outlined in a student’s 
plan during in-person learning. 
 
Coordination with State & Local Health Officials 
District personnel will continue to participate in weekly information-sharing sessions with local 
health care providers, public health department personnel, and other ESU 5 school district 
leaders. In addition, District administrators will continue to participate in regular Nebraska 
Department of Education and governor briefings. 
 
Continuity of Services 
The district has invested in iPads/laptops for all PK-12 students and provided our teachers with 
remote learning trainings to ensure continuity of instruction will still occur should in-person 
learning not be possible due to a COVID-19 outbreak.  In addition, students will continue to be 
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provided accommodations as stated in their IEP or 504 plans during remote learning.  Parent 
input will be sought to develop a plan for the provision of remote IEP services and student 
progress will be reviewed by the student’s team when in-person learning resumes. 
 
The district is going to implement a PK-8 social and emotional learning curriculum during the 
2022-2023 school year called Second Step.  In the event of a COVID-19 outbreak, regular 
communication, using all available modalities, with students will be required of administrators 
and teachers to ensure the safety, academic engagement, and wellness of students.  If in-person 
instruction is not possible, breakfasts and lunches may be provided to students through a USDA 
approved system.  School counselors and mental health support staff will be available online by 
appointment for any students or staff in need of assistance. 
 
Closures 
The district would like to personally thank all Southern staff members, students, and parents for 
your dedication and efforts during the 2021-2022 school year.  Everyone worked tirelessly to 
ensure that students were being educated in-person again during a global pandemic.  The district 
has appreciated everyone’s flexibility and patience.  We all know that there will be some 
uncertainty of what lies ahead this school year regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, but the 
district’s plan is to operate in a more traditional learning environment during the 2022-2023 
school year.  
 
Please Note: The district’s A Safe Return Plan may change as new guidance becomes available from the 
Nebraska Department of Education, the CDC, and other state or local public health agencies. 
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