Regular Board Meeting
October 11, 2021, at 7:30 PM

Southern School District

Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Board of Education, Southern School District #1 on
October 11, 2021, at 7:30 PM at Southern Jr./Sr. High School Board Room in Wymore. A
current agenda is also available at the office of the Superintendent.

I hereby certify that the above notice was posted in three public places as follows:
Southern Elementary School
Southern Jr./Sr. High School

U.S. Post Office in Wymore

L. Call Meeting to Order
A. Roll Call
B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

C. Motion to Excuse Dana Dorn & Betsy Frerichs from the October 11, 2021,
School Board Meeting

II.  Approval of Minutes from the September 16, 2021, Regular Board Meeting, the
Budget Hearing Minutes, & the Tax Request Hearing Minutes

III. Communications, Audiences, and Recognitions

A. Public comments will not be received after this period of time. Public comment
period is limited to 5 minutes per person and a total of 30 minutes overall.

IV. Financial Statement: Item for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action
A. Approval of Bills

1. General Fund, Special Building Fund, Depreciation Fund, and Qualified
Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund Claims



2. Lunch & Activity Claims
V.  Support Service
A. Facility Update
B. Personnel Items
C. Technology Update
VI.  Administrative and Committee Reports
A. Student Board Member Report
B. Elementary Principal's Report
C. Secondary Principal's Report
D. Superintendent's Report
VII. Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action
A. Review, Consider, and Award the Bid for the Elementary School Boilers

B. Review, Consider, and Award the Bid for the Jr./Sr. High School HVAC
Project

C. 2021 College & Career Ready English Language Arts Standards
D. Option Enrollment Applications

VIII. Adjournment



Nebraska Open Meetings Act

84-1407. Act, how cited. Sections 84-1407 to 84-1414 shall be known and may be cited
as the Open Meetings Act.

84-1408. Declaration of intent; meetings open to public. It is hereby declared to
be the policy of this state that the formation of public policy is public business and
may not be conducted in secret. Every meeting of a public body shall be open to the
public in order that citizens may exercise their democratic privilege of attending and
speaking at meetings of public bodies, except as otherwise provided by the Constitution
of Nebraska, federal statutes, and the Open Meetings Act.

84-1409. Terms, defined. For purposes of the Open Meetings Act, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(1)(a) Public body means (i) governing bodies of all political subdivisions of the State of
Nebraska, (i1) governing bodies of all agencies, created by the Constitution of Nebraska,
statute, or otherwise pursuant to law, of the executive department of the State of Nebraska,
(i11) all independent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees, councils, subunits, or
any other bodies created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant
to law, (iv) all study or advisory committees of the executive department of the State of
Nebraska whether having continuing existence or appointed as special committees with
limited existence, (v) advisory committees of the bodies referred to in subdivisions (i),
(1), and (i11) of this subdivision, and (vi) instrumentalities exercising essentially public
functions; and

(b) Public body does not include (1) subcommittees of such bodies unless a quorum
of the public body attends a subcommittee meeting or unless such subcommittees are
holding hearings, making policy, or taking formal action on behalf of their parent body,
except that all meetings of any subcommittee established under section 81-15,175 are
subject to the Open Meetings Act, and (ii) entities conducting judicial proceedings
unless a court or other judicial body is exercising rulemaking authority, deliberating, or
deciding upon the issuance of administrative orders;

(2) Meeting means all regular, special, or called meetings, formal or informal, of any
public body for the purposes of briefing, discussion of public business, formation of
tentative policy, or the taking of any action of the public body; and

(3) Videoconferencing means conducting a meeting involving participants at two or
more locations through the use of audio-video equipment which allows participants at
each location to hear and see each meeting participant at each other location, including
public input. Interaction between meeting participants shall be possible at all meeting
locations.

84-1410. Closed session; when; purpose; reasons listed; procedure; right to
challenge; prohibited acts; chance meetings, conventions, or workshops.

(1) Any public body may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority
of its voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the
public interest or for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual
and if such individual has not requested a public meeting. The subject matter and the
reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close. Closed
sessions may be held for, but shall not be limited to, such reasons as:

(a) Strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate purchases,
pending litigation, or litigation which is imminent as evidenced by communication of a
claim or threat of litigation to or by the public body;

(b) Discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices;
(c) Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct;

(d) Evaluation of the job performance of a person when necessary to prevent needless
injury to the reputation of a person and if such person has not requested a public meeting;

(e) For the Community Trust created under section 81-1801.02, discussion regarding
the amounts to be paid to individuals who have suffered from a tragedy of violence or
natural disaster; or

(f) For public hospitals, governing board peer review activities, professional review
activities, review and discussion of medical staff investigations or disciplinary actions,
and any strategy session concerning transactional negotiations with any referral source
that is required by federal law to be conducted at arms length.

Nothing in this section shall permit a closed meeting for discussion of the appointment
or election of a new member to any public body.

(2) The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session. The entire motion,
the vote of each member on the question of holding a closed session, and the time when
the closed session commenced and concluded shall be recorded in the minutes. If the
motion to close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed session
shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The
public body holding such a closed session shall restrict its consideration of matters
during the closed portions to only those purposes set forth in the motion to close as the
reason for the closed session. The meeting shall be reconvened in open session before
any formal action may be taken. For purposes of this section, formal action shall mean
a collective decision or a collective commitment or promise to make a decision on any
question, motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance or formation of a position or
policy but shall not include negotiating guidance given by members of the public body
to legal counsel or other negotiators in closed sessions authorized under subdivision (1)
(a) of this section.

(3) Any member of any public body shall have the right to challenge the continuation
of a closed session if the member determines that the session has exceeded the reason
stated in the original motion to hold a closed session or if the member contends that the
closed session is neither clearly necessary for (a) the protection of the public interest or
(b) the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual. Such challenge
shall be overruled only by a majority vote of the members of the public body. Such
challenge and its disposition shall be recorded in the minutes.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that any meeting be closed to
the public. No person or public body shall fail to invite a portion of its members to a
meeting, and no public body shall designate itself a subcommittee of the whole body
for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings Act. No closed session, informal
meeting, chance meeting, social gathering, email, fax, or other electronic communication
shall be used for the purpose of circumventing the requirements of the act.

(5) The act does not apply to chance meetings or to attendance at or travel to conventions
or workshops of members of a public body at which there is no meeting of the body then
intentionally convened, if there is no vote or other action taken regarding any matter
over which the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power.

84-1411. Meetings of public body; notice; method; contents; when available; right
to modify; duties concerning notice; videoconferencing or telephone conferencing
authorized; emergency meeting without notice; appearance before public body.

(1)(a) Each public body shall give reasonable advance publicized notice of the time and
place of each meeting as provided in this subsection. Such notice shall be transmitted to
all members of the public body and to the public.

(b)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of this section, in the case of a public
body described in subdivision (1)(a)(i) of section 84-1409 or such body’s advisory
committee, such notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within
the public body’s jurisdiction and, if available, on such newspaper’s web site. (ii) In
the case of the governing body of a city of the second class or village or such body’s
advisory committee, such notice shall be published by: (A) Publication in a newspaper
of general circulation within the public body’s jurisdiction and, if available, on such
newspaper’s web site; or (B) Posting written notice in three conspicuous public places
in such city or village. Such notice shall be posted in the same three places for each
meeting. (ii1) In the case of a public body not described in subdivision (1)(b)(1) or (ii)
of this section, such notice shall be given by a method designated by the public body.

(¢) In addition to a method of notice required by subdivision (1)(b)(1) or (i1) of this
section, such notice may also be provided by any other appropriate method designated
by such public body or such advisory committee.

(d) Each public body shall record the methods and dates of such notice in its minutes.

(e) Such notice shall contain an agenda of subjects known at the time of the publicized
notice or a statement that the agenda, which shall be kept continually current, shall be
readily available for public inspection at the principal office of the public body during
normal business hours. Agenda items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give the public
reasonable notice of the matters to be considered at the meeting. Except for items of
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an emergency nature, the agenda shall not be altered later than (i) twenty-four hours
before the scheduled commencement of the meeting or (i1) forty-eight hours before the
scheduled commencement of a meeting of a city council or village board scheduled
outside the corporate limits of the municipality. The public body shall have the right to
modify the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only at such public meeting.

(2) A meeting of a state agency, state board, state commission, state council, or state
committee, of an advisory committee of any such state entity, of an organization created
under the Interlocal Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the Municipal
Cooperative Financing Act, of the governing body of a public power district having
a chartered territory of more than one county in this state, of the governing body of a
public power and irrigation district having a chartered territory of more than one county
in this state, of a board of an educational service unit, of the Educational Service Unit
Coordinating Council, of the governing body of a risk management pool or its advisory
committees organized in accordance with the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act,
or of acommunity college board of governors may be held by means of videoconferencing
or, in the case of the Judicial Resources Commission in those cases specified in section
24-1204, by telephone conference, if:

(a) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given as provided in subsection (1) of this
section;

(b) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to attend,
hear, and speak at the meeting, including seating, recordation by audio or visual recording
devices, and a reasonable opportunity for input such as public comment or questions
to at least the same extent as would be provided if videoconferencing or telephone
conferencing was not used;

(c) At least one copy of all documents being considered is available to the public at
each site of the videoconference or telephone conference;

(d) At least one member of the state entity, advisory committee, board, council, or
governing body is present at each site of the videoconference or telephone conference,
except that a member of an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act
that sells electricity or natural gas at wholesale on a multistate basis, an organization
created under the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, or a governing body of a risk
management pool or an advisory committee of such organization or pool may designate
a nonvoting designee, who shall not be included as part of the quorum, to be present at
any site; and

(e)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2)(e)(i1) of this section, no more than one-
half of the state entity’s, advisory committee’s, board’s, council’s, or governing body’s
meetings in a calendar year are held by videoconference or telephone conference; or
(i1) In the case of an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells
electricity or natural gas at wholesale on a multistate basis or an organization created
under the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, such organization holds at least one
meeting each calendar year that is not by videoconferencing or telephone conferencing.

Videoconferencing, telephone conferencing, or conferencing by other electronic
communication shall not be used to circumvent any of the public government purposes
established in the Open Meetings Act.

(3) A meeting of a board of an educational service unit, of the Educational Service Unit
Coordinating Council, of the governing body of an entity formed under the Interlocal
Cooperation Act, the Joint Public Agency Act, or the Municipal Cooperative Financing
Act, of the governing body of a risk management pool or its advisory committees
organized in accordance with the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act, of a
community college board of governors, of the governing body of a public power district,
of the governing body of a public power and irrigation district, or of the Nebraska
Brand Committee may be held by telephone conference call if:

(a) The territory represented by the educational service unit, member educational
service units, community college board of governors, public power district, public
power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or member public agencies
of the entity or pool covers more than one county;

(b) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given as provided in subsection (1) of
this section which identifies each telephone conference location at which there will be
present: (1) A member of the educational service unit board, council, community college
board of governors, governing body of a public power district, governing body of a
public power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or entity’s or pool’s
governing body; or (i1) A nonvoting designee designated under subdivision (3)(f) of this
section;

(c) All telephone conference meeting sites identified in the notice are located within
public buildings used by members of the educational service unit board, council,
community college board of governors, governing body of the public power district,
governing body of the public power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee,
or entity or pool or at a place which will accommodate the anticipated audience;

(d) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to attend,
hear, and speak at the meeting, including seating, recordation by audio recording devices,
and a reasonable opportunity for input such as public comment or questions to at least
the same extent as would be provided if a telephone conference call was not used;

(e) At least one copy of all documents being considered is available to the public at
each site of the telephone conference call;

(f) At least one member of the educational service unit board, council, community
college board of governors, governing body of the public power district, governing
body of the public power and irrigation district, Nebraska Brand Committee, or
governing body of the entity or pool is present at each site of the telephone conference
call identified in the public notice, except that a member of an organization created
under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or natural gas at wholesale on
a multistate basis, an organization created under the Municipal Cooperative Financing
Act, or a governing body of a risk management pool or an advisory committee of such
organization or pool may designate a nonvoting designee, who shall not be included as
part of the quorum, to be present at any site;

(g) The telephone conference call lasts no more than five hours; and

(h) No more than one-half of the board’s, council’s, governing body’s, committee’s,
entity’s, or pool’s meetings in a calendar year are held by telephone conference call,
except that: (i) The governing body of a risk management pool that meets at least
quarterly and the advisory committees of the governing body may each hold more than
one-half of its meetings by telephone conference call if the governing body’s quarterly
meetings are not held by telephone conference call or videoconferencing; and (ii) An
organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that sells electricity or natural
gas at wholesale on a multistate basis or an organization created under the Municipal
Cooperative Financing Act may hold more than one-half of its meetings by telephone
conference call if the organization holds at least one meeting each calendar year that is
not by videoconferencing or telephone conference call.

Nothing in this subsection shall prevent the participation of consultants, members of the
press, and other nonmembers of the governing body at sites not identified in the public
notice. Telephone conference calls, emails, faxes, or other electronic communication
shall not be used to circumvent any of the public government purposes established in
the Open Meetings Act.

(4) The secretary or other designee of each public body shall maintain a list of the news
media requesting notification of meetings and shall make reasonable efforts to provide
advance notification to them of the time and place of each meeting and the subjects to
be discussed at that meeting.

(5) When itis necessary to hold an emergency meeting without reasonable advance public
notice, the nature of the emergency shall be stated in the minutes and any formal action
taken in such meeting shall pertain only to the emergency. Such emergency meetings
may be held by means of electronic or telecommunication equipment. The provisions of
subsection (4) of this section shall be complied with in conducting emergency meetings.
Complete minutes of such emergency meetings specifying the nature of the emergency
and any formal action taken at the meeting shall be made available to the public by no
later than the end of the next regular business day.

(6) A public body may allow a member of the public or any other witness other than
a member of the public body to appear before the public body by means of video or
telecommunications equipment.

84-1412. Meetings of public body; rights of public; public body; powers and duties.
(1) Subject to the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to attend and the right

to speak at meetings of public bodies, and all or any part of a meeting of a public
body, except for closed sessions called pursuant to section 84-1410, may be videotaped,
televised, photographed, broadcast, or recorded by any person in attendance by means
of a tape recorder, camera, video equipment, or any other means of pictorial or sonic
reproduction or in writing.

(2) It shall not be a violation of subsection (1) of this section for any public body to make
and enforce reasonable rules and regulations regarding the conduct of persons attending,
speaking at, videotaping, televising, photographing, broadcasting, or recording its
meetings. A body may not be required to allow citizens to speak at each meeting, but it
may not forbid public participation at all meetings.

(3) No public body shall require members of the public to identify themselves as a
condition for admission to the meeting nor shall such body require that the name of any
member of the public be placed on the agenda prior to such meeting in order to speak
about items on the agenda. The body may require any member of the public desiring to
address the body to identify himself or herself.

(4) No public body shall, for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings Act, hold
a meeting in a place known by the body to be too small to accommodate the anticipated
audience.

(5) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds its meeting in
its traditional meeting place which is located in this state.

(6) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds a meeting
outside of this state if, but only if:

(a) A member entity of the public body is located outside of this state and the meeting
is in that member’s jurisdiction;

(b) All out-of-state locations identified in the notice are located within public buildings
used by members of the entity or at a place which will accommodate the anticipated
audience;

(c) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to attend,
hear, and speak at the meeting, including making a telephone conference call available
at an instate location to members, the public, or the press, if requested twenty-four
hours in advance;

(d) No more than twenty-five percent of the public body’s meetings in a calendar year
are held out-of-state;

(e) Out-of-state meetings are not used to circumvent any of the public government
purposes established in the Open Meetings Act;

(f) Reasonable arrangements are made to provide viewing at other instate locations for
a videoconference meeting if requested fourteen days in advance and if economically
and reasonably available in the area; and

(g) The public body publishes notice of the out-of-state meeting at least twenty-one
days before the date of the meeting in a legal newspaper of statewide circulation.

(7) The public body shall, upon request, make a reasonable effort to accommodate the
public’s right to hear the discussion and testimony presented at the meeting.

(8) Public bodies shall make available at the meeting or the instate location for a
telephone conference call or videoconference, for examination and copying by members
of the public, at least one copy of all reproducible written material to be discussed at an
open meeting. Public bodies shall make available at least one current copy of the Open
Meetings Act posted in the meeting room at a location accessible to members of the
public. At the beginning of the meeting, the public shall be informed about the location
of the posted information.

84-1413. Meetings; minutes; roll call vote; secret ballot; when.

(1) Each public body shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time, place,
members present and absent, and the substance of all matters discussed.

(2) Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded shall be by
roll call vote of the public body in open session, and the record shall state how each
member voted or if the member was absent or not voting. The requirements of a roll
call or viva voce vote shall be satisfied by a public body which utilizes an electronic
voting device which allows the yeas and nays of each member of such public body to be
readily seen by the public.

(3) The vote to elect leadership within a public body may be taken by secret ballot, but
the total number of votes for each candidate shall be recorded in the minutes.

(4) The minutes of all meetings and evidence and documentation received or disclosed
in open session shall be public records and open to public inspection during normal
business hours.

(5) Minutes shall be written, except as provided in subsection (6) of this section, and
available for inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting,
whichever occurs earlier, except that cities of the second class and villages may have
an additional ten working days if the employee responsible for writing the minutes is
absent due to a serious illness or emergency.

(6) Minutes of the meetings of the board of a school district or educational service unit
may be kept as an electronic record.

84-1414. Unlawful action by public body; declared void or voidable by district
court; when; duty to enforce open meeting laws; citizen’s suit; procedure; violations;
penalties.

(1) Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public
body made or taken in violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be declared void by the
district court if the suit is commenced within one hundred twenty days of the meeting
of the public body at which the alleged violation occurred. Any motion, resolution, rule,
regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public body made or taken in substantial
violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be voidable by the district court if the suit
1s commenced more than one hundred twenty days after but within one year of the
meeting of the public body in which the alleged violation occurred. A suit to void any
final action shall be commenced within one year of the action.

(2) The Attorney General and the county attorney of the county in which the public
body ordinarily meets shall enforce the Open Meetings Act.

(3) Any citizen of this state may commence a suit in the district court of the county in
which the public body ordinarily meets or in which the plaintiff resides for the purpose
of requiring compliance with or preventing violations of the Open Meetings Act, for the
purpose of declaring an action of a public body void, or for the purpose of determining
the applicability of the act to discussions or decisions of the public body. It shall not be a
defense that the citizen attended the meeting and failed to object at such time. The court
may order payment of reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff
in a suit brought under this section.

(4) Any member of a public body who knowingly violates or conspires to violate or
who attends or remains at a meeting knowing that the public body is in violation of any
provision of the Open Meetings Act shall be guilty of a Class IV misdemeanor for a first
offense and a Class III misdemeanor for a second or subsequent offense.

Revised
10/2020
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MINUTES
BUDGET HEARING
September 16, 2021
7:00 PM

I. Call Meeting to Order

President Dave Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the following members
were present: Aaron Whitwer, Angela Meyer, Betsy Frerichs, Dana Dorn, Dave Zimmerman,
and Jim Zvolanek. The following administrator was present: Christopher Prososki.

Reasonable advance publicized notice of the meeting was given according to law by publishing,
a designated method for giving notice of the school district. Posted Location:

e Wymore Arbor State Newspaper

Posted Date: 9/2/2021

Reasonable advance notice was simultaneously given to board members and a copy of their
acknowledgement of receipt of notice and the agenda attached. All proceedings hereafter shown
were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

[.A. Roll Call
[.B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

President Dave Zimmerman announced that a complete copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings
Act is posted in the auditorium.

I.C. Hear Support, Opposition, Criticism, Suggestions, or Observations Related to the Proposed
Southern Public Schools Budget 2021-2022

Dr. Prososki gave an overview of the proposed 2021-2022 budget. The 2021-2022 budget
continues to invest in meeting the needs of our district with growing student needs. The General
Fund budget of expenditures shown on the Notice of Budget Hearing and Budget Summary
(Public Notice) is greatly inflated to allow the district to expend "unused budget authority" for
future years, and does not accurately reflect actual anticipated expenditures. The district over-
estimates the budgets of expenditures of all active funds so that we don’t have to amend them
later in the year due to unanticipated costs (Activities Fund, Depreciation Fund, Employee
Benefit Fund, General Fund, School Nutrition Fund, Special Building Fund, & Qualified Capital
Purpose Undertaking Fund). The Notice of Budget Hearing and Budget Summary (Public
Notice) is very deceiving to the public and the only actual figures are Actual Disbursements &
Transfers (Column 1) and Total Personal and Real Property Tax Requirement (Column 7). Dr.
Prososki also noted the budget is highly inflated this year as compared to last year to account for
the influx of stimulus funds (Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief [ESSER]
Fund).

For the 2021-2022 school year, the district gained $99,978 in valuation revenue and the district



only gained $19,755 state aid revenue. These numbers do not account for the increased costs to
run a school district over the years (Utility increases, salary and benefit increases, insurance
increases, etc.). The overall personnel cost will be up by $28,020. He noted that this figure does
not include purchased services through ESU 5 for special education services that are mandated
by state and federal law.

Dr. Prososki noted the valuation in Gage County was $387,897,024 and the valuation in Pawnee
County was $1,391,515. The district's overall valuation was $389,288,539 and Southern saw a
2.43% increase or $9,257,312 increase between Gage and Pawnee Counties from the prior year.
Dr. Prososki noted that 85% of the district expenditures are in personnel and the other 15%

of expenditures are fixed costs that cannot change.

Tax Gage County % Pawnee % Change |Overall % $ Change
Year |Valuation Change |County (Prior Valuation Change |(Prior Year)
(Prior Valuation Year) (Prior
Year) Year)

2017 [$397,650,142  |(2.50%) [$1,443,105  |5.45% $399,093,247  |(2.42%) |($9,877.214)

2018  $399,062,663 0.003%  |$1,376,365 (4.84%) $400,439,028 0.003%  ($1,345,781

2019 ($382,188,694  |(4.41%) [$1,376,110  |(.001%)  $383,564,804  |(4.39%) [($16,874,224)

2020 ($378,656,597 (0.93%) [$1,374,630 (0.10%) $380,031,227 (0.92%)  (($3,533,577)

2021 $387,897,024 2.44% $1,391,515 1.23% $389,288,539 2.43% $9,257,312

[.D. Motion to Close the Budget Hearing

Motion to close the budget hearing. This motion, made by Jim Zvolanek and seconded by Aaron
Whitwer, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

II. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:16 p.m. This motion, made by Dana Dorn and seconded by
Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

The next Regular Board meeting is scheduled to follow the Budget Hearing and the Tax Request
Hearing at Southern Jr./Sr. High School Board Auditorium in Wymore. The Board of Education
will usually adhere to the sequence of the published agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the
order of items if necessary and may elect to amend the agenda as deemed necessary.

BY
President of the Board of Education
Of this School District



ATTEST
Secretary of the Board of Education
of this School District



MINUTES
TAX REQUEST HEARING
September 16, 2021
7:20 PM

I. Call Meeting to Order

President Dave Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. and the following members
were present: Aaron Whitwer, Angela Meyer, Betsy Frerichs, Dana Dorn, Dave

Zimmerman, and Jim Zvolanek. The following administrator was present: Christopher
Prososki.

Reasonable advance publicized notice of the meeting was given according to law by publishing,
a designated method for giving notice of the school district. Posted Location:

e Wymore Arbor State Newspaper

Posted Date: 9/2/2021

Reasonable advance notice was simultaneously given to board members and a copy of their
acknowledgement of receipt of notice and the agenda attached. All proceedings hereafter shown
were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

ILA. Roll Call
I.B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

President Dave Zimmerman announced that a complete copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings
Act is posted in the back of the board of education meeting room.

I.C. Hear Support, Opposition, Criticism, Suggestions, or Observations Related to the Proposed
Southern Public Schools Tax Request

Dr. Prososki gave an overview of the proposed 2021-2022 property tax request and tax rate. Dr.
Prososki recommended the General Fund levy be set at 1.04, the Special Building Fund levy be
set at 0.01, and the Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund be set at 0.03. He
recommended the overall levy be set at 1.08. Based on these recommended mill levies,

the General Fund tax request will generate $4,048,600, the Special Building Fund tax request
will generate $38,928, and the Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund tax request will
generate $116,786. The overall proposed tax request will generate $4,204,314. Based on these
proposed figures, the overall mill levy will stay the same from the previous year and tax request
will go up by $99,978 from the previous year. He noted that the district’s tax request is still
lower than it was during the 2017-2018 and the 2018-2019 school years. Lastly, Dr.

Prososki gave the board a breakdown of the tax request over the past five years, a breakdown of
the mill levy request over the past five years, and Pioneer Conference cost per pupil comparison
for the 2019-2020 school year by Average Daily Membership.



Year Building Fund| QCPUF Bond Fund |General Fund Total
2017-2018 $ 20,202 | $ 161,616 | $4,188,625 |§ 4,370,443
2018-2019 $ 120,131 $4,204,610 |$ 4,324,741
2019-2020 | $ 38,356 | § 115,069 $3,989,074 |$ 4,142,499
2020-2021 | $ 38,003 | § 114,009 $3,952,324 |$ 4,104,336
2021-2022 | $ 38,928 | § 116,786 $ 4,048,600 |$ 4,204,314

Tax Year Total Mill Levy | Home Value Taxes Paid Taxes Paid

(Per Month) (Per Year)
2017 1.095093 $100,000 $91.25 $1,095
$200,000 $182.50 $2,190
$300,000 $273.75 $3,285
2018 1.080000 $100,000 $90.00 $1,080
$200,000 $180.00 $2,160
$300,000 $270.00 $3,240
2019 1.080000 $100,000 $90.00 $1,080
$200,000 $180.00 $2,160
$300,000 $270.00 $3,240
2020 1.080000 $100,000 $90.00 $1,080
$200,000 $180.00 $2,160
$300,000 $270.00 $3,240
2021 1.080000 $100,000 $90.00 $1,080
$200,000 $180.00 $2,160
$300,000 $270.00 $3,240
Cost Per Pupil (2019-2020)
Average Daily Membership (ADM)
Pioneer Conference Comparison
District Rank (244 Districts Total) Per Pupil Spending (ADM)
Johnson-Brock 33 $12,922
Pawnee City 90 $16,531
Southern 102 $17,221
Tri County 125 $18,183

Friend 152 $19,437

Sterling 154 $19,558
Diller-Odell 188 $21,460

Lewiston 190 $21,597




HTRS 221 $26,085

FCSH N/A N/A

NCL N/A N/A

I.D. Motion to Close the Tax Request Hearing

Motion to close the tax request hearing. This motion, made by Aaron Whitwer and seconded by
Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

II. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 p.m. This motion, made by Angela Meyer and seconded
by Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

The next Regular Board meeting is scheduled to follow the Tax Request Hearing at Southern
Jr./Sr. High School Board Auditorium in Wymore. The Board of Education will usually adhere
to the sequence of the published agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the order of items if
necessary and may elect to amend the agenda as deemed necessary.

BY
President of the Board of Education
Of this School District

ATTEST
Secretary of the Board of Education
of this School District



MINUTES
BOARD OF EDUCATION
September 16, 2021
7:30 PM

I. Call Meeting to Order

President Dave Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the following members
were present: Aaron Whitwer, Angela Meyer, Betsy Frerichs, Dana Dorn, Dave Zimmerman,
and Jim Zvolanek. The following administrator was present: Christopher Prososki.

Reasonable advance publicized notice of the meeting was given according to law by publishing,
a designated method for giving notice of the school district. Posted Location:

e Wymore Arbor State Newspaper

Posted Date: 9/2/2021

Reasonable advance notice was simultaneously given to board members and a copy of their
acknowledgement of receipt of notice and the agenda attached. All proceedings hereafter shown
were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

ILA. Roll Call
I.B. Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posted

President Dave Zimmerman announced that a complete copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings
Act is posted in the auditorium.

II. Approval of Minutes from the August 9, 2021, Regular Board Meeting & the August 10,
2021, Special Board Meeting

Motion to approve the minutes from the August 9, 2021, Regular Board Meeting & the August
10, 2021, Special Board Meeting. This motion, made by Betsy Frerichs and seconded by Jim
Zvolanek, passed.

yes: 6, no: 0

III. Communications, Audiences, and Recognitions

III.A. Public comments will not be received after this period of time. Public comment period is
limited to 5 minutes per person and a total of 30 minutes overall.

IV. Financial Statement: Item for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action
C.D. Bids for the month were as follows:
Security First Bank, Blue Springs Special Funds: 0.11%

Wymore State Bank, Special Funds: 0.001%



IV.A. Approval of Bills

IV.A.1. General Fund, Special Building Fund, Depreciation Fund, and Qualified Capital Purpose
Undertaking Fund Claims

Motion to approve the general fund, special building fund, depreciation fund, and qualified
capitol purpose undertaking fund claims. This motion, made by Dana Dorn and seconded by
Angela Meyer, passed.

Aaron Whitwer: Abstain (With Conflict), Dana Dorn: yes, Betsy Frerichs: yes, Angela Meyer:
yes, David Zimmerman: yes, Jim Zvolanek: yes

yes: 5, no: 0, Abstain (With Conflict): 1

IV.A.2. Lunch & Activity Claims
V. Support Service
V_.A. Facility Update

John Linder provided the school board with a written report over an update on the Jr./Sr. High
School boiler project (It will be completed by the end of September), work on the football field,
being short on custodial staff, and waiting on bus parts.

V.B. Personnel Items

Dr. Prososki noted that Shelby Smith was hired as a new food service provider and Casey
Colgrove was hired as a part-time SPED driver.

V.C. Technology Update

Dr. Prososki thanked Cody Sabey and the technology committee for all of their hard work during
the first few weeks of school to ensure that all technology items were up and running properly
considering we have 70 more devices this year because of the federal stimulus funds.

VI. Administrative and Committee Reports
VIL.A. Student Board Member Report
VI.B. Elementary Principal's Report

The elementary principal reported on the following items: current enrollment figures (3-Year-
Old Preschool - 10, 4-Year-Old Preschool - 14, K - 17, 1st - 30, 2nd - 23, 3rd - 24, 4th - 23, 5th -
24, 6th - 22), safety drills update (Active shooter drill, bus evacuation drill, fire drill, & tornado
drill), DIBELS and MAP testing, fall sports participants (Football - 34, Softball, 13, & volleyball
- 15), Constitution Day, and the MUDECAS volleyball tournament.

VI.C. Secondary Principal's Report

The secondary principal reported on the following items: current enrollment figures (7th - 32, 8th
- 28, 9th - 31, 10th - 31, 11th - 35, 12th - 25), 7-10 grade MAP testing, 3 of our 4 alternative



school spots being filled at ESU 5, homecoming activities, parent teacher conferences on
September 30, the addition of 2 new grow towers for agriculture classes as part of the farm to
school program that Southern will be implementing this year (Agriculture students will be
growing food for the students to eat through our lunch progam), and FFA activities over the
summer months.

VL.D. Superintendent's Report

Dr. Prososki noted that he filed a claim on the district's behalf regarding the Blue Cross Blue
Shield Association class-action settlement, and he said he is not 100% sure if the district will
receive any compensation from this class-action settlement. Next, Dr. Prososki went of the
Employee Assistance Program (EAP) annual report, he noted that the district currently offers one
dual credit math course through Peru State College, and he would like the district to offer around
5-6 dual credit classes in the years ahead, pending teachers can secure certification (Courses in
Agriculture, English, Spanish, and Social Studies). Dr. Prososki said he recently submitted
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) American Rescue Plan (ARP) funding
application and the district will receive an additional $18,707 dollars to cover special

education salary and benefit costs. Dr. Prososki gave the board an update on teacher negotiations
for the 2022-2023 school year, he went over the October 11 in-service agenda, and he talked to
the board about the required committee on American Civics meetings. Dr. Prososki went over
the minutes from the safety and security meeting, gave the board an update on the current special
enrollment numbers, and he went over the current staffing costs for the 2021-2022 school year
and this accounts for 85% of the budget at Southern. Lastly, Dr. Prososki noted that a COVID-19
lawsuit that was brought against the district in October of 2020 alleging the district had no
COVID safety procedures in place was finally settled (In September of 2021) and the district
won the baseless lawsuit.

VII. Items for Discussion, Consideration, and/or Action

VILA. Approve the Southern Education Association (SEA) as the Exclusive Bargaining Agent
for the District's Non-Supervisory Certificated Staff for the 2023-2024 Contract Year

Motion to approve the Southern Education Association (SEA) as the exclusive bargaining agent
for the district's non-supervisory certificated staff for the 2023-2024 contract year. This motion,
made by Jim Zvolanek and seconded by Angela Meyer, passed.

yes: 6, no: 0

VIL.B. The 2021-2022 Southern Public Schools Budget

Motion to approve the 2021-2022 Southern Public Schools budget. This motion, made by Angela
Meyer and seconded by Aaron Whitwer, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

VIIL.C. The 2021-2022 Property Tax Resolution

Motion to approve the 2021-2022 property tax resolution. This motion, made by Dana Dorn and
seconded by Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0



The General Fund levy will be set at 1.04, the Special Building Fund will be set at 0.01, and the
Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund will be set at 0.03. The overall mill levy will be set
at 1.08 (This same that it has been the past four years). The General Fund tax request will
generate $4,048,600, the Special Building Fund tax request will generate $38,928, and

the Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund tax request will generate$116,786. The overall
tax request will generate $4,204,314 and the tax request will be up by $99,978 or by 2.43%.

VIL.D. Review, Consider, and Award the Bid for the Elementary School & Jr./Sr. High School
HVAC Building Automation System (BAS)

Motion to award the bid for the Elementary School & Jr./Sr. High School HVAC Building
Automation System (BAS) to Johnson Controls for the amount of $93,654. This motion, made
by Jim Zvolanek and seconded by Aaron Whitwer, passed.

yes: 6, no: 0

The district will use the third round of stimulus finds from the Elementary & Secondary School
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds to pay for the HVAC Building Automation System (BAS)
upgrade.

VILE. Option Enrollment Applications
VIII. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. This motion, made by Angela Meyer and seconded
by Betsy Frerichs, passed.
yes: 6, no: 0

The next Regular Board meeting is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., October 11, 2021, at Southern Jr./Sr.
High School Auditorium in Wymore. The Board of Education will usually adhere to the
sequence of the published agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the order of items if necessary
and may elect to amend the agenda as deemed necessary.

BY
President of the Board of Education
Of this School District

ATTEST
Secretary of the Board of Education
of this School District



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO WISH TO SPEAK:
This is the portion of the meeting when members of the public may
speak to the board about matters of public concern.

e Getting Started: When you have been recognized, please stand
and state your name.

e Time Limit: The board will generally allow a total of 30 minutes
for the presentation of all public comments. Individuals may
speak only one time, and must limit comments to around 5
minutes. If there are more than 6 individuals who wish to address
the board, the 30 minutes will be divided equally between the
number of speakers. These time limits may be changed by a
majority vote of the board members in attendance to extend the
time for a specific item or speaker.

e Personnel or Student Topic: If you are planning to speak about
a personnel or a student matter involving an individual, please
understand that the district has a complaint policy and/or
procedures to resolve such complaints and concerns. The Board
requests that you follow the policy and procedures before
addressing these matters with the Board. Board members will
generally not respond to any questions you ask or comments
about individual staff members or students.

e General Rules: This is a public meeting for the conduct of
business. Comments from the audience while others are speaking
will not be tolerated. Lewd, obscene, profane, slanderous,
threatening and hostile conduct or statements and fighting words
(words whose mere utterance entails a call to violence) will not be
tolerated.

e No Action by the Board: The board will not act on any matter
unless it is on the published agenda.



Southern Public Schools
Technology Rotation Schedule

Year of Implementation
e 2021-2022
0 Teacher/Counselor Laptops
0 39 MacBook Airs Purchased
0 School Board Members
0 6 Laptops Purchased
e 2022-2023
0 Elementary School (2-6)
0 35 MacBook Airs Purchased (For Elementary School Library)
o0 Jr./Sr. High School (7-12)
0 35 MacBook Airs Purchased (For Jr./Sr. High School Library)
e 2023-2024
o0 Elementary School (PK-1)
70 iPads Purchased
Jr./Sr. High School (7-12)
35 MacBook Airs Purchased
Principals/Technology Director
0 3 MacBook Pros Purchased
e 2024-2025
Elementary School (2-6)
30 MacBook Airs Purchased
Jr./Sr. High School (7-12)
30 MacBook Airs Purchased
Library/Office Staff
0 7 iMacs or Laptops Purchased (Move Extra Devices. to Kitchen Staff)
e 2025-2026
0 Teacher/Counselor Laptops
0 39 MacBook Airs Purchased
0 School Board Members
0 6 Laptops Purchased
e 2026-2027
0 Elementary School (2-6)
0« 35 MacBook Airs Purchased (For Elementary School Library)
0 . Jr./Sr. High School (7-12)
0 35 MacBook Airs Purchased (For Jr./Sr. High School Library)
e 2027-2028
o0 Elementary School (PK-1)
70 iPads Purchased
Jr./Sr. High School (7-12)
35 MacBook Airs Purchased
Principals/Technology Director
3 MacBook Pros Purchased

O O 0O
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Nebraska Association of School Boards

Superintendent Evaluation - VIII

online.org / 1.800.422.4572


http://www.nasbonline.org/

q q Meets Needs Not
Standard #1: Educational Leadership Bt | Dnpoveei | Aol
1. Administers all activities of the school system according to board policy and assumes
responsibility for everything that occurs in the district.
2. Articulates and promotes high expectations for teaching and student learning.
3. Provides leadership to the board in the annual establishment of short- and long-term
district goals that support student achievement and the school improvement process.
4. Systematically reports to the board on the status of the adopted district goals and the
school improvement plan.
5. Maintains a general knowledge of educational and professional trends through
participation in national and state workshops and conferences.
6. Supervises the district’s compliance and reporting requirements within all NDE rules,
accreditation standards, and state and federal law.
7. Represents the district in its dealings with other school systems, agencies, institutions,
community organizations, the media, and in legislative and legal matters.
8. Maintains effective relationships with legislative representatives, NDE personnel, and
Educational Service Unit administrators.
Comments:

1. Areas for commendation

2. Areas for improvement




. Meet Need Not
Standard #2: Staff Relations eets eecs 2
Expectations | Improvement | Applicable
1. Monitors and makes recommendations for the appropriate staffing levels needed for
the effective operation of the schools.
2. Ensures that fair, equitable, and effective evaluation processes are in place for all
district personnel and that all staff are evaluated regularly according to board policy
the applicable laws.
3. Ensures that job descriptions for all district personnel are maintained and updated
regularly.
4. Provides motivation and resources for staff members to engage in professional
development activities.
5. Provides leadership and oversight to the administrative team through regular
communication, supervision, and evaluation.
6. Provides leadership to the board in the negotiations process with the district’s
recognized bargaining units.
7. Deals with personnel matters in a forthright, objective, and professional manner.
Comments:

1. Areas for commendation

2. Areas for improvement




Standard #3: Board Relations

Meets
Expectations

Needs
Improvement

Not
Applicable

1. Provides leadership to maintain the board’s focus on student achievement.

2. Attends and participates in all board meetings unless specifically excused by the board
from its consideration of the superintendent’s performance, contract, or salary.

3. Develops in cooperation with the board president the agenda for each board meeting.

4. Ensures that all board meetings are legally conducted and communicated to the public in
accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.

5. To the greatest extent possible, ensures that the board has adequate information and
sufficient time to make critical decisions on behalf of the district.

6. In cooperation with the board president, develops and maintains an annual board calendar
that ensures timely consideration of: (a) routine matters requiring board approval, (b)
follow-up reports requested by the board, (¢) regular updates on district goals and the
school improvement plan, (d) regular updates on student achievement data, and (e)
continuous policy review.

7. Ensures that administrative recommendations to the board identify: (a) the situation
necessitating the recommendation, (b) how the recommendation relates to district and/or
school improvement goals and district policies, (c) the options reviewed and the reason for
selecting this recommendation, (d) the benefit that is expected to result from the
implementation, (d) the personnel that will be involved in or affected by the
implementation, () the immediate and long-term cost of the implementation (f) how the
staff will measure the results of the implementation, and (g) how and when progress will
be reported to the board (see AIM document for format).

8. Using agreed-upon methods, communicates with the board between meetings to ensure
that all members have current information about district issues and activities.

Comments:
1. Areas for commendation




2. Areas for improvement

Standard #4: Policy Management

Meets
Expectations

Needs
Improvement

Not
Applicable

1. Provides leadership in the development and implementation of district policy.

2. Ensures policy is consistent with the requirements of state and federal law and NDE
rules.

3. In cooperation with the administrative team, develops the necessary rules and
regulations to carry out board policy.

4. In cooperation with the board, ensures that policies and supporting administrative
rules and regulations are systematically reviewed and updated.

Comments:
1. Areas for commendation

2. Areas for improvement




q 3 Meets Needs Not
Standard #5: Financial Management Expectations | Improvement Applicable
1. Schedules timely and appropriate budget work sessions to ensure board input into the
development of the district budget.
2. Develops the budget according to district policy and state requirements.
3. Implements and manages the budget according to sound business and fiscal practices
and district policy.
4. Recommends budget amendments when necessary.
5. Provides monthly financial reports, including comparable data (three-year history), to
ensure the board is knowledgeable about the status of the budget.
6. Maintains the district’s financial records and ensure that they are audited annually by
a qualified accounting firm.
Comments:

1. Areas for commendation

2. Areas for improvement




Standard #6: Facilities Management

Meets
Expectations

Needs
Improvement

Not
Applicable

1. In cooperation with the board, maintains and updates a short- and long-range plan that
includes: (a) a schedule for the routine maintenance of all school properties, (b) a
schedule for the repair and/or replacement of school equipment, and (c) a facilities
needs assessment for future renovation or construction.

2. Oversees the implementation of the facilities plan and ensures that the board is
knowledgeable about the status of the facilities.

Comments:
1. Areas for commendation

2. Areas for improvement




Meets Needs Not
Expectations | Improvement | Applicable

Standard #7: Community Relations

1. Maintains accessibility and visibility in the community.

2. Acts as a unifying force within the district, striving to reconcile divergent viewpoints
in order to do what is best for students.

3. Promotes and supports parent/student/community involvement in the school.

4. Demonstrates appreciation for and sensitivity to the diversity in the school
community.

5. Effectively communicates the needs and successes of the district.

6. Maintains a sound working relationship with the media.

7. Routinely creates opportunities to seek staff and community input on significant
issues where and when appropriate.

8. Serves as an effective spokesman for the welfare of all members of the learning
community.

Comments:
1. Areas for Commendation

2. Areas for Improvement




Standard #7: Personal Qualities

Meets
Expectations

Needs
Improvement

Not
Applicable

1. Demonstrates ethical, trustworthy and professional behavior.

2. Demonstrates values, beliefs, and attitudes that inspire others to higher levels
of performance.

3. Is cordial, patient, personable, and treats everyone fairly, equitably, and with
dignity and respect.

4. Expresses ideas in a logical, forthright, and professional manner.

5. Possesses the health and energy necessary to fulfill his responsibilities.

Comments:
1. Areas for Commendation

2. Areas for Improvement




SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION: BOARD SUMMARY

Board President Signature Superintendent Signature

Date Date
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SUPERINTENDENT GOALS FORM

Date of Adoption:

Review Period from to

The signatures below indicate that the school board and superintendent have agreed on performance requirements for the
superintendent, the indicators that the school board will examine to determine whether the superintendent has met each requirement,
and the information the school board will need in order to measure performance.

Performance Goal #1. (Goal Statement)

Indicators: (The superintendent will ...)

Evidence need to measure progress or achievement:

Board President Signature Superintendent Signature

Date Date

11



Southern Public Schools
Textbook Rotation Schedule

District Objectives
To replace textbooks every 7 to 8 years
To have no textbooks older than 10-15 years in our district

Year of Implementation
o 2022-2023
o Spanish (7-12)
o Health (7-12)
o 2023-2024
o None
o 2024-2025
o None
o 2025-2026
o Mathematics (K-8)
o Mathematics (9-12 — As Needed)
o 2026-2027
o English Language Arts (K-6)
o English Language Arts SPED (K-6)
o English Language Arts (7-12)
e 2027-2028
o Science (K-8)
o Science (9-12 — As Needed)
e 2028-2029
o Social Studies (K-8)
o Social Studies (9-12 — As Needed)
e 2029-2030
o " Spanish (7-12)
o Health (7-12)

e Ongoing
o Accounting & Computers
Agriculture
Art
Business
Music
Online Textbooks
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)

O 0O O O O O
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Introduction

The ability to use language for the pursuit of knowledge, for purposeful expression, and for active participation in civic life
requires academic content standards that are clearly defined and increasingly rigorous across grade levels. The
Nebraska English Language Arts standards encompass a wide range of essential skills in the areas of reading, writing,
speaking, and listening. The standards, both individually and as an integrated whole, describe not only expectations for
college, career, and civic readiness, but the 21+ century literacies necessary for critical and innovative thinking and
problem solving. The progression of skills within each strand are research and evidence-based and designed to prepare
Nebraska's students for post-secondary and workforce demands.

Content Area Standards Overview

Nebraska Revised Statute 79-760.01 requires the State Board of Education to adopt measurable academic content
standards for the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social studies. Standards describe grade-level
expectations for given content areas and provide a framework upon which Nebraska districts develop, establish, and
implement curriculum. For effective teaching and learning to occur, the content area standards should drive local
decisions related to instructional materials, resources, and interim, formative, and summative assessments.

The Nebraska Department of Education has identified quality criteria in the development of content area standards.
These criteria ensure that standards are grounded in a strong research base of human cognition, motivation, and
teaching and learning and describe essential knowledge and skills for college, career, and civic readiness. The English
Language Arts standards, written by teams of Nebraska educators and reviewed by literacy experts, were developed
with the following of indicators of quality:

Measurable. Standards provide benchmarks against which student progress tfoward learning goals can be measured.
Appropriately challenging. Standards must build in complexity so that by the end of grade 12, students are prepared for
postsecondary education and the workforce.

Connected. Student learning is most effective when it connects knowledge and skills to related topics and real-world
applications.

Clearly worded. Content area standards must effectively communicate what students should know and be able to do.
Scaffolded. Indicators in the Nebraska content area standards scaffold student learning by sequencing connected
knowledge and skills across grades so that students build and deepen understanding and ability over fime.

Specific. Specificity assures that the language used in standards and indicators is sufficiently detailed to be accurately
interpreted by educators.
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English Language Arts Standards Design

Nebraska’s English Language Arts Standards reflect the tiered structure common across all Nebraska content area
standards. Grade-level standards include broad, overarching content-based statements that describe the basic
cognitive or affective expectations of student learning. They also reflect, across all grade levels, the long-term goals for
learning associated with college- and career-readiness. Indicators further describe what students must know and be able
to do to meet the standard as well as provide guidance related to classroom instruction. In addition to standards and
indicators, some of the Nebraska Standards for English Language Arts provide examples. The “e.g.” statements, where
appropriate, provide guidance relative to topics that may be included in a locally determined curriculum.

Nebraska'’s standards are organized with three levels of specificity:
» K-12 Comprehensive Statements—I|dentify broad, general statements that are not grade-level specific and cover
big ideas in the English Language Arts (Foundations of Reading, Reading Prose and Poetry, Reading Informational

Text, Vocabulary, Writing, and Speaking and Listening).

= Grade-Level Expectations—Statements that identify what students should know and be able to do by the end of
each identified grade/band. These statements are found within the categories of each strand, for example,
Reading Prose and Poetry and Reading Informational Text strands are organized into four categories: Central Ideas
and Details, Author’s Craft, Knowledge and Ideas, and Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity. Each of
these categories includes a statement that describes the expectations for proficiency and remain consistent

through grade levels.
= Curricular Indicators—Specific information to distinguish expectations between grade levels. They are considered

an integral part of the standard to be taught.

Coding
The standards are organized using a coding system that includes the content area, grade level, an abbreviation for the
strand, the category within the strand, and the number within the strand. Lowercase letters represent indicators for some

of the standards. Note—not all standards include indicators.

Example: LAKK.F.1.a
LA= Content Area
K= Kindergarten
F= Foundations of Reading
1= Concepts of Print
a= Indicator
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K-12 Comprehensive English Language Arts Standards

Strand Comprehensive Standard
Foundations of Reading (F) Students will develop and apply decoding and language comprehension skills and
strategies to comprehend and learn from increasingly complex texts.
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend grade-level
literary texts.
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend grade-level
informational texts.
Student will build and use conversational, academic, and discipline-specific, grade-level
vocabulary.
Writing (W) and Foundations of  Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate effectively for a
Writing (FW) variety of purposes.
Students will learn and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate
effectively for a variety of audiences and purposes.

Spiraled, Vertical Progressions. The revised 2021 Nebraska English Language Arts Standards are formatted to support
educators in both grade-level and vertical instructional planning. In addition to organization by grade level, the
standards and indicators are formatted into spiraled, vertical articulations. This design demonstrates the interrelated
nature of skills in the English Language Arts and their progression through the grade levels. The purpose of presenting the
standards into vertical charts is to provide educators with a practical tool for the development of a locally-determined,
standards-aligned curriculum.

For each standard in the areas of Foundations of Reading, Reading Prose and Poetry, Reading Informational Text,

Writing*, Vocabulary, and Speaking and Listening, the standards and indicators are listed in a table format from the 11-12

grade band and ending at Kindergarten.

*Foundations of Writing standards and indicators are not charted.
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Text at the Center

The graphic below illustrates an integrated model of literacy. Although the standards are organized into the essential
components of Foundations of Reading, Reading Comprehension, Writing, Vocabulary, and Speaking and Listening for
conceptual clarity, the strands are closely interrelated. For example, students should engage in meaningful writing tasks in
response to the complex texts they are reading. Likewise, many of the skills associated with research are applicable to
both writing and speaking tasks. The hallmark of effective ELA instruction is in the English Language Arts is to demonstrate
this interrelatedness through thoughtful planning in daily lessons and in the scope and sequence of knowledge and skills
over the course of a year.

The 2021 revised College and Career Ready Standards for English Language Arts
illustrate a text-centered approach to instruction. All students become proficient
through deliberate practice. Practice means that students engage in an
abundance of reading during the literacy block, both on- and off-grade-level,
combined with thoughtful instruction so that all students have access to grade-
level, complex texts. Students should have ample opportunity to express their
understanding of meaning through discussion and writing. High-quality, grade-
level complex texts can also provide the basis for instruction in other domains
such as vocabulary acquisition and grammar, usage, and mechanics skills.

Students should spend significant time actively reading content-rich, complex
text. Close reading of complex text is concentrated, demanding work that helps
students discover how to learn from reading and grow their knowledge,
vocabulary, and understanding of syntax.

Students should engage in a volume of reading to build knowledge and be
exposed to academic language in all content areas. That volume of reading needs to be at a range of complexity levels
so that every student can eventually read independently and proficiently. Much of this volume should be with
information-rich text, either full-length books or conceptually connected shorter texts (groups of texts that cohere
together to create a picture of a topic). A text-centered approach provides rich ELA/literacy classroom experiences and
builds confident, joyful readers.
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Why text complexity matters. Nearly half of American students graduating from high school will require some level of
remediation to successfully read and understand the texts they will encounter as they enter college or the workforce. By
the time many students complete their K-12 education, they are not able to meet the reading requirements they will face
after graduation. An extensive body of research has emerged to explore the role of text complexity as it relates to
students’ ability to independently and proficiently comprehend the kinds of texts required in postsecondary work or their
chosen career fields. A 2006 ACT study Reading Between the Lines examined student performance on reading
comprehension measures to understand why some students performed below benchmark. The report indicated that the
skills differentiating students who met the benchmark for reading proficiency from those who did not was their ability to
answer correctly questions about more complex text.

The role of standards. The revised standards emphasize the range and complexity of texts that move students to
proficiency as they progress through the grades. Below is the 3-part model for measuring the complexity of texts.

Qualitative measures. These include dimensions of text such as its purpose, levels of
meaning, structure, conventions of language, and the knowledge demands they place
upon the reader.

Quantitative measures. These measures refer to aspects of text complexity that can be
objectively measured, for example, word length and frequency, sentence length, and
text cohesion.

Reader and Task considerations. While quantitative and qualitative elements of
complexity focus on the text itself, the Reader and Task dimension considers individual
readers and variables such as their motivation, background knowledge, and the purpose
and difficulty of the task associated with a given text. Assessments in this dimension rely on professional judgment and
expertise of classroom teachers as they consider their students and the subject matter at hand.

Reader and Task

Lexile ranges. Measures of text complexity must be aligned with college and career readiness expectations for all
students. Qualitative scales of text complexity should be anchored at one end by descriptions of texts representative of
those required in typical first-year, credit-bearing college courses and in workforce training programs. Similarly,
quantitative measures should identify the college- and career-ready reading level as one endpoint of the scale. Please
see Appendix A for associated Lexile ranges by grade band.
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Distribution of literary and informational text types. The 2009 reading framework for the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) requires a high and increasing proportion of informational text on its assessments as students
advance through the grades. The revised standards for English Language Arts are aligned to this framework so that all
students are equipped to meet the text complexity demands of college and career readiness.

Grade ‘ Literary Informational
4 50% 50%
8 45% 55%
12 30% 70%

Source: National Assessment Governing Board. 2008.
Reading Framework for the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress.

Distribution of communicative purposes by grade in the 2011 NAEP Writing Framework. NAEP likewise outlines a distribution
across the grades of the core purposes and types of student writing. The Framework recognizes these modes as mutually
reinforcing writing capacities—writing to persuade, to explain, and to convey real or imagined experiences. A body of
evidence related to the demands of college and career readiness requires shifting emphasis so that in grades 9-12, the
overwhelming focus of writing is on arguments and informative/explanatory text types.

Grade To Persuade To Explain To Convey
Experience
4 30% 35% 35%
8 35% 35% 30%
12 40% 40% 20%

Source: National Assessment Governing Board. 2007.
Writing framework for the 2011 National Assessment of Educational Progress, pre-publication edition. lowa City, IA: ACT, Inc.

Shared responsibility for literacy development. ELA teachers have a unique and specialized role in developing students’
literacy skills, including systematic instruction of the foundations of reading and writing. But the comprehensive nature of
the standards—reading, writing, language development, vocabulary acquisition, speaking and listening—and their
applicability to student success in other content areas, requires that they be a shared responsibility within the school. An
interdisciplinary approach to literacy assures students receive explicit instruction in reading and writing with a wide range
of discipline-specific texts and tasks.
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The Nebraska Instructional Materials Collaborative

Every Nebraska student deserves the opportunity to learn from high-quality, standards-aligned instructional materials to
prepare for success in college, career, and civic life. While the revised standards lay out a roadmap for the acquisition of
215t century literacy skills, high-quality instructional materials, along with a well-crafted, locally determined curriculum, are
essential to assuring students meet grade-level benchmarks.

NEBRASKA The Nebraska Instructional Materials Collaborative promotes and advances
equity by providing tools and resources so that all Nebraska students have
INSTRUCTIONAL access to high-quality materials. This includes learning the content outlined in
MATERIALS Nebraska's college- and career-ready standards but also includes opportunities
’ I COLLABORATIVE forstudents to discover and explore their passions within the context of
postsecondary interests. Research demonstrates that English language learners,
students with disabilities, low-income, and students of color are less likely to have
access to high quality content or textbooks in the classroom. This inequity, in part, accounts for the significant
achievement gap between these students and their peers. The NIMC is committed to help address this gap.

Developing a vision. As districts consider instructional materials, a key first step is establishing a district-wide vision for
excellent literacy instruction in which all students have access to grade-appropriate assignments, strong instruction, deep
engagement, and teachers with high expectations.

The implementation of high-quality instructional materials is a critical to assuring students have access to the grade-level
texts, tasks, and instruction that will prepare them for future success. The Nebraska Instructional Materials Collaborative
provides reviews of ELA materials based upon:

= the text quality and complexity and their alignment to standards with tasks grounded in evidence;
= the knowledge-building of texts, vocabulary, and tasks;
» and instructional supports and usability measures.

In addition to review tools, the NIMC provides an abundance of resources such as subject-specific guidance
for navigating the selection and implementation process, supporting research, professional development
resources, communication tools, archived webinars, upcoming events, FAQs, and a statewide map of HQIMs in
use by Nebraska districts, To learn more please visit the Nebraska Instructional Materials Collaborative website.
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Social Emotional Learning

Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults understand and manage emotions,
set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make
responsible decisions. Because SEL plays a critical role in learning and human development, the revised standards for
English Language Arts recognize it as an integral part of rigorous and meaningful curriculum and instruction.

The CASEL Framework. The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) is a widely used framework
that identifies five core competencies:

MOME AND COMMUyy, Tigs
SCHOOLS

P o g Self-awareness: The ability to accurately recognize one’s emotions and thoughts and their
influence on behavior. This includes accurately assessing one’s strengths and limitations and
possessing a well-grounded sense of confidence and optimism.

SOCIAL AND

Self-management: The ability to regulate one’s emotions, thoughts, and behaviors
effectively in different situations. This includes managing stress, controlling impulses,
motivating oneself, and setting and working toward achieving personal and academic
goals.
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Social awareness: The ability to take the perspective of and empathize with others from
diverse backgrounds and cultures, to understand social and ethical norms for behavior, and
to recognize family, school, and community resources and supporfs.

Relationship skills: The ability to establish and maintain healthy and rewarding relationships with diverse individuals and
groups. This includes communicating clearly, listening actively, cooperating, resisting inappropriate social pressure,
negotiating conflict constructively, and seeking and offering help when needed.

Responsible decision-making: The ability to make constructive and respectful choices about personal behavior and

social interactions based on consideration of ethical standards, safety concerns, social norms, the realistic evaluation of
consequences of various actions, and the well-being of self and others.
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Foundations of Reading

A sequence of explicit, systematic phonics instruction provides the foundation for literacy. Nebraska's 2021 College and
Career Ready Foundations of Reading standards align with the body of research known as the science of reading. A
systematic approach to the foundational skills—Concepts of Print, Phonological Awareness, Phonics and Word Analysis,
and Fluency—supports emergent readers as they develop proficiency during the early years.

Concepts of print. Print concepfts refers to the awareness of how print works. Examples include that print reads from left to
right, that words are separated by spaces, and basic knowledge of the parts of a book.

Phonological awareness. Phonological or phonemic awareness is the ability to recognize and manipulate the sounds in
spoken language. Young children begin developing phonological awareness by enjoying and reciting rhyming words
and alliterative phrases from familiar stories, songs, or nursery rhymes.

Phonics and word analysis. The ability to match the sounds of spoken language with individual letters or groups of letters is
known as phonics. Instruction focuses on common letter-sound correspondences, strategies for sounding out letters, and
blending sounds into words. Word analysis instruction focuses on recognizing base words, prefixes, and suffixes in
increasingly complex words.

Fluency. Fluency is the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and appropriate expression. As the ability fo decode, or
master letter-sound relationships, improves, so does a student’s ability to read smoothly and clearly. Fluency is considered
the "“bridge” to reading comprehension; a student is considered a proficient reader when both fluency and reading
comprehension are at grade level.

The graphic below, known as Scarborough’s Rope, represents the complexities involved in learning to read and illustrates
the interconnectedness of foundational reading skills. The Reading Rope is comprised of upper and lower “strands”
related to language comprehension and word recognition. The elements of word recognition work together as a young
reader develops automaticity with decoding and fluency with reading aloud. Language comprehension skills that
include background knowledge, vocabulary, and knowledge of language structures, complement development in the
lower strand. Over time, increasingly strategic instruction and opportunities for practice assure students grow into
proficient readers.
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Language Comprehension
I Background Knowledge

Skilled Reading
Fluent execution and
coordination of word
recognition and text
comprehension.

IVocabuIary Knowledge Increasingly

I Language Structures Strategic
I Verbal Reasoning

I Literacy Knowledge

Word Recognition

Phonological Awareness

&
I Decoding (and Spelling) 9
I Sight Recognition

-~ 4 .
Increasingly
Automatic
Scarborough, 2011

The extent to which students master foundational skills determines their later ability to understand complex, grade-level
texts in a variety of subject areas. While many students progress through learning targets naturally and with ease, as
literacy expert and author Dr. Louisa Moats explains, “Teaching reading to a student who does not learn easily or
naturally is a complex and challenging professional enterprise that requires deep knowledge of content of the cognitive
and language factors that shape student learning, and of pedagogical detail.”

The Nebraska State Board of Education supports and encourages systemic efforts to improve early literacy for all students,
working to ensure that all students become successful readers and writers prepared for college, career, and civic life. To
learn more about instructional resources, including for readers who struggle, please visit
https://www.education.ne.gov/nebraskareads/.
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Key Features of the Standards

Reading: Text complexity and the growth of
comprehension. The Reading standards place equal
emphasis on the sophistication of what students read and
the skill with which they read. The standards are designed
to demonstrate a grade-by-grade “staircase” of
increasing text complexity that rises from beginning
reading fo the college and career readiness level.
Whatever they are reading, students must also show a
steadily growing ability to discern more from and make
fuller use of text, including making an increasing number
of connections among ideas and between texts,
considering a wider range of textual evidence, and
becoming more sensitive to inconsistencies, ambiguities,
and poor reasoning in texts.

Writing: Text types, responding to reading, and research.
The revised standards acknowledge the fact that whereas
some writing skills, such as the ability to plan, revise, edit,
and publish, are applicable to many types of writing, other
skills are more properly defined in terms of specific writing
types: arguments, informative/explanatory texts, and
literary forms. The Modes of Writing standards and
indicators convey the importance of the writing-reading
connection by requiring students to draw upon and write
about evidence from literary and informational texts.
Because of the centrality of writing to most forms of
inquiry, research standards are prominently included in this
strand, though skills important to research are infused
throughout this document.
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Production of writing: Conventions, effective use, and
vocabulary. The Production of Writing strand includes the
many skills that comprise essential “rules” of standard
written and spoken English, but they also approach
language as a matter of craft and informed choice
among alternatives. These standards and indicators also
recognize the sentence as the building block of writing
and build in sophistication as they progress through the
grades. The Vocabulary standards complement the
sequence of grammar, usage, and mechanics with their
focus on understanding words and phrases, their
relationships, and their nuances and on acquiring new
vocabulary, particularly general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases.

Speaking and Listening: Flexible communication and
collaboration Including but not limited to skills necessary
for formal presentations. The Speaking and Listening
standards require students to develop a range of broadly
useful oral communication and interpersonal skills.
Students must learn to work together, express and listen
carefully to ideas, infegrate information from oral, visual,
quantitative, and media sources, evaluate what they
hear, use media and visual displays strategically to help
achieve communicative purposes, and adapt speech to
context and task.
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Kindergarten
Standards
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FOUNDATIONS OF READING

Concepts of Print | Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
LA.K.F.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.

o}
o.

C.

d.

Identify all upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet in isolation and in connected text.

Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of letters, and that print
carries meaning.

Demonstrate understanding that words are separated by spaces in print; demonstrate understanding of one-to-
one correspondence between voice and print.

Demonstrate knowledge that print reads from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

Phonological Awareness | Demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.
LA.K.F.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

® Q000

—h

Segment and count spoken sentences into words.

Recognize and begin to produce oral rhymes.

Count, produce, and segment spoken words into syllables and identify syllable parts.

Blend onsets and rimes to form simple words (e.g., v-an, gr-ab).

Delete part of a syllable within a spoken word including compound words (e.g., “Say ‘parsnip.’ Say it again but
don't say ‘par;’ e.g., “Say ‘cowboy.’ Say it again but don't say ‘cow’”).

Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in two- and three-phoneme (VC or
CVC) words, excluding CVC words ending with /I/, /r/, or /x/.

Phonics and Word Analysis | Demonstrate phonetic and word analysis knowledge and apply decoding skills to isolated
words and in connected text.
LA.K.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding (spelling) words.

a.

© 000

Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one sound to letter correspondences by producing the primary or many
of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

Demonstrate the long and short sounds with common spellings (graphemes) for the five major vowels.

Decode consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words.

Encode consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words.

Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the letters that differ.
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Fluency | Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
a. Recognize upper and lowercase letters automatically and accurately.
b. Read decodable consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words with automaticity and accuracy.
c. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy (e.g. Fry or Dolch words or those included
in instructional materials).

Instructional Considerations

* |nrecognizing and producing oral rhymes, students should indicate the location of the rhyme, i.e. at the end of a line of print.

= Students can demonstrate understanding of one-to-one correspondence between voice and print by pointing to each word
in a sentence asit is read aloud.

= Phonological awareness refers to oral skills and fo the syllable, onset-rime, and phoneme levels and does not involve print or
letter knowledge.

=  Many high-frequency words at the primary grade levels are either iregularly spelled or temporarily irregular, thus students
have not yet learned the phonics rule that would enable them to decode the word. Those words that are decodable should
be infroduced to students using appropriate phonics rules. High-frequency words should be infroduced utilizing the regular
sound-spelling patterns found within the word, not only as words to be memorized.

= Reading fluency refers to efficient, effective word recognition skills that permit a reader to construct the meaning of text.
“Fluency is manifested in accurate, rapid, expressive oral reading and is applied during, and makes possible, silent reading
comprehension,” (Pikulski & Chard, 2005).
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the
development of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary texts.

LA.K.RP.1 With prompting and support, orally retell familiar stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding
of their central message or lesson.

LA.K.RP.2 With prompting and support, identify main character(s), setting, and important events in a literary text.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction
of individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.K.RP.3 With prompting and support, define the role of author and illustrator in a literary text.

LA.K.RP.4 With prompting and support, identify the basic characteristics of literary text.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.K.RP.5 With prompting and support, compare and contrast the experiences of characters in familiar stories.
LA.K.RP.6 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a literary text.

LA.K.RP.7 With prompting and support, make connections between own experiences and other cultures in literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary texts
independently and proficiently.
LA.K.RP.8 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

B Instructional Considerations

= Making predictions and drawing conclusions, known as forward inferencing, occur when readers draw from textual
information provided up to that point in the text; confirming predictions using textual evidence is a necessary step after
making predictions about a topic or events.

= At this grade level, descriptions should be both oral and written as students respond to questions or engage in discussion.

= |n describing settings or characters, students should explain what in the text the descriptions are based upon.

= Students should be made aware that not all narratives contain a central message or lesson.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational texts.

LA.K.RL.1 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details in an informational text.

LA.K.RL.2 With prompting and support, identify key individuals, events, or pieces of information in an informational text.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational texts.

LA.K.RL.3 With prompting and support, define the role of author and illustrator in presenting the ideas or information in a
text.

LA.K.RL.4 With prompting and support, use text features (titles, headings, visuals) to predict or confirm the topic of a text.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational texts.

LA.K.RL.5 With prompting and support, identify basic similarities and differences between two informational texts on the
same topic.

LA.K.RL.6 With prompting and support, explain the difference between facts and opinions about a topic.

LA.K.RL.7 With prompting and support, make connections between own experiences and other cultures in informational
texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational texts
independently and proficiently.
LA.K.RL.8 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

B Instructional Considerations

= A tfext’s fopic is its general subject, which is typically a word or short phrase describing what the text is about, for example,
“zo00 animals.”

= Making predictions and drawing conclusions, known as forward inferencing, occur when readers draw from textual
information provided up to that point in the text; confirming predictions using textual evidence is a necessary step after
making predictions about a topic or events.

= At this grade level, students may explain orally statements of fact or opinion either in response to questions or while engaging
in discussion of text.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.K.V.1 Recognize and use conversational and grade-level academic vocabulary.

o}
o.

C.

With prompting and support, identify new meanings of familiar words (e.g., park, ring, fly).

With prompting and support, use commonly occurring inflections and affixes to determine the meaning of
unknown words.

With prompting and support, determine the meanings of key words and phrases using provided reference
materials and classroom resources.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.K.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a.

o.
C.

. With prompting and support, identify and explain descriptive words and phrases that suggest feelings or appeal to

With prompting and support, sort common words and phrases info conceptual categories to develop an
understanding of word relationships.

With prompting and support, deepen understanding of words by identifying and relating them to their opposites.
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key words and phrases to determine their meaning.

the senses.

 Instructional Considerations

Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.
The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

Include a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Foundations of Writing | Apply handwriting skills fo communicate ideas and information.

LA.K.FW.1 Demonstrate basic handwriting skills.
a. ldentify and match upper and lowercase manuscript letters.
b. Print many upper and lowercase manuscript letters using reference materials and classroom resources.
c. Write left to right and use appropriate spacing between letters and words.

LA.K.FW.2 Demonstrate sound-letter concepts when writing.

Segment phonemes orally in single-syllable words.

Demonstrate understanding that syllables are organized around vowel sounds.

Form upper and lowercase manuscript letters using reference materials and classroom resources.
Write left to right and use appropriate spacing between letters and words.

Q000

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.

LA.K.W.1 With prompting and support, form and use complete simple sentences in shared language activities.
Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.

Recognize and name end punctuation.

ldentify nouns (e.g., singular and plural) and simple verbs (e.g., action).

Form regular plural nouns by adding /s/ or /es/.

Use interrogatives to ask questions.

Use subject-verb agreement in simple sentences.

00000

LA.K.W.2 With prompting and support, use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
a. Use prewriting activities and resources to generate ideas.
b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.
c. Use feedback from others to improve writing and/or add details.
d. Use or decipher multiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, font, graphics, symbols).

e. Use appropriate digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or with peers.
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Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.K.W.3 With prompting and support, narrate personal or fictional events in a sequential order using a combination of
drawing, dictating, and/or writing.

LA.K.W.4 With prompting and support, express an opinion about a topic or text with one supporting reason using a
combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing.

LA.K.W.5 With prompting and support, write informative/explanatory pieces about a topic or text with one supporting fact
using a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing.

LA.K.W.6 With prompting and support, identify information from provided sources to answer a question using a
combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing.

Instructional Considerations

The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narratfive forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poetry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.

At this grade level, written pieces may be a combination of words, pictures, and dictated text.

At this grade level, some personal opinion may be included in informational pieces.

The improvement of writing refers to the editing of both drawing and writing.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.

LA.K.SL.1 With prompting and support, participate with peers and adults in structured discussions and routines about
Kindergarten topics and texts.

a.
o.
C.

d.
e.

Ask pertinent questions to acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse
perspectives.

Develop attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, recalling).

Complete a task following one/two-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.K.SL.2 With prompting and support, describe familiar people, places, things, and events, and provide additional detail.

a.

©Q00

Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations.

Convey a personal perspective with clear reasons.

Explain the purpose of information being presented.

Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., helpful/hurtful words).
Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to support verbal communication.

l instructional Considerations

Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as infegrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.

At this grade level, students should be encouraged to reply to questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 1
Standards
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HFOUNDATIONS OF READING

Concepts of Print | Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
LA.1.F.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.

a.

Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence.

Phonological Awareness | Demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.
understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
LA.1.F.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

a.

o.
C.
d.

ldentify, segment and blend phonemes in single syllable spoken three and four phoneme words including words
with blends.

Delete initial and final phonemes in words.

Substitute phonemes in spoken words to build new words in single-syllable words with no blends.

Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes in simple, one-syllable words to make new words (e.g., “Say ‘map.’
Say it again and instead of /p/ say /t/. What is the new word? ‘Mat’”).

Phonics and Word Analysis | Demonstrate phonetic and word analysis knowledge and apply decoding skills to isolated
words and in connected text.
LA.1.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding (spelling) words.

a.

Q000

Decode and encode words using knowledge of sound-spelling correspondence for common consonant digraphs,
tri-graphs, and blends.

Decode and encode simple words with r-controlled vowels.

Decode and encode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Decode and encode final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds.

Decode and encode two-syllable words with regular patterns by breaking the words into syllables.

Decode and encode words with inflectional endings.

Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed
word.

Recognize and read grade-appropriate, iregularly spelled words.
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Fluency | Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
LA.1.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding
(spelling) words.
a. Decode and encode words with inflectional endings.
b. Use appropriate rate, expression, and infonation to reflect the meaning of text.
c. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy (e.g., Fry or Dolch words or those

included in instructional materials).

Instructional Considerations

Phonological awareness refers to oral skills and to the syllable, onset-rime, and phoneme levels and does not involve print or
letter knowledge.

Phonics refers to the relationship between graphemes (letters or letter combinations) and phonemes (speech sounds).
Many high-frequency words at the primary grade levels are either irregularly spelled or temporarily irregular, thus students
have not yet learned the phonics rule that would enable them to decode the word. Those words that are decodable should
be infroduced to students using appropriate phonics rules. High-frequency words should be infroduced utilizing the regular
sound-spelling patterns found within the word, not only as words to be memorized.

Reading fluency refers to efficient, effective word recognition skills that permit a reader to construct the meaning of text.
“Fluency is manifested in accurate, rapid, expressive oral reading and is applied during, and makes possible, silent reading
comprehension,” (Pikulski & Chard, 2005).

Students aft this grade level should practice reading fluently with texts within the grade band for quantitative complexity
measures and appropriate in content and qualitative measures.
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary texts.

LA.1.RP.1 Retell familiar stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson
from a literary text.

LA.1.RP.2 Identify the main character(s), setting, and important events, drawing on key details in a literary text.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary texts.

LA.1.RP.3 Explain the difference between the roles of author and narrator or speaker in a literary text.

LA.1.RP.4 Identify the basic characteristics of literary text, drawing on a wide range of text types.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary texts.

LA.1.RP.5 Compare and contrast the experiences of characters in familiar stories.

LA.1.RP.6 Ask and answer questions about key details in a literary text.

LA.1.RP.7 Make connections between own experiences and other cultures in literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary texts
independently and proficiently.

LA.1.RP.8 With prompting and support, read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity for
Grade 1.

B Instructional Considerations

= Making predictions and drawing conclusions, known as forward inferencing, occur when readers draw from textual
information provided up to that point in the text; confirming predictions using textual evidence is a necessary step after
making predictions about a topic or events.

= At this grade level, descriptions should be both oral and written as students respond to questions or engage in discussion.

= |n describing settings or characters, students should explain what in the text the descriptions are based upon.

= Students should be made aware that not all narratives contain a central message or lesson.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the
development of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational texts.

LA.1.RI.1 Identify the main topic and key details in an informational text.

LA.1.RL.2 Identify key individuals, events, or pieces of information in an informational text.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction
of individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational texts.

LA.1.RL.3 Define the role of the author and illustrator in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

LA.1.RL.4 Use text features (titles, headings, visuals) to predict or confirm the topic of a text.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational texts.

LA.1.RL5 Identify basic similarities and differences between two informational texts on the same topic.

LA.1.RL6 Identify an author’s opinion(s) about a text.

LA.1.RL.7 Make connections between own experiences and other cultures in informational texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational texts
independently and proficiently.

LA.1.RL.8 With prompting and support, read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity for Grade 1.

B Instructional Considerations

= Atfext’s fopic is its general subject, which is typically a word or short phrase describing what the text is about, for example,
“z00 animals.”

= Making predictions and drawing conclusions, known as forward inferencing, occur when readers draw from textual
information provided up to that point in the text; confirming predictions using textual evidence is a necessary step after
making predictions about a topic or events.

= At this grade level, students should explain both orally and in writing statements of fact or opinion, either in response to
qguestions or while engaging in discussion of text.

= Simple graphic organizers (Venn diagrams, t-charts) will support students in understanding similarities and differences.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.1.V.1 Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary.

a. Use sentence-level context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use commonly occurring affixes to determine the meaning of unknown words.

c. ldentify commonly occurring root words and their inflectional forms.

d. Determine the meanings of key words and phrases using provided reference materials and classroom resources.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.1.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

Sort common words and phrases into conceptual categories to develop an understanding of word relationships.
Define words by their category and simple attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims).

Ask and answer questions about key words and phrases to determine their meaning.

Distinguish nuances of meaning between common verbs (e.g., glance, stare) and adjectives differing in intensity
(e.g., large, gigantic).

0O0oQo

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Foundations of Writing | Apply handwriting skills to legibly communicate ideas and information.
LA.1.FW.1 Demonstrate and apply handwriting skills.

a. Print all upper and lowercase manuscript letters using correct formation.

b. Write the common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.

c. Use appropriate spacing between letters and words.

LA.1.FW.2 Demonstrate sound-letter concepts when writing.
a. Segment phonemes in two- and three-phoneme syllables.
b. Write letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to represent consonants; demonstrate
understanding that every syllable has a vowel.

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.1.W.1 Write and expand grammatically correct simple sentences and paragraphs.

a. Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., days of the week, names of people).

b. Use end punctuation, commas in dates, and commas to separate single words in a series.

c. ldentify and use nouns (e.g., common, proper), pronouns (e.g., personal and possessive), verbs (e.g., past,

present), and descriptive adjectives.
d. Form and use regular and frequently occurring irregular plural nouns.
e. Use subject-verb agreement in simple and compound sentences.

LA.1.W.2 Develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a. Use prewriting activities and resources to generate and organize ideas.

b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.

c. Use feedback from others to improve writing and/or add details.

d. Use or decipher multiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, font, graphics, symbols).

e. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing
individually or in collaboration with peers.
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Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.1.W.3 With prompting and support, write personal or fictional creative and/or expressive pieces that retell two
or more appropriately sequenced events.

a. Include some relevant details.

b. Use time order words to signal sequence of events.

c. Provide a sense of closure.

LA.1.W.4 With prompting and support, express an opinion about a topic or text and provide a supporting reason.
a. Introduce a topic or text.
b. State an opinion and provide a reason to support the opinion.
c. Provide a sense of closure.

LA.1.W.5 With prompting and support, write informative/explanatory pieces about a topic or text with supporting
facts and details.

a. Infroduce a topic.

b. Develop a topic using supporting facts and details.

c. Use words and phrases related to the topic.

d. Provide a sense of closure.

LA.1.W.6 With prompting and support, identify information from provided sources to answer a question.

Retell or recall information from provided sources.

Use provided print and/or digital tools to gather information and ideas to answer questions.

Sort evidence and information into categories.

Use provided print and/or digital tools to gather information and ideas and to answer questions.

Practice safe behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g., safe information
to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials).

®©00 00
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Instructional Considerations

Grammair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.1.SL.1 Partficipate with peers and adults in structured discussions and routines about 1st grade topics and texts.

a. Ask pertinent questions to acquire or confirm information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse

perspectives.
d. Develop attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, recalling).
e. Complete a task following one/two-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.1.SL.2 Tell a story or recount experiences with appropriate facts and pertinent descriptive details.
a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 1st grade texts.
Convey a personal perspective with clear reasons.
With prompting and support, explain the purpose of information being presented.
Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., helpful/hurtful words).
Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to support verbal communication.

®©Q00T

l instructional Considerations
= Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as integrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.
= At this grade level, students should be encouraged fo reply o questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
=  Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 2
Standards
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FOUNDATIONS OF READING

Concepts of Print | Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
LA.2.F.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
a. Recognize the distinguishing features of a paragraph including that multiple sentences may be used to form a
paragraph and the author may indent or skip a line to signal a new paragraph.

Phonological Awareness | Demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.
LA.2.F.2 Demonstrate understanding of advanced phonemic awareness skills in spoken words, syllables, and sounds
(phonemes).
a. ldentify, segment, and blend phonemes in single syllable spoken five and six phoneme words including words with
blends, digraphs, and trigraphs.
b. Substitute sounds in words with five or more phonemes.
c. Delete initial and final phonemes in words including words with blends.

Phonics and Word Analysis | Demonstrate phonetic and word analysis knowledge and apply decoding skills to isolated
words and in connected text.
LA.2.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding (spelling) words.

a. Decode words with variable vowel tfeams and vowel diphthongs.

b. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.

c. Decode words with open and closed syllables and consonant -le.

d. Decode words with common Anglo roots and suffixes.

e. Decode words with silent letter combinations.

Fluency | Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
LA.2.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a variety of grade-level texts to support
comprehension.
a. Read a variety of texts accurately using appropriate rate, expression, and intonation to reflect meaning.
b. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy (e.g., Fry or Dolch words or those
included in instructional materials).
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Instructional Considerations

= Phonological awareness refers to oral skills and to the syllable, onset-rime, and phoneme levels and does not involve print or
letter knowledge.

= Phonics refers to the relationship between graphemes (letters or letter combinations) and phonemes (speech sounds).

=  Many high-frequency words at the primary grade levels are either iregularly spelled or temporarily iregular, thus students
have not yet learned the phonics rule that would enable them to decode the word. Those words that are decodable should
be infroduced to students using appropriate phonics rules. High-frequency words should be infroduced utilizing the regular
sound-spelling patterns found within the word, not only as words to be memorized.

= Reading fluency refers to efficient, effective word recognition skills that permit a reader to construct the meaning of text.
“Fluency is manifested in accurate, rapid, expressive oral reading and is applied during, and makes possible, silent reading
comprehension,” (Pikulski & Chard, 2005).

= Students at this grade level should practice reading fluently with texts within the grade band for quantitative complexity
measures and appropriate in content and qualitative measures.
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.2.RP.1 Recount narratives and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.

LA.2.RP.2 Describe characters and how they interact with one another.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.2.RP.3 Determine and explain who is telling a story within and across literary texts.

LA.2.RP.4 Describe the basic structure of a literary text, including how literary elements are introduced and developed
and conflicts are resolved.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.2.RP.5 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same literary text by different authors or from different
cultures.

LA.2.RP.6 Ask and answer literal (e.g., recall/details) and simple inferential (e.g., why or how) questions about key details in
a literary text.

LA.2.RP.7 Compare and contrast topics in a variety of literary texts to build knowledge of cultures (e.g., history, values,
beliefs, and behaviors).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text
independently and proficiently.

LA.2.RP.8 With scaffolding as needed, read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity for
Grade 2.

B Instructional Considerations
= Making predictions and drawing conclusions, known as forward inferencing, occur when readers draw from textual
information provided up to that point in the text; confirming predictions using text evidence is a necessary step.
= |n describing settings or characters, students should explain what in the text the descriptions are based upon.
= Students should be made aware that not all narratives contain a central message or lesson.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational text.

LA.2.RI.1 Identify the main topic and key details in a multi-paragraph text.

LA.2.RI.2 Describe the connections between individuals, historical events, scientific ideas, or steps in a process.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.2.RI1.3 Determine and explain the author’s purpose in an informational text, including what the author wants to answer,
explain, or describe.

LA.2.RL.4 Explain how text features (titles, headings, table of contents, glossaries, captions, graphs, maps, and/or other
visuals) contribute to the meaning of texts.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.2.RI.5 Compare and contrast the two most important ideas presented by two informational texts on the same topic.
LA.2.RL.6 Explain an author’s opinion(s) and supporting evidence from the text.

LA.2.RL1.7 Compare and contrast topics in a variety of informational texts to build knowledge of cultures (e.g., history,
values, beliefs, and behaviors).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.2.R1.8 With scaffolding as needed, read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity for Grade 2.

B Instructional Considerations
= Making predictions and drawing conclusions, known as forward inferencing, occur when readers draw from textual
information provided up to that point in the text; confirming predictions using textual evidence is a necessary step after
making predictions about a fopic or events.
= At this grade level, students should explain both orally and in writing statements of fact or opinion, either in response to
qguestions or while engaging in discussion of text.
= Simple graphic organizers (Venn diagrams, t-charts) will support students in understanding similarities and differences.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.2.V.1 Recognize and use conversational and grade-level academic vocabulary.

a. Use sentence-level context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use commonly occurring prefixes and suffixes fo determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g.,

happy/unhappy).

c. Use known root words to determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g., addition, additional).

d. Determine the meaning of compound words by using knowledge of individual words (e.g., birdhouse).

e. Determine the meanings of key words and phrases using provided reference materials and classroom resources.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
LA.2.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.
a. Ask and answer questions about key words and phrases to determine their meaning.
b. Distinguish nuances of meaning between closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw) and closely related adjectives
(e.g., thin, slender).

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast magjority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Foundations of Writing | Apply handwriting skills fo communicate ideas and information.
LA.2.FW.1 Demonstrate and apply handwriting skills.

a. Write legibly using correct formation of letters with automaticity and proper spacing between words.
LA.2.FW.2 Demonstrate sound-letter concepts when writing.

a. Write common graphemes (letters or letter groups) for each phoneme.

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.2.W.1 Write and expand grammatically correct sentences (e.g. declarative, imperative, interrogative, exclamatory).
a. Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., holidays, countries, product names).
b. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters; use apostrophes to form contractions and frequently occurring
POSsESSIVES.
c. ldentify and explain the use of nouns (e.g., collective and irregular plural), pronouns (e.g., demonstrative), verbs
(e.g., past tense irregular), simple prepositions, and frequently occurring conjunctions.
d. Maintain consistent verb tense across sentences or paragraphs.

LA.2.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.
a. Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.
b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.
c. Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising, considering feedback from
adults and peers.
d. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback from adults and peers.
e. Use or decipher multiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, font, graphics, symbols).
f. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.2.W.3 Write personal or fictional narratives that retell two or more appropriately sequenced events.

a. Include relevant details about characters and settings.

b. Use time order words to signal a sequence of events.

c. Provide a sense of closure.
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LA.2.W.4 Express an opinion and provide supporting reasons.

o}
o.
C.

Infroduce a topic or text.
State an opinion and provide reasons to support the opinion.
Provide a concluding statement or section.

LA.2.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces about a topic or text with supporting facts and details.

0000

Infroduce a topic or text.

Develop a topic with facts, details, and definitions.
Use words and phrases related to the topic.
Provide a concluding statement or section.

LA.2.W.é Locate information from provided sources to answer questions about a topic.

®© 0000

Retell information from provided sources to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.

ldentify print and digital tools to gather information and ideas and answer questions.

Sort evidence and information into categories.

Demonstrate academic integrity by referencing sources in writing and speaking.

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g., safe
information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).

Instructional Considerations

Grammiair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.2.SL.1 Participate with peers and adults in structured discussions and routines about 2nd grade topics and texts.

a. Ask pertinent questions to acquire or confirm information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse

perspectives.
d. Develop active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, recalling).
e. Complete a task following multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.2.SL.2 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and pertinent descriptive details.
a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 2nd grade texts.
Convey a personal perspective with clear reasons.
Explain the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., helpful/hurtful words).
Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to support verbal communication.

©Q00T

l instructional Considerations
= Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as integrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.
= At this grade level, students should be encouraged fo reply o questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
=  Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 3
Standards
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FOUNDATIONS OF READING

Concepts of Print | Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.

Phonological Awareness | Demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.
Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.

Phonics and Word Analysis | Demonstrate phonetic and word analysis knowledge and apply decoding skills to isolated
words and in connected text.
LA.3.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding (spelling) words.
a. Decode words with common Latin suffixes.
b. Decode words with common derivational suffixes and describe how they turn words into different parts of
speech.
c. Decode multisyllabic words.

Fluency | Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
LA.3.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a variety of grade-level text to support
comprehension.
a. Read a variety of text accurately using appropriate rate, expression/prosody and intonation to reflect the
meaning of text.
b. Adjust pace and prosody based on the purpose, complexity, form, and/or style of a text.
c. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy (e.g., Fry or Dolch words or those
included in instructional materials).
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Instructional Considerations

= Phonics refers to the relationship between graphemes (letters or letter combinations) and phonemes (speech sounds).

=  Many high-frequency words at the primary grade levels are either iregularly spelled or temporarily irregular, thus students
have not yet learned the phonics rule that would enable them to decode the word. Those words that are decodable should
be infroduced to students using appropriate phonics rules. High-frequency words should be infroduced utilizing the regular
sound-spelling patterns found within the word, not only as words to be memorized.

= Reading fluency refers to efficient, effective word recognition skills that permit a reader to construct the meaning of text.
“Fluency is manifested in accurate, rapid, expressive oral reading and is applied during, and makes possible, silent reading
comprehension,” (Pikulski & Chard, 2005).

= Students at this grade level should practice reading fluently with texts within the grade band for quantitative complexity
measures and appropriate in content and qualitative measures.

= Prosody refers to the patterns of pausing to reflect the meaning of text while reading aloud.
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary texts.
LA.3.RP.1 Identify the central message or lesson in a literary text and explain how key details support that idea.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary and informational text.

LA.3.RP.3 Determine and explain the point of view in a literary text.

LA.3.RP.4 Explain how sections of a literary text (e.g., chapters, scenes, stanzas) build on one another and contribute to
meaning.

LA.3.RP.2 Explain how characters respond to major events and challenges in a literary text.

LA.3.RI.1 Identify the central idea and explain how key details support that idea.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.3.RP.5 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of literary texts written by the same author about the
same or similar characters (e.g., books from a series).

LA.3.RP.6 Explain what the text says explicitly and draw inferences when asking and answering questions.

LA.3.RP.7 Compare and contrast themes, topics, and/or patterns of events in a range of literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text
independently and proficiently.

LA.3.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity for Grade 3 independently and
proficiently.

l Instructional Considerations
= |n describing setftings or characters, students should explain what in the text the descriptions are based upon.
= Students should be made aware that not all narratives contain a cenfral message or lesson.
= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a narrative is told.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational text.

LA.3.RL.1 Identify the central idea and explain how key details support that idea.

LA.3.RI.2 Explain the relationship between individuals, historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in a process.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.3.RI1.3 Determine and explain the author’s purpose in an informational text.

LA.3.RL.4 Explain how text features (titles, headings, table of contents, glossaries, captions, graphs, maps, and/or other
visuals) contribute fo meaning.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.3.RI.5 Compare and contrast the two most important ideas and key details presented by multiple informational texts
on the same topic.

LA.3.RL.6 Identify an author’s claim(s) and explain how the author supports the claim(s) in the text.

LA.3.RL.7 Compare and contrast topics and/or patterns of events in a range of informational texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.3.R1.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate complexity for Grade 3
independently and proficiently.

B Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s attitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.3.V.1 Acquire and use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately.

a. Use sentence-level context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use affixes to determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g., comfortable, uncomfortable).

c. Use known root words to determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g., company, companion).

d. Determine the meanings of key words and phrases using reference materials and classroom resources.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
LA.3.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a. Distinguish between literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).

b. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful).

c. Distinguish nuances of meaning between related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g.,

believed, suspected).

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.3.W.1 Write paragraphs using a variety of sentence types.

a.

b.

f.

g.

Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., historic periods, nationalities, languages), proper adjectives (e.g., South American),
and appropriate words in titles.

Use commas in addresses and commas and quotation marks in dialogue; use an apostrophe to form and use
POSsESSIVES.

Use frequently occurring nouns (e.g., concrete and abstract), verbs (regular and irregular), and simple verb tenses.

. Distinguish between and use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions and independent and dependent

clauses.

Explain the function of adjectives and adverbs in simple, compound, and complex sentences.
Use correct subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement in speaking and writing.

Use frequently occurring prepositions and prepositional phrases.

LA.3.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.

a.
o.

.

Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising, considering feedback from
adults and peers.

. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback from adults and peers.

Use or decipher multiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, cursive, font, graphics, symbols).
Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.
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Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.3.W.3 Write creative and/or expressive pieces that describe a well-developed event or experience.

a.

Engage and orient the ready by establishing a situation and infroducing a narrator and/or character(s).

b. Include descriptive details about characters, events, or settings.
C.
d. Provide a closure related to the creative or expressive event or experience.

Use words and phrases to signal a sequence of events.

LA.3.W.4 Write opinion pieces with supporting reasons and/or evidence.

a.
o.
C.

Infroduce a topic or text, state an opinion, and develop a structure that includes reasons and/or evidence.
Use linking words and phrases to connect opinions and reasons.
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion.

LA.3.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and convey ideas and information.

Qoo

Infroduce a topic and group related information together, including illustrations when useful to provide clarity.
Develop the topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, details) clearly related to the topic.

Use linking words and phrases and key vocabulary to connect ideas and categories of information.

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the topic.

LA.3.W.é Locate evidence from literary and/or informational text sources to answer questions about a topic.

o0

a o

@

Paraphrase information from sources to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.

. Identify print and digital tools to gather information and ideas to answer questions.

Sort evidence into categories using an appropriate note-taking format to collect and organize information.
Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and referencing sources in writing
and speaking; provide a list of sources.

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g., safe
information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).
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Instructional Considerations

Grammiair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.3.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 3rd grade topics and texts.

a. Ask relevant questions to build on ideas and acquire or confirm information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a discussion or collaboration.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse

perspectives.
d. Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, recalling, questioning).
e. Complete a task following multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.3.SL.2 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details.
a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 3rd grade fexts.
b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.
c. ldentify the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, multiple meanings of
words).
e. Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and add interest.

l instructional Considerations
= Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as integrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.
= At this grade level, students should be encouraged fo reply o questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
=  Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 4
Standards
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FOUNDATIONS OF READING

Concepts of Print | Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.

Phonological Awareness | Demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.
Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.

Phonics and Word Analysis | Demonstrate phonetic and word analysis knowledge and apply decoding skills to isolated
words and in connected text.
LA.4.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding (spelling) words.
a. Decode words with common Latin derived words.
b. Use combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots
and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in and out of context.

Fluency | Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
LA.4.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a variety of grade-level text to support
comprehension.
a. Read a variety of text accurately using appropriate rate, expression/prosody and intonation to reflect the
meaning of text.
b. Adjust pace and prosody based on the purpose, complexity, form, and/or style of a text.

Instructional Considerations

= Phonics refers to the relationship between graphemes (letters or letter combinations) and phonemes (speech sounds).

=  Many high-frequency words at the primary grade levels are either iregularly spelled or temporarily irregular, thus students
have not yet learned the phonics rule that would enable them to decode the word. Those words that are decodable should
be infroduced to students using appropriate phonics rules. High-frequency words should be infroduced utilizing the regular
sound-spelling patterns found within the word, not only as words to be memorized.

= Reading fluency refers to efficient, effective word recognition skills that permit a reader to construct the meaning of text.
“Fluency is manifested in accurate, rapid, expressive oral reading and is applied during, and makes possible, silent reading
comprehension,” (Pikulski & Chard, 2005).

= Students at this grade level should practice reading fluently with texts within the grade band for quantitative complexity
measures and appropriate in content and qualitative measures.

= Prosody refers to the patterns of pausing to reflect the meaning of text while reading aloud.
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.4.RP.1 Determine a theme in a literary text and how it is conveyed through key details.

LA.4.RP.2 Analyze a character, setting, or event in a literary text, drawing on specific details such as a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.4.RP.3 Distinguish reader perspective from the perspective and point of view of the narrator or the characters in a
literary text.

LA.4.RP.4 Compare and contrast the structural elements of literary texts (e.g., dramas, narratives, and poems).

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.4.RP.5 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics and patterns of events in literary texts by
different authors or from different cultures.

LA.4.RP.6 Explain what the text says explicitly and draw inferences when asking or answering questions, quoting or
paraphrasing specific evidence from the text as appropriate.

LA.4.RP.7 Explain an author or narrator/speaker’s freatment of similar themes and/or patterns of events in a wide range of
literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text
independently and proficiently.

LA.4.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity for Grade 4 independently and
proficiently.
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B Instructional Considerations

Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is fold, while perspective is an author’s attitude or belief that is
based largely on personal knowledge and experience.

At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.

Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a theme.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational text.

LA.4.RIl.1 Determine the central idea of an informational text and how it is conveyed through key details.

LA.4.R1.2 Analyze an individual, event, scientific idea or concept, or steps in a process.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.4.RI.3 Compare and contrast authors’ perspectives in multiple informational texts of the same topic.

LA.4.R1.4 Describe the overall structure of an informational text and how it contributes to meaning.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.4.RL5 Integrate information from multiple informational texts on the same topic in order to demonstrate knowledge of
the topic.

LA.4.RL.6 Identify an author’s claim(s) and explain how the author supports the claim in the fext.

LA.4.RI.7 Explain an author or speaker’s treatment of similar fopics and/or patterns of events in a wide range of
informational texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.4.R1.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate complexity for Grade 4
independently and proficiently.

B Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.
= Text structure refers to the primary way an author organizes information in a text. Student should be made aware that authors
sometimes use different structures for different sections within a larger piece.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.4.V.1 Acquire and use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately.
a. Use context clues (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Use commonly occurring Latin affixes and roots to determine the meanings of words and phrases (e.g.,
photograph, autograph).
c. Determine or clarify the meanings or pronunciations of words using reference materials and classroom resources.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
LA.4.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.
a. Explain the meaning of commonly occurring similes and metaphors (e.g., light as a feather) in grade-level text.
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of commonly occurring idioms and adages.
c. Use knowledge of words by relating them to their antonyms and synonyms.

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.4.W.1 Create grammatically correct sentences and paragraphs using a variety of sentence types and phrasing.

a.
o.

.

Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., organizations, geographic regions, monuments and landmarks).

Use commas and quotation marks to indicate direct speech and quotations from a text; use a comma before a
coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence and with dependent clauses.

ldentify and use simple appositive phrases.

. Identify and use frequently occurring pronouns (e.g., subject, object), adverbs (e.g., relative), and verbs (e.g.,

helping and linking).
Distinguish between frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they're).
ldentify and revise fragment and run-on sentences in speaking and writing.

LA.4.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.

a.
o.

o

.

Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising, considering feedback from
adults and peers.

. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback from adults and peers.

Use or decipher multiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, cursive, font, graphics, symbols).
Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.
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Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.4.W.3 Write creative and/or expressive pieces that describe a well-developed event or experience.
a. Establish a situation and infroduce a narrator and/or character(s).
b. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and dialogue to develop characters, events, and
settings.
c. Use transitional words and phrases to organize a sequence of events that unfolds naturally.
d. Provide a conclusion related to the creative or expressive event or experience.

LA.4.W.4 Write opinion pieces that explain a perspective with supporting reasons and/or evidence.
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and develop a structure that includes reasons and/or evidence.
b. Use facts and details to support reasons and/or evidence.
c. Use linking words and phrases to connect ideas.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion.

LA.4.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and convey ideas and information.
a. Infroduce a topic clearly and group related information into paragraphs and sections including text features,
illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
b. Develop the topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, details, quotations) related to the topic.
c. Use linking words and phrases and key vocabulary to connect ideas and categories of information.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation(s).

LA.4.W.é Locate and summarize relevant evidence from literary and/or informational text sources to answer questions
about a topic.

Paraphrase information and evidence to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.

ldentify print and digital tools to gather information and evidence.

Sort evidence into categories using an appropriate note-taking format to collect and organize information.
Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and referencing sources in writing
and speaking; provide a list of sources.

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g. safe
information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).

a0 oo

@
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Instructional Considerations

Grammair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are noft limited fo: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.4.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 4th grade topics and texts.

a. Ask relevant questions to build on ideas or acquire or confirm information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse

perspectives.
d. Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, recalling, questioning).
e. Complete a task following multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.4.SL.2 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner with appropriate facts
and relevant, descriptive details to support themes or central ideas.

a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear

pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 4th grade texis.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.

c. ldentify the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, multiple meanings of

words).

e. Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and add interest.

o}

l instructional Considerations
= Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as integrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.
= At this grade level, students should be encouraged fo reply o questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
=  Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 5
Standards
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FOUNDATIONS OF READING

Concepts of Print | Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.

Phonological Awareness | Demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.
Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.

Phonics and Word Analysis | Demonstrate phonetic and word analysis knowledge and apply decoding skills to isolated
words and in connected text.
LA.5.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding (spelling) words.
a. Decode words with common Greek derived words.
b. Use combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots
and affixes) to decode unfamiliar multisyllabic words in and out of context.

Fluency | Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
LA.5.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a variety of grade-level texts to support
comprehension.
a. Read a variety of texts accurately using appropriate rate, expression/prosody, and intonation to reflect meaning.
b. Adjust pace and prosody based on the purpose, complexity, form, and/or style of a text.

Instructional Considerations

= Phonics refers to the relationship between graphemes (letters or letter combinations) and phonemes (speech sounds).

=  Many high-frequency words at the primary grade levels are either iregularly spelled or temporarily irregular, thus students
have not yet learned the phonics rule that would enable them to decode the word. Those words that are decodable should
be infroduced to students using appropriate phonics rules. High-frequency words should be infroduced utilizing the regular
sound-spelling patterns found within the word, not only as words to be memorized.

= Reading fluency refers to efficient, effective word recognition skills that permit a reader to construct the meaning of text.
“Fluency is manifested in accurate, rapid, expressive oral reading and is applied during, and makes possible, silent reading
comprehension,” (Pikulski & Chard, 2005).

= Students at this grade level should practice reading fluently with texts within the grade band for quantitative complexity
measures and appropriate in content and qualitative measures.

= Prosody refers to the patterns of pausing to reflect the meaning of text while reading aloud.
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development of
themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.5.RP.1 Explain the theme in a literary text and how it is conveyed through key details.

LA.5.RP.2 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a literary text or texts.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.5.RP.3 Describe how a narrator or speaker’s point of view influences the meaning of a literary text.

LA.5.RP.4 Explain how a sequence of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fit together to provide the overall structure of literary texts.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.5.RP.5 Compare and contrast the treatment of themes and topics in literary texts of the same genre.

LA.5.RP.6 Analyze a literary text to answer and develop inferential questions to enhance the comprehension of self and
others, quoting or paraphrasing specific evidence from the text.

LA.5.RP.7 Explain the relationships between two or more characters, events, orideas in a range of literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text independently
and proficiently.

LA.5.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity for Grade 5 independently and
proficiently.

B Instructional Considerations

= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based largely on personal knowledge and experience.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.

= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a theme.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary and informational texts.

LA.5.RI.1 Explain the central idea in an informational text and how it is conveyed through key details.

LA.5.RI1.2 Compare and contrast two or more individuals, events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in a process,
drawing on supporting details from an informational text or texts.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.5.RI1.3 Determine the author’s purpose(s) and describe how the author's perspective (e.g., beliefs, assumptions, biases)
influences the meaning of an informational text.

LA.5.R1.4 Explain how text features (titles, headings, table of contents, glossaries, captions, graphs, maps, and/or other
visuals) contribute to the meaning of texts.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary and informational text.

LA.5.RL5 Integrate information from multiple texts on the same topic in order to demonstrate knowledge of the topic.
LA.5.RIl.6 Analyze the development of an author’s claim(s) and how supporting evidence is used to support the claim(s).
LA.5.R1.7 Explain the relationships between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a range of informational
texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.5.R1.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational text of appropriate complexity for Grade 5 independently
and proficiently.

B Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.
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Text structure refers to the primary way an author organizes information in a text. Student should be made aware that authors
sometimes use different structures for different sections within a larger piece.

BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.5.V.1 Acquire and use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately.

a.

o.
C.

Use context clues (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) to determine the meanings of words
and phrases.

Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the meanings of words.

Determine or clarify the precise meanings or pronunciations of words and phrases using reference materials and
classroom resources.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.5.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a.
o.
C.

Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.

Recognize and explain the meaning of commonly occurring idioms, adages, and proverbs.

Demonstrate knowledge of relationships between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to
better understand each of the words.

 Instructional Considerations

Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.
The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

Include a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.5.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied sentence structures.

a.
o.

C.

d.
e.

Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization; use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works.
Use a comma to separate an infroductory element from the rest of a sentence, to separate clauses, to set off a
question, and to indicate direct address.

Explain the function of and use frequently occurring interjections, verb tenses (e.g., perfect), and correlative
conjunctions.

Distinguish between and use types of adjectives (e.g., comparative, superlative).

Identify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb tenses.

LA.5.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.

a.
o.

o

.

Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.
Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.

. Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising, considering feedback from

adults and peers.

. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback from adults and peers.

Use or decipher multiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, cursive, font, graphics, symbols).
Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.5.W.3 Write creative and/or expressive pieces that describe a well-developed event or experience.

a.
o.

C.
. Provide a conclusion related to the creative or expressive event or experience.

Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.

Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, dialogue, and sensory language to convey thoughts,
feelings, experiences, and events.

Use a variety of fransitional words and phrases to organize a sequence of events that unfolds naturally.
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LA.5.W.4 Write opinion pieces that explain a perspective with supporting reasons and evidence.

a.

b.
c. Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to connect ideas.
d.

Infroduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion or perspective, and develop a structure in which ideas are
grouped logically.
Use facts and details to support reasons and/or evidence.

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the perspective.

LA.5.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and clearly convey ideas and information.

a.

b.

Infroduce a topic clearly and provide a general focus, grouping information logically and including text features,
illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
Develop the topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, details, quotations) related to the topic.

c. Use linking words and phrases and key vocabulary to connect ideas and categories of information.
d.

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation(s).

LA.5.W.é Locate and summarize relevant information and evidence from literary and informational text sources to answer
questions about a topic.

a.
o.

C.
. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and referencing sources in writing

o}

Paraphrase information and evidence to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.

Locate and evaluate credibility of evidence (e.g., motivation and/or potential bias of an information product)
from print and digital sources to generate and answer questions and create new understandings.

Sort evidence into categories using an appropriate note-taking format to collect and organize information.

and speaking; provide a list of sources using a standard format.

. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g., safe

information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).
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Instructional Considerations

Grammair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety of
tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.5.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 5th grade topics and texts.

o}
o.
C.
d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

Converse with peers and adults an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse
perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, taking notes, recalling,
questioning).

Complete a task following multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.

LA.5.SL.2 Report on a topic or text, or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details to support themes or central ideas.

a.
b.
c. ldentify the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
d.

e.

Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 5th grade texts.
Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.

Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, multiple meanings of
words).
Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and add interest.

l instructional Considerations

Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as infegrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.

At this grade level, students should be encouraged to reply to questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 6
Standards
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.6.RP.1 Determine the implied or explicit theme of a literary text and how it develops over the course of a text.
LA.6.RP.2 Explain how a plot unfolds as well as how the characters respond to events or changes as the plot moves
toward a resolution.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.6.RP.3 Explain how an author establishes and conveys the point(s) of view of a narrator or speaker in a literary text.
LA.6.RP.4 Analyze how a sequence of chapters, scenes, or stanzas contribute to the development of literary elements
(e.g. theme, setting, or plot).

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary and informational text.
LA.6.RP.5 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems, historical novels, fantasy
stories) and their treatment of similar themes and topics.

LA.6.RP.6 Analyze a literary text to answer and develop inferential and evaluative questions to enhance the
comprehension of self and others, quoting or paraphrasing specific evidence from the text.

LA.6.RP.7 Compare and contrast regional, national, and/or multicultural perspectives within and across literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary and informational
texts independently and proficiently.

LA.6.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary text of appropriate complexity for the 6-8 grade band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

B Instructional Considerations
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based largely on personal knowledge and experience.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.

= Avuthor’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a theme.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational text.

LA.6.RI.1 Determine the implied or explicit central idea of an informational text and how it develops over the course of a
text.

LA.6.R1.2 Explain how a key individual, event, or idea or concept is infroduced and developed, drawing on specific
supporting details in an informational text.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.6.R1.3 Explain how an author establishes and conveys a perspective or purpose in an informational text.

LA.6.R1.4 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
confributes to the development of the ideas.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.6.RI.5 Compare and confrast one author’s presentation of information with that of another.

LA.6.RL.6 Analyze the development of an argument and identify the type(s) of reasoning used to support the argument.
LA.6.R1.7 Compare and contrast regional, national, and/or multicultural perspectives within and across informational texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.6.R1.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate complexity for the 6-8 grade band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

B Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.

= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s aftitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.

= Text structure refers to the primary way an author organizes information in a text. Students at this grade level should be able to
identify different structures for different sections within a larger piece.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.6.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks and purposes.
a. Use context clues (e.g. the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the meanings of words (e.g., audience,
audible).
c. Consult reference materials to determine or clarify the precise meanings, pronunciations, or parts of speech of
words.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
LA.6.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, or mythological allusions) in context.

b. Determine the relationship between words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category).

c. Distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., economical, thrifty).

l Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.6.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied sentence structures.

@ "0a00TQ

Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.

Use punctuation (e.g., commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off non-restrictive clauses.

Use a colon to infroduce items in a series; use a semicolon to combine independent clauses.
Explain the function of articles (e.g., definite and indefinite) and apply knowledge to writing.
Identify and use verb tenses (e.g., progressive).

Distinguish between and use different types of phrases (e.g., prepositional and appositive).
Identify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb tenses.

LA.6.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.

a.
o.

C.

d.
e.

Use prewriting activities and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising, considering feedback from
adults and peers.

Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback from adults and peers.

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.6.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or events in which the development
and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

a.

o.
C.

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and intfroducing a narrator and/or character(s) and point
of view; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

Use literary techniques (e.g. dialogue, pacing, description) to develop characters, events, settings, and conflicts.
Use a variety of fransitional words and phrases to signal shifts from one character, fime frame, or setting to another.
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d. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and figurative language to express personal or
narrative voice.
e. Provide a conclusion that is clearly related to and appropriately reflects on the literary experiences or events.

LA.6.W.4 Write arguments that explain a perspective with supporting reasons and evidence.
a. Introduce a claim clearly and develop a structure in which the ideas are grouped logically.
b. Use relevant evidence from two or more credible sources.
c. Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to clarify the relationship between claim(s) and supporting evidence.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.

LA.6.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and clearly convey ideas and information.
a. Intfroduce a topic clearly and provide a general focus, grouping information logically and including text features,
illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
b. Develop a topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, examples) related to the
topic.
c. Use appropriate transitions and key vocabulary to clarify relationships among ideas and concepts.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation(s).

LA.6.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from trustworthy sources and assess its relevance in answering a research
question.
a. Paraphrase and quote evidence to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.
b. Locate and evaluate credibility of evidence (e.g., motivation and/or potential bias of an information product)
from print and digital sources to generate and answer questions and create new understandings.
c. Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize information.
d. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and referencing sources in writing
and speaking; provide a list of sources using a standard format.
e. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g., safe
information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).
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Instructional Considerations

Grammair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.6.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 6th grade topics and texts.

o}
o.
C.
d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

Converse with diverse individuals in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse
perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, taking notes, summarizing,
questioning).

Complete a task following multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.

LA.6.SL.2 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using relevant descriptions, facts, and details to
clarify themes or central ideas.

a.

b.

e.

Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, pacing, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 6th grade texts.
Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.

c. Analyze the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
d.

Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, connotations,
subtleties of language).
Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and add interest.

l instructional Considerations

Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as infegrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.

At this grade level, students should be encouraged to reply to questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 7
Standards
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.7.RP.1 Determine two or more implied or explicit themes in a literary text and how they are supported with key details.
LA.7.RP.2 Analyze how particular events, lines of dialogue, or descriptive details develop the plot, reveal aspects of
characters, or create meaning.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.7.RP.3 Analyze how an author establishes, conveys, and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators
in a literary text.

LA.7.RP.4 Analyze the structure of a literary text, and how the structure contributes to its theme(s) and meaning.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.7.RP.5 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same
period.

LA.7.RP.6 Synthesize the implied or stated theme(s) in a literary text to draw conclusions and deepen understanding of self
and others.

LA.7.RP.7 Compare and contrast regional, national, and/or multicultural perspectives by explaining how an author or
narrator/speaker introduces, illustrates, or describes characters or individuals, events, and ideas within and across literary
texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text
independently and proficiently.

LA.7.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity for the 6-8 grade band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

B Instructional Considerations

= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based largely on personal knowledge and experience.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.

= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a theme.
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BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational text.

LA.7.RI1.1 Determine two or more implied or explicit cenfral ideas of an informational text and how they are supported with
key details.

LA.7.R1.2 Analyze the relationships and interactions between individuals, events, and/or ideas or concepts, drawing on
specific supporting details in an informational text.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.7.R1.3 Analyze how an author establishes or conveys a perspective or purpose and distinguishes it from that of others.
LA.7.R1.4 Analyze how the major sections of text contribute to the development of ideas in an informational text.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.7.RL.5 Analyze how the major sections of text contribute to the development of ideas in an informational text.
LA.7.Rl.6 Analyze the development of an argument and identify the type(s) of reasoning used to support the argument.
LA.7.RL.7 Compare and contrast regional, national, and/or multicultural perspectives by explaining how an author or
narrator/speaker introduces, illustrates, or describes characters or individuals, events, and ideas within and across
informational texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.
LA.7.R1.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate complexity for the 6-8 grade band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
B Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s aftitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.
= Text structure refers to the primary way an author organizes information in a text. Students at this grade level should be able to
identify different structures for different sections within a larger piece.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.7.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks and purposes.
a. Use context clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the meanings of words (e.g., audience,
audible).
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the precise meanings, pronunciations,
or parts of speech of words.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
closing flexibly from a range of strategies.
LA.7.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, or mythological allusions) in context.

b. Determine the relationship between words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category).

c. Distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., polite, diplomatic).

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.7.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied sentence structures.

a. Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.

b. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives.

c. Distinguish between and use types of clauses (e.g., noun, relative, adverbial), modifiers (e.g., misplaced and

dangling), and adjectives (coordinate and cumulative).
d. Use a variety of prepositional and appositive phrases in sentences and paragraphs.
e. ldentify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb tenses.

LA.7.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.
a. Use prewriting activities and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.
b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.
c. Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising, considering feedback from
adults and peers.
d. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback from adults and peers.
e. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.7.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or events in which the development
and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or character(s),
establishing and maintaining a point of view, and organizing an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

b. Use literary techniques (e.g., dialogue, pacing, description) to develop characters, events, settings, and conflicts.

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to signal shifts from one character, time frame, or setting to another.
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d.

e.

Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and figurative language to express personal or
narrative voice.
Provide a conclusion that is clearly related to and appropriately reflects on the literary experiences or events.

LA.7.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and evidence, organized as appropriate to
the task, purpose, and audience.

a.
o.
C.

d.

Develop a structure to sequence ideas appropriately; infroduce a clear claim where appropriate.

Explain and cite relevant evidence from multiple credible sources.

Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to create cohesion and clarify the relationship between claim(s) and
supporting evidence.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument(s) presented.

LA.7.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and clearly convey ideas and information.

a.

b.

Infroduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus, grouping information logically and including text features,
illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.

Develop a topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, examples) related to the
topic.

c. Use appropriate transitions and key vocabulary to clarify relationships among ideas and concepts.
d.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation(s).

LA.7.W.é Gather and use credible evidence from multiple trustworthy sources and assess its relevance in answering the
research question.

a.
o.

C.

o

Integrate evidence into writing by quoting or paraphrasing data and conclusions while avoiding plagiarism.
Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., motivation and/or potential bias of an information product)
from print and digital sources to generate and answer questions and create new understandings.

Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize information.

Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and citing sources within text (e.g.,
parenthetical and numerical); provide a list of sources using a standard format.

. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g., safe

information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).
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Instructional Considerations

Grammair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are noft limited fo: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.7.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 7th grade topics and texts.

o}
o.
C.
d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse
perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, taking notes, summarizing,
questioning).

Complete a task following multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.7.SL.2 Present claims and findings, emphasizing key ideas in a focused, coherent manner with relevant descriptions,

facts

b.

e.

, details, and examples to clarify themes or central ideas.
a.

Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, pacing, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 7th grade texts.
Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.

c. Analyze the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
d.

Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, multiple meanings of
words).
Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and add interest.

l instructional Considerations

Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as infegrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.

At this grade level, students should be encouraged to reply to questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grade 8
Standards
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.8.RP.1 Determine two or more implied or explicit themes of a text and how they develop over the course of a literary
text, including their relationship to supporting ideas.

LA.8.RP.2 Analyze how particular events, lines of dialogue, or descriptive details develop the plot, reveal aspects of
characters, or create meaning.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.8.RP.3 Analyze how an author establishes, conveys, and contrasts the points of view of the audience and the
characters to create effects such as suspense, humor, or dramatic irony in a literary text.

LA.8.RP.4 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more literary texts and how their structures contribute to style and
meaning.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.8.RP.5 Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths,
traditional stories, or religious works.

LA.8.RP.6 Synthesize the implied or stated theme(s) in a literary text to draw conclusions and deepen understanding of self
and others.

LA.8.RP.7 Analyze regional, national, international, and/or multicultural perspectives to make connections among and
distinctions between characters or ideas within and across a range of literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text
independently and proficiently.

LA.8.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity at the high end of the 6-8
grade band independently and proficiently.
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B Instructional Considerations
= Students af this grade level should understand distinctions between universal, implied, and explicit themes.
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based largely on personal knowledge and experience.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.

= Avuthor’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a theme.

BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational text.

LA.8.RI.1 Determine two or more implied or explicit central ideas and how they develop over the course of an
informational text, including their relationship to supporting ideas.

LA.8.RIl.2 Analyze how particular events, interactions between individuals, or key facts and details confribute to meaning.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.8.RI.3 Analyze how an author establishes, conveys, and contrasts perspective or purpose in a text and how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

LA.8.RI.4 Compare and confrast the structure of a specific paragraph in an informational text, including the role of
particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.8.RL.5 Analyze how two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic, including where the texts
disagree on matters of evidence or interpretation.

LA.8.RL.6 Analyze the development of an argument and evaluate the effectiveness of the type(s) of reasoning used to
support the argument.

LA.8.Rl.7 Analyze regional, national, international, and/or multicultural perspectives to make connections among and
distinctions between individuals or ideas within and across a range of informational texts.
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.8.RI1.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate complexity at the high end of the 6-8
grade band independently and proficiently.

l Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.

Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is fold, while perspective is an author’s attitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.

Text structure refers to the primary way an author organizes information in a text. Students at this grade level should be able to
identify different structures for different sections within a larger piece.
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BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.8.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks and purposes.
a. Use context clues (e.g. the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the meanings of words (e.g., recede,
precede).
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the precise meanings, pronunciations,
or parts of speech of words.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
closing flexibly from a range of strategies.
LA.8.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context.

b. Determine the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

c. Distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., willful, resolute).

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.8.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied sentence structures.
a. Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.
b. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dashes) to indicate a pause or break and an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
c. Explain the function of and use different types of verbals in sentences (e.g., gerunds, participles, infinitives).
d. Distinguish between and use active and passive voice, formal and informal tone, and types of grammatical mood
(e.g. indicative, subjunctive, conditional, imperative).
Use appropriate parallel structure in words, phrases, and clauses.
Identify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb tense, number, voice, and
mood.

-0

LA.8.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.
a. ldentify and use resources and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.
b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.
c. Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising, considering feedback from
adults and peers.
d. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback from adults and peers.
e. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.8.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or events in which the development
and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a conflict, situation, or observation, intfroducing a narrator and/or
character(s), and establishing and maintaining point(s) of view; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally
and logically.
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Use literary techniques (e.g., dialogue, pacing, description, multiple plot lines) to develop experiences, events,
characters, and settings).

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.
Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and figurative language to establish mood and tone
and convey a vivid picture.

Provide a conclusion that is clearly related to and reflects upon what is experienced, observed, or left unresolved
over the course of the piece.

LA.8.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and evidence, organized as appropriate to
the task, purpose, and audience.

a.
o.

e.

f.

Develop a structure to sequence ideas appropriately; infroduce a clear claim where appropriate.
Infroduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or supporting claims, and develop a
structure in which ideas are grouped logically.

c. Explain and cite relevant evidence from multiple credible sources.
d.

Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to create cohesion and clarify the relationship between the claim(s) and

supporting evidence.
Adapt style and tone appropriate to the norms and conventions of the task and discipline.
Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument(s) presented.

LA.8.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to clearly convey ideas and information in which the development and
structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

a.

b.

C.
d.

Infroduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader
categories or sections including text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.

Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and/or other information and
examples.

Use appropriate transitions and domain-specific vocabulary to clarify relationships among ideas and concepts.
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation(s).

LA.8.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from multiple trustworthy sources and assess its relevance in answering the
research question(s).

a.

Integrate evidence into writing by quoting or paraphrasing data and conclusions while avoiding plagiarism.
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Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., the expertise or motivation of the creator of an information
product, potential bias and/or deception) from print and digital sources to generate and answer questions and
create new understandings.

Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize information.

. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and citing sources within text (e.g.,

parenthetical and numerical); provide a list of sources using a standard format.

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g., safe
information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).

Instructional Considerations

Grammar, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, fall tales, fairy tales, plays, poetry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.8.SL.1 Initiate and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 8th grade topics and ftexts.
a. Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm information.
b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.
c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse
perspectives.
d. Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, taking notes, summarizing,
questioning).
e. Complete a task following complex, multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.8.SL.2 Present claims and findings, emphasizing key ideas in a focused, coherent manner with relevant descriptions,
facts, details, and examples to clarify themes or central ideaos.
a. Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, pacing, adequate volume, clear
pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting 8th grade texts.
b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.
c. Analyze the purpose of information being presented and evaluate its motives (e.g., social, commercial, political).
d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, multiple meanings of
words).
e. Select and use appropriate visual and/or digital tools fo enhance verbal communication and add interest.

l instructional Considerations
= Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as integrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.
= At this grade level, students should be encouraged fo reply o questions both orally and in writing using complete sentences.
=  Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.

Approved by the Nebraska State Board of Eduction on September 2, 2021 Page 97



Grades 9-10
Standards
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.10.RP.1 Analyze the development of two or more implied or explicit themes over the course of a literary text or texts.
LA.10.RP.2 Analyze how the development of characters, settings, and important events contribute to the meaning of the
work as a whole.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.10.RP.3 Analyze how the author's choices related to perspective or point of view contribute to the meaning,
significance, or aesthetic of a literary text.

LA.10.RP.4 Analyze how an author uses text structure, including the manipulation of time (e.g., foreshadowing, flashbacks)
to create literary effects such as mystery, tension, and suspense.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.10.RP.5 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from the Bible).

LA.10.RP.6 Analyze the implied or stated theme(s) in a literary text to draw conclusions, deepen understanding of self and
others, and generate questions for further inquiry.

LA.10.RP.7 Analyze multiple perspectives within and across a wide range of literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text
independently and proficiently.

LA.10.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts of appropriate complexity at the high end of the 9-10
grade band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
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B Instructional Considerations
= Students at this grade level should understand distinctions between universal, implied, and explicit themes.
= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s aftitude or belief that is
based largely on personal knowledge and experience.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.

= Avuthor’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a theme.

BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level informational text.

LA.10.RI.1 Analyze the development of two or more implied or explicit central ideas over the course of an informational

text or texts.

LA.10.RI.2 Analyze how the interaction of individuals, important events, and key ideas contribute to the meaning of the

work as a whole.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.10.RI.3 Analyze an author's perspective or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that
point of view or purpose.

LA.10.RI.4 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.10.RL.5 Analyze informational texts of historical and/or cultural significance, including their treatment of related topics
and concepts.

LA.10.RI.6 Compare and contrast the development of different arguments on the same topic, evaluating the
effectiveness and validity of the claims.

LA.10.RL.7 Analyze how an author or speaker unfolds a series of events, ideas, or perspectives within and across a wide
range of informational texts.
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.10.RI.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of informational texts of appropriate complexity at the high end of the 9-
10 grade band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

l Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.

= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.

Text structure refers to the primary way an author organizes information in a text. Students at this grade level should be able to
identify different structures for different sections within a larger piece.

Approved by the Nebraska State Board of Eduction on September 2, 2021 Page 101



BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.10.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks and purposes.
a. Use context clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. ldentify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
analyze, analysis).
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the precise meanings, pronunciations,
parts of speech, or etymology of words.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
closing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.10.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in text.
b. Analyze nuances in the meanings of words with similar denotations.

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.
LA.10.W.1 Compose grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions to convey meaning and add variety, interest,
and fluency to written and spoken language.
a. Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.
b. Use a colon to infroduce a quotation, definition, or to expand on information in a sentence; use a semicolon with a
conjunctive adverb.
c. Apply knowledge of function and usage to revise personal writing while resolving issues of complex or contested
usage, consulting appropriate and reliable reference materials.
d. Select and use verbs with appropriate voice and mood.
e. ldentify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb tense, number, voice, mood,
and parallel structure.

LA.10.W.2 Use arecursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.
a. ldentify and use resources and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.
b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.
c. Improve and clarify writing by revising, considering feedback from adults and peers to address the needs of a
particular audience and enhance the purpose and structure.
d. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading to enhance style appropriate to audience, purpose, and
task.
e. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in
collaboration with peers.

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.

LA.10.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or events, themes, and perspectives
in which the development, structure, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
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Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing multiple points of
view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

Use literary techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop
experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.
Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences,
events, setting, and/or characters and to establish mood and tone.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects upon what is experienced, observed, resolved or left
unresolved, and what new implications or questions are raised over the course of the piece.

LA.10.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and evidence, organized as appropriate
to the task, purpose, and audience.

a.

b.

C.

d.
e.

Develop a structure to sequence ideas logically; infroduce a clear claim where appropriate, and/or distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or supporting claims.

Demonstrate understanding and engagement with multiple viewpoints and sources to create and support
nuanced claims as a recursive process of inquiry and exploration.

Use words, phrases, key vocabulary, and varied syntax to clarify relationships between claim(s), counterclaim(s),
and supporting evidence.

Adapt style and tone appropriate to the norms and conventions of the task and discipline.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument(s) presented.

LA.10.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to clearly convey ideas, information, and concepts in which the
development and structure are appropriate to the task, discipline, purpose, and audience.

a.

b.

Intfroduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make clear connections and distinctions including text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
Develop the topic with relevant, sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, and/or other

information and examples.
Use appropriate and varied transitions, domain-specific vocabulary, and varied syntax to manage the complexity

of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the
discipline.
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e.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the information or explanations and articulates the
implications and/or significance of the topic.

LA.10.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from multiple authoritative sources and assess its relevance in answering the
research question(s).

a.

b.

Integrate information and evidence into writing selectively, accurately quoting or paraphrasing data and
conclusions to maintain the flow of ideas while avoiding plagiarism.

Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., the expertise or motivation of the creator of an information
product, potential bias and/or deception, and social, political, and/or historical perspectives) from print and
digital sources to generate and answer questions and create new understandings.

c. Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize information.
d.

Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source; cite sources using a variety of in-text
citations to enhance fluency; develop a list of sources that conforms to a style guide appropriate to the discipline
(e.g. MLA, APA, Chicago).

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g. safe
information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).

Instructional Considerations

Grammair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.
LA.10.SL.1 Initiate and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about grade-level topics and texts.

a.
o.
C.
d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse
perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, taking notes, summarizing,
questioning).

Complete a task following complex, multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence and in which the
organization, development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.

LA.10.SL.2 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly and concisely and in which the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

a.

o.
C.

d.

e.

Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, pacing, nonverbal cues, intonation)
for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting grade-level texts.

Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.

Analyze the purpose of information being presented, evaluate its motives (e.g., social, commercial, political), and
determine its credibility.

Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, multiple meanings of
words).

Select and use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and add interest.

l instructional Considerations

Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as infegrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.

Appropriate visual and/or digital fools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grades 11-12
Standards
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BMREADING PROSE AND POETRY

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.12.RP.1 Evaluate the development of two or more implied or explicit themes over the course of a literary text or texts.
LA.12.RP.2 Analyze the development and interaction of literary elements such as characterization, setting, and plot, and
how they contribute to the meaning of the work as a whole.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary text.

LA.12.RP.3 Evaluate an author’s use of point of view and how it contributes to the meaning, significance, or aesthetic of a
literary text.

LA.12.RP.4 Evaluate how an author develops structure in a literary text to contribute to its overall meaning and aesthetic
impact.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level literary text.

LA.12.RP.5 Apply knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of literature,
including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.

LA.12.RP.6 Evaluate themes within and across literary texts to draw conclusions, deepen understanding of self and others,
and generate questions for further inquiry.

LA.12.RP.7 Analyze and evaluate multiple perspectives within and across a wide range of literary texts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level literary text
independently and proficiently.

LA.12.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts in the 12-CCR grade band independently and
proficiently.
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B Instructional Considerations
= Students at this grade level should understand distinctions between universal, implied, and explicit themes.

= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s aftitude or belief that is
based largely on personal knowledge and experience.

= At all grade levels, students should read paired, conceptually-related (by topic, theme, and/or genre) literary and
informational texts.

= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a theme.

BREADING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development
of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary text.

LA.12.RI.1 Evaluate the development of central ideas over the course of an informational text or texts.

LA.12.RI.2 Synthesize and evaluate how the interaction of individuals, important events, and key ideas contribute to the
meaning of the work as a whole.

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the development and interaction of
individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level informational text.

LA.12.RI.3 Evaluate an author’s perspective or purpose and how it contributes to the meaning, significance, or aesthetic
of an informational text.

LA.12.RI.4 Evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in an exposition or argument, including whether the
structure makes the points clear, convincing, and engaging.

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas, evaluate how an author’s
perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning of grade-level informational text.

LA.12.RL.5 Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century works of historical and literary significance for their
centralideas, purposes, and rhetorical style.

LA.12.RI.6 Compare and contrast the development of multiple arguments in texts of related topics, evaluating the
effectiveness and validity of the claims.

LA.12.RI.7 Analyze and evaluate multiple perspectives within and across a wide range of informational texts.
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-level informational text
independently and proficiently.

LA.12.RI.8 Read and comprehend a wide range of literary texts in the 12-CCR grade band independently and
proficiently.

l Instructional Considerations
= A claim refers to an author’s primary argument and is supported by textual evidence.
= Author’s craft refers to the techniques an author uses to develop and support a claim.

= Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told, while perspective is an author’s atftitude or belief that is
based on personal knowledge and/or experience.

Text structure refers to the primary way an author organizes information in a text. Students at this grade level should be able to
identify different structures for different sections within a larger piece.

Approved by the Nebraska State Board of Eduction on September 2, 2021 Page 110



BVOCABULARY

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-specific grade-level vocabulary
and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
LA.12.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks and purposes.
a. Use context clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
conceive, conception, conceivable).
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the precise meanings, pronunciations,
parts of speech, etymology, or standard usage of words.

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
closing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.12.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in grade-level literary and
informational text.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in text.
b. Analyze nuances in the meanings of words with similar denotations.

 Instructional Considerations

= Academic vocabulary refers to words likely to appear in a variety of content area texts, at or above grade-level, and typically
requires explicit instruction. Students should be encouraged to use newly acquired terms frequently in speaking and writing.

= The vast majority of academic vocabulary taught should derive from complex texts—a careful review of texts for challenging
words that are central to understanding the meaning of the text, including figurative language, should determine which
vocabulary is faught explicitly (sometimes in advance of reading).

= |nclude a word study component that includes prefixes, root words, and suffixes to accompany text-based methods of
vocabulary development.

= Reading aloud to students using texts that are two grade levels higher than their reading level is an evidence-based practice
for activating prior knowledge and building vocabulary.
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WRITING

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.

LA.12.W.1 Compose grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions to convey meaning and to add variety,
interest, and fluency to written and spoken language.

o}
o.

Demonstrate understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can evolve, and is sometimes contested.
Apply knowledge of function and usage to revise personal and peer writing while resolving issues of complex or
contested usage, consulting appropriate and reliable reference materials.

LA.12.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.

a.
o.

C.

ldentify and use resources and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing tasks of increasing length and
complexity.

Improve and clarify writing by revising, considering feedback from adults and peers to address the needs of a
particular audience and enhance the purpose and structure.

. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading to enhance style appropriate to audience, purpose, and
task.
Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish writing individually or in

collaboration with peers.

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for multiple purposes and audiences across disciplines.
LA.12.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or events, themes, and perspectives
in which the development, structure, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and discipline.

a.

b.

(o}

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing multiple points of
view, and infroducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
Use literary techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop
experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.

. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences,

events, setting, and/or characters and to set mood and tone.
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e.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects upon what is experienced, observed, resolved or left
unresolved, and what new implications or questions are raised over the course of the piece.

LA.12.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and evidence, organized as appropriate
to the task, purpose, and audience.

a.

b.

C.

d.
e.

Develop a structure to sequence ideas logically; intfroduce a clear claim where appropriate, and/or distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or supporting claims.

Demonstrate understanding and engagement with multiple viewpoints and sources to create and support
nuanced claims as a recursive process of inquiry and exploration.

Use words, phrases, key vocabulary, and varied syntax to clarify relationships between claim(s), counterclaim(s),
and supporting evidence.

Adapt style and tone appropriate to the norms and conventions of the task and discipline.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument(s) presented.

LA.12.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to clearly convey ideas, information, and concepts in which the
development and structure are appropriate to the task, discipline, purpose, and audience.

a.

b.

Infroduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make clear connections and distinctions including text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
Develop the topic thoroughly with relevant, sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations,
and/or other information and examples.

Use appropriate and varied transitions, domain-specific vocabulary, and varied syntax to manage the complexity
of the topic.

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the
discipline.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the information or explanations and articulates the
implications and/or significance of the topic.

LA.12.W.é Gather and use credible evidence from multiple authoritative sources, evaluate the strengths and limitations of
sources in terms of the task, purpose, and audience, and assess their relevance in answering the research question(s).

a.

Infegrate information and evidence into writing selectively, accurately quoting or paraphrasing data and
conclusions to maintain the flow of ideas while avoiding plagiarism.
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Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., the expertise or motivation of the creator of an information
product, potential bias and/or deception, and social, political, and/or historical perspectives) from print and
digital sources to generate and answer questions and create new understandings.

Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize information.

. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source; cite sources using a variety of in-text

citations to enhance fluency; develop a list of sources that conforms to a style guide appropriate to the discipline
(e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago).

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally (e.g. safe
information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse
perspectives).

Instructional Considerations

Grammair, or the rules by which sentences are constructed, is contrasted from usage, which is the way words and phrases are
commonly used. All dialects of language are grammatical and follow rules; exceptions to the uses of language that do not
conform to standard English should be given instructional consideration. Mechanics refers to the norms of written language
only and includes spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. Mechanics may change according to time, place, and purpose.
The standards contain four broad modes of writing—Narrative, Opinion (K-5), Informative/Explanatory, and Research.
Narrative forms include but are not limited to: short stories, personal narratives, fables, myths, tall tales, fairy tales, plays, poeftry,
autobiography, biography, essays, screenplays, narrative nonfiction, realistic fiction, historical accounts, memoirs, nonlinear
narratives, legends, epics, and ballads.

Opinion, or argumentative, forms include but are not limited to: personal opinion pieces, appeals, editorials, proposals,
personal essays, speeches, letters, literary analyses, and persuasive and op-ed pieces.

Informative/explanatory forms include, but are not limited to: descriptive essays, comparative analyses, historical reports,
manuals, process pieces, journal, magazine, and newspaper articles, memorandums, scientific reports, compare/contrast,
problem/solution, and cause/effect essays.
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BSPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety
of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.

LA.12.SL.1 Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a variety of tasks, purposes, and
audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and generate new understandings.

o}
o.
C.
d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive relationships while respecting diverse
perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, taking notes, summarizing,
questioning).

Complete a task following complex, multi-step directions.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence and in which the
organization, development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.

LA.12.SL.2 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence effectively and in which the organization, development,
and style are appropriate to a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

a.

o.
C.

Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact, pacing, nonverbal cues, intonation)
for a variety of purposes and situations, including interpreting grade-level texts.

Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.

Evaluate the purpose of information being presented, its motives (e.g., social, commercial, political), and
determine its credibility.

. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g., stereotypes, multiple meanings of

words).
Make strategic use of appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and
evidence for specific audiences.

l instructional Considerations

Instruction of speaking and listening skills should be purposeful, directed, and specific as well as infegrated throughout
structured classroom activities and routines.

Appropriate visual and/or digital tools include, but are not limited to: graphic images, drawings, artwork, photographs, audio
and video pieces, charts, tables, sound effects, animation, and infographics.
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Grades K-12
Vertical
Progressions




K-5 Foundations of Reading
Concepts of Print: Standard 1

Concepts of Print | Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of

print.
Grade Indicator(s)
5 Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.
4 Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.
3 Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.
2 LA.2.F.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
a. Recognize the distinguishing features of a paragraph including that multiple
sentences may be used to form a paragraph and the author may indent or
skip aline to signal a new paragraph.
1 LA.1.F.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.
a. Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence.
K LA.K.F.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and basic concepts of print.

a. ldentify all upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet in isolation and in
connected text.

b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by
specific sequences of letters, and that print carries meaning.

c. Demonstrate understanding that words are separated by spaces in print;
demonstrate understanding of one-to-one correspondence between voice
and print.

d. Demonstrate knowledge that print reads from left to right, top to bottom,
and page by page.
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K-5 Foundations of Reading
Phonological Awareness: Standard 2

Phonological Awareness | Demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.

Grade Indicator(s)
5 Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.
4 Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.
3 Mastered at Grade 2 and blended with other skills at this grade level.
2 LA.2.F.2 Demonstrate understanding of advanced phonemic awareness skills in
spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
a. ldentify, segment, and blend phonemes in single-syllable, spoken five- and
six-phoneme words including words with blends, digraphs, and trigraphs.
b. Substitute sounds in words with five or more phonemes.
c. Delete initial and final phonemes in words including words with blends.
1 LA.1.F.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds
(phonemes).
a. ldentify, segment and blend phonemes in single syllable spoken three- and
four-phoneme words including words with blends.
b. Delete initial and final phonemes in words.
c. Substitute phonemes in spoken words to build new words in single-syllable
words with no blends.
d. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words (e.g., “Say ‘map.’ Say it again and instead of /p/ say
/1/. What is the new word?2 ‘Mat’”).
K LA.K.F.2 Understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

a. Segment and count spoken sentences into words.

b. Recognize and begin to produce oral rhymes.

c. Count, produce, and segment spoken words into syllables and identify
syllable parts.

d. Blend onsets and rimes to form simple words (e.g., v-an, gr-ab).

e. Delete part of a syllable within a spoken word including compound words
(e.g., “Say ‘parsnip.’ Say it again but don't say ‘par;’ e.g., “Say ‘cowboy.’
Say it again but don’t say ‘cow’”).

f. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds
(phonemes) in two- and three-phoneme (VC or CVC) words, excluding
CVC words ending with /I/, /r/, or /X/.
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K-5 Foundations of Reading
Phonics and Word Analysis: Standard 3

Phonics and Word Analysis | Demonstrate phonetic and word analysis knowledge and
apply decoding skills to isolated words and in connected text.

Grade

Indicators

5

LA.5.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding
(spelling) words.
a. Decode words with common Greek derived words.
b. Use combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns,
and morphology (e.g.. roots and affixes) to decode accurately unfamiliar
multisyllabic words in and out of context.

4 LA.4.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding
(spelling) words.

a. Decode words with common Latin derived words including Latin plurals.

b. Use combined knowledge of letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns,
and morphology (e.g.. roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic
words in and out of context.

3 LA.3.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding
(spelling) words.

a. Decode words with common Laftin suffixes.

b. Decode words with common derivational suffixes and describe how they turn words
into different parts of speech.

c. Decode multisyllabic words.

2 LA.2.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding
(spelling) words.

a. Decode words with variable vowel teams and vowel diphthongs.

b. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.

c. Decode words with open and closed syllables and consonant -le.

d. Decode words with common Anglo roots and affixes.

€. Decode words with silent letter combinations.

1 LA.1.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding
(spelling) words.

a. Decode and encode words using knowledge of sound-spelling correspondence for
common consonant digraphs, tri-graphs, and blends.

b. Decode and encode simple words with r-controlled vowels.

c. Decode and encode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

d. Decode and encode final -e and common vowel tfeam conventions for
representing long vowel sounds.

e. Decode and encode two-syllable words with regular patterns by breaking the words
into syllables.

f. Decode and encode words with inflectional endings.

g. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the
number of syllables in a printed word.

h. Recognize and read grade-appropriate, iregularly spelled words.

K LA.K.F.3 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding

(spelling) words.
a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one sound-to-letter correspondences by
producing the primary or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.
b. Demonstrate the long and short sounds with common spellings (graphemes) for the
five major vowels.
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Decode consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words.
Encode consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words.

Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the letters

that differ.
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K-5 Foundations of Reading
Fluency: Standard 4

Fluency | Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.

Grade

Indicators

5

LA.5.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a
variety of grade-level texts to support comprehension.
a. Read a variety of texts accurately using appropriate rate,
expression/prosody, and intonation to reflect meaning.
b. Adjust pace and prosody based on the purpose, complexity, form, and/or
style of a text.

LA.4.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a
variety of grade-level texts to support comprehension.
a. Read a variety of texts accurately using appropriate rate,
expression/prosody, and intonation to reflect meaning.
b. Adjust pace and prosody based on the purpose, complexity, form, and/or
style of text.

LA.3.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a
variety of grade-level texts to support comprehension.
a. Read a variety of texts accurately using appropriate rate,
expression/prosody, and intonation to reflect the meaning of text.
b. Adjust pace and prosody based on the purpose, complexity, form, and/or
style of text.
c. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy
(e.g., Fry or Dolch words or those included in instructional materials).

LA.2.F.4 Develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression/prosody while reading a
variety of grade-level text to support comprehension.
a. Read a variety of texts accurately using appropriate rate, expression, and
infonation to reflect meaning.
b. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy
(e.g., Fry or Dolch words or those included in instructional materials).

LA.1.F.4 Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding (spelling) words.
a. Decode and encode words with inflectional endings.
b. Use appropriate rate, expression, and/or intonation to reflect meaning.
c. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy
(e.g., Fry or Dolch words or those included in instructional materials).

LA.K.F.4 Read grade-level texts with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.
a. Recognize upper and lowercase letters automatically and accurately.
b. Read decodable consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words with
automaticity and accuracy.
c. Read grade level high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy
(e.g., Fry or Dolch words or those included in instructional materials).
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Central Ideas and Details: Standard 1

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support
ideas, evaluate the development of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary and
informational texts.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.1 Evaluate the development of LA.12.RI.1 Evaluate the development of
two or more implied or explicit themes central ideas over the course of an
over the course of a literary text or texts. informational text or texts.

9-10 LA.10.RP.1 Analyze the development of LA.10.RI.1 Analyze the development of two
two or more implied or explicit themes or more implied or explicit central ideas over
over the course of a literary text or texts. the course of an informational text or texts.

8 LA.8.RP.1 Determine two or more implied LA.8.RI.1 Determine two or more implied or
or explicit themes of a fext and how they | explicit central ideas of a text and how they
develop over the course of a literary text, | develop over the course of an informational
including their relationship to supporting text, including their relationship to supporting
ideas. ideas.

7 LA.7.RP.1 Determine two or more implied LA.7.RI.1 Determine two or more implied or
or explicit themes in a literary text and explicit central ideas of an informational text
how they are supported with key details. and how they are supported with key

details.

6 LA.6.RP.1 Determine the implied or explicit | LA.6.RI.1 Determine the implied or explicit
theme and how it develops over the central idea and how it develops over the
course of a literary text. course of an informational text.

5 LA.5.RP.1 Explain the theme in a literary text | LA.5.RL.1 Explain the central idea in an
and how it is conveyed through key | informational text and how it is conveyed
details. through key details.

4 LA.4.RP.1 Determine a theme in a literary LA.4.RI.1 Determine the central idea of an
text and how it is conveyed through key informational text and how it is conveyed
details. through key details.

3 LA.3.RP.1 Identify the central message or LA.3.RL.3 Determine and explain the author’s
lesson in a literary text and explain how purpose in an informational text.
key details support that idea.

2 LA.2.RP.1 Recount narratives and LA.2.RI.1 Identify the main topic and key
determine their central message, lesson, details in a multi-paragraph text.
or moral.

1 LA.1.RP.1 Retell familiar stories, including LA.1.RIL.1 Identify the main topic and key
key details, and demonstrate details in an informational text.
understanding of their central message or
lesson from a literary text.

K LA.K.RP.1 With prompting and support, LA.K.RI.1 With prompting and support,

orally retell familiar stories, including key
details, and demonstrate understanding
of their central message or lesson.

identify the main topic and key details in an
informational text.
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Central Ideas and Details: Standard 2

Central Ideas and Details | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support
ideas, evaluate the development of themes or central ideas in grade-level literary and
informational texts.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.2 Analyze the development and | LA.12.Rl.2 Synthesize and evaluate how the
interaction of literary elements such as interaction of individuals, important events,
characterization, setting, and plot, and and key ideas confribute to the meaning of
how they confribute to the meaning of the work as a whole.
the work as a whole.

9-10 LA.10.RP.2 Analyze how the development | LA.10.Rl.2 Analyze how the interaction of
of characters, settings, and important individuals, important events, and key ideas
events contribute to the meaning of the confribute fo the meaning of the work as a
work as a whole. whole.

8 LA.8.RP.2 Analyze how particular events, LA.8.RI.2 Analyze how particular events,
lines of dialogue, or descriptive details interactions between individuals, or key facts
develop the plot, reveal aspects of and details contribute to meaning.
characters, or create meaning.

7 LA.7.RP.2 Analyze how particular events, LA.7.RL.2 Analyze the relationships and
lines of dialogue, or descriptive details interactions between individuals, events,
develop the plot, reveal aspects of and/or ideas or concepts, drawing on
characters, or create meaning. specific supporting details in an

informational text.

6 LA.6.RP.2 Explain how a plot unfolds in a LA.6.RI.2 Explain how a key individual, event,
literary text as well as how the characters | oridea or concept is infroduced and
respond to events or changes as the plot | developed, drawing on specific supporting
moves toward a resolution. details in an informational text.

5 LA.5.RP.2 Compare and confrast two or LA.5.RI.2 Compare and contrast two or more
more characters, settings, or eventsin a individuals, events, scientific ideas or
literary text or texts. concepts, or steps in a process, drawing on

supporting details from a text or texts.

4 LA.4.RP.2 Analyze a character, setting, or | LA.4.R1.2 Analyze an individual, event,
eventin aliterary text, drawing on specific | scienfific idea or concepf, or stepsin a
details such as a character’'s thoughts, process.
words, or actions.

3 LA.4.RP.2 Analyze a character, setting, or LA.4.Rl.2 Analyze an individual, event,
event, drawing on specific details such as | scienfific idea or concept, or stepsin a
a character’s thoughts, words, or actions. | process.

2 LA.2.RP.2 Describe characters and how LA.2.RI.2 Describe the connections between
they interact with one another. individuals, historical events, scientific ideas,

or steps in a process.

1 LA.1.RP.2 |dentify the main character(s), LA.1.RI.2 Identify key individuals, events, or
setting, and important events, drawing on | pieces of information in an informational
key details in a literary text. text.

K LA.K.RP.2 With prompting and support, LA.K.RI.1 With prompting and support,

identify main character(s), setting, and
important eventsin a literary text.

identify the main topic and key details in an
informational text.
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Author’s Craft: Standard 3

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the
development and interaction of individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary and
informational text.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.3 Evaluate an author’s use of LA.12.RI1.3 Evaluate an author’s perspective
point of view and how it contributes to the | or purpose and how it contributes to the
meaning, significance, or aesthetic of a meaning, significance, or aesthetic of an
literary text. informational text.

92-10 LA.10.RP.3 Analyze how the author's LA.10.RL.3 Analyze an author's perspective or
choices related to perspective or point of | purpose in a text and analyze how an author
view contribute to the meaning, uses rhetoric to advance that point of view
significance, or aesthetic of aliterary text. | or purpose.

8 LA.8.RP.3 Analyze how an author LA.8.RL.3 Analyze how an author establishes,
establishes, conveys, and contrasts the conveys, and conftrasts perspective or
points of view of the audience and the purpose in a text and how the author
characters to create effects such as acknowledges and responds to conflicting
suspense, humor, or dramatic irony in a evidence or viewpoinfts.
literary text.

7 LA.7.RP.3 Analyze how an author LA.7.RL.3 Analyze how an author establishes
establishes, conveys, and confrasts the or conveys a perspective or purpose and
points of view of different characters or distinguishes it from that of others.
narrators in a literary text.

6 LA.6.RP.3 Explain how an author LA.6.RIL.3 Explain how an author establishes
establishes and conveys the point(s) of and conveys a perspective or purpose in an
view of a narrator or speaker in a literary informational text.
text.

5 LA.5.RP.3 Describe how a narrator or LA.5.RI.3 Determine the author’s purpose(s)
speaker’s point of view influences the and describe how the author's perspective
meaning of a literary ftext. (e.g., beliefs, assumptions, biases) influences

the meaning of an informational text.

4 LA.4.RP.3 Distinguish reader perspective LA.4.RI.3 Compare and contrast authors’
from the perspective and point of view of | perspectives in multiple informational texts of
the narrator or the characters in a literary | the same topic.
text.

3 LA.3.RP.3 Determine and explain the point | LA.3.RI.3 Defermine and explain the author’s
of view in a literary text. purpose in an informational fext.

2 LA.2.RP.3 Determine and explain who is LA.2.RL.3 Determine and explain the author’s
telling a story within and across literary purpose in an informational text, including
texts. what the author wants to answer, explain, or

describe.

1 LA.1.RP.3 Explain the difference between LA.1.RL.3 Define the role of the author and
the roles of author and narrator or illustrator in presenting the ideas or
speaker in a literary ftext. information in a text.

K LA.K.RP.3 With prompting and support, LA.K.RL.3 With prompting and support, define

define the role of author and illustrator in
a literary text.

the role of author and illustrator in presenting
the ideas or information in a text.
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Author’s Craft: Standard 4

Author’s Craft | Citing relevant and thorough evidence to support ideas, evaluate the
development and interaction of individuals, ideas, and events in grade-level literary and
informational text.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.4 Evaluate how an author LA.12.Rl.4 Evaluate the effectiveness of the
develops structure in a literary text fo structure an author uses in an exposition or
contribute to its overall meaning and argument, including whether the structure
aesthetic impact. makes the points clear, convincing, and

engaging.

9-10 | LA.10.RP.4 Analyze how an author uses text | LA.10.RL.4 Analyze in detail how an author’s
structure, including the manipulation of ideas or claims are developed and refined
time (e.g., foreshadowing, flashbacks) to by particular sentences, paragraphs, or
create literary effects such as mystery, larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
tension, and suspense. chapter).

8 LA.8.RP.4 Compare and contrast the LA.8.RI.4 Compare and contrast the structure
structure of two or more literary texts and of a specific paragraph in an informational
how their structures confribute to style and | text, including the role of particular
meaning. sentences in developing and refining a key

concept.

7 LA.7.RP.4 Analyze the structure of a literary | LA.7.R..4 Analyze how the major sections of
text, and how the structure contributes to text contribute to the development of ideas
its theme(s) and meaning. in an informational text.

6 LA.6.RP.4 Analyze how a sequence of LA.6.RI.4 Analyze how a particular sentence,
chapters, scenes, or stanzas contribute o paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the
the development of literary elements (e.g., | overall structure of a text and contributes to
theme, setting, or plot). the development of the ideas.

5 LA.5.RP.4 Explain how a sequence of | LA.5.RI.4 Explain how text features (titles,
chapters, scenes, or stanzas fit together to | headings, table of contents, glossaries,
provide the overall structure of literary texts. | captions, graphs, maps, and/or other visuals)

conftribute fo the meaning of texts.

4 LA.4.RP.4 Compare and contrast the LA.4.R1.4 Describe the overall structure of an
structural elements of literary texts (e.g., informational text and how it contributes to
dramas, narratives, and poems). meaning.

3 LA.3.RP.4 Explain how sections of a literary LA.3.RI.4 Explain how tfext features (titles,
text (e.g.. chapters, scenes, stanzas) build headings, table of contents, glossaries,
on one another and conftribute to capftions, graphs, maps, and/or other visuals)
meaning. confribute to meaning.

2 LA.2.RP.4 Describe the basic structure of a LA.2.RI.4 Explain how text features (titles,
literary text, including how literary elements | headings, table of contents, glossaries,
are infroduced and developed and capftions, graphs, maps, and/or other visuals)
conflicts are resolved. contribute to the meaning of texts.

1 LA.1.RP.4 |dentify the basic characteristics LA.1.RI.4 Use text features (titles, headings,
of literary text, drawing on a wide range of | visuals) to predict or confirm the fopic of a
text types. text.

K LA.K.RP.4 With prompting and support, LA.K.RL.4 With prompting and support, use

identify the basic characteristics of literary
and informational text.

text features (titles, headings, visuals) to
predict or confirm the topic of a text.
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Knowledge and Ideas: Standard 5

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas,
evaluate how an author’s perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning
of grade-level literary and informational text.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.5 Apply knowledge of eighteenth-, LA.12.RL.5 Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century and nineteenth-century works of historical and
foundational works of literature, including literary significance for their central ideas,
how two or more texts from the same period purposes, and rhetorical style.
treat similar themes or topics.

9-10 LA.10.RP.5 Analyze how an author draws on LA.10.RL.5 Analyze informational texts of
and fransforms source material in a specific historical and/or cultural significance, including
work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme their treatment of related topics and concepts.
or topic from the Bible).

8 LA.8.RP.5 Analyze how a modern work of LA.8.RL.5 Analyze how two or more texts
fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, provide conflicting information on the same
or character types from myths, traditional topic, including where the texts disagree on
stories, or religious works. matters of evidence or interpretation.

7 LA.7.RP.5 Compare and contrast a fictional LA.7.RL.5 Analyze how the major sections of text
portrayal of a time, place, or character and contribute to the development of ideas in an
a historical account of the same period. informational text.

é LA.6.RP.5 Compare and contrast texts in LA.6.RI1.5 Compare and contrast one author’s
different forms or genres (e.g., stories and presentation of information with that of
poems, historical novels, fantasy stories) and another.
their treatment of similar themes and topics.

5 LA.5.RP.5 Compare and contrast the | LA.5.RL5 Integrate information from multiple
tfreatment of themes and topics in literary texts | texts on the same topic in order to
of the same genre. demonstrate knowledge of the topic.

4 LA.4.RP.5 Compare and contrast the LA.4.RL5 Integrate information from multiple
treatment of similar themes and topics and informational texts on the same topic in order
patterns of events in literary texts by different | to demonstrate knowledge of the topic.
authors or from different cultures.

3 LA.3.RP.5 Compare and contrast the themes, | LA.3.RL.5 Compare and contrast the two most
settings, and plots of literary texts written by important ideas and key details presented by
the same author about the same or similar multiple informational texts on the same topic.
characters (e.g. books from a series).

2 LA.2.RP. Compare and contrast fwo or more LA.2.RI.5 Compare and contrast the two most
versions of the same literary text by different important ideas presented by two
authors or from different cultures. informational texts on the same topic.

1 LA.1.RP.5 Compare and contrast the LA.1.RL5 Identify basic similarities and
experiences of characters in familiar stories. differences between two informational texts on

the same topic.

K LA.K.RP.5 With prompting and support, LA.K.RL.5 With prompting and support, identify

compare and confrast the experiences of
characters in familiar stories.

basic similarities and differences between two
informational texts on the same topic.
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Knowledge and Ideas: Standard 6

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas,
evaluate how an author’s perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning
of grade-level literary and informational text.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.6 Evaluate themes within and LA.12.Rl.6 Compare and contrast the
across literary texts to draw conclusions, development of multiple arguments in texts
deepen understanding of self and others, of related topics, evaluating the
and generate questions for further inquiry. effectiveness and validity of the claims.

9-10 | LA.10.RP.6 Analyze the implied or stated LA.10.Rl.6 Compare and contrast the
theme(s) in a literary text to draw development of different arguments on the
conclusions, deepen understanding of self | same topic, evaluating the effectiveness
and others, and generate questions for and validity of the claims.
further inquiry.

8 LA.8.RP.6 Synthesize the implied or stated LA.8.Rl.6 Analyze the development of an
theme(s) in a literary text to draw argument and evaluate the effectiveness of
conclusions and deepen understanding of | the type(s) of reasoning used to support the
self and others. argument.

7 LA.7.RP.6 Synthesize the implied or stated LA.7.RL.6 Analyze the development of an
theme(s) in a literary text to draw argument and identify the type(s) of
conclusions and deepen understanding of | reasoning used fo support the argument.
self and others.

6 LA.6.RP.6 Analyze a literary text to answer LA.6.Rl.6 Analyze the development of an
and develop inferential and evaluative argument and identify the type(s) of
questions fo enhance the comprehension | reasoning used to support the argument.
of self and others, quoting or paraphrasing
specific evidence from the text.

5 LA.5.RP.6 Analyze a literary text to answer | LA.5.Rl.6 Analyze the development of an
and develop inferential questions to | author’s claim(s) and how supporting
enhance the comprehension of self and | evidence is used to support the claim(s).
others, quoting or paraphrasing specific
evidence from the text.

4 LA.4.RP.6 Explain what the text says LA.4.RLé Identify an author’s claim(s) and
explicitly and draw inferences when asking | explain how the author supports the claim in
or answering questions, quoting or the text.
paraphrasing specific evidence from the
text as appropriate.

3 LA.3.RP.6 Explain what the text says LA.3.RL.6 Identify an author’s claim(s) and
explicitly and draw inferences when asking | explain how the author supports the claim in
and answering questions. the text.

2 LA.2.RP.6 Ask and answer literal (e.g., LA.2.RI.6 Explain an author’s opinion(s) and
recall/details) and simple inferential (e.g., supporting evidence from the text.
why or how) questions about key details in
a literary text.

1 LA.1.RP.6 Ask and answer questions about LA.1.RL6 Identify an author’s opinion(s) about
key details in a literary text. a fext.

K LA.K.RP.6 With prompting and support, ask | LA.K.RL.é With prompting and support,

and answer questions about key details in
a literary text.

explain the difference between facts and
opinions about a topic.
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Knowledge and Ideas: Standard 7

Knowledge and Ideas | Citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support ideas,
evaluate how an author’s perspective or use of point of view shapes the style and meaning
of grade-level literary and informational text.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.7 Analyze and evaluate multiple LA.12.RI.7 Analyze and evaluate multiple
perspectives within and across a wide range | perspectives within and across a wide
of literary texts. range of informational fexts.

9-10 | LA.10.RP.7 Analyze multiple perspectives LA.10.RI.7 Analyze how an author or speaker
within and across a wide range of literary unfolds a series of events, ideas, or
texts. perspectives within and across a wide

range of informational fexts.

8 LA.8.RP.7 Analyze regional, national, LA.8.RL.7 Analyze regional, national,
international, and/or multicultural international, and/or multicultural
perspectives to make connections among perspectives to make connections among
and distinctions between characters orideas | and distinctions between individuals or
within and across a range of literary texts. ideas within and across a range of

informational texts.

7 LA.7.RP.7 Compare and contrast regional, LA.7.RL.7 Compare and contrast regional,
national, and/or multicultural perspectives national, and/or multicultural perspectives
by explaining how an author or by explaining how an author or
narrator/speaker intfroduces, illustrates, or narrator/speaker intfroduces, illustrates, or
describes characters or individuals, events, describes characters or individuals, events,
and ideas within and across literary texts. and ideas within and across informational

texts.

6 LA.6.RP.7 Compare and contrast regional, LA.6.RI.7 Compare and contrast regional,
national, and/or multicultural perspectives national, and/or multicultural perspectives
within and across literary fexts. within and across informational texts.

5 LA.5.RP.7 Explain the relationships between | LA.5.RL.7 Explain the relationships between
two or more characters, events, orideas in a | two or more individuals, events, ideas, or
range of literary texts. conceptsin a range of informational texts.

4 LA.4.RP.7 Explain an author or LA.4.RI.7 Explain an author or speaker’s
narrator/speaker’s treatment of similar treatment of similar topics, and/or patterns
themes and/or patterns of events in a wide of events in a wide range of informational
range of literary texts. texts.

3 LA.3.RP.7 Compare and contrast themes, LA.3.RI.7 Compare and contrast topics
topics, and/or patterns of eventsin a range and/or patterns of events in a range of
of literary texts. informational texts.

2 LA.2.RP.7 Compare and contrast topics in a LA.2.RI.7 Compare and contrast topicsin a
variety of literary texts to build knowledge of | variety of informational texts to build
cultures (e.g.. history, values, beliefs, and knowledge of cultures (e.g., history, values,
behaviors). beliefs, and behaviors).

1 LA.1.RP.7 With prompting and support, make | LA.1.RL.7 With prompting and support, make
connections between own experiences and | connections between own experiences and
other cultures in literary fexts. other cultures in informational texts.

K LA.K.RP.7 With prompting and support, make | LA.K.RL.7 With prompting and support, make

connections between own experiences and
other cultures in literary fexts.

connections between own experiences and
other cultures in informational texts.
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K-12 Reading Comprehension
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity | Read and comprehend complex, grade-
level literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Grade Prose and Poetry Informational Text

11-12 | LA.12.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide LA.12.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary texts in the 12-CCR grade range of informational texts in the 12-CCR
band independently and proficiently. grade band independently and proficiently.

9-10 | LA.10.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide LA.10.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary texts of appropriate range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity at the high end of the 9-10 complexity at the high end of the 9-10 grade
grade band proficiently, with scaffolding as | band proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range. needed at the high end of the range.

8 LA.7.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide LA.7.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary texts of appropriate range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity for the 6-8 grade band complexity for the 6-8 grade band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range. the high end of the range.

7 LA.7.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide LA.7.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary texts of appropriate range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity for the 6-8 grade band complexity for the 6-8 grade band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range. the high end of the range.

6 LA.6.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide LA.6.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary and informational texts of range of informational texts of appropriate
appropriate complexity for the 6-8 grade complexity for the 6-8 grade band
band proficiently, with scaffolding as proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
needed at the high end of the range. the high end of the range.

5 LA.5.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide | LA.5.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary ftexts of appropriate | range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity for Grade 5 independently and | complexity for Grade 5 independently and
proficiently. proficiently.

4 LA.4.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide LA.4.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary texts of appropriate range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity for Grade 4 independently and | complexity for Grade 4 independently and
proficiently. proficiently.

3 LA.3.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide LA.3.RP.8 Read and comprehend a wide
range of literary texts of appropriate range of informational texts of appropriate
complexity for Grade 3 independently and | complexity for Grade 3 independently and
proficiently. proficiently.

2 LA.2.RP.8 With scaffolding as needed, read | LA.2.RP.8 With scaffolding as needed, read
and comprehend a wide range of literary and comprehend a wide range of
texts of appropriate complexity for Grade 2. | informational texts of appropriate complexity

for Grade 2.

1 LA.1.RP.8 With prompting and support, read | LA.1.RP.8 With prompting and support, read
and comprehend a wide range of literary and comprehend a wide range of
texts of appropriate complexity for Grade 1. | informational texts of appropriate complexity

for Grade 1.
K LA.K.RP.8 Actively engage in group reading | LA.K.RP.8 Actively engage in group reading

activities with purpose and understanding.

activities with purpose and understanding.
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K-12 Vocabulary
Acquisition and Use: Standard 1

Acquisition and Use | Build and use a range of conversational, academic, and discipline-
specific grade-level vocabulary and apply to reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Grade Indicators
11-12 | LA.12.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks
and purposes.

a. Use contfext clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's
position or function in a sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the
precise meanings, pronunciations, parts of speech, etymology, or standard usage of
words.

9?-10 LA.10.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks
and purposes.

a. Use context clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's
position or function in a sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis).

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the
precise meanings, pronunciations, parts of speech, or etymology of words.

8 LA.8.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks
and purposes.

a. Use contfext clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's
position or function in a sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.

b. Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the
meanings of words (e.g., recede, precede).

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the
precise meanings, pronunciations, or parts of speech of words.

7 LA.7.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks
and purposes.

a. Use context clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's
position or function in a sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.

b. Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the
meanings of words (e.g., audience, audible).

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials to determine or clarify the
precise meanings, pronunciations, or parts of speech of words.

6 LA.8.V.1 Integrate grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately for a variety of tasks

and purposes.
a. Use contfext clues (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's
position or function in a sentence) to determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the
meanings of words (e.g., audience, audible).
c. Consult reference materials to determine or clarify the precise meanings,
pronunciations, or parts of speech of words.
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LA.5.V.1 Acquire and use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately.
a. Use contfext clues (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in fext) to
determine the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Use commonly occurring Greek and Latin affixes and roots to determine the
meanings of words.
c. Determine or clarify the precise meanings or pronunciations of words and phrases
using reference materials and classroom resources.

LA.4.V.1 Acquire and use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately.
a. Use context clues (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements) in text fo determine
the meanings of words and phrases.
b. Use commonly occurring Latin affixes and roots to determine the meanings of words
and phrases (e.g., photograph, autograph).
c. Determine or clarify the meanings or pronunciations of words using reference
materials and classroom resources.

LA.3.V.1 Acquire and use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately.

a. Use sentence-level context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use affixes to determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g., comfortable,
uncomfortable).

c. Use known root words to determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g., company,
companion).

d. Determine the meanings of key words and phrases using reference materials and
classroom resources.

LA.2.V.1 Recognize and use conversational and grade-level academic vocabulary.

a. Use sentence-level context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use commonly occurring prefixes and suffixes to determine the meaning of
unknown words (e.g., happy/unhappy).

c. Use known root words to determine the meaning of unknown words (e.g., addition,
additional).

d. Determine the meaning of compound words by using knowledge of individual
words (e.g., birdhouse).

e. Detfermine the meanings of key words and phrases using provided reference
materials and classroom resources.

LA.1.V.1 Recognize and use conversational and grade-level academic vocabulary.
a. Use sentence-level context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase.
b. Use commonly occurring affixes to determine the meaning of unknown words.
c. ldentify commonly occurring root words and their inflectional forms.
d. Determine the meanings of key words and phrases using provided reference
materials and classroom resources.

LA.K.V.1 Recognize and use conversational and grade-level academic vocabulary.
a. With prompting and support, identify new meanings of familiar words (e.g., park,
ring, fly).
b. With prompting and support, use commonly occurring inflections and affixes to
determine the meaning of unknown words.
c. With prompting and support, determine the meanings of key words and phrases
using provided reference materials and classroom resources.
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K-12 Vocabulary
Connotation and Context: Standard 2

Context and Connotation | Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases, closing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Grade Indicators
11-12 | LA.12.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.qg., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their
role in fext.
b. Analyze nuances in the meanings of words with similar denotations.
9-10 | LA.10.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in text.
b. Andalyze nuances in the meanings of words with similar denotations.
8 LA.8.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context.
b. Determine the relationship between particular words to better understand each of
the words.
c. Distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., willful,
resolute).
7 LA.7.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, or mythological allusions) in
context.
b. Determine the relationship between words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole,
item/category).
c. Distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., polite,
diplomatic).
6 LA.6.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in

grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, or mythological allusions) in
context.
b. Determine the relationship between words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole,
item/category).
c. Distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g.,
economical, thrifty).
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LA.5.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of commonly occurring idioms, adages, and
proverbs.
c. Demonstrate knowledge of relationships between particular words (e.g., synonyms,
antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words.

LA.4.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Explain the meaning of commonly occurring similes and metaphors (e.g., light as a
feather) in grade-level text.
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of commonly occurring idioms and adages.
c. Use knowledge of words by relating them to their antonyms and synonyms.

LA.3.V.2 Interpret an author's use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Distinguish between literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context
(e.g., take steps).
b. Identfify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people
who are friendly or helpful).
c. Distinguish nuances of meaning between related words that describe states of mind
or degrees of certainty (e.g., believed, suspected).

LA.2.V.2 Interpret an author's use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Ask and answer questions about key words and phrases to determine their meaning.
b. Distinguish nuances of meaning between closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw)
and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender).

LA.1.V.2 Interpret an author's use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Sort common words and phrases intfo conceptual categories to develop an
understanding of word relationships.
b. Define words by their category and simple attributes (i.e., a duck s a bird that
swims).
c. Ask and answer questions about key words and phrases to determine their meaning.
d. Distinguish nuances of meaning between common verbs (e.g., glance, stare) and
adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., large, gigantic).

LA.K.V.2 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical language in
grade-level literary and informational text.
a. With prompting and support, sort common words and phrases info conceptual
categories to develop an understanding of word relationships.
b. With prompting and support, deepen understanding of words by identifying and
relating them to their opposites.
c. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key words and
phrases to determine their meaning.
d. With prompting and support, identify and explain descriptive words and phrases
that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
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K-12 Writing
Production of Writing: Standard 1

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent
writing appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.

Grade Indicators
11-12 | LA.12.W.1 Compose grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions to convey
meaning and fo add variety, inferest, and fluency to written and spoken language.

a. Demonstrate understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can evolve,
and is sometimes contested.

b. Apply knowledge of function and usage to revise personal and peer writing while
resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting appropriate and
reliable reference materials.

9-10 LA.10.W.1 Compose grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions to convey
meaning and add variety, interest, and fluency to written and spoken language.

a. Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.

b. Use a colon fo infroduce a quotation, definition, or to expand on information in a
sentence; use a semicolon with a conjunctive adverb.

c. Apply knowledge of function and usage to revise personal writing while resolving
issues of complex or contested usage, consulting appropriate and reliable
reference materials.

d. Select and use verbs with appropriate voice and mood.

e. ldentify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb
tense, number, voice, mood, and parallel structure.

8 LA.8.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied
sentence structures.

a. Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.

b. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dashes) to indicate a pause or break and an
ellipsis to indicate an omission.

c. Explain the function of and use different types of verbals in sentences (e.g.,
gerunds, participles, infinitives).

d. Distinguish between and use active and passive voice, formal and informal tone,
and types of grammatical mood (e.g., indicative, subjunctive, conditional,
imperative).

e. Use appropriate parallel structure in words, phrases, and clauses.

f. Identify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb
tense, number, voice, and mood.

7 LA.7.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied
sentence structures.

a. Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.

b. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives.

c. Distinguish between and use types of clauses (e.g., noun, relative, adverbial),
modifiers (e.g., misplaced and dangling), and adjectives (coordinate and
cumulative).

d. Use a variety of prepositional and appositive phrases in sentences and
paragraphs.

e. ldentify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb
tenses.

6 LA.6.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied

sentence structures.
a. Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization.
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a.

Use punctuation (e.g., commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off non-restrictive
clauses.

Use a colon to infroduce items in a series; use a semicolon fo combine
independent clauses.

Explain the function of articles (e.g., definite and indefinite) and apply knowledge
to writing.

Identify and use verb tenses (e.g., progressive).

Distinguish between and use different types of phrases (e.g., prepositional and
appositive).

Identify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb
tenses.

LA.5.W.1 Create grammatically correct multi-paragraph compositions with varied
sentence structures.

a.

b.

C.

d.
e.

Apply knowledge of rules for capitalization; use underlining, quotation marks, or
italics to indicate titles of works.

Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of a sentence, to
separate clauses, to set off a question tag, and to indicate direct address.

Explain the function of and use frequently occurring interjections, verb tenses
(e.g., perfect), and correlative conjunctions.

Distinguish between and use types of adjectives (e.g., comparative, superlative).
Identify and revise fragment and run-on sentences and inappropriate shifts in verb
tenses.

LA.4.W.1 Create grammatically correct sentences and paragraphs using a variety of
sentence types and phrasing.

a.

b.

e.

f.

Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., organizations, geographic regions, monuments and
landmarks).

Use commas and quotation marks to indicate direct speech and quotations from
a text; use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence
and with dependent clauses.

Identify and use simple appositive phrases.

Identify and use frequently occurring pronouns (e.g., subject, object), adverbs
(e.g., relative), and verbs (e.g., helping and linking).

Distinguish between frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, therr,
they're).

Identify and revise fragment and run-on sentences in speaking and writing.

LA.3.W.1 Write paragraphs using a variety of sentence types.

a.

b.

Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., historic periods, nationalifies, languages), proper
adjectives (e.g., South American), and appropriate words in fitles.

Use commas in addresses and commas and quotation marks in dialogue; use an
apostrophe to form and use possessives.

c. Use frequently occurring nouns (e.g., concrete and abstract), verbs (regular and
iregular), and simple verb tenses.

d. Distinguish between and use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions and
independent and dependent clauses.

e. Explain the function of adjectives and adverbs in simple, compound, and
complex sentences.

f. Use correct subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement in speaking and
writing.

g. Use frequently occurring prepositions and prepositional phrases.

LA.2.W.1 Write and expand grammatically correct sentences (e.g. declarative,
imperative, interrogative, exclamatory).

a.

Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., holidays, countries, product names).
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b.

C.

d.

Use commas in greetings and closings of letfters; use apostrophes to form
confractions and frequently occurring possessives.

Identify and explain the use of nouns (e.g., collective and irregular plural),
pronouns (e.g., demonstrative), verbs (e.g., past tense irregular), simple
prepositions, and frequently occurring conjunctions.

Maintain consistent verb tense across sentences or paragraphs.

LA.1.W.1 Write and expand grammatically correct simple sentences and paragraphs.

a.
.

C.

d.

o

Capitalize proper nouns (e.g., days of the week, names of people).

Use end punctuation, commas in dates, and commas to separate single words in
a series.

Identify and use nouns (e.g., common, proper), pronouns (e.g., personal and
possessive), verbs (e.g., past, present), and descriptive adjectives.

Form and use regular and frequently occurring irregular plural nouns.

Use subject-verb agreement in simple and compound sentences.

LA.K.W.1 With prompting and support, form and use complete simple sentences in shared
language activities.

a
b.
C.
d
e
f.

Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun |.

Recognize and name end punctuation.

Identify nouns (e.g., singular and plural) and simple verbs (e.g., action).
Form regular plural nouns by adding /s/ or /es/.

Use interrogatives to ask questions.

Use subject-verb agreement in simple sentences.
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K-12 Writing
Production of Writing: Standard 2

Production of Writing | Use a recursive writing process to produce clear and coherent
writing appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.

Grade

Indicators

11-12 | LA.12.W.2 Use arecursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing

C.

d.

e.

appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.
a.
b.

Identify and use resources and inquiry fools to plan, organize, and draft writing.
Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Improve and clarify writing by revising, considering feedback from adults and
peers to address the needs of a particular audience and enhance the purpose
and structure.

Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading to enhance style
appropriate to audience, purpose, and task.

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers.

9-10 | LA.10.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing

appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a. ldentify and use resources and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.

b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

c. Improve and clarify writing by revising, considering feedback from adults and
peers to address the needs of a particular audience and enhance the purpose
and structure.

d. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading to enhance style
appropriate to audience, purpose, and task.

e. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia fools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers.

8 LA.8.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing

appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a. ldentify and use resources and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.

b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

c. Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising,
considering feedback from adults and peers.

d. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback
from adults and peers.

e. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia fools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers. Modes of Writing | Write
in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.

7 LA.7.W.2 Use a recursive writing process fo develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a. Use prewriting activities and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.

b. Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

c. Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising,
considering feedback from adults and peers.

d. Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback

from adults and peers.
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e. Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia fools to produce, enhance, and/or

publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers.

LA.6.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a.
.

C.

d.

e.

Use prewriting activities and inquiry tools to plan, organize, and draft writing.
Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising,
considering feedback from adults and peers.

Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback
from adults and peers.

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers.

LA.5.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a.
.

C.

d.

e.

f.

Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising,
considering feedback from adults and peers.

Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback
from adults and peers.

Use or decipher mulfiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, cursive,
font, graphics, symbols).

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia fools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers.

LA.4.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a.
.

C.

Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising,
considering feedback from adults and peers.

Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback
from adults and peers.

Use or decipher mulfiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, cursive,
font, graphics, symbols).

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers. Modes of Writing | Write
in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.

LA.3.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate to the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a.
.

C.

Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising,
considering feedback from adults and peers.

Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback
from adults and peers.

Use or decipher mulfiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, cursive,
font, graphics, symbols).
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f.

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers. Modes of Writing | Write
in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.

LA.2.W.2 Use a recursive writing process to develop, strengthen, and produce writing
appropriate fo the audience, purpose, and discipline.

a.
.

C.

d.

e.

f.

Use prewriting activities and resources to plan, organize, and draft writing.
Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Improve and clarify the content, structure, and organization of writing by revising,
considering feedback from adults and peers.

Improve and clarify writing by editing and proofreading, considering feedback
from adults and peers.

Use or decipher mulfiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, font,
graphics, symbols).

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers.

LA.1.W.2 Develop, strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the audience,
purpose, and discipline.

a.
.

C.
d.

e.

Use prewriting activities and resources to generate and organize ideas.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Use feedback from others to improve writing and/or add details.

Use or decipher multiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, font,
graphics, symbols).

Use appropriate print and digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or
publish writing individually or in collaboration with peers.

LA.K.W.2 With prompting and support, use a recursive writing process to develop,
strengthen, and produce writing appropriate to the discipline, audience, and/or context.

a.
.

C.
d.

Use prewriting activities and resources to generate ideas.

Adapt writing processes to sustain engagement in short and long-term writing
tasks of increasing length and complexity.

Use feedback from others to improve writing and/or add details.

Use or decipher mulfiple formats of print and digital text (e.g., manuscript, font,
graphics, symbols).

Use appropriate digital/multimedia tools to produce, enhance, and/or publish
writing individually or with peers.
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K-12 Writing
Modes of Writing: Standard 3

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences
across disciplines.

Grade Indicators

11-12 | LA.12.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or
events, themes, and perspectives in which the development, structure, and style are
appropriate to the task, purpose, and discipline.

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation,
establishing multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

b. Use literary techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, fo develop experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another
to create a coherent whole.

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters and to set
mood and tone.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects upon what is experienced,
observed, resolved or left unresolved, and what new implications or questions are
raised over the course of the piece.

9-10 LA.10.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real or imagined experiences or
events, themes, and perspectives in which the development, structure, and style are
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation,
establishing multiple points of view, and infroducing a narrator and/or characters;
create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

b. Use literary techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another
to create a coherent whole.

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters and o
establish mood and fone.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects upon what is experienced,
observed, resolved or left unresolved, and what new implications or questions are
raised over the course of the piece.

8 LA.8.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real orimagined experiences or

events in which the development and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and
audience.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a conflict, situation, or observation,
infroducing a narrator and/or character(s), and establishing and maintaining
point(s) of view; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use literary techniques (e.g., dialogue, pacing, description, multiple plot lines) to
develop experiences, events, characters, and settings).

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another
to create a coherent whole.

d. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and figurative
language to establish mood and tone and convey a vivid picture.
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e. Provide a conclusion that is clearly related to and reflects upon what is
experienced, observed, or left unresolved over the course of the piece.

LA.7.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real orimagined experiences or
events in which the development and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and
audience.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a
narrator and/or character(s), establishing and maintaining a point of view;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use literary techniques (e.g., dialogue, pacing, description) to develop
characters, events, settings, and conflicts.

c. Use a variety of fransitional words and phrases to signal shifts from one character,
time frame, or setting fo another.

d. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and figurative
language to express personal or narrative voice.

€. Provide a conclusion that is clearly related to and appropriately reflects on the
literary experiences or events.

LA.6.W.3 Write in a variety of literary forms to convey real orimagined experiences or
events in which the development and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and
audience.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a
narrator and/or character(s) and point of view; organize an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use literary techniques (e.g., dialogue, pacing, description) to develop
characters, events, settings, and conflicts.

c. Use a variety of fransitional words and phrases to signal shifts from one character,
time frame, or setting fo another.

d. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and figurative
language to express personal or narrative voice.

€. Provide a conclusion that is clearly related to and appropriately reflects on the
literary experiences or events.

LA.5.W.3 Write creative and/or expressive pieces that describe a well-developed event or
experience.
a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.
b. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, dialogue, and sensory
language to convey thoughts, feelings, experiences, and events.
c. Use a variety of fransitional words and phrases to organize a sequence of events
that unfolds naturally.
d. Provide a conclusion related to the creative or expressive event or experience.

LA.4.W.3 Write creative and/or expressive pieces that describe a well-developed event or
experience.
a. Establish a situation and infroduce a narrator and/or character(s).
b. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive/sensory details, and dialogue to
develop characters, events, and settings.
c. Use transitional words and phrases to organize a sequence of events that unfolds
naturally.
d. Provide a conclusion related to the creative or expressive event or experience.

LA.3.W.3 Write creative and/or expressive pieces that describe a well-developed event or
experience.
a. Engage and orient the ready by establishing a situation and infroducing a
narrator and/or character(s).
b. Include descriptive details about characters, events, or settings.
c. Use words and phrases to signal sequence of events.
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d. Provide a closure related to the creative or expressive event or experience.

LA.2.W.3 Write personal or fictional narratives that retell two or more appropriately
sequenced events.

a. Include relevant details about characters and settings.

b. Use fime order words to signal sequence of events.

C. Provide a sense of closure.

LA.1.W.3 With prompting and support, write personal or fictional creative and/or
expressive pieces that retell two or more appropriately sequenced events.

a. Include some relevant details.

b. Use time order words to signal sequence of events.

C. Provide a sense of closure.

LA.K.W.3 With prompting and support, narrate personal or fictional events in a sequential
order using a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing.
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K-12 Writing
Modes of Writing: Standard 4

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences
across disciplines.

Grade Indicators
11-12 | LA.12.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and
evidence, organized as appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
a. Develop a structure to sequence ideas logically; infroduce a clear claim where
appropriate, and/or distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or supporting claims.
b. Demonstrate understanding and engagement with multiple viewpoints and
sources to create and support nuanced claims as a recursive process of inquiry
and exploration.
c. Use words, phrases, key vocabulary, and varied syntax to clarify relationships
between claim(s), counterclaim(s), and supporting evidence.
d. Adapt style and tone appropriate to the norms and conventions of the task and
discipline.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument(s) presented.
9-10 LA.10.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and
evidence, organized as appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
a. Develop a structure to sequence ideas logically; infroduce a clear claim where
appropriate, and/or distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or supporting claims.
b. Demonstrate understanding and engagement with multiple viewpoints and
sources to create and support nuanced claims as a recursive process of inquiry
and exploration.
c. Use words, phrases, key vocabulary, and varied syntax to clarify relationships
between claim(s), counterclaim(s), and supporting evidence.
d. Adapt style and tone appropriate to the norms and conventions of the task and
discipline.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument(s) presented.
8 LA.8.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and
evidence, organized as appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
a. Develop a structure to sequence ideas appropriately; intfroduce a clear claim
where appropriate.
b. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge, and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
supportfing claims, and develop a structure in which ideas are grouped logically.
c. Explain and cite relevant evidence from multiple credible sources.
d. Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to create cohesion and clarify the
relationship between the claim(s) and supporting evidence.
e. Adapt style and tone appropriate to the norms and conventions of the task and
discipline.
f. Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument(s) presented.
7 LA.7.W.4 Write arguments that develop a perspective with supporting reasons and

evidence, organized as appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

a. Develop a structure to sequence ideas appropriately; intfroduce a clear claim
where appropriate.

b. Explain and cite relevant evidence from multiple credible sources.

c. Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to create cohesion and clarify the
relationship between claim(s) and supporting evidence.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument(s) presented.
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LA.6.W.4 Write arguments that explain a perspective with supporting reasons and

evidence.
a. Introduce a claim clearly and develop a structure in which the ideas are grouped
logically.

b. Use relevant evidence from two or more credible sources.

c. Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to clarify the relationship between
claim(s) and supporting evidence.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument
presented.

LA.5.W.4 Write opinion pieces that explain a perspective with supporting reasons and
evidence.
a. Infroduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion or perspective, and develop a
structure in which ideas are grouped logically.
b. Use facts and details to support reasons and/or evidence.
c. Use words, phrases, and key vocabulary to connect ideas.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the perspective.

LA.4.W.4 Write opinion pieces that explain a perspective with supporting reasons and/or
evidence.
a. Infroduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and develop a structure that
includes reasons and/or evidence.
b. Use facts and details to support reasons and/or evidence.
c. Use linking words and phrases to connect ideas.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion.

LA.3.W.4 Write opinion pieces with supporting reasons and/or evidence.
a. Infroduce a topic or text, state an opinion, and develop a structure that includes
reasons and/or evidence.
b. Use linking words and phrases to connect opinions and reasons.
C. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion.

LA.2.W.4 Express an opinion and provide supporting reasons.
a. Infroduce a topic or text.
b. State an opinion and provide reasons to support the opinion.
C. Provide a concluding statement or section.

LA.1.W.4 With prompting and support, express an opinion about a topic or text and
provide a supporting reason.

a. Infroduce a topic or text.

b. State an opinion and provide a reason to support the opinion.

c. Provide a sense of closure.

LA.K.W.4 With prompting and support, express an opinion about a topic or text with one
supporting reason using a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing.
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K-12 Writing
Modes of Writing: Standard 5

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences
across disciplines.

Grade Indicators
11-12 | LA.12.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to clearly convey ideas, information, and
concepts in which the development and structure are appropriate to the task, discipline,
purpose, and audience.

a. Introduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus; organize complex ideas,
concepts, and information to make clear connections and distinctions including
text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.

b. Develop the topic thoroughly with relevant, sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, and/or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions, domain-specific vocabulary, and varied
syntax fo manage the complexity of the topic.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective fone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the information or
explanations and articulates the implications and/or significance of the topic.

9-10 LA.10.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to clearly convey ideas, information, and
concepts in which the development and structure are appropriate to the task, discipline,
purpose, and audience.

a. Introduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus; organize complex ideas,
concepts, and information to make clear connections and distinctions including
text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.

b. Develop the topic with relevant, sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete
details, quotations, and/or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions, domain-specific vocabulary, and varied
syntax fo manage the complexity of the topic.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective fone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the information or
explanations and articulates the implications and/or significance of the topic.

8 LA.8.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to clearly convey ideas and information in
which the development and structure are appropriate to the task, purpose, and
audience.

a. Introduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus; organize ideas, concepts,
and information into broader categories or sections including text features,
illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
and/or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate fransitions and domain-specific vocabulary to clarify relationships
among ideas and concepts.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or
explanation(s).

7 LA.7.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and clearly

convey ideas and information.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and provide a specific focus, grouping information
logically and including text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
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b. Develop a topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, examples) related to the topic.

c. Use appropriate transitions and key vocabulary to clarify relationships among
ideas and concepfs.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or
explanation(s).

LA.6.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and clearly
convey ideas and information.
a. Infroduce a topic clearly and provide a general focus, grouping information
logically and including text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
b. Develop a topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, examples) related to the fopic.
c. Use appropriate transitions and key vocabulary to clarify relationships among
ideas and concepfs.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or
explanation(s).

LA.5.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and clearly
convey ideas and information.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and provide a general focus, grouping information
logically and including text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
b. Develop the topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, details, quotations)
related to the topic
c. Use linking words and phrases and key vocabulary fo connect ideas and
categories of information.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or
explanation(s).

LA.4.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and convey
ideas and information.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information intfo paragraphs and
sections including text features, illustrations, and/or multimedia elements.
b. Develop the topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, details, quotations)
related to the topic.
c. Use linking words and phrases and key vocabulary fo connect ideas and
categories of information.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or
explanation(s).

LA.3.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic or text and convey
ideas and information.
a. Infroduce a topic and group related information together, including illustrations
when useful to provide clarity.
b. Develop the topic with information (e.g., facts, definitions, details) clearly related
to the topic.
c. Use linking words and phrases and key vocabulary fo connect ideas and
categories of information.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the topic.

LA.2.W.5 Write informative/explanatory pieces about a topic or text with supporting facts
and details.

a. Infroduce a topic or text.

b. Develop a topic with facts, details, and definitions.

c. Use words and phrases related to the topic.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section.
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LA.1.W.5 With prompting and support, write informative/explanatory pieces about a topic
or text with supporting facts and details.

a. Infroduce a topic.

b. Develop a topic using supporting facts and details.

c. Use words and phrases related to the topic.

d. Provide a sense of closure.

LA.K.W.5 With prompting and support, write informative/explanatory pieces about a topic
or text with one supporting fact using a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing.
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K-12 Writing
Modes of Writing: Standard 6

Modes of Writing | Write in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes and audiences
across disciplines.

Grade

Indicator

11-12

LA.12.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from multiple authoritative sources,
evaluate the strengths and limitations of sources in terms of the task, purpose, and
audience, and assess their relevance in answering the research question(s).

a. Integrate information and evidence into writing selectively, accurately quoting or
paraphrasing data and conclusions to maintain the flow of ideas while avoiding
plagiarism.

b. Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., the expertise or motivation
of the creator of an information product, potential bias and/or deception, and
social, political, and/or historical perspectives) from print and digital sources to
generate and answer questions and create new understandings.

c. Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize
information.

d. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source;
cite sources using a variety of in-text citations to enhance fluency; develop a list
of sources that conforms to a style guide appropriate to the discipline (e.g., MLA,
APA, Chicago).

e. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

9-10

LA.10.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from multiple authoritative sources and
assess its relevance in answering the research question(s).

a. Integrate information and evidence into writing selectively, accurately quoting or
paraphrasing data and conclusions to maintain the flow of ideas while avoiding
plagiarism.

b. Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., the expertise or motivation
of the creator of an information product, potential bias and/or deception, and
social, political, and/or historical perspectives) from print and digital sources to
generate and answer questions and create new understandings.

c. Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize
information.

d. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source;
cite sources using a variety of in-text citations to enhance fluency; develop a list
of sources that conforms to a style guide appropriate to the discipline (e.g., MLA,
APA, Chicago).

e. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

LA.8.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from multiple frustworthy sources and assess
its relevance in answering the research question(s).

a. Integrate evidence into writing by quoting or paraphrasing data and conclusions
while avoiding plagiarism.

b. Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., the expertise or motivation
of the creator of an information product, potential bias and/or deception) from
print and digital sources to generate and answer questions and create new
understandings.
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c. Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize
information.

d. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and
citing sources within text (e.g., parenthetical and numerical); provide a list of
sources using a standard format.

e. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

LA.7.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from multiple frustworthy sources and assess
its relevance in answering the research question.

a. Integrate evidence into writing by quoting or paraphrasing data and conclusions
while avoiding plagiarism.

b. Locate and evaluate the credibility of evidence (e.g., motivation and/or potential
bias of an information product) from print and digital sources to generate and
answer questions and create new understandings.

c. Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize
information.

d. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and
citing sources within text (e.g., parenthetical and numerical); provide a list of
sources using a standard format.

e. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

LA.6.W.6 Gather and use credible evidence from frustworthy sources and assess its
relevance in answering a research question.

a. Paraphrase and quote evidence to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.

b. Locate and evaluate credibility of evidence (e.g., motivation and/or potential
bias of an information product) from print and digital sources to generate and
answer questions and create new understandings.

c. Select and use appropriate note-taking formats to collect and organize
information.

d. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and
referencing sources in writing and speaking; provide a list of sources using a
standard format.

€. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

LA.5.W.6 Locate and summarize relevant information and evidence from literary and
informational text sources to answer questions about a topic.

a. Paraphrase information and evidence to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.

b. Locate and evaluate credibility of evidence (e.g., motivation and/or potential
bias of an information product) from print and digital sources to generate and
answer questions and create new understandings.

c. Sort evidence info categories using an appropriate note-taking format to collect
and organize information.

d. Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and
referencing sources in writing and speaking; provide a list of sources using a
standard format.

e. Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).
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LA.4.W.6 Locate and summarize relevant evidence from literary and/or informational text
sources to answer question(s) about a topic.

a.
.
C.
d.

e.

Paraphrase information and evidence to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.
ldentify print and digital tools to gather information and evidence.

Sort evidence into categories using an appropriate note-taking format to collect
and organize information.

Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and
referencing sources in writing and speaking; provide a list of sources.

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

LA.3.W.6 Locate evidence from literary and/or informational text sources to answer
questions about a topic.

a.
.
C.
d.

e.

Paraphrase information from sources to support ideas while avoiding plagiarism.
ldentify print and digital tools to gather information and ideas to answer questions.
Sort evidence into categories using an appropriate note-taking format to collect
and organize information.

Demonstrate academic integrity by avoiding overreliance on any one source and
referencing sources in writing and speaking; provide a list of sources.

Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

LA.2.W.6é Locate information from provided sources to answer questions about a topic.

a.

b.

C.
d.
e.

Retell information from provided sources to support ideas while avoiding
plagiarism.

Identify print and digital tools to gather information and ideas and answer
questions.

Sort evidence and information into categories.

Demonstrate academic integrity by referencing sources in writing and speaking.
Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with
others digitally (e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, appropriate language use, respect diverse perspectives).

LA.1.W.6 With prompting and support, identify information from provided sources to
answer a question.

a.
.

C.
d.

e.

Retell or recall information from provided sources.

Use provided print and/or digital tools to gather information and ideas to answer
questions.

Sort evidence and information into categories.

Use provided print and/or digital tools to gather information and ideas and to
answer questions.

Practice safe behaviors when communicating and interacting with others digitally
(e.g., safe information to share, utilize appropriate sites and materials).

LA.K.W.6 With prompting and support, identify information from provided sources to
answer a guestion using a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing.
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K-12 Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration: Standard 1

Comprehension and Collaboration | Communicate effectively and appropriately in
collaborative activities for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas,
share knowledge, and generate new understandings.

11-12 | LA.12.SL.1 Communicate effectively and appropriately in collaborative activities for a
variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences to express ideas, share knowledge, and
generate new understandings.

a. Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm
information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

d. Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
taking notes, summarizing, questioning).

e. Complete a task following complex, multi-step directions.

9-10 LA.10.SL.1 Inifiate and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about
grade-level topics and texts.

a. Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm
information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

d. Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
taking notes, summarizing, questioning).

e. Complete a task following complex, multi-step directions.

8 LA.8.SL.1 Initiate and parficipate in structured discussions and collaborations about 8th
grade topics and texts.

a. Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm
information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

d. Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
taking notes, summarizing, questioning).

e. Complete a task following complex, multi-step directions. Presentation of
Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in
which the organization, development, and style are appropriate to the discipline,
audience, and/or context.

7 LA.7.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 7th
grade topics and texts.

a. Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm
information.

b. Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.

c. Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

d. Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
taking notes, summarizing, questioning).

€. Complete a task following multi-step directions.

6 LA.6.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 6th

grade topics and texits.
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o

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm
information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.
Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
taking notes, summarizing, questioning).

Complete a task following multi-step directions. Presentation of Knowledge and
Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the
organization, development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience,
and/or contfext.

LA.5.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 5th
grade topics and texts.

a.

.
C.

d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas, clarify own ideas, or acquire or confirm
information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.
Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
taking notes, recalling, questioning).

Complete a task following multi-step directions.

LA.4.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 4th
grade topics and texts.

a.
.
C.

d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas or acquire or confirm information.
Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.
Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
recalling, questioning).

Complete a task following multi-step directions.

LA.3.SL.1 Prepare for and participate in structured discussions and collaborations about 3rd
grade topics and texts.

a.
.

C.

d.

e.

Ask relevant questions to build on ideas and acquire or confirm information.
Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a discussion or
collaboration.

Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

Demonstrate active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
recalling, questioning).

Complete a task following multi-step directions.

LA.2.SL.1 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and pertinent
descriptive details.

a.
b.
C.

d.

Ask pertinent questions to acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.
Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

Develop active and attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues,
recalling).

Complete a task following multi-step directions. Presentation of Knowledge and
Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in which the
organization, development, and style are appropriate to the discipline, audience,
and/or contfext.
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LA.1.SL.1 Participate with peers and adults in structured discussions and routines about 1st
grade topics and fexts.

a.
b.
C.

d.

e.

Ask perfinent questions to acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.
Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

Develop attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, recalling).
Complete a task following one/two-step directions.

LA.K.SL.1 With prompting and support, participate with peers and adults in structured
discussions and routines about Kindergarten topics and texts.

a.
.
C.

d.

Ask pertinent questions to acquire or confirm information.

Demonstrate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal messages in a conversation.
Converse with peers and adults in an all-inclusive manner to foster positive
relationships while respecting diverse perspectives.

Develop attentive listening skills (e.g., eye contact, nonverbal cues, recalling).
Complete a task following one/two-step directions.

Approved by the Nebraska State Board of Eduction on September 2, 2021 Page 153




K-12 Speaking and Listening
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: Standard 2

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas | Present information, findings, and supporting
evidence and in which the organization, development, and style are appropriate to the
discipline, audience, and/or context.

11-12 | LA.12.SL.2 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence effectively and in which
the organization, development, and style are appropriate to a variety of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.

a. Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
pacing, nonverbal cues, intfonation) for a variety of purposes and situations,
including interpreting grade-level texts.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.

c. Evaluate the purpose of information being presented, its motives (e.g., social,
commercial, political), and determine its credibility.

d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes, multiple meanings of words).

e. Make strategic use of appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence for specific audiences.

9-10 LA.10.SL.2 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly and concisely
and in which the organization, development, and style are appropriate to a variety of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

a. Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
pacing, nonverbal cues, intfonation) for a variety of purposes and situations,
including interpreting grade-level texts.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.

c. Analyze the purpose of information being presented, evaluate its motives (e.g.,
social, commercial, political), and determine its credibility.

d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes, multiple meanings of words).

e. Select and use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal
communication and add interest.

8 LA.8.SL.2 Present claims and findings, emphasizing key ideas in a focused, coherent
manner with relevant descriptions, facts, details, and examples to clarify themes or
central ideas.

a. Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
pacing, adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and
situations, including interpreting 8th grade texts.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.

c. Analyze the purpose of information being presented and evaluate its motives
(e.g. social, commercial, polifical).

d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes, multiple meanings of words).

e. Select and use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal
communication and add interest.

7 LA.7.SL.2 Present claims and findings, emphasizing key ideas in a focused, coherent
manner with relevant descriptions, facts, details, and examples to clarify themes or
central ideas.

a. Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
pacing, adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and
situations, including interpreting 7th grade texts.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and valid evidence.
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c. Analyze the purpose and credibility of information being presented.

d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes, multiple meanings of words).

e. Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and
add interest.

LA.6.SL.2 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using relevant
descriptions, facts, and details to clarify themes or central ideas.

a. Demonstrate and adjust speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
pacing, adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and
situations, including interpreting éth grade texts.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.

c. Analyze the purpose and credibility of information being presented.

d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes, connotations, subtleties of language).

e. Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and
add interest.

LA.5.8L.2 Report on a topic or text, or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details fo support themes or centfralideas.
a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations,
including interpreting 5th grade texts.
b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.
c. ldentify the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes, multiple meanings of words).
e. Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and
add interest.

LA.4.5L.2 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized
manner with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support themes or
central ideas.

a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations,
including interpreting 4th grade texts.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.

c. Identify the purpose and credibility of information being presented.

LA.3.SL.2 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details.

a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations,
including interpreting 3rd grade texts.

b. Convey a perspective with clear reasoning and support.

c. ldentify the purpose and credibility of information being presented.

d. Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes, multiple meanings of words).

e. Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to enhance verbal communication and
add interest.

LA.2.SL.2 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and pertinent
descriptive details.

a. Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations,
including interpretfing 2nd grade texts.

b. Convey a personal perspective with clear reasons.
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C.
d.

e.

Explain the purpose and credibility of information being presented.
Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
helpful/hurtful words).

Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to support verbal communication.

LA.1.SL.2 Tell a story or recount experiences with appropriate facts and pertinent
descriptive details.

a.

b.

C.
d.

e.

Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations,
including interpreting 1st grade fexts.

Convey a personal perspective with clear reasons.

With prompting and support, explain the purpose of information being presented.
Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
helpful/hurtful words).

Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to support verbal communication.

LA.K.SL.2 With prompting and support, describe familiar people, places, things, and
events, and provide additional detail.

a.
.

C.
d.

Demonstrate appropriate speaking techniques (e.g., appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, clear pronunciation) for a variety of purposes and situations.
Convey a personal perspective with clear reasons.

Explain the purpose of information being presented.

Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the appropriate use of words (e.g.,
helpful/hurtful words).

Use appropriate visual and/or digital tools to support verbal communication.
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Appendix: Key Instructional Shifts for English Language Aris

Unigiong of rerd'

@ implementation.

Shifting instructional practice is central to improving teaching and learning. The 2021 revisions to Nebraska’s
College and Career Ready Standards for English Language Arts, per Nebraska revised statute 79-76.001, require a
number of key shifts in classroom practice and consideration of curricular materials that are essential to realize the
vision of excellent literacy instruction. This document provides an overview of the key instructional shifts for English
Language Arts and the roles that teachers, students, and school leaders* have in the stages of their

ELA/Literacy Shift 1: Science of Reading/Foundations of Reading | The revised standards are designed around the Science of Reading which is a vast,
interdisciplinary body of scientifically-based research about how young children learn to read. The Foundations of Reading standards and indicators
at each grade level outline a carefully sequenced progression of skills that should inform instruction of phonology, sound-symbol association, syllables,
morphology, syntax, and semantics. A systematic, cumulative approach ensures all students attain early literacy proficiency.

Teachers...

» Provide explicit instruction in print concepts,
phonological awareness, phonics, and
fluency.

» Provide frequent, meaningful opportunities for
practice of newly acquired skills.

» Progress monitor with diagnostic assessments.

= Differentiate instruction for struggling readers.

School leaders...

» Provide systematic early literacy training
based on the science of reading.

» Provide access to HQIMs and ongoing
support for their implementation.

» Create structures that maximize core
instruction during literacy blocks.

» Ensure school environments are print-rich.

Students...

= Orally practice phonemic awareness activities.

» Engage in frequent, meaningful practice of
emerging skills.

» Read high-quality decodable texts at school and
at home.

= Self-select literary and informational texts based on
their interests.

ELA/Literacy Shift 2: Staircase of Complexity | In order for students to be prepared for the complexity demands of the texts they will encounter in
college, career, and personal life, each grade level requires a “step” of growth on the “staircase of complexity.” High-quality, knowledge-building
texts that are at or above grade level should form the center of instruction.

Teachers...

» Use anchor and supporting texts that increase
in complexity over the year.

» Provide frequent, meaningful opportunities for
close reading and re-reading.

= Provide rigorous tasks and opportunities to
write and speak about content.

= Scaffold instruction for struggling readers.

School leaders...

» Develop and refine a district-wide,
cohesive scope and sequence grounded
in complex, knowledge-building texts.

» Provide deep, sustained professional
learning on the implementation of HQIMs.

= Create structures for cross-curricular
experiences with complex texts.

Students...

» Employ strategies for comprehending grade-level
texts and their academic language.

* Increase time spent writing about the content of
complex texts using academic language.

» Interact meaningfully with complex texts through
robust discussion.

= Self-select texts at their own reading level.
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ELA/Literacy Shift 3: Balancing Literary and Informational Texts | The revised standards reflect the unique but interrelated skills associated with
successful comprehension of literary (“Prose and Poetry),” and informational text types. It is recommended students read a 50-50 balance of literary
and informational texts, thereby building their knowledge of the world and content in science, social studies, the arts, and literature.

Teachers...

» Provide rich experiences with a variety of text
types.

» Explicitly teach the unique characteristics and
features of informational text.

» Use thematically-related text sets designed to
build deep knowledge of topics.

» Read aloud to students to model expert,
fluent reading of text.

» Scaffold instruction for struggling readers.

School leaders...

» Develop and refine a district-wide,
cohesive scope and sequence grounded
in complex, knowledge-building texts.

» Provide deep, sustained professional
learning on the implementation of high-
quality instructional materials.

= Develop structures and professional
learning opportunities so that students
access complex text in all content areas.

Students...

» Read a balance of literary and informational texts
across content areas.

» Read a wide range of multimodal texts in which
meaning is conveyed through visual, audio,
gestural, tactile, and spatial means.

» Build vocabulary through a combination of
conversation, direct instruction, and reading.

= Participate in frequent opportunities to write about
content and practice the modes and structures of
literary and informational text types.

ELA/Literacy Shift 4: Explicit Writing Instruction | The Production of Writing strand of the revised standards lays out an explicit sequence of
evidence-based skills that lead to writing proficiency. The progression emphasizes sentence-level and paragraph composition so that students are
able to craft cohesive writing pieces grounded in evidence from complex texts.

Teachers...

» Explicitly teach grammar, usage, and
mechanic skills in the context of high-quality
texts.

» Use high-quality instructional materials that
provide a mix of on-demand and process
writing tasks.

» Provide frequent opportunities for revising and
editing pieces written by self and others.

» Design lessons in which students explicitly
examine grammatical structures in
meaningful, complex sentences.

» Design instruction in which students
experience grammatical conventions in
various contexts.

School leaders...

= Equip teachers with professional learning,
high-quality materials, and evidence-based
resources to support their knowledge of
language.

= Ensure a district-wide scope and sequence
reflects a carefully planned integration of
language and content.

» Assess the frequency and quality of direct
writing instruction in all classes.

= Support the implementation of formative,
interim, and summative assessment that
informs instruction.

Students...

» Write about the content of complex texts using
academic language and conventions appropriate
to the task, purpose, and audience.

» Recognize the sentence as the building block of all
writing.

» Demonstrate their learning through a variety of
written tasks.

» Engage in deliberate practice of emerging skills.

» Llearn grammatical concepts through the
constfruction and revision of their own writing and
that of others.
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