
Work Session 
Thursday, April 14, 2016 @ 6:00 PM Central

Alcott Elementary School - 313 North Cedar, 1515 W 8th St, Hastings, NE 68901
  
 

1. Roll Call  -  

  

2. Announcement  -  

  

3. Welcome to HEA reps and guests  -  

  

4. Tour of Alcott - Trent Kelly  -  

  

5. Deadline for Board Notice of Non-Renewal of Superintendent's Contract - Jim Boeve  -  

  

6. Determine Senior High Graduation attendees - Craig Kautz  -  

  

7. *Approve recommended Reduction in Force - Craig Kautz  -  

  

8. *Approve 2016 Hastings High Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees - Craig Kautz  -  

  

9. Information on "Spotlight on Learning"- Hawthorne  -  

  

10. *Approve Food Service Contract - Jeff Schneider  -  

  

11. *Student Fees and Lunch Prices - Jeff Schneider/Tracy Douglas  -  



  

12. *Acceptance of contracted non-resident life skills students - Donna Moss/Jeff Schneider  -  

  

13. *Approve tentative list of 2016 Senior High graduates - Chad Dumas  -  

  

14. Consent agenda  -  

  

15. Reminders  -  

  

16. Reports, etc., at Board Meeting  -  

  

17. Upcoming meetings  -  

  

18. Adjournment  -  

  
  
*Closed Session:  If, during the course of the meeting, discussion of any item on the agenda should be held in a closed meeting, the board will conduct a 
closed meeting in accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Law.
**Sequence of Agenda:  The sequence of agenda topics is subject to change at the discretion of the board.  Please arrive at the beginning of the meeting.
***Action Item:  The board reserves the right to take action on an item listed on the board agenda.



 
Termination Resolution for Staff Not Requesting a Hearing 

 
 WHEREAS, changes in circumstances have occurred in this School District due 
to decreasing enrollments, limited financial support, changing programs, or other 
changes in circumstances necessitating reductions in force to reduce the elementary 
music educational program of the School District by 0.5 full-time equivalency positions, 
and the High School French educational program by 0.5 full-time equivalency position; 
 

WHEREAS, upon application of the selection criteria of the reduction-in-force 
policy of the School District it has been determined that such changes in circumstances 
specifically relate to teaching staff member Sarah Wolf, and Sarah Wolf’s contract is 
that which is subject to termination by reason of reduction-in-force; 
 
 WHEREAS, Sarah Wolf was notified that the School District was considering the 
non-renewal or termination of her employment contract with this School District at the 
end of the 2015-2016 school year as a result of a change in circumstances 
necessitating a reduction in force; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Sarah Wolf was notified of their right to request a hearing within 
seven (7) days from the date of such notification as required by law, and that in the 
event no request for hearing was made as required by law, the Board would proceed to 
take action to non-renew or terminate the teacher’s employment contract with the 
School District by reason of reduction-in-force without further notice; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Sarah Wolf did not request a hearing within the time required by law, 
and to this date have not requested a hearing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of this School District 
that: 
 
1. Due to decreasing enrollments, limited financial support, changing programs, or 
other changes in circumstances necessitating reductions in force, this Board of 
Education should and does hereby reduce the elementary music educational program 
of the School District by 0.5 full-time equivalency positions, and the High School French 
educational program by 0.5 full-time equivalency position; and, 
 
2. As a result of the changes in circumstances that have occurred in the elementary 
music and High School French programs necessitating a reduction in force, and since 
such changes in circumstances specifically relate to Sarah Wolf, and since such 
reduction in force cannot be obtained by the process of normal attrition or resignation, 
and since there are no vacancies on the teaching staff for which the teacher is qualified 
by endorsement or professional training to perform, and since no probationary 
certificated employee is being retained to render a service for which any of the teacher 
is qualified by reason of certification and endorsement to perform, or where not 
applicable by reason of college credits in the teaching area, that the employment 



contract of Sarah Wolf, should be and is hereby non-renewed and terminated at the end 
of the 2015-2016 school year as a result of a reduction in force with honor. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sarah Wolf will be provided letters to such 
effect and recall rights, according to law. 
 
 The foregoing Resolution having been read in its entirety, Member 
_______________ moved for their passage and adoption.  Member _______________ 
seconded same.  After discussion and on roll call vote the following members voted in 
favor of passage and adoption of the above Resolutions: 
__________________________________________________________. 
 
 The following members voted against the same: _________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 The following members were absent or not voting:  _______________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 The above Resolutions having been consented to by more than a majority of the 
members of the Board of Education of this School District were declared as passed and 
adopted by the President at a duly held and lawfully convened meeting in full 
compliance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Law. 
 
 DATED this ___ day of ________________________, 2016. 
 

ADAMS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 01-
0018 A/K/A HASTINGS PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT  

 
 BY:   __________________________________________ 
    President 
 
 ATTEST:  __________________________________________ 
    Secretary 
 
 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 The undersigned hereby certifies that a complete copy of the above Resolutions 
were hand delivered to Sarah Wolf on the ____ day of April, 2016, in fully completed 
form. 
 
    __________________________________________ 
    Person Delivering Notice 
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PERSONNEL 
 
Administrative Staff Transfer – Thomas Szlanda 
The administration recommends acceptance of the following administrative transfer(s): 
 
Thomas Szlanda from Assistant Principal position to Principal position at Senior High to replace 
Jay Opperman who is resigning at the end of his 2016-2016 contract.  Dr. Szlanda’s salary will 
be adjusted according to the administrative salary schedule. Information about Dr. Szlanda is 
attached. 
 
Administrative Staff Appointments – Cara Kimball 
The administration recommends acceptance of the following administrative appointment(s): 
 
Cara Kimball to Principal position at Lincoln Elementary to replace Montessa Munoz who 
transferring to a new position.  Ms. Kimball will be placed on the administrative salary schedule.  
Information about Ms. Kimball is attached. 
 
 
Certificated Staff Retirements/Resignations –  Debra Dowling, Joan Griffin, Diane Mullen, 
Jessica Packard 
The administration recommends the following Certificated retirement(s) and resignation(s): 
 
Debra Dowling retiring from her Vocal Music position at Middle School effective the end of the 
2015-2016 school year. 
 
Joan Griffin retiring from her Family & Consumer Science position at the Middle School effective 
at the end of the 2015-2016 school year.   
 
Diane Mullen retiring from her Special Education position at Senior High/Alternative Learning 
Center effective the end of the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
Jessica Packard resigning from her Mathematics position at Senior High effective the end of the 
2015-2016 school year. 
 
 
Certificated Staff Transfers – Courtney McCarty, Aaron Oswald, Nathaniel Story, 
The administration recommends the following Certificated transfer(s): 
 
Courtney McCarty from 8th grade Mathematics position at Middle School to Mathematics position 
at Senior High to replace Jessica Packard who is resigning at the end of the 2015-2016 school 
year.  Ms. McCarty’s salary and placement will remain the same according to the 2016-2017 
certificated salary schedule. 
 
Aaron Oswald from Explore Reading position to 8th Grade Mathematics position at Middle 
School to replace Courtney McCarty who is transferring to a new position.  Ms. Oswald’s salary 
and placement will remain the same according to the 2016-2017 certificated salary schedule. 
 
Nathaniel Story from Special Education position at Longfellow to Special Education position at 
Lincoln to replace Marci Behmer who is retiring at the end of the 2015-2016 school year.  Mr. 
Story’s salary and placement will remain the same according to the 2016-2017 certificated salary 
schedule. 
 
  
Certificated Staff Appointments – Hannah Moran, Alexander Steele, Karen Valdes,  
The administration recommends the following Certificated appointment(s): 
 



Hannah Moran to 6th Grade Reading position at Middle School to replace Jill Hoppe who is 
transferring to another position.  Ms. Moran will be placed at BA-6 according to the 2016-2017 
certificated salary schedule.  Information about Ms. Moran is attached. 
 
 
Alexander Steele to Physical Education position at Alcott Elementary to replace Rebecca Hamik 
who is retiring at the end of the 2015-2016 school year.  Mr. Steele will be placed at BA-1 
according to the 2016-2017 certificated salary schedule.  Information about Mr. Steele is 
attached. 
 
Karen Valdes to Explore Reading position at Middle School to replace Aaron Oswald who is 
transferring to another position.  Ms. Valdes will be placed at BA-8 according to the 2016-2017 
certificated salary schedule.  Information about Ms. Valdes in attached. 
 
 
Extra Standard Appointments – Thomas Johnsen 
The administration recommends the following Extra Standard appointment(s): 
 
Thomas Johnsen to Senior High Assistant Baseball for 2016-2017.  Mr. Johnsen will be paid the 
proposed Senior High Assistant Baseball stipend of $ 2,317.00 at Category II, Level 1 of the 
amended 2016-2017 extra standard salary schedule. 
 
 
Extra Standard Resignations – Thomas Johnsen 
The administration recommends the following Extra Standard appointment(s): 
 
Thomas Johnsen resigning from Senior High Assistant Boys Basketball at the end of the 2015-
2016 school year. 
 
  
Classified Staff Releases/Resignations/Retirements –  Samantha Lemke, Deborah Miles, 
John Schakat, Nichole  Shafer, William Taylor 
The administration recommends acceptance of the following classified resignation(s). 
 
Samantha Lemke resigning from her Special Education Paraeducator position at Watson 
Elementary effective April 8, 2016. 
 
Deborah Miles resigning from her Instructional Paraeducator position at Middle School effective 
at the end of the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
John Schakat resigning from his Bus Driver position effective April 15, 2016 
 
Nichole Shafer resigning from her ELL/BD Paraeducator position at Middle School effective April 
15, 2016. 
 
William Taylor retiring from his Custodian position at Middle School effective April 1, 2016. 
 
 
Classified Staff Appointments – Megan Nelson 
The administration recommends acceptance of the following classified appointment(s): 
 
Megan Nelson to Secretary I position at Middle School to replace Linda Whallon who is retiring 
at the end of the 2015-2016 school year.  Ms. Nelson will be paid the starting wage for Secretary 
I according to the 2015-2016 classified salary schedule.  Information about Ms. Nelson is 
attached.   
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