
 

  

"OPEN MEETINGS ACT"
  

 
City of Blair Regular Council Meeting

City Council Chambers
March 24, 2026 - 7:00 PM

 

 
 
 

A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits
 

AGENDA
 
NOTE: A current copy of the agenda can be obtained at the City Clerk's Office 
at 218 S. 16th Street, Blair, Nebraska or on the City website at 
www.blairne.gov.  The City Council reserves the right to go into Executive 
Session at any time.
 
  

1.Meeting was called to order by Mayor Rump.
2.Roll Call.
3.Pledge of Allegiance.
4.Approval of Consent Agenda - The following items are considered to be routine 

by the city council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a city council member or citizen so requests, in 
which event the item will be removed from consent status and considered in its 
normal sequence on the agenda.

4.a. Approval of Minutes of the March 10, 2026, meeting.
4.b. Clerk report of Mayoral Action of March 10, 2026 meeting.
4.c. Claims as approved by the Finance Committee.
4.d. Resolution 2026-19 recommending approval of a Special Designated Liquor 

License for the American Legion Post 154, 103 S 12th St, Blair, for May 2, 2026, 
for a community car show.  

5.Mayor Rump opens a public hearing to consider receiving public comment on a 
blight and substandard study for an area located within the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction and Corporate Limits of the City of Blair, and to consider whether to 
designate such area as blighted, substandard and in need of redevelopment 

http://www.blairnebraska.org/


pursuant to the Community Development Law, Nebraska Revised Statutes, 
sections 18-2101, et seq.

6.Consideration of and possible action via Resolution 2026-20 approving the Blight 
and Substandard Study designation of East US Highway 30 Industrial Area.

7.Mayor Rump opens a public hearing to consider a Rezone application submitted 
by the City of Blair, 218 S 16th St, Blair, for Lots 19, 20 & 21, Block 56, in the 
City of Blair, Washington County, Nebraska, together with that part of vacated 
street right-of-way of Grant Street (1526 & 1516 Grant Street and the empty lot on 
the northwest corner of Grant and 15th Street), rezoning the lots from RMH – 
Multi-Family Residential High Density District to CCB - Central Business 
District.

8.Mayor Rump opens a public hearing to consider a Rezoning Application 
submitted by the City of Blair, 218 S. 16th Street, Blair, Nebraska, for Tax Lots 
197, 199 & 200, Section 13, Township 18 North, Range 11, all East of the 6th 
P.M., Washington County, Nebraska, (10024, 10070 and the contiguous 
outbuildings on 10196, all on County Road P35), rezoning all lots from AG – 
Agricultural District to TA – Transitional Agriculture District.

9.Request to appear before the Mayor and City Council by Baylor Barrow seeking 
approval of his Eagle Scout Project on Public Property.

10. Presentation by the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance regarding 
improvements to the Depot.

11. Consider Resolution 2026-21 to accept a $5,000 gift from BHPA; to approve 
their request for $5,000 in matching Keno funds for use at the Depot; and to 
accept the recommendation from the Park, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory 
board to approve the Scope of Work and instruct staff to proceed with the bid for 
Depot floor repairs and the other capital projects and improvements presented by 
the BHPA for the Depot. 

12. Presentation on the proposed water tower location and design.
13. Consideration of and possible action to authorize staff to proceed with plans for 

the development of a second water tower in Blair.
14. Consider Resolution 2026-22 to accept and approve a bid for the Black Elk 

Pump Station Project pending SRF funding.
15. Consider Resolution 2026-23 to approve an engineering agreement with 

Houston Engineering for the Cauble Creek Trail repairs.
16. Consider Resolution 2026-24 to approve an agreement with Olsson Associates 

for a Wastewater Treatment Plant Capacity Study.
17. City Administrator Report
18. Motion and second by Council members to adjourn the meeting.

 
A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits



Council Meeting March 10, 2026  

City of Blair Regular Council Meeting 
March 10, 2026 

  
The Mayor and City Council met in regular session in the City Council Chambers on March 10, 2026, 

at 7:00 PM. The following were present: Gary Banner, Brent Clark, James Letcher, Kent Long, Rick Paulsen, 
Kevin Willis, Frank Wolff. Absent: Kirk Highfill. Also present were City Administrator Green, Deputy City 
Administrator Barrow, Deputy City Administrator Heaton, Deputy City Administrator Scott, City Attorney 
Talbot, Non-Lawyer Assistant Ferrari, Community Development Director Beiermann, Public Safety & 
Communications Coordinator Dunn, and Police Chief Kinsey.  
  

The Mayor publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act 
was available for review and indicated the location of such copy posted in the room where the meeting was 
being held. Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Enterprise or the Pilot -
Tribune as shown by the affidavit of publication filed in the City Clerk's office. Notice of the meeting was 
simultaneously given to the Mayor and all members of the City Council, and a copy of their acknowledgement 
of receipt of notice and the agenda is filed in the City Clerk's office. Availability of the agenda was 
communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this meeting. All 
proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
  
 Agenda Item #1, #2, & #3 – Mayor Rump called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by Roll 
Call and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Agenda Item #4 – Consent Agenda approved the following: 4a) Approval of Minutes of February 24, 
2026, meeting, 4b) Clerk's report of the Mayoral Action of February 24, 2026, meeting, 4c) City Department 
reports for February 2026 and 4d) Claims as recommended by the Finance Committee. Motion by James 
Letcher, second by Rick Paulsen to approve the Consent Agenda. Council members voted as follows: Gary 
Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Absent, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: 
Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Absent: 1. Mayor 
Rump declared the motion carried. 

 Agenda Item #5 – Police Chief Kinsey conducted the swearing-in ceremony for Christopher Perkins 
and Randall Kruse as Blair Police Officers. Their badge-pinning followed. The Council welcomed the 
officers, and the Mayor expressed gratitude for their service. No action was required. 

 Agenda Item #6 – Motion by Frank Wolff, second by James Letcher to receive and place on the file 
the IACP Staffing Study Report for the Blair Police Department. Council members voted as follows: Gary 
Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Absent, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: 
Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Absent: 1. Mayor 
Rump declared the motion carried. City Administrator Green introduced the IACP (International Association 
of Chiefs of Police) staffing and operational study, explaining that the City initiated the review in anticipation 
of a leadership transition in the Police Department. He emphasized the intent to secure objective, data-driven 
evaluation rather than internal assumptions. The report contains extensive detail, including operational 
analysis, staffing allocations, workload trends, organizational structure, and future planning considerations. 
Police Chief Kinsey stated the study was needed because police service demands were growing at a 
significantly faster rate than Blair’s population. The department has increasingly relied on lateral hires, and it 
typically takes a full year to develop a new police officer before they can operate independently on the street. 
The goal was to examine whether current staffing and structure were adequate to sustain service levels, ensure 
officer safety, and maintain the department’s proactive capability. The IACP reviewed: 1) 3–5 years of CAD 
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(Computer-Aided Dispatch) data, 2) NIBRS reporting, 3) HR payroll and overtime records, 4) Interviews with 
sworn and civilian staff and 5) Written directives and overall department workflow. The report noted Blair 
remains a low-crime community, with violent and property crime well below state and national averages, yet 
calls for service have increased 17% since 2022, significantly outpacing population growth. The offered the 
following key findings: 1) Officers are operating in a largely reactive mode, with: 54% of time responding to 
calls, 38% administrative duties and only 2% available for proactive engagement., 2)Supervisory staffing had 
been insufficient, with one patrol shift lacking a sergeant until Sgt. Hatheway’s promotion in December 2025, 
3) The organizational structure places heavy administrative and operational burden on the Chief and Captain, 
limiting long-term planning, 4) Overtime usage is equal to nearly two full-time positions, creating fatigue and 
burnout, and 5) Limited access to timely CAD and workload data—due to strained relations with Douglas 
County 911—restricted data-driven policing, though this has since been corrected. Kinsey described how 
officers must constantly balance emergency response, paperwork, administrative obligations, and maintaining 
a community presence. With minimum staffing of two officers per shift and many calls requiring two officers, 
there is little flexibility for proactive policing. IACP is recommending the following: Critical/High Priority: 
1) Create a fourth sergeant (completed in December 2025), 2) Increase patrol staffing by three officers, 3) 
Add one Captain, 4) Improve CAD/workload data access (completed August 2025), 4) Implement IACP 
leadership principles; Medium Priority: 1) Establish geographic patrol beats, 2) Enhance data-driven policing 
tools and crime mapping, and 3) Adopt a wellness program to support morale. The report stated that continued 
inaction would likely result in increased overtime dependency, erosion of proactive policing, diminished 
response resiliency, growing liability risk, and higher long-term costs. Recruiting and training new officers 
would become more expensive and difficult. Council Members discussed the importance of supporting the 
Police Department as service demands grow. They commented on the need for fiscal foresight and the 
potential consequences of remaining reactive rather than engaging in long-term planning. Considerable 
attention was given to balancing community expectations with budget realities.  

 Agenda Item #7 – Non-Lawyer Assistant Ferrari presented the proposed amendment to the Chief of 
Police’s employment agreement. She explained that when Chief Kinsey was first hired, the Council approved 
a vehicle stipend; however, the City has since provided a City-owned vehicle for his official use. Therefore, 
the stipend is no longer necessary. The addendum eliminates the $175 per pay period automobile allowance 
but maintains all other requirements related to vehicle use, including valid operator licensing, compliance 
with City policies, and prohibitions on driving under the influence. Police and Fire Committee recommended 
approval, noting that this change is beneficial for the police and fire departments. Council member Paulsen 
introduced Resolution 2026-18 approving an amendment to the Employee Agreement between the City of 
Blair and the Chief of Police terminating the Vehicle Stipend. Motion by Rick Paulsen, second by Gary 
Banner to adopt Resolution No. 2026-18 as presented. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, 
Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Absent, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin 
Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Absent: 1. Mayor Rump declared 
the motion carried. 

 Agenda Item #8 – Amy Roberts, American Heart Association and Chad Nixon, Assistant Fire Chief 
Bennington Fire Department presented information on PulsePoint, a mobile app designed to rapidly alert 
trained bystanders when CPR is needed nearby. PulsePoint is nationwide and completely free. The presenters 
explained the differences between a heart attack and cardiac arrest, emphasizing that CPR and AED access 
immediately after cardiac arrest drastically increases survivability. PulsePoint helps bridge the time between 
collapse and EMS arrival. The presentation also covered the regional expansion of PulsePoint in Sarpy, 
Douglas, and Washington Counties, along with the potential placement of “smart AED cabinets” throughout 
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Blair. Presenters encouraged residents to download the app and be willing to assist neighbors in medical 
emergencies. Amy Clausen, 2614 College Dr., Blair, encouraged the city to consider using KENO funds to 
support Pulse point in the community to help keep this running. Daryl Boesiger, 2246 Crestridge Dr., 
expressed concern regarding security when signing up for it. Nixon stated Red Pulse does not require a person 
to put in any personal information so it would be completely safe.  

  Agenda Item #9 – City Administrator Green Administrator Green reported the City has been upgrading 
AEDs throughout city vehicles and facilities, with assistance from staff members Jake Dunn and Mark Wulff. 
The City is now subscribed to monthly AED maintenance services through Cintas. He noted that all police 
units and public works vehicles carry AEDs, increasing availability across town. Green also reported that nine 
Statements of Qualifications (SOQs) had been received for upcoming planning efforts. These will be posted 
online for public review. Staff will narrow the list to three firms, which will present to the Council on March 
31 at 6:00 p.m. prior to Council selection. 

` Agenda Item #10 – Motion by Gary Banner, second by Kent Long to adjourn the meeting 7:56 pm. 
Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Absent, James 
Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council 
members voted: Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Absent: 1. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried.  

 The following claims were approved: Abe’s Trash Svc, Svc, 2048.50; Access Technologies, Inv, 
222.22; Acco, Inv, 1933.50; Afl, Llc, Inv, 37666.00; Aflac, Inv, 1676.68; Air Products & Chemicals, Inv, 
9978.61; Akrs Equipment, Inv, 208.31; Allen, Monte, Ref, 500.00; Amazon Sales Inc, Inv, 4410.21; 
Anderson, Jeremy, Inv, 580.25; Anderson, Paul, Ref, 500.00; Arps Red-E-Mix Inc, Svc, 324.25; Badger Body 
& Truck Equipment, Inv, 3700.85; Benefit Plans Inc, Ins, 100.00; Benjamin Guhl, Reimb, 214.30; Biblionix, 
Inv, 3091.00; Bieker Home Imporovements, Ref, 50.00; Big Red Locksmith, Inv, 100.00; Bi-State Motor 
Parts, Inv, 462.57; Blair Ace Hardware, Inv, 471.46; Blair Airport Authority, Inv, 330.00; Blair Healing 
Rooms Inc, Inv, 10000.00; Blue Cross & Blue Shield Of Ne, Ins, 106978.86; Bogandoff, Jennifer, Inv, 75.00; 
Bomgaars Supply Inc, Inv, 682.09; Bound Tree Medical Llc, Inv, 2713.51; Bp Homes Llc, Ref, 50.00; Braniff 
Service, Svc, 221.45; Brenda Wheeler, Reimb, 235.76; Calvin Poulsen, Inv, 2177.50; Cappel Auto Supply 
Inc (Napa), Inv, 132.53; Carquest Auto Parts, Inv, 508.87; Cdw Government Inc, Inv, 1391.40; Charles J 
Heaton, Reimb, 240.93; Chris Olson, Svc, 1450.00; Cintas Corporation, Svc, 3594.12; Cleary Shamrock Full 
Property, Ref, 500.00; Copquest Inc, Inv, 25.85; Country Tire Inc, Svc, 7412.70; Danko Emergency 
Equipment Co, Inv, 10819.52; Datashield, Inv, 137.03; Datavant Llc, Inv, 20.00; Deborah Wood, Svc, 400.00; 
Deck Bros Llc, Ref, 50.00; Deck Dude Llc, Ref, 50.00; Donald Welchert Construction, Ref, 500.00; Eakes 
Office Plus, Inv, 695.59; Electronic Contracting Co, Inv, 1781.69; Ems Management & Consulting, Inv, 
1365.76; Felsburg Holt & Ullevig, Svc, 2100.00; Ingram Industries Inc, Inv, 61.00; Firstnet At&T Mobility, 
Inv, 228.15; Flood Break, Svc, 16425.00; Foley, Jim, Ref, 200.00; Galls Llc, Inv, 1381.89; Grainger, Inv, 
99.05; Great Plains Uniforms Llc, Inv, 154.49; Groundworks Nebraska Llc, Inv, 50.00; Gt Distributors Inc, 
Inv, 4115.50; Hach Co, Inv, 1264.31; Haggar Construction Inc, Ref, 500.00; Hansen Contracting, Ref, 500.00; 
Hartman, Kevin B & Janet L, Ref, 500.00; Henton Trenching Inc, Svc, 144.00; Home Pride Contractors Inc, 
Ref, 50.00; Horizon Rehabilitation Centers, Inv, 444.00; Hotsy Equipment Co, Inv, 138.24; Hsa Bank, Inv, 
82.50; Htm Sales Inc, Inv, 1451.00; Huber Builders Llc, Ref, 1000.00; Ingram Industries Inc, Inv, 4189.36; J 
Nielsen Construction Llc, Ref, 1000.00; J&J Painting And Remodeling, Ref, 500.00; Jackson Services, Svc, 
575.44; Jc Drywall, Ref, 500.00; Jeo Consulting Group Inc, Svc, 23865.63; Jeredith Brands Llc, Inv, 3019.00; 
Katelyn Ferrari, Reimb, 119.15; Kelly Ryan Equipment Co, Inv, 54.36; Korman Construction Solutions Inc, 
Ref, 500.00; League Association Of Risk, Ins, 1007.38; Long's Ok Tire Stores, Svc, 16.00; Mark Hodson, 
Reimb, 311.43; Matheson Tri-Gas Inc, Inv, 1290.23; Mckinnis Roofing & Sheet Metal, Inv, 312.50; Mckinnis 
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Roofing & Sheet Metal Llc, Inv, 100.00; Melvin Caldwell Concrete Construction Inc, Ref, 500.00; Mes 
Service Company Lcc, Inv, 1767.31; Michael Todd & Company Inc, Inv, 693.37; Mid-America Arts Alliance, 
Inv, 2700.00; Midwest Laboratories Inc, Svc, 771.58; Mindy Rump, Reimb, 224.85; Mississippi Lime Co 
Llc, Chem, 38757.91; Ndwee, Inv, 600.00; Ne Divison Of International Assoc, , 75.00; Nebraska Dept Of 
Transportatio, , 480493.76; Nu View Land Solutions Ll, Inv, 10000.00; Nwea, Dues, 195.00; Olsson 
Associates, Svc, 9865.85; One Call Concepts Inc, Svc, 138.65; One Source, Inv, 216.90; Onsite Services 
Solutions Llc, Svc, 11869.00; Orchard Valley Inc, Ref, 500.00; O'reilly Automotive Stores Inc, Inv, 443.86; 
Orkin Llc, Svc, 197.25; Pioneer Cleaning Llc, Svc, 600.00; Placer Labs Inc, Inv, 4927.40; Point C, Ins, 
1079.34; Pounds Printing Inc, Inv, 200.00; Pyramid Contractors, Ref, 50.00; Red Rhino Roofs & Solar, Ref, 
50.00; Reliable Roofing Gutters & Siding Llc, Ref, 50.00; Relx Inc, Inv, 310.00; Rival Homes, Ref, 500.00; 
S & S Pumping Service Llc, Svc, 4755.00; S.E. Smith & Sons, Inv, 177.62; Sapp Bros Petroleum Inc, Svc, 
3177.13; Sara Bach, Reimb, 298.50; Sargent Building And Home, Ref, 200.00; Schumacher, Neal, Inv, 
262.50; Sean Negus Construction, Ref, 500.00; Security Equipment Inc, Svc, 465.00; Shotwell Glass, Svc, 
592.50; Spartan Stores Llc, Inv, 194.59; Stahlnecker Bieker, Kimberly, Svc, 360.00; Stratus, Ref, 200.00; 
Streakwave Wireless Inc, Inv, 10552.61; Stryker Sales Corp, Inv, 16.72; Sunbelt Rentals Inc, Inv, 315.99; 
Talbot Law Office Pc Llo, Svc, 825.00; Terry, Edgar, Inv, 350.00; The Sign Depot, Svc, 2430.71; Thermal 
Heating Air & Plumbing, Svc, 19.33; Thiele Geotech Inc, Svc, 1600.00; Thompson Roofing, Ref, 50.00; 
Thrasher Inc, Ref, 50.00; Tomco Systems, Inv, 12940.00; Total Truck & Machine Llc, Svc, 302.81; Travis 
Mann, Ref, 500.00; Truck Center Companies, Svc, 5663.76; Verizon 883740345-00001, Inv, 1110.83; Vessco 
Inc, Inv, 35846.66; Wakefield Towing And Recovery, Inv, 1000.00; Warden Construction, Ref, 50.00; 
Washington County Enterprise, Inv, 271.94; Watertight Roofing, Ref, 50.00; Western Oil Ii Llc, Ref, 4294.73; 
Woodhouse Ford Inc, Inv, 34.44; Z Best Carpentry Inc, Ref, 500.00.  

 

  
 
 

 
Melinda K. Rump, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 

 
Brenda Wheeler, City Clerk 

Seal 



VENDOR REFERENCE AMOUNT CHECK # CHECK DATE
ABE'S TRASH SERVICE INC 265.00 57130 03/24/2026
AIR PRODUCTS & CHEMICALS 14,710.14 57131 03/24/2026
AMERISOURCE HR CONSULTING GRP 2,250.00 127(E) 03/05/2026
ASSETHR 272,966.07 EFT 03/05/2026
ASSETHR 271,201.98 EFT 03/19/2026
AUTOMATIC SYSTEMS CO 1,647.82 57132 03/24/2026
BABKEL MECHANICAL 4,964.45 57133 03/24/2026
BARCO PRODUCTS LLC 313.75 57134 03/24/2026
BENEFIT PLANS INC 120.00 57135 03/24/2026
BIG RED LOCKSMITH 60.00 57136 03/24/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 227.86 128(E) 03/06/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 172.58 129(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 407.96 130(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 1,676.94 131(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 121.39 132(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 200.46 133(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 256.04 134(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 284.72 135(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 333.62 136(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 268.03 137(E) 03/09/2026
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 911.01 138(E) 03/09/2026
BOMGAARS SUPPLY INC 3,304.39 57137 03/24/2026
BS&A SOFTWARE LLC 649.50 57140 03/24/2026
CDW GOVERNMENT INC 12,732.08 57141 03/24/2026
CEDE & CO 115,810.63 121(E) 03/16/2026
CEDE & CO 85,742.78 122(E) 03/02/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 146.13 139(E) 03/17/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 30.07 140(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 5.92 141(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 43.38 142(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 16.39 143(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 21.56 144(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 16.39 145(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 16.39 146(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 5.92 147(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 22.94 148(E) 03/09/2026
CITY OF BLAIR 7.89 149(E) 03/09/2026
CONNER PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 1,205.00 57142 03/24/2026
CORE & MAIN LP 19,074.46 57143 03/24/2026
ELITE VEHICLE OUTFITTERS LLC 58,763.98 57144 03/24/2026
FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 479.85 57145 03/24/2026

CLAIMS REPORT
03/01/2026 - 03/24/2026



VENDOR REFERENCE AMOUNT CHECK # CHECK DATE

CLAIMS REPORT
03/01/2026 - 03/24/2026

FAIRWAY OIL CO 85.99 57146 03/24/2026
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 289.50 114(E) 03/07/2026
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 85.29 115(E) 03/07/2026
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 1,115.82 116(E) 03/07/2026
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 2,310.30 117(E) 03/07/2026
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 52.41 118(E) 03/07/2026
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 273.00 119(E) 03/07/2026
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 581.00 120(E) 03/07/2026
FRAHM' S STUMP REMOVAL 200.00 57147 03/24/2026
FUCHS WORKS LLC 700.00 57148 03/24/2026
GALLS LLC 59.56 57149 03/24/2026
GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS 4,285.35 57150 03/24/2026
HACH CO 1,182.73 57151 03/24/2026
HAWKINS INC 21,186.00 57152 03/24/2026
HDR ENGINEERING INC 13,126.42 57153 03/24/2026
HENTON TRENCHING INC 7,540.00 57154 03/24/2026
INGERSOLL RAND COMPANY 1,636.69 57155 03/24/2026
JENSEN WELL COMPANY INC 31,495.00 57156 03/24/2026
JEO CONSULTING GROUP INC 460.00 57157 03/24/2026
JETTER'S PLUMBING INC 12,865.80 57158 03/24/2026
KELLY RYAN EQUIPMENT CO 1,095.14 57159 03/24/2026
MARGARET HANSON 9.80 57160 03/24/2026
MCCOY ROOFING LLC 600.00 57161 03/24/2026
METAL DOORS & HARDWARE CO 1,300.00 57162 03/24/2026
MID-AMERICA ARTS ALLIANCE 1,185.00 57163 03/24/2026
MIDWEST MARITIME SERVICES 3,930.00 57164 03/24/2026
MIOVISION TECHNOLOGIES US, LLC 3,040.00 57165 03/24/2026
MISSISSIPPI LIME CO LLC 38,647.87 57166 03/24/2026
MOTOROLA 100.00 57167 03/24/2026
NALCO COMPANY 18,525.35 57168 03/24/2026
NDWEE 115.00 57169 03/24/2026
NE NOTARY ASSOC INC 107.00 57170 03/24/2026
NEBRASKA DEPT OF REVENUE 13,051.38 163(E) 03/21/2026
NEBRASKA STATE PATROL 1,301.00 57172 03/24/2026
NE-IA INDUSTRIAL FASTENERS 350.46 57171 03/24/2026
NELSON CONTRACTING 50.00 56977 03/02/2026
OPPD 113,751.94 57173 03/24/2026
OS MEDIA GROUP LLC 1,875.00 57174 03/24/2026
POINT C 55.73 126(E) 03/06/2026
POINT C 4,096.72 159(E) 03/20/2026
POINT C 857.60 167(E) 03/23/2026



VENDOR REFERENCE AMOUNT CHECK # CHECK DATE

CLAIMS REPORT
03/01/2026 - 03/24/2026

PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 14,328.54 123(E) 03/05/2026
PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 15,380.82 124(E) 03/05/2026
PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 13,215.63 125(E) 03/05/2026
PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 12,848.67 160(E) 03/20/2026
PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 13,858.81 161(E) 03/20/2026
PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 14,132.90 162(E) 03/20/2026
RIDGECREST PRODUCTS INC 3,700.85 57175 03/24/2026
S & S PUMPING SERVICE LLC 65,000.00 57176 03/24/2026
SAPP BROS PETROLEUM INC 808.75 57177 03/24/2026
SCHUMACHER, NEAL 100.00 57178 03/24/2026
THERMAL HEATING AIR & PLUMBING 2,360.29 57179 03/24/2026
THOMPSON SOLUTIONS GROUP 2,380.25 57180 03/24/2026
TITAN MACHINERY 8,322.72 57181 03/24/2026
TREKK DESIGN GROUP 3,343.50 57182 03/24/2026
US POSTAL SERVICE FORT CALHOUN 1,000.00 57183 03/24/2026
USABLUEBOOK 1,026.35 57184 03/24/2026
VESSCO INC 579.06 57185 03/24/2026
WASHINGTON COUNTY ENTERPRISE 488.58 57186 03/24/2026
WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NE 61.23 57187 03/24/2026
WOODHOUSE FORD INC 219.22 57188 03/24/2026
WOODS & AITKEN LLP 14,353.05 57189 03/24/2026
WULF, MATT 133.08 57190 03/24/2026

Total Disbursements 1,362,673.62     



RESOLUTION NO. 2026 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 

WHEREAS the American Legion Post 154 is requesting a Special Designated Liquor 
License for May 2, 2026, to host a car show at the American Legion Post 154 located at 103 South 
12th Street, Blair, NE 68008.; and 

 
WHEREAS the City Clerk has reviewed the request and finds that it complies with all the 

state law requirements; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA, that said Resolution is hereby adopted and approved by the 
municipality and the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Blair are hereby authorized and directed 
to execute the same on behalf of the municipality. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 
WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -. UPON ROLL CALL, 
COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING ‘NAY,” 
THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND APPROVED 
THIS 24TH DAY OF MAY 2026. 
 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
     BY: ___________________________________ 
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
(SEAL) 
 
STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    ) ss: 
WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 24th day of 
May 2026. 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
 

 
 





 



2025

City of Blair                                                               
East Industrial Area Blight Study

Adopted XXX, XX, 2025 Resolution XX-XXXX



Introduction

East Industrial Area Blight Study  October 2025                                                                                      Page | 1 

Executive Summary
This report presents the findings of the East Industrial Area Blight and Substandard Study 
conducted by JEO Consulting Group for the City of Blair. The study evaluates the designated 
area for conditions that meet the statutory definitions of "blighted" and "substandard" under 
Nebraska Community Development Law. Based on field surveys, data analysis, and statutory 
criteria, the study concludes that the area qualifies for designation as blighted and 
substandard, enabling the city to pursue redevelopment strategies. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
This East Industrial Area Blight and Substandard Study of the designated study area is intended 
to give the Community Development Agency and City Council the basis for considering the 
existence of blight and substandard conditions within the delineated study area. Through this 
process, the City of Blair Community Development Agency may employ and exercise the 
power authorized in Nebraska Community Development Law to eliminate and prevent blighted 
and substandard conditions that are detrimental to the future public health, safety, morals, and 
general welfare of the entire community as well as the surrounding region. If the City of Blair 
finds and determines, based on substantial evidence in the record before it, that the 
recommended Blight and Substandard Area (detailed below and referred to herein as "East 
Industrial Area Blight Study Area") meets the statutory conditions for an area that is blighted, 
substandard, and in need of redevelopment, the designated study area will become a 
Redevelopment Area under the Community Development Law (Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 18-2101 to 
18-2158). 
 
Through the redevelopment process, the City of Blair can guide future development in the 
community and provide financial incentives for development. The use of the Nebraska 
Community Development Law by the City of Blair is intended to improve the community and 
enhance the quality of life for all residents by eliminating conditions that contribute to the 
spread of blight or hinder private reinvestment in the area due to these factors. Using the 
Nebraska Community Development Law, Blair can eliminate negative factors and implement 
programs and/or projects identified to improve conditions, thereby removing, or preventing 
blight and substandard conditions.  
 
This blight and substandard study examines the existing conditions of land use, physical and 
other constraints, buildings, and structures within the designated study area in the City of Blair 
to determine its eligibility for redevelopment activities. Potential opportunities for 
redevelopment exist throughout the designated study area, which would allow the City of Blair 
to overcome blighted and substandard conditions and avoid issues that could lead to blight and 
substandard conditions. When evaluating blight and substandard conditions, the City of Blair 
must adhere to Nebraska Community Development Law. 
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Nebraska Revised State Statutes 
The Community Development Law provides guidelines under which municipalities may address 
concerns and develop strategies for the rehabilitation and redevelopment of deteriorating 
areas, as well as the prevention and elimination of substandard and blighted area. The 
Legislature has declared, in pertinent part: 
 

It is hereby found and declared that there exist in cities of all classes and villages of this 
state area which have deteriorated and become substandard and blighted because of 
the unsafe, insanitary, inadequate, or overcrowded condition of the dwellings therein, or 
because of inadequate planning of the area, or excessive land coverage by the buildings 
thereon, or the lack of proper light and air and open space, or because of the defective 
design and arrangement of the buildings thereon, or faulty street or lot layout, or 

conditions are beyond remedy and control solely by regulatory process in the exercise of 
the police power and cannot be dealt with effectively by the ordinary operations of private 

hat the 
prevention and elimination of blight is a matter of state policy, public interest, and 
statewide concern and within the powers and authority inhering in and reserved to the 
state, in order that the state and its municipalities shall not continue to be endangered 
by area which are focal centers of disease, promote juvenile delinquency, and consume 
an excessive proportion of their revenue. §18-2102 

 
Consistent with these findings, municipalities have been granted the power to address 

formulation of a workable program, the approval of community redevelopment plans consistent 
with the general plan for the development of the city, the exercise of its zoning powers, the 
enforcement of other laws, codes, and regulations, relating to the use of land and the use and 
occupancy of buildings and improvements, the disposition of any property acquired, and the 

-2104. 
 
Nebraska Revised Statute §18-2104 enables a municipality to declare that blight and 
substandard conditions exist. The statute reads, 
 

The governing body of a city, to the greatest extent it deems to be feasible in carrying out 
the provisions, shall afford maximum opportunity, consistent with sound needs of the 
city, to the rehabilitation or redevelopment of the community redevelopment area by 
private enterprises. The governing body of a city shall give consideration to this objective 
in exercising its powers, including the formulation of a workable program, the approval 
of community redevelopment plans consistent with the general plan for the development 
of the city, the exercise of its zoning powers, the enforcement of other laws, codes, and 
regulations relating to the use and occupancy of buildings and improvements, the 
disposition of any property acquired, and providing of necessary public improvements.  

 
The process of improving an area begins with the creation of a municipality-wide workable 
program for utilizing appropriate private and public resources to address the specific conditions 
to be improved. 
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spread of blight into areas of the municipality which are free from blight through diligent 
enforcement of housing, zoning, and occupancy controls and standards; the rehabilitation or 
conservation of substandard and blighted area or portions thereof by re-planning, removing 
congestion, providing parks, playgrounds, and other public improvements by encouraging 
voluntary rehabilitation and by compelling the repair and rehabilitation of deteriorated or 
deteriorating structures; and the clearance and redevelopment of substandard and blighted 
area -2105. 
 
Statutes provide a means for the governing body of a municipality to address and develop 
strategies for rehabilitation and redevelopment of the community. Nebraska Revised Statute 
§18-2105 also grants authority to the governing body to formulate a redevelopment program. 
The statute reads: 
 

The governing body of a city or an authority at its direction for the purposes of the 
Community Development Law may formulate for the entire municipality a workable 
program for utilizing appropriate private and public resources to eliminate or prevent the 
development or spread of urban blight, to encourage needed urban rehabilitation, to 
provide for the redevelopment of substandard and blighted area, or to undertake such of 
the aforesaid activities or other feasible municipal activities as may be suitably employed 
to achieve the objectives of such workable program. Such workable program may 
include, without limitation, provision for the prevention of the spread of blight into area 
of the municipality which are free from blight through diligent enforcement of housing, 
zoning and occupancy controls and standards; the rehabilitation or conservation of 
substandard or blighted area or portions thereof by replanning, removing congestion, 
providing parks, playgrounds, and other public improvements by encouraging voluntary 
rehabilitation and by compelling the repair and rehabilitation of deteriorated or 
deteriorating structures; and the clearance and redevelopment of substandard and 
blighted area or portions thereof. §18-2105 

 
Prior to the adoption of a redevelopment plan, a municipality must have adopted a 
comprehensive plan (§18-2110) and shall have declared the redevelopment area to be a 
substandard and blighted area in need of redevelopment (§18-2109). 
 
The important community development terms are defined in Nebraska Revised Statute §18-
2103, several of which are shown below (organization and emphasis added): 
 

Substandard area means an area in which there is a predominance of buildings or 
improvements, whether nonresidential or residential in character, which, by reason of 
dilapidation, deterioration, age or obsolescence, inadequate provision for ventilation, 
light, air, sanitation, or open spaces, high density of population and overcrowding, or the 
existence of conditions which endanger life or property by fire and other causes, or any 
combination of such factors, is conducive to ill health, transmission of disease, infant 
mortality, juvenile delinquency, and crime, (which cannot be remedied through 
construction of prisons), and is detrimental to the public health, safety, morals, or 
welfare; 
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Blighted area means an area, which 
 
(a) by reason of the presence of a substantial number of deteriorated or deteriorating 
structures, existence of defective or inadequate street layout, faulty lot layout in relation 
to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness, unsanitary or unsafe conditions, 
deterioration of site or other improvements, diversity of ownership, tax or special 
assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land, defective or unusual 
conditions of title, improper subdivision or obsolete platting, or the existence of 
conditions which endanger life or property by fire and other causes, or any combination 
of such factors, substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of the community, 
retards the provision of housing accommodations, or constitutes an economic or social 
liability and is detrimental to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present 
condition and use; and, 

 
(b) in which there is at least one of the following conditions: 

(i) Unemployment in the designated area is at least one hundred twenty 
percent of the state or national average; 
(ii) the average age of the residential or commercial units in the area is at 
least forty years; 
(iii) more than half of the plotted and subdivided property in an area is 
unimproved land that has been within the city for forty years and has 
remained unimproved during that time; 
(iv) the per capita income of the area is lower than the average per capita 
income of the city or village in which the area is designated; or 
(v) the area has had either stable or decreasing population based on the 
last two decennial censuses. 

 
In no event shall a city of the metropolitan, primary, or first class designate more than 
thirty-five percent of the city as blighted, a city of the second class shall not designate an 
area larger than fifty percent of the city as blighted, and a village shall not designate an 
area larger than one hundred percent of the village as blighted. 
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Substandard and Blight Analysis 
As set forth in section 18-2103(31), substandard area shall mean an area in which there is a 
predominance of buildings or improvements, whether nonresidential or residential in 
character, which by reason of the following:  
1. Dilapidation/deterioration* 
  Exterior inspection of buildings to note deficiencies (sound, minor, major, 
dilapidated) 

 Examples include structural (walls, foundation, roof), building systems 
(gutters, roof surface, chimney), and architectural systems (fire escapes, 
weatherization, steps, exterior paint, site conditions).  

2. Age or obsolescence  
  Estimate age of structures (40+ years criteria) 
3. Inadequate provision for ventilation, light, air, sanitation, or open spaces  

Overall sight conditions  
 Examples include junked cars or debris, cluttered alleyways, antiquated 

infrastructure systems (overhead power lines), outdoor storage/sanitation 
facilities, unpaved parking/outdoor storage.  

4. Other substandard conditions 
  (a) High density of population and overcrowding (census); or 

(b) The existence of conditions which endanger life or property by fire and 
other causes or unsanitary and unsafe conditions ; or 

(c) Any combination of such factors which is conducive to ill health, 
transmission of disease, infant mortality, juvenile delinquency, and crime; 
is detrimental to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare (includes 
sanitation concerns, inadequate infrastructure systems (sewer, water 
service mains, storm sewers), poor lighting, crime statistics, floodplain 
area, outdoor storage, site clutter). 

 
As set forth in the Community Development Law, a blighted area shall mean an area, which by 
reason of the presence of: 
1. A substantial number of deteriorated or deteriorating structures* 
  Exterior inspection of buildings to note deficiencies (sound, minor, major, 
dilapidated) 

 Examples include structural (walls, foundation, roof), building systems 
(gutters, roof surface, chimney), and architectural systems (fire escapes, 
weatherization, steps, exterior paint, site conditions).  

2. Existence of defective or inadequate street layout 
  Condition of streets/inadequate access including sidewalks 

 Examples include street conditions, dead ends, railroad crossings, linear 
downtown, narrow alleyways, blind crossings, and sidewalk conditions. 

3. Faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness 
  Conditions associated with accessibility/usefulness of the lots 

 Examples include land locked parcels, odd shaped lots, undersized lots, lots 
with accessibility concerns.  
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4. Unsanitary or unsafe conditions
  Conditions which pose a threat to public health and safety 

 Examples include age and physical condition of structures, floodplain, lack of 
public infrastructure systems, unsanitary conditions, ventilation concerns.  

5. Deterioration of site or other improvements 
Field observation of age and condition of public utilities, debris, and inadequate 
public improvements 
 Examples include lack of off-street parking, storm drainage, junk cars, 

dilapidated structures, debris, on-site storage, congested overhead power 
lines.  

6. Diversity of ownership 
  The total number of unduplicated owners 

 Examples include the necessity to acquire numerous lots is a hindrance to 
redevelopment. However, land assemblage of larger proportions necessary 
for major developments, is more economically feasible and will attract 
financial support, as well as public patronage required to repay such financial 
support. Such assemblage is difficult without public intervention. 

7. Tax or special assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land 
  Examination of public records to determine the status of taxation of properties 

 Examples include delinquent taxes, real estate taxes or special assessments 
exceeding the fair market value. 

8. Defective or unusual conditions of title 
  Examine public records to determine any defective or unusual title defects 

 Examples include improper filings, liens, defective titles, etc. 
9. Improper subdivision or obsolete platting 
  Examine public records to determine improper subdivision and obsolete platting 

 Examples include undersized lots, improper zoning, lot configuration, 
easement concerns, never recorded vacated streets, accessibility concerns.  

10. The existence of conditions which endanger life or property by fire or other causes 
Examine conditions which endanger life or property 
 Examples include inadequate, undersized, or inoperative public 

infrastructure systems, floodplain, building materials, site access, on-site 
storage (cars), secluded area for pests and vermin to thrive, inadequate 
surface drainage, street/sidewalk conditions, etc. 

11. Any combination of such factors, substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth 
of the community, hinders the provision of housing accommodations, or 
constitutes an economic or social liability 

Economic and/or socially undesirable land uses 
 Examples include incompatible land uses, economic obsolescence, 

the marketplace. 
12. Is detrimental to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition 

and use; and in which there is at least one of the following conditions: 
(a) Unemployment in the designated blighted area is at least one hundred 

twenty percent of the state or national average (Census statistics); 
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(b) The average age of the residential or commercial units in the area is at 
least 40 years (Public Records); 

(c) More than half of the plotted and subdivided property in the area is 
unimproved land that has been within the city for 40 years and has 
remained unimproved during that time (Public records); 

(d) The per capita income of the designated blighted area is lower than the 
average per capita income of the city or village in which the area is 
designated (Census); or  

(e) The area has had either stable or decreasing population based on the last 
two decennial censuses (Census). 

 
*Where structural conditions are evaluated, individual structures are rated in accordance with 
the following rating schedule as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development: no problem, adequate condition, deteriorating condition, or dilapidated 
condition. The following descriptions define the rating schedule used to assess and evaluate 
building and structure conditions: 
 
No Problem 

 No structural or aesthetic problems are visible. 
 
Adequate Condition 

 Slight damage to porches, steps, roofs, etc. is present on the structure,  
 Slight wearing away of mortar between bricks, stones, or concrete blocks, 
 Small cracks in walls or chimneys, 
 Cracked windows, 
 Lack of paint, and 
 Slight wear on steps, doors, and door and window frames. 

 
Deteriorating Condition 

 Holes, open cracks, rotted, loose, or missing materials in parts of the foundation, walls 
(up to one-quarter of the wall), or roof (up to one-quarter of roof), 

 Shaky, broken, or missing steps or railings, 
 Numerous missing and cracked windowpanes, 
 Some rotted or loose windows or doors (no longer wind or waterproof), 
 Missing bricks or other masonry of chimney, and 
 Makeshift (un-insulated) chimney. 

 
Dilapidated Condition 

 Holes, open cracks, or rotted, loose or missing material (siding, shingles, brick, 
concrete, tiles, plaster, floorboards) over large area of foundation, on walls or on roof, 

 Substantial sagging of roof, floors, or walls, 
 Extensive damage by fire, flood, or storm, and 
 Inadequate original construction such as makeshift walls, roofs made of scrap 

materials, foundations or floors lacking, or converted barns, sheds, and other structures 
not adequate for housing. 
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Designated Study Area 
The designated study area is in and partially outside the current Corporate Limits of the City of 
Blair. The designated study area was selected for a number of reasons, including: 

1. The presence of blighted and substandard characteristics within the study area.  
2. The potential for private development and redevelopment activities in the study area. 
3. The need for improvements in infrastructure due to specific existing conditions.  
4. The economical and functional obsolescence of certain properties within the study area. 
5. The need for public intervention to stimulate the development and redevelopment of 

vital infrastructure systems and housing to support these private redevelopment efforts. 
 
The study area as identified can be found in Figure 1. For this study, the study area will be 
know  which was reviewed for substandard and blight 
characteristics. 

Figure 1: Designated Study Area 

 
A portion of the designated study area is located outside but adjacent to the corporate limits of 
the City of Blair -territorial jurisdiction. Because this portion of the 
designated study area is not yet located within the corporate limits, the area or portions thereof 

operation to become eligible for Tax Increment Financing, as specific projects make application 
to the CDA for a redevelopment project.  
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Recommended Blight and Substandard Area 
JEO Consulting Group recommends designating the 107-acre study area (2.6% of Blair's city 
limits) as Blighted and Substandard. With this addition, 27% of the city's corporate limits will be 
classified as such. 
 
The following boundary description delineates the Recommended Area: 
 

A TRACT OF LAND BEING ALL OF TAX LOTS, 188, 189, 261, 263, 264, 265, 272, 273 
AND 274 TOGETHER WITH ALL OF EASTGATE PLAZA SUBDIVISION AND 
INDUSTRIAL POINT SUBDIVISION, AND PART OF THE NORTH HALF OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER ALL BEING LOCATED IN SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 18 NORTH, 
RANGE 12 EAST OF THE 6TH P.M., WASHINGTON COUNTY, NEBRASKA, BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF TAX LOT 274 OF SECTION 7, 
TOWNSHIP 18 NORTH, RANGE 12 EAST OF THE 6TH P.M., WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA; THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 
274, A DISTANCE OF 389 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
LOT 1, INDUSTRIAL POINT SUBDIVISION; THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG THE 
WESTTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 1, A DISTANCE OF 348 FEET MORE OR LESS TO 
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 3, EASTGATE PLAZA; THENCE 
NORTHWESTERLY ALONG THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID EASTGATE PLAZA, A 
DISTANCE OF 464 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 1, 
OF SAID EASTGATE PLAZA AND THE SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF 
U.S. HIGHWAY 30; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 672 FEET MORE OR 
LESS; THENCE CONTINUING NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 208 FEET MORE OR 
LESS TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 2, OF SAID EASTGATE PLAZA; 
THENCE CONTINUING NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 448 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE 
NORTHERLY CORNER OF TAX LOT 264 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE 
NORTHEASTERLY, A DISTANCE OF 80 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE 
SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF TAX LOT 263 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE 
NORTHEASTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SAID U.S. 
HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 968 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF SAID TAX LOT 263; THENCE CONTINUING NORTHEASTERLY ALONG 
SAID SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 
617 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY BANK OF FISH CREEK; 
THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHWESTERLY BANK OF FISH CREEK, 
A DISTANCE OF 332 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE WEST LINE OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE 
SOUTHEASTERLY CONTINUING ALONG THE SOUTHWESTERLY BANK OF FISH 
CREEK, A DISTANCE OF 90 FEET MORE OR LESS; THENCE SOUTHERLY ON A LINE 
BEING PARALLEL WITH AND 66 FEET EAST OF SAID WEST LINE OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER, A DISTANCE OF 78 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER; THENCE EASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE, A 
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DISTANCE OF 14 FEET TO THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF INDUSTRIAL 
PARK DRIVE; THENCE SOUTHELRY ALONG SAID EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 2,470 FEET MORE LESS TO THE EASTERLY EXTENSION OF THE 
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF GRANT STREET; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG 
THE EASTERLY EXTENSION OF THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF GRANT 
STREET, A DISTANCE OF 80 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF LOT 7, ERIKSON SUBDIVISION; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF GRANT STREET, A DISTANCE OF 535 FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 6, ERIKSON SUBDIVISION AND THE 
EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF WETLANDS ROAD; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY 
ALONG THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF EAY LINE OF WETLANDS ROAD, A DISTANCE OF 
533 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 8, ERIKSON 
SUBDIVISION AND THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF TAX LOT 261 OF SAID SECTION 7; 
THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 261, A 
DISTANCE OF 367 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID 
TAX LOT 261; THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 
261, A DISTANCE OF 685 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID TAX LOT 261; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF TAX 
LOTS 188 AND 189 OF SAID SECTION 7, A DISTANCE OF 567 FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF TAX LOT 265 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE 
WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF TAX LOT 265, A DISTANCE OF 229 
FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF TAX LOT 273 OF SAID 
SECTION 7; THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 
273, A DISTANCE OF 1,138 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
SAID TAX LOT 273; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF TAX 
LOTS 272 AND 273, A DISTANCE OF 384 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF LOT 2, INDUSRRIAL POINT SUBDIVISION; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG 
THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 2, A DISTANCE OF 318 FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF TAX LOT 274 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE 
WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 274, A DISTANCE OF 
355 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
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Findings and Contributing Factors 
The intent of this study is to determine whether the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area within 
the community has experienced structural and site deterioration or if there are other negative 
factors which are decreasing the development potential for the area. The field survey conducted 
on September 25, 2025, indicated the study area has such, thus the study area warrants further 
examination regarding blighted and substandard conditions. The following factors were 
evaluated to determine if there is a reasonable presence of blight and substandard conditions 
within the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area.  
 
This section reviews the building and structure conditions, infrastructure, site conditions, 

records, and land use found within the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area 
based upon the statutory definitions, planning team observations during the field survey, and 
explains the identified contributing factors. Appendix A provides a visual description and 
documents examples of the different conditions that led to  determination. See 
Appendix A for a visual description of the site conditions, debris, condition of public 
infrastructure, deteriorating structures, and other observed conditions within the East 
Industrial Area Blight Study Area. 
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BLIGHTED CRITERIA CONDITIONS 
As set forth in the Nebraska legislation, a blighted area shall mean an area, which by reason of 
the presence of the following. 
 

Substantial Number of Deteriorated or Deteriorating Structures 
The structures for each parcel within the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area were examined: 
one residential and thirteen commercial/industrial structures. Thirty-six percent of the primary 
structures within the designated study area were graded as deteriorating or dilapidated. Figure 
2 illustrates the distribution of the structural ratings within the study area  This is considered a 
significant contributing factor. 

 
Figure 2, Structural Rating 

 
 

Defective or Inadequate Street Layout 
Street Conditions and Accessibility 
Street and sidewalk conditions within the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area were evaluated 
in relation to the provision of safe and efficient public circulation and access, and regarding 
ease of travel and appearance. The transportation infrastructure conditions are illustrated in 
Figure 3. 
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Figure 3, Transportation 

 
 
The surface of the streets is generally in good condition. 
However, the majority are rural section roads and lack 
sidewalks and curb and gutter. The area lacks the 
rectilinear grid with street connections to the city; thus, 
limiting access through the area. It is considered 
significant enough to warrant a contributing factor 
designation. 
 
 

Faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, 
accessibility, or usefulness 

Throughout the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area, 
the lot sizes and shapes vary and result in acute angles 
and a curved boundary. In addition, several lots in the 
study area contain narrow portions that hinder 
development and some lots are disproportionately 
deep for the lot width. The large irregular shaped lot in 
the northern portion of the study area is too large for 
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modern commercial or industrial development and needs to be subdivided. These 
characteristics diminish the usefulness and accessibility to adequately accommodate building 
standards. Overall, this factor is a contributing factor. 
 

Unsanitary or unsafe conditions 
Conditions which pose a threat to public health and safety 
 
Sidewalks 
The lack of sidewalks through the study area and broken and displaced pavement on sites 
poses hazards to pedestrians via tripping hazards or conflicts with vehicles by walking in the 
roadway. 
 
Age of Structure 
Structures constructed prior to 1978 may contain lead-based paint which can pose health and 
human development risks to children with chipping or peeling.  
 

Debris Piles and Overgrowth 
A total of eleven debris piles or overgrown 
vegetation areas were noted in the field 
analysis. These pose potential fire hazards and 
can harbor rodents or vermin that carry 
disease. 
 
Floodplain 
The eastern portion of the study is in the 100- or 
500-year floodplain. Thus, posing unsafe 
conditions for humans or structures in the area 
during a flooding event. 
 
As a result, this factor contributes to the 
recommended blight designation.  
 
 

Deterioration of site or other improvements 
The age of the structures and condition of 
public utilities, debris, and inadequate public 
improvements. 
 

Dilapidated and Deteriorating Buildings 
Multiple dilapidated and deteriorating Buildings were noted in the field analysis. 
 
Parking and driveways 
The field analysis noted parking areas, driveways and outdoor storage areas that lacked hard 
surfaces and were in poor condition. 
 



Findings and Contributing Factors

East Industrial Area Blight Study  October 2025                                                                                      Page | 15 

Sidewalks
The lack of sidewalks throughout the study on sites pose hazards to pedestrians via tripping 
hazards or conflicts with vehicles by walking in the roadway. 
 
As a result, this factor contributes to the recommended blight designation.  
 
 

Defective or unusual conditions of title 
There was no evidence identified of defective or unusual conditions of title of the parcels in the 
study area. As a result, this factor is not considered to be contributing to the recommended 
blight designation.  
 
 

Improper subdivision or obsolete platting 
Obsolete platting 
The northern portion of the area contains a parcel 
that is too large and obsolete for urban 
development. 
 
As a result of the obsolete platting, it is not 
significant enough to contribute to the 
recommended blight designation on its own.  
 
 

Diversity of ownership 
The diversity of ownership is evident in the East 
Industrial Area Blight Study Area. There are 15 
unique private property owners for the 18 
properties in the East Industrial Area Blight Study 
Area. As a result, this factor contributes to the 
recommended blight designation.  
  

 
Tax or special assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land 

There was no evidence identified of taxes or special assessments exceeding the fair market 
value of the parcels in the study area. 
 
 

The existence of conditions which endanger life or property 
Conditions which pose a threat to public health and safety 
 
Dilapidated and Deteriorating Buildings 
Multiple dilapidated and deteriorating Buildings were noted in the field analysis. 
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Age of Structure
Structures constructed prior to 1978 
may contain lead-based paint which 
can pose health and human 
development risks to children with 
chipping or peeling.  
 
Debris Piles and Overgrowth 
A total of eleven debris piles or 
overgrown vegetation areas were 
noted in the field analysis. These pose 
potential fire hazards and can harbor 
rodents or vermin that carry disease. 
 
Floodplain 
The eastern portion of the study is in the 100- or 500-year floodplain. Thus, posing unsafe 
conditions for humans or structures in the area during a flooding event. 
 
As a result, this factor contributes to the recommended blight designation.  
 
 

Deterioration of site or other improvements 
The age of the structures and condition of public utilities, debris, and inadequate public 
improvements. 
 
Dilapidated and Deteriorating Buildings 
Multiple dilapidated and deteriorating Buildings were noted in the field analysis. 
 
Parking and driveways 
The field analysis noted parking areas, driveways and outdoor storage areas that lacked hard 
surfaces and were in poor condition. 
 
As a result of these contributing factors, conditions which endanger life or property is 
considered a contributing factor. 
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Figure 4: Potentially Hazardous Conditions 

 
Any combination of such factors that substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of 

the community, retards the provision of housing accommodations, or constitutes an 
economic or social liability. 

The combination of deterioration of the structures, the condition or lack of site improvements, 
and debris are factors observed in the field analysis that could impair sound growth or 
redevelopment of the community and is not a significant factor impacting growth. As a result, it 
is not considered a substantial contributor to the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area to be 
considered blighted. 
 
 
Is detrimental to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition and 

use; and in which there is at least one of the following conditions: 
Average Age of Structure Greater than 40 years  
The age of the residential structure is 135 years old according to the Washington County 
Assessor. This is considered a substantial contributor to the East Industrial Area Blight Study 
Area to be considered blighted. 
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Figure 5: Age of Structures 

  
 

SUBSTANDARD CRITERIA 
A substandard area shall mean an area in which there is a predominance of buildings or 
improvements, whether non-residential or residential in character, which by reason of the 
following: 
 

Dilapidation/deterioration 
As part of the Blight and Substandard Study, a Structural Conditions Survey was completed 
along with an analysis of the land-use patterns in the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area. 
 
Thirty-six percent of the primary structures within the designated study area were graded as 
deteriorating or dilapidated. Figure 2 illustrates the distribution of the structural ratings within 
the study area. Figure 2 illustrates the distribution of the structural ratings within the study area 
This is considered a significant contributing factor. 
 

 
Age or obsolescence 

Information regarding the age of the permanent structures within the East Industrial Area Blight 
Study Area was provided by the Washington  
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The age of the residential structure is 135 years old according to the Washington County 
Assessor. In addition, multiple buildings are obsolete for their intended use and remnants of 
formers building foundations were noted in the field analysis. Thus, Age and obsolescence is 
considered a contributing factor. 
 
 

Inadequate provision for ventilation, light, air, sanitation, or open spaces 
Sanitation 
The East Industrial Area Blight Study Area contains areas of debris. However, this is not 
considered to be a contributing factor. 
 
 

Other Substandard Conditions 
The existence of conditions which endanger life or property by fire or other unsanitary 
conditions. 
 
Dilapidated and Deteriorating Buildings 
Multiple dilapidated and deteriorating Buildings were noted in the field analysis. 
 
Age of Structure 
Structures constructed prior to 1978 may contain lead-based paint which can pose health and 
human development risks to children with chipping or peeling.  
 
Debris Piles and Overgrowth 
A total of eleven debris piles or overgrown vegetation areas were noted in the field analysis. 
These pose potential fire hazards and can harbor rodents or vermin that carry disease. 
 

Floodplain 
The eastern portion of the 
study is in the 100- or 500-
year floodplain. Thus, 
posing unsafe conditions 
for humans or structures in 
the area during a flooding 
event. 
 
Debris 
Debris piles were noted in 
the field survey. These can 
endanger life or property by 
harboring rodents and 
vermin which carry 
diseases or can pose a 
potential fire hazard. 
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Transportation
The lack of sidewalks throughout the study area and broken and displaced pavement in the 
study area pose hazards to vehicles and pedestrians via potholes, tripping hazards, or conflicts 
with vehicles by walking in the roadway. 
 
Age of Structure 
Structures constructed prior to 1978 may contain lead-based paint which can pose health and 
human development risks to children with chipping or peeling.  
 
The combination of these factors is considered significant and a contributing factor. 
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Figure 6: Parcels Showing Blight and Substandard Criteria 
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Blighted and Substandard Findings
The East Industrial Area Blight Study Area has many items contributing to the bright and 
substandard conditions. Based on the information collected and analyzed pursuant to 
Nebraska Revised Statutes, the area has a myriad of items that were considered beyond the 
remedy and control of the normal regulatory process of the City of Blair or impossible to reverse 
through the ordinary operations of private enterprise. These conditions include: 
 

Table 1: Summary Matrix 
Criteria  

Structure condition Yes 
Street layout Yes 

Faulty lot layout  Yes 
Unsanitary or unsafe conditions Yes 

Deterioration of site Yes 
Diversity of owners No 

Tax special assessment No 
Titles conditions No 
Obsolete platting No 

 Endanger life/property Yes 
Any combination Yes 
 Age of structure Yes 
BLIGHT TOTALS 8/12 

 Exterior inspection of structures Yes 
Age of structures Yes 

Inadequate provision for ventilation, sanitation No 
Other Substandard  (conducive to ill health, 

floodplain, endanger life) 
Yes 

SUBSTANDARD TOTALS 3/4 
TOTALS 11/16 

 
Conclusion 
Approximately two-thirds of the criteria conditions within the East Industrial Area were observed 
during the field survey or analysis which warrant a designation as blighted and substandard. The 
conditions showing evidence of blight are interspersed throughout the East Industrial Area 
Blight Study Area, and as such, parcels within the boundaries of the East Industrial Area Blight 
Study Area are recommended for further action.  
 
It is the professional opinion of the consultant, based on the information collected and analyzed 
pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statutes, that the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area contains 
the required conditions that would warrant a designation as blighted and substandard by the 
City of Blair and the Community Development Agency. The City of Blair should review this Blight 
and Substandard Study, and if satisfied with the findings contained in this study, may, by 
resolution, designate the East Industrial Area Blight Study Area 
as provided for in the Community Development Law. 
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Figure 7 Recommended Blight and Substandard Designation 
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Location 1
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Location 2

 
Location 3 
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Location 3

  Location 4 
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Location 5 

 
 







RESOLUTION NO. 2026 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 
 WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the City of Blair, Nebraska, a 
municipal corporation, undertake and carry out redevelopment projects in areas of the City which 
are determined to be substandard and blighted and in need of redevelopment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 18, Article 21, Nebraska Reissue Revised Statutes, known as the 
Community Development Law, prescribes the requirements and procedures for the planning and 
implementation of redevelopment projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Neb. Rev. Stat. Section 18-2109, as amended, requires that, prior to the 
preparation by the community development agency of a City of a redevelopment plan for a 
redevelopment project, the Mayor and City Council as governing body of the City, by resolution, 
shall find and determine that the area is a substandard and blighted area in need of 
redevelopment as defined in said Community Development Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 24, 2026 at 7:00 p.m., a Meeting of the Mayor and City Council 
of the City of Blair, Nebraska, was held in the city council chambers of the City of Blair in order 
to conduct a public hearing to determine whether certain areas of the City should be declared to 
be substandard and blighted and in need of redevelopment, as defined in and pursuant to the 
Community Development Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Enterprise, a legal 
newspaper published in Blair, Nebraska, on March 3, 2026 and March 10, 2026, which was at 
least ten (10) days prior to the time of the public hearing, which Notice of Public Hearing 
described the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing and specifically identified the area to 
be considered as substandard and blighted and in need of redevelopment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 3, 2026, which date was at least ten (10) days prior to the Public 
Hearing, the City mailed notice of the Public Hearing by certified United States Mail, postage 
prepaid, to all registered neighborhood associations whose area of representation is located in 
whole or in part within a one-mile radius of the area to be redeveloped and to the President or 
Chairperson of the governing body of each county, school district, community college, 
educational service unit, and natural resources district in which the real property to be affected 
by such determination, which notice set out the time, date, place, and purpose of the Public 
Hearing and included a map of sufficient size to show the area to be affected; and  
 
 WHEREAS, at such Meeting the Public Hearing was conducted, and all interested 
parties were afforded a reasonable opportunity to express their views respecting the designation 
of such area as substandard and blighted and in need of redevelopment, and the Mayor and City 
Council reviewed and discussed a Blight and Substandard Determination Study previously 
prepared by JEO Consulting Group, Inc; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council submitted the question of whether the area in 
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question is substandard and blighted and in need of redevelopment to the Planning Commission 
of the City of Blair for its review and recommendation prior to the Meeting and the Public 
Hearing on March 3, 2026 and the Mayor and City Council reviewed and discussed 
recommendations received from the Planning Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to determine whether the specific area is 
substandard and blighted and in need of redevelopment in accordance with the Nebraska 
Community Development Law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City of Blair, Washington County, 
Nebraska, that the following area located in the City of Blair, Washington County, Nebraska, 
more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 
 
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF TAX LOT 274 OF SECTION 7, 
TOWNSHIP 18 NORTH, RANGE 12 EAST OF THE 6TH P.M., WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA; THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 
274, A DISTANCE OF 389 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
LOT 1, INDUSTRIAL POINT SUBDIVISION; THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG THE 
WESTTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 1, A DISTANCE OF 348 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 3, EASTGATE PLAZA; THENCE NORTHWESTERLY 
ALONG THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID EASTGATE PLAZA, A DISTANCE OF 464 
FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 1, OF SAID EASTGATE 
PLAZA AND THE SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30; 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 672 FEET MORE OR LESS; THENCE 
CONTINUING NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 208 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 2, OF SAID EASTGATE PLAZA; THENCE CONTINUING 
NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF U.S. 
HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 448 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHERLY 
CORNER OF TAX LOT 264 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY, A 
DISTANCE OF 80 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF TAX 
LOT 263 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SAID U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 
968 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID TAX LOT 263; 
THENCE CONTINUING NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 30, A DISTANCE OF 617 FEET MORE OR LESS TO 
THE SOUTHWESTERLY BANK OF FISH CREEK; THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG 
SAID SOUTHWESTERLY BANK OF FISH CREEK, A DISTANCE OF 332 FEET MORE OR 
LESS TO THE WEST LINE OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY CONTINUING ALONG 
THE SOUTHWESTERLY BANK OF FISH CREEK, A DISTANCE OF 90 FEET MORE OR 
LESS; THENCE SOUTHERLY ON A LINE BEING PARALLEL WITH AND 66 FEET EAST 
OF SAID WEST LINE OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER, A DISTANCE OF 78 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER; THENCE EASTERLY 
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ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE, A DISTANCE OF 14 FEET TO THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF INDUSTRIAL PARK DRIVE; THENCE SOUTHELRY ALONG SAID 
EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE, A DISTANCE OF 2,470 FEET MORE LESS TO THE 
EASTERLY EXTENSION OF THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF GRANT 
STREET; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE EASTERLY EXTENSION OF THE 
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF GRANT STREET, A DISTANCE OF 80 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 7, ERIKSON SUBDIVISION; 
THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF GRANT 
STREET, A DISTANCE OF 535 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT 6, ERIKSON SUBDIVISION AND THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF 
WETLANDS ROAD; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF 
EAY LINE OF WETLANDS ROAD, A DISTANCE OF 533 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 8, ERIKSON SUBDIVISION AND THE SOUTHERLY 
LINE OF TAX LOT 261 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 261, A DISTANCE OF 367 FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID TAX LOT 261; THENCE NORTHERLY 
ALONG THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 261, A DISTANCE OF 685 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID TAX LOT 261; THENCE 
WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF TAX LOTS 188 AND 189 OF SAID 
SECTION 7, A DISTANCE OF 567 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF TAX LOT 265 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTHERLY LINE OF TAX LOT 265, A DISTANCE OF 229 FEET MORE OR LESS TO 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF TAX LOT 273 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE 
SOUTHERLY ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 273, A DISTANCE OF 
1,138 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID TAX LOT 273; 
THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF TAX LOTS 272 AND 273, A 
DISTANCE OF 384 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 2, 
INDUSRRIAL POINT SUBDIVISION; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY 
LINE OF SAID LOT 2, A DISTANCE OF 318 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF TAX LOT 274 OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE 
SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID TAX LOT 274, A DISTANCE OF 355 FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
 

is hereby declared to be a substandard area in need of redevelopment pursuant to the 
Community Development Law, in that conditions which now exist in said area meet the 
criteria set forth in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 18-2103(10) as described and set forth in the Blight 
and Substandard Determination Study received by the City; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above described area is hereby declared 

to be a blighted area in need of redevelopment pursuant to the Community Development 
Law, in that conditions which now exist in said area which meet one or more of the 
factors set forth in Neb. Rev. Stat § 18-2103(11)(a) and at least one of the factors set 
forth in (i) through (iv) of Neb. Rev. Stat § 18-2103(11)(b) as described and set forth in 
the Blight and Substandard Determination Study received by the City; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such substandard and blighted condition is 
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beyond the remedy and control solely be regulatory process and the exercise of police 
power and cannot be dealt with effectively by the ordinary operations of private 
enterprise without the aids provided by the Community Development Law, and the 
elimination of said substandard and blighted condition under the authority of the 
Community Development Law is hereby found to be a public purpose and declared to be 
in the public interest; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is hereby found and determined that such 

substandard and blighted area is in need of redevelopment and is an eligible site for a 
redevelopment project under the provisions of the Community Development Law. 

 
 This Resolution shall be published and shall take effect as provided by law. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 
WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -.  UPON ROLL 
CALL, COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE”, AND COUNCIL MEMBERS NONE 
VOTING “NAY”, THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED 
AND ADOPTED THIS 24TH DAY OF MARCH 2026. 

   
 
      CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      MELINDA K RUMP, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
 

 
________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

 
(SEAL) 
 
 
 
STATE OF NEBRASKA  ) 
     ) ss 
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER, hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed at a 
regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City held on the 24th day of March 2026. 
 
      ________________________________ 

      BRENDA WHEELER, City Clerk 



ORDINANCE NO.  
 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE: 
 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING TAX LOTS 19, 20, AND 21, BLOCK 56, IN THE CITY OF 
BLAIR, WASHINGTON COUNTY, NEBRASKA, TOGETHER WITH THE VACATED 
STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY OF GRANT STREET, REZONING THE LOTS FROM RMH—
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL HIGH DENSITY DISTRICT TO CCB—CENTRAL 
BUSINESS DISTRICT; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL 
FORCE AND EFFECT AND ORDERING THE ORDINANCE PUBLISHED IN PAMPHLET 
FORM. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLAIR, 
NEBRASKA. 
 

SECTION 1. That the zoning designation of tax lots 19, 20, and 21, Block 56., City of Blair, 

Washington County, Nebraska, together with part of vacated street right-of-way of Grant Street, be 

amended from RMH—Multi-Family Residential High Density District to CCB—Central Business 

District, as shown in EXHIBIT A.  

SECTION 2. Be if further ordained by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Blair that 

the official zoning maps of the City of Blair be changed to reflect the zoning as established hereby. 

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and following the 

passage and publication hereof as required by law. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE 24th DAY OF MARCH 2026. 

 

      CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
     BY: ___________________________________ 
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 



(SEAL) 
 
STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    ) ss: 
WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Ordinance was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 24th day of 
March 2026. 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
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SECTION 705  RMH  MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL HIGH DENSITY DISTRICT 
 
705.01  INTENT:  This district is intended primarily to provide living areas within the City where 
development is limited to high density concentrations or multiple-family dwellings and single family 
dwellings which are compatible in character and density with the multiple-family residential 
environment where regulations are designed to accomplish the following; to promote and encourage 
a suitable environment for family life; to provide space for community facilities needed to 
compliment urban residential areas and for institutions which require a residential environment; to 
minimize traffic congestion and to avoid the overloading of utilities and public facilities designed to 
service only residential and residential service uses in accord with standards of the comprehensive 
plan. 
 
705.02  PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following shall be permitted 
as uses by right. 
 
(1) Single-family dwellings; 
 
(2) Attached single family dwellings; 
 
(3) Two family dwellings; 
 
(4) Residential condominiums pursuant to Section 1116. 
 
(5) Multiple-family dwellings with forty-eight (48) or fewer living units. 
 
(6) Churches, parsonages and other religious institutions. 
 
(7) Row crop agricultural production (planting, fertilizing, harvesting) or alfalfa / feed grass 

production on parcels which have been regularly used for such production prior to January 1, 
2011. No parcel in this zoning district shall be switched to this Use from a different use. Parcels 
three (3) acres or larger may continue with this Use and other Permitted or Excepted Uses with a 
minimum separation of fifty (50) feet from any other Use. 

 
705.03  PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following accessory uses 
and structures shall be permitted: 
 
(1)  Accessory uses and structures normally appurtenant to the permitted uses and structures and to 
uses and structures permitted as exceptions.  
 
705.04  EXCEPTIONS:  After the provisions of this Ordinance relating to exceptions have been 
fulfilled, the City Council may permit the following conditional uses as exceptions in the RMH 
Multi-Family Residential High Density District in accordance with ARTICLE 14 of this Ordinance: 
 
(1)  Home occupations and home professional offices; 
 
(2)  Public and quasi-public uses of an educational, recreational or religious type including public 
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and parochial elementary schools, junior high schools and colleges; nursery schools; private and 
nonprofit schools and colleges; public parks, public playgrounds; 
 
(3)  Public and private charitable institutions; 
 
(4)  Public uses of an administrative, public service or cultural type including city, county, state or 
federal administrative centers and courts, libraries, museums, art galleries, police and fire stations 
and other public buildings, structures and facilities;    
 
(5)  Cemeteries, with or without columbarium; 
 
(6)  Electrical distribution substations, gas regulator stations, communications equipment buildings, 
public service pumping stations, and/or elevated pressure tanks; 
 
(7)  Convalescent, nursing and rest homes; 
 
(8)  Boarding and rooming houses; 
 
(9)  Hospitals, medical and dental clinics and other medical and health facilities; 
 
(10)  Professional offices; 
 
(11)  Mortuaries, funeral homes and funeral chapels; 
 
(12)  Signs subject to SECTION 1114 of this Ordinance; 
 
(13)  Family day care home, not operated within a private dwelling, group day care home, or day 
care center; 
 
(14)  Multiple family dwellings with greater than forty-eight (48) living units; 
 
(15)  Parking lots. 
 
705.05  CONDITIONS FOR GRANTING EXCEPTIONS:  The requirements of ARTICLE 14 of 
this Ordinance shall apply as minimum requirements for granting exceptions in the RMH 
Multi-Family Residential High Density District. 
 
705.06  PROHIBITED USES AND STRUCTURES:  All other uses and structures which are not 
specifically permitted or not permissible as exceptions shall be prohibited from the RMH 
Multi-family Residential High Density District. 
 
705.07  MINIMUM LOT REQUIREMENTS: 
 
(1)  The minimum lot area for single family dwellings shall be forty-eight hundred (4,800) square 
feet. 
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(2)  The minimum lot area for a multiple-family dwelling unit: (2 units) = six thousand (6,000) 
square-feet. Each additional unit shall require one-thousand five hundred (1,500) square-feet per 
unit. 
 
(3)  Each lot shall have not less than forty (40) feet of frontage when a lot fronts on a cul de sac or 
loop street except any lot with a two-family dwelling or an attached single family-dwelling shall 
have not less than sixty (60) feet of frontage when a lot fronts on a cul de sac or loop street. 
 
(4)  The minimum width of each lot shall be sixty (60) feet. provided, however, the minimum lot 
requirement shall not apply to individual dwelling units of attached single-family dwellings. 
 
(5)  Each lot shall have a depth of not less than eighty (80) feet.   
 
(6)  Driveways shall have a maximum grade of ten (10) percent.  Driveways and curb cuts shall be 
located not less than three (3) feet from the side lot line.  Curb cuts for straight curbs and the flare for 
rolled curbs shall be three (3) feet wider than the driveway pavement on each side. 
 
705.08  MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS: 
 
(1)  Front yard:  On all streets or highways there shall be a minimum front yard of not less than a 
depth of twenty (20) feet from the property line. 
 
(2)  Rear yard:  The minimum rear yard of a principal structure shall be ten (10) feet, provided, 
however, if the principal structure is other than a single-family dwelling and the site abuts a 
residential district without separation by an alley, the minimum rear yard shall be fifteen (15) feet.   
 
(3)  Side yards:  The minimum side yards of a principal structure shall be seven (7) feet. 
 a. On the street side of a corner lot, side yards shall not be less than ten (10) feet. 
 b. A side yard providing access to more than one dwelling unit shall be not less than ten 

(10) feet. 
 c. The minimum side yard shall be nine (9) feet for any site adjacent to a RL   Residential 

Low-Density District.  
 d. Attached garages or attached carports fronting on the side yard of a corner lot shall be set 

back a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the sidewalk, or twenty (20) feet from the 
property line if no sidewalk exists, on a straight driveway approach, or fifteen (15) feet 
from the property line where the garage opening is perpendicular to the property line 
requiring a curved driveway approach. 

 e. The side yard requirements as set forth herein shall not apply to the common fire walls 
and the line thereof extended to the front and rear property lines of attached single family 
dwellings or town houses. 

 
(4) YARD REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESSORY BUILDINGS: 
 (A) Side yard   
  a.  An accessory building may be located in the side yard as close as five (5) feet to the    

  property line providing it is located between the rear building line of the principle 
building and the rear property line. 
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  b.  Unattached garages may be located in the side yard adjacent to the primary  
   structure, providing the design and construction of the garage are similar in style and 
   color to the primary structure. The side-yard setback shall be seven (7) feet and the  
   distance between the garage and the primary structure must be four (4) feet or more, 
   with proper fire-resistant construction.   
  c. No building shall be located within any easement or right-of-way 
  d. Accessory buildings or carports fronting on the side yard of a corner lot shall be set     

  back a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the sidewalk, or twenty (20) feet from the    
  property line if no sidewalk exists, on a straight driveway approach, or fifteen (15) 
feet  from the property line where the garage opening is perpendicular to the property 
line requiring a curved driveway approach. 

 
 (B)   Front Yard - No accessory building shall be located between the front building line of 

the principle building and the front property line. An accessory building may be located in 
the second front by a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). The CUP may include additional 
requirements of landscaping, screening, etc.  

 
 (C)  Rear Yard - Unless specifically permitted, no accessory building shall be located closer 

than five (5) feet from the rear property line and no accessory building shall be located 
within any easement or right-of-way along the rear property line. If the accessory building 
requires vehicular access perpendicular to an alley, a minimum fifteen (15) feet access 
driveway is required between said accessory building and the alley. 

 
705.085 ADDITIONAL SETBACK REQUIREMENTS  CREEKS/WATER COURSES:  In 
addition to any other minimum yard requirements, no structure shall be installed or constructed in 
violation of section 1110.5 of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
705.09  MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE:  The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed seventy (70) 
percent of the total lot area. 
 
705.10 MAXIMUM HEIGHT: The height of all structures shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet for 
the main structure, except multi-family dwellings shall not exceed sixty (60) feet. The size 
limitations for accessory structures shall be subject to the provisions of SECTION 1103 and 
SECTION 1105 of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the City of Blair, Nebraska. 
 
705.11  SIGN REGULATIONS:  All signs shall be in conformance with the regulations provided 
herein and with the provisions of SECTION 1114 of this Ordinance. 
 
705.12  OFF-STREET PARKING:  Off-street parking shall be hard surfaced in conformance with 
the provisions of Section 204 of this Ordinance. 
 
705.125  DRIVEWAYS:   Driveways shall be paved as per section 303.01(51.5). 

 

 

(END OF SECTION) 
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SECTION 802 CCB CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
 
802.01 INTENT:  The intent of the CCB Central Business District is to provide a commercial area 
for those establishments serving the general shopping needs of the trade area and in particular, those 
establishments customarily oriented to the pedestrian shopper.  The grouping of uses is intended to 
strengthen the central business area as the urban center of trade, service, governmental and cultural 
activities. 
 
802.02 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following shall be permitted 
as uses by right: 
 
(1)    Offices; 
 
(2)   Retail stores and service establishments which supply commodities or provide services 

primarily to meet the needs of residents of the trade area including: 
Antique stores. 
Apparel and accessory stores. 
Art galleries. 
Art supply and picture framing stores. 
Automobile parts and supply stores; provided that no repair or installation service is 

performed on site; and further provided that no goods shall be stored or displayed for 
sale outside of the building. 

Bakeries. 
Banks, including drive-in banks and other lending agencies. 
Barber and beautician services. 
Beer, wine and alcoholic beverage establishments, on and off sale. 
Bicycle shops. 
Bookstores, rental libraries and reading rooms. 
Bus depots and transit stations, provided that buses or other transit vehicles shall not be 

stored, serviced or repaired on site. 
Camera, photographic supply stores. 
Community buildings owned by public agencies. 
Confectionery stores. 
Convenience stores with sale of gasoline, provided that no repair service is performed on 

site. 
Computer sales and service. 
Cleaning and laundering drop-off/pick-up stores, provided that cleaning and laundering is 

not conducted on these premises. 
Clothing and costume rental establishments. 
Credit services, including loan offices. 
Dental services. 
Detached ATM banking facility. 
Department stores. 
Drapery, curtain and upholstery stores. 
Drug and proprietary stores. 
Eating places, indoor and outdoor. 
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Electrical appliance sales and repair stores. 
Employment agencies. 
Food stores, general retail. 
Florist shops. 
Furniture and home furnishings stores. 
Garden supply stores and nurseries, provided that all equipment, supplies, merchandise and 

plants, shall be kept within a completely enclosed building provided that fertilizer of any 
type shall be stored and sold in packaged form only. 

Gift, novelty and souvenir stores. 
Hardware retail stores. 
Health food stores. 
Hobby and craft supply stores. 
Hotels, motels and apartment hotels. 
Household appliance and sales and repair shops. 
Interior decorating shops. 
Jewelry stores, including clock and watch repairing. 
Laundry, self-service and cleaning establishments. 
Leather goods and luggage stores. 
Locksmiths. 
Mail order businesses, retail and wholesale. 
Massage and physical culture studios. 
Medical and orthopedic appliance stores. 
Music stores. 
Music and dance studios. 
Newspaper, printing and engraving shops. 
Newsstands and magazines stores. 
Office furniture and supplies, retail stores. 
Office supply and business machine stores. 
On-site signs, in accordance with provisions of section 1114. 
Paint, glass and wallpaper stores, retail. 
Parcel delivery services. 
Parking lots, parking garages and other off-street parking facilities. 
Pet and pet supplies stores. 
Personnel and professional services. 
Photography studios. 
Printing and engraving services. 
Plumbing, heating and ventilating equipment showrooms with storage of floor samples only. 
Radio and television broadcast studios. 
Sales and showrooms, including rental of equipment, provided all displays and merchandise 

are within the enclosed walls of the buildings. 
Savings and loan associations. 
Secondhand stores and pawnshops. 
Secretarial, service and letter shops. 
Shoe repair services. 
Shoe sales, retail. 
Signs, and outdoor advertising structures in accordance with provisions of SECTION 1114 
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of this Ordinance. 
Sporting goods, retail and wholesale. 
Stamp and coin stores. 
Stationary stores. 
Stores or shops for the sale of retail goods. 
Tailor and dressmaking shops. 
Telephone and telegraph exchange services. 
Travel and tour agencies. 
Utility offices and administrative services. 
Variety stores. 

            
(3) Row crop agricultural production (planting, fertilizing, harvesting) or alfalfa / feed grass 
production on parcels which have been regularly used for such production prior to January 1, 2011. 
No parcel in this zoning district shall be switched to this Use from a different use. Parcels three (3) 
acres or larger may continue with this Use and other Permitted or Excepted Uses with a minimum 
separation of fifty (50) feet from any other Use. 
 
802.03  PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following accessory uses 
and structures shall be permitted: 
 
(1)    Accessory uses and structures normally appurtenant to the permitted uses and structures and to 
uses and structures permitted as exceptions. 
 
802.04  EXCEPTIONS:  After the provisions of this Ordinance relating to exceptions have been 
fulfilled, the City Council may permit the following conditional uses as exceptions in the CCB 
Central Business District in accordance with ARTICLE 14 of this Ordinance. 
 
(1)    Electrical distribution substations and gas regulator stations; 
 
(2)    Public parks; 
 
(3)    Private clubs and lodges; 
 
(4)    Public buildings and grounds; 
 
(5)  Single family dwellings residential uses (the minimum off street parking and loading 

requirements of Section 1111 may be waived for good cause shown); 
 
(6)    Residences on the second floor or in the basement of commercial buildings (the minimum off 

street parking and loading requirements of Section 1111 may be waived for good cause 
shown); 

 
(7)    Multi-family residential uses (the minimum off street parking and loading requirements of  

Section 1111 may be waived for good cause shown); 
 
(8)     Assembly uses, such as Civic, social and fraternal associations; Churches and other religious 
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institutions; Recreation centers, indoor only; and Theaters, auditoriums, and assembly 
rooms; 

 
(9) Automotive, residential or commercial glass shop; 
 
(10)      Other trade and service uses which are similar to the permitted principal uses and which are  

   in harmony with the intent of this district. 
 
(11)     Pet Services, as defined in Section 303.01, subject to the Nebraska Department of       
           

  amended. 
 
802.05  CONDITIONS FOR GRANTING EXCEPTIONS:  The requirements of ARTICLE 14 of 
this Ordinance shall apply as minimum requirements for granting exceptions in the CCB Central 
Business District: 
 
(1) Where a site adjoins or is located access an alley from any R Residential District, a solid wall 

or fence, vine covered open fence or compact evergreen hedge six (6) feet in height shall be 
located on the property line common to such districts, except in a required front yard. 

 
(2) Open storage of materials attendant to a permitted use or conditional use shall be permitted 

only within an area surrounded or screened by a solid wall or fence six (6) feet in height, 
provided that no materials or equipment shall be stored to a height greater than that of the wall 
or fence. 

 
(3) All business, services and processes shall be conducted entirely within a completely enclosed 

structure, except for off-street parking and off-street loading areas, convenience stores, outdoor 
dining areas, garden shops, Christmas tree lots, bus depot and transit stations, and electric 
distribution substations. 

 
(4) No use shall be permitted and no process, equipment or materials shall be used which are 

found by the Governing Body to be objectionable to persons living or working in the vicinity 
by reason of odor, fumes, dust, smoke, cinders, dirt, refuse, water-carried waste, noise, 
vibrations, illumination, glare, or unsightliness or to involve any hazard of fire or explosion. 

 
802.06  PROHIBITED USES AND STRUCTURES:  All other uses and structures which are not 
specifically permitted or not permissible as exceptions shall be prohibited from the CCB Central 
Business District. 
 
802.07  MINIMUM LOT REQUIREMENTS:  No limitations. 
 
802.08  MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS: 
 
(1) Front yard:  No limitations; provided that where a lot is abutting on property in any R 

Residential District and fronting on the same street, there shall be a minimum front yard of ten 
(10) feet. 
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(2) Rear yard:  The minimum rear yard abutting a R Residential District shall be ten (10) feet. 
 
(3) Side yard:  The minimum side yard abutting a R Residential District shall be ten (10) feet. 
 
802.085 ADDITIONAL SETBACK REQUIREMENTS  CREEKS/WATER COURSES: In 
addition to any other minimum yard requirements, no structure shall be installed or constructed in 
violation of Section 1110.5 of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
802.09  MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE:  No limitations. 
 
802.10  MAXIMUM HEIGHT:  No structure shall exceed seventy-five (75) feet. 
           
802.11  SIGN REGULATIONS:  All signs shall be in conformance with the regulations provided 
herein and with the provisions of SECTION 1114 of this Ordinance.    
       
802.12  OFF-STREET PARKING:  :  Off-street parking is required per Section 1111.  Properties 
located South of the alley of Blocks 35 through 39 and Block 46 and North of the alley of Blocks 44 
through 48 are eligible to receive a waiver to the parking requirements granted by the City Council 
after a recommendation from the Planning Commission.  Off-street parking shall be hard surfaced in 
conformance with the provisions of Section 204 of this Ordinance. 
                           
802.125  DRIVEWAYS:  Driveways shall be paved as per section 303.01(51.5). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(END OF SECTION) 
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ORDINANCE NO.  
 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE: 
 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING TAX LOTS 197, 199, AND 200, SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 18 
NORTH, RANGE 11, ALL EAST OF THE 6TH P.M., IN THE CITY OF BLAIR, WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA, REZONING THE LOTS FROM AG—AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
TO TA—TRANSITIONAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING WHEN THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AND ORDERING THE 
ORDINANCE PUBLISHED IN PAMPHLET FORM. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLAIR, 
NEBRASKA. 
 

SECTION 1. That the zoning designation of tax lots 197, 199, and 200, Section 13, Township 

18 North, Range 11, all East of the 6th PM, Washington County, Nebraska, together with part of vacated 

street right-of-way of Grant Street, be amended from AG—Agricultural District to TA—Transitional 

Agricultural District, as shown in EXHIBIT A.  

SECTION 2. Be if further ordained by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Blair that 

the official zoning maps of the City of Blair be changed to reflect the zoning as established hereby. 

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and following the 

passage and publication hereof as required by law. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE 24th DAY OF MARCH 2026. 

 

      CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
     BY: ___________________________________ 
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
(SEAL) 



 
STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    ) ss: 
WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Ordinance was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 24th day of 
March 2026. 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
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SECTION 502  TA  TRANSITIONAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
 
502.01  INTENT.  The intent of this district is to control expanded agricultural uses in areas that 
are urban and suburban in nature and are transitioning from agricultural uses to residential, 
commercial or industrial uses; to allow the continued use of land which is suitable for agriculture 
but limit any land uses that may be detrimental to normal community expansion. This district is 
for unplatted tax lots and undivided quarter-quarter sections only. Any existing use at the time of 
the application of this district shall remain per the City of Blair Zoning Regulations, Article 12: 
Nonconformance Uses. TA Districts may exist inside or outside the corporate city limits. 
 
502.02  PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following shall be 
permitted as uses by right. 
 
(1) Any form of agriculture including the raising of crops, horticultural uses, animal husbandry, 
and poultry husbandry conforming to one animal unit per acre. 
 
(2) Single family dwellings. 
 
(3) Irrigation and flood control projects. 
 
(4) Signs subject to section 1114 of this ordinance. 
 
502.03 PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following accessory uses 
and structures shall be permitted. 
 
(1)  Accessory uses and structures normally appurtenant to the permitted uses and structures and 
to uses and structures permitted as exceptions. 
 
(2)  Roadside stands for the sale of agricultural produce grown on the site. 
 
502.04  EXCEPTIONS:  After the provisions of this Ordinance relating to exceptions have been 
fulfilled, the City Council may permit the following conditional uses as exceptions in the TA 
Transitional Agricultural District in accordance with Article 14 of this Ordinance. 
 
(1)  Home occupations. 
 
(2)  Single family residences, including mobile homes, for farm residents adjacent to the principal 
farm residence for occupation by relatives of consanguinity and marriage or for farmhands 
employed on the premises. 
 
(3) Family day care home, group day care home, or day care center. 
         
502.05  CONDITIONS FOR GRANTING EXCEPTIONS:  The requirements of ARTICLE 14 of 
this Ordinance, the following regulations shall apply as minimum requirements for granting 
exceptions in the TA Transitional Agricultural District. 
 



City of Blair Zoning Regulations                                                     Article 5, Section 502, page 2 
 

(1)  Any use involving a business, service or process not completely enclosed in a structure shall 
be screened by a solid fence or masonry wall or a compact growth of natural plant materials not 
less than six (6) feet in height. 
 
502.06  PROHIBITED USES AND STRUCTURES:  All other uses and structures which are not 
specifically permitted or not permissible as exceptions shall be prohibited from the TA Transitional 
Agricultural District. 
 
502.07  MINIMUM LOT REQUIREMENTS: 
(1) The TA District is intended for unplatted tax lots and undivided quarter-quarter sections only. 
(2) The minimum lot area for all uses prescribed in TA District shall be 10.01 acres, except for 
AGG lots of record being rezoned to TA or when a tract of at least three (3) acres is created as a 
result of the one lot split permitted after January 1, 1979 per Section 705 of the Blair Subdivision 
Regulations, and the second lot is greater than ten (10) acres. 
 
(2) The minimum lot width at the front building line shall be three-hundred (300) feet. 
 
502.08  MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS: 
 
(1)  Front yard:  There shall be a minimum front yard of not less than a depth of one-hundred 
twenty (120) feet from the center line of a Federal Aid-Primary or Federal Aid-Secondary 
designated street or highway of fifty (50) feet from the property line, whichever is greater. On all 
other streets or highways there shall be a minimum front yard of not less than fifty (50) feet from 
the property line. These yard requirements shall apply to any yard abutting a public street or 
highway regardless of the lot being an interior or corner lot. 
 
(2) Rear yard:  There shall be a minimum rear yard of not less than fifty (50) feet for agricultural 
accessory structures used for the rearing, breeding, sheltering, or keeping of livestock or other 
animals, including, but not limited to, cattle, swine, horses, sheep, goats, poultry, or domestic 
animals. Residential accessory structures shall have a rear yard setback of not less than twenty-
five (25) feet. 
 
(3) Side yard:  There shall be a minimum side yard of not less than fifty (50) feet for agricultural 
accessory structures used for the rearing, breeding, sheltering, or keeping of livestock or other 
animals, including, but not limited to, cattle, swine, horses, sheep, goats, poultry, or domestic 
animals.  Residential accessory structures shall have a side yard setback of not less than twenty-
five (25) feet. 
 
502.085 ADDITIONAL SETBACK REQUIREMENTS  CREEKS/WATER COURSES: In 
addition to any other minimum yard requirements, no structure shall be installed or constructed in 
violation of Section 1110.5 of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
502.09  MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE:  The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed forty (40) 
percent of the total lot area. 
 
502.10  MAXIMUM HEIGHT:  The height of all structures shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet.   
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502.11  SIGN REGULATIONS:  All signs shall be in conformance with the regulations provided 
herein and with the provisions of SECTION 1114 of this Ordinance. 
 
502.12  OFF-STREET PARKING:  In granting a conditional use permit, the City Council may 
require that any or all of the proposed off-street parking be hard surfaced with either portland 
cement, concrete, or asphalt. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, all such off-street parking shall comply with the provisions of Section 
1111.03 of this Ordinance. 
 
502.125   DRIVEWAYS:  Driveways shall be paved as per section 303.01(51.5). 
 
502.13  UTILITY AND LOT AREA FOR RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES PER SECTION 1107  
(1) It shall be unlawful to occupy a residential structure or any building for living purposes that 
does not have an approved waste disposal system. 
 
(2) No waste absorption field (septic tank, cesspools, etc.) shall be constructed any closer than 
twenty-five (25) feet from any adjacent property line. 
 
(3) There shall be no waste absorption field located closer than fifty (50) feet from any other 
residential structure. 
 
(4) There shall be no waste absorption field located closer than one-hundred (100) feet from a 
water well, provided, however, where geology and subsurface conditions and topography would 
indicate that seepage could reach the well supply, a greater distance shall be required. 
 
(5) An individual residential waste absorption field shall contain a minimum of ten-thousand 
(10,000) square feet, exclusive of the area required by structure.  The entire tract shall contain not 
less than twenty-thousand (20,000) square feet.  If tract is less than two (2) acres, public water 
must be available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(END OF SECTION) 
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ARTICLE 5.  AGG  AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 
 
The purposes and objectives of the Agricultural Districts are to preserve land best suited for 
agriculture from the encroachment of incompatible uses, to prevent the intrusion of urban 
development into agricultural areas which would make agricultural production uneconomical or 
impractical, to preserve in agricultural use land suited to eventual development in other uses until 
such time as streets, utilities and other community facilities may be provided or programmed as to 
ensure the orderly and beneficial conversion of these lands to nonagricultural use; to provide 
appropriate locations for certain types of establishments primarily  serving agricultural producers; to 
permit the application of regulations to major agricultural areas of the City which will reflect basic 
physical differences and attractions among such areas. 
 
SECTION 501  AGG  GENERAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
 
501.01  INTENT.  The intent of this district is to recognize the transition between agricultural uses 
of land and the community; to encourage the continued use of that land which is suitable for 
agriculture, but limit any land uses that may be detrimental to normal community expansion. 
 
501.02  PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following shall be permitted 
as uses by right. 
 
(1) Any form of agriculture including the raising of crops, horticultural uses, animal husbandry, 
poultry husbandry and fisheries conforming to one animal unit per acre.  Grain storage either 
publicly or privately owned, beyond 1,000 feet of the Blair corporate limits. 
 
(2) Single family dwellings. 
 
(3) Irrigation and flood control projects. 
 
(4) Signs subject to section 1114 of this ordinance. 
 
(5) Public utility and public service structures including electric transmission lines and distribution 
substations, gas regulator stations, communications equipment buildings, public service pumping 
stations, and reservoirs. 
 
(6) Irrigation wells, water retention pits and silage bunkers, when in conformance with the 
following: 
No irrigation wells, water retention pits, or re-use pits, or silage bunkers shall be located within thirty 
(30) feet from any public right-of-way except that at township, county, state, or federal road 
intersections, such wells, pits, or bunkers must be located no closer than seventy (70) feet from the 
nearest intersection of the public right-of-way. 
 
(7) Windbreaks, when in conformance with the following: No windbreaks consisting of planted trees 
and/or shrubs shall be located within thirty (30) feet from any public right-of-way, except that at 
township, county, state, or federal road intersections, such windbreaks must be located no closer than 
seventy (70) feet from the nearest intersection of public right-of-way. 
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501.03 PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES:  The following accessory uses 
and structures shall be permitted. 
 
(1) Accessory uses and structures normally appurtenant to the permitted uses and structures and to 
uses and structures permitted as exceptions. In accordance with Section 1103.02(1), there is no limit 
to the number of permitted accessory buildings. 
 
(2)  Home occupations. 
 
(3)  Roadside stands for the sale of agricultural produce grown on the site. 
 
501.04  EXCEPTIONS:  After the provisions of this Ordinance relating to exceptions have been 
fulfilled, the City Council may permit the following conditional uses as exceptions in the AGG 
General Agricultural District in accordance with Article 14 of this Ordinance. 
 
(1)  Airports and heliports including crop dusting strips; 
 
(2)  Farm equipment service and repair; veterinary services; commercial auction yards and barns; 
bulk storage of petroleum products for distribution or direct sales to agricultural consumers; 
 
(3)  Public and quasi-public uses of an education, recreational, or religious type including public and 
parochial elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools and colleges; nursery schools, 
private nonprofit schools and colleges; churches, parsonages, and other religious institutions. 
 
(4)  Agricultural service establishments primarily engaged in performing agricultural, animal 
husbandry or horticultural services on a fee or contract basis; agricultural product milling and 
processing; commercial grain warehouses; establishments engaged in performing services such as 
crop dusting, fruit picking, grain cleaning, harvesting and plowing; farm equipment services and 
repair. 
 
(5)  Community facilities and institutions including monasteries, convents and other religious 
institutions; public and private philanthropic and charitable institutions; cemeteries; hospitals, 
sanitariums, nursing homes and rest homes; private, noncommercial clubs and lodges; 
 
(6)  Public uses of an administrative, public service or cultural type including city, county, state or 
federal administrative centers and courts, libraries, museums, art galleries, police and fire stations 
and other buildings, structures, and facilities; 
 
(7)  Penal institutions; 
 
(8)  Sewage treatment plants for primary and secondary treatment; public and private sanitary land 
fills; gravel plants and asphalt or concrete batch plants; 
 
(9)  Salvage yards; 
 
(10)  Dirt, soil, sand, gravel, and rock borrow pits and processing sites; 
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(11)  Boarding and training or breeding kennels; 
 
(12)  Gas and oil wells; 
 
(13)  Agricultural retail and wholesale establishments and grocery stores, service stations and 
restaurants for convenience of rural areas; 
 
(14)  Commercial feedlots, as defined in Section 303.01, subject to the Department of Environmental 
Quality s Rules and Regulations pertaining to Livestock Waste Control, as amended. 
 
(15)  Commercial auction yards and barns. 
 
(16)  Single family residences, including mobile homes, for farm residents adjacent to the principal 
farm residence for occupation by relatives of consanguinity and marriage or for farmhands employed 
on the premises. 
 
(17) Family day care home, group day care home, or day care center. 
 
(18) Truck sales, both new and used. 
 
(19) Contractor yards. 
 
(20) Golf Courses and Driving Ranges. 
 
(21)  Mobile Home Parks, Campgrounds. 
 
(22) Private or Public Covered Bridges. Since covered bridges may cross or be located along 
property lines, the Planning Commission and City Council may waive the Minimum Yard 
Requirements for Primary Buildings and Accessory Buildings as well as the Creeks/Water Course 
Setback Requirements as part of their consideration of the conditional use permit. 
         
501.05  CONDITIONS FOR GRANTING EXCEPTIONS:  The requirements of ARTICLE 14 of 
this Ordinance, the following regulations shall apply as minimum requirements for granting 
exceptions in the AGG General Agricultural District. 
 
(1)  Airport sites shall be so situated that the airport hazard area defined by the Nebraska Department 
of Aeronautics shall not include any existing obstruction regardless of public or private ownership of 
the airport. 
 
(2)  Any use involving a business, service or process not completely enclosed in a structure, when 
located on a site abutting on or across a street or an alley from any Residential District, shall be 
screened by a solid fence or masonry wall or a compact growth of natural plant materials not less 
than six (6) feet in height if the Governing Body finds said use to be unsightly. 
 
(3)  Commercial feedlots are not allowed within one (1) mile of the City of Blair's corporate limits.  
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No commercial feedlot shall be located within one-thousand (1,000) feet of an existing residential 
structure other than that of the owner, operator or employee of the feedlot, nor shall a residential 
structure other than that of the owner, operator, or employee be located within one-thousand (1,000) 
feet of an existing feedlot. 
 
(4)  No salvage or wrecking yard shall be located within five-hundred (500) feet of any public 
right-of-way or within one thousand (1,000) feet of any Residential District.  Salvage and wrecking 
yards shall be screened on all sides by a solid fence or masonry wall or a compact growth of natural 
plant materials not less than eight (8) feet in height. 
 
(5)  For borrow pits, the owner must submit grading plans(s) showing final grades, amounts, and 
material to be removed, method and direction of hauling, sediment control plan to restrict materials 
from washing on to or into public and/or private property, final seeding specifications, proposed dust 
and other airborne debris control plan, and a time table necessary for completion of the work. 
 
(6)  Borrow area containing 20,000 square feet or more must submit a grading plan showing final 
grades, amount of material to be moved, a sediment control plan to restrict materials from eroding 
from the property, seeding specifications, and a time table necessary for completion of the work. 
 
501.06  PROHIBITED USES AND STRUCTURES:  All other uses and structures which are not 
specifically permitted or not permissible as exceptions shall be prohibited from the AGG General 
Agricultural District. 
 
501.07  MINIMUM LOT REQUIREMENTS: 
(1) The minimum lot area for all uses prescribed in AGG District shall be ten (10) acres, except 
when a tract of at least three (3) acres is created as a result of the one lot split permitted after January 
1, 1979 per Section 705 of the Blair Subdivision Regulations, and the second lot is greater than ten 
(10) acres. 
 
(2) The minimum lot width at the front building line shall be three-hundred (300) feet. 
 
501.08  MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS: 
 
(1)  Front yard:  There shall be a minimum front yard of not less than a depth of one-hundred twenty 
(120) feet from the center line of a Federal Aid-Primary or Federal Aid-Secondary designated street 
or highway of fifty (50) feet from the property line, whichever is greater. On all other streets or 
highways there shall be a minimum front yard of not less than fifty (50) feet from the property line. 
These yard requirements shall apply to any yard abutting a public street or highway regardless of the 
lot being an interior or corner lot. 
 
(2) Rear yard:  There shall be a minimum rear yard of not less than a depth of fifty (50) feet; 
provided, however, residential accessory structures and agricultural accessory structures, other than 
those that are used for the rearing, breeding, sheltering, or keeping of livestock or other animals, 
including, but not limited to, cattle, swine, horses, sheep, goats, poultry, or domestic animals, may 
have a rear yard setback of not less than twenty-five (25) feet. 
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(3) Side yard:  There shall be a minimum side yard of not less than fifty (50) feet; provided, 
however, residential accessory structures and agricultural accessory structures, other than those that 
are used for the rearing, breeding, sheltering, or keeping of livestock or other animals, including, but 
not limited to, cattle, swine, horses, sheep, goats, poultry, or domestic animals, may have a side yard 
setback of not less than twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
501.085 ADDITIONAL SETBACK REQUIREMENTS  CREEKS/WATER COURSES: In 
addition to any other minimum yard requirements, no structure shall be installed or constructed in 
violation of Section 1110.5 of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
501.09  MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE:  No limitation. 
 
501.10  MAXIMUM HEIGHT:  No limitation.   
 
501.11  SIGN REGULATIONS:  All signs shall be in conformance with the regulations provided 
herein and with the provisions of SECTION 1114 of this Ordinance. 
 
501.12  OFF-STREET PARKING:  In granting a conditional use permit, the City Council may 
require that any or all of the proposed off-street parking be hard surfaced with either portland 
cement, concrete, or asphalt. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, all such off-street parking shall comply with the provisions of Section 
1111.03 of this Ordinance. 
 
501.125   DRIVEWAYS:  Driveways shall be paved as per section 303.01(51.5). 
 
501.13  UTILITY AND LOT AREA FOR RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES PER SECTION 1107  
(1) It shall be unlawful to occupy a residential structure or any building for living purposes that does 
not have an approved waste disposal system. 
 
(2) No waste absorption field (septic tank, cesspools, etc.) shall be constructed any closer than 
twenty-five (25) feet from any adjacent property line. 
 
(3) There shall be no waste absorption field located closer than fifty (50) feet from any other 
residential structure. 
 
(4) There shall be no waste absorption field located closer than one-hundred (100) feet from a water 
well, provided, however, where geology and subsurface conditions and topography would indicate 
that seepage could reach the well supply, a greater distance shall be required. 
 
(5) An individual residential waste absorption field shall contain a minimum of ten-thousand 
(10,000) square feet, exclusive of the area required by structure.  The entire tract shall contain not 
less than twenty-thousand (20,000) square feet.  If tract is less than two (2) acres, public water must 
be available. 
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(END OF SECTION) 



City Council Request  March 24, 2026 

Good evening and thank you for the opportunity to speak with you 
tonight. 

My name is Baylor Barrow, and I am a 17-year-old Life Scout with 
Troop 145, sponsored by Arlington Community Church, working 
toward the rank of Eagle Scout. To earn this rank, I am required to 
plan, develop, and lead a service project that provides a meaningful 
and lasting benefit to the community. I am here this evening to 
respectfully request authorization to complete my Eagle Scout 
Service Project in partnership with the City of Blair. 

My proposed project is a Downtown Beautification and Recycling 
Project, completed under the guidance of Mrs. Betsy Anderson, 
Master Gardener and president of the Blair Parks Board. The 
purpose of this project is to transplant overgrown decorative plants 
from locations along Main Street to several pocket parks throughout 
Blair, including the new Art Alley downtown. 

Several decorative plantings downtown have become overgrown 
and require maintenance. Rather than removing and discarding 
these plants, this project focuses on reusing and relocating them to 
enhance public green spaces across our city. By moving these 
plants to areas such as Art Alley and other pocket parks, we can add 
natural beauty to spaces where families gather, events are held, and 
visitors experience Blair. 

As our nation approaches its 250th Birthday celebration, this 
project contributes in a small but meaningful way by improving 
community gathering spaces like Art Alley and our pocket parks. 
Beautifying these public areas helps prepare them for events, 
visitors, and celebrations that bring our community together. 



City Council Request  March 24, 2026 

I will lead a team of approximately 4 to 8 volunteers, including 
Scouts and community members. All plant selections and planting 
sites will be approved in advance, and transplanting will follow best 
practices under Mrs. Anderson’s direction to help ensure long-term 
success. 

I have previously worked as a summer employee in the City of 
Blair Parks Department, which has given me a strong appreciation 
for our parks and the staff who maintain them. That experience has 
taught me the importance of safety, planning, and maintaining city 
standards, and I am applying those lessons to this project. 

Adult supervision will be present at all times, volunteers will receive 
safety instructions, and we will only dig in approved areas using 
hand tools. All sites will be cleaned and restored once work is 
complete, and ongoing maintenance will remain part of the City’s 
regular parks schedule. 

I respectfully request approval from the City Council to move 
forward with this project. Thank you for your time, for your 
leadership, and for your continued commitment to keeping Blair a 
community we are proud to call home. I would be happy to answer 
any questions you may have. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 

WHEREAS, the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance wishes to partner with the City of 

Blair to maintain The Depot; 

WHEREAS, the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance has presented the City of Blair with 

a scope of work for work at The Depot, attached as Exhibit “A”; 

WHEREAS, the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance has presented the City of Blair with 

Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) to upkeep The Depot; 

WHEREAS, Nebraska Revised Statutes, Sections 9-601, 9-602, and 9-604, allow the City 

of Blair to utilize Keno funds for Community Betterment Purposes;   

 WHEREAS, the Blair Historic Preservation Alliance has requested a matching amount 

from Keno Funds for Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) for the upkeep of The Depot.  

 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to support the Blair Historic Preservation 

Alliance with the maintenance of The Depot; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council that the donation 

of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) for upkeep on The Depot is accepted, the request for keno funds 

for the upkeep of The Depot in the amount Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) is awarded, and the 

scope of work for The Depot is hereby adopted and approved by the municipality and the Mayor 

and City Clerk of the City of Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute the same on behalf 

of the municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 
WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -. UPON ROLL CALL, 
COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING "AYE". COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING "NAY", THE 
MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 
24TH DAY OF MARCH 2026. 
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CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 

 
 
     BY: ___________________________________ 
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
(SEAL) 
 
STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    ) ss: 
WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 24th day of 
March 2026. 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 







 

Depot Maintenance wish list 

5-29-25. Meeting with James Bilslend 

Treat deck around the Depot 

Repaint exterior doors and trim as needed 

Mount an appropriate (trails?) sign on west side 

Create a new water fountain for Depot, Restroom and Trail users 

Look at interior floors (repair and more durable finish for west room especially) 

1-27-2026. Meeting with James Bilslend 

Replace serving tables in West room.  Can BHPA donate? 

Fix or replace downspouts 

Fix or replace metal plate on ramp on southeast corner (relocate ramp on eat side of 
building) 

Get professional advice on floors 

Hire professional to do exterior painting and deck treatment? 

Is Depot maintenance in the budget now? 

2-25-2026. Meeting with Phil Green and CJ Heaton 

Discussed above wish list 

Suggested posting guidelines for cleaning Depot after use and post.  Be sure adequate 
cleaning supplies are available in Depot closet. 

Permission to hang banner on Depot to celebrate BHPA 25TH 

Discussed request for Keno funds to match BHPA donation 

   BHPA donation=$5000.  Keno funds=$5000.+? 

 

Priority maintenance items: 

  Repair and refinish floor in west room (have a bid from local contractor) 

  Replace serving tables with new 



MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Mayor and City Council 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  3/24/26    

Re:  Proposed Elevated Water Tower 

 As you are all aware, staff have been working on securing a site for the proposed new 
elevated water tower.  Tonight, I’m happy to share that we have secured a site that will meet our 
needs, and from a developer who is interested in working with us.  We also have Chris Koenig 
from HDR here to discuss the reasons why a tower is needed over additional ground storage or 
pumps, and Justin Novak with the Papio Missouri River NRD/Rural Water District to talk about 
the need and impacts of this project to the rural water customers, and Mike Rooks with Gateway 
Development to discuss how growth in Blair and in the surrounding communities will place 
more demand on the current system.  We also have members of local fire departments available 
to share their concerns about the lack of a reliable water source in rural areas south of town and 
Ft Calhoun.   

 The site that we have selected is on top of the hill near the Cargill office building on 
Kellie Dr.  This site is currently beginning the plating process for a single-family home 
development.  The developer is willing to work with the city for a water tower location.  In 
exchange for the water tower lot, the city will work with the developer to help offset some of the 
costs of the development.  This site is close to the same elevation as the current water tower, 
allowing for the two towers to work in tandem.  A new main will be installed from Hwy 75 along 
the hollow road bypass to the new tower, and a second line will connect to the lines on the Hwy 
30 side.  This will allow for more water storage for the city of Blair in areas where we anticipate 
seeing the most growth in the coming years.  This is also a good location to provide water for the 
rural areas, Ft Calhoun, and the Blair Airport.   

 The anticipated cost for this project is 4 – 5 million dollars.  It is our intent to look at 
restructuring rates once the tower is completed.  Similar to how our current rates lean heavily on 
our industrial partners for plant improvements that directly impact them, the costs for the new 
tower will be primarily repaid through our rural water rates and the bulk water rates to our 
partner communities that have a direct impact from this new tower.  This tower will also open up 
additional users that will help increase revenues to the water fund, both within city limits and 
outside of Blair.   

 Some have asked why we need the tower, or why it needs to be in or close to Blair.  We 
need the water tower for additional storage for the city of Blair. We can currently produce up to 
27 million gallons of water per day at WTP, but we only have about 4.5 million gallons of 
storage.  In order to allow the WTP to function smoothly, additional storage capacity is needed to 
allow the draw to come from the storage pools, not the WTP.  There is also a great value in using 
elevated storage for the gravity feed that they provide. If there is water in the tower and the 



power fails, that water will still flow.  No concerns if a storm knocks out power, open a tap and 
water will flow.  There is a redundancy built into the system this way.  We are in the process of 
adding back-up generators for our pump stations, but they can only keep up for so long and may 
not provide 100% of the flow as normal.  Pumps can also only push water so far and with so 
much pressure.  The cost for one pump station is about 2 million, so the cost to pump water to all 
of these locations would far outpace the cost of the tower.  Lastly, we are seeing a trend in 
regional utilities in all types.  For the rural water or Ft Calhoun to construct their own treatment 
plant or tower would be extremely cost-prohibitive.  The city of Blair already provides water to 
Kennard, Rural Water, and Lakeland.  We also have the interconnection line with MUD. This 
expansion of the system will make the entire community better.   

 Justin and Mike will speak more to this, but currently, the Rural Water System has a 
moratorium on new developments in the area.  They simply do not have the water to provide to 
these areas.  Ft Calhoun is also reaching the point where they cannot have proper fire protection 
for the community.  This new tower will help satisfy those growing demands.  We are also seeing 
a lot of demand at the Blair Airport and have a planned 12-inch water main along Hwy 133 to 
meet the demands at the airport for fire protection in the hangars.  Once the new main is 
installed, more areas will be ripe for development along the 133 corridor.  All of which will 
provide additional revenues for the City of Blair's water department.   

Recommendation: Staff would like a motion from the council to support the project and 
authorize staff to move forward with design.  Staff will come back to the council for approval to 
go out for bid when the time comes, and again before receiving any bids.   

Fiscal Impact: Estimated costs are 4 – 5 million. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Why a New Elevated Water Tower Is Needed for Blair and the NRD 

Water towers are a critical part of how safe, reliable drinking water is delivered to homes, farms, 
and businesses. The proposed elevated water tower near Blair is needed to ensure that both the 
City of Blair and the surrounding rural water customers continue to receive adequate water 
pressure, sufficient supply during peak demand, and reliable service during emergencies. 

1. Meeting Today’s Water Demand—and Tomorrow’s Growth 

Water use in Blair and the surrounding rural areas has increased significantly in recent years. 
This is due to community growth, new rural connections, and higher water use during summer 
months, especially from lawn irrigation systems. During peak times, the existing water system is 
operating near its limits. A new elevated water tower provides additional storage so water can be 
pumped and stored during low-use periods and then supplied during high-use times without 
overloading pumps or pipelines. 

2. Consistent Water Pressure for Homes and Farms 

An elevated water tower uses gravity to maintain steady water pressure. Without enough elevated 
storage, pressure can drop during high demand, causing low water flow, especially in higher-
elevation areas. The proposed tower would sit at an elevation similar to the existing tower south 
of Blair, allowing both towers to work together to keep water pressure stable across the city and 
rural service areas. 

3. Improved Fire Protection 

Firefighting requires large volumes of water delivered quickly and at sufficient pressure. The 
existing system does not have enough elevated storage to reliably meet fire flow needs in all 
areas, particularly as the system continues to grow. The new water tower provides a dedicated 
reserve of water that can be immediately available during a fire, improving public safety for 
residents in Blair, Fort Calhoun, and nearby rural areas. 

4. Greater Reliability During Power Outages or Equipment Maintenance 

Water towers store water above ground, which means service can continue even if pumps 
temporarily shut down due to power outages, mechanical issues, or maintenance. This added 
redundancy makes the system more resilient and reduces the risk of service interruptions during 
extreme weather or emergency situations. 

5. Supporting Rural Water Service Expansion 

The NRD has received many requests for new rural water connections north and east of Blair. 
Without additional elevated storage, expanding rural service would strain the existing system and 



reduce reliability for current users. The new tower makes it possible to serve new customers 
while protecting service levels for those already connected. 

6. A More Efficient, Cost-Effective System 

By allowing pumps to operate during off-peak hours and reducing stress on existing facilities, 
the water tower helps extend the life of pumps and pipelines. This reduces long-term 
maintenance costs and helps avoid more expensive emergency repairs in the future. 

In Summary 

The proposed elevated water tower is not just about growth—it is about protecting water 
service today and ensuring reliability for decades to come. It provides stable pressure, 
emergency storage, improved fire protection, and the capacity needed to serve both city and rural 
residents safely and efficiently. 
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1 Purpose  
The Papio Missouri River Natural Resources District (PMRNRD) and the City of Blair (CITY) 

are proceeding with a joint project to expand and improve both the Washington County Rural 

Water System (WCRWS) operated by the PMRNRD and the CITY’s water distribution 

system. 

Both systems are challenged by operating conditions that limit their ability to meet current 

water demands. 

This report is a supplement to the City of Blair Water Master Plan completed in 2016. 

2 Background 

2.1 Rural Water System No. 1 
The PMRNRD operates two rural water systems in Washington County.  The first system 

was constructed in 1980 with water supplied by the Metropolitan Utilities District (MUD) from 

a connection located at North 60th Street and is referred to WCRWS No. 1.  Pressure is 

maintained in the system by means of a pump station located at the point of connection on 

60th Street, approximately 0.75 miles south of Northern Hills Drive.  A 12 IN ductile iron water 

main provides water to the City of Fort Calhoun from the pump station.  An agreement is in 

place between the City of Fort Calhoun and the PMRNRD for two service connections from 

this main.  Fort Calhoun is a bulk user and still maintains their own distribution system.  The 

rural water distribution system is fed from this 12 IN main and expansions have occurred 

over the years.  The rural system currently serves approximately 670 customers and 

consists of small diameter PVC pipe ranging in size from 2 IN to 6 IN. See Figure 1 for the 

system layout and limits. 

The PMRNRD upgraded the pump station in 2018 to replace the variable frequency drive 

controls and the telemetry to improve the system control.  The pumps had been replaced in 

2005 as part of the System No. 2 improvements to allow water to be supplied to the CITY, as 

discussed in greater detail below. 
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Figure 1 
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2.2 Rural Water System No. 2 
WCRWS No. 2 was constructed in 2005 with water supplied by the City of Blair.  The No. 2 

System was developed as a joint project between the CITY and the PMRNRD.  A new pump 

station was constructed in the CITY near the south ground storage reservoir and an elevated 

water tower constructed south of the City adjacent to Highway 133, immediately south of 

County Road P26.  The Highway 133 Elevated Tower has a capacity of one million gallons 

and the tank maintains the pressure in the rural system and the southern portion of the 

CITY.  System No. 2 serves approximately 446 customers with PVC pipes ranging in size 

from 2 IN to 12 IN. See Figure 2 for the system layout and limits. 

The CITY paid for the construction of an interconnection between System No. 1 and No. 2 

including the oversizing of some of the planned mains and additional mains to allow for the 

interconnection to the existing system.  The interconnection was designed to allow water to 

be conveyed from System No. 1 to the Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower in the event 

the CITY lost the ability to provide water to the tower.  The CITY also paid for the 

replacement of the System No. 1 pumps to increase their capacity and operating head to 

enable the pumps to convey water to the Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower.  The 

interconnection has been used multiple times to provide water to the CITY as well as to 

provide water from System No. 2 to System No. 1. 

System No. 2 was expanded in 2016 to provide a second connection to the City of Fort 

Calhoun.  Fort Calhoun does not have a water tower and the west portion of the city is on 

higher ground resulting in low system pressures.  The connection addressed the pressure 

concerns.  The connection was not designed to provide fire flow for the area due to existing 

System No. 2 pressure limitations.  The connection is noted as FC3 on Figure No. 2. 

System No. 2 was expanded in 2016 to provide service to the Lakeland Subdivisions on 

Highway 133.  The five subdivisions were served by the Lakeland Estates Water Company, 

a private system with water provided by wells located throughout the system.  The previous 

privately provided water was not treated and had high levels of iron and manganese.  Home 

treatment units including water softeners were utilized by the residents.  The connection to 

the CITY system through the WCRWS No. 2 allowed the existing wells to be removed from 

service.  Lakeland Water System is a bulk user and still maintains their distribution system. 
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Figure 2 
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2.3 Blair Water Distribution System 
HDR completed a Water Facilities Master Plan (2016 Master Plan) for the City in 2016.  The 

2016 Master Plan was undertaken to address the near-term, short-term, and long-term 

planning for the water system.  The plan evaluated and identified existing system 

deficiencies, growth projections, and system reliability.  The plan did take into consideration 

the planned construction of the Lakeland Subdivisions connection and the Fort Calhoun west 

connection.  

The 2016 Master Plan identified a water storage deficit for the CITY that would have to be 

addressed in the near-term (i.e., 5 to 10 years) of the study.  The existing Highway 133 

Elevated Storage Tower is served by South Pump Station that pulls water from the south 

ground storage reservoir.  Unfortunately, the ability of the existing system to convey water to 

the South Ground Storage Reservoir is limited, which is limiting the amount of water that can 

be conveyed to the Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower.  The 2016 Master Plan 

recommended the implementation of an intermediate pressure zone, construction of a one-

million-gallon elevated storage reservoir, and the construction of a new pump station to 

serve the new reservoir. Figure 3 illustrates the current CITY pressure zones.  Figure 4 

illustrates the CITY pressure zones as proposed in the 2016 Master Plan with the addition of 

the intermediate pressure zone. 



 

 
 

1917 S 67th Street, Omaha, NE  68106-2973 
(402) 399-1000 

hdrinc.com 
 

 

 

Figure 3 
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Figure 4 
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3 Current Conditions 
Both the PMRNRD and the CITY have experienced significant demand increases in recent 

years.  Part of demand increases is due to the system expansions and partly due to the 

increased use of home sprinkler systems.  Both rural water systems have had steady 

increases in the number of customers and the system demands have reflected the additional 

flows.  The pump station that serves System No. 1 was operated near the operational limit 

for a substantial portion of the 2023 summer due to the ongoing drought conditions.  

Likewise, the CITY experienced significant demand challenges and were constrained in their 

ability to provide water to the Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower.  The problem was 

exacerbated by the construction of the south bypass and the removal of a 12 IN main from 

service that provides water to the Highway 133 Elevated Tower. 

The PMRNRD continues to receive requests for new services connections for both rural 

systems. 

Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) ceased operations of their power generating facility 

located on US Highway 75 east of Blair.  The facility was served by a 12 IN water main 

constructed in 2007.  The main is largely unused except for the minor domestic flow at the 

OPPD facility and the residential services connected to the main.  The main to the OPPD 

facility falls within the proposed intermediate pressure zone.  The under-utilized 12 IN main 

provides an opportunity for the expansion of the rural water system. 

3.1 Proposed Rural Water System Expansion 
Washington County is in the process of updating their comprehensive plan.  The area east of 

Highway 133 has been designated for continued residential, acreage development.  This 

area is primarily served by System No. 2.  The PMRNRD has been approached by several 

landowners about providing water service to the area north of the current System No. 2 

service area.   

A preliminary design was completed of the unserved rural area north of the current System 

No. 2 service area, south of Highway 75.  The locations of existing homes were identified 

from available aerial photography and confirmed by visual observations by HDR personnel.  

A distribution system was developed to serve all the existing homes and businesses.  The 

distribution system was sized based on the existing homes.  Figure 5 shows the proposed 

rural water system expansion. 

3.2 System Analysis 
The 2016 Master Plan evaluated the existing distribution system including the pump stations 

and storage for the current conditions and the projected 2035 design year.  The evaluation 

considered the land use planning, population projections, and anticipated developments.  

The plan did not consider the expansion of the rural water system.  The water usage for the 

CITY is based on recently provided actual meter readings and projected for the anticipated 

system expansion.  The water distribution model was developed using the current GIS 

information provided by the CITY.  The assumptions for the demand loads including fire flow 

are included in the 2016 Master Plan. 

The water usage for the rural water system is based on current meter data provided by the 

PMRNRD including flow data for the City of Fort Calhoun.  The typical water usage for the 
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existing water system was applied to the potential users of the proposed system expansion.  

Rural water systems are not designed for fire flow.  The current water usage data does 

reflect the use of lawn irrigation systems by some of the current customers.  The water 

distribution model was developed using the plan information for the rural systems.  HDR had 

recently updated the hydraulic analysis of the rural water system. 
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Figure 5 
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4 Recommended Improvements 
The PMRNRD considered the construction of an elevated water tower to meet the growing 

System No. 1 demands.  The existing MUD connection is operating at maximum capacity 

and the pump station that is serving System No. 1 is at capacity.  The largest system 

demand occurs in the morning when the sprinkler systems are operating and then drops off 

during the day.  The proposed elevated tower would be filled during the non-peak times to 

address the peak demands.  An elevated tower for System No. 1 would allow for minimal 

system expansion due to the limited supply from MUD.   

Likewise, the CITY planned to proceed with the recommendations of the master plan to 

implement the intermediate pressure zone improvements to address their system demands 

which included a new pump station and elevated water tower. 

The CITY and the PMRNRD have decided to jointly pursue a solution to address their water 

system challenges. 

The following are the recommended system improvements: 

1. Construct a new pump station for the City of Blair.  The new pump station would 

be located on Highway 75 south of Wilber Street. 

2. Construct a new elevated water tower for the City of Blair.  The new elevated 

water tower would be located south of Highway 75 on County Road P35.   

3. Relocate PRV No. 3 to the east of the intersection of Highway 75 and Bridgeview 

Drive. 

4. Close the isolation valve south of the intersection of Highway 30 and Ridgeview 

Road, north of the 8 IN tee for the main from the South Pump Station. 

5. Remove PRV No. 1 from service and open the valve. 

6. Install a third pump with a variable frequency drive (VFD) in the Black Elk Pump 

Station that matches the existing pumps. 

7. Construct a new 12 IN water main from Highway 75 along County Road P35 to 

the new elevated water tower.  The new main would connect to the City’s 

Highway 75 12 IN main.  The main would extend from the elevated water tower 

south adjacent to County Road P35 and connect to the PMRNRD 12 IN main 

located adjacent to County Road P32 at the intersection of County Road P35. 

8. Open the 12 IN interconnection between System Nos. 1 and 2 at the intersection 

of County Roads P39 and P34. 

9. Close the isolation valve south of where the interconnection main connects to the 

12 IN main on County Road P43 that serves Fort Calhoun at the intersection of 

County Road 38. 

10. Complete the property owner survey for the unserved rural area north of System 

No. 2.  Proceed with the preliminary design of the rural water system expansion 

once sufficient interest indicates that the system expansion is viable. 

The proposed changes are significantly different than what was envisioned in the 2016 

Master Plan.  The proposed approach in the 2016 Master Plan was to construct an elevated 

water tower adjacent to the existing ground storage reservoir and create an intermediate 

pressure zone that would serve Highway 75 and the north portion of Highway 30.  

Unfortunately, the elevation of the proposed tower location would not address the rural water 
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service supply challenges and would not allow for the expansion of the rural system.  The 

ground elevation at the ground storage reservoir is 50 FT lower in elevation than the 

Highway 133 Elevated Tower site.   

The intermediate pressure zone as proposed in the 2016 Master Plan would have resulted in 

the removal of the Black Elk Pump Station and Ground Storage Reservoir from service.  The 

Ground Storage Reservoir is filled by the high service pumps located at the water treatment 

plant.  Pressure in the Black Elk pressure zone is maintained by the pump station with water 

pulled from the Ground Storage Reservoir.  The area would have been served by the new 

elevated tower and proposed Highway 75 Pump Station.  The one-million-gallon ground 

reservoir was constructed in 1978 is reported by City personnel to be in good condition.   

The revised approach results in the proposed elevated water tower being constructed at a 

location with approximately the same ground elevation as the existing Highway 133 Elevated 

Storage Tower.  The high-water level for the proposed tower would match the existing tower 

and the two towers would operate in common, serving the same service area including the 

north portion of the rural water system.  The proposed Highway 75 Pump Station and the 

existing South Pump Station would operate in common.  The pump stations would be 

operated in a lead-lag scenario.  One station would operate initially to maintain the water 

level in both elevated water towers and then shut down once the water level reaches the 

preset elevation.  The second station would begin operation if the first pump station is not 

able to keep up with the system demands.  The stations would alternate on which station 

would start first to meet the initial demand. 

The proposed changes revise the boundaries of the two rural water systems with a portion of 

System No. 1 being transferred to System No. 2 including Fort Calhoun. 

Figure 6 illustrates the proposed rural water distribution systems boundaries. 

Figure 7 illustrates the proposed CITY pressure zones. 

The proposed approach provides the following benefits: 

1. The CITY addresses the system supply shortfall to the Highway 133 Elevated 

Storage Tower.  The Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower can be served by the 

proposed Highway 75 Pump Station as well as by the existing South Pump Station.   

2. Operating the two elevated towers and associated pump stations in common results 

in a robust, flexible system.  The change decreases the demand on the South Pump 

Station thereby increasing its service life and allows flexibility for maintenance and 

outages. 

3. The Fort Calhoun demand and a portion of the rural users would be moved from the 

System No. 1 Pump Station.  The Fort Calhoun demand is a significant amount of the 

demand on System No. 1.  The proposed change reduces the demand on the 

System No. 1 pump station and allows for continued development within the System 

No. 1 service area.  The removal of the Fort Calhoun demand decreases the demand 

on the System No. 1 Pump Station thereby increasing the service life of the pumps. 

4. Fort Calhoun fire demand would be addressed by the two elevated towers. 

5. The Black Elk Ground Storage Reservoir would remain in service. 

6. The Black Elk Service area would be increased.  Moving a portion of the demand 

from the Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower to the Black Elk Service Area would 
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increase the water turn over within the Black Elk Ground Storage Reservoir and 

decrease the demand on the South Pump Station and Highway 133 Elevated 

Storage Reservoir.  The expansion of the Black Elk Service Area would reduce the 

system pressure for the north Highway 30 area, which were extremely high. 

7. The proposed pump addition at the Black Elk Pump Station would result in greater 

firefighting reliability for the service area. 

8. The City’s 12 IN Highway 75 water main that used to serve the OPPD power plant 

would have increased use. 

9. The PMRNRD can begin planning for the expansion north of System No. 2. 

10. The PMRNRD would be purchasing more water from the CITY. 
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Figure 6 
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Figure 7 
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4.1 Detailed Breakdown – City of Blair 

4.1.1 Highway 75 Pump Station 

The new pump station would be constructed on the east side of US Highway 75, south of 

Wilber Street, north of Maple Drive.  Figure 8 for the proposed Highway 75 Pump Station site 

layout. 

The proposed station would be an above ground package station, like the pump station 

recently installed at the south reservoir site.  The station exterior can be provided with a 

residential looking exterior.  An isolation valve would be installed in the existing 12 IN main 

to allow flow to be directed to the pump station.  Connections to the existing main would be 

accomplished by wet taps. The current firm capacity of the South Pump Station is 

approximately 1,100 gpm. 

Scenario ADD, gpm MDD*, gpm Additional Firm 
Capacity Required 

Current 550 1100 0 

Future w/ Black Elk 
Expansion 630 1300 

200 

Future w/o Black Elk 
Expansion 750 1500 

400 

*Note: Assumes a maximum day peaking factor of 2.0. This factor should be confirmed. 

The pump station is recommended to be equipped with pumps that provide a firm capacity of 

1 MGD or 700 gpm.   

The existing 12 IN water main is located within Highway 75 ROW.  The proposed pump 

station would be located on private property.  Property acquisition would be required.  A 

concrete drive would be constructed next to the station for Public Works employee access.  

The site would be fenced. 

A pressure reducing vault (PRV) is located at the south end of Maple Drive on the west side 

of the turnaround.  The PRV is located on a 12 IN main that connects the Highway 133 

Elevated Storage Tower to the Highway 75 water main and was designed to reduce the 

pressure in the main that served OPPD.  PRV’s allow flow in one direction.  The PRV would 

be removed and reinstalled on the 12 IN main on the south side of Highway 75, east of the 

Bridgeview Road intersection.  The isolation valve in the 12 IN main would be opened to 

allow the Highway 75 Pump Station and South Pump Station to operate in common through 

the 12 IN main.  The pipe connections where the PRV is removed would be capped. 

A new 12 IN water main would be constructed adjacent to County Road P35 from Highway 

75 south to the new elevated tower location near the intersection of County Road P33.  A 

casing was installed under the new bypass paving in anticipation of this main. 

4.1.2 County Road P33 Elevated Storage Tank 

The proposed elevated tower would be located near the intersection of County Roads P33 

and P35.  The tower would likely be a composite tank, similar to the Highway 133 Elevated 

Storage Tower.  The new tower would have a capacity of one million gallons.  The high-

water level would be El. 1490, which matches the high-water level of the Highway 133 

Storage Elevated Tower.  The tank would be approximately 125 FT tall.  Property acquisition 

would be required.  The tank site would include an access drive and security fencing.  Figure 

9 for the County Road P33 Elevated Storage Tower site layout. 



 

 
 

1917 S 67th Street, Omaha, NE  68106-2973 
(402) 399-1000 

hdrinc.com 
 

 

 

Water system storage volume is comprised of five separate components which are 

illustrated in Figure 4-1: 

• Operating Volume 

• Equalizing Volume  

• Fire Flow Volume 

• Standby Volume 

• Dead Volume 

 

FIGURE 4-1 STORAGE COMPONENTS 

The dead storage volume is not applicable for the proposed elevated tower discussion.  The 

dead storage volume relates to standpipe reservoirs.  The proposed low water elevation for 

the tower addresses the minimum pressure requirement. 

Operational Storage Volume 

Operational volume is the water above the high-water storage elevations set by City 

operations staff.  Operational volumes are subtracted from total storage to determine the 

effective storage available for equalizing, emergency, and fire flow. 

Equalization Volume 

Equalization volume is the total volume needed to moderate daily fluctuations in diurnal 

demands during periods when the demand exceeds the capacity of the supply system. The 

equalizing volume is calculated as the difference between the peak hour demand and the 

maximum hour demand for 6 hours. Equalizing volume requirements are greatest on the day 

of maximum demand. Operation of a properly balanced system results in replenishment of 

storage facilities during times of day when the demand curve is below the capacity of the 

supply system and depletion of storage facilities when the demand exceeds the supply 

capacity. 

 

Projected demands taken from Section 3 with the projected City 2035 demand projections, 

rural water system expansion, and proposed Black Elk pressure zone modifications. 

Fire Suppression Volume 
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The required fire suppression volume is typically designated by zoning type. The maximum 

fire suppression demand of 1,000 gpm was given as a requirement by the City of Blair for 

the 2016 Master Plan and was used as the fire flow demand for the combined zone 

(including Fort Calhoun). For the purpose of this study, it was assumed that this volume is 

required for 4 hours.  

Standby or Emergency Volume 

Emergency volume is required to supply reasonable system demands during a foreseeable 

system emergency or outage. A key concept is that establishing standby volume involves 

planning for reasonable system outages; those that can be expected to occur under normal 

operating conditions, such as a pipeline failure, power outage, valve failure or issue with the 

river intake. Major system emergencies, such as those created by an earthquake, tornado, 

flood, or other very significant natural event, are intended to be covered by emergency 

system operations planning, since construction of sufficient reserve volume to accommodate 

sustained system demands under emergency conditions is not economically feasible. The 

recommended emergency storage volume for normal operating conditions is equal to the 

average day demand for 12 hours (at a minimum.  

Table 4-1 Storage Capacity Analysis for South Pressure Zone 

Required Storage Calculations 

  Operational Storage (MG) 0.10 

  Equalizing Storage (MG) 0.81 

  Fire Flow Storage (MG) 0.24 

 Standy or Emergency Storage (MG) 0.54 

  Total Required Storage (MG) 1.69 

Existing Elevated Storage (MG) 

  Total Existing Storage (MG) 1.00 

Storage Surplus/(Deficiency) (MG) -0.69 

   

 

The minimum recommended capacity of the proposed elevated tower is 0.69 MG.  A 1.0 MG 

tower was used for the cost estimate.  The capacity of the tower will be set during the final 

design. It is recommended to monitor the actual peak hour and maximum day demands for 

the combined zone to refine the peaking factors in this analysis before committing to a final 

storage size.  

4.1.3 Black Elk Service Area Modifications 

The Black Elk Service Area modifications consist of closing the isolation valve on the 12 IN 

main on the east side of Highway 30, south of Ridgeview Road.  An 8 IN main conveys 

water from the South Pump Station to the 12 IN main on Highway 30 that serves the 
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Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower.  The area north of the isolation valve would become 

part of the Black Elk Service Area. 

PRV 1 would be removed from service by closing the connecting valves and opening the 

main isolation valve to allow water to flow to the south and serve the expanded Black Elk 

Service Area. 

The expansion of the Black Elk Service Area can be implemented at any time to improve the 

water turnover within the ground storage reservoir, reduce the system pressure on the north 

portion of Highway 30, and remove a portion of the demand from the South Pump Station.  

The proposed change does not have a cost component. 

The Black Elk Pump Station was constructed in 1978 consists of two pumps with piping 

connections and space provided for a third pump.  One pump normally operates to maintain 

pressure in the system.  Both pumps are necessary for fire flow conditions.  Ten State 

Standards recommends pump stations be designed to meet the maximum pumping 

requirements with one pump out of service which is defined as firm capacity.  The Black Elk 

Pump Station does not meet this requirement.  The station cannot provide the required fire 

flow demand with one pump out of service.  The addition of the third pump would allow the 

station to meet the firm capacity requirement and provide redundancy for maintenance of the 

existing pumps.  VFDs were installed for the existing pumps in 2002.  The new pump would 

also be equipped with a VFD. 

4.1.4 Summary of City of Blair Improvements  

The following is a summary of anticipated project costs for the CITY improvements: 

 County Road P33 Elevated Storage Tower and Site Piping: $4,226,634 

 Highway 75 Pump Station and PRV Relocation:     1,968,464  

 Black Elk Pump Station Modification:          469,700 

 Land, Fees:               67,600 

 Total:         $6,672,398 

The preliminary opinion of probable cost for the proposed CITY improvements are included 

in Appendix A. 
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Figure 8 
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Figure 9 
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4.2 Detailed Breakdown – PMRNRD 
The unserved rural area north of System No. 2 is roughly bounded on the west by County 

Road P35, on the northeast by US Highway 75, and on the south by County Road 30 

extended.  The area is populated by farms, acreages, and a few small businesses.  The 

proposed expansion would serve approximately 258 users if everyone connected.  There are 

new subdivisions and acreages under construction in this area. 

A preliminary rural water system layout has been developed for the proposed rural water 

system expansion to serve the unserved area identified above.  Figure 6 illustrates the 

preliminary system layout and identifies potential customers in the area that was used in the 

development of the water system planning.  A detailed schematic plan is included in 

Appendix C. 

The proposed system expansion consists of water mains ranging in size from 2 IN to 12 IN.   

A new 12 IN main would be constructed from the proposed County Road P33 Elevated 

Storage Tower beginning at the intersection of County Road P33 and P35.  A meter would 

be set with a connection to the existing 6 IN main located on County Road P33 to provide 

system operational flexibility.  The new 12 IN main would be located adjacent to County 

Road P35 and extend to County Road P32 and connect to the existing 12 IN main located 

on the north side of P32.  The 6 IN and smaller pipes would be fed from this main.   

A connection to the existing CITY Highway 75 12 IN main would occur at the termination of 

the 12 IN main near the OPPD plant entrance.  A new 6 IN main would be constructed along 

Highway 75 and County Road 41 to serve the De Soto area.  A meter pit would be installed 

at the point of connection to the existing main. 

The expansion would include connections to the existing rural system including to the 6 IN 

main on County Road 39, north of County Road P32 and to the 8 IN main at the intersection 

of County Road P39 and Paradise Hill Lane.  The existing mains were sized to allow for the 

eventual expansion of the rural water system. 

The following is a summary of anticipated project costs for the WCRWS improvements: 

 Rural Water System, Full Build Out: $6,401,524 

The preliminary opinion of probable cost for the proposed CITY improvements are included 

in Appendix B. 

5 Implementation Plan 
The demands on the CITY and PMRNRD water systems are pressing.  The PMRNRD 

System No. 1 Pump Station were operating at near capacity a substantial portion of last 

summer and the CITY was challenged to maintain the water level in the Highway 133 

Elevated Storage Tower. 

We recommend the following steps to address the challenges faced by the water systems: 

1. Implement the modifications to the Black Elk Service Area. 

2. Begin preliminary design for the proposed Blair water system improvements as 

outlined above.   
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3. Begin rural system interest survey. 

4. Pursue funding. 

5. Begin coordinating with Fort Calhoun and Washington County. 

5.1 Black Elk Service Area Modification 
The proposed expansion of the Black Elk Service Area can be accomplished immediately 

and without cost.  The proposed expansion of the Black Elk Service Area would remove a 

portion of the demand from the Highway 133 Elevated Storage Tower and transfer it to the 

Black Elk Service Area resulting in increased turnover of the water in the Black Elk Ground 

Storage Reservoir, reduced demand on the South Pump Station, and reduction in the 

system pressures on the north portion of Highway 30. 

We recommend monitoring the pressures on Skyline Drive after the service area change is 

made to confirm the accuracy of the hydraulic modeling.  Skyline Drive would be the new 

high point in the service area and confirmation of the system pressure at this location would 

determine whether the change is detrimental to the residents. 

5.2 Preliminary Design 
The preliminary design will address the final sizing and timing of the proposed elevated 

storage tower and Highway 75 pump station.  We recommend implementing the proposed 

rural water service area changes that results in Fort Calhoun being served entirely the City 

of Blair.  This test would be completed after the 12 IN main from the South Pump Station has 

been returned to service and the system is operating as it was before the start of the south 

bypass project.  The confirmation test would include hydrant flow testing and pressure 

monitoring in Fort Calhoun to confirm fire flow conditions are being met.  The SCADA 

information will confirm the assumed performance of the Blair distribution system. 

The confirmation testing will also inform the schedule for the proposed pump station and 

elevated storage tower improvements.  The existing water tower in conjunction with the 

proposed County Road P35 water main may provide the required infrastructure to allow 

removal of Fort Calhoun from the WCRWS No. 1 Service Area, thereby reducing demand on 

the 60th Street Pump Station.  The construction of the proposed elevated storage tower and 

pump station possibly could be delayed, depending on the results of the confirmation testing. 

Funding agencies typically require development of the design through 30 percent to allow 

the cost estimates to be further advanced.  The preliminary design for the CITY 

improvements would include topographic survey of the proposed County Road Elevated 

Storage Tower site and Highway 75 Pump Station site; geotechnical investigation for the 

elevated storage tower; refinement of the system hydraulics; and finalization of the land 

acquisition requirements for the elevated storage tower and the pump station.  Tract 

descriptions would be developed for the property acquisitions. 

The preliminary design for the PMRNRD improvements would begin after the potential user 

survey is complete.  This report assumes all existing residents would connect to the rural 

system which is not likely for a variety of reasons with primary issue being cost.  The survey 

would be conducted by PMRNRD personnel, and the results provided to HDR to inform the 

design.  A new system layout would be completed after the survey is complete and decisions 

made on the extents of the initial system.  It may not be financially viable to serve some 

residents at this time due to a limited amount of customer interest and financial viability.  The 
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preliminary design would include the finalization of the water main alignments including the 

sides of the road, hydraulic model update to confirm the pipe sizes, and hydrant locations.  

The following is the anticipated design and construction schedule assuming all of the 

proposed improvements are implemented immediately: 

CITY Improvements: 

 Preliminary Design  Jun. 2024 – Oct. 2024 

 Final Design    Nov. 2024 – Jul. 2025 

 Construction   Jan. 2026 – May 2027 

PMRNRD Improvements 

 Potential User Survey  May 2024 – Oct. 2024 

 Preliminary Design  Nov. 2024 – Mar. 2025 

 Final Design   Apr. 2025 – Aug. 2026 

 Construction   Oct. 2026 – Sep. 2027 

The schedule for the CITY improvements is driven by the lead times for pumps and 

equipment.   

5.3 Funding 
The proposed improvements represent a substantial capital expense for both the CITY and 

the PMRNRD.   

We recommend that the CITY and PMRNRD explore available state and federal programs 

for funding and financing opportunities.  The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) increased 

the amount of funding to state revolving fund (SRF) programs.  Some of these programs can 

include grants or loan forgiveness. Additional funding through BIL is available through 2027 

and projects eligible for federal assistance could be prioritized while BIL funding is available.  

In Nebraska, NDEE administers the SRF and should be consulted about funding and project 

eligibility.  Other programs such as EPA’s Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act 

(WIFIA) can allow the CITY and PMRNRD to borrow at U.S. Treasury rates and defer 

repayment until after substantial completion of a project.  It is recommended to develop a 

funding and financing strategy to align available funding opportunities to specific projects or 

project types.  At a minimum, this plan should evaluate and summarize the benefits and 

requirements for the following programs:  

a. Nebraska Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) – A low interest water 

infrastructure loan program that is administered by NDEE with EPA oversight. Some 

loan forgiveness is available for disadvantaged communities. In Nebraska, this is 

defined as water systems serving populations less than 10,000. It is recommended to 

meet with NDEE to communicate the water system needs to determine if any of the 

recommended improvements could qualify for loan forgiveness.  

b. America Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) – The American Rescue Plan (ARPA) provided 

funding for state and local governments for community improvements and 

infrastructure projects.  ARPA funding must be allocated by December 31st, 2024, 

which is likely not possible unless the allocation dates are extended. 
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c. Economic Development Administration (EDA) Grants – The Public Works and 

Economic Adjustment Assistance Program through the EDA provides funding for 

utility projects that stimulate development in rural and disadvantaged areas. 

d. EPA Grants – The EPA administers grant funding for water infrastructure projects 

through several grant programs.  Most programs will have an emphasis on climate 

change and supporting rural and disadvantaged communities. 

The proposed improvements address key priorities for funding agencies including 

consolidation of water systems, improved redundancy, resiliency, and serving unserved rural 

residents.   

5.4 Fort Calhoun and Washington County Coordination 
The proposed improvements would provide benefits for the City of Fort Calhoun and 

Washington County.   

Fire protection for the City of Fort Calhoun is limited to the capacity of the System No. 1 

Pump Station and the agreed upon maximum flow from System No. 1.  The west portion of 

the City receives water from System No. 2 but the flow is not adequate for fire protection due 

to the size of the rural water mains, pressure reducing valves, and the requirement to 

maintain pressure for the upstream rural users.  The proposed improvements would allow 

the City to draw from two elevated reservoirs to meet their fire flow demand and future 

system expansion. 

We recommend meeting with City officials to discuss the proposed improvements including 

how the proposed improvements will benefit the City and ask for participation by the City in 

pursuing the funding applications.  This report does not address improvements to the City’s 

distribution system that may be necessary to accommodate the required flow. 

Washington County would benefit from the proposed improvements through continued 

development in accordance with their comprehensive plan.  Development in this portion of 

the County is limited by the lack of water and lack of quality water.  The proposed 

improvements would make the expanded rural service area more desirable for development.  

In addition, the proposed improvements would allow for future expansion in the Cities of Blair 

and Fort Calhoun, thus improving the tax base. 

We recommend meeting with County officials to discuss the proposed improvements and 

discuss County involvement in the funding application process.  The County provided 

funding during the development of System No. 2 for the increased water main sizes to 

accommodate future development.  County officials understood the potential expansion of 

the proposed rural system and the necessity of providing for that expansion.  The County 

may want to provide funding for increased water main sizes to accommodate future 

development. 

Coordination with the County during preliminary design would be necessary to understand 

the planned and potential developments within the proposed service area.  As noted, new 

developments are under construction and likely more are planned.  An understanding of the 

planned road improvements will also be critical to the water system design. 
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Appendix A - City of Blair Detailed Opinion 

of Probable Project Costs 
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Appendix B - PMRNRD Detailed Opinion of 

Probable Project Costs 
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Appendix C - Schematic Plans Proposed 

Rural Water System Expansion 
 



MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Mayor and City Council 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  3/24/26    

Re:  Black Elk Pump Station Bid Award 

 Two bids were received for the Black Elk Pump Station Improvements.  Both bids were 
received under the engineering cost estimates of $1,213,000.00.  The two bids were as follows: 

Eriksen Construction - $845,350.00 

Crossland Heavy Contractors - $996,000.00 

HDR has reviewed the bids and recommended awarding the contract to Eriksen Construction.  
The city has a proven track record of good work with Eriksen Construction, and staff agree with 
the recommendation from HDR. 

Due to long lead times for equipment, staff do not expect to see a lot of work on the ground until 
early 2027.   

Recommendation: Acceptance of the bid from Eriksen Construction in the amount of 
$845,350.00. 

Fiscal Impact: $845,350.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 

WHEREAS, two bids were received for modifications to the Black Elk Pump Station 

Project; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest proposal, attached as Exhibit “A” was submitted by Eriksen 

Construction Co. Inc., for Eight Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars 

($845,350.00); 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council accept the bid submitted by Eriksen Construction 

Co., Inc., and acknowledge that a notice to proceed will not be issued until SRF or other funding 

is secured. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the lowest proposal submitted by Eriksen 

Construction Co. Inc. in the amount of Eight Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Three Hundred Fifty 

Dollars ($845,350.00) for modifications to the Black elk Pump Station be awarded with the 

understanding that a notice to proceed will not be issued until SRF or other funding is secured and 

the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute a 

contract between the City of Blair and Eriksen Construction Co. Inc., the same on behalf of the 

municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 
WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -. UPON ROLL 
CALL, COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS -VOTING 
‘NAY”, THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND 
APPROVED THIS 24th DAY OF MARCH 2026. 
 
 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
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     BY: ___________________________________ 
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
(SEAL) 
 
STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    ) ss: 
WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 24th day of 
March 2026. 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
 



 

hdrinc.com  

 1917 South 67th St., Omaha, NE  68114-4098 
(402) 399-1000 

 

February 9, 2026 

Mr. Charles Heaton 

City of Blair 

218 South 16th Street 

Blair, NE  68008-1674 

 

RE: Black Elk Pump Station Modifications Project 

 HDR Project No:  10417756 

 

Dear Mr. Heaton, 

The City of Blair, Nebraska opened bids for the Black Elk Pump Station Modifications Project on February 4th, 

2026. The Engineer’s Project Manager, Steven Hanna, attended the bid opening. Two (2) bids were received 

for this project with results of the bidding provided on the attached bid tabulations summary.  

The Low Bid received was received from Eriksen Construction Company, Inc. in the amount of $845,350.00.    

The other bid received was received from Crossland Heavy Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $996,000.00. 

The Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Construction Cost (OPCC) was $1,213,000.00.  

HDR recommends the award of the Black Elk Pump Station Modifications Project in the amount of 

$845,350.00 to: 

 Eriksen Construction Company, Inc.  

 2456 South Hwy 30 

 Blair, NE  68008 

 

HDR and the City of Blair have successfully worked with Eriksen Construction Company, Inc. in the past on 

several water and wastewater projects and are familiar with their quality of work.  Eriksen Construction 

Company is qualified to perform this work.  

 

Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering 

 

 
 

Steven Hanna, P.E.  

Project Manager 



BID TABULATION

PROJECT: City of Blair, NE

$1,213,000

OWNER: City of Blair, NE

ENGINEER: HDR Inc.

BID DATE: February 4th, 2026 Bidder No. 1 Bidder No. 2 

Eriksen Construction Co. 

Inc. 

Crossland Heavy 

Contractors, Inc.

Bid Item Number Bid Item Description Quantity Unit Total Price Total Price

1 Instrumentation for Process Control 1 LS $99,488.00
(1)

$99,488.00
(1)

2

All Remaining Work for the Black Elk Pump 

Station Modifications Project 1 LS $745,862.00 $896,512.00

$845,350.00 $996,000.00
(1)

Price provided to Bidders on bid 

form by Owner/Engineer. 

(1)
Price provided to Bidders on bid 

form by Owner/Engineer. 

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

BID SCHEDULE

ENGINEER'S OPINION OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST: BASE BID

Black Elk Pump Station Modifications Project

Bid Security

Addendum No. 1 Acknowledged

TOTAL Lump Sum Base Bid Price (Bid Items No. 1 and 2)

Page 1 of 1





















































































































MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Mayor and City Council 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  3/24/26    

Re:  Cauble Creek Trail Repairs 

 During the rain events in August 2025, several creek areas around town suffered a lot of 
erosion.  Cauble Creek washed out a section of the bike trail behind the Good Shepherd Home.  
Staff have been working with contractors and engineers on the best solution to fix this trail.  Staff 
reached out to a few firms to provide a scope of services; one was received from Houston 
Engineering in the amount of $44,631.00.  Staff have also been working with FEMA and NEMA 
on disaster assistance.  The scope will include coordinating with these agencies and developing 
two repair plans.  One will put the trail and banks back to pre-storm conditions, and the other 
will design for a mitigated and improved retaining wall and trail.  This is a FEMA requirement to 
help determine the amount of assistance we will receive.  Once the design is done, staff will 
return to the council for approval to get bids for the work, and should have a better idea of 
assistance from FEMA and NEMA. 

Recommendation: Acceptance of the scope and fee from Houston Engineering for $44,631.00 

Fiscal Impact: $44,631.00 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 

WHEREAS, on proposal was received for the engineering of reconstruction and 

stormwater/erosion work along the Cauble Creek Trail;  

WHEREAS, the only proposal, attached as Exhibit “A”, was submitted by Houston 

Engineering in the amount of Forty-Four Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-One Dollars ($44,632.00). 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposal submitted by Houston 

Engineering in the amount of Forty-Four Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-One Dollars ($44,632.00) 

for engineering services for reconstruction and stormwater/erosion work be awarded and the 

Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract 

between the City of Blair and Houston Construction, the same on behalf of the municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 
WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -. UPON ROLL 
CALL, COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING 
‘NAY”, THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND 
APPROVED THIS 24th DAY OF MARCH 2026. 
 
 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
     BY: ___________________________________ 
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
(SEAL) 
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STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    ) ss: 
WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 24th day of 
March 2026.  
 
      _____________________________________ 
      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
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CLIENT/OWNER SERVICES AGREEMENT 

PROJECT NAME:  City of Blair FEMA Channel Repairs  

HOUSTON JOB NO.:  0074-0002  HOUSTON PROJ. MGR.:  Ethan Miller  

CLIENT/OWNER NAME:  City of Blair  

CLIENT/OWNER ADDRESS:  218 S. 16th Street Blair, NE 68008  

CLIENT/OWNER PHONE NO.:  402-426-6695  CLIENT/OWNER CONTACT:  CJ Heaton  

 

 
This Client/Owner Services Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into effective as of this  3  day of  March , 20 26 , (“Effective 

Date”) by and between HOUSTON ENGINEERING, INC. (“Houston”) and City of Blair    

(“Client”). 

Recitals 
 
A. Client has requested Houston to perform certain professional services in connection with a project generally referred to as 

Cit of Blair FEMA Channel Repairs  (“Project”). 
 

B. Houston desires to provide the professional services requested by Client in accordance with this Agreement.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, Houston and 

Client agree as follows: 
 
1. Services.  Houston shall perform the services set forth in Attachment A (“Services”) in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

this Agreement.   
 
2. Term of Agreement.  This Agreement shall commence on the date first stated above, and Houston is authorized to commence 

performance of the Services as of that date.  This Agreement shall terminate on  July 31 , 20 26 , unless terminated earlier pursuant to the 
terms and conditions of this Agreement.  

 
3. Attachments.  The Attachments below, which have been marked for inclusion, are hereby specifically incorporated into and made a 

part of this Agreement: 

☒  ATTACHMENT A - SERVICES (Houston assumes no responsibility to perform any services not specifically listed.) 

☒  ATTACHMENT B - GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

☐  ATTACHMENT C -                                                                                                                                                                           

☐  ATTACHMENT D -                                                                                                                                                                           

☒  FEE SCHEDULE - DATED February 10, 2026. 

☐  ALTA/NSPS LAND TITLE SURVEY RIDER 

 
4. Compensation. 

$                               Lump Sum Fee - Based on the Services defined herein 

$  44,631 ________  Estimated Fee - Client invoiced on an hourly basis commensurate with the attached Fee Schedule 

$                               Percentage of Estimated Construction Cost 

$                               Other -                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the date first above written: 

 
CLIENT/OWNER  HOUSTON ENGINEERING, INC. 

 
BY:    BY:   
 AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE   AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 
 
TITLE:                                                           TITLE:                                                           
 
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN ONE COPY TO HOUSTON AT THE U.S. MAIL OR ELECTRONIC MAIL ADDRESS ABOVE 

Omaha Office 
12702 Westport Parkway #300 

Omaha, NE 68138 
P: (402) 502-7131 | F: (402) 932-6940 

Email: ContractNotices@houstoneng.com 
 
 

Project Manager
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Attachment A – Scope of Services 
The following task descriptions are for the Cauble Creek Right Bank Repair (Project), adjacent to 
Cauble Creek and North of College Drive within the City of Blair. The intent of the project is to assess 
the above-mentioned site for FEMA repairs from flooding damage on August 9, 2025 and design a 
suitable repair for the damaged right bank and trail.  The tasks are associated with the hours in the 
accompanying fee spreadsheet. It is understood that the efforts are based on an estimation of what is 
known today and may ultimately require more or less effort per task. If at any time during the execution 
of this contract, HEI believes that the total hours expended will exceed the contract amount; they will 
notify City of Blair immediately. 

1 PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

Task 1.1. Monthly Invoicing and Project Updates  

Monthly invoicing and project status updates. Includes attendance of one City Council meeting for 
contract approval.  

Task 1.2. Client and FEMA Coordination 

Includes coordination with the City on FEMA processes and requirements. Assumes the City will 
handle meetings and deliverables to FEMA with Houston assistance. Assumes the City will handle 
landowner coordination and access easement as well as any interdepartmental coordination (parks, 
street, etc.). 

2 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS 

Task 2.1. Topographic Site Survey 

Includes collection of topographic survey of site conditions for use in preliminary and final design. 
Assumes one visit for survey collection.  

Task 2.2. Geotechnical Analysis and Technical Memorandum 

Geotechnical analysis for slope stabilization for pre-storm (as-is) replacement of structure and 
sheetpile alternative. Assumes no new geophysical exploration, subsurface investigation, or field 
sampling. Geotechnical analyses will be performed using the best available existing subsurface 
information obtained through a desktop review and historic boring records, if available. Geotechnical 
parameters used in the analyses may be estimated based on published references, industry 
standards, and engineering judgement. Also includes a geotechnical TM that describes methods, 
results, and recommendations on project design.  

Task 2.2. Slope Repair Preliminary Design 

Drafting concept level design pre-storm and sheetpile alternative to guide discussion and selection of 
recommended alternative. Includes site plan views of both alternatives with typical design details.  
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3 FINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS 

Task 3.1. Final Design of Selected Alternative 

Perform final design of the selected alternative. Includes developing layout, required dimensions and 
sizing, material selection, and project sequencings/construction logistics for establishing stable 
channel conditions and protection of adjacent landowner buildings.  

Task 3.2. Construction Plans and Drafting 

Develop and draft construction plan sheets for grading and site plans, alignments, profiles, and details 
required for construction with Final submittal after alternatives selection being sole milestone including 
final estimated construction quantities and costs.  

Task 3.3. Construction Specifications and Front End Documents 

Prepare technical project specifications using the City‘s most recent front-end specifications with all 
required technical information for the City’s review. Specifications will be complete with the exception 
of the bid date/time information. 

Task 3.4. Project Bidding 

Includes coordination of bid announcement to distribute information to contractors about the 
advertised bid package. Assumes one bid package. Preparation for and attendance of one pre-bid 
meeting with interested contractors and other project stakeholders. Houston Engineering Inc. will: 

- Prepare meeting minutes and responses to questions asked during the meeting to be distributed 
to all interested parties 

- Answer questions and provide additional design information requested by contractors interested 
in bidding the project  

- Issue addendums to the original bid package as required 
- Attend the bid opening and collect bids. Perform verifications of bids and bonds, and develop 

summary of bids. Review bids and gather background/references on contractors to make 
engineer’s recommendation of award.  

- Provide formal written recommendation to the City of Blair.  

 

Note: This scope does not currently include bidding or construction observation services. Based on 
our site inspection, the scope assumes all work will be above OHWM and not require 404 permitting. 
Scope assumes contractor selected for construction will obtain required NPDES permits and City of 
Blair or contractor will perform SWPPP inspections.   

 

 

 

 



General Terms and Conditions 

General Terms and Conditions – Form Version 9/30/24 1 

1. STANDARD OF CARE
Houston shall perform its Services in a manner consistent with that degree of care and skill ordinarily exercised by members of the same
profession currently practicing under similar circumstances in the region where the Project is located.

2. PAYMENT TERMS
Invoices will be submitted periodically (customarily on a monthly basis) and are due and payable upon receipt. Client agrees to pay a service
charge on all accounts 30 days or more past due at a rate equal to one percent (1%) each month but in no event shall such service charge
exceed the maximum amount allowed by law. Acceptance of any payment from Client without accrued service charges shall not be deemed to
be a waiver of such service charges by Houston. In the event Client is past due with respect to any invoice Houston may, after giving seven (7)
days written notice to Client, suspend all services without liability until Client has paid in full all amounts owing Houston on account of services
rendered and expenses incurred, including service charges on past due invoices. Payment of invoices is not subject to discount or offset by
Client.

3. CHANGES OR DELAYS
If the Project requires conceptual or process development services, such services often are not fully definable in the initial planning. If, as the
Project progresses, facts develop that in Houston’s judgment dictate a change in the Services to be performed, Houston shall inform Client of
such changes and the parties shall negotiate, in good faith, with respect to any change in scope and adjustment to the time of performance and
compensation and modify the Agreement accordingly. Houston may also proceed with additional services specifically requested in writing by the
Client, including electronic communications, without a written modification to the Agreement. Client shall compensate Houston for the additional
services in an amount equal to the cumulative hours worked multiplied by the billing rates specified in the Agreement, or based on Houston’s
standard billing rates if billing rates are not specified in the Agreement; plus reimbursement of expenses incurred in connection with providing the
additional services. In the event the parties are unable to reach an agreement, either party may terminate this Agreement without liability by giving
fourteen (14) days written notice to the other party. In the event of termination, the final invoice will include all Services and expenses associated
with the Project up to the effective date of termination and will also include equitable adjustment to reimburse Houston for any termination
settlement costs incurred relating to commitments that had become firm before termination plus a 10 percent markup on those settlement costs.

4. PAYMENT
Where the method of payment under the Agreement is based upon cost reimbursement (e.g., hourly rate, time and materials, direct personnel
expense, per diem, etc.), the following shall apply: (a) the minimum time segment for charging work is one-quarter hour; (b) labor (hours worked)
and expenses will be charged at rates commensurate with the attached fee schedule or, if none is attached, with Houston’s current fee schedule
(at the time of the work); (c) when applicable, rental charges will be applied to cover the cost of pilot-scale facilities or equipment, apparatus,
instrumentation, or other technical machinery. When such charges are applicable, Client will be advised at the start of an assignment, task, or
phase; and (d) invoices based upon cost reimbursement will be submitted showing labor (hours worked) and total expense. If requested by Client,
Houston shall provide supporting documentation at Client’s cost, including labor and copying costs.

5. TERMINATION
Either party may terminate this Agreement, in whole or in part, by giving thirty (30) days written notice to the other party if the other party fails to
fulfill its obligations under this Agreement through no fault of the terminating party. In such event, and subject to the limitations set forth in this
Agreement, the non-defaulting party may pursue its rights and remedies as contemplated by this Agreement and as allowed by law.

6. BETTERMENT
If any item or component of the Services or an amended Task Order is required due to omission from the original documents or Task Order
provided to Houston, Houston’s liability shall be limited to the reasonable costs of correction of the omission, less the cost to Client if the omitted
item or component had been initially included in the original documents or Services documents. All costs of errors, omissions or other changes
that result in betterment shall be borne by Client and shall not be a basis of a claim against Houston. In no event will Houston be responsible for
that portion of any cost or expense that provides betterment or upgrades or enhances the value of the Services.

7. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY
In no event shall Houston be liable for punitive, special, incidental, indirect, consequential, or lost profit damages of any kind or nature, regardless
of the form of action to which such damages are sought. Houston’s maximum cumulative liability with respect to all claims and liabilities under
this Agreement, whether or not insured, shall not exceed the greater of $50,000 or the total compensation received by Houston under this
Agreement, whether such claim is based on negligence, breach of contract, or any other theory. The disclaimers and limitations of liability set
forth in this Agreement shall apply regardless of any other contrary provision set forth and regardless of the form of action, whether in contract,
tort or otherwise. Each provision of this Agreement which provides for a limitation of liability, disclaimer of warranty or condition or exclusion of
damages is severable and independent of any other provision and is to be enforced as such. Client hereby releases Houston from any and all
liability over and above the limitations set forth in this paragraph.

8. INSURANCE

Houston shall obtain and maintain during the term of this Agreement, at its own expense, workers’ compensation insurance and commercial 
general liability insurance in amounts determined by Houston and will, upon request, furnish insurance certificates to Client. The existence of 
any such insurance shall not increase Houston’s liability as limited by paragraph 7 above.

9. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES
Client shall furnish or cause to be furnished to Houston all documents and information known by Client that relate to the identity, location, quantity,
nature, or characteristics of any asbestos, pollutant, or hazardous substance, however defined (“Hazardous Substances”) at, on or under the
Project site. Houston is not, and has no responsibility as a handler, generator, operator, treater, storer, transporter, or disposer of Hazardous
Substances found or identified at the Project. Client agrees to bring no claim for fault, negligence, breach of contract, indemnity, or other action
against Houston, its principals, employees, agents, and consultants, if such claim in any way would relate to Hazardous Substances in connection
with the Project. If Hazardous Substances are identified or located at the Project site, Houston may suspend all Services without liability until
remediation of the Hazardous Substances is complete. Houston reserves the right to adjust the attached Fee Schedule or any rate schedule of
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Houston’s subconsultants for specialized fees or services related to remediation of Hazardous Substances as agreed in writing between Houston 
and Client. Client further agrees, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless Houston, its principals, employees, 
agents, and consultants and subconsultants from and against all fees, costs, claims, damages, losses, and expenses, direct or indirect, or 
consequential damages, including but not limited to fees and charges for third-party remediation specialists, experts, attorneys, and court and 
arbitration costs, arising out of or resulting from the performance of Houston’s Services hereunder, or claims brought against Houston by third 
parties arising from Houston’s Services or the services of others and/or work in any way associated with Hazardous Substance activities. This 
indemnification shall survive termination of this Agreement.  

10. INDEMNIFICATION
Client shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Houston, together with its officers, directors, shareholder, agents, consultants and employees
from and against any and all claims, costs, losses and damages, including attorneys' fees and other costs of litigation or dispute resolution arising
directly or indirectly from Client’s breach of this Agreement or Client’s fault, negligent acts or omissions or intentional misconduct in connection
with this Agreement or the Project. Subject to the limitations set forth in this Agreement, Houston shall indemnify and hold harmless Client,
together with its officers, directors, and employees from and against any and all, costs, losses and damages, including reasonable attorneys' fees
and other costs of litigation or dispute resolution to the extent caused by Houston’s fault, negligent acts or omissions in connection with this
Agreement or the Project. The indemnification obligations set forth in this paragraph shall survive termination of this Agreement.

11. WARRANTY
Except as specifically set forth in this Agreement, Houston has not made and does not make any warranties or representations
whatsoever, express or implied, as to Services performed or products provided including, without limitation, any warranty or
representation as to: (a) the merchantability or fitness or suitability of the Services or products for a particular use or purpose whether
or not disclosed to Houston; and (b) delivery of the Services and products free of the rightful claim of any person by way of infringement
(including, but not limited to, patent or copyright infringement) or the like. Houston does not warrant and will not be liable for any design,
material or construction criteria furnished or specified by Client and incorporated into the Services provided hereunder.

12. CONTRACTOR MEANS AND METHODS
Houston has no control over, supervision of, or responsibility for construction of the Project or at the Project site. Client is solely responsible for
retaining a qualified contractor or contractors licensed in the jurisdiction of the project (separately or collectively, the “Contractor”) to implement
the construction of the Project (“Work”). Contractor shall coordinate, control, supervise, and direct all portions of the Work and shall be solely
responsible for, and have control over, construction means, methods, techniques, sequences, procedures, safety, and security. Houston shall
not be responsible for and shall bear no liability for Contractor’s failure to perform the Work in accordance with the requirements of the Project
and any documents or contracts related to the Project. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Contractor shall indemnify and hold harmless Client,
Houston, and Houston’s subconsultants, officers, directors, shareholder, agents, consultants, and employees from and against claims, damages,
losses, and expenses, including but not limited to attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of or resulting from performance of the Work. Contractor
shall provide insurance and name Client, Houston, and Houston’s subconsultants as additional insureds on Contractor’s commercial general
liability insurance policies on a primary and non-contributory basis. The amount of coverage available to the additional insureds shall be the
amount of coverage required in the Client-Contractor agreement.

13. PROJECT SITE
Client shall furnish such reports, data, studies, plans, specifications, documents, and other information regarding surface and subsurface site 
conditions required by Houston for proper performance of its Services. Houston shall be entitled to rely upon Client provided documents and
information in performing the Services required under this Agreement. Houston assumes no responsibility or liability for the accuracy or
completeness of any such documents or information. Houston will not direct, supervise, or control the Work, means or methods of Contractor or 
its/their subcontractors in connection with the Project. Houston’s Services will not include a review or evaluation of the Contractor’s or
subcontractor’s safety measures. The presence of Houston, its employees, agents, or subcontractors on a site shall not imply that Houston
controls the operations of others, nor shall it be construed to be an acceptance by Houston of any responsibility for jobsite safety.

14. CONFIDENTIALITY
Houston shall maintain as confidential and not disclose to others without Client’s prior consent all information obtained from Client that was not
otherwise previously known to Houston or in the public domain and is expressly designated by Client in writing to be “CONFIDENTIAL.” The
provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to information in whatever form that (a) is published or comes into the public domain through no fault
of Houston, (b) is furnished by or obtained from a third party who is under no obligation to keep the information confidential, or (c) is required to
be disclosed by law on order of a court, administrative agency, or other authority with proper jurisdiction. Client agrees that Houston may use and
publish Client’s name and a general description of Houston’s services with respect to the Project in describing Houston’s experience and
qualifications to other clients or potential clients.

15. RE-USE OF DOCUMENTS
All documents, including drawings and specifications, prepared or furnished by Houston (and Houston’s affiliates, agents, subsidiaries,
independent professional associates, consultants, and subcontractors) pursuant to this Agreement are instruments of service in respect of the
Project, and Houston shall retain ownership thereof, whether or not the Project is completed. Client may make and retain copies for information
and reference in connection with the Project; however, such documents are not intended or represented to be suitable for re-use by Client or
others on extensions of the Project or on any other project. Any re-use without written verification or adaptation by Houston for the specific
purpose intended will be at Client’s sole risk and without liability to Houston or Houston’s affiliates, agents, subsidiaries, independent professional
associates, consultants, and subcontractors with respect to any and all costs, expenses, fees, losses, claims, demands, liabilities, suits, actions,
and damages whatsoever arising out of or resulting therefrom. Any such verification or adaptation will entitle Houston to further compensation at
rates to be agreed upon by Client and Houston. Client shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Houston, together with its officers, directors,
shareholder, agents, consultants and employees from and against any and all claims, costs, losses, and damages, including attorneys' fees and
other costs of litigation or dispute resolution arising directly or indirectly from Client’s re-use of all information, documents, drawings, specifications
prepared as part of the Project.

16. REMEDIES
Subject to the limitations set forth in this Agreement, in the event any party is in default of this Agreement, the non-defaulting party shall be entitled
to pursue all rights and remedies available to it under this Agreement or as allowed by law.
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17. PROPRIETARY DATA
The technical and pricing information in connection with the Services provided by Houston is confidential and proprietary and is not to be disclosed 
or otherwise made available to third parties by Client without the express written consent of Houston.

18. GOVERNING LAW
The validity, construction and performance of this Agreement and all disputes between the parties arising out of or related to this Agreement shall
be governed by the laws, without regard to the law as to choice or conflict of law, of the State of North Dakota. Client consents to jurisdiction as
to all issues concerning or relating to this Agreement or the Project with the federal or state district courts designated for Cass County, North
Dakota.

19. DATA PRACTICES ACT REQUESTS
Houston considers certain information developed during the execution of services as “not public” and “protected” from public disclosure under
the various local, state, and federal data practices laws. Client shall reimburse Houston for any and all costs and expenses, including attorneys’
fees associated with any requests for release of information under any such laws.

20. FORCE MAJEURE
Houston shall not be liable for any loss, damage or delay resulting out of its failure to perform hereunder due to, without limitation, causes beyond
its reasonable control including, without limitation, acts of God, acts of nature or the Client, acts of civil or military authority, terrorists threats or
attacks, fires, strikes, floods, epidemics, pandemics, quarantine restrictions, war, riots, delays in transportation, transportation embargos,
extraordinary weather conditions or other natural catastrophe or any other cause beyond the reasonable control of Houston, if such could have
not been overcome by the exercise of reasonable efforts by Houston (each, an “Event of Force Majeure). Any delay due to an Event of a Force
Majeure shall not be deemed to be a breach of or failure to perform this Agreement or any part hereof; provided, however, Houston shall provide
reasonable notice to the Client of any Event of Force Majeure which notice shall provide the particulars of the cause of the event of Force Majeure
in writing. In the event of any such delay, Houston’s performance date(s) will be extended for that length of time as may be reasonably necessary
to compensate for the delay.

21. WAIVER OF JURY
In the interest of expediting any disputes that might arise between Houston and Client, Client hereby waives its rights to a trial by jury of any
dispute or claim concerning this Agreement, the Services, the Project and any other documents or agreements contemplated by or executed in 
connection with this Agreement.

22. BUSINESS ENTITY
Client acknowledges that Houston is a business corporation and agrees that any claim made by Client arising out of any act or omission of any
shareholder, director, officer, or employee of Houston in the execution or performance of this Agreement shall be made solely against Houston
and not against any individual or group of individuals in any capacity.

23. NOTICES
Any and all notices, demands or other communications required or desired to be given under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be
validly given or made if personally served; sent by commercial carrier service; deposited in the United States Mail, certified or registered, postage
prepaid, return receipt requested; or sent by electronic mail with read receipt requested. If such notice or demand is served personally, notice 
shall be deemed constructively made at the time of such personal service. If such notice, demand or other communication is given by mail,
electronic mail, or commercial carrier service, such notice shall be conclusively deemed given three (3) days after deposit thereof in the United
States Mail or with a commercial carrier service or by transmission by electronic mail. Notices, demands, or other communications required or
desired hereunder shall be addressed to the individuals indicated in this Agreement at the U.S. mail or electronic addresses indicated in this
Agreement. Any party may change its address or authorized recipient for purposes of this paragraph by written notice given in the manner
provided above.

24. MISCELLANEOUS
This Agreement shall take precedence over any inconsistent or contradictory provisions contained in any proposal, contract, purchase order,
requisition, notice-to-proceed, or like document regarding the Services. If any provision of this Agreement is determined to be invalid or
unenforceable in whole or part by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect and be
binding upon the parties hereto. The parties agree to reform this Agreement to replace any such invalid or unenforceable provision with a valid 
and enforceable provision that as closely as possible expresses the intention of the stricken provision. This Agreement, including but not limited
to the indemnification provisions, shall survive the completion of the Services under this Agreement and the termination of this Agreement. This
Agreement gives no rights or benefits to anyone other than Houston and Client and has no third-party beneficiaries except as may be specifically
set forth in this Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and shall not in any way be modified, varied,
or amended unless in writing signed by the parties. Prior negotiations, writings, quotes, and understandings relating to the subject matter of this
Agreement are merged herein and are superseded and canceled by this Agreement. Headings used in this Agreement are for the convenience
of reference only and shall not affect the construction of this Agreement. This Agreement and the rights and duties hereunder may not be assigned
by Client, in whole or in part, without Houston’s prior written approval. No failure or delay on the part of Houston in exercising the right, power or
remedy under this Agreement shall operate as a waiver thereof; nor shall any single or partial exercise of any rights, power or remedy preclude
any other or further exercise thereof or the exercise of any other right, power or remedy hereunder. The remedies provided in this Agreement are
cumulative and not exclusive of any remedies provided by law.

– END OF DOCUMENT – 

THIS SPACE INTENTIALLY LEFT BLANK 

Attachment B - General Terms and Conditions



10 February 2026
Engineer's Fee Estimate
Cauble Creek Right Bank Repair
City of Blair

Sr Engineer Sr Engineer Prj Engineer Prj Engineer EI Accounting

Gregalunas Varies Miller Garder Huscroft Varies Expenses

$277 $255 $234 $200 $167 $125 Task Total

1

1.1 6 4 3 $60

1.1 2 2 2

$2,216 $510 $0 $1,200 $0 $375 $60 $4,361
2

2.1 6 6 $120

2.2 2 10

2.3 2 4 4 16

$1,108 $0 $3,276 $2,000 $3,674 $0 $120 $10,178

3

3.1 4 12 4 20

3.2 2 6 8 8 60

3.3 2 6 2

3.4 12 4 $120

$2,216 $3,060 $7,956 $3,200 $13,360 $0 $120 $29,912
20 14 48 32 102 3 300

$5,540 $3,570 $11,232 $6,400 $17,034 $375 $480 $44,631

1.1

1.2

2.1

2.2

2.3

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

The use of existing data available from previous projects or other mean (if available) otherwise analysis will be based on published references, industry standards, and 
engineering judgement

---

Task assumes the development of one selected alternative for final design, as selected by the City of Blair.  

Plans will be developed in two stages: 60% and 100% plans.  The City of Blair will be able to review plans at both stages.  

One site visit for: site survey and OneCall utility check

Project Management

Monthly Invoicing and Project Updates

Final Design and Construction Documents Task Total

Final Design of Selected Alternative

Slope Repair Preliminary Design

Alternatives Analysis Task Total

Tasks

Assumes one in person city council meeting, assumes City of Blair will handle meetings and deliverables to FEMA. Assumes any coordination with landowners and other city 
departments (parks department, etc.) will be handled by City of Blair.

Client and FEMA Coordination

Alternatives Analysis

Geotechnical Analysis and Technical Memorandum

Topographic Site Survey

Final Design and Construction Documents

Construction Specifications and Front End Documents

Project Management Task Total

Construction Plans and Drafting

 Subtotal Costs

 Subtotal Hours

Assumes project lasts 3 months

Project Bidding

Assumes one bid package. Assumes attendance for a pre-bid meeting and bid opening with Houston Engineering Inc. preparing meeting minutes from pre-bid meeting to be 
sent out to interested contractors and project stakeholders. 

---

Client/Owner Services Agreement
Fee Schedule



MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Mayor and City Council 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  3/24/26    

Re:  Olsson Waste Water Treatment Plant Capacity Study  

 Over the past several months, Olsson Associates has been working on a Sanitary Sewer 
Model for our collection system, as well as incorporating new developments and annexed areas 
as Blair grows.  This previous scope of work included a desktop loading review of the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant to get a broad overview of the capacity.  We are finding out that at 
times over the past few years, we have been pushing the capacity limits of the facility.  Not 
always the volume of material, but the strength of material.   

To better understand the limits of our current facility and any potential future upgrades 
staff would like to have Olsson complete a Capacity Study of the facility.  This would be a year 
long process starting with data collection at the facility.  This study would also incorporate some 
information from the Comprehensive Plan that is planned for this upcoming year as well to 
project the future needs of the facility.  Olsson will then provide a detailed report outlining the 
current facility, potential changes for the future, estimated costs for any future projects or 
improvements, and potential alternatives as we continue to grow.   

This study will help ensure that the plant is set for the next 20 years of growth.  Having 
this plan will help us apply for and receive grant funds for future projects.  Which could include 
changing the way we treat sanitary waste or physical expansions at the plant.  The total cost of 
the project is $241,200.00; this would be spread out over our engineering funds for the rest of FY 
26 and the remainder in FY27. 

Recommendation: Acceptance of the scope and fee from Olsson Associates in the amount of 
$241,200.00. 

Fiscal Impact: $241,200.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION 2026 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER WILLIS INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 

 
WHEREAS the City of Blair, Nebraska, has been presented with an Agreement between 

the City of Blair, Nebraska, and Olsson, Inc for the Professional Services connected to the Blair 
Sanitary Sewer Collection System Model to assist the City in determining wastewater demands, 
future flow projections for the collection system, and develop a maintenance plan;  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have been presented with Exhibit “A”-Letter 

Agreement for Professional Services’ and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have been presented with the fee for professional 
services is Two Hundred Forty-One Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($241,200); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and the City Council desire to move forward with the Professional 

Services Agreement with Olsson, Inc. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the agreement for professional services in the 
amount of Two Hundred Forty-One Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($241,200) is accepted. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK OF THE 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA, are hereby authorized to execute and deliver, on behalf of the 
City of Blair, Nebraska, any documents that may be necessary for approval of said agreement. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, WHICH 
SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER-.  UPON ROLL CALL, COUNCIL 
MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS NONE VOTING ‘NAY”, THE 
MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 
24TH DAY OF MARCH 2026. 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 

BY     
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 

 
 
 

 

BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

(SEAL) 



STATE OF NEBRASKA   ) 
) :ss: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 

BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City held on the 24th day of 
March 2026. 

 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
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LETTER AGREEMENT 
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 
February 27, 2026 

City of Blair, Nebraska 
Attn: Phil Green 
218 S 16th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 68008 
 
 
Re: LETTER AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

City of Blair, Nebraska Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan 
 
 

Dear Mr. Green: 
 

It is our understanding that the City of Blair, Nebraska (“Client”) requests Olsson, Inc. (“Olsson”) 
to perform the services described herein pursuant to the terms of this Letter Agreement for 
Professional Services, any exhibits attached hereto and Olsson’s General Provisions (all 
documents constitute and are referred to herein as the “Agreement”) for the Project. 

 
Olsson has acquainted itself with the information provided by Client relative to the Project and 
based upon such information offers to provide the services described below for the Project.  Client 
warrants that it is either the legal owner of the property to be improved by this Project or that Client 
is acting as the duly authorized agent of the legal owner of such property.  Client acknowledges 
that it has reviewed any exhibits attached hereto and the General Provisions, which are expressly 
made a part of and incorporated into the Agreement by this reference.  In the event of any conflict 
or inconsistency between this Letter Agreement, and the General Provisions regarding the 
services to be performed by Olsson, the terms of the General Provisions shall take precedence. 

 
Olsson shall provide the following services (“Scope of Services”) to Client for the Project: City of 
Blair, Nebraska Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan, as more specifically described in “Scope of 
Services” attached hereto. Should Client request work in addition to the Scope of Services, 
Olsson shall invoice Client for such additional services (Optional Additional Services) at the 
standard hourly billing labor rate charged for those employees actually performing the work, plus 
reimbursable expenses if any.  Olsson shall not commence work on Optional Additional Services 
without Client’s prior written approval. 
 
Olsson agrees to provide all of its services in a timely, competent and professional manner, in 
accordance with applicable standards of care, for projects of similar geographic location, quality 
and scope. 
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SCHEDULE FOR OLSSON’S SERVICES  
 
Unless otherwise agreed, Olsson expects to perform its services under the Agreement as follows: 
 
Anticipated Start Date: July 1, 2026 
Anticipated Completion Date: September 30, 2027 
 
Olsson will endeavor to start its services on the Anticipated Start Date and to complete its services 
on the Anticipated Completion Date. However, the Anticipated Start Date, the Anticipated 
Completion Date, and any milestone dates are approximate only, and Olsson reserves the right 
to adjust its schedule and any or all of those dates at its sole discretion, for any reason, including, 
but not limited to, delays caused by Client or delays caused by third parties. 
 
COMPENSATION 
 
For the Scope of Services specifically set forth in this Amendment, Client shall pay Olsson the 
following fee: 
 

Task No. Task Description Fee 

100 Project Management and Meetings $44,100.00 
200 Existing WWTF Capacity Investigation $37,100.00 
300 Draft Facility Plan $145,600.00 
400 Final Facility Plan $14,400.00 

 TOTAL  $241,200.00 
 
Client shall pay to Olsson for the performance of the Scope of Services, the actual hourly labor 
rates of personnel performing such services on the project times a factor of 3.085, and all actual 
reimbursable expenses in accordance with the Reimbursable Expense Schedule attached to this 
agreement. Olsson shall submit invoices on a monthly basis, and payment is due within 30 
calendar days of invoice date.  
 
Olsson’s Scope of Services will be provided on a time-and-expense basis not to exceed Two 
Hundred Forty One Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($241,200.00). 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 
 
We have discussed with you the risks, rewards and benefits of the Project, the Scope of Services, 
and our fees for such services and the Agreement represents the entire understanding between 
Client and Olsson with respect to the Project.  The Agreement may only be modified in writing 
signed by both parties.   
 
Client’s designated Project Representative shall be _____________________________. 
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If this Agreement satisfactorily sets forth your understanding of our agreement, please sign in the 
space provided below.  Retain one original for your files and return an executed original to Olsson 
via email: nlenczowski@olsson.com and cmatulka@olsson.com.  This proposal will be open for 
acceptance for a period of maximum of 30 days from the date set forth above, unless changed 
by us in writing. 
 
 
OLSSON, INC. 
 
 
 
By __________________________________ By __________________________________ 
                   
 
By signing below, you acknowledge that you have full authority to bind Client to the terms of the 
Agreement.  If you accept the terms set forth herein, please sign: 
 
CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
 
By  _______________________________  
    Signature 
 
Print Name _________________________ 
 
Title _______________________________ Dated _________________________ 
 
 
Attachments 
Scope of Services 
Work Schedule 
General Provisions 
 

nlenczowski
Snapshot
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 SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
This exhibit is hereby attached to and made a part of the Letter Agreement for Professional 
Services dated February 27, 2026 between City of Blair, Nebraska (“Client”) and Olsson, Inc. 
(“Olsson”) providing for professional services.  Olsson’s Scope of Services for the Agreement is 
indicated below. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 
 
Project will be located at:  Blair, Nebraska 
 
Project Description:        City of Blair, Nebraska (City) Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) 

Plan 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Olsson shall provide the following services (Scope of Services) to Client for the Project: 
 
Phase 100 – Project Management and Meetings 
 

Project Management 
Olsson shall provide Project management from start to finish consisting of 
communication, coordination of Project key tasks, maintenance of Project schedule 
and budget, internal Project meetings, and providing overall Project coordination. 
Time accounts for approximately 12 hours a month over the 10-month contract 
period. 
 
Project Kickoff Meeting 
Olsson shall schedule and attend a kick-off meeting with the Client. This workshop 
will introduce and include the core Project team, establish lines of communication, 
collect information, establish Client’s primary goals, and share ideas. Olsson shall 
create and distribute a meeting agenda at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Olsson shall distribute meeting minutes. 
 
Project Progress Meetings 
Olsson shall attend up to three in-person Project progress meetings, if warranted, 
throughout the Project to discuss Project status, critical milestones, review records, 
and inspections, et cetera. Olsson shall create and distribute a meeting agenda at 
least 48 hours prior to the meeting. Olsson shall distribute meeting minutes. 
 
Draft Facility Plan Meeting  
Olsson’s Project team shall attend up to one in-person meeting with the Client. The 
meeting’s purpose is to present the Draft Facility Plan including findings and 
recommendations and receive comments from the Client. Olsson shall incorporate 
comments from the City prior to submission to Water and Wastewater Advisory 
Council (WWAC). 
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Phase 200 – Existing Wastewater Treatment Facility Capacity Investigation  
 

WWTF Records Review 
Olsson shall collect operational data and documentation for existing equipment and 
infrastructure from Client as applicable. All sampling data for the previous five years 
of operation at the WWTP will be provided by the Client for analysis. Additional 
sampling or data may be requested to facilitate the study. Review related and 
pertinent existing construction drawings of the WWTP and other related information 
or studies. 
 
Equipment and Building/Structure Inspection 
Olsson, along with City staff, shall complete an on-site inspection of the current key 
process, electrical, automation, and Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) equipment in the WWTP. An inspection report for each piece of equipment 
will be included in the Facility Plan.  Inspections will be visual from access points 
provided by the Client. Client to provide relevant operations and maintenance 
(O&M) manuals, as required to Olsson. City to provide asset inventory including 
purchase year for key equipment.  
 
Olsson, along with City staff, to complete a review of current building and structure 
inspections to develop an anticipated maintenance program 
 
Review of Maintenance Records 
Olsson shall review the maintenance and replacement records of the current 
process equipment to determine the extent of maintenance that has been completed 
in the last 5 years. 
 
Financial Status Information 
Olsson will collect information regarding current rate schedules, annual O&M cost 
(with a breakout of current energy costs), other capital improvement programs, 
tabulation of users by monthly usage categories for the most recent typical fiscal 
year, and any existing debts and required reserve accounts.   

Phase 300 – Prepare Draft Facility Plan 
 

Olsson shall provide a Draft Facility Plan shall evaluating the following: 
 

 Evaluate current influent testing results to develop current facility flows and 
loadings. Develop a 20-year projected future population, flows, and loadings 
(based on current needs). Design criteria will be agreed upon between the 
City and Olsson prior to identification of alternatives, as well as any industrial 
allowance to be included for the needed projected flows and loadings to be 
determined by the Comprehensive Plan. 

 Review and evaluate current liquid treatment trains to determine the current 
process capacity. Capacity to be based on typical design standards for the 
processes. Evaluate up to three alternatives to meet design criteria. 

 Evaluate what impacts, including staffing demands and operational costs, 
the additional flows and loadings will have on the existing solids handling 
system. This work will include an evaluation of the current solids handling 
systems and evaluate up to three alternatives for solids handling.  
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 Project the remaining anticipated life of the key process equipment based on 
the work completed above and typical equipment life. Develop an anticipated 
equipment replacement program. 

 Develop the anticipated Capital improvement cost for the replacement of 
major process equipment along with building and structure maintenance. 
Create a priority ranking to determine immediate, intermediate, and long-
term rehabilitation/replacement needs. 

 Complete an economic evaluation including cost estimates of improvement 
options. 

 Provide section in the plan detailing conceptual options for industrial 
pretreatment. No evaluation will be included. 

 
Olsson shall prepare the Draft Facility Plan to include the following: 

 Summary of Existing Facility and Capacities  
 Summary of 20-Year Projections 
 Summary of Findings and Recommendations 
 Suggested Improvement Alternatives with Exhibits 
 Costs, Benefits & Ranking of Suggested Improvements 
 Summary of Facility Alternatives & Evaluation 

Phase 400 – Prepare Final Facility Plan  

Olsson shall submit the following to Water and Wastewater Advisory 
Committee (WWAC) for review 

 
 Finalized facility plan to WWAC for review and pre-application. This process 

will follow the procedure outlined by WWAC titled “Common Pre-Application 
Procedure”.  

 Incorporate one set of comments from WWAC into the final Facility Plan. Up 
to one virtual meeting with WWAC for comment review is included. 
 

Client shall be responsible for selection and evaluation of funding packet options 
provided by WWAC. 

 
Finalization of the Facility Plan 
 

After comments are incorporated from WWAC, Olsson shall prepare the Final 
Facility Plan. Final deliverable will be one digital copy and two hard copies to the 
Client. 

 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Upon Client request, Olsson shall provide the following under a Supplemental Agreement: 

 Engineering design other than what is specifically listed in the above Scope of Services 
 Evaluation of an industrial pretreatment facility, including land purchase agreement, 

geotechnical investigation, permitting, utility analysis and extensions (water, sewer, gas, 
power, and telecom), and treatment process selection. 

 Biological process modeling 
 Industrial rate allocation and/or study to determine rate changes for specific industries 
 Negotiating industrial user financial and contractual agreements 
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 Topographic survey and geotechnical survey  
 Odor control system design, study, sampling, analysis, calculations, evaluation, pilot testing 

or recommendations 
 Planning and conducting any pilot testing Wastewater Facilities National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) Permit revisions 
 Temporary and permanent easements including surveying, writing legal descriptions, 

property appraisals, legal services 
 Equipment or process pilot testing 
 WWTF process sampling and laboratory analysis  
 Meetings with local, State (Nebraska Department of Water, Energy and Environment 

[NDWEE]), or Federal agencies, or other affected parties to discuss the Project, other than 
those specifically noted. 

 Recommendation of funding or grant opportunities to support this Project 
 Evaluation of biosolids disposal agreements, including potential markets and regulatory 

implications 
 Appearances at public hearings or before special boards not specifically listed in the above 

Scope of Services. 
 Supplemental engineering work required to meet the requirements of regulatory or funding 

agencies that may become effective subsequent to the date of this Agreement. 
 Special consultants or independent professional associates requested or authorized by 

Client. 
 Environmental assessment report and/or environmental impact statement as requested by 

Client or required by review agencies. 
 Visits to the site and/or the City’s location in addition to the number of such trips and the 

number of staff-hours in connection with them set out in the above Scope of Services. 
 Changes in the general scope, extent, or character of the project or its design including, but 

not limited to, changes in size, complexity, the Client’s schedule, character of construction, 
or method of financing; and revisions to previously accepted studies, reports, design 
documents, or construction Contract Documents when such revisions are required by 
changes in laws, regulations, ordinances, codes, or are due to any other causes beyond the 
Engineer’s control. 

 
Should Client request work in addition to the Scope of Services, Olsson shall invoice Client for such 
additional services (Optional Additional Services) at the standard hourly billing labor rate charged 
for those employees actually performing the work, plus reimbursable expenses if any. Olsson shall 
not commence work on Optional Additional Services without Client’s prior written approval. 
  
Olsson agrees to provide all of its services in a timely, competent and professional manner, in 
accordance with applicable standards of care, for projects of similar geographic location, quality and 
scope. 
 



 B-1

CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION DESIGN SERVICES 
 

WORK SCHEDULE 
 
 

Owner:   Blair Wastewater Treatment Facility, City of Blair, Nebraska 
Engineer: Olsson, Inc.   
Project: Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan 
   Blair, Nebraska - 2026 
City Project No.: N/A 
 
 

TIME OF PERFORMANCE 
 

1. Service performed under this agreement will be completed according to the 
following schedule.   
 
Notice to Proceed: ......................................................................................... July 1, 2026 

Project Kick-off Meeting: ...................................................................................  July 2026 

WWTF Data Collection: ......................................................................... July-August 2026 

Begin Draft Report (project pause anticipated while waiting for growth projection 

data): ...................................................................................................... September 2026  

Data from Comprehensive Plan (estimated): ............................................. February 2027 

Draft Facility Report to City and Progress Meeting: ........................................... June 2027 

Submission to WWAC: ...................................................................................... July 2027 

Final Facility Report to City: .................................................................... September 2027 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
These General Provisions are attached to and made a part of 
the respective Letter Agreement or Master Agreement, dated 
February 27, 2026 between City of Blair, Nebraska (“Client”) and 
Olsson, Inc. (“Olsson”) for professional services in connection 
with the project or projects arising under such Letter Agreement 
or Master Agreement (the “Project(s)”). 
 
As used herein, the term "this Agreement" refers to these 
General Provisions, the applicable Letter Agreement or Master 
Agreement, and any other exhibits or attachments thereto as if 
they were part of one and the same document. 
 
SECTION 1—OLSSON’S SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
Olsson’s scope of services for the Project(s) is set forth in the 
applicable Letter Agreement or Master Agreement (“Scope of 
Services”). 
  
SECTION 2—ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
 
2.1 Unless otherwise expressly included, Scope of 
Services does not include the categories of additional services 
set forth in Sections 2.2 and 2.3. 
 
2.2 If Client and Olsson mutually agree for Olsson to 
perform any optional additional services as set forth in this 
Section 2.2 (“Optional Additional Services”), Client will provide 
written approval of the agreed-upon Optional Additional 
Services, and Olsson shall perform or obtain from others such 
services and will be entitled to an increase in compensation at 
rates provided in this Agreement. Olsson may elect not to 
perform all or any of the Optional Additional Services without 
cause or explanation: 
 
 2.2.1 Preparation of applications and supporting 
documents for governmental financial support of the Project(s); 
preparation or review of environmental studies and related 
services; and assistance in obtaining environmental approvals. 
 
 2.2.2 Services to make measured drawings of or to 
investigate existing conditions of facilities. 
 
 2.2.3 Services resulting from changes in the general 
scope, extent or character of the Project(s) or major changes in 
documentation previously accepted by Client where changes 
are due to causes beyond Olsson's control. 
 
 2.2.4 Services resulting from the discovery of 
conditions or circumstances which were not contemplated by 
Olsson at the commencement of this Agreement.  Olsson shall 
notify Client of the newly discovered conditions or 
circumstances and Client and Olsson shall renegotiate, in good 
faith, the compensation for this Agreement, if amended terms 
cannot be agreed upon, Olsson may terminate this Agreement 
and Olsson shall be paid for its services through the date of 
termination. 
 
 2.2.5 Providing renderings or models. 
 
 2.2.6 Preparing documents for alternate bids 
requested by Client. 
 
 2.2.7 Analysis of operations, maintenance or 
overhead expenses; value engineering; the preparation of rate 

schedules; earnings or expense statements; cash flow or 
economic evaluations or; feasibility studies, appraisals or 
valuations. 
 
 2.2.8 Furnishing the services of independent 
professional associates or consultants for work beyond the 
Scope of Services. 
 
 2.2.9 Services necessary due to the Client’s award of 
more than one prime contract for the Project(s); services 
necessary due to the construction contract containing cost plus 
or incentive-savings provisions; services necessary in order to 
arrange for performance by persons other than the prime 
contractor; or those services necessary to administer Client’s 
contract(s). 
 
 2.2.10 Services in connection with staking out the work 
of contractor(s). 
 
 2.2.11 Services during out-of-town travel or visits to the 
site beyond those specifically identified in this Agreement. 
 
 2.2.12 Preparation of operating and maintenance 
manuals. 
 
 2.2.13 Services to redesign some or all of the 
Project(s). 
 
 2.2.14 Preparing to serve or serving as a consultant or 
witness or assisting Client with any litigation, arbitration or other 
legal or administrative proceeding. 
 
 2.2.15 Services relating to Construction Observation, 
Certification, Inspection, Construction Cost Estimating, project 
observation, construction management, construction 
scheduling, construction phasing or review of Contractor's 
performance means or methods. 
 
2.3 Whenever, in its sole discretion, Olsson determines 
additional services as set forth in this Section 2.3 are necessary 
to avoid a delay in the completion of the Project(s) (“Necessary 
Additional Services”), Olsson shall perform or obtain from others 
such services without waiting for specific instructions from 
Client, and Olsson will be entitled to an increase in 
compensation for such services at the standard hourly billing 
rate charged for those employees performing the services, plus 
reimbursable expenses, if any: 
 
 2.3.1 Services in connection with work directive 
changes and/or change orders directed by the Client to any 
contractors. 
 
 2.3.2 Services in making revisions to drawings and 
specifications occasioned by the acceptance of substitutions 
proposed by contractor(s); services after the award of each 
contract in evaluating and determining the acceptability of an 
unreasonable or excessive number of substitutions proposed by 
contractor(s); or evaluating an unreasonable or extensive 
number of claims submitted by contractor(s) or others in 
connection with the Project(s). 
 
 2.3.3 Services resulting from significant delays, 
changes or price increases occurring as a direct or indirect result 
of material, equipment or energy shortages. 
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 2.3.4 Additional or extended services during 
construction made necessary by (1) work damaged during 
construction, (2) a defective, inefficient or neglected work by any 
contractor, (3) acceleration of the progress schedule involving 
services beyond normal working hours, or (4) default by any 
contractor. 
 
SECTION 3—CLIENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
3.1. Client shall provide all criteria and full information as to 
Client's requirements for the Project(s); designate and identify in 
writing a person to act with authority on Client's behalf in respect 
of all aspects of the Project(s); examine and respond promptly 
to Olsson's submissions; and give prompt written notice to 
Olsson whenever Client observes or otherwise becomes aware 
of any defect in the Olsson’s services. 
 
3.2 Client agrees to pay Olsson the amounts due for 
services rendered and expenses within thirty (30) days after 
Olsson has provided its invoice for such services.  In the event 
Client disputes any invoice item, Client shall give Olsson written 
notice of such disputed item within fifteen (15) days after receipt 
of such invoice and shall pay to Olsson the undisputed portion of 
the invoice according to the provisions hereof. If Client fails to pay 
any invoiced amounts when due, interest will accrue on each 
unpaid amount at the rate of thirteen percent (13%) per annum 
from the date due until paid according to the provisions of this 
Agreement. Interest shall not be charged on any disputed invoice 
item which is finally resolved in Client’s favor. Payment of interest 
shall not excuse or cure any default or delay in payment of 
amounts due. 
 
 3.2.1 If Client fails to make any payment due Olsson 
for services and expenses within thirty (30) days after receipt of 
Olsson's statement therefore, Olsson may, after giving seven (7) 
days written notice to Client, suspend services to Client under 
this Agreement until Olsson has been paid in full all amounts 
due for services, expenses and charges and Client will not 
obtain any license to any Work Product or be entitled to retain 
or use any Work Product pursuant to Section 7.1 unless and 
until Olsson has been paid in full and Client has fully satisfied all 
of its obligations under this Agreement.  
 
3.3 Payments to Olsson shall not be withheld, postponed 
or made contingent on the construction, completion or success 
of the Project(s) or upon receipt by the Client of offsetting 
reimbursements or credit from other parties who may have 
caused the need for additional services. No withholdings, 
deductions or offsets shall be made from Olsson’s 
compensation for any reason unless and until Olsson has been 
found to be legally liable for such amounts.  
 
3.4 Client shall also do the following and pay all costs 
incident thereto: 
 
 3.4.1 Furnish to Olsson any existing and/or required 
borings, probings or subsurface explorations; hydrographic 
surveys; laboratory tests or inspections of samples, materials or 
equipment; appropriate professional interpretations of any of the 
foregoing; environmental assessment and impact statements; 
property, boundary, easement, right-of-way, topographic or 
utility surveys; property descriptions; and/or zoning or deed 
restrictions; all of which Olsson may rely upon in performing 
services hereunder. 
 

 3.4.2 Guarantee access to and make all provisions for 
Olsson to enter upon public and private property reasonably 
necessary to perform its services on the Project(s). 
 
 3.4.3 Provide such legal, accounting, independent 
cost estimating or insurance counseling services as may be 
required for the Project(s); any auditing service required in 
respect of contractor(s)' applications for payment; and/or any 
inspection services to determine if contractor(s) are performing 
the work legally. 
 
 3.4.4 Provide engineering surveys to establish 
reference points for construction unless specifically included in 
Olsson’s Scope of Services. 
 
 3.4.5 Furnish approvals and permits from all 
governmental authorities having jurisdiction over the Project(s). 
 
 3.4.6 If more than one prime contractor is to be 
awarded the contract for construction, designate a party to have 
responsibility and authority for coordinating and interfacing the 
activities of the various prime contractors. 
  
 3.4.7  All fees and other amounts payable by Client 
under this Agreement are exclusive of taxes and similar 
assessments. Without limiting the foregoing, Client is 
responsible and liable for all sales, service, use, and excise 
taxes, and any other similar taxes, duties, and charges of any 
kind imposed by any federal, state, county or local governmental 
authority on any amounts payable by Client under this 
Agreement, other than any taxes imposed on Olsson’s 
income.  In the event any governmental authority assesses 
Olsson for taxes, duties, or charges of any kind in connection 
with Scope of Services provided by Olsson to Client, Olsson 
shall be entitled to submit an invoice to Client, its successors or 
assigns, for the amount of said assessment and related interest 
and penalties.  Client shall pay such invoice in accordance with 
Olsson’s standard payment terms. 
 
3.5 Client shall pay all costs incident to obtaining bids or 
proposals from contractor(s). 
 
3.6 Client shall pay all permit application review costs for 
government authorities having jurisdiction over the Project(s). 
 
3.7 Contemporaneously with the execution of this 
Agreement, Client shall designate in writing an individual to act 
as its duly authorized Project(s) representative. 
 
3.8 Client shall bear sole responsibility for: 
 
 3.8.1  Jobsite safety. Neither the professional activities 
of Olsson, nor the presence of Olsson or its employees or sub-
consultants at the Project, shall impose any duty on Olsson 
relating to any health or safety laws, regulations, rules, 
programs, or procedures. Client, itself or through its separate 
contractor(s), shall be responsible for jobsite safety. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, Olsson shall be responsible for 
the safety of Olsson’s own employees. 
 
 3.8.2 Notifying third parties including any 
governmental agency or prospective purchaser, of the existence 
of any hazardous or dangerous materials located in or around 
the Project(s) site.  
 



 
 

 
 Page 3 of 9   

 3.8.3 Providing and updating Olsson with accurate 
information regarding existing conditions, including the 
existence of hazardous or dangerous materials, proposed 
Project(s) site uses, any change in Project(s) plans, and all 
subsurface installations, such as pipes, tanks, cables and 
utilities within the Project(s) site.  
 
 3.8.4 Providing and assuming all responsibility for: 
interpretation of contract documents; Construction 
Observations; Certifications; Inspections; Construction Cost 
Estimating; project observations; construction management; 
construction scheduling; construction phasing; and review of 
Contractor’s performance, means and methods. Client waives 
any claims against Olsson and releases Olsson from liability 
relating to or arising out of such services and agrees, to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to indemnify and hold Olsson 
harmless from any and all damages, liabilities or costs, including 
reasonable attorneys’ fees and defense costs, relating to such 
actions and services. 
 
3.9 Client releases Olsson from liability for any incorrect 
advice, judgment or decision based on inaccurate information 
furnished by Client or others. 
 
3.10 If reasonable precautions will be inadequate to prevent 
foreseeable bodily injury or death to persons resulting from a 
material or substance, including hazardous materials, 
encountered on the site, Olsson may immediately stop work in 
the affected area and report the condition to Client.  Client shall 
be solely responsible for retaining independent consultant(s) to 
determine the nature of the material and to abate or remove the 
material. Olsson shall not be required to perform any services or 
work relating to or in the area of such material until the material 
has been removed or rendered harmless and only after 
approval, if necessary of the government agency with 
jurisdiction. 
 
SECTION 4—MEANING OF TERMS 
 
4.1 The “Cost of Construction” of the entire Project(s) 
(herein referred to as "Cost of Construction") means the total 
cost to Client of those portions of the entire Project(s) designed 
and specified by Olsson, but it will not include Olsson's 
compensation and expenses, the cost of land, rights-of-way, or 
compensation for or damages to, properties unless this 
Agreement so specifies, nor will it include Client's legal, 
accounting, insurance counseling or auditing services, or 
interest and financing charges incurred in connection with the 
Project(s) or the cost of other services to be provided by others 
to Client pursuant to Section 3. 
 
4.2 The “Salary Costs”:  Used as a basis for payment mean 
salaries and wages (base and incentive) paid to all Olsson's 
personnel engaged directly on the Project(s), including, but not 
limited to, engineers, architects, surveyors, designers, 
draftsmen, specification writers, estimators, other technical and 
business personnel; plus the cost of customary and statutory 
benefits, including, but not limited to, social security 
contributions, unemployment, excise and payroll taxes, workers' 
compensation, health and retirement benefits, sick leave, 
vacation and holiday pay and other group benefits.  
 
4.3 “Certify” or “a Certification”:  If included in the Scope of 
Services, such services shall be limited to a statement of 
Olsson’s opinion, to the best of Olsson’s professional 
knowledge, information and belief, based upon its periodic 

observations and reasonable review of reports and tests created 
by Olsson or provided to Olsson. Olsson shall not be responsible 
for constant or exhaustive observation of the work. Client 
understands and agrees that any certifications based upon 
discrete sampling observations and that such observations 
indicate conditions that exist only at the locations and times the 
observations were performed. Performance of such observation 
services and certification does not constitute a warranty or 
guarantee of any type, since even with diligent observation, 
some construction defects, deficiencies or omissions in the work 
may occur. Olsson shall have no responsibility for the means, 
methods, techniques, sequences or procedures selected by the 
contractor(s) or for the contractor’s safety precautions and 
programs nor for failure by the contractor(s) to comply with any 
laws or regulations relating to the performance or furnishing of 
any work by the contractor(s). Client shall hold its contractor(s) 
solely responsible for the quality and completion of the 
Project(s), including construction in accordance with the 
construction documents. Any duty under this Agreement is for 
the sole benefit of the Client and not for any third party, including 
the contractor(s) or any subcontractor(s). Olsson shall sign pre-
printed form certifications only if (a) Olsson approves the form 
of such certification prior to the commencement of its services, 
(b) such certification is expressly included in the Scope of 
Services, (c) the certification is limited to a statement of 
professional opinion and does not constitute a warranty or 
guarantee, express or implied. It is understood that any 
certification by Olsson shall not relieve the Client or the Client’s 
contractors of any responsibility or obligation they may have by 
industry custom or under any contract.   
 
4.4 “Opinion of Probable Cost”:  An opinion of probable 
construction cost made by Olsson. In providing opinions of 
probable construction cost, it is recognized that neither the 
Client nor Olsson has control over the costs of labor, equipment 
or materials, or over the contractor’s methods of determining 
prices or bidding. The opinion of probable construction costs is 
based on Olsson’s reasonable professional judgment and 
experience and does not constitute a warranty, express or 
implied, that the contractor’s bids or the negotiated price of the 
work on the Project(s) will not vary from the Client’s budget or 
from any opinion of probable cost prepared by Olsson. 
 
4.5 “Day”:  A calendar day of 24 hours. The term “days” 
shall mean consecutive calendar days of 24 hours each, or 
fraction thereof. 
 
4.6 “Construction Observation”: If included in the Scope of 
Services, such services during construction shall be limited to 
periodic visual observation and testing of the work to determine 
that the observed work generally conforms to the contract 
documents. Olsson shall not be responsible for constant or 
exhaustive observation of the work. Client understands and 
agrees that such visual observations are discrete sampling 
procedures and that such procedures indicate conditions that 
exist only at the locations and times the observations were 
performed. Performance of Construction Observation services 
does not constitute a warranty or guarantee of any type, since 
even with diligent observation, some construction defects, 
deficiencies or omissions in the work may occur. Olsson shall 
have no responsibility for the means, methods, techniques, 
sequences or procedures selected by the contractor or for the 
contractor’s safety precautions and programs nor for failure by 
the contractor to comply with any laws or regulations relating to 
the performance or furnishing of any work by the contractor.  
Client shall hold its contractor(s) solely responsible for the 
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quality and completion of the Project(s), including construction 
in accordance with the construction documents. Any duty under 
this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the Client and not for 
any third party, including the contractor or any subcontractor.  
Client, or its designees shall notify Olsson at least twenty-four 
(24) hours in advance of any field tests and observations 
required by the construction documents. 
 
4.7 “Inspect” or “Inspection”:  If included in the Scope of 
Services, such services shall be limited to the periodic visual 
observation of the contractor’s completed work to permit Olsson, 
as an experienced and qualified professional, to determine that 
the observed work, generally conforms to the contract 
documents. Olsson shall not be responsible for constant or 
exhaustive observation of the work. Client understands and 
agrees that such visual observations are discrete sampling 
procedures and that such procedures indicate conditions that 
exist only at the locations and times the observations were 
performed. Performance of such observation services does not 
constitute a warranty or guarantee of any type, since even with 
diligent observation, some construction defects, deficiencies or 
omissions in the work may occur. Olsson shall have no 
responsibility for the means, methods, techniques, sequences 
or procedures selected by the contractor(s) or for the 
contractor’s safety precautions and programs nor for failure by 
the contractor(s) to comply with any laws or regulations relating 
to the performance or furnishing of any work by the 
contractor(s). Client shall hold its contractor(s) solely 
responsible for the quality and completion of the Project(s), 
including construction in accordance with the construction 
documents. Any duty under this Agreement is for the sole benefit 
of the Client and not for any third party, including the 
contractor(s) or any subcontractor(s). Client, or its designees, 
shall notify Olsson at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of 
any inspections required by the construction documents. 
 
4.8 “Record Documents”:  Drawings prepared by Olsson 
upon the completion of construction based upon the drawings 
and other data furnished to Olsson by the Contractor and others 
showing significant changes in the work on the Project(s) made 
during construction. Because Record Documents are prepared 
based on unverified information provided by others, Olsson 
makes no warranty of the accuracy or completeness of the 
Record Documents. 
 
SECTION 5—TERMINATION 
 
5.1 Either party may terminate this Agreement, for cause 
upon giving the other party not less than seven (7) calendar days 
written notice of default for any of the following reasons; 
provided, however, that the notified party shall have the same 
seven (7) calendar day period in which to cure the default: 
 
 5.1.1 Substantial failure by the other party to perform 
in accordance with the terms of this Agreement and through no 
fault of the terminating party; 
 
 5.1.2 Assignment of this Agreement or transfer of the 
Project(s) by either party to any other entity without the prior 
written consent of the other party; 
 
 5.1.3 Suspension of the Project(s) or Olsson’s 
services by the Client for more than ninety (90) calendar days, 
consecutive or in the aggregate. 
 

5.2 In the event of a “for cause” termination of this 
Agreement by either party, the Client shall, within fifteen (15) 
calendar days after receiving Olsson’s final invoice, pay Olsson 
for all services rendered and all reimbursable costs incurred by 
Olsson up to the date of termination, in accordance with the 
payment provisions of this Agreement. 
 
 5.2.1 In the event of a “for cause” termination of this 
Agreement by Client and (a) a final determination of default is 
entered against Olsson under Section 6.2 and (b) Client has fully 
satisfied all of its obligations under this Agreement, Olsson shall 
grant Client a limited license to use the Work Product pursuant 
to Section 7.1. 
 
5.3 The Client may terminate this Agreement for the 
Client’s convenience and without cause upon giving Olsson not 
less than seven (7) calendar days written notice. In the event of 
any termination that is not the fault of Olsson, the Client shall 
pay Olsson, in addition to payment for services rendered and 
reimbursable costs incurred, for all expenses reasonably 
incurred by Olsson in connection with the orderly termination of 
this Agreement, including but not limited to demobilization, 
reassignment of personnel, associated overhead costs, any 
fees, costs or expenses incurred by Olsson in preparing or 
negotiating any proposals submitted to Client for Olsson’s 
Scope of Services or Optional Additional Services under this 
Agreement and all other expenses directly resulting from the 
termination and a reasonable profit of ten percent (10%) of 
Olsson’s actual costs (including overhead) incurred. 
 
SECTION 6—DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 
6.1. Mediation 
 
 6.1.1 All questions in dispute under this Agreement 
shall be submitted to mediation.  On the written notice of either 
party to the other of the election to submit any dispute under this 
Agreement to mediation, each party shall designate their 
representatives and shall meet within ten (10) days after the 
service of the notice. The parties themselves shall then attempt 
to resolve the dispute within ten (10) days of meeting. 
 
 6.1.2 Should the parties themselves be unable to 
agree on a resolution of the dispute, and then the parties shall 
appoint a third party who shall be a competent and impartial 
party and who shall be acceptable to each party, to mediate the 
dispute. Any third party mediator shall be qualified to evaluate 
the performance of both of the parties, and shall be familiar with 
the design and construction progress. The third party shall meet 
to hear the dispute within ten (10) days of their selection and 
shall attempt to resolve the dispute within fifteen (15) days of 
first meeting. 
 
 6.1.3 Each party shall pay the fees and expenses of 
the third party mediator and such costs shall be borne equally 
by both parties. 
 
6.2 Arbitration or Litigation  
 
 6.2.1 Olsson and Client agree that from time to time, 
there may be conflicts, disputes and/or disagreements between 
them, arising out of or relating to the services of Olsson, the 
Project(s), or this Agreement (hereinafter collectively referred to 
as “Disputes”) which may not be resolved through mediation.  
Therefore, Olsson and Client agree that all Disputes shall be 
resolved by binding arbitration or litigation at the sole discretion 
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and choice of Olsson. If Olsson chooses arbitration, the 
arbitration proceeding shall proceed in accordance with the 
Construction Industry Arbitration Rules of the AAA.   
 
 6.2.2 Client hereby agrees that Olsson shall have the 
right to include Client, by consolidation, joinder or other manner, 
in any arbitration or litigation involving Olsson and a 
subconsultant or subcontractor of Olsson or Olsson and any 
other person or entity, regardless of who originally initiated such 
proceedings. 
  
 6.2.3 If Olsson chooses arbitration or litigation, either 
may be commenced at any time prior to or after completion of 
the Project(s), provided that if arbitration or litigation is 
commenced prior to the completion of the Project(s), the 
obligations of the parties under the terms of this Agreement shall 
not be altered by reason of the arbitration or litigation being 
conducted. Any arbitration hearings or litigation shall take place 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, the location of Olsson’s home office.   
 
 6.2.4 Except to the extent prohibited by law, the 
prevailing party in any arbitration or litigation relating to any 
Dispute shall be entitled to recover from the other party those 
reasonable attorney fees, costs and expenses incurred by the 
prevailing party in connection with the Dispute.  In the event of 
a Dispute involving a Claim (as hereinafter defined) against 
Olsson, Olsson shall be considered the “prevailing party” if 
Client is awarded materially less than the full amount of 
damages claimed by the Client in connection with the Dispute.  
In all other Disputes, “prevailing party” shall mean the party (if 
any) who obtains all, or substantially all, of the relief requested 
by that party in connection with the Dispute. 
 
6.3 Certification of Merit  
 
Client agrees that it will not assert any claim, including but not 
limited to, professional negligence, negligence, breach of 
contract, misconduct, error, omission, fraud, or 
misrepresentation (“Claim”) against Olsson, or any Olsson 
subconsultant, unless Client has first provided Olsson with a 
sworn certificate of merit affidavit setting forth the factual and 
legal basis for such Claim (the “Certificate”).  The Certificate 
shall be executed by an independent engineer (“Certifying 
Engineer”) currently licensed and practicing in the jurisdiction of 
the Project site.  The Certificate must contain: (a) the name and 
license number of the Certifying Engineer; (b the qualifications 
of the Certifying Engineer, including a list of all publications 
authored in the previous 10 years and a list of all cases in which 
the Certifying Engineer testified within the previous 4 years ; (c) 
a statement by the Certifying Engineer setting forth the factual 
basis for the Claim; (d) a statement by the Certifying Engineer 
of each and every act, error, or omission that the Certifying 
Engineer contends supports the Claim or any alleged violation 
of any applicable standard of care; (e) a statement  by the 
Certifying Engineer of all opinions the Certifying Engineer holds 
regarding the Claim or any alleged violation of any applicable 
standard of care; (f) a list of every document related to the 
Project reviewed by the Certifying Engineer; and (g) a list of 
every individual who provided Certifying Engineer with any 
information regarding the Project.  The Certificate shall be 
provided to Olsson not less than thirty (30) days prior to any 
arbitration or litigation commenced by Client or not less than ten 
(10) days prior to the initial response submitted by Client in any 
arbitration or litigation commenced by someone other than 
Client.  The Certificate is a condition precedent to the right of 
Client to assert any Claim in any litigation or arbitration and 

Client’s failure to timely provide a Certificate to Olsson will be 
grounds for automatic dismissal of the Claim with prejudice.  In 
any such instance, Olsson shall be entitled to an award of 
attorney’s fees, costs, and expenses. 
SECTION 7—MISCELLANEOUS 
 
7.1 Reuse of Documents 
 
All documents, including drawings, specifications, reports, 
boring logs, maps, field data, data, test results, information, 
recommendations, or opinions prepared or furnished by Olsson 
(and Olsson's independent professional associates and 
consultants) pursuant to this Agreement (“Work Product”), are 
all Olsson’s instruments of service, do not constitute goods or 
products, and are copyrighted works of Olsson. Olsson shall 
retain an ownership and property interest in such Work Product 
whether or not the Project(s) is completed. If Client has fully 
satisfied all of its obligations under this Agreement, Olsson shall 
grant Client a limited license to use the Work Product and Client 
may make and retain copies of Work Product for use in 
connection with the Project(s); however, such Work Product is 
for the exclusive use and benefit of Client or its agents in 
connection with the Project(s), are not intended to inform, guide 
or otherwise influence any other entities or persons with respect 
to any particular business transactions, and should not be relied 
upon by any entities or persons other than Client or its agents 
for any purpose other than the Project(s). Such Work Product is 
not intended or represented to be suitable for reuse by Client or 
others on extensions of the Project(s) or on any other Project(s). 
Client will not distribute or convey such Work Product to any 
other persons or entities without Olsson's prior written consent 
which shall include a release of Olsson from liability and 
indemnification by the third party. Any reuse of Work Product 
without written verification or adaptation by Olsson for the 
specific purpose intended will be at Client's sole risk and without 
liability or legal exposure to Olsson, or to Olsson's independent 
professional associates or consultants, and Client shall 
indemnify and hold harmless Olsson and Olsson's independent 
professional associates and consultants from all claims, 
damages, losses and expenses including attorneys' fees arising 
out of or resulting therefrom. Any such verification or adaptation 
of Work Product will entitle Olsson to further compensation at 
rates to be agreed upon by Client and Olsson. 
 
7.2 Electronic Files 
 
By accepting and utilizing any electronic file of any Work Product 
or other data transmitted by Olsson, the Client agrees for itself, 
its successors, assigns, insurers and all those claiming under or 
through it, that by using any of the information contained in the 
attached electronic file, all users agree to be bound by the 
following terms. All of the information contained in any electronic 
file is the work product and instrument of service of Olsson, who 
shall be deemed the author, and shall retain all common law, 
statutory law and other rights, including copyrights, unless the 
same have previously been transferred in writing to the Client. 
The information contained in any electronic file is provided for 
the convenience to the Client and is provided in “as is” condition. 
The Client is aware that differences may exist between the 
electronic files transferred and the printed hard-copy original 
signed and stamped drawings or reports. In the event of a 
conflict between the signed original documents prepared by 
Olsson and the electronic files, which may be transferred, the 
signed and sealed original documents shall govern. Olsson 
specifically disclaims all warranties, expressed or implied, 
including without limitation, and any warranty of merchantability 
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or fitness for a particular purpose with respect to any electronic 
files. It shall be Client’s responsibility to confirm the accuracy of 
the information contained in the electronic file and that it 
accurately reflects the information needed by the Client. Client 
shall not retransmit any electronic files, or any portion thereof, 
without including this disclaimer as part of any such 
transmissions.  In addition, Client agrees, to the fullest extent 
permitted by law, to indemnify and hold harmless Olsson, its 
officers, directors, employees and sub consultants against any 
and all damages, liabilities, claims or costs, including 
reasonable attorney’s and expert witness fees and defense 
costs, arising from any changes made by anyone other than 
Olsson or from any reuse of the electronic files without the prior 
written consent of Olsson.  
 
7.3 Opinion of Probable Cost 
 
Since Olsson has no control over the cost of labor, materials, 
equipment or services furnished by others, or over the 
contractor(s)' methods of determining prices, or over competitive 
bidding or market conditions, Olsson's Opinion of Probable Cost 
provided for herein is made on the basis of Olsson's experience 
and qualifications and represent Olsson's best judgment as an 
experienced and qualified professional engineer, familiar with 
the construction industry. Client acknowledges and agrees that 
Olsson cannot and does not guarantee proposals or bids and 
that actual total Project(s) or construction costs may reasonably 
vary from Olsson’s Opinion of Probable Cost. If prior to the 
bidding or negotiating phase Client wishes greater assurance as 
to total Project(s) or construction costs, Client shall employ an 
independent cost estimator as provided in paragraph 3.4.3.  If 
Olsson’s Opinion of Probable Cost was performed in 
accordance with its standard of care and was reasonable under 
the total circumstances, any services performed by Olsson to 
modify the contract documents to bring the construction cost 
within any limitation established by Client will be considered 
Optional Additional Services and paid for as such by Client. If, 
however, Olsson’s Opinion of Probable Cost was not performed 
in accordance with its standard of care and was unreasonable 
under the total circumstances and the lowest negotiated bid for 
construction of the Project(s) unreasonably exceeds Olsson's 
Opinion of Probable Cost, Olsson shall modify its work as 
necessary to adjust the Project(s)’ size, and/or quality to 
reasonably comply with the Client’s budget at no additional cost 
to Client. Under such circumstances, Olsson’s modification of its 
work at no cost shall be the limit of Olsson’s responsibility with 
regard to any unreasonable Opinion of Probable Cost. 
 
7.4 Prevailing Wages 
 
It is Client's responsibility to determine whether the Project(s) is 
covered under any prevailing wage regulations. Unless Client 
specifically informs Olsson in writing that the Project(s) is a 
prevailing wage project and is identified as such in the Scope of 
Services, Client agrees to reimburse Olsson and to defend, 
indemnify and hold harmless Olsson from and against any 
liability, including costs, fines and attorneys' fees, resulting from 
a subsequent determination that the Project(s) was covered 
under any prevailing wage regulations. 
 
7.5 Samples 
 
All material testing samples shall remain the property of the 
Client. If appropriate, Olsson shall preserve samples obtained 
no longer than forty-five (45) days after the issuance of any 
document that includes the data obtained from those samples. 

After that date, Olsson may dispose of the samples or return 
them to Client at Client's cost. 
 
 
7.6 Standard of Care 
 
Olsson will strive to perform its services in a manner consistent 
with and limited to that level of care and skill ordinarily exercised 
by members of Olsson’s profession providing similar services in 
the same locality under similar circumstances at the time 
Olsson’s services are performed. This Agreement creates no 
other representation, warranty or guarantee, express or implied. 
 
7.7 Force Majeure 
 
Any delay in the performance of any of the duties or obligations 
of either party hereto (except the payment of money) shall not 
be considered a breach of this Agreement and the time required 
for performance shall be extended for a period equal to the 
period of such delay, provided that such delay has been caused 
by or is the result of any acts of God, acts of the public enemy, 
insurrections, riots, embargoes, labor disputes, including strikes, 
lockouts, job actions, boycotts, fires, explosions, floods, 
shortages of material or energy, or other unforeseeable causes 
beyond the control and without the fault or negligence of the 
party so affected. The affected party shall give prompt notice to 
the other party of such cause, and shall take promptly whatever 
reasonable steps are necessary to relieve the effect of such 
cause. 
 
7.8 Equal Employment Opportunity 
 
Olsson and any sub-consultant or subcontractor shall abide by 
the requirements of 41 CFR 60-1.4(a), 60-300.5(a) and 60-
741.5(a). These regulations prohibit discrimination against 
qualified individuals based on their status as protected veterans 
or individuals with disabilities, and prohibit discrimination against 
all individuals based on their race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or national origin or any other 
protected characteristic under applicable law. Moreover, these 
regulations require that covered prime contractors and 
subcontractors take affirmative action to employ and advance in 
employment individuals without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability 
or veteran status or any other protected characteristic under 
applicable law. Olsson and any sub-consultant or subcontractor 
certify that they do not operate any programs that promote DEI 
in a way that violates applicable federal anti-discrimination laws. 
 
7.9 Confidentiality 
 
In performing this Agreement, the parties may disclose to each 
other written, oral, electronic, graphic, machine-readable, 
tangible or intangible, non-public, confidential or proprietary data 
or information in any form or medium, including but not limited 
to: (1) information of a business, planning, marketing, 
conceptual, design, or technical nature;  (2) models, tools, 
hardware, software or source code; and (3) any documents, 
videos, photographs, audio files, data, studies, reports, 
flowcharts, works in progress, memoranda, notes, files or 
analyses that contain, summarize or are based upon any non-
public, proprietary or confidential information (hereafter referred 
to as the "Information").  The Information is not required to be 
marked as confidential.   
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 7.9.1 Therefore, Olsson and Client agree that the 
party receiving Information from the other party to this 
Agreement (the “Receiving Party”) shall keep Information 
confidential and not use the Information in any manner other 
than in the performance of this Agreement without prior written 
approval of the party disclosing Information (the “Disclosing 
Party”) unless Client is a public entity and the release of 
Information is required by law or legal process. 
  
 7.9.2  Prior to the start of construction on the Project, 
the existence of discussions between the parties, the purpose 
of this Agreement, and this Agreement shall be considered 
Information subject to the confidentiality provisions of this 
Agreement.  
 
 7.9.3  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, 
the Receiving Party shall have no obligation to preserve the 
confidentiality of any Information which:  
  

7.9.3.1 was previously known to the Receiving 
Party free of any obligation to keep it confidential; or  
  

7.9.3.2  is or becomes publicly available by other 
than unauthorized disclosures; or  
  

7.9.3.3 is independently developed by the 
Receiving Party without a breach of this Agreement; or  

  
7.9.3.4  is disclosed to third parties by the 

Disclosing Party without restrictions; or  
  
7.9.3.5 is received from a third party not subject to 

any confidentiality obligations.  
  
 7.9.4 In the event that the Receiving Party is required 
by law or legal process to disclose any of Information of the 
Disclosing Party, the Receiving Party required to disclose such 
Information shall provide the Disclosing Party with prompt oral 
and written notice, unless notice is prohibited by law (in which 
case such notice shall be provided as early as may be legally 
permissible), of any such requirement so that the Disclosing 
Party may seek a protective order or other appropriate remedy. 
 
 7.9.5 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein 
(or to the contrary of any existing or future nondisclosure, 
confidentiality or similar agreement between the parties), Olsson 
is authorized, to use, display, reproduce, publish, transmit, and 
distribute Information (including, but not limited to, videos and 
photographs of the Project) on and in any and all formats and 
media (including, but not limited to, Olsson’s internet website) 
throughout the world and in all languages in connection with or 
in any manner relating to the marketing, advertising, selling, 
qualifying, proposing, commercializing, and promotion of Olsson 
and/or its services and business and in connection with any 
other lawful purpose of Olsson. In the event of any conflict or 
inconsistency between the provisions of this section and any 
other prior or future nondisclosure, confidentiality or similar 
agreement between the parties, the terms of this section shall 
take precedence.       
 
 7.9.6  Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be 
construed as altering any rights that the Disclosing Party has in 
the Information exchanged with or disclosed to the Receiving 
Party, and upon request, the Receiving Party will return all 
Information received in tangible form to the Disclosing Party, or 
at the Receiving Party’s option, destroy all such Information. If 

the Receiving Party exercises its option to destroy the 
Information, the Receiving Party shall certify such destruction to 
the Disclosing Party.  
  
 7.9.7  The parties acknowledge that disclosure or use 
of Information in violation of this Agreement could cause 
irreparable harm for which monetary damages may be difficult 
to ascertain or constitute an inadequate remedy.  Each party 
therefore agrees that the Disclosing Party shall be entitled in 
addition to its other rights to seek injunctive relief for any 
violation of this Agreement.  
 
 7.9.8  The obligations of confidentiality set forth herein 
shall survive termination of this Agreement but shall only remain 
in effect for a period of one (1) year from the date the Information 
is first disclosed. 
 
7.10 Damage or Injury to Subterranean Structures or 
Utilities, Hazardous Materials, Pollution and Contamination 
 
 7.10.1 To the extent that work pursuant to this 
Agreement requires any sampling, boring, excavation, ditching 
or other disruption of the soil or subsurface at the Site, Olsson 
shall confer with Client prior to such activity and Client will be 
responsible for identifying, locating and marking, as necessary, 
any private subterranean structures or utilities and  Olsson shall 
be responsible for arranging investigation of public subterranean 
structures or utilities through an appropriate utility one-call 
provider. Thereafter, Olsson shall take all reasonable 
precautions to avoid damage or injury to subterranean 
structures or utilities which were identified by Client or the one-
call provider. Olsson shall not be responsible for any damage, 
liability or costs, for any property damage, injury or economic 
loss arising or allegedly arising from damages to subterranean 
structures or utilities caused by subsurface penetrations in 
locations approved by Client and/or the one call provider or not 
correctly shown on any plans, drawings or utility clearance 
provided to Olsson, except for damages caused by the 
negligence of Olsson in the use of such information. 
 
 7.10.2 It is understood and agreed that any assistance 
Olsson may provide Client in the disposal of waste materials 
shall not result in Olsson being deemed as a generator, 
arranger, transporter or disposer of hazardous materials or 
hazardous waste as defined under any law or regulation. Title to 
all samples and waste materials remains with Client, and at no 
time shall Olsson take title to the above material. Client may 
authorize Olsson to execute Hazardous Waste Manifest, Bill of 
Lading or other forms as agent of Client.  If Client requests 
Olsson to execute such documents as its agent, the Hazardous 
Waste Manifest, Bill of Lading or other similar documents shall 
be completed in the name of the Client. Client agrees to 
indemnify and hold Olsson harmless from any and all claims that 
Olsson is a generator, arranger, transporter, or disposer of 
hazardous waste as a result of any actions of Olsson, including, 
but not limited to, Olsson signing a Hazardous Waste Manifest, 
Bill of Lading or other form on behalf of Client. 
 
 7.10.3 At any time, Olsson can request in writing that 
Client remove samples, cuttings and hazardous substances 
generated by the Project(s) from the project site or other 
location.  Client shall promptly comply with such request, and 
pay and be responsible for the removal and lawful disposal of 
samples, cuttings and hazardous substances, unless other 
arrangements are mutually agreed upon in writing. 
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 7.10.4 Client shall release Olsson of any liability for, 
and shall defend and indemnify Olsson against any and all 
claims, liability and expense resulting from operations under this 
Agreement  on account of injury to, destruction of, or loss or 
impairment of any property right in or to oil, gas, or other mineral 
substance or water, if at the time of the act or omission causing 
such injury, destruction, loss or impairment, said substance had 
not been reduced to physical possession above the surface of 
the earth, and for any loss or damage to any formation, strata, 
reservoir beneath the surface of the earth. 
 
 7.10.5 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained herein, it is understood and agreed by and between 
Olsson and Client that the responsibility for pollution and 
contamination shall be as follows:  
 

7.10.5.1 Unless otherwise provided herein, Client 
shall assume all responsibility for, including control and removal 
of, and protect, defend and save harmless Olsson from and 
against all claims, demands and causes of action of every kind 
and character arising from pollution or contamination (including 
naturally occurring radioactive material) which originates above 
the surface of the land or water from spills of fuels, lubricants, 
motor oils, pipe dope, paints, solvents, ballast, bilge and 
garbage, except unavoidable pollution from reserve pits, wholly 
in Olsson’s possession and control and directly associated with 
Olsson’s equipment.   
 

7.10.5.2 In the event a third party commits an act or 
omission which results in pollution or contamination for which 
either Olsson or Client, for whom such party is performing work, 
is held to be legally liable, the responsibility therefore shall be 
considered as between Olsson and Client, to be the same as if 
the party for whom the work was performed had performed the 
same and all of the obligations regarding defense, indemnity, 
holding harmless and limitation of responsibility and liability, as 
set forth herein, shall be specifically applied. 

 
7.11 Controlling Law and Venue 
 
The parties agree that this Agreement and any legal actions 
concerning its validity, interpretation or performance shall be 
governed by the laws of the State of Nebraska.  It is further 
agreed that any legal action between the parties arising out of 
this Agreement or the performance of services shall be brought 
in a court of competent jurisdiction in Nebraska. 
 
7.12 Subconsultants 
 
Olsson may utilize as necessary in its discretion subconsultants 
and other subcontractors. Olsson will be paid for all services 
rendered by its subconsultants and other subconsultants as set 
forth in this Agreement. 
 
7.13 Assignment 
 
 7.13.1 Client and Olsson each are hereby bound and 
the partners, successors, executors, administrators and legal 
representatives of Client and Olsson (and to the extent 
permitted by paragraph 7.13.2 the assigns of Client and Olsson) 
are hereby bound to the other party to this Agreement and to the 
partners, successors, executors, administrators and legal 
representatives (and said assigns) of such other party, in 
respect of all covenants, agreements and obligations of this 
Agreement. 
 

 7.13.2 Neither Client nor Olsson shall assign, sublet or 
transfer any rights under or interest in (including, but without 
limitation, moneys that may become due or moneys that are 
due) this Agreement without the written consent of the other, 
except to the extent that any assignment, subletting or transfer 
is mandated by law or the effect of this limitation may be 
restricted by law. Unless specifically stated to the contrary in any 
written consent to an assignment, no assignment will release or 
discharge the assignor from any duty or responsibility under this 
Agreement. Nothing contained in this paragraph shall prevent 
Olsson from employing such subconsultants and other 
subcontractors as Olsson may deem appropriate to assist in the 
performance of services under this Agreement. 
 
 7.13.3 Nothing under this Agreement shall be 
construed to give any rights or benefits in this Agreement to 
anyone other than Client and Olsson, and all duties and 
responsibilities undertaken pursuant to this Agreement will be 
for the sole and exclusive benefit of Client and Olsson and not 
for the benefit of any other party. There are no third-party 
beneficiaries of this Agreement. 
 
7.14 Indemnity 
 
Olsson and Client mutually agree, to the fullest extent permitted 
by law, to indemnify and hold each other harmless from any and 
all damages, liabilities or costs, including reasonable attorneys’ 
fees and defense costs, relating to third party personal injury or 
third party property damage and arising from their own negligent 
acts, errors or omissions in the performance of their services 
under this Agreement, but only to the extent that each party is 
responsible for such damages, liabilities or costs on a 
comparative basis of fault. 
 
7.15 Limitation on Damages 
 
 7.15.1 Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Agreement, and to the fullest extent permitted by law, neither 
party’s individual employees, principals, officers or directors 
shall be subject to personal liability or damages arising out of or 
connected in any way to the Project(s) or to this Agreement. 
 
 7.15.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Agreement, and to the fullest extent permitted by law, neither 
Client nor Olsson, their respective officers, directors, partners, 
employees, contractors or subconsultants shall be liable to the 
other or shall make any claim for any delay damages, any 
punitive damages or any incidental, indirect or consequential 
damages arising out of or connected in any way to the Project(s) 
or to this Agreement. This mutual waiver of delay damages and 
consequential damages shall include, but is not limited to, 
disruptions, accelerations, inefficiencies, increased construction 
costs, increased home office overhead, loss of use, loss of profit, 
loss of business, loss of income, loss of reputation or any other 
delay or consequential damages that either party may have 
incurred from any cause of action including, but not limited to, 
negligence, statutory violations, misrepresentation, fraud, 
deceptive trade practices, breach of fiduciary duties,  strict 
liability, breach of contract and/or breach of strict or implied 
warranty. Both the Client and Olsson shall require similar 
waivers of consequential damages protecting all the entities or 
persons named herein in all contracts and subcontracts with 
others involved in the Project(s). 
 
 7.15.3 Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Agreement, Client agrees that, to the fullest extent permitted by 
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law, Olsson’s total liability to the Client for any and all injuries, 
claims, losses, expenses, damages, attorneys’ fees or claims 
expenses of any kind arising from any services provided by or 
through Olsson under this Agreement, shall not exceed the 
amount of Olsson’s fee earned under this Agreement.  Client 
acknowledges that such causes include, but are not limited to, 
negligence, statutory violations, misrepresentation, fraud, 
deceptive trade practices, breach of fiduciary duties, strict 
liability, breach of contract and/or breach of strict or implied 
warranty. This limitation of liability shall apply to all phases of 
Olsson’s services performed in connection with the Project(s), 
whether subsequent to or prior to the execution of this 
Agreement. 
 
7.16 Entire Agreement/Severability 
 
This Agreement supersedes all prior communications, 
understandings and agreements, whether oral or written.  
Amendments to this Agreement must be in writing and signed 
by the Client and Olsson.  If any part of this Agreement is found 
to conflict with applicable law, such part alone shall be null and 
void and considered stricken, but the remainder of this 
Agreement shall be given full force and effect. 
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