
  

"OPEN MEETINGS ACT"
  

 
City of Blair Regular Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board 

Meeting
City Council Chambers

September 16, 2025 - 5:30 PM

 
 
 

A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits
 

AGENDA
 
NOTE: A current copy of the agenda can be obtained at the City Clerk's Office 
at 218 S. 16th Street, Blair, Nebraska or on the City website at 
www.blairnebraska.org.  The City Council reserves the right to go into Executive 
Session at any time.

1.Meeting called to order by Chairperson Jensen at 5:30 p.m.
2.Roll Call of members.
3.Approval of minutes from the August 19, 2025, meeting.
4.Budget report for August, 2025
5.Discussion and possible action regarding Dog Park Rules and Regulations.
6.Discussion and possible action regarding installation of pickleball windscreens.
7.Staff Report.
8.Motion and second by Council members to adjourn the meeting.

 
A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits

http://www.blairnebraska.org/


City of Blair Regular Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board Meeting 
August 19, 2025 

  
 Agenda Item #1 - The Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board met in regular 
session in the City Council Chambers on August 19, 2025 at 5:30 PM and called to order by Vice 
Chairperson Boeka.  
  
 The Vice Chairperson publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the 
Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available for review and indicated the location of such copy 
posted in the room where the meeting was being held.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance 
thereof by publication in the Enterprise or the Pilot -Tribune as shown by the affidavit of 
publication filed in the City Clerk's office. Notice of the meeting was simultaneously given to all 
members of the Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board and the agenda is filed in the 
City Clerk's office. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the 
notice to the Board of this meeting. All proceedings shown hereafter were taken while the 
convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.  

 Agenda Item #2 - Roll Call of members – The following were present: Betsy Anderson, 
Kristi Rounds, Sarah Boeka and Todd Wick. Absent: Joe Burns and Neil Jensen. Also present 
were City Administrator Green, Director of Public Works Heaton, and Non-Lawyer Assistant 
Ferrari. 

 Agenda Item #3 - Approval of minutes from the July 15, 2025 - Motion by Kristi Rounds, 
second by Betsy Anderson to approve the Minutes from the July 15, 2025, meeting. Betsy 
Anderson: Yea, Sarah Boeka: Yea, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd Wick: Yea. Absent: Joe Burns, Neil 
Jensen, All Board members voted: Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2. Vice Chairperson Boeka declared 
the motion carried. 

 Agenda #4 - Budget report for July, 2025 – Vice Chairperson Boeka stated the budget 
report for July 2025 is presented for review. No action is required. 

 Agenda #5 - Discussion and possible action regarding a request to install a half-court 
basketball court at Ridgeview Park – Public Works Director Heaton stated Mayor Rump was 
approached by a citizen who requested a basketball hoop be installed at Ridgeview Park. If agreed 
upon the citizen would donate the basketball hoop. After discussion with various staff members, 
it was suggested a half-court basketball court be installed at Ridgeview Park. The hoop was 
purchased for about $2000 and City staff would do the necessary concrete work. Mindy Rump, 
1663 Washington Street, expressed her support for the installation of a half-court basketball court 
at Ridgeview Park. She believes it is an ideal location. She also noted that the City of Blair does 
not have any public basketball courts in any city parks at this time and believes it will fill a needed 
gap. Motion by Betsy Anderson, second by Sarah Boeka to recommend installing a half-court 
basketball court at Ridgeview Park. Board Members voted as follows: Betsy Anderson: Yea, Sarah 
Boeka: Yea, Joe Burns: Absent, Neil Jensen: Absent, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd Wick: Yea. All 
members voted: Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2. Vice Chairperson Boeka declared the motion carried. 

 Agenda #6 - Discussion and possible action regarding the dog park location and draft of 
rules – Public Works Director Heaton reported the recently proposed location for the dog park at 



Black Elk-Neihart Park and Adams Street, discussed during July’s meeting, raised concerns from 
multiple residents in the nearby neighborhood. In response, the staff revisited the plan and 
identified an alternative site within Black Elk-Neihardt Park. This location is on upper portion just 
south of the water tower. Heaton reviewed all three proposed sites, verifying that each has a water 
source and will require roughly the same amount of fencing. Cost estimates are as follows: 1) 
Steyer Park - $250,000-$500,000 mainly due to the extensive concrete work required; 2) Black 
Elk-Neihart and Adams Street (Lower Location) - $30,500 and 3) Black Elk-Neihart Park (Upper 
Location) - $31,700. After discussion, staff recommend the upper location at Black Elk-Neihart 
Park because of its cost effectiveness, accessibility from the existing trail, and distance from 
neighborhoods. Board members discussed how existing features such as park benches, trees and 
bushes will be affected. Heaton also presented a list of rules and regulations for review. Non-
lawyer assistant Ferrari addressed the Board. She confirmed that contrary to what a citizen 
indicated at the recent Council meeting, based on her research, dog park rules and regulations in 
other cities are separate and not included in Municipal Code books. Board member Andersen 
requested, at this time, the focus be on finalizing a location, and discussion regarding rules and 
regulations may continue in the meantime. Motion by Betsy Anderson, second by Todd Wick to 
recommend re-locating the dog park to upper location of Black Elk-Neihardt Park. Board members 
voted as follows: Betsy Anderson: Yea, Sarah Boeka: Yea, Joe Burns: Absent, Neil Jensen: 
Absent, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd Wick: Yea. All members voted: Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2. Vice 
Chairperson Boeka declared the motion carried. 

 Agenda #7 - Discussion and possible action on maintenance of Potters Field at the 
Cemetery – Public Works Director Heaton stated Potters Field is an area located in the back of the 
cemetery that many years ago was a designated burial lot for the poor or transient population. It 
provided a place to be laid to rest at little to no cost. Pastor Richard Thomas, 657 N 22nd Street, 
indicated that although the graves are very old, they still deserve to be maintained and respected. 
He requested permission for a group of volunteers from First Lutheran to clear away the overgrown 
trees and brush in the area on September 6, 2025. Pastor Thomas stated the church has secured 
funding to pay for eight hours of tree removal services and they have someone lined up who has 
equipment. The Board expressed concern regarding grave disturbances during clean-up. Park 
Supervisor Bilslend indicated the department is in support and he will flag any known graves prior 
to the work being done. City Administrator Green expressed his desires to the Board that they 
create guidelines for future volunteer groups to assist in the maintenance of Potter’s Field as the 
Parks Department currently lacks the necessary staff to maintain it on a regular basis. Pastor 
Thomas confirmed that First Lutheran Church intends to continue to provide an annual day of 
service to assist in the upkeep. Motion by Todd Wick, second by Betsy Anderson to recommend 
approval for First Lutheran Church to complete a clean-up service project at Potters Field with no 
expectations to maintain in the future. Members voted as follows: Betsy Anderson: Yea, Sarah 
Boeka: Yea, Joe Burns: Absent, Neil Jensen: Absent, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd Wick: Yea. All 
members voted: Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2. Vice Chairperson Boeka declared the motion carried. 

 Agenda #8 - Staff Report – Public Works Director Heaton expressed his appreciation to 
the Parks Department for their help with cleanup from August 9th’s storm. He indicated there was 
significant damage at the cemetery and many trees were lost. The Blair Football Team provided a 
lot of assistance cleaning up the cemetery and Heaton extended a thank you. He also noted the 
pool officially closed on August 9th and has been drained for the season. He also reminded Board 
members of the upcoming budget and indicated it is still in flux.  



 Agenda #9 – Adjournment - Motion by Kristi Rounds, second by Todd Wick to adjourn 
the meeting 6:18 p.m. Members voted as follows: Betsy Anderson: Yea, Sarah Boeka: Yea, Joe 
Burns: Absent, Neil Jensen: Absent, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd Wick: Yea. All members voted: 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2. Vice Chairperson Boeka declared the motion carried. 

  
  







MEMORANDUM 
TO: Blair Cemetery, Parks, and Recreation Advisory Board

From: CJ Heaton, Director of Public Works

Date: 9/16/25

Re: Dog Park Rules and Regulations

Attached are the proposed dog park rules and regulations.  Looking for suggestions 
or changes to approve for recommendation to the City Council. 

Approve recommending the dog park rules and regulations to the 
city council.

$NA

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mandy Jo Memorial Dog Park 
Hours of Operation 
 
30 minutes before sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset 
 

General Dog Park Guidelines 
 
The dog park is for dogs and their owners only – handlers must be 16 years old. 
No more than 2 dogs per handler. 
Owners must remain in the park and always keep dogs within sight and control. 
All dog waste must be cleaned up by the owner. 
No Food, Treats, or glass containers permitted in the dog park area. 
No smoking or alcohol use in the dog park. 
 

Dog Requirements 
 
All dogs shall be leashed before entering and after exiting the dog park. 
Aggressive dogs are not allowed. 
Puppies using the dog park must be 4 months old and fully vaccinated. 
All dogs must be current on all vaccines and licenses. 
Dogs must have a collar with ID tags while in the dog park. 
Dogs in heat shall not use the dog park. 
Owners are responsible for their dog's behavior and any injuries or damage caused by their 
dog. 
Dogs showing signs of illness shall not enter the dog park. 
Dogs should use the appropriate section for the size of the dog. 
 

Reporting Issues and Maintenance Concerns 
 
Emergencies – CALL 911 
Animal control issues – 402 426 4747 
Park/facility concerns – 402 426 4191 or 402 533 8589 
 

The City of Blair is not responsible for injury, illness, or damage to dogs or 
people.  Use of the dog park is at your own risk. 
 



Estimate
DATE

9/12/2025

ESTIMATE NO.

10375

NAME / ADDRESS

City of Blair
James Bilslend
218 South 16th Street
Blair, NE. 68008

911 S 20th STREET
Omaha, NE 68108
402-597-6296

PROJECT

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION QTY U/M COST TOTAL

Tuffy Windscreen 7'8" high x 65' wide 2 668.00 1,336.00T
With 7 Boxed Hemmed Windows - Color: TBD

Tuffy Windscreen 7'8" high x 31' wide 2 316.00 632.00T
With 3 Boxed Hemmed Windows - Color: TBD

Tuffy Windscreen 7'8" high x 56' wide 2 575.00 1,150.00T
With 6 Boxed Hemmed Windows - Color: TBD

Tuffy Windscreen 7'8" high x 31'6" wide 2 320.00 640.00T
With 3 Boxed Hemmed Windows - Color: TBD

Tuffy Windscreen 8' high x 3' wide 4 60.00 240.00T
Color: TBD

Plastic Cable Ties Heavy-Duty 8" Black -Pkg of 100 9 31.95 287.55T

Shipping / Handling 1 464.00 464.00
Sales Tax Exempt 0.00 0.00

$4,749.55
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