
  

"OPEN MEETINGS ACT"
  

 
City of Blair Regular Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board 

Meeting
City Council Chambers

August 19, 2025 - 5:30 PM

 
 
 

A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits
 

AGENDA
 
NOTE: A current copy of the agenda can be obtained at the City Clerk's Office 
at 218 S. 16th Street, Blair, Nebraska or on the City website at 
www.blairnebraska.org.  The City Council reserves the right to go into Executive 
Session at any time.

1.Meeting called to order by Chairperson Jensen at 5:30 p.m.
2.Roll Call of members.
3.Approval of minutes from the July 15, 2025, meeting.
4.Budget report for July, 2025
5.Discussion and possible action regarding a request to install a half court basketball 

court at Ridgeview Park.
6.Discussion and possible action regarding the dog park location and draft of rules.
7.Discussion and possible action on maintenance of Potters Field at the Cemetery.
8.Staff Report.
9.Motion and second by Council members to adjourn the meeting.

 
A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits

http://www.blairnebraska.org/


City of Blair Regular Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board Meeting 
July 15, 2025 

  
Agenda Item #1 - The Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board met in regular 

session in the City Council Chambers on July 15, 2025 at 5:30 PM.  The following were present: 
Betsy Anderson, Sarah Boeka, Joe Burns, Neil Jensen, Kristi Rounds. Absent: Todd Wick.  Also 
present were City Administrator Green and Non-Lawyer Assistant Ferrari.  
  

The Chairman publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open 
Meetings Act was available for review and indicated the location of such copy posted in the room 
where the meeting was being held.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by 
publication in the Enterprise or the Pilot -Tribune as shown by the affidavit of publication filed in 
the City Clerk's office. Notice of the meeting was simultaneously given to all members of the 
Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory Board, and a copy of their acknowledgement of receipt 
of notice and the agenda is filed in the City Clerk's office. Availability of the agenda was 
communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Board of this meeting. All proceedings 
hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
  Agenda Item #2 – Roll Call of members - Meeting called to order by Chairperson Jensen 
at 5:30 p.m. 

Agenda Item #3 - Approval of minutes from the June 15, 2025 – Motion by Betsy 
Anderson, second by Kristi Rounds to approve the Minutes from June 15, 2025 meeting. Betsy 
Anderson: Yea, Sarah Boeka: Yea, Joe Burns: Yea, Neil Jensen: Yea, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd 
Wick: Absent, All members voted: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 

Agenda Item #4 - Budget report for June 2025 – Chairperson Jensen presented the June 
2025 budget for review. No action required.  

 Agenda Item #5 – Discussion and possible action regarding a formal recommendation to 
the City Council to locate the Dog Park next to the Black Elk-Neihardt Park playground at Adams 
Street and Stone Creek Drive – City Administrator Green addressed board members regarding 
relocating the dog park from the current proposed location at Steyer Park to Black Elk-Neihardt 
Park at Adams Street and Stone Creek Drive. He noted that relocating the dog park would offer 
several advantages. Parking is already available at this location, and the ground is mostly flat. The 
concrete work will be minimal and could likely be completed by the Streets and Utilities 
Departments. As a visual, City Administrator Green displayed a panoramic view of the playground 
and surrounding area at Black Elk-Neihardt Park. He outlined the parameters of the dog park. A 
sally port will be located at the front entrance, with a small dog park to the left and a large dog to 
the right. He suggested the existing playground and picnic table be kept with plans to refresh them 
in the future. Additional picnic tables will be added both inside and out. Also, there is a water line 
nearby that can easily be accessed. Anderson requested a fence with an upgraded look. She also 
suggested adding a bioswale, which is a landscape feature designed to manage stormwater runoff, 
be considered for the nearby drainage area. She believes it will enhance the natural foliage and 
should not create more maintenance for the Parks department. There is not any lighting features 
planned at this time. Motion by Kristi Rounds, second by Neil Jensen to recommend approval to 
the Mayor and City Council to locate the Dog Park next to the Black Elk-Neihardt Park playground 



at Adams Street and Stone Creek Drive. All members voted as follows: Betsy Anderson: Yea, 
Sarah Boeka: Yea, Joe Burns: Yea, Neil Jensen: Yea, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd Wick: Absent. All 
members voted: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 

 Agenda #6 - Discussion and possible action regarding sidewalk and right-of-way cleaning 
and maintenance in the downtown area – Non-Lawyer Assistance Ferrari recently spoke with 
Board Member Anderson regarding maintenance and clean up in the downtown area. Anderson 
has noticed a significant amount of trash and debris and questioned Ferrari about who is 
responsible for keeping storefronts and walkways clean. Ferrari confirmed that just as on 
residential properties, building owners in the downtown area are required to maintain and clean 
the front walkways of their property. She suggested sending a letter from the Parks, Recreation 
and Cemetery Advisory Board to the property owners clarifying the Parks department will 
maintain city trees, planters, and sidewalks and they are required to clear leaves and trash from 
their storefront and walkways. Keeping the downtown clean requires teamwork from both parties. 
Anderson inquired about instances where properties owners ignore the request and whether the 
City could hire someone to clean it up and assess the fees toward the property. City Administrator 
Green indicated that Nebraska recently passed legislation that allows for downtown building 
registration, which may offer options for addressing such situations. Motion by Sarah Boeka, 
second by Joe Burns, to authorize the sending of letters pertaining to the cleaning and maintenance 
of the sidewalks and right of ways in the downtown area. All members voted as follows: Betsy 
Anderson: Yea, Sarah Boeka: Yea, Joe Burns: Yea, Neil Jensen: Yea, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd 
Wick: Absent. All members voted: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 

 Agenda #7 - Staff Report – City Administrator Green reminded the board members that 
the annual budget workshop is scheduled for July 29th. It is a public meeting, and all are invited to 
attend. Chairperson Jensen requested an update on Generations Park. City Administrator Green 
confirmed that everything is going well and noted security cameras will be installed soon.  

 Agenda Item #9 – Adjournment - Motion by Joe Burns, second by Neil Jensen to adjourn 
the meeting at 6:39 p.m. Board members voted as follows: Betsy Anderson: Yea, Joe Burns: Yea, 
Neil Jensen: Yea, Kristi Rounds: Yea, Todd Wick: Absent, Sarah Boeka: Absent. All members 
voted: Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

 

Angel Clements, Recording Secretary  

 

  
  











MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Cemetery, Parks, and Recreation Advisory Board  

From:  CJ Heaton, Director of Public Works 

Date:  8/19/25 

Re:  Ridgeview Basketball Court 

Earlier this summer, Mayor Rump was approached by a donor who wanted to see a 
basketball hoop installed at Ridgeview Park.  Staff purchased a basketball hoop for about 
$2000, and the donor reimbursed the city.  Staff would like to get the blessing and 
recommendation from the Park Board to present the plan to the City Council.  Public Works 
staff would do all the installation.  Only needing to purchase concrete.   

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the location at Ridgeview Park  

Financial Impact: Hoop donated ~$2,000 for concrete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Dog Park  Rules & Regulations 

 
 Safety:  

1. Dog(s) must be leashed prior to entering and leaving the dog park area.  
2. Dogs MUST always wear a collar and ID tags inside the park area. 
3. Dogs must be properly licensed, inoculated, and healthy to use the park.  
4. Owner(s) MUST monitor their dog(s) always.  
5. Dog(s) showing aggressiveness, or a history of aggression, towards people or other 

animals must be removed from the dog park area, immediately.  
6. Dogs in heat prohibited inside the dog park area. 

 
Owners:  

1. Owners must have a leash with them.  
2. Owners are legally responsible for their dog(s) and any injuries or damage caused by their 

dog(s).  
3. Owners must immediately clean up after their dog(s).  
4. Owners Shall refrain from smoking and eating within the fenced dog park area.  
5. Children under the age of twelve (12) prohibited from the dog park area unless actively 

supervised by a parent or guardian. 
 
General dog park area:  

1. Puppies using the park must be at least four (4) months old.  
2. No food (human or dog), beverages, glass, sharp objects, or weapons permitted inside 

the dog park area.  
3. All areas both inside and outside the dog park area must remain clean and clear of dog 

waste, litter, and cigarette butts.  
4. No glass receptacles or alcohol permitted in the dog park area.  
5. Bike riding, skateboarding, rollerblading/skating, and sledding prohibited inside the dog 

park area.  
6. No toys (human or dog) allowed in the park. 
7. Violators will be subject to REMOVAL from the park and suspension of park privileges. 

 
To Report Issues:  

1. To report an animal related incident, please contact Blair Animal Control at (402) 426-
4747.  

2. To report equipment/facility damage or maintenance related issues, please contact the 
Blair Parks Department at (402) 426-4191.  

3. To report any non-animal related incident, please call 9-1-1. 



MEMORANDUM 
TO: Blair Cemetery, Parks, and Recreation Advisory Board 

From: CJ Heaton, Director of Public Works 

Date: 8/19/25  

Re: Dog Park Locations 

 Staff have further reviewed the dog park locations for Blair and have some 
estimates on what it could potentially cost for three locations.  Each site will have a water 
source and at least one picnic table and dog waste station/trash can in each area.   

Steyer Park Location 

 Total Estimate of $250,000-$500,000.  Primary concerns with constructability at this 
location with a lot of work for ADA requirements.  Distance to extend water.   

Black Elk Playground Area 

 Estimate: Fencing $23,000; Concrete $2,500; Water Line $2,500; Site Features 
$2,500.  Total $30,500.00.  Site concerns include runoff, proximity to playground, and 
surrounding homes.  Water at street. 

Black Elk Water Tower Area 

 Estimate: Fencing $25,000; Concrete $1,200; Water Line $3,000; Site Features $2,500.  
Total $31,700.00.  Site concerns include distance to parking, distance to water, and an 
otherwise quiet area out of the way of other park activities.   

  
Staff Recommendation:  The area south of the Black Elk Water Tower would be a suitable 
location, easily accessible from the existing trail, and lots of mature shade trees, and fairly 
level ground. 

Financial Impact: Estimate under $32,000, with staff doing concrete work and water 
inline in-house.   











MEMORANDUM 
TO: Blair Cemetery, Parks, and Recreation Advisory Board 

From: CJ Heaton, Director of Public Works 

Date: 8/19/25  

Re: Potters Field Maintenance 

 Potters Field is an older area of the Blair Cemetery that has not been maintained as 
the rest of the Cemetery has for many years.  This was an area where the poor or transient 
population could be laid to rest at little to no cost many years ago.  No good records or 
layouts of this area have been kept.   

 Staff is open to discussion on how to proceed in the future with the area as some 
youth groups have asked about cleaning the area up. 

  
Staff Recommendation: Open for discussion 

Financial Impact: N/A   
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