
Bellevue City Council Meeting   +++Amended Agenda+++
Tuesday, October 17, 2023 6:00 PM
Bellevue City Hall
1500 Wall Street
Bellevue, NE 68005

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
2. INVOCATION - Pastor Andrew Diorio, Midlands Bible Baptist Church, 2407 Chandler Road 
East.
3. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
4. OPEN MEETINGS ACT - Posted in the Entry to the Council Chambers
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA, CONSENT AGENDA, CLAIMS, AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
REPORTS: 

a. Approval of the Agenda
b. Approval of the Consent Agenda (Items marked with an (*) are approved where this 
item is, unless otherwise removed)

1. * Acknowledge receipt of the September 28, 2023 Planning Commission Minutes.
2. * Acknowledge receipt of the September 12, 2023 Tree Board Minutes.
3. * Approval of the October 3, 2023 City Council Minutes.

6. * APPROVAL OF CLAIMS.
7. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:

a. Special Presentation to Officer Larr who was selected as the 2023 Police Officers' 
Association of Nebraska - Officer of the Year. (Mayor Hike)
b. Proclamation declaring the Week of October 30, through November 3, 2023 as "National 
Veterans Small Business Week." (Mayor Hike)

8. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS:
a. * Recommend the appointment of Ann Moore to the Library Board to serve the remaining 
term of Barb Van Wassenhoven to June 2026. (Mayor Hike)
b. +++ * Recommend the following appointments to the Inland Port Authority for specified 
terms:  Cathy Bennett, Kristy Kivinicmi, and Heath Paulsen for 4-year terms, ending October 
2027 and Rebecca Zurcher and Steve Knutson for 3-year terms, ending October 2026. 
(Mayor Hike)
c. +++ * Recommend approval of Councilman Casey, Councilman Jerry McCaw, and 
Councilman Cook to the Audit Committee for a two-year term, ending July 20, 2025.  (Council 
President Cook)

9. APPROVED CITIZEN COMMUNICATION:  NONE
10. LIQUOR LICENSES:  NONE
11. ORDINANCES FOR ADOPTION (3rd reading):  NONE
12. ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING (2nd reading):  NONE
13. ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION (1st reading):  NONE
14. PUBLIC HEARING ON MATTERS OTHER THAN ORDINANCES: NONE
15. RESOLUTIONS: NONE
16. CURRENT BUSINESS:

a. * Request approval of the list of applications for hunting waivers, as reviewed and approved 
by Capt. Kurt Stroeher or Sgt. Don Pleiss. (City Clerk)
b. * Request to approve a 30-day filing extension for the Childs Estate Acres Replat 7 plat, as 
per Section 4-11, Subdivision Regulations. (Planning Director)
c. * Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign a Field Agreement with Creighton University, 
providing for field internship experience. (Fire Department/Legal Department)
d. Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign Amendment No. 1 to the original agreement with 



Benesch for the 2023 Concrete Projects, in an amount not to exceed $34,962.00. (Public 
Works Director)
e. Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Proposal with Thrasher Foundation Repair for 
repairs to the foundation at District 1 Fire Station, in an amount not to exceed $34,960.32. 
(Public Works Director)
f. Approve and authorize Mayor to sign the Purchase Authorization from Beardmore for a 
2023 Colorado 4WD Crew Cab Pickup, in an amount not to exceed $38,245.00. (Public Works 
Director)
g. +++ Approve authorizing Metropolitan Utilities District (MUD) to accept the bid for the MUD 
Water Main Extension Project after removing the identified costs of Lump Sum Bid 3 and 
Lump Sum Bid 4 (which will be paid for in the Hidden Valley Road Water Pipeline Extension 
Project), in an amount not to exceed $14,165,360.00. (Public Works Director/Administration)
h. +++ Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Tred-Mark Communications Proposal for 
the CAT 6 Data Cabling at the new library, in an amount not to exceed $64,000.00. (Public 
Works Director)

17. ADMINISTRATION REPORTS: Comments must be limited to items on the current 
Reports (October report will be attached to November 7th meeting)
18. CLOSED SESSION:
19. ADJOURNMENT
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September 12, 2023. Tree Board meeting minutes 

Attendance: Joanne Langabee, Don Preister, Tom Mruz, Deborah Woracek, Nancy 
Scott, and Scott Evans attended in person; Craig Kimball was excused.   

Jo reminded us to turn in volunteer time and mileage to Deborah. Deborah passed 
around a hard copy of the hours she had at the time of the meeting. 

It was moved and seconded by Nancy Scott and Jo Langabee to approve the minutes 
of the August 15, 2023, meeting. All present approved. Deborah will email a copy of 
the minutes to the City of Bellevue to file in the records. 

Park Report – Jim sent an email to Jo saying that the city has removed some trees in 
Everett and Willow Springs Parks. They will do more trimming in the fall. He said he had 
received complaints about the flower beds at Everett and asked Jo what to do about 
them. Jo reminded the Board that Dr. Tyler Moore from Bellevue University was taking 
care of them. Don will contact Tyler about the maintenance. 

Old Business - Bellevue 411 – articles – Scott will see if he has a pre-written article 
about general fall maintenance or watering of new trees to submit. He suggested 
we ask Justin Evertson, State-wide Arboretum, if we have permission to use some of 
his articles, published in the Arboretum information. We would, of course, give him 
credit as the author of any articles used. Scott or Jo will contact Justin. 

Bellevue 411 may be a place to possibly recruit new Board members. 

Winter Projects – It was decided that we should have a job description for a Tree 
Board member. We have job descriptions for President, Vice President, and Secretary. 
We are to each bring them to the next meeting to adapt them together. Deborah 
suggests we re-visit and possibly update our monthly duties itinerary. 

Workdays in parks – October 7, we will mulch new trees in Willow Springs Park 
starting at 9am. Don is recruiting volunteers to help that day. Jo will contact Craig 
Kimball for mulch. If we do not have 4-5 volunteers, we will have to mulch another 
day. We will also need to schedule a day to mulch and remove any tree suckers at 
American Heroes Park. 
There is an apple tree planting Sept. 30th at 10 am in Mason Park of memorial trees 
for Della Lee and Mary Ann Krzemien. 
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New Business  
Tree City USA Celebration Sept.29 in Gretna. It was decided that Jo would sign up 
for the complimentary ticket and any other interested members may sign up individually. 
Nancy and Deborah plan to go. Jo suggests we carpool. 
 
Jo mentioned that members might want to consider going to the Natural Legacy 
Conference Oct.3-5 in Norfolk. She previously sent the registration to us. 
 
Jo announced a Watchable Wildlife grant is available. Don believes that it would fit 
better with Dr. Moore and Bee City USA. 
 
Candidates for Board members – There were no candidates for consideration. A job 
description will be worked on by all, before and at our next meeting.  
 
Tree Inventory- Jo plans to go over the number of trees per section later this fall. She 
needs to finish Faulkner, Aspen, Black Hawk, and Willow Springs. She will meet Nancy 
Sunday, Sept. 17th at 7am by the fire station by Black Hawk to do the inventory. Jo 
asked to switch to a 5-year rotation for the inventory. It was agreed to do so. With the 
city getting their own Tree Plotter software to use for the upkeep of the inventory, it will 
help facilitate the upkeep. 
 
Tom has issues opening the minutes when he gets the email. Contact Deborah with any 
issues. She will email you a PDF of minutes. 
 
There being no further business, Nancy and Tom moved and seconded that we adjourn 
the meeting. All present approved.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah L. Woracek, Secretary 
Bellevue Tree Board 
 
 
Next mtg. October 10, 2023, at 9am 
Tentative Agenda  

Attendance 
Volunteer Hours 
Approve Minutes of Sept. 12,2023 meeting 
Park Report – Jim/Dave 
Old Business 
Mulching and planting recap 
Bellevue 411 articles 
Winter Projects 
General board member job description 
Monthly duties timeline  
Candidates for Board members 
Tree inventory  





























2023 Police Officers' Association of Nebraska - Officer of the Year 

7a. 

10/17/2023 

It is with great pleasure that I am able to write this article about a Bellevue Police Officer who 

was selected at the 2023 Police Officers' Association of Nebraska - Officer of the Year. Officer 

Marcus Larr was selected based on his incomparable work production during the past year. 

In 2022, Officer Larr led the entire Bellevue Police Department in officer-initiated activity with 

869 self-initiated contacts which was 209 more than the next highest officer. In total for 2022, 

besides the self-initiated contacts, he also made 279 total arrests, 169 drug arrests, 32 DUI 

arrests, 47 felony arrests, and five weapons arrests. Officer Larr had the highest number of total 

arrests, wrote the most traffic citations, had the third highest total of warning/equipment 

violations. Along with his high numbers in officer-initiated activity Officer Larr also handled the 

second mosJ calls for service and had the fourth highest number of reports taken for the 

department. 

In the nomination written by Sgt. Dustin Franks, he wrote; 

"Officer Larr currently works in the Crime Suppression Unit and excels in looking for illegal drugs 

and guns, and criminal behavior in our community. Marcus' criminal interdiction skills have 

made him excel at identifying, locating, and addressing hotspots for criminal activity in our city. 

His ability to relate to people through his roadside interview skills has led to numerous drugs 

and weapons being taken off of the street. 

Officer Larr often digs deeper into calls he responds to and during the stops he makes which 

often results in other crimes or additional information that aids the investigation units. His 

leadership and tactical experience are a valuable resource to all that work with him. 

In 2022 Officer Larr took the steps to become a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE). This is a very 

difficult process with initial training, examinations, and field evaluations. Officer Larr has 

become a great resource to many metro area law enforcement agencies in this area." 

You may recall from the March, 2023 article in the BellevueTimes.com - Officer Larr was named 

the Bellevue Police Officer of the Year for 2022. He was also selected as a Sarpy County Crime 

Stopper of the Year. 

Marcus has not slowed down since receiving these awards. In fact, in the first quarter of 2023 

(Jan-Mar), Larr has 391 self-initiated contacts, written 123 citations, 115 warning/equipment 

violations, made 71 drug arrests, 2 DUI arrests, 21 felony arrests, 3 misdemeanor arrests, and 6 

weapons arrests. 

Sgt. Franks sums up this award for Marcus Larr, stating; "With his unmatched dedication and 

constant commitment to locate and detour criminal activity in our local community and the 

State of Nebraska, I believe Officer Marcus Larr would make an excellent selection for the Police 

Officers' Association Officer of the Year Award. Officer Larr leads by example and inspires those 

around him to perform at a higher level." 
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