
Bellevue City Council Special Meeting +++Amended Agenda+++ 
Tuesday, September 26, 2023 5:30 PM
Bellevue City Hall
1500 Wall Street
Bellevue, NE 68005

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
2. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
3. OPEN MEETINGS ACT - Posted on the rear wall of the Council Chambers
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA, CONSENT AGENDA, CLAIMS, AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
REPORTS:

a. Approval of the Agenda
b. Approval of the Consent Agenda (Items marked with an (*) are approved where this 
item is, unless otherwise removed)

5. +++* Authorize staff to pay claims that pertain to the FYE2023 budget year. (Finance Director)
6. Request to approve the 2024-2029 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). Applicant: City of Bellevue. 
(Planning Manager)
7. Ordinance No. 4127:  An ordinance to adopt the Annual Appropriations Bill.  (Finance Director)

a. Resolution No. 2023-24: A resolution to set the 2023-2024 property tax request. (Finance 
Director) (Public hearing required)
b. Approve an additional 1% in the base of restricted funds. (Finance Director)
c. Approve Ordinance No. 4127 and adopt the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget. (Finance 
Director)

8. ADJOURNMENT



































































































































































ORDINANCE NO. 4127 

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE BUDGET STATEMENT TO BE TERMED THE 
ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL; TO APPROPRIATE SUMS FOR NECESSARY 
EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLEVUE, NEBRASKA: 

Section 1. 

Section 2. 

That after complying with all procedures required by law the budget, 
Exhibit A, as presented and set forth in the budget statement, is hereby 
approved as the Annual Appropriations Bill for the fiscal year beginning 
October 1, 2023, through September 30, 2024. All sums of money 
contained in the budget statement are hereby appropriated for the 
necessary expenses and liabilities of the City of Bellevue. A copy of the 
budget document, Exhibit A, shall be forwarded as provided by law to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts, State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska, and to the 
County Clerk of Sarpy County, Nebraska, for use by the levying authority. 

This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its 
passage, approval, and publication as required by law. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS __ day of September, 2023. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

City Attorney 

Rusty Hike, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Susan Kluthe, City Clerk 

First Reading: 08/15/2023 
Second Reading: 09/05/2022 
Special Budget Hearing: 09/12/2023 
Joint Public Hearing: 09/21/2023 
Third Reading: 09/26/2023 

11a. 

9/19/2023 



Council President Paul Cook, Council Members, and Citizens of Bellevue: 

 

Regretfully, I am unable to attend the special meeting this evening however, I am writing this letter 

to express for the record that I am not supportive of this budget or proposed increased tax request. 

 

It is beneficial for elected representatives to blame the Sarpy County Accessor for the increase in 

property taxes and to pride ourselves for not raising the mill levy, but by not reducing the tax rate, 

we are raising property taxes on the residents of Bellevue. By taking full advantage of a windfall 

created by rising assessed values, we aren’t forced to make tough decisions to live within our 

means and identify budget priorities.  

 

Personally, I do not feel comfortable with the potential bonded indebtedness we are taking on. I 

say this because a lot of what is proposed, is not an absolute. It was stated last year that the hope 

was for some projects to take off in order reduce the tax burden. Here we are a year later, not 

reducing the mill levy, asking for more, and promising the same thing. We are promising the same 

thing with no solid commitments.  

 

Furthermore, I cannot support this budget while so many people are struggling to make ends meet. 

This impacts our families, our neighbors, our community. This did not sit well with me last year 

and does not sit well with me this year.  

 

My suggestions as we move forward is to replace the council members who serve on the Budget 

Task Force, appoint citizens to serve on the Budget Task Force and to allow for public input on the 

budget sooner rather than waiting six days prior to the final vote. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Thomas Burns 

Bellevue City Councilman (Ward 1) 

thomas.burns@bellevue.net 

402-415-9570 

mailto:thomas.burns@bellevue.net
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