
Board of Education Work Session

October 26, 2015 7:00 PM

Board Room, Central Services Building
765 Main St

Springfield, NE 68059

Agenda

I. Meeting Roll Call
II. Notice of Open Meetings Act - Posted
III. Public Comment
IV. Items for Discussion (Discussion Only)

IV.A. Westmont Construction Project Discussion
IV.B. Learning Community Common Levy and School District Boundaries 

Information Night Planning
IV.C. Voluntary Separation Plan for 2015-16

V. Action Items
V.A. Board Letter to NSAA Classification Committee
V.B. New substitute pay rates for district
V.C. Springfield Land Purchase Offer

VI. Future Planning
VII. Executive Session

VII.A. Superintendent Evaluation
VIII. Adjourn

 



October 26, 2015

Dear NSAA Classification Committee and NSAA Board of Director’s,

The Board of Education for Springfield Platteview Community Schools is submitting this 
letter to express our concern with the current NSAA classification system and how it 
relates to our district being a part of Class B.  We are very supportive of a thorough 
review of the existing method and philosophy used to classify schools.  The forming of a 
study committee is a commendable first step.

The NSAA constitution and bylaws lay out ideals for fair competition.  It speaks to the 
issue of equity and the health and physical welfare of all participants, which include our 
student-athletes.

We believe the current classification system, especially in Class B, no longer serves 
those ideals.  The disparity between the largest and the smallest high school in Class B 
is three and a half times in enrollment.  This creates an issue, especially in football, for 
smaller Class B schools to compete and could jeopardize the health and welfare of our 
student-athletes.  Our district had been placed in Class C-1 for two years in 2010-11 
and 2011-12.  We had good success in football by making the state quarterfinals in 
10-11 and finished state runner-up in 11-12.  During these two years, the number of 
students who went out for football significantly increased.  Since moving back up to 
Class B in 2012-13, the number of students who play football at Platteview High School 
has steadily decreased and we are now down to 28 players playing in grades 10-12.  
Our high school has won only two football games in that two year time span.  Many of 
our games have gone to a running clock in the second half because of the discrepancy 
in score. 

The disparity in the number of players and the size of players from the opposing teams 
have had a detrimental effect on our football program.  A lot of our students have 
decided not to participate in football because of having to play larger Class B schools.  
The fear from students and parents is possible injury.  Parents are upset the larger 
Class B schools are on our schedule.  There have been a few times this season where 
we did not know if we’d be able to finish a football game because of injuries and being 
forced to play freshman against varsity players.  Examine the ratings for football each of 
the past five years, and it’s mostly the same high schools at or near the top.  These are 
mostly the larger Class B high schools in the top 10. 

Instead of trying to fit high schools into a box for classification, it would make sense to 
come up with equitable guidelines for schools competing against each other based on 
enrollment.  Our student-athletes should not be used as an easy win or a balance in 
scheduling for larger schools.



We believe this is an important issue in our community, high school, and athletic 
program.  We recognize the undertaking in trying to find equity across the state with the 
many variables that exist in trying to classify schools.  However, we are confident the 
study committee and the NSAA Board of Director’s can bring forward alternatives and 
recommendations for change that will be in the best interest of student-athlete’s health, 
welfare, and fairness in competition across the state.  How the NSAA decides to 
proceed with classification changes is an important decision with the needs of our 
student-athletes at stake. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lori Bartels Brian Wichman    Brenda Sherman                                           
Board President Board Vice President Board Treasurer                               

Bob Icenogle Jennifer Kreifels Brian Osborn                                           
Board Member Board Member Board Member                                          

                        



School 2014-15 2015-16
Daily Long-Term Daily Long-Term Kick-in Notes

Bellevue* $135.00 $145.00 $135.00 $145.00 10 days No changes are proposed

Bennington $135.00 $145.00 $135.00 $145.00 10 days No Change

Blair* $135.00 $176.47 $135.00 $177.67 10 days No Change

Elkhorn $135.00 $145.00 $135.00 $145.00 10 days No Change

Fremont* $130.00 $175.97 $130.00 $178.76 10 days No Change

Gretna $135.00 $145.00 $135.00 $145.00 10 days No changes are proposed

Millard $140.00 $150.00 $140.00 $150.00 15 days No changes are proposed

OPS $140.00 $145.00 $150.00 $160.00 10 days Proposed add $10 to short & long

Papio LV $135.00 $145.00 $135.00 $145.00 15 days No Change

Plattsmouth* $130.00 $140.00 $130.00 $140.00 10 days No changes are proposed

Ralston* $140.00 $150.00 $140.00 $150.00 10 days No changes are proposed

Westside $140.00 $150.00 $140.00 $150.00 10 days No Change

Arlington $130.00 $140.00 $135.00 $145.00 10 days Proposed add $5 to short & long

Ashland $135.00 $155.00 $140.00 $155.00 10 days Proposed add $5 to short-term

DC West $130.00 $145.00 $130.00 $145.00 10 days No changes are proposed

Fort Calhoun $100.00 $125.00 $100.00 $135.00 10 days Added $10 to Long-term

Springfield* $115.00 $175.27 $115.00 $177.28 10 days No Change

Average $131.76 $150.16 $132.94 $152.28

Number of Substitute Days in 2014-15  =  appx. 1,317.5
Bellevue: $140 after 25 days of total subbing for year and 91st day of continuous work for one position will be placed appropriately on salary schedule
Blair: Long-term is dependent on base/contracted days (Base = $33,225/187)
Fremont: Long-term is dependent on base/contracted days (Base = $33,071/185)
Plattsmouth - Beginning with the 11th day $140 for next 20 consecutive days. Beginning with the 31st consecutive day, it is $160 per day.
Ralston - Long Term: two step - 11th day it goes to $150, 31st day it goes to $155 
Springfield: Long-term is dependent on base/contracted days (Base = $32,975/186)
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Agenda  

Review of Solution Options 
•

Review Elem
entary School Program

 Requirem
ents 

•
Review Conceptual Cost Estim

ating Process 
•

Review Three Elem
entary School Options 

•
Review Cost of Options 

•
Discussion & Feedback 

  
 



Elem
entary School Program

 Requirem
ents  

 
•

All three options have equal program
s requirem

ents 
•

Grades PK-6, One PK + Three sections per K-6 grade 
•

Required SPED classroom
s 

•
Shared Cafeteria / Gym

nasium
  

•
Storm

 shelter space included 
•

Geotherm
al heat pum

p system
 included 

•
Separate parent & bus loop drives 
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Conceptual Cost Consideration Issues 
 

•
Cost of renovation based our due diligence to evaluate condition of 
existing facility, along with input from

 district facility staff. 
 

•
Cost of Site Developm

ent is based upon due diligence of costs for 
project of sim

ilar size and scope. 
 

•
New construction costs are based upon historical construction cost 
data, with appropriate m

arket escalation and inflation factors applied. 
 

•
Cost are assum

ed to be open, com
petitive public bids and would 

include required bid, m
aterial and perform

ance bonding for the work as 
required by state statute.  
 

•
A/E fees are appropriately scaled according to project size and scope. 
 

•
Costs do not include Construction Managem

ent Fees / Costs 
 

•
Costs do not include cost for m

oveable furniture, com
puter hardware 

or software. 
 

•
Cost are presented as Total Project Cost and include site develop 
allowances, renovation costs, new construction costs, A/E fees, 
appropriate contingencies, cost of financing and other m

isc. expenses 
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14801 South 108th St.
Springfield, NE 68059
Phone:  402-592-1300

Fax:  402-597-8551 

Future Planning
October 26, 2015

1. 10/28/15             Site Committee Meeting on Bellevue boundaries 6:30 PM

2. 11/9/15               Board Meeting and L.C. Information Night 7 PM; Policy 5:30;                                      
                              Finance 6:30 PM
                          

3. 11/11/15             Veteran’s Day program 10 AM @PHS

4. 11/13/15             Diane Ravich Breakfast 7:30 AM (Lori B., Brian O.) @UNO

5. 11/18-20/15        NASB State Education Conference- LaVista Conf. Center

6. 11/23/15             Board Work Session 7 PM

7. 12/9/15               NASB Leadership Workshop- La Vista 10 AM-3 PM

8. 12/14/15             Board Meeting 7 PM; Site 6 PM; Finance 6:30 PM

9. 12/21/15             Holiday Tea for Staff- Monday, Dec. 21?
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