
Airport Advisory Board Meeting
Thursday, December 18, 2025 8:15 AM

Crete City Hall
243 E 13th Street
Crete, NE 68333

1. Open Meeting

• In accordance with Nebraska law, a copy of the Open Meetings Act can be found in the 
back of the Council Chambers.

• Items listed on the agenda may be considered in any order.
2. Roll Call

• Attendance of members will be recorded to determine the presence of a quorum for 
official actions.

3. Items of Business

• Action may be taken to discuss/limit discussion, to hear testimony in favor of or in 
opposition to, and to approve or disapprove any matter presented under this title.

3.A. November 12th, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

3.B. 2026 NAAO Membership Form and Year-end Letter 

3.C. Jet A Fuel Prices 

3.D. Farm Leases on City property 

4. Petitions - Communications - Resident Concerns

• Resident testimony may be limited to 3 minutes per person.
• Please do not repeat testimony that has already be heard.
• No action can be taken on matters presented under this title except to answer any 

questions or to refer the matter for further action.
5. Officers' Reports

• Reports may be given by Officers, City Departments, Committees, or 
Board members concerning the current operations of the Airport.

• No action can be taken on matters presented under this title except to answer any 
questions or to refer the matter for further action.

5.A. Airport Manager Report

6. Adjournment

Disclaimers & Notices 

• The Council may enter into closed session to discuss any matter on this agenda when it is determined that a closed session is clearly necessary 
for the protection of the public interest or the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual (if such individual has not requested 
a public meeting) or as otherwise allowed by law. Any closed session shall be limited to the subject matter for which the closed session was 
called. If the motion to close passes, then immediately prior to the closed session the Mayor shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject 
matter of the closed session.

• The City of Crete assures that no person shall on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, disability, handicap or sex, be excluded  from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity of the City receiving Federal 
financial assistance. To report discrimination, contact the City Clerk's office.

• The complete agenda with attachments is available at www.crete.ne.gov.



 

CRETE AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
November 12th, 2025 at 8:15 AM 

Crete City Hall, 243 East 13th Street 

 
MINUTES 

 

 

  

Notice of the meeting was given by posting, the appointed method for giving notice as shown by 

the attached notice, at the following locations:  

City Hall, 243 East 13th Street 

Post Office, 1242 Linden Avenue 

City Bank and Trust, 1135 Main Avenue 

Advance notice of the meeting was also given to committee members.  Pursuant to Section 84-

1412(8) of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, the City has posted a current copy of the Open 

meetings Act, Laws of the State of Nebraska, in the back of the council chambers.  All 

proceedings shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public.  

  

   

1. Open Meeting  

 

2. Roll Call  

Greg Hier:    Absent     

Kirk Keller:    Present    

James Dux:    Absent    

Howard Nitzel:    Present    

Blaine Spanjer:    Present    

Present: 3. Absent: 2 

 

Also present: City Administrator Tom Ourada, IT Director Mike Kalkwarf, Airport Manager 

Samantha Haack and City Clerk Nancy Tellez,  

3. Items of Business  

3.A. September 11th, 2025 Minutes   

  Kirk Keller motioned to approve the September 11th, 2025 minutes and Howard Nitzel 

seconded the motion.  

 

Howard Nitzel: Aye, Blaine Spanjer: Aye, Kirk Keller: Aye,   



3.B. Discussion on beacon grant   

  City Administrator Tom Ourada stated that the City of Crete applied for a grant to help 

pay for a new beacon. Ourada explained that Chris Corr recommended they apply for the beacon 

and not the mounting pole. Ourada and Corr addressed that with the commission and they 

approved a 90:10 grant for the beacon. Ourada explained that they hadn't received official 

confirmation, but they did vote on it.  

  Airport Advisory Board Chair Blaine Spanjer asked if they needed to take action and 

Ourada explained that they would vote to approve getting the grant.  

Ourada explained that they approved $22,500 or 90% whichever it turns out to be. Ourada 

explained that the installation is part of the grant.  

 

Kirk Keller motioned to approve getting the beacon grant and Howard Nitzel seconded the 

motion.  

Blaine Spanjer: Aye, Howard Nitzel: Aye, Kirk Keller: Aye,   

3.C. Discussion on box hangar grant   

  City Administrator Tom Ourada explained that there has been discussion with the 

commission and the NDA in the las few weeks. The discussion included when to start doing 

things such as the bid letting. The government shut down has changed some things and there will 

be some decisions to make sometime in December or January. We have 90 days to take a bid or 

not take a bid and the longer it takes, the more dynamic the bid is on the high end. They are 

looking at doing a 45-day award. 

Ourada stated that everything is on track for the 2026 design.    

3.D. Discussion on box hangar heat loan   

  Airport Advisory Board Chair Blaine Spanjer stated that this is still in process with the 

state. City Administrator Tom Ourada stated that Chris Corr pointed out that the Crete Municipal 

Airport is the only airport that is not getting heat. Ourada explained that they are looking at a 

possible $50,000 loan that would be paid over 10 years at $5,000 a year. Ourada stated that this 

would be predicated on heat costing $50,000. The heat loan would be in the amount up to 

$50,000. Ourada stated that once they get the loan documents, he will get them to the Airport 

Advisory Board.   

3.E. Discussion on Fuel System operations   

  City Administrator Tom Ourada stated that they lowered the fuel prices and right now 

they are making about $0.83 a gallon until the advisory board looks at what they would like 

going forward. Ourada mentioned that Pat Reed would like to give the managers $1 a gallon to 

do full service. Reed had mentioned the airport getting a truck to do the full service. Ourada 

explained that leasing a truck would cost $3,000 a month and that doesn't seem sustainable and 

buying one would be worse. Ourada mentioned that moving forward the Advisory Board would 

have to think about if they want a truck and this would not be affordable.  

Airport Advisory Chair Blaine Spanjer stated that if there was enough demand to make a $3,000 

lease payment that would be one thing but there isn't a big demand and it doesn't make sense.  

Ourada also asked if the Advisory Board wants to do branded fuel. The Advisory Board agreed 

that it would be appealing to have advertising.  

  Airport Manager Samantha Haack provided the members with a fuel pricing sheet. Haack 

stated that this a current sheet with delivery and no taxes.  

Haack explained that the fuel they got in was 100LL and it cost them $4.13 a gallon delivered 



with taxes. Haack stated that they are currently charging $4.99 a gallon. Haack explained that 

AVFuel is who they got the fuel from and who they currently have the card and they can do a 

branded contract which is 5 years or it doesn’t' t have to be branded. Some of the positives of 

doing a branded contract would be that the fuel surplus goes in a tank. Philips 66 is also branded 

and they don't do uncontracted and theirs has a minimum. Jetted USA is usually pretty cheap on 

jet fuel. The Advisory Board discussed the different options and decided that the best option is to 

go with a branded contract with AVFuel with the shortest contract term available.  

  Howard Nitzel motioned to go with a branded contract with AVFuel with the shortest 

contract term and Kirk Keller seconded the motion.  

Blaine Spanjer: Aye, Howard Nitzel: Aye, Kirk Keller: Aye,   

3.F. Discussion on demolition of A row hangars   

  City Administrator Tom Ourada stated that tenants have been notified that A row hangars 

will be demolished.  

  Airport Manager Samantha Haack stated that all of the tenants that have a plane have 

been moved except one. And that tenant will be moved by the end of the month.  

Airport Advisory Board Chair Blaine Spanjer stated that any of the money that is collected from 

the sale can be directly used for the box hangar.  

Discussion was held to set a date to advertise for bids for the removal of A row hangars.  

 

motioned to advertise the removal of A row hangars concrete up and Howard Nitzel seconded 

the motion.  

Blaine Spanjer: Aye, Howard Nitzel: Aye, Kirk Keller: Aye,    

4. Petitions - Communications - Resident Concerns  

 

5. Officers' Reports  

City Administrator Tom Ourada stated that they will discuss the farm bids at next month's 

meeting.  

   

5.A. Airport Manager Report  

 

6. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 9:07 a.m.  



Nebraska Association of Airport Officials 

 

Airport Sponsors, Consultants, and Users: 

 

Once again, it’s that time of year when we give some thought to the successes and changes, 

we have seen over the last year and give some thought to plans for the future. 

If you will remember from last year’s letter, in 2024 the Nebraska Aeronautics Commission 

allocated over $4.6M in state funds for 37 different projects at 33 different airports across the 

state.  While a number of these were funded as state aid projects with 90% funding, 27 projects 

received 2% funds to assist with their Sponsor share, supporting over $76M in federal investment in 

our state’s airports. This is a significant change from what we have saw as little as 10 years ago, 

when state allocations totaled less than $200,000. While we are still waiting for the individual 

airport totals for 2025 to be confirmed, with this year’s letter we know that the total funds available 

to the commission were $3.7M. Not as much as last year but with revenues from aviation sales 

taxes being variable, once again funding far exceeded the totals we have seen in the past number of 

years. We will continue to watch both sales tax and fuel tax revenues available to the Commission 

and hope to be able to identify funding trends with more data in the coming years. 

Most importantly, we know that without many of you and our lobbyist Mueller-Robak, we 

would not be where we are had you not been diligent in contacting your senators or taken the time 

to testify in support of NAAO’s efforts. To this we continue to applaud and thank you. 

Looking to the Division and the Goals set by the Director Borrell, we can’t help but think that 

we are continuing to move in the right direction within this organization. After the building of the 

prioritization model and seeing it in action last October, the Division reconvened the development 

team.  They reviewed the system, considered last year’s results and sought input from the airports 

and consultants. At the end of that review process, the Division adjusted the matrix to better suit 

our state system’s needs. Using the adjusted system this October showed the possible need for a 

few more small tweaks, but overall, the matrix is working well and providing us with a repeatable, 

defensible model to work with.  

While the Division continues to be busy with record numbers of grants, they are also 

continuing to look to the future and thinking about other areas they can be helpful to our airports. 

You can be sure that as the Division moves forward, NAAO, with your input, will continue to help 

them in any way possible to identify areas of need and help them define solutions.  

As we look to this coming year, we would like to remind you to be active in engaging your 

local administrations, leaders, senators and communities. While NAAO continues to be able to 

speak on Nebraska Airport’s behalf in Lincoln and throughout the state the real engagement is you 

at home pushing the benefits and progress that your airports have at the local level. 



In closing, as always, enclosed is our membership form. We thank all of our past members 

for their support and would like to encourage new members to join us. We represent all airports in 

Nebraska, but can only do so with your backing. Thank you for a great year of success. 

 

Nathan Masten, KLXN, President 

Sandi Decker, KFBY, Vice-President 

Dorothy Andersen, KHDE, Secretary 

Justin Gosnell, KLBF, Member at Large 

Jon Large, Olsson, Immediate Past President 

 



2026 Membership N.A.A.O. Dues Statement 
 
Executive Membership*: 
 
General Aviation Airports 
14 or less based aircraft  First Member    $150 
     Each Additional Member  $   75 
 
15 or more based aircraft  First Member    $250 
     Each Additional Member  $125 
Commercial Service Airports 
Less than 20,000 enplanements  First Member    $300 
     Each Additional Member  $150 
 
20,000 or more enplanements  First Member    $400 
     Each Additional Member  $200 
*One vote per airport 
Open to all persons involved in the active management, general supervision, administration, or policy oversight 
(elected or appointed official) of an airport in the State of Nebraska. 
 
Corporate Membership#: 
 

First Member    $400 
     Each Additional Member  $200 
# Non-voting 
 
Open to any corporation or commercial enterprise within the State of Nebraska interested in promoting airports. 
 

Associate/Student Membership^: 
 

Associate Member  $100 
Student Member  $  15 

^ Non-voting 
 
Open to private individuals and non-commercial organizations within the State of Nebraska. Not open to individuals 
involved in active airport management, supervision and administration, or City and Airport Authority oversight 
officials.  
 

Airport or Company: 
 

Membership Type: _____ Executive _____ Corporate _____ Associate/Student 

Member Name: 
 

Dues: $ ___________ 

Title: 
 

 

Address: 
 

 

City: 
 

 

State: 
 

 

Zip Code: 
 

 

Phone: 
 

 

E-Mail: 
 

 

2nd Member Name: 
 

Dues: $ ___________ 

Title: 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                              Total Dues: $ ___________ 
   
Please make checks payable to:  Nebraska Association of Airport Officials 
       

 
   Mail checks to:  Nathan Masten 

      P.O. Box 972 
      Lexington, NE  68850 
      Phone: (308) 324-8770 



NEBRASKA
ASSOCIATION OF
AIRPORT
OFFICIALS 

2026 
MEMBERSHIP GUIDE

STRONGER
AIRPORTS.
STRONGER
NEBRASKA

RECENT
WINS

1. Aircraft Sales/Use
Tax Redirect 
→ $200K a decade ago
to $4.6 million annually
+ unlocked $76 million
in federal grants

2. Freed Up Admin
Costs → $1.2 million+
now goes straight to
airport projects

3. Fair Project
Prioritization System 
→ NAAO members
worked side-by-side with
NDOT on 37 projects
funded in 2024 alone

2011-13 Extended airport

zoning to 10 miles 

2016-17 Launched major

funding studies 

2017 Created LR213

funding study 

2017-19 Brought senators

to local airports 

2018-22 Stopped bad bills,

protected Civil Air Patrol

funding 

2023 Delivered LB727 &

LB453 

2024 Built new grant

prioritization system 

2024 Kept airports off

property-tax hit list

NAAO’s 15-Year Track
of Growing Nebraska

Aviation

RECENT
WINS



These wins happened
because YOU: 

• Paid dues that fund
professional advocacy 

• Showed up to testify 

• Called and emailed your
senators 

• Hosted legislators at your
airports
 

• Shared the stories and
numbers that changed
minds

WHERE DO YOUR
DUES GO?

2026 – Let’s Keep
the Momentum

Flying!

Thank you,
NAAO

Members!
100% of membership dues
fund professional lobbying
through our long-time partner
Mueller-Robak — turning your
testimony, calls, and data into
real legislative wins.

Currently, 36 of 78 Nebraska
public-use airports are
members. Imagine what we
can do with all 78!

SINCE 2011, 

NAAO MEMBERS HAVE:
 

• Testified dozens of times 

• Met personally with

Governors, Senators & NDOT

leaders 

• Written briefing papers & built

coalitions 

• Protected airport zoning from

wind farms 

• Stopped harmful bills (ATC

privatization, fee restrictions,

property-tax threats) 

• Fought every year for more

aviation funding
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