
RAYMOND CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS - DISTRICT #55-0161
BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2016 
- 7:00 PM
RAYMOND CENTRAL JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL - MUSTANG ROOM
1800 WEST AGNEW ROAD
RAYMOND, NE 68428-9783

AGENDA
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

2. Motion to Excuse Board Member's Absence

3. Open Meeting Law

4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Regular Minutes of October 12, 2016

4.2. Financial Statement/Report

4.3. Monthly Bills

5. Correspondence/Recognition

6. Public Forum

7. Discussion Items

7.1. School Improvement Update - Lori Maxwell, SIP Chair

7.2. Industrial Tech & Vocational Ag Equipment Request Proposal - Pat Harrington

7.3. School Rebranding and Logo - Greg Wilmes

7.4. Administrative Reports

7.5. Curriculum & Assessment

7.6. Superintendent's Report

7.6.1. Update of Superintendent's Goals

7.7. Facilities Report

7.8. Student Board Member Report - Courtney Potter



7.9. Board Member Reports

7.9.1. Update on Teacher Negotiations

7.10. District Audit

8. Action Items

8.1. Approval of 2015-16 Audit

8.2. Approval of Student Teacher

8.3. Approval of CASES membership at ESU2

8.4. Approval of Concrete Bid

8.5. Approval of Surplus Item(s)

8.6. Approval of Next Regular Board of Education Meeting on Wednesday, December 
14, 2016 at 7:00 PM in Rm #108 at the Jr/Sr High School

9. Adjournment























































7-12 Principal/Curriculum Coordinator Board Report (November) 

Seniors are continuing to work on graduation requirements.   

Juniors are completing their job shadow on November 17.   

The students will be completing the MAP testing for the first semester.  We started 

November 7, and will finish by November 18. 

The high school choir will participate in the Conference Choral clinic on November 7 at 

Arlington high school. 

Then you to Mrs. Trautman for organizing the Red Ribbon Week activities Oct. 24-31.   

November 3 we had professional development for the K-8 staff at Valparaiso Elem. 

Discussing the new Reading/LA NeSA test.   

The Red Cross bloodmobile will be here on November 11 for our students and staff to 

donate.  The school will receive money for scholarships with every successful donation 

given on this day by students and staff.   

Mr. Luke will be coordinating the Veteran’s Day Assembly on Nov. 11.  The program 

will be enjoyed by staff, students, and guests.  The band students will perform 

patriotic music during the program.  I would also like to thank members of the 

National Honor Society for greeting our guests and helping serve the refreshments. We 

thank those who have served our country. 

The high school choir & the junior high music students performed in a music concert 
held at the high school on October 24.  The students’ performance was very 
entertaining and it was well attended by parents and grandparents.  Great job Mr. 
Luke, Mr. Strouf, Mrs. Curtright & students 
 
Tasha and I will be attending an ACT test meeting with the Nebraska Department of 

Education in Lincoln on November 17.  They will be sharing more details as far as the 

administering of the test and all the accommodations allowed.  We will be planning to 

test the junior on a practice test in January and set up times for the students to meet 

with teachers to discuss what they missed on the test.  So it will be a mini tutor 

session.  We will be scheduling the 9th and 10th graders for their college visit and the 

seniors will go on their one day senior trip April 19, while the juniors will be taking the 

ACT Test at RC. 

The 50th Celebration committee has met a few times and will meet again November 17 

to continue to fine tune the events for our 50th year of education.  The group has been 

great to work with and have all brought great ideas.  The event is scheduled for 

Memorial Day weekend.  Friday night social and Saturday tours.  More details to 

come. 

Monday November 14th is the start of the Winter sports: basketball & wrestling.  

Speech has already started with a novice meet at Millard North on Friday Nov. 4.  The 

varsity Speech team will compete in Papillion on Saturday Nov. 12. Junior high boys 

basketball started practice October 25, and will be hosting their first tournament at 

Raymond Central Saturday, November 19.   



Mock Trial will have one team this year.  The competitions will be Nov. 3, 9, & 14 in 

Lincoln. 

FFA Land Judging 
Districts 
Summer Kohl-2nd Place-State Qualifier (Did not compete) 
Josh Palensky-4th Place 
Emmett Hughes-5th Place State Qualifier (Did not compete) 
Leah Bos-12th Place 
Blue Ribbons-Kale Strizek, Makenzi Isaac 
Red Ribbons-Taylor Nelson, Tucker Randall 
White Ribbons-Kody Swartz, Nick Springer, Miranda Hornung, Hailey Hula 
Teams 
3rd Place-Kale Strizek, Josh Palensky, Tucker Randall, Kody Swartz-State Qualifier 

State 
Tucker Randall-41st 
Team-Tucker Randall, Kody Swartz, Kale Strizek, Josh Palensky-23rd out of 30 teams 
 
FFA National Convention-Chapter received 2 star rating 
Students that attended-Sarah Bos, Frances Holley, Jordan Turnwall, Miranda 
Hornung, Duke Nelson, Makenzi Isaac, Emmett Hughes, Holly Komenda, Kale Strizek, 
Hailey Hula, Amber Heyen, Ashley Heyen, Taylor Nelson, Logon Marshalek, Brady 
Nelson, Allissa Turnwall 
Members that Attended:   Josh Hornung, Nick Nelson, Hannah Settje, Jordan Turnwall, 

Taylor Nelson, Duke Nelson, Miranda Hornung, Ashley Heyen, Amber Heyen, Hailey Hula, Kale 

Strizek, Frances Holley, Holly Komenda, & Brady Nelson 

The FBLA organization again will be providing a breakfast for the business community 
in Valparaiso Nov. 15 and Ceresco November 17.  The chapter also collected 625 
pounds of food they donated to the RC backpack program and to the Saunders Co. 
Food Bank.  
 

I want to wish all of you a very Safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 

Pride Winners for October: 

12 -  Nicole Allington     11 -  Mine Nacke      10 -  Kody Swartz 

 9  -  Weston Schon        8  -  Elliot Biltoft       7  -  Joshua Masek 

Spirit Award Winners for October:  

Katelyn Komenda, Kelbie Schnieder, Madison Stover, Katherine Sydik, 

Brandon Unverferth, Claire Wilson, Hailey Hula, Rylee Haecker, Brennon 

Biggerstaff, Helen Andelt, Hannah Osborn, Camron Guenter, Peyton Taylor, 

Sedonah Fryda, Duke Nelson, Cicely Pickel, Helen Andelt, Ella Kehr, Frances 

Holley, Makayla Kramer, Hunter Kohl, Trevor Oldfield, Courtney Potter, Taylor 

Nelson, Eli Pickel, Ethan Mumm, Mitchell Miller, Hailee Jacobsen, Sophie 

Breitkreutz, Kody Swartz, Isaac White, Kara Swartz, Nicole Nelson, Amanda 

Gyhra, Ellissa Fredrickson, Leah Bos, Matthan Zwiener, Claudia Del Gallo 

Arranz, Mine Nacke, Morgan Potter & Hailea Howell 

 



November 16, 2016 
 
To:  Mr. Hull and Raymond Central Board of Education 
From:  Shelly Dostal, Elementary Principal at Valparaiso, and Curriculum Director for K-6 
RE:  Principal’s Report 
 

1. Parent Teacher Conferences – The conferences were held on Oct. 26 and 27.  Attendance data is 
listed in a separate handout.  We appreciate parents showing their support of their children’s 
education.  78% of the students signed up on-line.  The remaining families were reminded and 
then assigned a conference time. 
 

2. AdvancED/School Improvement – Our AdvancED teacher leaders continue to meet.  In 
conjunction with monitoring progress on school goals, the group is reading and studying Richard 
Cash’s book Advancing Differentiation. 

 
3. Assessment– NWEA MAP testing will be Nov. 7-18 for grades 3-10. Each building has its own 

schedule. We are using the lab as well as iPads to conduct the assessments. 
 

4. Professional Development – Dr. Gary Nunnally presented to the staff on Oct. 17, focusing on 
High Yield Strategies. We will meet again on Nov. 17, with continued training about High Yield 
Strategies.  On Nov.3, grade 3-8 teachers of English Language Arts met with Mrs. Dostal and Dr. 
Caryn Ziettlow for training about the new NeSA ELA Standards and Assessments and strategies 
for teachers to use in their instruction.  Some teachers continue to attend the “Making Math 
Meaningful” workshop series for training about math teaching strategies.  Adison Kenning, 
Christine Genrich, and I attended a math transition workshop led by the Nebraska Department 
of Education on October 18. 

 
5. RC PTO –Many thanks to the PTO for the meals provided for the staff during parent-teacher 

conference nights.  The PTO hosted a wonderful multicultural night on Nov. 4. Special thanks to 
Maureen Brase-Houchin for her leadership for the event.  The cookie dough sales started Nov. 7 
with delivery scheduled for Dec. 7 during the Holiday Shoppe.  Proceeds will be used to support 
class field trips. The annual Holiday Shoppe will be held on Dec. 7.  PTO has partnered with local 
businesses to earn a percentage of their sales for patronizing on a given night.  Raising Cane’s 
night was on Nov. 8. Thank you to all who participated and to the restaurants for their 
donations.  Family Game Night will be held on Nov. 15 with teachers hosting BINGO, card 
games, board games, and active games from 6-730pm in Valparaiso. 
 

6. Special Events at Valparaiso 
a. Thank you to the Valparaiso and Raymond Fire Departments for hosting an afternoon of 

fire safety learning stations at the Valparaiso Rural Fire District as a culminating 
experience for Fire Safety Week on October 10-14. 

b. Red Ribbon Week was promoted during the week of October 24-28.  Special activities 
included wearing red, promoting active exercise, encouraging reading, and performing a 
random act of kindness. 

c. Ms. Megan Brown, Ms. Nikole Farr, and Student Council representatives attended the 
Student Leadership Conference at Doane University in Crete on Oct. 25. They attended 
sessions centered on being a leader and making positive choices.  Student Council 
representatives from Valparaiso attending the event were:  Liam Tvrdy, Carlee Wolfe, 
Lillyana Bartels, Alannah Crabtree, Madison Leise, Burke Settles, Olyvia Korthanke, 
Mason Kreikemeier, Asher Lahm, and Heather Lange. 

d. Book Fairs were held in the elementary during the week of Parent Teacher conferences.  
In addition, students were encouraged to donate to the ALL FOR BOOKS coin collection.  
Over $700 was donated by our elementary students!   



a. Halloween Parties were held on Oct. 31.  Thanks to all the room parents for helping with 
the parties. 

b. In addition to our POP (positive office pass) recognition, we are recognizing students 
with a MUSTANG (Magnificent Unique Strengths Talents and Noticed Greatness) Award.  
October students were Evelyn Dickey, Tavion Johnson, Drew Tice, Zoey Worley, Lillyana 
Bartels, Alannah Crabtree, and Jacob Schultz. First quarter POP pass lunch was held on 
Nov. 4 for the 42 passes earned throughout the quarter.  

c. We started Grab and Go Breakfast on Nov. 2.  All students received a free breakfast for 
the first Wednesday as a promotion.   

d. Author Lois Brandt visited school on Nov. 8. After an all school assembly about her book, 
Maddi’s Fridge, Ms. Brandt met with 3rd and 4th graders to discuss the writing process 
and with 6th graders to kick off the annual service project called Helping the Homeless 
from Head to Toe. We also sponsored a food drive as Ms. Brandt decreases her fee if 
school sponsor one.  Thank you to the RC PTO, The RC Educational Foundation, and Pine 
Crest Farms B&B for funding this opportunity.  

e. We will host a Veteran’s Day assembly on Nov.  11. We will honor all who have served 
or are currently serving our country.  Thank you to the Legion members for helping us 
observe this important day.  Students will present songs, poems, and short recitations.  
Students will present at an assembly immediately prior to Grandparents/Special Person 
Day.  

f. Grandparents/Special Person Day is scheduled for Nov. 11.  We plan to host about 300 
visitors.  Thank you to teachers for leading special activities and the PTO for providing 
treats.  

g. Special thanks to Mr. Liess for planning the 32nd Annual Turkey Trot.  Students in grades 
4, 5, and 6 will trot in Valparaiso on November 30 at 10am.  Parents are invited to 
participate in this fitness walk/run, too.  

h. The K-3 Winter Concert is planned for Dec. 8 at 7pm.  The 5 and 6 grade bands will also 
perform.  Please join us if you can. 

i. A big thank you to the 120+ people who participated in the RC Food Bank BackPack 
Program annual fundraiser run/walk and pancake feed.  A special thank you to the 
awesome committee, the generous sponsors, and the many volunteers who helped 
before, during, and after the event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 16, 2016 

 

To: Mr. Hull and the Raymond Central Board of Education 

From: Ann Egr – Ceresco Principal and District Special Education Director 

 

1. Building Updates- The pad on the playground is installed. It looks great! With this warm 

weather, students have been able to enjoy it.  

 

2. Parent Teacher Conferences: Conferences were held October 26 and 27. Ceresco 

Elementary had all parents attend conferences and/or rescheduled a conference if they were 

unable to attend during the two days.  

 

3. Book Fair: Once again, the book fair was a HUGE success! The grand total earned from 

Scholastic Possible Fund was $2,863.63! This means over 744 books were sent to various 

organizations in addition to each classroom teacher used the proceeds to purchase books for 

his/her classroom! Finally, a big shout-out to Crystal Haecker for all of her hard work in making 

the book fair so successful. 

 

4. PTO: Thank-you so much for the fabulous meals during and for sponsoring our Para helpers, 

Cindy Kaiser and Matt Smith, during conferences. The wonderful things you do for our schools 

are greatly appreciated! 

 

5. Red Ribbon Week: Student Council sponsored Red Ribbon Week Oct. 24-28. A big thank 

you to student council members, Kyle Peterson, Katie Fisher, Sarah Lange, Pete Nacke, Alli 

Miller, and Kaden Parde for creating a public service announcement.  

 

6. Multicultural Night: What a fantastic night! Thank you to Maureen Brase-Houchin and the 

PTO for sponsoring this event. Raymond Central is lucky to host such an educational evening.  

 

7. Turkey Trot: Once again Mr. Liess will host the annual Turkey Trot on November 29th. Our 

fingers are crossed for a beautiful day! 

 

8. Veterans Day: Ceresco hosted a Veterans Day observance on Friday, November 11, 2016. 

Thank-you to Ron States and the Ceresco’s American Legion Post #244 for donating their time 

for this event.  

 

9. Grandparents/Special Friends Day: Students invited special friends to join them on 

November 11, 2016. Once again, thanks to the PTO for sponsoring this event.  

 

10. NWEA Map Testing: MAP testing will take place November 7-18 for grades 3-6. MAP 

(Measure of Academic Progress) are computerized adaptive assessments that make it possible for 

educators to make informative curriculum decisions to meet the needs of students.  

 

11. Wellness Grant: Raymond Central took Dr. Blomstedt’s  (Nebraska Commissioner of 

Education) school breakfast challenge to heart! Both Ceresco and Valparaiso Elementary applied 

for the Hunger Free Wellness Grant through the Department of Education. The program offers 

an alternative breakfast program. With the assistance of Beth Nacke and the support of the 

Raymond Central’s Nutrition Staff, school personnel greeted students on November 2nd with a 

FREE Grab-n-Go breakfast. Students’ in Ceresco took their Grab-n-Go brown bag breakfast to 

the classroom. The feedback from students was positive. Ceresco went from 13% participation in 

the breakfast program to 58% participation. The goal would be to increase to 75% participation.  

 



 

Special Education: Raymond Central’s special education numbers remain consistent. 

Our current numbers are as follows: 

  

Pre-K – 13     Sixth – 8 

Kindergarten – 5    Seventh – 13 

First – 7     Eighth – 8 

Second – 4     Ninth – 4 

Third – 6     Tenth – 2 

Fourth – 6     Eleventh – 6 

Fifth – 9     Twelfth- 3 

Homeschooled: 2 

 

Total: 96 

 

Training:  

October 26 – The Nebraska Paraeducator Conference was held in Kearney. The district sent four 

paraeducators to the conference.  

November 3 & 4 - I attended The Tri-State Special Education Law Conference held in Omaha. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities Director Board Meeting Notes 11-16-16 
 

Fall sports have wrapped up for the season, went fast and hectic through September and the first 

part of October.  Here’s how our seasons finished: 

 

Softball - 4th place at state.  Post season recognition: 

   All-Conference 1st team: Cassie Vasa (co-captain), Courtney Potter, Alex Hanson 

   All-Conference 2nd team: Morgan Potter 

   HM: Amanda Gyhra, Peyton Taylor, Jordan Turnwall 

 

Omaha World Herald 1st team all State Class C: Courtney Potter & Cassie Vasa 

   OWH HM: Amanda Gyhra, Peyton Taylor, Cicely Pickel 

 

Lincoln Journal State Super State 2nd team: Courtney Potter 

   LJS 1st team all state Class C: Alex Hanson, Cassie Vasa, Courtney Potter 

   LJS HM: Amanda Gyhra, Morgan Potter 

 

Football finished 3-6 on the year, losing their last two games to Fairbury and Ashland-

Greenwood.  District and state recognitions will not be released until later. 

 

Cross Country qualified one person to state - girls runner Rylee Haecker, finishing 5th at 

Fairbury.  She ran in Kearney on Oct 21st, finishing in 30th place in class C.   

 

Volleyball finished the regular season with a win against David City and losses to LIncoln 

Lutheran and Palmyra.  They finished their season at sub-districts at Lincoln East with a win 

against Milford but a loss to Lincoln Christian.  Their conference and state recognitions will be 

released later as well.     

 

Junior high football finished with a win at Syracuse on 10/11 to finish 2-4 for the A team.   

 

Band played at Ashland and the Oxbow Invitational and came home with a rating of 2 from their 

competition.  They have played at several home volleyball games.  Brandon Unverferth qualified 

to play in the All-State Band Nov 16-18th.   

 

One-Act play will put on a public performance on Thursday Nov 17th at 7pm in the main 

gym.  Their conference meet is Monday Nov 21st in Wahoo and their districts are Friday Dec 

2nd in Seward. 

 

Speech has started with a meet at Millard North on Friday Nov 4th (novice) and Saturday Nov 

12th at Papillion-La Vista.   

 

Mock Trial will compete at the Lincoln Courthouse on Nov 3rd, Nov 9th and Nov 14th.   

 

The fall sports banquet will be Friday Nov 18th at 6:30pm with a meal and 7pm with a 

program.  Thanks to the booster club for helping and providing the meal! 

 

We are now using the projector system in the gym to show recent results, upcoming activities, 

pictures of students in action, sponsors, and thank-you’s, during home varsity athletic 

events.  Special thanks to the booster club, school board, RCEF, Ceresco Bank, Oak Creek 

Valley Bank, Squeegee Fill Station, First National Bank Northeast, Robert Miller, and 

Makovicka/Sylliaasen Physical Therapy for their support to make this possible.   

 



Raymond Central would like to show you the new logo’s they will be using to try to be more 

consistent across all sports, groups, clubs, and boosters in use of a design and mascot.  We have 

finalized the design, have all the formats, and wish to show that to the school board tonight so we 

can release it to our stakeholders to use. 

 

We are working with a couple companies for bids on new stage pads (more permanent - on the 

doors and edge), new scoretable pad, and pad under the hoop.  They will have the new logo and 

replace worn pads.  We will also be working on getting a new Raymond Central conference logo 

banner on the north wall with our updated logo.   

 

We are taking a group of 8 seniors to a Leadership and Sportsmanship Summit on Thursday Nov 

17th at Midland University.  We are hoping this is the start of more leadership activities for our 

students here at RC.   

 

Junior high boys basketball has been practicing for the last few weeks with 22 boys initially 

out.  They will have their first game Tuesday Nov 15th vs DC West, before traveling to Yutan on 

Thursday Nov 17th and hosting a 7th grade FBLA tournament Saturday with Wahoo, Bishop 

Neumann and Palmyra participating. 

 

Winter sports will have had their first practice on Monday Nov 14th.  First contests for 

basketball will be the jamboree game against East Butler on Mon Nov 28th and then Friday Dec 

2nd @ Aquinas.  WR will host a triangular with East Butler and North Bend Central on 

Thursday Dec 1st before traveling to York on Saturday Dec 3rd.  WR, BB and Trap photo’s will 

take place on Mon Dec 28th. 

 

One reminder to all Raymond Central followers is that our most up to date activities calendar can 

be found by going to Raymond Central home website (www.rcentral.org) and then clicking on 

the “Activities Calendar” link under the Popular Links section on the left side of the page.  

 

Results for varsity activities are usually posted to the Raymond Central High School facebook 

page and twitter account within a day of the action.  Follow at RC_Nation (@RC_Mustangs) or 

Raymond Central High School - Facebook for pictures and updates. 

 

http://www.rcentral.org/















	Agenda
	1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
	2. Motion to Excuse Board Member's Absence
	3. Open Meeting Law
	4. Consent Agenda
	4.1. Regular Minutes of October 12, 2016
	Oct. 12, 2016 Minutes

	4.2. Financial Statement/Report
	Financial Statements Nov 2016

	4.3. Monthly Bills
	Bills Nov 2016Bills Nov 2016


	5. Correspondence/Recognition
	6. Public Forum
	7. Discussion Items
	7.1. School Improvement Update - Lori Maxwell, SIP Chair
	Advancing Differentiation

	7.2. Industrial Tech & Vocational Ag Equipment Request Proposal - Pat Harrington
	7.3. School Rebranding and Logo - Greg Wilmes
	7.4. Administrative Reports
	Administrator Reports for November 2016
	PT Conference Attendance

	7.5. Curriculum & Assessment
	7.6. Superintendent's Report
	7.6.1. Update of Superintendent's Goals
	CASES Services

	7.7. Facilities Report
	Concrete Bid

	7.8. Student Board Member Report - Courtney Potter
	Student Board Report Nov 2016

	7.9. Board Member Reports
	7.9.1. Update on Teacher Negotiations

	7.10. District Audit

	8. Action Items
	8.1. Approval of 2015-16 Audit
	8.2. Approval of Student Teacher
	8.3. Approval of CASES membership at ESU2
	8.4. Approval of Concrete Bid
	8.5. Approval of Surplus Item(s)
	8.6. Approval of Next Regular Board of Education Meeting on Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at 7:00 PM in Rm #108 at the Jr/Sr High School

	9. Adjournment

