
Board of Education Special Meeting

Monday, September 16, 2019 6:00 PM

Gothenburg Public Schools Discovery Center 
(Greenhouse Classroom)

1322 Avenue I
Gothenburg, Nebraska 69138

Agenda

1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Rationale: 

The mission of Gothenburg Public Schools is to prepare all students within a positive 
and innovative learning environment.

A copy of the open meetings law is posted on the wall of the Board Room and is 
available to the public.

2. Approve the Agenda

Rationale: 

The Board reserves the right to rearrange the order of items as needed.

3. Recognition of Visitors

3.1. Public Participation

Rationale: 

Opportunity for Public Expression:

• This item serves as the time entitled for public forum during which patrons may address 
the Board on matters of general concern per Board Policy 8346, Opportunity for Public 
Expression.  (A copy of the policy is available.)

• Patrons will be allowed five (5) minutes to express their view.  Board of Education 
Members will refrain from expressing personal opinions during the Public Forum unless 
asked a direct question by a patron recognized by the Board President as having the 
floor.  The board imposed time limit may be extended by a majority vote of the 
Board.  The board may limit collective comments on a particular topic when necessary. 
The Board may not take action on matters discussed in the Public Forum unless the item 
appears on the prepared agenda.

• All concerns and complaints should go through the chain of command beginning with the 
teacher/sponsor and then to the building administrator/program supervisor and finally to 
the Superintendent.  If the initiating party is not satisfied with the response of the 



Superintendent, said party may address a written appeal to the Board of Education 
through the Secretary of the Board.

As a meeting of the Gothenburg Board of Education is a meeting held in public and 
not a public meeting, visitors should refrain from comments unless recognized by 
the chair.

4. Action Items

4.1. Consider the adoption of the 2019-2020 Budget through Board Resolution 9-16-19-
1.

Rationale: Adoption of Board Resolution 9-16-19-1 sets the budget for District #20 
for the 2019-20 fiscal year. See Budget Hearing Materials and Supplementary 
Budget Materials for more information.

Attached Materials:
  

• Letter of Transmittal

• Budget Hearing Notice and Summary

• Proposed Budget 2019-20 (by section) 

o Cover Page (p. 1)

o 2019-20 Budgeted (p. 2)

o 2018-19 Actual/Estimated (p. 3)

o 2017-18 Actual (p. 4)

o Correspondence (p. 5)

o Schedule A

o Schedule B

• Board Resolution 9-16-19-1

• Budget Hearing Materials

• Supplementary Budget Materials

4.2. Consider the adoption of Board Resolution 9-16-19-2 to set property tax request for 
2019-2020.



Rationale: Adoption of Board Resolution 9-16-19-2 sets the tax request for District 
#20 for the 2019-2020 fiscal year.  See Tax Hearing Materials for more information.

Attached Materials: 

• Tax Request Hearing Notice

• Computation of Taxes (comparison)

• Board Resolution 9-16-19-2

• Tax Request Hearing Materials

• District Valuation

• Debt Service

4.3. Consider Board Resolution 9-16-19-3 to designate Flatwater Bank and First State 
Bank as official depositories for District #20 funds for 2019-2020 fiscal year.

Rationale: This is done annually as prescribed in Board Policy 3120 and Regulation 
3120A.

Attached Materials:
Board Resolution 9-16-19-3
Board Policy 3120
Regulation 3120A

5. Executive (Closed) Session

Rationale: 

The Board of Education may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority 
of its voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the 
public interest or for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual 
and if such individual has not requested a public meeting.  Closed sessions may be held 
for, but shall not be limited to, such reasons as:  (a) strategy sessions with respect to 
collective bargaining, real estate purchases, or litigation; (b) discussion regarding 
deployment of security personnel or devices; (c) investigative proceedings regarding 
allegations or misconduct; or (d) evaluation of the job performance of a person when 
necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation of a person.

The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session.  The subject matter and 
the reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close.  If 
the motion to close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed 
session shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed 
session. The Board shall restrict its consideration of matters during the closed portions to 



only those purposes set forth in the motion to close as the reason for the closed session. 
The meeting shall be reconvened in open session before any formal action may be taken.

6. Next Meeting

 

Rationale: Monday, October 14 at 7:00

7. Adjournment
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Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES         Policy No. 8343

Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation

Agenda Construction and Control

A. Written meeting agendas will be prepared by the Superintendent of Schools in
corroboration with the President of the Board of Education.  Any Board member
may submit agenda items to be placed on the agenda by the Superintendent and
the Board President.

B. Control of the agenda is the responsibility of the Board President.

C. Agenda items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give the public reasonable notice
of the matters to be considered at the meeting.

D. An agenda, kept continuously current, shall be readily available for public
inspection at the office of the Superintendent of School of the Gothenburg School
District during normal business hours.  Except for items of an emergency nature,
the agenda shall not be altered later than 24 hours before the scheduled
commencement of the meeting.  The School Board shall have the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only by action taken at the
public meeting at which the item is to be considered.

Legal Reference: § 84-1411

Date of Adoption: November 13, 2006



Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8345
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation

Procedures During Meetings

In the absence of the President and the Vice President of the Board of Education at any meeting,
the Board shall choose a President pro tempore.  In the absence of the Secretary at any meeting,
the Board shall also choose a Secretary pro tempore.

Any action taken on a question or a motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call vote of
the Board in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the member
was absent or abstained.

The vote to elect the leadership of the Board of Education at the reorganization meeting shall be
taken by secret ballot, but the total number of votes for each candidate shall be recorded in the
minutes of the meeting.

Legal Reference: §79-569
§79-520
§84-1413

Date of Adoption: April 14, 2008



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9300 
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Bylaws of the Board - Meetings 
 
Regular Meetings 
 
The Board shall meet in regular session on the second Monday of each calendar month, unless 
otherwise designated by the president with the approval of the Board.  All meetings shall be held 
in the boardroom at the Gothenburg Schools unless otherwise designated by the president with 
the approval of the Board.  In each odd-numbered year, the January meeting will be held on or 
after the first Thursday after the first Tuesday.          

Legal Reference: §79-554    §79-555   §84-1401 
 
 
Special Meetings 
 
A special meeting of the Board may be called by the president when in his opinion it is 
necessary, or upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, or any two (2) Board 
members.  No business shall be transacted at any special meeting, which does not come within 
the purpose, or purposes set forth in the call for the meeting unless it is of an emergency nature. 
Special Board sessions may be adjourned to a definite date and time.  

Legal Reference: §79-520    §79-554   §79-555   §84-1401 
 
 
Advance Delivery of Meeting Materials 
 
The Board shall require the Superintendent to prepare an agenda which, with the minutes, shall 
be mailed or delivered to the Board members on Friday or prior to each regular monthly Board 
meeting. 
 
Items not placed on the regular agenda may be tabled until the regular meeting on the following 
month to provide the Board adequate time to research the item in question.  All citizens in the 
district boundary are permitted to place an item on the agenda.  Those persons outside the district 
may place an item on the agenda by permission of the President of the Board or the 
Superintendent of Schools. 
 
 
Order of Business 
 
The following shall be the order of business for the regular meetings.  The order of business may 
be changed by consent of all members present. 
 

Meeting call to order, Pledge of Allegiance, Approval/Changes to Agenda, Recognition of 
Visitors, Business Items (Consent Agenda, Action Items, Policy Review, and Reports), 
Discussion Items, Time/Date of Next Meeting, Adjournment. 

 
 
 
 
 



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9300 
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Parliamentary Procedure 
 
The rules of parliamentary procedures as embodied in Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the 
school Board in its deliberation when the issue in question is not covered by these policies and 
bylaws. 
 
 
Minutes 
 
The Board of Education shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time, place, members 
present and absent, and the substance of all matters discussed.  The minutes shall be prepared by 
the secretary immediately following the meeting, shall be written, shall be available for 
inspection by the public and for distribution to the members of the Board within ten (10) working 
days, or prior to the next convened meeting, whichever occurs earlier, and shall be a part of the 
agenda for the next regular meeting at which time they shall be corrected, if necessary, and 
approved.  The minutes shall be kept in the office of the superintendent and shall be public 
records and open to public inspection during normal business hours. 
                     Legal Reference: §79-577    §79-555    §§ 84-1408-1414 
 
Voting 
 
Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call vote 
of the Board in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the 
member was absent or not voting.  The requirement of a roll call or viva voce vote may be 
satisfied by used of an electronic voting device, which allows the yeas and nays of each member 
of the board to be readily seen by the public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Adoption:  May 12, 2008 
Date of Revision:   August 8, 2016 
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation 
 
Opportunity for Public Expression 

 
The Board of Education as a representative body, recognizes the importance of the public's 
viewpoint relative to the direction of the educational programs in Gothenburg Public Schools.  
Therefore, the following guidelines have been established for patrons to efficiently and 
effectively give expression to their suggestions, concerns, and grievances: 
 
A. Public Forum - Each Board meeting shall have on its agenda a specific time entitled 

Public Forum, during which patrons may address the Board on matters of general 
concern.  Patrons wishing to address the Board during the Public Forum will be allowed 
five (5) minutes to express their view.  Board of Education members will refrain from 
expressing personal opinions during the Public Forum unless asked a direct question by a 
patron recognized by the Board President as having the floor.  The Board imposed time 
limit may be extended by a majority vote of the Board following a request to do so.  
Board action may not be taken on matters discussed during the Public Forum unless the 
matter specifically appears on the prepared agenda.  In the discretion of the Board 
President, the Public Forum may be omitted or bypassed at some, but not all, meetings of 
the Board of Education. 

 
B. Concerns and Complaints - Board action shall not be taken regarding a concern or 

complaint unless the following procedure has been followed: 
 
 Step 1.       All Complaints concerning a particular school situation shall be submitted to 

the Principal of the building.  They should be submitted in writing when 
practical.  If the party involved is other than an individual, then the 
organization or persons represented shall be identified.  If the problem 
involves other than an individual building, then the matter shall be directed to 
the Superintendent. 

Step 2.     Should the matter not be resolved to the satisfaction of the parties involved, 
they may appeal to the Superintendent. 

Step 3.       If the initiating party is not satisfied with the response of the Superintendent, 
said party may address a written appeal to the Board of Education through the 
Secretary of the Board. 

 
C. Speak to Agenda Item - Patrons or visitors who desire to have an item placed on the 

monthly Board meeting agenda and speak on that item should make their wishes known 
to the Superintendent prior to the distribution of the meeting agenda.  Upon receipt of a 
request to be heard the Superintendent may, in the discretion of the Superintendent, place 
the item on the agenda.  The Board President shall then allow the patron or visitors to 
address the Board at the appropriate time.  The length of this presentation will be 
determined at the discretion of the Board President.  Persons who wish to speak to an 
agenda item will not be required to have their name be placed on the agenda prior to the 
meeting in order to speak about items on the agenda. 

 
Legal Reference:  §84-1412 
 
Date of Adoption:  July 14, 2008 





BOARD RESOLUTION 9-16-19-1 
2019-2020 ADOPTION OF BUDGET 

FOR 
DAWSON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 20 

 
 

WHEREAS, public notice was given at least five days in advance of a Special Public Hearing called for 
the purpose of discussing and approving or modifying the district’s Budget for the 2019-2020 school fiscal year for 
General, Special Building, Depreciation Reserve, Employee Benefit, School Nutrition, School Activity, Bond and 
Student Fees Funds: and, 
 

WHEREAS, such Special Public Hearing was held before the Board of Education (hereinafter “the 
Board”) of Dawson School District #20 (hereinafter “the District”) at the time, date, and place announced in the 
notice published in a newspaper of general circulation, a copy of which notice and proof of publication of which is 
attached; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board provided an opportunity to receive comment, information and evidence from 
persons in attendance at such Special Hearing; and, 
 
 NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the 2019-2020 fiscal year budget be adopted as published 
and presented: 
 

It is so moved by _________ and seconded by __________  this 16th day of September, 2019. 
 
 
 
  Roll call vote as follows: 
 

                                            YES  NO 
  DEVIN BRUNDAGE 
 
                                                                         YES  NO 
  KYLE FORNOFF 
 
                                                                         YES  NO 
  JON HUDSON 
 
                                                                         YES  NO 
  BECKY JOBMAN 
 
                                              YES  NO 
  JEREMY SITORIUS 
   

                                                                      YES  NO 
  NATE WYATT 
 
 
 
The undersigned herewith certifies, as Secretary of the Board of Education of Dawson County School District #20, 
that the above Resolution was duly adopted by a majority of said Board at a duly constituted public meeting of said 
Board. 
 
                      , Secretary 

JEREMY SITORIUS 



























































BOARD RESOLUTION 9-16-19-2 
2019-2020 TAX REQUEST RESOLUTION 

FOR 
DAWSON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 20 

 
 WHEREAS, public notice was given at least five days in advance of a Special Public Hearing called for the 
purpose of discussing and approving or modifying the district’s Tax Requests for the 2019-2020 school fiscal year for 
the General Fund, Special Building Fund, the Affiliated Bond Fund, the District Bond Fund of Dawson County School 
District #20; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, such Special Public Hearing was held before the Board of Education (hereinafter “the Board”) 
of Dawson School District #20 (hereinafter “the District”) at the time, date, and place announced in the notice 
published in a newspaper of general circulation, a copy of which notice and proof of publication of which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A, all as required by law; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board provided an opportunity to receive comment, information and evidence from persons 
in attendance at such Special Hearing; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the total assessed value of the property differs from last year’s total assessed value by 1%; the 
tax rate which would levy the same amount of property taxes as last year, when multiplied by the new total assessed 
value of property would be $1.05 per $100 of assessed value; the Gothenburg Public Schools proposes to adopt a 
property tax requests that will cause its tax rate to be $1.05 per $100 of assessed value.  
 

WHEREAS, based on the proposed property tax request and changes in other revenue, the total operating 
budget of Gothenburg Public Schools will exceed last year’s by 7% percent. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board, after having reviewed the District’s Tax Requests for each said fund, and after 
public consideration of the matter, has determined that the Final Tax Requests as listed below are necessary in order to 
carry out the functions of the District, as determined by the Board for the 2019-2020 school fiscal year. 
 
 NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that (1) the Tax Request for the General Fund should be, and 
hereby is set at $8,075,205.00; (2) the Tax Request for the Special Building Fund should be, and hereby is set at 
$515,507.00;  (3) the Tax Request for the Affiliated Bond Fund should be, and hereby is set at $445,454.73; (4) the Tax 
Request for the District #20 Bond Fund should be, and hereby is set at $261,616.27. 
 
 It is so moved by _________ and seconded by __________  this 16th day of September, 2019. 
 
  Roll call vote as follows: 

                                            YES  NO 
  DEVIN BRUNDAGE 
 
                                                                         YES  NO 
  KYLE FORNOFF 
 
                                                                         YES  NO 
  JON HUDSON 
 
                                                                         YES  NO 
  BECKY JOBMAN 
 
                                              YES  NO 
  JEREMY SITORIUS 
 

                                                                      YES  NO 
  NATE WYATT 
 
 The undersigned herewith certifies, as Secretary of the Board of Education of Dawson County School District 
#20, that the above Resolution was duly adopted by a majority of said Board at a duly constituted public meeting of 
said Board. 
 
                      , Secretary 

JEREMY SITORIUS	
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RESOLUTION

RESOLVED, that the official depository of school funds for this School District is hereby
designated to be _________________________________, and that the designation of any other
institution as the depository of school funds is hereby withdrawn.

The above Resolution, having been read in its entirety, member _________________ moved
for its passage and adoption, and member ________________ seconded the same. After discussion
and on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage and adoption of the above
Resolution: ____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________.
The following members voted against the same:__________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                           
     .
The following members were absent or not voting: ________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                             .

 The above Resolution, having been consented to and approved by more than a majority of
the members of the School Board of this School District, was declared as passed and adopted by the
President at a duly held and lawfully convened meeting in full compliance with the Nebraska open
meetings law.

DATED this ____ day of _________________, 200__.

Gothenburg Public Schools

BY:
_______________________________________ 
President

Attest:

________________________________
Secretary

Legal Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. '' 77-2350 and 77-2350.01

Date of Adoption: March 12, 2007



Article 3 BUSINESS OPERATIONS Policy No. 3120
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Business Operations

Depository

The depository bank or banks shall be, from time to time, designated by the Board by formal
resolution.  Such designation may be withdrawn at any time by the Board by formal resolution
entered upon its records.

If there is no bank within the district, or if the bank refuses or neglects to make application as a
depository, the board may designate any bank that is a state bank or national bank within the
State.

Date of Adoption: March 12, 2007
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 RESOLUTION 
 9-16-19-3 
 

RESOLVED, that the official depositories of school funds for this School District are 
hereby designated to be First State Bank and Flatwater Bank, and that the designation of any other 
institutions as the depositories of school funds is hereby withdrawn. 
 

The above Resolution, having been read in its entirety, member _________________ moved 
for its passage and adoption, and member ________________ seconded the same. After discussion 
and on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage and adoption of the above 
Resolution:  

   Brundage Fornoff Hudson 
Jobman Sitorius Wyatt 

 
The following members voted against the same: 
 

   Brundage Fornoff Hudson 
Jobman Sitorius Wyatt 

 
 
The following members were absent or not voting:  
 

Brundage Fornoff Hudson 
Jobman Sitorius Wyatt 

  
 The above Resolution, having been consented to and approved by more than a majority of 

the members of the School Board of this School District present at the meeting, was declared as 
passed and adopted by the Treasurer at a duly held and lawfully convened meeting in full 
compliance with the Nebraska open meetings law. 

 
DATED this 16th day of September, 2019. 

Gothenburg Public Schools 
 
BY: 
      
________________________________         

Vice President 
 
Attest: 
 
________________________________ 

Secretary 
 
Legal Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. '' 77-2350 and 77-2350.01 
 
Board Regulation 3120 A 
Date of Policy Adoption: March 12, 2007 



Article 9 BYLAWS OF THE BOARD Policy No. 9370
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Bylaws of the Board - Meetings

Closed Sessions

The Board of Education may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority of its
voting members if a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the public interest or
for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual and if such individual has
not requested a public meeting.  Closed sessions may be held for, but shall not be limited to, such
reasons as:  (a) strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate purchases, or
litigation; (b) discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices; (c) investigative
proceedings regarding allegations or misconduct; or (d) evaluation of the job performance of a
person when necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation of a person and if such person
has not requested a public meeting; provided, however a closed meeting shall never be held for
the purpose of discussing the appointment or election of a new member to the Board of
Education.

The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session.  The subject matter and the
reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close. The entire
motion, the vote of each member on the question of holding a closed session, and the time when
the closed session commenced and concluded shall be recorded in the minutes.  If the motion to
close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior to the closed session shall restate on
the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The Board shall restrict its
consideration of matters during the closed portions to only those purposes set forth in the motion
to close as the reason for the closed session. The meeting shall be reconvened in open session
before any formal action may be taken.

Any member of the Board shall have the right to challenge the continuation of a closed session if
the member determines that the session has exceeded the reasons stated in the original motion to
hold a closed session.  Such challenge shall be overruled only by a majority vote of the members
of the public body.  Such challenge and its disposition shall be recorded in the minutes.

The term "closed session" as used in the policies, regulations and Bylaws of the District shall
include within its meaning any "executive session" or "executive meeting" authorized or
prescribed by said policies, regulations and Bylaws, all of said terms being interchangeable.

Legal Reference: §§84-1407 to 84-1414

Date of Adoption:  November 13, 2006
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