
Regular Board of Directors Meeting
Monday, February 12, 2024 1:30 PM
Lower Platte North NRD Office
P.O. Box 126
Wahoo, NE 68066 

1. Call to Order
 
NOTE: The agenda is on file at the LPNNRD office and may be changed up to 24 
hours prior to the meeting as scheduled. 
 
1.A. Meeting Notice

1.B. Inform Public on Location of Copy of “Open Meeting Act”

1.C. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call

2.A. Introductions

3. Approval of Agenda
Are there any additions or corrections to the agenda?

4. Comments - Advisors/Guests

4.A. Guest Comments

4.B. NRCS Report

4.C. NARD Report

4.D. NRC Report

4.E.Managers Report

4.F.Education Program
Aaron Blank, Matthew Perrion, Jake Werner, Jehnsen Lebsock biologist with NE 
Game and Parks Fisheries will be present at the Board Meeting to give an update on 
Lake Wanahoo Fisheries. 

5. Approval of Minutes
Are there any additions or corrections to the Minutes? If not they will be approved on 
the consent agenda.

6. Report of Standing Committees



6.A. Executive Committee - Action as Required

6.A.1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6.A.2. MEETINGS

6.A.2.a. Pending

6.A.2.a.1. NARD Washington DC Annual Meeting
The NARD Annual Washington DC meeting is scheduled for March 
16-20, 2024.  Registration deadline is March 1st. (see attachments) 

6.A.2.b. Reports

6.A.2.b.1. NARD Legislative Conference

6.A.3. MANAGEMENT ITEMS

6.A.3.a. Directors Absence

6.A.3.b. Monthly Education Program
Aaron Blank, Matthew Perrion, Jake Werner, Jehnsen Lebsock 
biologist with NE Game and Parks Fisheries will be present at the 
Board Meeting to give an update on Lake Wanahoo Fisheries. 

6.A.3.c. New Office Building - Update
As per our existing contract, JEO is finalizing construction bid documents 
and preparing to go to bid the first week of February.  Plans are to provide a 
four week bid window with all bids to be submitted for a March 7th bid 
opening.

6.A.3.d. FEMA Closeout and Payment
FEMA informed us last week the closeout on our Wanahoo repairs is 
complete payment is being processed.  This closeout completes our 
downstream Wanahoo repair from the 2019 storm event.  We are still 
working with FEMA on closing out or remaining projects.

6.A.3.e. Director Computer Stipend
Discussion is requested on our current director's computer stipend.  

6.A.3.f. JEDI Funding Update
Gottschalk will update the committee on the Governor's proposed budget 
(LB 1412) and how it would potentially affect our Wahoo Creek funding.

6.A.3.g. Dodge County Tax Correction
Dodge County notified the NRD of a Tax Roll Correction for Fremont Mall 
LLC (Hy-Vee) for the years 2019 and 2020.  The NRD portion to be 
returned is $1,179.49. This amount will be withheld from our next 
disbursement. 

6.A.3.h. 2024 Election Certification 
Just a reminder that all incumbents must file with the Secretary of State by 
February 15th and all other candidates must file by March 1st. 



6.A.3.i. 414(h) Retirement Plan
The NARD board requested each district to have discussions with board 
members and employees about the possibility of raising the contribution 
levels for the NARD 414(h) Retirement Plan. Currently, the plan requires a 
5.5% salary contribution from the employee and a 6.0% salary contribution 
by the employer, which is 11.5% of salary. The NARD recommendation is 
to consider a 1% increase for each the employee and employer. For this 
increase to be adopted, all 23 NRDs would need to give their approval.

6.A.4. EQUIPMENT

6.A.5. PERSONNEL

6.A.5.a. Leave Payout
Franzen's last day of employment was January 17th and Schomer's last day 
was January 26th.  Our policy states the NRD will pay employees unused 
annual leave time and any hours over 360 for sick leave. 

Attached is a breakdown for each employee.   
6.A.5.b. Water Resources Specialist

We are currently advertising for a Water Resources Specialist.  Resumes are 
due Thursday, February 8th.

6.A.5.c. Operation and Maintenance Technician 
Advertising has started for an Operation and Maintenance Technician. 
Resumes are due Friday, February 16th.

6.A.6. FINANCE

6.A.6.a. Approval of Financial Reports
Grant will be available to reivew the December Financial Statements. 

6.A.6.b. Accounts over 90 Days

6.A.6.c. Approval of Managers Time and Expense Sheets
Attached find Gottschalk's time and expense sheets. 

6.B. Operations Committee - Action as Required

6.B.1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There is no unfinished business to address.

6.B.2. WILD NE AND OTHER PROGRAMS
On the Wanahoo Ducks Unlimited wetland renovation site, all tree piles have 
been burned. The time frame for burning cattails and dirt removal is unknown 
with the snowpack.
The staff is currently reviewing and has made comments to an agreement with 
Ducks Unlimited.

6.B.3. OPERATION & MAINTENANCE & OTHER ITEMS
The O & M crew moved snow. Worked on and kept equipment running during 
the cold spell. We are currently going through maintenance items on equipment.
6.B.3.a. Rehabilitation of Cottonwood 21-A, NRCS & HDR

HDR continues developing conceptual designs and coordinating with NRCS 



regarding their policies. HDR intends to have a 60% completion meeting in 
mid-February. The staff is meeting with the engineering group on Friday, 
Feb. 2 at 1:30 to review a couple of potential design strategies.

6.B.3.b. Wanahoo Relief Well Cleaning
Rieschick Drilling was back on site pumping testing the last 10 wells that 
have been cleaned. They finished on January 25th. We received their 
invoice for $116,160.00 which is the contracted amount. We have also 
received the results of the cleaning but have not gone over them.

6.B.3.c. Intersection Hwy 77 & 109 Round-About
On January 16 we met with JEO and the City of Wahoo staff on how we can 
plan/coordinate with NDOT and Dam Safety on responsibilities, time 
frames and finances for the utility issues in the Round-About intersection.
JEO will obtain more specifics from Dam Safety on how to filter and seal 
all conduits. JEO relayed a message from NDOT that they are willing to 
coordinate, including the NRD's work on their construction via change 
order, as long as our utility coordination doesn't disrupt or delay 
construction, that our plans are within NDOT's requirements and we cover 
our cost. JEO will get some improvement concepts on paper. The staff is 
meeting with NDOT on Friday Feb 2 at 10:00.

6.B.3.d. NRD No-Till Grass Drills
The District owns three No-Till Grass Drills stationed in Platte, Colfax and 
Saunders counties. The drill in Platte County is 20+ years old and Stan 
Rosendahl informed us that it needs major repairs (list attached).
We could get a repair estimate from Benes Service for all the problems 
listed and have it fixed, or scrap it, and/or purchase a new drill. The 
estimated price for a new drill is $55,000 - $60,000 as Pheasants Forever 
has recently purchased new drills with NET funding.
All of our drills were purchased with financial assistance from Nebraska 
Environmental Trust. The drill in Schuyler was purchased in 2009 and the 
drill in Saunders in 2012. The committee suggest that staff write a grant 
application to NET. With the drill being unusable, this means the Platte 
County area would go without a drill during 2024.

The District received second half of the year revenue (2023) from Rezac 
Seeding of $1,215.70 and from Rosendahl $2,184.50.

6.B.3.e. FEMA/NEMA Flood Damaged Projects Update
The District received two letters from FEMA acknowledging receipt and 
acceptance of our certification that all work is completed on the Wanahoo 
Dam repairs and the Clear Creek Fuse Plug, that the projects can be 
closed.(Letters Attached) They are covering 90% of the project cost or 
$2,366,270.14 on the Wanahoo Dam and $105,420.00 on Clear Creek Fuse 
Plug.
Also attached is a list of financials for all our flood-damaged projects. 
Rawhide Ditch 8 and the Wanahoo Breakwater have been paid in full by 
FEMA. Once FEMA closes these projects, then NEMA will include another 
5% for three of them.



Chapman and Heimann have worked on CDBG funding for the last 5% or 
the local share of these projects.

6.B.3.f. Sell the JD 4450
The New JD 6155M is in. We can proceed to sell our 1984 JD 4450 with 
duals. The Committee suggest that after the February Board meeting, we 
accept offers up to 12:00 (noon) on Friday, March 8th, with a starting 
minimum of $35,000. The highest offer takes the tractor.  
We purchased the JD 4450 in August 2018 from Plains Equipment in David 
City for $37,500.
Internet research showed a 1983 4450 w/ duals for $39,500 and a 1983 
w/out duals for $32,500 in NE. Two 1983 4450's w/out duals in Wisconsin 
for $43,000 & $42,400. One in Missouri w/out duals for $32,500. 

6.B.4. ROCK AND JETTY
We have not received any applications or request for payments.

6.B.5. LAKE WANAHOO

6.B.5.a. Lake Wanahoo Permit Sales 
For the month of December, the District received $6,185.00 in annual park 
permit revenue. The year by year break down is listed below. 
  

Month Monthly Total YTD
December 
2023 $6,185.00 $73017.50

December 
2022 $5,045.00 $75262.50

December 
2021 $4,725.00 $85681.85

December 
2020 $4,470.00 $96317.50

December 
2019 $4,585.00 $82252.50

6.B.5.b. Lake Wanahoo Camping Revenue
For the month of December, the District received $1,734.74 in camping 
revenue. The year by year comparison is listed below.
  

Month Month Total YTD
December 
2023 $1734.74 $127,792.00

December 
2022 $2276.95 $129,922.83

December 
2021 $2438.00 $118,152.11



Month Month Total YTD
December 
2020 $1485.97 $134,027.78

December 
2019 $1160.56 $93,337.36

6.B.5.c. Clint Johannes Education Building
The Clint Johannes Education Building at Lake Wanahoo was rented 9 
times with 3 NRD events/meetings. Revenue for the month was $650.

6.B.6. INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

6.B.6.a. Information

6.B.6.a.1. Radio & eAds
The KTIC radio ads and Wahoo newspaper e-ads during January featured the 
upcoming nitrogen certification classes in the area. This will continue in 
February. The ads are attached.

6.B.6.a.2. Analytics
The LPNNRD Facebook/Twitter pages, and the website are some of the 
fastest ways to get information out to the public. Tracking analytics are a way 
to see how many people are seeing the information. Sometimes a decrease in 
reach or impressions can mean there is an error with the Facebook/Twitter 
pages or the website. Facebook and Twitter posts range from 10 - 15 posts 
per month. If you are on Facebook or Twitter, please like, follow, share, or 
retweet the Lower Platte North NRD posts!

Total reach/impressions show how many people saw the post/tweet. 
Engagements include likes, comments, shares/retweets and link clicks.
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Twitter is in the process of updating analytics still. Some of this data may 
not be measured the same as it was in the previous months. 
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Top Posts on Facebook and Twitter: 
• Drought monitor map update
• February Coffee Lakeside flyer
• Upcoming Nitrogen certification classes
• Water Specialist job opening
• Ice fishing event flyer
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1,328 Organic -31.36%
Direct -0.54%
Referral -21.79%
Social +245.45%
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1,726 Organic 75%
Direct 20.1%
Referral 4.1%
Social 0.8%

Lake Wanahoo
Home
Czechland Lake
Outdoor Recreation
Staff

Mobile 59.9%
Desktop 38.4%
Tablet 1.7%

Traffic channels: organic traffic means they use a search engine then 
choose an option that includes lpnnrd.org, direct traffic means they 
type in lpnnrd.org directly (or have it bookmarked), and referral traffic 
is any other traffic not from a search engine or social (such as a link 
from another site). As of mid-September changes for traffic channels 
and devices will show increase or decrease for the month.

Top referral clicks from: visitnebraska.com 15, nrdnet.org 31, Wahoo 
newspaper website (LPNNRD digital ad) 0
Clicks from Facebook: 41.
Clicks from Twitter: 0.
 

6.B.6.a.3. Butler County Ag Expo
The LPNNRD plans to have a booth at the Butler County Ag Expo held 
in David City on Wednesday, February 14, 2024. The booth is 10' x 8' 
for $150.

6.B.6.a.4. Winter Viaduct
The Winter edition of the Lower Platte North NRD Viaduct is finished 
and will be in local newspapers January 31st, February 6th and 7th. The 
digital version has been sent via email to subscribers and is available at 
LPNNRD.org/downloads

6.B.6.a.5. 10/11 Local Business Spotlight
On January 24, 10/11 took some footage in the LPNNRD office to add to the 



commercial for the Local Business Spotlight. On January 30, Eric, Sean, Ryan, 
and Lacey went to the 10/11 studio for an interview with Taryn Vanderford 
for the Local Everyday on-air spot. This will air on February 9th, just before 9 
a.m.
The package includes a 30-second commercial to air on 10/11, MeTV, and CW 
during February.

6.B.6.b. Education

6.B.6.b.1. Past Events
January 11th: Coffee Lakeside, Renewable and Non-renewable 
Energy Sources. Three people attended.
January 17th: Survival club. 16 students learned about every day carry 
kits and received one at the end. 
January 18th: St. Wenceslaus Pre-K classroom. Talked about wild vs 
domestic animals and went on a classroom safari. 
January 21st: Ice Fishing Event - 20-30 people attended this event. 
 

6.B.6.b.2. Upcoming Events
February 8th: Coffee Lakeside: Snakes of Nebraska. Flyer attached.
February 12-13th: East Butler, test your well night prep.
February 13th: Survival Club.
February 14th: North Bend Career Fair.
February 21st: Test your well night event at East Butler.

TBD: St. Wenceslaus Pre-K classroom visit; survival club. 

 
6.B.6.b.3. Nebraska Alliance for Conservation and Environmental 

Education Conference (NACEE)
I will be presenting at the NACEE conference held at Ponca State Park 
on February 28th. My presentation, Creating Unexpected Partnerships, 
will highlight the Story Walk at Lake Wanahoo; the quarterly Science 
and Scenes program; and the Movement in Nature night we held back in 
September. This will be a twenty-minute bright spot presentation. To 
see more of the preliminary schedule you can go 
here: https://www.nacee.org/conferenceschedule. 

6.B.6.b.4. New education and outreach animal coming soon.
Working with UNL's herpetology lab and Dr. Ferraro, I will be 
receiving a western fox snake in the upcoming weeks to use for 
classroom visits and outreach events. Western fox snakes are native to 
the eastern part of Nebraska, they are very docile especially when 
handled frequently, and the best part, it will be FREE from UNL. They 
will also provide the mice, some of the set-up necessities, and health 
check-ups for the snake. I will be purchasing a forty gallon tank with a 
wire lock lid, as well as any other needs that are not provided to me by 
UNL. 



6.B.7. RURAL WATER SYSTEMS

6.B.7.a. Colon System

6.B.7.b. Bruno System

6.B.7.c. Other

6.C. Water Committee - Action as Required

6.C.1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6.C.2. Field Demonstrations Update
Joe Luck - UNL gave an update on three projects that were conducted within the 
District.  Two of the projects utilized Sentinel's variable rate nitrogen 
application with satellite imagery.  The other site compared a field with manure 
application as the primary source of nitrogen.  
Shane Ohlde from VariMax Realtime Crop Management conducted a 
demonstration on a field in the Schuyler-Richland Area using crop-based 
nitrogen and irrigation management.  He presented information from his project 
utilizing satellite imagery.  

6.C.3. REGULATORY

6.C.3.a. GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA

6.C.3.a.1. Well Permit Program

6.C.3.a.1.A. Well Permit Application
A new well permit application from Merle Blum with Mike Conrad 
as tenant was submitted for the SWSE S2-T16N-8E, Saunders 
County.  The tract of land is currently being irrigated by well G-
037875 in the NE1/4 S11-16N-8E. There are 57.90 certified 
irrigated acres in Section 2, but they desire to have this pivot with 
its own well.  The new well will be located in Woodcliff's Wellhead 
Protection Area, with the map attached.  Attached is an AEM 
profile map along with a geological log from the well in Section 
11.  They would not be adding acres and a flow meter would be 
required.  Well G-02123A is Woodcliff's water supply well. 

Staff did reach out to Lonny Mahrt - President of Woodcliff's SID, 
which he plans on visiting with JEO as they are their engineers, but 
initially he did not have an issue.  Lonny responded by email on 
Thursday, February 1st, asking for well depth, pumping and 
geological information which staff provided.  He also asked about 
the possibility of utilizing this well for emergency fire protection 



well.  Staff directed him to contact Mike Conrad for this as an 
option.  

6.C.3.a.2. Special Quantity Subareas
Discussion and possible action on allocation overage.  A producer in 
SQS #2 water use was 17.28 inches in 2022 and 11.53 inches in 
2023.  The 2-year total would be 28.81 inches for the 3-year rolling 
allocation.  

The committee discussed the option of deducting the 6-inch penalty and 
the consequences.  A motion at the December Board Meeting increased 
the allocation to 30 inches over 3 years. The Committee felt that if this 
producer is allowed to go to 30 inches, a requirement for soil moisture 
sensors is required and, if possible, work with the local extension on 
irrigation management.  Staff will also investigate if the flow meter is 
working correctly and visit the producer.  

Staff conducted an informational meeting for producers about the 
SQS#2 area at Humphrey.  Jesse Korus presented information from the 
study conducted by his students. NRD staff presented current rules for 
this area and water level information.  There were about 20 individuals 
and 1 Committee member in attendance.  
Some of the comments from the meeting: 

• Consider allowing banking of water not used, instead of a 
rolling allocation.  A set amount would be given yearly.  

• 4 year allocation instead of 3 years to allow 2 corn and 2 
soybean years.

• Cost-share on variable rate irrigation systems. 
• Domestic well users should understand the issues when living in 

a rural area.  
• Assist in drilling domestic wells deeper.  
• All areas of the district should have meters and allocations. 
• NRD data is biased when showing certain water level 

information.  
6.C.3.a.3. Phase Area Update for Schuyler-Richland Management 

Area
Received a flow meter invoice from Nathan Oelrich which is eligible 
for a $1,000 NRD cost-share through the WSF grant.

Attached is an updated boundary and proposed rules and regulations for 
the proposed Phase 4 management area.  The map shows nitrate results 
and the area that has uranium contamination over the MCL drinking 
water limit.  One of the rules would require a producer's best 
management agreement.  A draft of this agreement is attached for 
review. Staff recommends that the Committee considers approving the 
proposed boundary and rules, so information can be distributed to the 
public.  



A public informational meeting is planned for Thursday, February 
22nd, starting at 5 pm.   The plan is to have tables and displays setup for 
people to visit with presentations at 6 pm.
Tentative Agenda for this meeting: 

• Variable Rate Nitrogen Application
• Soybean Physiology and PH soils
• Proposed Phase 4 Boundaries and Rules
• Cost-share and Field Demonstrations Opportunities
• Question and Concerns from Public 

Attached is a soil sample received with 2023 nitrogen reports.  How 
should this be handled in Water Quality management areas?

Staff will be participating in a "test your well" event on February 18th 
at Schuyler High School during a Pancake Feed. (Flyer Attached)

6.C.3.a.4. Cost Share Programs

6.C.3.a.4.A. Conservation Practices Discussion
Committee members would like some discussion on the following 
practices. 

• Updating irrigation nozzles that are over 10 years old.  At 
the meeting in Humphrey, Bruno from Platte County 
Extension showed some demonstration fields where you 
could see dry strips in the field and then, after replacing 
them, increase the profitability of the field.  

• Used pivots to replace gravity irrigation in the corners of the 
field.  

• Reverse Osmosis (RO) Units Cost-share.  NDEE has been 
offering cost-share for RO Units for nitrate water over 10 
ppm.  Some of the issues are getting the information out to 
the public that do not have registered wells and the initial 
cost of the unit and continuing maintenance. 

• An idea was brought forward was to provide bottled water 
at a least expensive cost from a company that handles 
bottled water. 

• NRD staff is planning on conducting an extensive water 
sampling project within areas that have shown higher nitrate 
results from NRD water sampling.  Four Corners Health 
Department out of York has reached out to help in getting 
this information out to the public.  Other health departments 
could also assist in this effort.  An example of a door hanger 
is attached for individuals that might not be home.  

• Giddings Soil Sampling Rig to assist in spot checks on 
fields and analysis of nitrate leaching.  Attached is a 
picture.  

• Other thoughts?



6.C.3.a.4.B. Flow Meter Maintenance Program
TRI CITY Meter was just in the process of starting the second week 
of January.  They will get started when the fields are accessible.  

The agreement is attached and ready for signatures.
6.C.3.a.5. LPNNRD Operator Certification

One of the requirements of the LPN Groundwater Rules and 
Regulations is that all producers that irrigate or apply nitrogen are 
required every 4 years to attend a NRD Operator Certification class. 
 
Classes being held in 2024:
January 16 - Fremont Extension Office - done
February 1 - ENREEC Mead
February 8 - Lindsay Village Hall
February 16- Ag Park Columbus
February 22 - David City Butler County Event Center
March 14- ENREEC Mead

6.C.3.a.6. Groundwater Management Plan
Staff and Jovan have reviewed the contract with LRE with signatures 
still needed. 
During the interview process, a comment was given that the Water 
Committee should have some basic discussion on changes to the plan. 
Groundwater Quality:
        Current Trigger Levels: 

• Phase I - 0 to 8 PPM
• Phase II - 8 to 10 PPM
• Phase III - 10 to 15 PPM
• Phase IV - Greater than 15 PPM
1. Number of wells that need to be sampled
2. Utilizing domestic wells for implementing regulations
3. Where do health regulations get implemented?
4. Other considerations

Groundwater Quantity:
        Current Trigger Levels: 

• Unconfined Aquifer 
o Level Two - 10% drop in saturated thickness
o Level Three - 15% drop in saturated thickness

• Is 100 foot saturated thickness the same as 15 feet when 
considering declines?

• Confined Aquifer 
o Level Two - 7% drop in  potentiometic-aquifer thickness
o Level Three - 10% drop in potentiometic-aquifer 

thickness
• Should in-season pumping be considered in NRD regulations?
• Water use information.
• Stakeholder Group



The committee gave staff some direction on what changes should be 
considered.  

6.C.4. GROUND WATER PROGRAMS

6.C.4.a. DECOMMISSIONED WELL PROGRAM

6.C.4.a.1. Well Estimates

# new wells has been reviewed and approved for decommissioning 
since the last Committee meeting.

6.C.4.a.2. Plugged Wells

# wells have been plugged, reviewed, and ready for cost share payment 
approval this month.

 
6.C.4.b. LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD GROUND WATER STUDIES

6.C.4.b.1. Geological Interpretation Information
Staff had a request from a Committee Member to gather information for an 
UTV to collect geological information.  Staff received some information 
from Jared of AGF about doing 80 acres or 25 miles.

Jared.'s response:  

As long as there are not many obstacles and an UTV can drive over the 
area that is a one-day job.  Depending on the crews location it could be a 

 Well Owner Type of Well Cost Share Estimate County 

    

    

    

 Well Owner Type of Well Cost Share Estimate County 

    

    

    



bit less or a bit more.  You still need to be aware of powerlines and fences 
and other metallic objects as the towed systems area also impacted.

The best way I represent the technologies is the AEM is a township 
mapping tool, and the pulled systems are section mapping tools.

The Wallaby is out of service and Collier has switched to the tTEM, which 
is a good thing.

We have access to two systems that we can run and have all the software 
if you want to try it before going down that road.  We are very happy with 
the system. It can only see ~ 60 meters (depends how much clay rich till).

It boils down to labor and skilled operator and processors.

Jared D. Abraham, MS, PG, PGP
Aqua Geo Frameworks, LLC
10848 Ridge Rd.
Fort Laramie, WY 82212
jabraham@aquageoframeworks.com
(303)-905-6240
www.aquageoframeworks.com

 
6.C.4.b.2. Eastern Nebraska Water Resources Assessment (ENWRA)

Annual dues are attached for $30,000.
6.C.4.b.3. Conference Reports

Attached is a report from Daryl and Will (mostly Will).
6.C.5. SURFACE WATER PROGRAMS

6.C.6. OTHER

6.C.6.a. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

6.D. Projects Committee - Action as Required

6.D.1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6.D.2. SWCP

6.D.2.a. SWCP Payments
One project NRCS certified for SWCP reimbursement:
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4MARK KASPAR  $                     10,996.77 TOT/WASCB TO

6.D.3. JOINT WATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY BOARD (JWMAB)
A JWMAB meeting occurred on January 18th at 10:00 am at Fremont Council 

mailto:jabraham@aquageoframeworks.com
http://www.aquageoframeworks.com/


Chambers.  The agenda, project summary including financial, and a copy of the 
presentation is attached.
Also, from Tom Smith, Dodge County Emergency Manager

Afternoon, at last week’s Joint Water Management Advisory Board meeting, I 
mentioned the National Weather Service webpage for ice jam risk.  The page contains 
multiple tabs including risk indicator, river levels, snowpack, temperature outlook, and 
river cameras.  It is very convenient to have all this information in one location.
This page is updated at least weekly, Wednesdays, this time of year;
https://www.weather.gov/oax/icejamrisk
This is public information.  Please feel free to share.

We will push out some social media posts regarding this.
6.D.3.a. Rawhide Creek Watershed - NRCS WFPO

JEO recently submitted 90% draft documents to NRCS.  NRD staff have not 
had a chance to review them yet.  A meeting with NRCS is set for February 
8th to provide comments to the documents.
JEO is proposing to survey four properties on the west side of the Cutoff 
Ditch with concerns of negative consequences if the road raise 
happens.  There is a map attached showing these properties.  JEO did not 
proposed to survey any other properties (properties to the North) because 
they are not showing an adverse impact when looking at flood inundation 
elevations upstream of Cutoff Ditch.  Meaning post project, they do not 
show a rise in water elevations from existing.  We are working with Dodge 
County as this effort may take additional funds if we wish to do it at this 
time and we have been asked to contact the four homeowners for permission 
to survey.  Typically elevations and refinement like this is conducted during 
the Design and Permitting phase.  Committee direction is requested.

6.D.4. SHELL CREEK WATERSHED

6.D.4.a. Shell Creek Implementation - 319 & NET
On 1/23 SCWIG met at Columbus FO, agenda attached.  Discussion held 
over: 

• Project status 
o Shell Creek south bench
o OWT 
o Bos projects
o Wolfe Jetty

• September Shell Creek Project showcase
• Outreach: mailings/brochures

6.D.4.b. Shell Creek onsite wastewater upgrade applications
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6.D.5. SKULL & BONE WATERSHED
NRCS is planning to be at the LPNNRD office at 10:30 am on Tuesday, 
February 27th for the Skull & Bone PIFR kickoff meeting.  They suggested 
inviting interested partners.

6.D.6. WAHOO CREEK WATERSHED

6.D.6.a. Dam Site Planning Update

6.D.6.a.1. Design - Olsson
Attached are this month's progress report and invoice 484643: 
$23,004.23.  

6.D.6.a.2. Real Estate - Olsson & Great Plains Appraisal
Danielle Allen will be available to update committee on easement 
acquisition status.
We are still awaiting USACE approval of language within our form of 
easement for mitigation areas.
We need to define precedence for future negotiations that have 
impacted cost-share work, eg terrace/tile outlet systems.
The likelihood of earthwork/construction activity to begin during 



growing season is less likely now, do we "allow" farming within 
easement areas this (2024) year?
Olsson invoice attached for $9,232.53

6.D.6.a.3. Funding - NRCS WFPO & NeDNR JEDI

6.D.6.b. Water Quality - NWQI & 319
Staff are working on updating the NDEE 319 Watershed Management Plan 
and a Project Implementation Plan (work plan) for funding.  Meetings are 
also ongoing with NRCS to better define NWQI assistance needed from the 
NRD and funding to request from 319.

6.D.7. LOWER PLATTE RIVER COORIDOR ALLIANCE
Matt Moser will be present to discuss a potential trend analysis for Platte River 
water quality.  Attachement is from November LPRCA meeting.

6.D.8. MORSE BLUFF LEVEE
It appears that Dan Melanson will be leading the project.  Here is a recent email 
from Dan along with 11/11/2023 meeting minutes attached.  We will keep the 
committee updated regarding upcoming meetings and progress. 
Another meeting date/time is in the works to continue our initiative to secure 
resources and funding to rebuild the Morse Bluff levee.  From this last meeting and 
previous, many ideas have surfaced in order to accomplish this, and the team agrees 
more focused and active engagement is necessary. 

With the recent activity around the rescheduled January meeting, I’ve included Ryan 
Sabatka and Senator Bruce Bostelman in this email communication for 
awareness.  Also, as we solidify participants for the next meeting and follow-up action 
items, we can formalize communication distribution lists for the primary team as well 
as community updates.   

We appreciate everyone’s time and support as we continue forward.
6.D.9. HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE

6.D.10. OTHER

7. Additional Action Items

8. Approval of Bills Pending

9. Consent Agenda Adoption

10. Comments from Directors/Guests

11. Meeting Establishment/Adjournment
 
NOTE: The agenda is on file at the LPNNRD office and may be changed up to 24 
hours prior to the meeting as scheduled. 



Conservation 
Update
Report to LPNNRD Manager 
February, 2024

District Conservationist: Bryan Shupe 
David City: District Secretary - Kim Piitz 
Resource Conservationist - Ben Barlean 
Soil Conservationist - VACANT

Fremont: District Secretary - Jessica Marty 
Resource Conservationist - Mike Boardman 
Soil Conservationist - Ryan Jenkins 
Contract Technician - Ashley Keeler

Schuyler: District Secretary - Kris Miller 
Res. Conservationist - Jenna Kampschnieder 
Soil Conservationist - VACANT

Columbus: District Secretary - Jeri Rosno 
Resource Conservationist - Chelsea Czarnick 
Natural Resrouces Spec. - Nathan Kush

Wahoo: District Secretary - Marla Milliken 
District Conservationist - Bryan Shupe 
Resource Conservationist - Peyton Harsin
Soil Conservationist - Don Treptow
Natural Resource Spec. - Pearl Smith-Mayar 
Civil Engineering Technician - Josh Charles 
Pheasants Forever Biologist - Elli Sanders
NRD Technician - Adam Brockman
Area Easement Specialist - Patrick Lantis
Urban Conservationist - Brach Johnson
Wetland Data Specialist (CTR) - Mindy Clark
ACES Contract - Mitch Keebler
Soil Conservationist Technician  - VACANT

Lower Platte North NRCS • Febuary 2024USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Thank You Partners and Producers
Your contributions and partnership are second to none and you are essential to our mission: 

Helping People Help the Land

Staffing
In David City, Ben Barlean is returning from parental 
leave this week. Don Treptow has done a great job filling 
in for Ben, and will be returning to Wahoo full-time next 
week . This will give Ben time to transition back to the 
office. Unfortunately we were not able to hire a Natural 
Resources Specialist in David City, but we will be 
conducting interviews with new candidates this week. We 
will also be conducting an interview for a Soil 
Conservationist Technician position in David City this 
week. Vacancies throughout the NRD will continue to be 
advertised on USAJOBS.GOV in April.

Workload
Each of the offices continue to assess and rank Federal 
applications for financial assistance. We are hoping to 
have most of our money allocated by the end of April. 
There have been challenges with the software to assess 
and plan applications, but staff are working through it to 
the best of their ability. Engineering Field Tool (EFT) 
training was conducted in Norfolk on Febuary 5 - 7. 
Chelsea Czarnick, Nathan Kush, and Jenna Kampschneider 
attended. EFT is software NRCS uses to design Terraces, 
Tile, and Grassed Waterways.

Lincoln Conferences
I attended a quarterly line officer meeting in Lincoln on 
January 23. We talked about the Great Plains Grassland 
Inititiave technique of treating cedar and other seed 
bearing trees from areas of low concentration to areas 
of higher concentration to be the most effective. We 
briefly talked about the 28 Climate Smart Commodity 
grants that are located throughout the state. These are 
federal funds granted to private industry to apply 
conservation practices. We also talked about a new 
system to request assistance for cultural resource 
reviews and a new system to record interactions with 
new, potential customers. On January 24, I attended 
the NARD conference in Lincoln and attended various 
sessions on Water Quality and Conservation.

NWQI
I was able to meet with Mark Walkenhorst, Jami Thoene, 
and Renee Hancock about the road survey of the Wahoo 
Creek National Water Quality Initiative. Maps and GIS 
data that were developed from the inventory will now be 
stored locally and can be utilized to potentially focus our 
outreach efforts in the watershed. Additionally, I recieved 
educational materials that were developed for the 
previous Wahoo Creek NWQI Project.

bryan.shupe
Cross-Out



 

Manager’s Report – February 12,  2024 

 

- December begins our Winter LPNNRD board meeting schedule so our meetings, today through April, 

will be held at 1:30 pm.  As approved prior, we have the option to declare up to six meetings per year as 

“Zoom” or “Remote” meetings at the discretion of our board Chair.  If declared, all directors attending 

these declared meetings will have the opportunity to enter into discussion and vote on all topics. 

- Staff continues to work with Nebraska NRCS on the rehabilitation of our Cottonwood Creek site 21-A 

structure through the PL-566 Watershed program.  We have met several times this past month with both 

NRCS and Olsson as we proceed through the pre-construction process.  Land rights meetings for the 

first three sites with landowners are moving forward and we look to have them completed in the near 

future.  We are also waiting to get final approval from USACE on easement language with hopes of 

hearing from them soon as well.  We will continue to update both committees and board as we proceed 

through this process. 

- Management continues to work with DNR Dam Safety and the Nebraska DOT regarding the new 

highway 77/92 intersection north of our office.  This portion of the highway is part of our Wanahoo 

Dam and it continues East and North around the old motel by the airport.  Through the planning process 

multiple utility lines and services have been identified as concerns and need to be taken care of at the 

time of construction.  Heimann and I met with DOT and Dam Safety last week and have received 

DOT’s final decision they are not to include mitigation of these utilities which they determine to be 

“Unimpacted” by their construction in their contracted work.  DOT has agreed however to include the 

needed mitigation work to be included as a change order with their contract allowing construction items 

and quantities to be included in their bid rates.  I have also contacted utility owners informing them of 

DOT’s decision and will be meeting with them to review mitigation designs and their specific 

responsibilities. 

- Our office received notification from FEMA regarding their final closeout of our disaster repair project 

below Wanahoo.  This project included both the downstream repairs and the stilling basin structural 

repairs.  Payment of nearly $2.4 million is expected in the next month or so. 

- With the loss of Bret Schomer as our Wanahoo Recreation Area Supervisor, we have moved Kaitlyn 

Fehlhafer from her position as O&M technician into the Wanahoo Recreation Area supervisor.  This 

decision allowed Kaitlyn to work for several weeks with Bret giving her good experience on park 

operations and allowing her a couple months to prepare for the upcoming camping season. 

- The NARD Legislative conference was held January 22-23rd.  This conference is always a great 

opportunity to meet with our State Legislators, other NRD staff/directors and discuss current topics 

affecting NRD’s across the state.  During this year’s conference I was made aware of the Governor’s 

plan, with LB 1412, to sweep money from the JEDI funds in an attempt to provide property tax relief.  

After multiple meetings with Senator Bostelman, discussion with DNR Director Tom Riley and 

Governor Pillan’s remarks to Director Hilger, I am confident our JEDI funding will remain as 

contracted for our entire $19.66 million.  On January 30h I also testified on LPNNRD’s behalf to the 

State Legislature’s Appropriations Committee expressing our concerns over the bill as it is written and 

our belief this issue is an unintended consequence of the bill and should be easily remedied. 

 

- Have a great month!        

 -Eric Gottschalk – General Manager, Lower Platte North NRD 

-  



LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD MINUTES 
BOARD MEETING 
January 8, 2024 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Lower Platte North NRD Board of Directors was called to order at 1:30 
p.m. at the Lower Platte North NRD Office, Wahoo NE on Monday, January 8, 2024. 
 
1. NOTICE OF MEETING 
The agenda and supporting documents are available on the district’s website – www.lpnnrd.org. A copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Law has been posted on the NRD’s website.  
 
The advanced notice of our January 8, 2024, board meeting was posted on the Lower Platte North NRD 
website and posted in the Wahoo Newspaper on December 29, 2023. 
 
Chair Thompson informed those present that a copy of the “Open Meetings Act” is posted for public 
viewing. Chair Thompson declared this meeting as a “virtual meeting” so any director on Zoom will be able 
to vote. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2. ROLL CALL - INTRODUCTIONS 
DIRECTORS PRESENT AND CONSTITUTING A QUORUM: 
Bailey (Zoom)    Birkel (Zoom)     Engel (Zoom) 
Goldsberry (Zoom)    Hilger (Zoom)    Johnson, Duane 
Johnson, Jerry    Lawrence (Zoom)   Meduna  
McKnight (Zoom)   Olson      Saalfeld (Zoom) 
Sabatka (Zoom)    Saeger (Zoom)    Seier (Zoom) 
Tonnies (Zoom)    Yosten (Zoom)    Thompson 
      
DIRECTORS ABSENT 
Kavan  
     
STAFF AND GUESTS: 
Gottschalk    Breunig     Chapman 
Heimann (Zoom)   Lausterer    Shupe 
ten Bensel (Zoom)   Abbott (Zoom)    Sabatka (Zoom) 
Schomer (Zoom)   Andersen (Zoom)   Pollard (Zoom) 
Havelka      Henke (Zoom)    Phillips (Zoom) 
Petersen (Zoom)   Darling (Zoom)    Barton (Zoom) 
Mandstead (Zoom)    
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
4. COMMENTS - ADVISORS/GUESTS/DIRECTORS 
a. Guest Comments 
Havelka addressed the Board about his concerns regarding the new office building. Manstedt spoke in favor 
of the potential new office building. 
 
b. NRCS Report 
Bryan Shupe reviewed his monthly report. 
 
c. NARD Report 

http://www.lpnnrd.org/
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Bob Hilger gave the NARD report. 
 
d. NRC Report - None 
 
e. Manager Report 
Manager Gottschalk gave his report. 
 
f. Education Program 
Stan Darling and Amber Barton reported on the FEVR Bike Trail through Dodge County and over Ditch #8. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Meduna, made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve the minutes from the December 11, 2023, 
Board Meeting. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
6. REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
A. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
  
2. Meetings  

a. Pending 
 1. NARD Legislative Conference - Update Given 
 
b. Reports – None  
  

3. Management Items 
 a. Director Absences 

Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve the absence request from Duane Johnson 
for October Board Meeting. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
b. Water Leaders Academy 
Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve registration tuition of $3,000 for Director 
Tonnies to attend Water Leaders Academy 2024. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
c. Monthly Education Program – Update Given 
 
d. Bromm, Lindahl, Freeman-Caddy, Lausterer Retainer Agreement 
Meduna made the motion seconded by Sabatka, to authorize Chair Thompson to sign the retainer 
agreement with Bromm, Lindahl, Freeman-Caddy and Lausterer effective January 1, 2024 to January 
2025 as attached to the Executive Committee Minutes. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
e. 2024 Election Certification - Update Given 
 
f. New Office – Update Given 
 
g.  Tuition Reimbursement Payment – Update Given 
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h. Highway 77/92 & Highway 109 Intersection – Action in Operations Committee 
 
4. Equipment - None 

   
5. Personnel 

a. Personnel Changes – Update Given 
 
6. Finance 
 a. Approval of Financial Reports 

Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve the November Financial Statements as 
attached. Motion carried on consent agenda. 

 
b. Approval of Managers Expenses 
Meduna, made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve Manager Gottschalk’s time and expense 
sheets as attached to the Executive Committee Minutes. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
c. Accounts Over 90 Days - Update Given 
 

Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, that the January LPNNRD Executive Committee Minutes be 
received and placed on file. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
B. OPERATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
1. UNFINISHED BUSIINESS – None 
 
2. WILD NE AND OTHER PROGRAMS – Update Given 
 
3. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE & OTHER ITEMS 

a. Rehabilitation of Cottonwood 21-A – NRCS – Update Given 
 
b. Wanahoo Relief Well Cleaning – Update Given  

  
 c. Intersection Highway 77 and 109 Round-About  

Johnson, J., made the motion, seconded by Olson, to approve and authorize Chairman Thompson to sign 
the contract of $33,560 with JEO for the design and construction oversight of sealing/filtering and/or 
diaphragming utilities through the Wanahoo Dam and NDOT Round-About Highway Project. Motion 
carried. 

 
AYE:  Bailey, Birkel, Engel, Goldsberry, Hilger, Johnson D., Johnson J., Lawrence, Meduna, McKnight,  
   Olson, Saalfeld, Saeger, Seier, Tonnies 

 NAY:  Sabatka, Yosten, Thompson     
 
 d. Wanahoo Cat Paw Sediment Removal  

Saalfeld made the motion, seconded by Meduna, to approve the M.E. Collins quote of $90,200 to clean 
sediment from the cat paw basins on Wanahoo with a negotiated price of $1.00 buy-back price for all 
material. Motion carried all members present voting aye. 

 
 e. Vehicles Purchased – Update Given  
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4. ROCK AND JETTY 
Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to pay the City of North Bend $3,036.17 or one third of the 
total invoice for Platte River Levee maintenance work. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
5. LAKE WANAHOO 
 a. Lake Wanahoo Permit Sales - Update Given  
 
 b. Lake Wanahoo Camping Revenue – Update Given  
 
 c. Clint Johannes Education Building Rentals – Update Given 
 
6. INFORMATION & EDUCATION 

a. Information 
1. Radio and Digital Ads – Update Given 
 
2. Analytics – Update Given 
 

 b. Education – Update Given 
  1. Past Events - Update Given 
 
  2. Future Events – Update Given 

 
8. RURAL WATER SYSTEMS 

a. Colon – Update Given 
 
b. Bruno – Update Given 
 
c. Other - None 
 

Meduna, made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, that the January LPNNRD Operations Committee Minutes 
be received and placed on file. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
C. WATER COMMITTEE REPORT 
1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2. REGULATORY 
 a. GROUNDWATER MANGEMENT AREA 
  1. Well Permit Program – Update Given 

 a.  Well Permit Request – Update Given  
 
2. Groundwater Management Plan  
Birkel made the motion, seconded by McKnight, to negotiate a contract with LRE to update the 
Groundwater Management Plan, with a contract not to exceed $54,000. Motion carried all members 
present voting aye. 
 
3. Special Quantity Subareas – Update Given 
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4. Cost-Share Programs – Update Given 

 
  5.  LPNNRD Operator Certification – Update Given 
 
  6.  Lower Platte River Basin Water Management Plan Coalition (LPRBC) – Update Given 
 
  7.  Richland – Schuyler Phase 3 Area – Update Given 
     
3. GROUND WATER PROGRAMS 
  a. Decommissioned Well Program 
   1. Well Estimates – Update Given 
 
   2. Plugged Wells 

Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve the cost-share payment of $1,122.29 
to the Osantowski Brothers for the abandonment of 1 irrigation well. Motion carried on consent 
agenda. 

 
  b. LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD GROUND WATER STUDIES  
   1. Phase Area 

Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve cost-share payment on four meters to 
Kracl Implement and Jerold Kracl totaling $4,000. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 

   2. January Water Committee Agenda Item – Update Given 
 
  c. New Monitoring Wells Equipment – Update Given 
 
4. SURFACE WATER PROGRAMS – Update Given 
 
5. OTHER 
  a. Comments from the Public – None 

 
Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, that the January LPNNRD Water Committee Minutes be 
received and placed on file. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
D. PROJECTS COMMITTEE REPORT 
1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – NONE 
 
2. JOINT WATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY BOARD 
 a. East Fremont/Elkhorn Township Drainage – FEMA HMPG 

Tonnies made the motion, seconded by Engel, to approve and authorize Chair Thompson to sign the 
interlocal agreement with City of Fremont and Dodge County for funding the Fremont East Drainage 
Project as attached to the Projects Committee Minutes. Motion carried all members present voting aye. 

 
 b. Rawhide Creek Watershed – NRCS WFPO – Update Given 

 
3. SHELL CREEK WATERSHEDS  
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 a. Shell Creek Implementation – 319 and NET – Update Given 

Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve $5,083.52 payment to Keith Runge for 
onsite wastewater treatment system upgrade in the Shell Creek Watershed. Motion carried on consent 
agenda. 

 
Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve a grazing system application totaling 
$26,565.91 from Tony Long for new well, solar pump, tanks, and cross fencing in the Shell Creek 
Watershed. Motion carried on consent agenda. 

 
4. WAHOO CREEK WATERSHED 
 a. Dam Site Planning Update – Update Given 
  1. Olsson Design Update and Invoice – Update Given 
 

2. Real Estate – Olsson and Great Plains Appraisal – Update Given 
 
3. Funding NRCS WFPO & NeDNR JEDI – Update Given 
 

 b. Water Quality – NWQI & 319 – Update Given 
 
5. MORSE BLUFF LEVEE – Update Given 
 
6. OTHER 
Olson made the motion, seconded by Saeger, to allocate $7,500 to the FEVR trail for bridge improvement 
over Ditch #8. Motion carried all members present voting aye. 
 
AYE:   Bailey, Birkel, Engel, Goldsberry, Hilger, Johnson D., Johnson J., Lawrence, Meduna, McKnight,  

  Olson, Saalfeld, Sabatka, Saeger, Seier, Tonnies, Thompson 
NAY:   Yosten     
 
Meduna, made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, that the January LPNNRD Projects Committee Minutes be 
received and placed on file. Motion carried on consent agenda. 
 
7. ADDITIONAL ACTION ITEMS – NONE 
 
8. BILLS TO BE APPROVED 
Sabatka the motion, seconded by Johnson, J., that all bills be approved, and warrants be drawn in payment 
of the same. Motion carried all members present voting aye. 
 
9. CONSENT AGENDA ADOPTION 
Meduna made the motion, seconded by Sabatka, to approve the January Consent Agenda. Motion carried all 
members present voting aye. 
 
10. COMMENTS FROM DIRECTORS/GUESTS  
 
11. MEETING ESTABLISHMENT AND ADJOURNMENT 
The February Board of Directors Meeting will be held on Monday, February 12, 2024, 1:30 p.m. Meeting 
adjourned at 3:27 p.m.  
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Discussion on all agenda items that have “Update Given” can be found in corresponding Committee 
Minutes.  
 
The undersigned, the duly elected and acting Secretary of the Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 
(the “District”), hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Meeting 
of the Board of Directors of the District held on January 8, 2023, that all of the matters and subjects 
discussed at the meeting were contained in the agenda for the meeting, kept continually current and readily 
available for public inspection at the principal office of the District during normal business hours, and except 
for items of emergency nature, the agenda was not altered later than twenty-four (24) hours before the 
scheduled commencement of the meeting; that at least one copy of all reproducible material discussed at 
the meeting was available at the meeting for examination and copying by members of the public; that the 
above minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to 
the next convened meeting, whichever occurred earlier; and, that reasonable efforts were made to provide 
all news media requesting notification of the meeting and of the time and place of said meeting and the 
subjects to be discussed at said meeting. 
 
 
 
              
Robert Meduna Jr., Secretary 
 



NRDs Washington DC Meeting, March 16-20, 2024 

Register before March 1 (no refunds after this date)  

Mail this registration form with payment to: NARD 8100 S. 15th St. Ste B Lincoln, NE 68512 

or register on-line NARD 2024 Washington DC Meeting | Nebraska's Natural Resources Districts (nrdnet.org) 
 

 District________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Name/Title  

$625 

Full Registration, Includes: 

Monday – Meetings, break services, 
lunch and group tour to Gettysburg 
National Military Park, Gettysburg, PA.  
Tour includes lunch at the hotel, charter 
bus transportation, guided tour ticket, 
and dinner.   
  

Tuesday – Meetings, break services and 
lunch.   

Wednesday – Nebraska Breakfast and 
meetings with Nebraska Delegation.    

$490 

Meeting’s only 
Registration, Includes: 

Monday – Meetings, 
break services, lunch. 

Tuesday – Meetings, 
break services and lunch. 

Wednesday – Nebraska 
Breakfast and meetings 
with Nebraska Delegation.    

$220 

Extra ticket for Mon, 
March 18th.  Group 

tour to Gettysburg 
National Military Park, 
Gettysburg, PA.  Tour 
includes lunch at the 
hotel, charter bus 
transportation, guided 
tour ticket, and dinner.   

S
u
b
to

ta
ls

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 Total payment submitted    

 

https://www.nrdnet.org/events/03-16-2024/nard-2024-washington-dc-meeting


8100 S 15th ST 

Suite B 

Lincoln, NE  68512 

www.nrdnet.org 

nard@nrdnet.org 

(402) 471-7670 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To:  NRD Managers and NARD Board of Directors  
From:  NARD Staff  
Date  January 17, 2024 
Re:  Washington DC Meeting 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Make plans now to attend the NRDs Annual Washington DC meeting, March 16-20, 2024 
 

Deadline for Hotel Reservations – February 15, 2024 
*Please note that you will be making reservations and paying for your own rooms this year.   

The hotel rooms will no longer be billed directly to NARD. 
 
Embassy Suites Hotel Washington D.C. Convention Center – 900 10th St. NW, Washington DC, 20001.  We have 
a group rate of $334 for single/double occupancy.   Enjoy the complimentary, full cooked-to-order breakfast 
each morning in the Finn & Porter restaurant and start your evenings with the nightly Manager’s Reception.   
 

Make your reservations by calling 1-800-774-1500 and ask for the NARD Annual Meeting block.  

 

Registration Options – March 1 - DEADLINE, no refunds after this date.  

Full Registration ($625) Includes: 

• Monday – Meetings, break services, lunch and group tour to Gettysburg National Military Park, Gettysburg, PA.  Tour 

includes lunch at the hotel, charter bus transportation, guided tour ticket, social and dinner.   
• Tuesday – Meetings, break services and lunch.  

• Wednesday – Nebraska Breakfast, Senate Dirksen Building (SD): Room B48 / Dirksen Buffet Area, 
followed by meetings with Nebraska Delegation.  (Breakfast on your own at the Embassy Suites, or hot 
and cold breakfast items are available for purchase in the Southside Buffet located in the Dirksen 
building.  The building will open at 7:30 a.m.) 

Meeting’s only Registration ($490) Includes: 

• Monday – Meetings, break services and lunch. 

• Tuesday – Meetings, break services and lunch. 

• Wednesday – Nebraska Breakfast, Senate Dirksen Building (SD): Room B48 / Dirksen Buffet Area, 
followed by meetings with Nebraska Delegation.  (Breakfast on your own at the Embassy Suites, or 
hot and cold breakfast items are available for purchase in the Southside Buffet located in the 
Dirksen building.  The building will open at 7:30 a.m.) 

 

Guest tour ticket ($220) includes:  
             Monday group tour to Gettysburg National Military Park, Gettysburg, PA.  The tour includes lunch at 

            the hotel, charter bus transportation, guided tour ticket, social and dinner.   

Use the enclosed form to register or register on line NARD 2024 Washington DC Meeting | Nebraska's Natural 

Resources Districts (nrdnet.org) 

mailto:nard@nrdnet.org
mailto:nard@nrdnet.org
https://www.nrdnet.org/events/03-16-2024/nard-2024-washington-dc-meeting
https://www.nrdnet.org/events/03-16-2024/nard-2024-washington-dc-meeting
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Outline and tentative Agenda for the Washington DC Meeting, March 16 – 20, 2024  

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE  

March 16-17, Travel days.  Enjoy seeing the monuments and museums on your own. 
 

Monday, March 18th 
8:30 a.m.              Meetings at Embassy Suites Hotel - Washington DC Convention Center,  

900 10th St. NW. 

11:30 Grab and Go boxed lunch. Board bus for group tour to Gettysburg National Military  
Park.  

1:45 – 2:45 p.m.          Gettysburg Museum & Visitor Center.  Video and time on your own.  

2:45 – 5:30         Board bus for guided tour of Gettysburg National Military Park.  

6:00                                  Social followed by dinner (location to be determined).  

8:30                                   Arrive back at the Embassy Suites hotel.    

Tuesday, March 19th    
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.        Meetings at Embassy Suites - Washington D.C. Convention Center 

Wednesday, March 20th    
6:30 a.m.                             Breakfast on your own at the Embassy Suites.   

7:30                                      Nebraska Breakfast, Senate Dirksen Building (SD): Room B48 / Dirksen Buffet Area.  

Every Wednesday morning while both the Senate and House of Representatives are in session, Nebraskans 
visiting Washington, D.C. are invited to meet with the Nebraska Delegation.  If you choose, hot and cold 
breakfast items are available for purchase in the Southside Buffet located in the Dirksen building.  Guests are 
encouraged to arrive by 7:30 a.m.   

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.       Meetings with the Nebraska Congressional Delegation, Capital Visitor Center  
 

Some Tentative Agenda items we’re working on, and speakers invited: 
• Welcome to DC -- Kris Polly and Dale Nellor, Water Strategies 
• Agriculture issues of concern -- American Farm Bureau Federation, National Cattlemen’s Beef 

Association, and the National Corn Growers Association 
• Updates from the agribusiness organizations - Corteva, National Fertilizer Institute 
• Climate Smart Initiatives 
• Farm Bill and conservation program discussions – NACD, NRCS and other federal agencies 
• Water infrastructure initiatives and financing  
• Flood Control Programs 
• Water Resources Development  
• Water Quality programs and initiatives 
• Fish & wildlife programs 
• Watershed programs 



 2024 Director Absences 
* Approved Absence

January February March April May June
Kavan

July August September October November December



 2023 Director Absences 
* Approved Absence

January February March April May June
Saalfeld* Saalfeld Olson Bailey ^ Engel Meduna

Saeger * Birkel Johnson, D. Sabatka
Seier Seier ^ Kavan Saeger

Meduna
Sabatka

July August September October November December
Meduna* Bailey Johnson, D. Bailey Johnson, D. Goldsberry
McKnight ~* Birkel Meduna Johnson, D. Kavan
Tonnies Engel McKnight # Kavan Lawrence
Yosten Kavan Olson Olson # Thompson

Yosten Yosten

^     Bailey and Seier were attending Shell Creek Group Tour
~    McKnight attending GMDA Meeting
#   Participated via Zoom

































 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 
To:  LPNNRD Directors 
From:  Jill Breunig 
Date:  December 22, 2023 
Subject:  2024 Election Certification 
 
It is time to start thinking about the 2024 election. Listed below are the candidates and 
sub-district they represent which are elected next year. 
 
All incumbents must file by February 15, 2024. 
All other candidates must file by March 1, 2024. 
 
Attached is the current form which must be filed with the Secretary of State by the 
above date. You can hand deliver or mail. If mailed we highly suggest you check the 
Secretary of States website to confirm delivery. Each of you are responsible for your 
own form. 
 
Nebraska Secretary of State 
Attn: Elections Division 
PO Box 94608 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
Phone - 402-471-2555  
 
Sub-District     Name  

1    Kelly Thompson – 4 Year  
2    Bill Saeger – 4 Year  
2    John Goldsberry – 2 Year 
3    Andrew Tonnies – 4 Year 
4    Matt Bailey – 4 Year 
5    David Lawrence – 4 Year 
6    Robert Hilger – 4 Year 
7    Ryan Sabatka – 4 Year 
8    Alex Kavan– 4 Year  
9    Robert Meduna Jr. – 4 Year 
 
 

 





Salary 50,000.00$   

Hourly Rate 24.04$           

Annual Leave Balance 54.00 54.00

Sick Leave Balance 76.00           

   Non-paid Hours 360              

      Balance -               

Total Compensated Hours 54.00

Hours X Rate 1,298.08$   

Deductions

Retirement 414(h)

Taxes

Supplemental

Franzen Pay Out - 2/12/24



Salary 68,282.00$   

Hourly Rate 32.83$           

Annual Leave Balance 190.00 190.00

Banked Hours 35.25           35.25           

Sick Leave Balance 707.50        

   Non-paid Hours 360              

      Balance 347.50         

Total Compensated Hours 572.75

Hours X Rate 18,802.17$ 

Deductions

Retirement 414(h)

Taxes

Supplemental

Schomer Pay Out - 2/12/24



   

  
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Statements and Accountant’s Compilation Report 
 

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 
 

December 31, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

ACCOUNTANT’S COMPILATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
The Board of Directors 
Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 
Wahoo, Nebraska 

 

Management is responsible for the accompanying financial statements of the Lower Platte North Natural 
Resources District, which comprise the Statements of Net Position as of December 31, 2023, and the 
related Statements of Activities for the month and six months then ended in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  We have performed a compilation 
engagement in accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services 
promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services Committee of the AICPA.  We did not audit or review 
the financial statements, nor were we required to perform any procedures to verify the accuracy or the 
completeness of the information provided by management.  We do not express an opinion, a conclusion, 
nor provide any form of assurance on these financial statements.    

Management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures and statements of cash flows required 
by accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. If the omitted disclosures were 
included in the financial statements, they might influence the user’s conclusions about the Organization’s 
financial position, results of operations, and cash flows. Accordingly, the financial statements are not 
designed for those who are not informed about such matters. 

The accompanying Statements of Activities – Actual vs. Budget are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements.  Such information is the responsibility 
of management.  The supplemental information, except the budget information, was subject to our 
compilation engagement.  We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and do not 
express an opinion, a conclusion, nor provide any assurance on such information.  The budget information 
presented in the Actual vs. Budget is of a nonaccounting nature and has not been subjected to our 
compilation engagement. 

We are not independent with respect to the Lower Platte North Natural Resources District. 

 
 
 
 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
February 5, 2024 
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Lower Platte North NRD
Supplemental Schedule - Actual vs. Budget - Capital Expenses and Debt Service Payments

YYear To Date Year Ending $ Difference Percentage
12/31/2023 6/30/2024 Annual Budget Annual Budget

Actual Budget

Capital Improvements - Real Property

Wahoo Creek Design RCPP (Olsson-WFPO/JEDI Const & Land Rights 89,420.68 2,000,000.00 (1,910,579.32) 0.00%

Wahoo Creek Planning - FYRA - Watershed Plan 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00%

Wahoo Creek 7 Additional Dams 222,750.54 123,900.00 98,850.54 0.00%

Office Remodel/New Office Drawings 189,747.50 500,000.00 (310,252.50) 0.00%

Cottonwood 21A 79,578.01 100,000.00 (20,421.99) 0.00%

Wanahoo Stilling Basin Concrete Overlay 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00%

Wanahoo Fish Cleaning Station/Road Paving 0.00 80,000.00 (80,000.00) 0.00%

Wanahoo Marina/General Store 0.00 90,000.00 (90,000.00) 0.00%

District Wide Flood Reduction Sinking Fund 0.00 400,000.00 (400,000.00) 0.00%

JWMAB Sinking Fund 0.00 440,000.00 (440,000.00) 100.00%

TTotal Capital Improvements - Real Property 581,496.73 3,733,900.00 (3,152,403.27) 15.57%

Capital Outlay
Machinery & Equipment (Tractor JD 6155 w/duals, Mini Excavator, 9,750.00 288,000.00 (278,250.00) 0.00%

Batwing 15' Shredder, Trailer)
Auto and Trucks (1 Ton Truck, Replacement Vehicle) 56,084.00 93,000.00 (36,916.00) 0.00%

Computer Equipment (server) 9,372.00 11,000.00 (1,628.00) 0.00%

Phoenix Data Base 8,635.00 20,000.00 (11,365.00) 0.00%

Flow Meter/UNL chemigation Project 0.00 31,700.00 (31,700.00) 0.00%

Monitoring Well Equipment (In-Situ) 89,877.00 95,000.00 (5,123.00) 0.00%

Other Capital Outlay - Equipment 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00%

TTotal Capital Outlay 173,718.00 538,700.00 (364,982.00) 0.00%

Debt Service Payments
Colon RW Note 3,355.00 3,355.00 0.00 100.00%

TTotal Debt Service Payments 3,355.00 3,355.00 0.00 100.00%

Grand Total All Expenses w/o Depreciation 2,323,348.75 8,763,960.00 (6,440,611.25) 26.51%

See Accountant's Compilation Report Page 22



Lower Platte North Natural Resources District
Accounts Receivable Aging Summary as of 12/31/23

Accounts Receivable acct 105000
Customer Invoice/Purpose Current 0-30 Days 31-60 Days 61 and Over Totals
Bruno/David City RW Customers Multiple 4399.47 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,399.47
Colon RW Customers Multiple 6430.69 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,430.69
DEE 319 Funds Bill Bos Payroll 1636.28 1657.81 1582.46 6,652.78 11,529.33

Sell Creek Septic - Reed - Miller - Brabec 0.00 8,420.05 0.00 7,377.71 15,797.76
Department of Natural Resources FYRA - Wahoo Creek WS Plan/EA & WSF 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,168.00 3,168.00

Hydrological Study - Baumert-Oehlrich-Novak-LRE Water-Schmid-Stevenson-Stevenso 2,400.00 12,874.95 0.00 4,723.28 19,998.23
FEMA FYRA - Lake Wanahoo Stilling Basin 0.00 0.00 0.00 288,157.64 288,157.64

Valley Corp - Stilling Basin Rehab 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,261,963.55 1,261,963.55
General Excavating - Wanahoo Stilling Basin Rehab 0.00 0.00 0.00 13,923.75 13,923.75
ME Collins - Wanahoo Stilling Basin Rehab 0.00 0.00 0.00 407,470.91 407,470.91
Rezac Seed - Stilling Basin Rehab 0.00 0.00 0.00 225.09 225.09
Bobcat of Omaha - 428 Funds 0.00 0.00 0.00 95,136.79 95,136.79
O&M - Ty's Outdoor Power 0.00 0.00 0.00 864.48 864.48
TelePole Prunner - Ty's Outdoor Power 0.00 0.00 0.00 605.62 605.62
Elway Power Sports of Lincoln 0.00 0.00 0.00 17,822.29 17,822.29
Platte Valley Equipment - 428 Funds - Mower 0.00 0.00 0.00 23,146.84 23,146.84
UBT Visa - 428 Funds (captial outlay small items) 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,037.83 1,037.83
428 Fema Funds - Anderson Ford Lincoln 50,475.60 0.00 0.00 0.00 50,475.60

JEDI Olsson - Wahoo Creek WS & 7 Dam Sites Phase II 4,803.54 0.00 11,614.66 54,850.25 71,268.45
Olsson - Wahoo Creek WS - 3 Dam Sites 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,511.68 6,511.68
Olsson - Wahoo Creek Real Estate Services 0.00 16,794.81 1,619.88 8,809.34 27,224.03
Houston Engineering - Wahoo Creek WS Planning 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,358.75 2,358.75
Great Plains Appraisal Co - Wahoo Creek Appraisals 0.00 23,100.00 52,300.00 0.00 75,400.00

NDEE Shell Creek 319 - Rivalry 0.00 0.00 0.00 294.33 294.33
NET Shell Creek NET - Travel Stipend - Miller (65)/Seier (65)/Newman Grove Pub Schools ( 0.00 0.00 0.00 208.93 208.93

Shell Creek Testing Supplies - Forestry Suppliers 0.00 0.00 0.00 267.80 267.80
Shell Creek - UBT Visa (April-957.50/July-550/Aug-998.84) 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,506.34 2,506.34
Forestry Suppliers - Sampling Supplies 0.00 0.00 0.00 154.40 154.40
UBT Visa - Shell Creek WS Plan 0.00 0.00 0.00 186.95 186.95
SWCS Registration - Chapman & Stipend - Moomey 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,390.00 1,390.00
Shell Creek NET - Bos Payroll 0.00 0.00 0.00 8,310.59 8,310.59
Solar Well Upgrade - Siefken, Saalfeld 0.00 0.00 0.00 28,446.19 28,446.19
Shell Creek NET - Rivalry 0.00 0.00 0.00 294.33 294.33
Shell Creek NET - Grade Stabilization Structure - Sprunk 0.00 0.00 18,333.45 0.00 18,333.45

NRCS Federal Cottonwood 21A - HDR Engineering 18,831.28 37,389.04 20,676.09 2,681.60 79,578.01
NRCS WFPO Olsson Assoc - Wahoo Creek WS & Dam Sites Phase II 7,529.29 0.00 12,598.65 0.00 20,127.94
NRD Saalfeld-Birkel-Anderson 950.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 950.00
Water Sustainability Fund LRE Water 0.00 0.00 4,112.63 1,980.75 6,093.38

97,456.15 100,236.66 122,837.82 2,251,528.79 2,572,059.42















NRD Drill Problems – Rosendahl Seed & Feed

1. Drive pin doesn’t stay engaged. Must go in to replace the drive as it is in the hub 
drive unit.

2. Front no-till coulters are all worn down. Will need new blades, bearings & 
probably new arms. 14 coulters on drill.

3. Disk openers, bearings and arm need replaced. At the same time the seed tubes 
need replaced, they are cracking. There are 28 openers.

4. Gauge wheels are bad, the rubber is old. Need new wheels, bearings, and 
possible brackets if bearing won’t hold.

5. Need new tire & rim on one side. The other side was replaced a couple of years 
ago.

6. One seed box needs a new lid or just hinges if it will close properly.
7. Drive chains have never been replaced, if replaces, all sprockets must be also.
8. Stan states, “just too many problems for us to do labor to make it better, have put 

a lot of time into it already. It’s not worth their time to keep fixing it. He suggests 
taking it to Benes Service for an estimate and possibly have it fix from front to 
back or purchase a new drill”.

Stan Rosendahl







Financials for Federal Disaster Projects (FEMA)

Clear Creek Fuse Plug National Guard Camp PW 348/Project # 102130

Repair Cost + Engineering $117,133.33
FEMA 75% received $  87,850.00 – Rec. 8/14/20
Lower Platte South NRD 50% local cost, received $  14,641.66 – Rec. 9/29/20
NEW INCOME:
FEMA additional 15% $  17,570.00
NEMA additional 5% $    5,856.67
CBDG 5% $    5,856.67

LPN will reimburse LPS NRD a percentage of what is not received.

Rawhide Ditch 8 PW 9/Project # 91134
Repair cost + Engineering + others $299,692.47
FEMA 75% received $224,769.35 - Rec. 2/09/21
NEW INCOME:
FEMA additional 15% $   44,953.87 – Rec. 3/10/22
NEMA additional 5% $   14,984.62 – Rec. 3/10/22
CBDG 5% $   14,984.62

Wanahoo Breakwater PW 10/Project #91127
Repair cost $   47,739.36
FEMA 75% received $   35,804.52 – Rec. 11/18/19
NEW INCOME:
FEMA additional 15% $     7,160.90 – Rec. 3/18/22
NEMA additional 5% $     2,386.97
CBDG 5% $     2,386.97

Wanahoo Stilling Basin & Apron Floor PW 283/Project # 104291
 
Stilling Basin repair cost + Engineering $ 1,932,736.67
Apron Floor repair cost + Engineering $    696,452.37
Total Cost $ 2,629,189.04
NEW INCOME
FEMA 90% $ 2,366,270.14
NEMA  5% $    131,459.45
CBDG  5% $    131,459.45



















Proposed Phase 4 Management Area

Created January 2024 by LPNNRD
NAD 1983 StatePlane Nebraska FIPS 2600 (US Feet)
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Phase 4 Uranium*

Phase 3

Sections

City Boundaries

Year Above 15.01 Samples > 15.01 Avg

2019 20 47 43% 14.1

2020 29 58 50% 16.7

2023 48 80 60% 17.4

Nitrate samples in proposed phase 4 area

*Average uranium concentration in 4 sections is 40.7 ppb (6 samples).



Notice to Proceed: 
 

The Lower Platte North Natural Resources District (District) is proceeding to implement a Phase 4 
Water Quality Management Area within the Schuyler-Richland Phase 3 Water Quality Management 
Area.  A public informational meeting will be held February 22 to present the information and receive 
suggestions from the public.  The Board will be following the rules and regulations outlined in the 
District Groundwater Rules and Regulations (June 15, 2018).  A hearing will be conducted with 
implementation of the Phase 4 rules starting November 1, 2024.   
 
The following describe the details of the Rules and Regulations being proposed: 
 
Section I    Groundwater Quality Management Area - Phase Four 

 
Rule 1    Phase Four Criteria 
When levels of nitrate-nitrogen exceed 15.01 parts per million, or levels of other human induced non-point 
source contaminants exceed 100% of the MCL or LHAL, a Phase Four area will be declared.  Within the same 
aquifer; boundary setting for Phase Four Areas will be initiated when: water quality analytical results within a 
minimum 9 square mile area are at identified trigger levels for a minimum of 2 sampling events.  The area must 
contain a minimum of 10 registered wells and contaminant trigger levels must be exceeded in over 50% of the 
wells. When irrigation wells are not available, other wells may be used. Initial investigation by the District will be 
to determine if the contamination is a result of point-source or non-point source pollution. If non-point source 
pollution is found to be the reason, more intensive investigation for boundary setting will ensue. If a Wellhead 
Protection Area should be established due to non-point source pollution, the District may set boundaries that are 
less than 9 square miles.  After the establishment of a Phase Four Area, if non-point source contamination levels 
should decline, two consecutive sampling events below the trigger levels are needed before the Area could be 
placed in Phase Three, Phase Two or Phase One. 

• The criteria for the boundary have been met as shown by attached map, which 
includes sections with human induced non-point source contaminants exceeding 
100% of the MCL concentration of uranium. 

Rule 2    Continuation of Phase One, Two and Three Rules 
A continuation of Phase One Rules as defined in Section E, Rules 1-6, Section F, Rule 2, Phase Two Rules as 
defined in Section G, Rules 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10 and 11, Phase Three Rules as defined in Section H, Rule 4. 

• A 2-step reporting process for Phase 4 reports with March 15th for soil samples and 
District nitrogen recommendations with a December 15th deadline for reporting 
actual yields and nitrogen applications.   

Rule 3    Fertilizer Application On All Soils 
Split application of commercial nitrogen fertilizer is required with 80 pounds maximum applied before May 1. 

• Encouraging split applications and utilizing the manure credit.   

 

 



Rule 4    Nitrogen Recommendations 
Nitrogen applications must not exceed District Recommendations. Application data may be required to verify 
the amount of nitrogen that is applied to the field(s) within the management area. 

• The District will utilize the nitrogen recommendation formula that has been used 
since the management area was established.  Emphasis will be given on correct soil 
sampling protocols and realistic yield expectations when calculating nitrogen 
recommendations.    

Rule 5    Well Metering 
Flow meters are required on all high capacity wells.    

• All high capacity irrigation wells of 50 gallons per minute (GPM) or greater will 
require a properly installed District approved flow meter.   

Rule 6    Acre-Inch Allocations 
A rolling acre-inch allocation, in 3-year increments, will be put into place by the District and will be based on the 
aquifer subarea, crop planted, irrigation distribution system, percent decline of the aquifer, water use of the 
aquifer, climatic conditions, net corn crop requirements, and discretionary factors. 

• The District will collect 3 years of water use information from all of the producers 
within the Phase 4 area and then consider if an allocation should be implemented.    

Rule 7    Staff Assistance 
NRD Staff will work directly with individuals on Best Management Practices. Staff may spot check fields before 
May 1 by collecting a soil sample to monitor Rule 3. 

• Staff will work with producers to implement a Nutrient/Irrigation Agreement.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schuyler-Richland Phase 4 Best Management Agreement 

  

 THIS AGREEMENT is made this __ ___day of _____________, 2024, by and between the 

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District, a political subdivision of the State of Nebraska (hereafter 

referred to as "NRD"), and producer ___________________________________. 

 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of the agreement is to implement practices that could potentially curb 

the leaching of nitrates into the groundwater from practices that have been shown in certain situations to 

reduce nitrate leaching. The NRD is requesting the producer to implement at least one best management 

practice that has not already been implemented in the producer’s field. A 3-year period starting period for 

implementation will begin with the date of the producer signature.  (Documentation required) 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, the parties agree 

to one or more of the following practices: 

 

1. ________ Split Application of nitrogen more than 2 times 

2. ________ Variable Application of Nitrogen by analysis  
 

3. ________Variable Rate of Irrigation 
 

4. ________Cover Crops 
 

5. ________Soil Moisture Sensors for Irrigation Management 
 

6. ________Yield Goal Reduction 
 

7. ________Grid Soil Sampling 
 

8. ________Gravity to Pivot/SDI Conversion 
 

9. ________Updating Irrigation Nozzles 
 

10. ________Applying the Manure Credit for 3 years 
 
11. ________Tissue Sampling for Nitrogen 

 
12. ________Other Practice _____________________________________________________ 

  

  

 

LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD, a   Producer Signature 

Nebraska Political Subdivision         

         

By: __________________________________  By: ___________________________________ 

              

       Date _________________________________  

 



Test Your Well
Schuyler FFA Members Water Testing Event

Event sponsored by                                                                                and Schuyler FFA Chapter

Schuyler FFA Members will test samples and provide  
nitrate level results free of charge.

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District staff will be  
available for additional information on testing water.

All results are confidential. 

Sunday, February 18
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Schuyler Central High School during
the FFA Pancake Feed

At least 2 cups of well water.
Collected within 24 hours in a clean,
sealed container.
Keep water cool before testing.
If you have a water treatment system,
please bring a sample before and  
after treatment. 

Proper Water CollectionStudies have shown 
long-term exposure of 
high levels in nitrates in 
conjunction with 
other contaminants 
in drinking water 
increase the risk for 
serious health issues  
at any age.





 





 

FLOW METER MAINTENANCE SERVICE AGREEMENT  

  

 THIS AGREEMENT is made this _____day of February, 2024, by and between the Lower 

Platte North Natural Resources District, a political subdivision of the State of Nebraska (hereafter referred 

to as "NRD"), and TRI CITY Meters, Inc., a Nebraska Corporation, doing business at 210 E. Front Street, 

P.O. Box 126, Alda, Nebraska 68810 (hereafter referred to as "TRI CITY"); 

 

 WHEREAS, the NRD issued requests for proposals pursuant to the request attached hereto as 

Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference, from area flow meter companies, irrigation system 

dealers, well drillers, and pump installers to establish a flow meter maintenance program within the 

LPNNRD District; and  

 

 WHEREAS, it is believed that there are approximately 1,000 registered wells throughout the 

LPNNRD including its Special Quantity Subareas (SQS) that have a District Approved Flow meter 

installed as Exhibit “C” and incorporated herein by reference, and the NRD plans for each of the installed 

flow meters on active wells to be inspected at least once every four (4) years to ensure that the meters are 

working properly; and  

 

 WHEREAS, NRD has authority under the Nebraska Groundwater Management Act and pursuant 

to its groundwater management rules and regulations to implement the aforementioned flow meter 

maintenance program; and  

 

 WHEREAS, TRI CITY presently owns and operates a flow meter maintenance program in 

Eastern Nebraska and did submit its proposal to the NRD on or before October 27, 2023 as attached 

hereto as Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein by reference; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the NRD’s flow meter maintenance program will run from March 1, 2024 to March 

1, 2028 (weather dependent) requiring performance of TRI CITY services on no fewer than 25% of the 

total number of flow meters installed throughout the LPNNRD District per year between the Dates of 

November 1st and March 1st as shown in Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein by reference; and  

 

 WHEREAS, NRD is willing to pay to TRI CITY $80.00 flat fee per MECHANICAL METER 

site and $95.00 flat fee per ELECTRONIC METER site for flow meter inspection services pursuant to its 

proposal in Exhibit A and subject to the express terms and conditions of this Agreement as stated in 

Exhibit B “Request for Proposals Flow Meter Maintenance Program Lower Platte North NRD; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, the parties agree 

to the following: 

 

1. TRI CITY’s Performance. TRI CITY Meters, Inc. agrees to perform the following 

activities as an independent contractor for the NRD:  

 

a. Evaluation of each water meter’s current operating condition; 

 

b. Compliance with minimum installation requirements;  

 

c. Lubrication of bearings and replacement of mounting gaskets;  

 

d. A digital photograph of the meter register; 



 

e. A digital photograph of the meter installation;  
 

f. Participate in and provide training for its employees to perform the tasks described 

above, as deemed necessary by the NRD;  

 

g. Provide electronic or paper report to the NRD for each meter site inspected and/or  

serviced pursuant to the NRD provided “Checklist for inspection of Propeller and 

Electronic Flow Meter” stipulated in Exhibit A, including but not limited to; date of 

inspection, well registration number, legal description of meter site, confirmation that 

meter is on approved NRD list, brand, model, serial number, current flow meter 

reading and units of measurement, operating condition of each flow meter, 

compliance with installation recommendations, and inspection sheet for each flow 

meter site;   

 

h. Provide an itemized monthly or quarterly invoice and inspection sheet for services 

provided represented by a flat fee of $80 or $95 for each site visited (which said fee 

includes travel and labor costs) as well as a cost breakdown for each site where any 

equipment is repaired or replaced as stipulated in “Contractor Inspection Schedule” 

and “Contractor Billing” in Exhibit A; 

 

i. Flow meters still under warranty and needing repair are not eligible for equipment 

replace cost in the NRD meter maintenance program and if meter needs to be sent 

back to the manufacturer, the landowner or tenant will be responsible for all costs; 

 

j. Cost of parts to repair mechanical flow meters is 100% responsibility of the 

landowner or person(s) for the District approved flow meter. The NRD will 

coordinate with TRI CITY and producer to repair the flow meter. TRI CITY will bill 

the producer for parts and labor with the NRD responsible for collecting non-

payment from individuals. 

 

k. TRI CITY will replace batteries on all magnetic flow meters at least once every four 

years and bill the landowner or person(s) 100% for this battery replacement who is 

responsible for the District approved flow meter. The NRD will coordinate with TRI 

CITY and producer for battery replacement with NRD will be responsible for 

collecting non-payment from individuals. 

 

l. Attached a security tag and cable around serviced flow meters and piping system for 

each site inspected to ensure that the flow meter is not tampered or removed.   The 

tag and cable, however, should not prevent the operator from reading the face of the 

register; and  

 

m. Provide proof of a $2,000,000 per occurrence commercial liability insurance each 

year naming the NRD as an additional insured; and  

 

n. Hold the NRD and their agents and employees harmless from all suits, claims, 

actions, or proceedings, and to the extent permissible by law from and against the 

following; (1) all damages or liability of any character, including costs and attorney 

fees, to the extent caused by any negligent act, error or omission of TRI CITY or any 

person or organization for whom TRI CITY may be responsible, and arising out of 

the performance of services under this Agreement; and (2) all liability, damage, 



demands, and costs sought by any local, state, or federal agency from which TRI 

CITY may be responsible, arising out of or in connection with the services 

contemplated herein. 

 

2. NRD’s Performance.  The NRD agrees to perform the following activities pursuant to 

this Agreement:  

 

a.   Send written notification to landowners advising them of the flow meter maintenance  

      program and inspections to be conducted under a general time-frame;  

 

b.  Give TRI CITY the approximate location of each meter to be serviced;  

 

c.   Provide TRI CITY with the crimping tools with the necessary inscription; and   

 

d.  To make timely payment to TRI CITY following submission of a satisfactory report                                                                         

and itemized invoice, as described above.  

 

e.  The NRD will be responsible for non-payment of an invoice. 

 

3.  Mutual Agreement.  It is mutually agreed that the pricing for TRI CITY’s inspections and 

services are properly delineated within the proposal attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.   

 

4. Representations and Warranties of TRI CITY. TRI CITY makes the following 

representations and warranties: 

 

a. That it is a duly organized and validly existing corporation which is authorized to do 

business in the State of Nebraska; 

 

b. That its duly empowered officers have authorized the execution and delivery of this 

Agreement, as well as any other documents deemed necessary to effectuate the 

purposes contemplated herein; 

 

c. That its execution of this Agreement and all documents associated therewith will not 

constitute a breach of any articles of incorporation, bylaws, contract, regulation or 

ruling by which it is bound; and  

 

d. That there are no known pending or threatened actions against the TRI CITY at law 

or in equity before any federal, state, county, municipal or other government court, 

department, commission, board, bureau, agency or instrumentality, wherein an 

adverse judgment, assessment or liability would have a material adverse effect on this 

Agreement or the services described herein.   

 

 5. Representations and Warranties by NRD. NRD represents and warrants the following: 

 

a. That it is a political subdivision under the laws of the State of Nebraska, as defined in 

the Nebraska Revised Statutes, as amended; 

 

b. That the execution of this Agreement and any other documents related thereto has 

been duly authorized by the NRD’s board of directors; and  

 



c. That it will execute and deliver all documents deemed necessary to complete this 

transaction. 

 

6. Remedies of the Parties. If either party fails to timely and fully perform its obligations 

hereunder, the parties agree that the other party shall be entitled to utilize all remedies 

available to such party at law or in equity. In any action or proceeding relating to this 

Agreement, the successful party shall be entitled to receive reasonable attorney fees and 

costs, as permitted by law. 

 

7. Effect of Agreement. This Agreement shall be binding upon the parties hereto, their 

successors and assigns. 

 

8.  Assignment.  TRI CITY may not assign and/or transfer any and/or all of this Agreement 

or its rights or obligations contained herein without the prior written consent of the NRD.  

This Agreement shall extend to and be binding upon the heirs, administrators, 

representatives and permitted assigns of the parties hereto.   

 

9. Governing Law and Venue. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed under 

the laws of the State of Nebraska with disputes related hereto to be raised in the District 

Court of Saunders County, Nebraska.   

 

10.  Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which 

shall be in an original, but all of which shall be deemed to constitute one instrument. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the day and year 

first shown above. 

 

LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD, a   TRI CITY METER, INC., a Nebraska Corp,  

Nebraska Political Subdivision         

         

By: __________________________________  By: ___________________________________ 

       Chairperson             Mark Vanosdall, President  

 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA  ) 

     ) ss 

COUNTY OF ___________  ) 

 

 On this _____ day of September, 2024, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the 

State of Nebraska, personally appeared Mark Vanosdall, President of TRI CITY Meters, Inc., a Nebraska 

Corporation, to me personally known, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that this instrument was duly 

executed on behalf of the corporation, by authority of its board of directors and officers, passed by 

resolution, and acknowledged the execution of the instrument to be his voluntary act and deed and the 

voluntary act and deed of the corporation; by it voluntarily executed. 

                

 

      ____________________________________________ 

      Notary Public  
 

 

 



 

Exhibit A 
Flow Meter Maintenance Service Agreement 

The Lower Platte North NRD (LPNNRD) is requesting proposals from the area flow meter 
companies, irrigation system dealers, well drillers, and pump installers to complete flow meter 
maintenance throughout the whole LPNNRD District including the two allocated Special 
Quantity Subareas (SQS #1 & SQS #2). There are approximately 1,000 registered wells within 
the district that have a district approved flow meter installed with more being added yearly.  
The plan is to inspect each of the installed flow meters once every four years and perform any 
required maintenance to make sure the meters are in proper working order. The scope of work 
for each maintenance year shall be completed between the dates of November 1st – March 1st 
(weather dependent). The scope of work to be completed is listed below: 
 

• The hired contractor will have a flat fee for each site visited. This will include travel 

and labor cost of the contractor to visit the sites.  

• The contractor must also give a detailed report on maintenance and the inspection 

performed at each flow meter site.  

• If any meter maintenance is required, the contractor shall perform that work and bill 

the LPNNRD for the labor associated with the work. The landowner is to be billed 

for any parts that are required for each site. The bill shall breakdown the cost for each 

site where any equipment is repaired or replaced.  

• LPNNRD prefers the following added features for all propeller flow meters: 

o Over-run bearing (or extra bearing) for smother operation and to extend life 

of the meter. 

o Canopy cover to protect meter. 

• The hired contractor will replace batteries on all magnetic and digital read flow 

meters at least once every four years. The landowner, who will be billed by the 

contractor, will be responsible for 100% of the battery replacement. 

• Included in this letter is a list of the LPNNRD District approved Mechanical flow 

meters that are installed throughout the LPNNRD. New electronic read meters will be 

installed only on an extreme case-to-case basis. Currently there are approximately 85 

battery powered meters.  

• If interested in placing a bid or would like further details on the Flow Meter 

Maintenance Program, please contact the Lower Platte North NRD by October 25, 

2023, at 402-443-4675. 

• This will be a 4-year contract and expire in 2028 with the selected firm needing 

liability insurance for any damages. 
 

If no further information is needed, please submit bid proposals to the Lower Platte North NRD by  

3 pm on October 27, 2023.  These will be reviewed by the Water Committee on November 1, 2023 

at 6 pm and the contract will be awarded at the November 2023 Board meeting. The LPNNRD has 

the right to reject all bids. Thank you.  
 

Daryl Andersen       Noah Franzen 

Water Resources Manager     Water Resources Specialist 
 

 



Exhibit B 

 
Flat Fee for each MECHANICAL METER site visited, including travel and labor cost:  $80.00 per site 
 
Flat Fee for each ELECTRONIC METER site visited that requires a battery change: $95.00 per site.   
(NRD Tech will be able to confirm when battery was replaced when he/she shows up on site, without 
breaking the seal of the meter.) 
 
Meter Covers:  $25.00 each 
 
Senninger Batteries:  $21.00 ea.  (2 required per meter) 
 
SeaMetrics Batteries:  $105.00 (one per meter) 
 
Additional cost for the Electronic meters is to cover additional labor, additional parts, seals, dry packs, 
used in the battery replacement process.  Batteries to be supplied by NRD, or NRD to reimburse TCM for 
price of batteries in addition to the labor bid above.  (Battery cost is NOT included in our bid.) 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
Mark Vanosdall 
President 
Tri City Meters, Inc. 
 
Ph: 308-379-2013 
Cell: 308-379-9989 
 

 

Exhibit C 

Lower Platte North NRD Mechanical Meter Approval List 

 

Manufacturer  Model  Notes  

McCrometer  McPropeller  All Propeller Models 

Sparling  Propeller saddle meter  Model 312 propeller meter  

ARAD Group  Saddle Water meter  Meter for irrigation applications  

Geyser  Saddle meter  All propeller models for 

Farmland Irrigation  

 



ENWRA 
PO Box 83581  
Lincoln, NE 68501-3581 

INVOICE 

INVOICE: #3080 
Date: January 26, 2024 

TO: 
Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 
PO Box 126  
Wahoo, NE 68066 
Attn: Daryl Andersen  

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

FY 2024 ENWRA annual dues $30,000 

TOTAL $30,000 

Make all checks payable to: ENWRA 

THANK YOU!

EMAIL ONLY



GMDA Winter Conference – Nashville, TN 

 

 Last week Daryl, Dave Saalfeld, Joe Birkel and I were in Nashville at the GMDA Conference. 

Overall, it was a good conference with speakers from across Tennessee mainly. A number of 

presentations were about the Memphis or Sparta aquifer. This is a rather large aquifer with some areas 

stretching to 3000’ thick. This aquifer provides west Tennessee with most of its drinking water. There is 

some concern over new industry (Ford) moving into the area. The Ford plant is expected to be a large 

water user, in an area that is almost solely dependent on groundwater. Quality concerns are also being 

brought forward by local groups interested in protecting the aquifer. A proposed oil pipeline running 

through a well field prompted the group to take action. This group said, “Informing the community is 

critical to water for the future.” I thought this was a great quote for us here at LPNNRD.  

 There were some interesting presentations about the rehabilitation of streams and wetlands in 

Tennessee. Much of west Tennessee was worked over in the early 1900s to allow more room for people 

and agriculture. Many streams were channelized and rerouted, this caused a myriad of problems over 

the years including flooding, low flows in other streams, and less recharge into the aquifer. Tennessee 

has been working on several projects to return streams to more natural flow patterns and to begin 

recharging the aquifer.    

 The Army Corp of Engineers gave a presentation on the Mississippi river and how they continue 

to use innovative techniques to keep the channel open. The majority of U.S. agriculture relies on the 

river to transport goods around the globe. The Corp seems to be quite busy with levee repairs and 

placing of new weirs, some of the equipment they have is very impressive.  Mississippi River Basin 

handles 41% of all the US. drainage.   

 A couple of conservation bills in Washington HR4902 and S2250 have some incentives for 

conservation easement payments and IRS credits.  These bills could be part of the farm bill that the 

GMDA group is watching.  

One thing I’ve taken away from a few GMDA conferences is how lucky we are to be in Nebraska 

where we are ahead of the curve comparatively to other states!  Dr Waldron from University of Memphis 

commented “Do not take the aquifer for granted”. 

 



Nebraska Water Leaders Academy – Lincoln, NE

The first session of the Water Leaders Academy was held January 18th and 19th down in Lincoln. We 
went through introductions and our strength assessments we filled out prior to the sessions to start. It is 
interesting diving into the details of the strength assessment. 

Other sessions included tips on how to communicate scientific information, how to reach people who 
may not know about the issues we have, and strategies to communicate with the public and amongst 
ourselves. We also had a talk on the Nebraska Legislature and a history of water law. I personally 
enjoyed the Nebraska geology and the climate talks. Lots of information to share and still learn, but a 
great first session and I appreciate the opportunity to be in the NWLA. 



Joint Water Management Advisory Board
January 18, 2024 - 10:00 A.M.

City of Fremont Council Chambers,
 400 E. Military Avenue, Fremont Nebraska

Agenda:

1. Meeting called to order – Bob Missel
2. Roll call.
3. Approval of the minutes from the November 22, 2022, meeting.
4. Project Updates 

a. East Fremont & Elkhorn Township Drainage Improvement Project – Tom 
Smith DCEM, Kevin Kruse JEO

b. Platte River Gauge Monitoring – Tom Smith DCEM
c. Dodge County Residential Construction-Tom Smith DCEM
d. North Bend Cutoff Ditch – Tom Smith DCEM
e. Rawhide Creek Watershed Plan (USDA NRCS), Tom Smith DCEM, John 

Petersen JEO
f. West Fremont & Platte Township Building Resilient Infrastructure and 

Communities (BRIC) project-Tom Smith DCEM, Kevin Kruse JEO
g. Other projects/grants

5. Member updates
6. Public comments
7. Adjournment.

A meeting notice was posted at the Fremont Municipal Building, Dodge County Courthouse, and the 
Lower Platte North Natural Resources District Office in Wahoo on January 17, 2024, and was distributed 
to the governing partners of the advisory board. The official current copy of the agenda is available at 
Municipal Building, 400 East Military, office of the City Clerk. A copy of the Open Meeting Law is posted in 
the meeting room for review by the public.



1/17/2024
Sttatus

Project Description
Total Project 

Estimated Costs
Project Due

Service 
Contract 

Agreement

Local Cost Share** (collected at closeout of 
projects)

Mgmt Costs (5% of total 
project cost) Reimbursed to 

County to date

**CDBG-DR 
Application 
Submitted

 Dodge County $67,000.00, 

City of Fremont $66,500 

184,895.00$    LPNNRD $66,500 

 Dodge County $6,750.00 

LPNNRD $6,750.00  
City of Fremont $6,750.00 

 PMRNRD, $6,750.00

Property Owners pay local cost of their project

Dodge County  reimbursement of Management 
costs (JEO-$39,700.00)

North Bend Drainage-$25,000.00

Dodge County $100,000.
LPNNRD-$100,000. 

City of Fremont-$100,000.
 LPNNRD-$50,000 ($13,065.00) PAID 10/24/22

City of Fremont;$50,000-PD - ($13,065.00) 

Dodge County;$50,000-PD

Rod and Gun $12,380.00-PD($3,240.56) 

BEHIND SCHEDULE           
(6 Months)

NRCS-Rawhide Creek* create a 
watershed plan, identifying 

alternatives within the plan to 
mitigate flood risk.

$745,000.00 
Plan Finalized 

3/2024
Total  $   604,091.19 Total 604,091.19$     JEO-

$670,500.00 
None for this phase-plan development Not eligible

 LPNNRD-$20,000.00

City of Fremont;$20,000.00 

Dodge County;$22,500.00

1,672,783.09$   1,599,100.10$   

29,160.00$      

9,720.00$        

 JEO-
$63,600.00 

 Yost- 
$597,323.50 

 JEO Mgmt 
Costs-

$39,700.00 

 JEO-
$249,590.00 

 FYRA PH1-
$129.040.00 

 JEO-
$739,580.00 

Project Expenses 
Reimbursed TO 

COUNTY  to Date

Project Expenses to 
Date PAID BY DODGE 

COUNTY

Total  $   739,580.00 Total 

554,685.00$    

Total TotalComplete
$647,380 project 

cost overrun 
$42,435.56

CDBG-EM  Breach Lake (19EM-
005) repair damage from 2019 

and 2020, develop plan for 
maintenace and easement

FEMA HMPG-North Bend 
Drainage District*- establish 

east bank to mitigate flooding 
from west. 

$1,633,357.47 9/1/2024  $   149,998.67 Total 112,499.00$    

FEMA HMPG-Dodge County-
Residential Construction* 

purpose Homeowners have 
opportunity to mitigate home 

from flooding.

$511,382.00 9/1/2024 Total  $        1,500.00 Total -$                   

$38,880.00 

FEMA HMPG-Platte River 
Monitoring* Install cameras 

and guages along Platte River 
to improve situational 

awareness.

FEMA HMPG Advanced 
Assistance-Elkhorn Township 

(East Fremont) Drainage Study*  
improve drainage system from 

Fremont and within the Elkhorn 
Township

$800,000.00 7/19/2023

Complete

$7,487.50 (FYRA)
Yes, NOIA     up 
to $408,399.37

Not eligible

Flood Control-Hazard Mitigation Projects

$5,293.50(split)                    CoF 
$1,660.00             LPNNRD 

$2,042.00

Funding 
Received 

$184,895.00

$1,002.80 LPNNRD, 
reimbursed back to the 
LPNNRD from County

Funding 
Received 
$9,720.00

$13,449.81 
Yes, NOIA     up 
to $127,845.50

Total  $      38,880.00 Total

Total

Total 104,049.91$    NA Not eligible

*These are reimbursement grants

BRIC-Scoping Project-(West 
Fremont)* to develop project 

application to mitigate flooding 
in South West Fremont

$250,000.00 4/2025 Total  $   138,733.23 

 Currently awaiting payment for Cost 
Overrun, each entity was emailed an invoice 
8/2522, O&M-Easement secured by City of 

Fremont 

3 Alternatives                                                         
Total construction estimate $38,481,500.00                                                
Local Cost Share Estimate    $9,607,200.00                                        
Annual O&M Cost Estimate      $169,976.00  

 Alternative Cost development 

Status

 City of Fremont appication submission into 
FEMA Go under BRIC program for 

construction funding. Interloccal Agreement 
Signatures 

  LPNNRD O&M ongoing costs split among 
partners for USGS Cooperative  

  Coordination with Home owners 

 Awaiting PH2 Approval from FEMA; Grant 
Agreement Signature,                     FYRA PH II 

Signature 

ON SCHEDULE

CURRENTLY In 
CLOSEOUT

CLOSED 

ON SCHEDULE

ON SCHEDULE

CLOSED 



Rawhide WFPO 
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Background



Background



Alternatives



Alternatives



Alternatives - Costs

Project Total Cost Federal Local

Fremont Cutoff, Brush Creek Berm $5,104,700 $3,580,000 $1,524,700

Merlyn England Detention $18,922,700 $14,019,400 $4,903,300

Airport Detention $12,879,000 $8,367,900 $4,511,100

TOTALS $36,906,400 $25,967,300 $10,939,100

▪ Potential Water Sustainability Fund Grant:  60% of local share
‒ $6,563,400 WSF / $4,375,640 Local



Plan Status

▪ 90% Draft Nearly Complete

▪ 90% Review Meeting w/ Local NRCS:  February 8

▪ Remaining Steps to Complete Study:
‒ Submit to NWMC

‒ Respond to NWMC Comments

‒ Final Agency Scoping Meeting

‒ Programmatic Review (Final)

‒ Public Review Period



East Fremont/Elkhorn Township 

▪ Evaluation Phase is complete
‒ Digital versions of Phase1/2 have been submitted to County/City/NRD and 

NEMA

▪ Preferred Alternative includes channel, culvert and storm sewer 
improvements and detention pond construction ($~57 Million; 3.56 
BCR)

‒ Project has been prioritized by Governor’s Task force for advancement to FEMA 
BRIC project application

‒ Currently working on application submittal February 2024

‒ No timeline on response from NEMA/FEMA



West Fremont/Platte Township 

▪ Phase 1 of Evaluation is complete
‒ Identification and screening of alternatives

‒ Several options are viable

‒ Nonstructural mitigation selected as preferred alternative at this time

‒ Phase 2 is advancing to develop framework for nonstructural mitigation

‒ Other structural alternatives MAY be implemented as additional funding is 
identified

▪ Nonstructural Mitigation
‒ Educational outreach for risk communication

‒ Identify properties for acquisition/floodproofing

‒ Review of local flood management ordinances and update





Shell Creek Watershed Improvement Group (SCWIG) - Agenda
1/23/2024 - 10:00 am

Columbus NRCS Office

• Introductions

• Approval of 12/5/2023 Minutes (Gene’s minutes on back)

• Projects
o Completed:

▪ Keith Runge - Onsite wastewater upgrade – 12/2023
• Total $8,472.54 = 60/40 = $5,083.52/$3,389.02

▪ Randy Brabec - Onsite wastewater upgrade – 11/2023
• Total $5,443.01 = 60/40 = $3,256.81/$2,186.20

▪ Diane Miller – Onsite wastewater upgrade – 10/2023
• Total $8,590.40 = 60/40 = $8,5443.01/$5,154.24

▪ Tom Sprunk – Grade stabilization structure – 9/2023
• Total $24,444.60 = 75/25 = $18,333.45

o Approved (NRD):
▪ Tony Long – new well, solar pump, tanks, and cross fencing

• Estimate Total $35,000 = 75/25 = $26,565.91/$8,434.09
o Planned:

▪ Runge Project – grass waterway
▪ Road J Box Culvert
▪ Final Bend Project – bank protection (east of Schuyler)
▪ Solar well & Cross-fence project
▪ Grade stabilization on gully above pond
▪ 2 well decommissioning
▪ Schuyler Library Stowmwater Project

• Information/Education
o Brochure/flyer mailings (NRD staff will work on these):

▪ Ag BMP flyer mailing to all farmland owners
▪ Onsite Wastewater System maintenance and upgrade cost share flyer to all 

rural acreage owners
▪ Abandoned well and decommissioning cost share flyer mailed to all rural 

landowners
o Meeting or field day

▪ One agricultural
▪ One urban

o Rehabilitate 6 existing billboards and realtor signs (waiting on estimate from 
Cornhusker State Industries).

• Next Meeting



January 18, 2024

To: Shell Creek Watershed Improvement Group

Subject: Minutes of December 5, 2023 meeting
The meeting of the Shell Creek Watershed Improvement Group was opened by C0-cahair, 
Raymond Flood in the Columbus, NE NRCS conference room. Present: Ray, John Hanna, Sean 
Elliott, Drew ten Bensel, Matt Bailey, Bill Bos, Mark Seier, Carl Groteluschen, Katie Hickle, 
Derek Benson, Chelsea Czarnick, and Gene Wissenburg.

Minutes of the September 19 meeting were approved with the correction, NRD, not NRCS.
Reviewed the November 14 NRD meeting and student presentation at Newman Grove; next 
year’s presentation at Schuyler. Gene mentioned the Newman Grove FFA Ag Demo team 
qualifying for State with a demonstration of Nitrate testing. Katie H. addressed the NDEE 
sending out 29,000 Nitrate test kits, state wide.

Bill discussed several completed projects, and is trying to target the older approved septic system 
upgrades.  There are three new signups and about 15 septic system projects pending.  We may 
need to establish a cut-off date for completion.  On-going projects include the Runge waterway, 
Road J box culvert, final bend east of Schuyler, one more solar well and a cross-fence project.  
Bill presented a possible grade stabilization project on a gully above a pond, along with two 
wells set for de-commissioning.

Chelsea discussed NRCS and EQIP with 77 eligible applications for cover crops, nutrient 
management, irrigation conversion, solar wells, and composting manure.
Carl talked about the final bend project and bridge construction, with target date in the bridge in 
March or April.  Minelli is working on engineering for grade stabilization.
Sean and Matt addressed Schuyler’s urban rain garden project.  Kelly F. Katy P. and Ryan C. to 
help with design.

NRD staff are still planning three spring mailings: BMP’s, Septic System upgrades, and Well 
De-commissioning. Also planning meetings or field days; on Ag, one Urban.  NRD still working 
on upgrading signs in the watershed.
Carl mentioned Wolfe jetty on Platte River by Richland; washed out in 2019 flood.

John Hanna discussed steadily increasing nitrate levels in our ground water and using satellite 
imagery to time fertilizer NO3 applications and reduce amounts applied.  No action taken.
Next meeting set for January 16, 2024; adjourned at 11:46 am.
Gene Wissenburg, secretary



Name Project
Board
Approval

Estimate
Cost

Cost
Share

Approved
Cost Share expires

Board Payment
Approval

Actual Total
Cost

Final Cost
Share

Funds
Transfere
d

Notes
Keith Runge OWT Upgrade 9/13/2021 60/40 $4,800.00 1/8/2024 $8,472.54 $5,083.52
Randy Brabec OWT Upgrade 9/14/2020 60/40 12/11/2023 $5,443.01 $3,256.81
Diane Miller OWT Upgrade 6/13/2022 60/40 $6,500.00 11/13/2023 $8,590.40 $5,154.24
Tom Sprunk Grade Stabilization 5/8/2023 $19,144.00 75/25 $14,358.00 10/9/2023 $24,444.60 $18,333.45
Kyle Reed OWT Upgrade 8/14/2023 60/40 $7,500.00 6/30/2025 9/11/2023 $12,296.19 $7,377.71
Arden Saalfeld Solar well 5/8/2023 $23,877.00 75/25 $17,908.34 9/11/2023 $17,908.34 $11,593.25
Fred Siefken Solar well 5/8/2023 $27,929.29 75/25 $20,946.97 9/11/2023 $20,197.97 $15,947.84
Lee Hueschen OWT Upgrade 60/40 $4,800.00 11/14/2022 $9,464.29 $5,698.77
Earleen Potmesil OWT Upgrade 8/8/2022 60/40 $6,500.00 10/10/2022 $7,283.47 $4,370.08
Steven Bender OWT Upgrade 2/10/2022 $10,000.00 60/40 $6,000.00 10/10/2022 $12,235.73 $7,341.44
Tom Sprunk Grade Stabilization 5/9/2022 $45,262.50 75/25 $33,945.00 9/12/2022 $39,647.56 $29,735.67
Craig Nelson OWT Upgrade 2/10/2022 60/40 6/13/2022 $6,317.82
Tony Long Grazing System 1/8/2024 $35,000.00 75/25 $26,565.97
Jeff Klug OWT Upgrade 9/11/2023 60/40 $7,500.00
Roger Goedeken OWT Upgrade 8/14/2023 60/40 $7,200.00 6/30/2025
Terry Helmer OWT Upgrade 6/14/2021 60/40 $4,800.00
Mike Dvorak OWT Upgrade 5/10/2021 60/40 $4,800.00
Reece Klug OWT Upgrade 12/14/2020 60/40 $4,800.00
Kenneth Nelson OWT Upgrade 60/40 Craig Nelson?
Rick Loseke OWT Upgrade 60/40
Dean Sander OWT Upgrade 60/40 $7,000.00





For Work Compled During The Month Of : 

(through 12/30/23)

Project # 018-3423

Dam Site 26A, 26B, &27 Phase Current % Completed JTD % Completed

Project Phase Budget Earned/Billings This Month Earned/Billings Overall

010 - Project Management/Meetings 23,213$                  0.0% 14,067.55$             60.6%

020  - Geotechnical Engineering 224,493$                0.0% 226,775.48$           101.0%

030  - Dam Design 184,885$                0.0% 199,168.83$           107.7%

040  - Permitting 86,634$                  0.0% 60,884.18$             70.3%

050  - Survey and Legal Descriptions 11,142$                  0.0% 23,636.47$             212.1%

060  - Community/Public Participation -$                         -$                         

070 - Construction Services 171,962$                1,590.75$               0.9%

-$                         

3 Sites  Totals 702,329$                -$                         0.0% 526,123.26$           74.9%

Project # A18-3423 (separate invoice)

Sites 55, 66, 77, 82, 84, 85, &86 Phase Current % Completed JTD % Completed

Project Phase Totals Earned/Billings This Month Earned/Billings Overall

100 - Project Management/Meetings 60,813$                  0.0% 33,240.14$             54.7%

110  - Geotechnical Engineering 592,047$                7,436.43$               1.3% 581,152.77$           98.2%

120  - Dam Design 425,202$                14,544.38$             3.4% 414,375.73$           97.5%

130  - Permitting 244,810$                1,023.42$               0.4% 157,524.55$           64.3%

140  - Survey and Legal Descriptions 28,165$                  0.0% 33,529.76$             119.0%

150  - Community/Public Participation 30,000$                  0.0% 5,899.20$               19.7%

160  - Other -$                         -$                         

170- Construction Services 603,992$                -$                         0.0%

7 Sites  Totals 1,985,029$             23,004.23$             1.2% 1,225,722.15$        61.7%

Billings For Month 23,004.23$          

Total Billings To Date 1,751,845.41$        

Project Budget 2,687,358.00$        

Budget Remaining 935,512.59$           

-Finish NRCS comments and submit 90% for Site 66

-If approval from NRCS is given, schedule additional investition Site 55

Billings for Month Project Total Billings to Date

Progress Report for Wahoo Creek Watershed Dams Sites 

Lower Platte North NRD
December, 2023

Billings for Month Project Total Billings to Date

-Site 84, 85, 86 plans and specification updates and foundation drain updates

Summary Of Work Completed This Month

Sites 26A, 26B, & 27 Sites 55,66,77,82,84,85, & 86

-Received comments from State for Sites 26a and 27. Comments for 

-Completing redlines for Site 86 geotechnical report26b should be received soon.

-Mitigation Plan updates for Environmental

- Report review and updates for Site 86

-Site 55 additional investigation information for NRCS

and chimney drain discussions.

-SITES revisions

Planned Work For Next Month

Site 26A, 26B, & 27 Sites 55, 66, 77, 82, 84, 85, & 86

For questions regarding billings, please contact Andrew Phillips at (402) 440-8807  or aphillips@olsson.com

-Plan on responding to State's comments for 26b in February.

-Finalize 90 submittal for Sites 84, 85, and 86

-Once materials costs are received from manufacture for pipe at Site 77 and 

approach is finalzied with NRD, 60% updates will begin for Site 77

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

% Budget Spent Per Site

3 Sites Monthly Complete 3 Sites Project Complete

7 Sites Monthly Complete 7 Sites Project Complete



Invoice Total $23,004.23

Invoice

Ryan Chapman
Lower Platte North NRD
PO Box 126
Wahoo, NE  68066-0126

January 17, 2024
Invoice No: 484643

601 P St Suite 200
PO Box 84608
Lincoln, NE 68501-4608
Tel 402.474.6311, Fax 402.474.5063

Olsson Project # A18-34230 Lower Platte North NRD Wahoo Creek Watershed & 7 Dam Sites 
Phase II

Professional services rendered December 3, 2023 through December 30, 2023 for work completed in accordance with 
agreement.
          Phase 110 Geotechnical Engineering
 Labor

Hours Amount
Assistant Engineer 10.00 978.90
Principal 2.00 593.26
Project Professional 35.00 4,879.70
Assistant Professional 3.00 600.69
Administrative/Clerical 2.00 158.88

Totals 52.00 7,211.43
Total Labor 7,211.43

  Unit Billing
P-200 Sieve Test

5 Tests @ $45/Test 225.00
Total Units 225.00 225.00

          $7,436.43Total this Phase

  Phase 120 Dam Design
 Labor

Hours Amount
Assistant Professional 42.75 4,919.18
Designer 8.00 987.20
CAD Operator 140.00 8,638.00

Totals 190.75 14,544.38
Total Labor 14,544.38

             $14,544.38Total this Phase

  Phase 130 Permitting
 



Project 484643A18-34230 Lower Platte North NRD Wahoo Creek Water Invoice

Labor
Hours Amount

Principal 6.00 1,023.42
Totals 6.00 1,023.42
Total Labor 1,023.42

             $1,023.42Total this Phase

         $23,004.23AMOUNT DUE THIS INVOICE

Outstanding Invoices
Number Date Balance
482611 12/21/2023 12,332.83
Total 12,332.83

 

Authorized By: Andrew Phillips

Page 2



Invoice Total $9,232.53

Invoice

Ryan Chapman
Lower Platte North NRD
PO Box 126
Wahoo, NE  68066-0126

January 19, 2024
Invoice No: 485063

601 P St Suite 200
PO Box 84608
Lincoln, NE 68501-4608
Tel 402.474.6311, Fax 402.474.5063

Olsson Project # 023-00443 LPNNRD Wahoo Creek Watershed Flood Reduction Project Real 
Estate Services

Professional services rendered through December 30, 2023 for work completed in accordance with our Agreement dated 
February 17, 2023.
          Phase 100 Real Estate Acquisitions
 Labor

Hours Amount
Principal 38.00 8,735.82

Totals 38.00 8,735.82
Total Labor 8,735.82

 Reimbursable Expenses
Auto 108.67
Shipping and Delivery 388.04

Total Reimbursables 496.71 496.71

           $9,232.53Total this Phase

   Billing Limits Current Prior To-Date
Total Billings 9,232.53 27,938.33 37,170.86

Limit 210,000.00
Balance Remaining 172,829.14

     $9,232.53AMOUNT DUE THIS INVOICE

 Billings to Date
Current Prior Total

Labor 8,735.82 25,351.84 34,087.66
Expense 496.71 2,586.49 3,083.20
Totals 9,232.53 27,938.33 37,170.86

Email invoices to: rchapman@lpnnrd.org; selliott@lpnnrd.org and CC: jbreunig@lpnnrd.org

Authorized By: Danielle Allen



Trend Analysis on Continuous Water Quality in the Lower Platte River 
 

USGS Nebraska Water Science Center 

Matt Moser, Brenda Densmore, and Dave Rus  

 

In partnership with the Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance 

 

Introduction: 

With continuous water quality data being collected in cooperation with the Lower Platte River 

Corridor Alliance (LPRCA) over the past 15 years, datasets are now sufficient to begin looking 

for potential water quality trends that are occurring in the lower Platte River. These data sets 

can be examined using modeling techniques to account for wet and dry years or missing data 

and detect water quality trends or facilitate comparisons between sites to better understand how 

the water quality in the Lower Platte River has changed over the monitoring.  This short 

proposal describes the type of modeling that the USGS could complete in cooperation with the 

LPRCA to gain more information about the water quality of the Lower Platte River as 

represented by this monitoring data.  

 
The Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance has cooperated with the USGS Nebraska Water 
Science Center since 2007 to collect continuous water quality data at four stream locations 
strategically placed in the lower Platte River basin to target specific watersheds.  These 
include:     

• Platte River at Louisville has had seasonal collection of water temperature, 
specific conductance, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity since the fall of 2007. 
Beginning in 2012, continuous nitrate data were also collected seasonally.   
• Elkhorn River at Waterloo has had seasonal collection of water temperature, 
specific conductance, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity since the fall of 2007. 
Beginning in 2016, continuous nitrate data were also collected seasonally.   
•  Platte River at Leshara has had seasonal collection of water temperature, 
specific conductance, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, and nitrate since 2016.   
• Salt Creek near Ashland has had seasonal collection of water temperature, 
specific conductance, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity since the fall of 2007.  

  
The USGS has provided the Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance and the Natural Resources 
Districts (NRD with bi-yearly updates on the collected data with graphs, data summaries, and 
observations on how these continuous water quality variables were changing from year to 
year.  These continuous data sets have also supported other water management operations 
and studies in these streams by documenting current water quality conditions.    
The continuous water quality monitors can provide data for trend analysis over several years, 
river conditions, and multiple parameters.  Continuous water quality monitors provide the ability 
to look at short term fluctuations in the river that traditional sampling can miss, as well as data 
that can be collected and analyzed over a variety of flow conditions. Continuous data such as 
this, provide the ability to look at a more complete picture of river conditions.  
To date (2023), statistical analysis of the continuous water quality data being collected has not 
been completed to better understand how water temperature, specific conductance, dissolved 
oxygen, turbidity, and nitrate are changed seasonally, during wet and dry years, and year to 
year over the period of data collection.  Therefore, the full value of this continuous data record is 
not well understood.    



 

 

Objectives: 
The LPRCA and the USGS NEWSC are interested in completing statistical trend analysis on the 

continuous water quality data from the beginning of each record up to and including the 2023 

monitoring season to better understand how these monitored parameters are changing over 

time. This project will also include an analysis of discharge trends during the same time 

period.    

 

Conceptual approach: 
The high-frequency data from continuous water quality monitoring provides many benefits but 
also provide challenges to the statistical analysis of trends because of the serial correlation 
(dependence upon previous data values) inherent in the measurements. Since many wide-
spread, readily available continuous water quality data sets are just recently reaching length 
thresholds that make trend analysis practical (generally around 10 years), trend analysis using 
these types of data are an active research topic.   
 
Using order statistics of daily values from continuous water quality data in Virginia streams, 
Porter and others (2020) were able to perform a trend analysis on high frequency data. The 
USGS Nebraska WSC would follow a similar method to analyze data and look for trends on 
data collected in Nebraska. Daily values would be utilized for data to run linear regressions on 
continuous water quality data in the lower Platte. This approach would look at overall trends 
occurring throughout the time frame and not analyze every single point. 
 
The linear regressions would only focus on the extremes and averages observed within each 
selected time frame, and then compare those extremes and averages against similar time 
frames throughout the 15-year period where data have been collected. The USGS NEWSC 
would utilize previous R packages already established by the USGS and available in R to 
analyze the data. 
 
Temporal changes in daily discharge statistics will be explored using methods available in the 
EGRET software (Hirsch and De Cicco, 2015). Daily discharge records can be used to perform 
Mann-Kendall trend tests, and the associated Thiel-Sen slope estimates, to create Quantile-
Kendall plots (Hirsch, 2018) to evaluate discharge trends across the range of discharge values 
at each of the sites for a specified timeframe. These statistics will be explored as a possible 
method for trend analysis at the four sites in the lower Platte River. In addition to these trend 
analyses at each site, sites will be compared to better understand how the full system is 
changing over the years contributions to the system from the tributaries vs from the Central 
Platte.   
 

The USGS also previously produced concentration predictions using surrogate relations in the 

Lower Platte River. These relations were published through a USGS Scientific Investigations 

Report (Schaepe et al, 2014) and were funded in part by a NET grant. These surrogate 

equations were developed using continuous water quality data collected from 2007 to 2011 and 

comparing those data to a USGS sample dataset. When these two data sets are combined, 

their relations were able to compute additional concentrations of analytes of concern that were 

occurring in the stream throughout that period. The USGS is proposing to add in data collected 

from 2011 to 2023 to these equations to update the data to better reflect stream concentrations 



over the entire monitoring period. This will help represent the concentrations of additional 

constituents more accurately in the rivers. By updating these equations, better calculations 

would be made of real time concentrations of concern such as atrazine, E.coli, phosphorus, 

suspended sediment, and ammonia. 

 

 

Potential outcome of the study:   
  
The Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance and member NRDs have water quality management 
plans in place on the Platte River and its tributaries. Part of these water quality management 
plans are to look at impaired watersheds and water flowing into the river. The trend analysis 
being proposed can look at the collected continuous water quality data to help determine if long 
term management changes are impacting the water quality of the lower Platte River. The trends 
analysis will be able to account for wet vs dry years and see a clearer picture of how the water 
quality of the system is changing independent of discharge.  Often during dry years, the amount 
of runoff into the channel is diminished which also decreases the quantity of contaminants and 
likewise during very wet years extremes in water quality are observed.  
 
Long term changes can also possibly identify changes occurring in regard to climatic effects. 
The temperature in the lower Platte River can be analyzed throughout the previous 15+ years to 
see if any changes have occurred or are occurring.  
 
The outcomes of this study will also provide a better understanding of how continuous water 
quality parameters in the Lower Platte River watersheds are changing over time since data 
collection started.  The R scripts used to complete the data analysis will be created in a way that 
future years of collected data can be further analyzed through these same scripts.  The 
statistical methods used will be described in a USGS scientific investigations report and the R 
script and resulting trends data will be published as a USGS data release in ScienceBase.    
  
Study duration: 2 years  
  
Data analysis will primarily occur during Federal Fiscal Year (FY) 2024, with report writing 
beginning at the same time. The final scientific investigations report and data release will be 
published in FY 2025.  
  
Cost estimate:   
  
The anticipated cost for the data analysis and report production are expected to be $148,100. 
This cost will be split between the USGS and Lower Platte Corridor Alliance members electing 
to participate in the trend analysis. Of the total cost, the USGS will be contributing $48,300 and 
the LPRCA members contributing $99,800.  
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For any additional questions or comments, please reach out to: 
 
Matt Moser  
Physical Scientist 
USGS Nebraska Water Science Center 
402-328-4184 
mmoser@usgs.gov 

https://dx.doi.org/10.3133/tm4A10
https://owi.usgs.gov/blog/Quantile-Kendall/
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20205061
https://doi.org/10.1016/%20j.scitotenv.2020.136686


Morse Bluff Levee Meeting
November 11, 2023 @ 1:00pm

Attendees:

Deanna Wolf David Saalfeld (NRD) Ryan Chapman (NRD)
Greg Johnson (USACE) Heidi Novotny Dan Melanson
Larry Dolezal Andrew Tonnies (NRD)

Minutes: 

The meeting started discussion with the need to focus on the need for funding and the staff to 
take on the rebuild effort. 

Saunders Co. Senator Bruce Bostelman received a copy of our past meeting minutes and 
expressed interest in the effort. 

Point raised that a government entity must be engaged to take control, either County or NRD.  
All entities thus far engaged stated it is not for them to lead, but rather participate/assist.   

Option presented for possible pursuit… Landowners can petition County or NRD.  Petition can 
call out the area as a Special Interest Area which needs a certain number of people to approve.  
Count would hire a team to assess the situation, then if approved, move effort lead back to 
Landowners.  NRD has approved one in the past as did the Landowners.  Costs were shared.  
Funding requires an entity supporting the Landowners like an SID. 

Additional Insight provided that all options to pursue for the levee rebuild would involve a cost 
share.  The legal entity for the Landowners should be maintained for perpetuity.  Local 
Government would be expected to take the lead. 

Ideas presented… 

- Can we go back to the State or County to reenact the old levee maintenance group?  
Group unsure but worth the ask. 

- Approach County Road department.  Unsure of interest to help. 
- Approach from County infrastructure perspective
- Wahoo Creek…Senator Bostelman helped put money through NRD.  Might be residual 

funds available.
- Engage Senator Bostelman for possible support and assistance. 
- Jetty funding may be available.
- State funds may be more accessible/easier to get. 
- FEMA… money might be available, but their end goal is to get houses out of the 100yr 

flood plain.
- COE Rehabilitation Plan… does not have to be FEMA approved. Has criteria for 

adoption.  Greg can help get this information. (Union Dike east of Fremont). 

Programs discussed… 



Morse Bluff Levee Meeting
November 11, 2023 @ 1:00pm

- USACE program… Section 205 – small flood control project.  Feasibility study needed - 
can properties be flood-proofed?  May have more cost-efficient protections.  Limit to 
$10MM/project.  Cost share ~ 65 Fed/35 non-Fed. 

- USACE can provide emergency assistance on Government approved disaster.  
Temporary Right of Permission applies.  Emergency items to be removed after the flood. 
Spencer Giles head of Emergency Team. 

- Genteral Investigation Program… No limit on cost.  Presented to Congress to decide on 
funding. 

- USACE… Section 22 - Planning Authority engaged to determine qualification.  Study 
needed on specific ask.  NRD requests it.  Risk drivers involved.  Scope should include 
Morse Bluff and Linwood to leverage the full potential impact of flooding. 

Additional discussion… 

- The cost of rock is high. 
- Expect new levees to be built back from riverbank.
- Trenching in ground helps address the regulations for build. 
- Jetties must be 3’ to 5’ to deal with erosion.
- North Bend is working on a plot plan to manage flooding.
- MB Levee needs immediate interim maintenance/fixes before long-term solution.  

Riverbank has imminent failure point of erosion which would cause river channel to head 
south at a point ½ mile west of HWY 79 bridge. 

- DOT – HWY 79 supports several zip codes for school transportation.  Important point to 
use. 

- County/NRD/DNR/Levee Commission all must be engaged. 
- Engage Senator Bostelman for help (Wahoo Creek example).  Ask if Jetty Funds are available. 
- Jetties are typically built lower than the riverbank.  
- Engineering study needed. DNR would review and approve.  Money goes to Levee 

repair team. 
- Can we create an SID with the surrounding communities? 
- Can we utilize a Township? 
- Can we utilize the Morse Bluff Fire Department and their needs for flood control in 

support of emergency services? 
- NRD continues with their offering to assist and partner with levee team.  
- USACE engaged and offering to assist. 



Lower Platte North NRD

February Bills Pending

Vendor Description Balance

Adam Brockmann Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Advanced Office Automation, Inc. Copier Maintenance 154.24$          

Aflac Employee Benefits 219.60$          

Albion News Viaduct Insert 128.00$          

Bobcat of Omaha Filters 301.60$          

Bomgaars O & M/Wanahoo Rec 343.47$          

Bromm, Lindahl, ET AL General Matters /Retainer 2,535.00$       

Butler Co Chamber of Commerce Dues and Membership 150.00$          

Butler Public Power District Wanahoo/Czechland Utilities 715.48$          

Cintas Ed Building Supplies 490.52$          

Column Software, PBC Legal Notices/Position Openings 146.59$          

Cuda's Auto, Inc. 4 Tires/Mounting 668.00$          

Daryl Andersen Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

DAS State Acctg - Central Finance OCIO Cell Phone/iPad/Tablet 381.70$          

David A Moore Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

David City Utilities Colon Water Purchase 3,623.60$       

Diode Communications NRD/Ed Building Open Path 54.58$            

Drew ten Bensel Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Eakes Office Solutions Copy Paper 244.95$          

Embassy Suites Director Meeting Expense 344.00$          

ENWRA Dues and Membership 30,000.00$     

Eric Gottschalk Cell Phone Travel Pass Germany 50.00$            

Eric Gottschalk Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Eric Gottschalk Personnel Meeting - NACD 281.00$          

Fas-Break Auto Glass Service New Windshield 378.00$          

First Edition Printing Printing Viaduct 6,315.94$       

FNIC Added Vehicle 840.00$          

Fremont Sanitation Wanahoo/NRD Garbage 318.63$          

Google Email Service 414.00$          

Hajek Repair & Performance LLC Rural Water Truck Repairs 1,053.84$       

HBE LLC Professional Service Accounting 7,325.00$       

HDR Engineering Inc. Cottonwood 21A Rehabilitation 2,006.90$       

Helm Connected, LLC Migration of Server 1,040.00$       

Helm Connected, LLC Computer Consultant 398.00$          

Hergert Oil Company Fuel Expense 1,102.56$       

HP Inc. New Computers 5,244.00$       

Humphrey Democrat Viaduct Insert 250.00$          

Intermedia Long Distance Fees 157.66$          

JEO Consulting Group, Inc. New Office Building 13,600.00$     

Jill Breunig Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Karen Rezac Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Kim Homes Ed Building Cleaning 150.00$          

KTIC 840 Rural Radio Radio Ads 217.00$          

Lacey Sabatka Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

McKenna Smith Cleaning NRD Cleaning 495.00$          

NARD Risk Pool Association Employee Benefits 609.98$          

NARD Risk Pool Association Employee Benefits 39,857.78$     



Lower Platte North NRD

February Bills Pending

Nathan Oehlrich Flow Meter Cost-Share 1,000.00$       

Nationwide Retirement Benefit 6,034.27$       

NE Dept of Revenue Lodging Tax Wanahoo/Month 192.98$          

NE Dept of Revenue Lodging Tax Czechland/Year 521.71$          

Nebraska Public Health Environmental Lab Colon RW 30.00$            

Nebraska Public Health Environmental Lab Bruno RW 30.00$            

Nebraska Public Health Environmental Lab Producer Kits 16.00$            

Nebraska's Natural Resource District Personnel Meeting - Water Conf. 750.00$          

News Channel Nebraska TV Promotion 499.00$          

North Bend Eagle Viaduct Insert 110.00$          

Olsson Associates Monitoring Wanahoo Dam 957.38$          

Olsson Associates Wahoo Creek W/S - 7 Sites Phase II 23,004.23$     

Olsson Associates Wahoo Creek W/S - Real Estate 9,232.53$       

One Call Concepts, Inc One Call Expense 5.98$              

Otte Oil & Propane Fuel Additive 30.00$            

Papio-Missouri River NRD Water Strategies Reimbursement 2,200.00$       

Pitney Bowes - Purchase Power Postage Expense 1,008.50$       

Platte Valley Equipment LLC New Tractor /Shredder 201,087.12$  

Quill.com Office Supplies 138.95$          

Rieschick Drilling Co, Inc. Wanahoo Well Cleaning 116,160.00$  

Ryan Chapman Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Ryan Chapman Personnel Meeting - NACD 281.00$          

Sean Elliott Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Simons Home Store Auto and Truck Expense 9.98$              

Sparq Data Solutions Inc. Yearly Software Expense 4,100.00$       

St. Benedict Center Rent for N. Class 50.00$            

Sydney Abbott Coffee Lakeside Supplies 21.89$            

Sydney Abbott Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Thomas McKnight Director Meeting - NACD 225.50$          

Three Rivers Public Health Dept Flu Shots Employees 495.00$          

Ty's Outdoor Power & Service Wanahoo Rec. 1,311.15$       

UBT Bi-Weekly Payroll/Director - 1/19/24 55,268.85$     

UBT Bi-Weekly Payroll - 2/2/24 46,868.15$     

UBT - VISA Personnel-Director Mtg/Monitor Well 5,082.00$       

Union Bank & Trust Bank Fees 39.68$            

University of Nebraska-Lincoln SQS Meeting Humphrey 127.92$          

University of Nebraska-Lincoln GW Quality 226.80$          

Village of Lindsay Rent for N. Class 75.00$            

Wahoo Auto Parts Auto and Truck Expense 53.87$            

Wahoo Chamber of Commerce Dues and Membership 100.00$          

Wahoo Newspaper Yearly Subscription 160.99$          

Wahoo Utilities NRD/Wanahoo Utilities/Colon RW 2,421.35$       

Wahoo-Waverly-Ashland Newspapers Advertising/E Ad 324.95$          

Wells Fargo Financial Leasing, Inc. Lease Payment Copier 209.00$          

William Brueggemann Cell Phone Reimbursement 45.00$            

Windstream Internet 611.43$          

Grand Total 604,219.78$  



Consent Agenda  

February 12, 2024  
 

5.      Approval of Minutes  

6.A.2.a.1.  NARD Washington DC Annual Meeting 

5.A.5.a.  Leave Payout 

6.A.6.a.  Approval of Financial Reports 

6.A.6.c.    Approval Manager Time and Expense Sheets  

6.B.3.d.  NRD No-Till Grass Drills  

6.B.6.a.3.  Butler County Ag Expo 

6.C.3.a.3.  Phase Area Update for Schuyler-Richland Management Area - Oelrich 

6.C.3.a.4.B.  Flow Meter Maintenance Program 

6.C.4.b.2.  Eastern Nebraska Water Resources Assessment (ENWRA) 

6.D.2.a.  SWCP Payments 

6.D.3.a.  Rawhide Creek Watershed – NRCS WFPO 

6.D.4.b.  Shell Creek Onsite Wastewater Upgrade Applications 

8.  Authorize General Manager to approve and then treasurer to pay 

monthly recurring expenses pursuant to April 11, 2011 board 

policy.  
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