
Operations Committee Meeting
Thursday, July 30, 2020 9:00 AM
Lower Platte North NRD Office
P.O. Box 126
Wahoo, NE 68066 

1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Nothing to consider for unfinished business.
2. WILD NE AND OTHER PROGRAMS

Nothing to consider for Wildlife Programs.
3. OPERATION & MAINTENANCE & OTHER ITEMS

The O & M Crew is finishing watershed dam maintenance and inspections in the 
Bellwood Watershed. Started our mowing circuit, we began on Rawhide Ditch, moved to 
Ames and Cotteral Levee's and are now at Czechland Lake. Unplugged two Cottonwood 
Dam risers.

A. Clear Creek Levee Repair by Corps of Engineers

The repairs by the contractor under the Corps of Engineers is near 100%. A Pre-final 
inspection was conducted on Tuesday, July 28th. There will be a "Hit List" of items 
published after the inspection. Some final items to be accomplished are ROW 
markers, fencing and seeding.
This project repair has gone very well in working with the Contractor (Youngs) and 
the Corps of Engineers.

B. Wanahoo Stilling Basin - (FEMA)

The District needs to approve the Construction Observation portion of FYRA's 
contract. A previous Board motion approved FYRA to do Project Management, Final 
Design, Permitting and Bidding which totaled $73,021.00. The Construction 
Observation cost is $62,524.00, (see attachment).

The District advertised for repairs to the Wanahoo Stilling Basin for three consecutive 
weeks. Bids were due by 2:00 pm on Tuesday, July 28th and opened. We 
received two bids, Valley Corporation $1,452,069.27 and M.E. Collins $1,475,330.80 
a difference of $23,261.53. See Mike Sotak's letter of recommendation and bid 
tabulation attached.
The process moving forward;
1. Committee make recommendation to Board to accept low bid from Valley 
Corporation,
2. Committee makes recommendation to Board to approve construction observation 
under FYRA's contract.
3. Board accepts low bid, approves FYRA contact item for construction observation 



and authorizes FYRA to issue Notice of Award,
4. Contractor begins to acquire insurance, bonds, etc. and processes contract,
5. Board authorizes FYRA to work w/ contractor on cost saving ideas,
Once signed contract and required bonds/insurance are received, Board issues Notice 
to Proceed,
6. Contractor begins work.

Chris Poole has notified FEMA regarding the bids coming in higher than our 
Engineers Estimate, approximately $472,000. FEMA told us it will be covered at 
75% of actual cost but we must work closely with NEMA when we close out the 
project. We must take this information somewhat cautiously. If we can't obtain 75%, 
we can possibly use other FEMA Funding from other Project repairs that we didn't 
use.

The District's cost if FEMA/NEMA fund 75% of Engineering and Construction 
would be approximately $396,904.

C. Cottonwood 21-A Emergency Spillway

Heimann met with Saunders Co. Highway representatives and Mark Mainelli, P.E. to 
discuss the potential solutions in addressing the elevation problems on this road 
structure dam. Mainelli will design solutions and forward them to NDNR Dam 
Safety. He will also develop an interlocal agreement for the District and Saunders 
County.
Saunders County will provide engineering services and construction over site and the 
District may have to solicit bids for the construction work if the County declines.

D. Community Forestry - Roll Call Veterans Memorial Newman Grove

Newman Grove American Legion Post 73 is requesting cost-share assistant for tree 
planting around their Roll Call Veteran's Memorial (see attachment). They would like 
to plant 8 six foot conifers around the memorial at an approximate cost of $2,400. 
The District's Community Forestry policy for cost share is 50% up to $1,000.

E. Fremont Non-Structural 205 Study Update

From Chris Fassero Lead Planner/Project Manager COE. A draft report should begin the 
review process around 01 August, so we're about two months behind schedule  however, 
we were able to put together a review team that has nonstructural experience, so we're 
hopeful that the review process will be streamlined by that.  I'll send you another update 
once we're in review and we establish some review milestones.
The structures included in the final recommended nonstructural plan is summarized as 
follows:

Structures in Plan:  127
Average Annual Benefits:  $585,040
Average Annual Cost:  $463,546
Flood proofing Cost:  $12,514,441
Benefit-Cost Ratio:  1.26



Total Net Benefits:  $121,494
 

F. Grass Drill Revenue Saunders County

Rezac Seed sent in revenue of $2,053.75 for the first half of 2020. Seventeen 
cooperators used the drill.

G. Wanahoo Property Dirt Sales

Calender year 2020, M.E. Collins has sent the District $4,957.90.  Since 2012 the 
District has received $258,643.90.

4. ROCK AND JETTY

Don Medinger has requested cost-share assistance for repairs to his jetty system in Butler 
County on the Platte River. His invoice for work completed is $6,000.

5. LAKE WANAHOO

A. Lake Wanahoo Permit Sales 

As of 7/29/2020, the District received $6,102.50 in annual permit sales revenue for 
the month of July. In 2019 the District received $7925.00. 

YTD Totals:
2019: $75,310.00
2020: $86,215.00

B. Lake Wanahoo Camping Revenue

As of July 29, 2020, the District has generated appx. $10,166.09 in gross camping 
revenue. The new cabins opened the first week of July and have already generated 
$1000 in camping revenue.

6. INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

A. Information

1. Radio & eAds

We featured the recreation areas for our KTIC Radio ad and Wahoo 
Newspaper eAds during July. This week, the ad will be switched out with 
variance request information - see attached.
 

2. Lake Wanahoo Advertisement with News Channel Nebraska

LPNNRD purchased the "News Sponsorship" package with News Channel 
Nebraska for our Lake Wanahoo commercial. The commercial spot was a 



30-second spot, with a 5-second spot showing the LPNNRD logo. During 
the month of June, the 30-second commercial was shown 12 times, with 
the 5-second spot showing LPNNRD logo shown 30. I have attached the 
time slots for all of June.  
 

3. Analytics

Lake Wanahoo continues to remain the most viewed page of the website 
for 4 months now. The top 5 pages being viewed remains the same this 
month. We had a total of 1,489 users view the website which slowly 
continues to decline. We continue to see an increase of viewers using 
phones to view the website more than a desktop or laptop browser.  
  

4. Month 5. # of 
Users

6. Top 
Pages/views

7. Viewing 
Device

8. October 
2019

9. 710 10. Home 543
Lake 
Wanahoo 
355
Staff 121
Czechland 
Lake 100
Contact 95 

11. Desktop 
58.73%
Mobile 
34.48%
Tablet 
4.79%

12. June 2020 13. 2,003 14. Lake Wanahoo 
1,992
Home 1,008
Czechland 
Lake 574
Outdoor 
Recreation 
344
Downloads 
251

15. Mobile 
51.7%
Desktop 
44.4%
Tablet 
3.9%

16. July 1-28 
2020

17. 1,489 18. Lake Wanahoo 
1,549
Home 712
Czechland 
Lake 281
Outdoor 
Recreation 
218
Downloads 
132

19. Mobile 
54.64%
Desktop 
38.92%
Tablet 
6.44%

20. 



Our Facebook page continues to grow with followers. This month our top 
post was a couple photos of the new cabins and that they were open to 
rent (total views of 6,844). Other top posts included a promotional picture 
for Pork Chop Island (total views of 1,775) and a drought conditions map 
of Nebraska during mid-July from UNL (total views of 532).
  

21. Month 22. Total 
Vi
ew
s

23. Total 
Re
ac
h

24. Total 
Eng
age
d 
User
s

25. Follower
s

26. Octobe
r 
201
9

27. 9,446 28. 6,772 29. 1,273 30. 873

31. June 
202
0

32. 3,399 33. 3,106 34. 147 35. 1,152

36. July 1-
28, 
202
0

37. 10,795 38. 8,848 39. 1,467 40. 1,170

41. 
Our Twitter page dropped one follower since last month. Our top posts for 
Twitter included the UNL drought conditions map (335 total views, 18 
reactions), 4th of July post/office closed (199 total views) and reminder 
about irrigation sample kits (183 total views).
  

42. Month 43. Impressions 44. Engagements 45. Followers
46. October 

2019
47. 3,707 48. 61 49. 300

50. June 2020 51. 3,029 52. 118 53. 331
54. July 1-28, 

2020
55. 1,976 56. 100 57. 330

B. Education

1. Education Programs

We were informed earlier this week that Schuyler's Middle School Outdoor day 
scheduled for September will be postponed with hopes to reschedule in the spring.

The education flyer will be going out in the next few weeks to area schools. I am 



not sure how this year's education programs will look, but we will look into 
options of creating videos, activities or materials that teachers can use in the 
classroom if visiting schools is not an option. 

2. Wachiska Audobon Society

Tim Knott with the Wachiska Audubon Society will available by Zoom to discuss 
an upcoming proposal for a Prairie Habitat Manager.
The Lower Platte North NRD helped the Wachiska Audubon Society support the 
purchase of the 45-acre Fertig Prairie near Richland in 2016. The LPNNRD 
contributed 8,839.50.

7. RURAL WATER SYSTEMS

A. Colon System

Results from the lead and copper testing were distributed to participating residents 
and required reporting was sent to DHHS.  No samples were above action levels.
Monthly testing completed and bills will be mailed out 7/30.

B. Bruno System

Monthly testing completed and bills will be mailed out 7/30.
C. Other

1. NRCS Chief Matthew Lohr Visit to Nebraska

Our office was notified last week and confirmed on Tuesday of the NRCS Cheif's 
visit to Nebraska on August 5th and 6th.  While in the State, the Chief will be 
visiting one NRD and he has chosen Lower Platte North.  The State NRCS office 
is excited to have the Cheif visit and has scheduled a busy day beginning with a 
visit to LPNNRD and Lake Wanahoo.  The draft itinerary is attached which has 
the Chief scheduled to be at the Wanahoo Education Building from 8:30 am - 
12:30 pm on the 5th.  While the NRCS would like to keep the attendance at a 
manageable number, they are extending an invitation to LPNNRD Directors and 
staff.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested in attending.





 

 

12702 Westport Parkway, Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68138 
Tel: 402.502.7131 | Fax: 402.932.6940 | www.fyraengineering.com 

 
29 July 2020 
 
Eric Gottschalk, General Manager – via email 
 
Eric and LPNNRD Board of Directors: 
 
The bid opening for the above-referenced project was held at the LPNNRD on 28 July 2020.  The low 
bid of $1,452,069.27 was received from Valley Corp. and was above the engineer’s estimate of $980,149 
by $471,920.67.  One other bid was submitted by ME Collins Contracting which was $1,475,330.80 and 
can be viewed on the attached bid tabulations. 
After a review of the bids, I have the following assessments: 

1. The project is a very unique project with little to no similar projects from which to draw 
comparative bid prices from. 

2. The current construction climate has contractors extremely busy which leads to higher bids. 
3. There is a fair amount of uncertainty in this project, given the wet conditions and uncertainty 

in what is below. 
4. The unit prices appear to be higher than even I estimated in the current bidding climate.   

Analyzing the low bid, their bid was under my estimate on fixed quantity items such as the 
amount of sheet pile, concrete baffle blocks, soil anchors, etc.  This allows them to place 
additional profit in other items such as the aggregate and rock riprap that needs to be placed.  
For that reason, quantities will need to be watched carefully during construction. 

5. A project with very specific bid items makes it easy for Contractors to recognize when there is 
not likely to be many bids and this can lead to higher bid prices. 

6. The stigma of this project receiving federal funds often leads to higher bid prices. 
7. The schedule is tight, in an effort to make repairs prior to next Spring’s runoff season.  This can 

lead to higher bid prices. 
Valley Corp has provided a list of subcontractors and suppliers (attached).  They have also indicated 
that they can begin the project by November of 2020 and complete it by May of 2021.  ME Collins 
indicated a similar schedule (see both Bid Forms.) Re-bidding the project allowing for a longer 
construction period may yield lower bid prices, but similar efforts by other NRDs recently did not yield 
lower bids.  This also takes on the risk of another rainy season with the stilling basin unprotected.  
I am familiar w/ Valley Corp’s work and find them to be a quality, reputable contractor.  I would say 
the same about ME Collins.  Based on the lower bid, my recommendation is to award the project to 
Valley Corp. and begin the contracting process upon Board approval and in the meantime, allow me 
to work with Valley Corp to try and find cost reduction strategies.  Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael K. Sotak, P.E., D.WRE 



PROJECT:  Wanahoo Dam Stilling Basin Rehabilitation
BY:  FYRA Engineering

Variance Variance
BID ITEM BASE BID ITEM DESCRIPTION UNITS QUANTITY Unit Price Cost Unit Price Cost Unit Price Cost

1 MOBILIZATION LS 1 50,000$      50,000$      143,499.29$    143,499.29$    93,499.29 130,690.00$    130,690.00$    80,690.00
2 SWPPP LS 1 5,500$        5,500$        44,553.60$      44,553.60$      39,053.60 10,000.00$      10,000.00$      4,500.00
3 WATER HANDLING LS 1 30,000$      30,000$      123,587.11$    123,587.11$    93,587.11 142,960.00$    142,960.00$    112,960.00
4 EXCAVATION CY 400 20$             8,000$        60.14$             24,056.00$      16,056.00 33.00$             13,200.00$      5,200.00
5 FILTER MIX 1 AGGREGATE TN 1384 120$           166,080$    184.37$           255,168.08$    89,088.08 66.00$             91,344.00$      (74,736.00)
6 FILTER MIX 2 AGGREGATE TN 1148 120$           137,760$    156.68$           179,868.64$    42,108.64 94.00$             107,912.00$    (29,848.00)
7 SHEET PILE SF 2072 100$           207,200$    73.93$             153,182.96$    (54,017.04) 99.00$             205,128.00$    (2,072.00)
8 PRESSURE GROUTING CY 175 350$           61,250$      608.97$           106,569.75$    45,319.75 1,008.00$        176,400.00$    115,150.00
9 CONCRETE BAFFLE CY 74 1,400$        103,600$    1,051.66$        77,822.84$      (25,777.16) 2,731.00$        202,094.00$    98,494.00

10 BAFFLE REINFORCEMENT LBS 1596.2 3$               4,789$        5.96$               9,513.35$        4,724.75 4.00$               6,384.80$        1,596.20
11 PRE-FABRICATED STEEL PLATE FOR BAFFLE LF 85 200$           17,000$      119.69$           10,173.65$      (6,826.35) 132.00$           11,220.00$      (5,780.00)
12 APRON ANCHOR BOLTS EA 16 1,000$        16,000$      410.81$           6,572.96$        (9,427.04) 955.00$           15,280.00$      (720.00)
13 HDPE GABION EA 14 599$           8,386$        9,701.95$        135,827.30$    127,441.30 13,053.00$      182,742.00$    174,356.00
14 GABION ANCHORING SYSTEM - PERCUSSION DRIVEN ANCHORS EA 14 900$           12,600$      672.25$           9,411.50$        (3,188.50) 1,493.00$        20,902.00$      8,302.00
15 GABION ANCHORING SYSTEM - DEADMAN/CABLE SYSTEM EA 2 10,000$      20,000$      6,359.81$        12,719.62$      (7,280.38) 10,300.00$      20,600.00$      600.00
16 REMOVE & SALVAGE ROCK RIPRAP TN 247.2 95$             23,484$      31.43$             7,769.50$        (15,714.50) 10.00$             2,472.00$        (21,012.00)
17 PLACE NEW ROCK RIPRAP TN 900 105$           94,500$      131.80$           118,620.00$    24,120.00 132.00$           118,800.00$    24,300.00
18 INSTALL PIEZOMETERS EA 2 7,000$        14,000$      6,552.00$        13,104.00$      (896.00) 6,000.00$        12,000.00$      (2,000.00)
19 SEEDING AC 1.53 8,000$        12,240$      13,104.00$      20,049.12$      7,809.12 3,400.00$        5,202.00$        (7,038.00)

980,149$    1,452,069.27$ 471,920.67 1,475,330.80$ 495,182.20TOTAL CONSTRUCTION

SUMMARY TABLE OF QUANTITIES Engineer's Opinion Valley Corp. ME Collins































News Channel Nebraska Invoice
Invoice ID:    20060149

Invoice Date:    6/30/2020
Account ID:    0552

Order ID:    0552-001
Account Rep:    Ali Fuchtman

Amount Due:  $0.00

Amount Paid:    ___________

News Channel Nebraska
214 N. 7th St. Suite 1
Norfolk, NE 68701
(402)-371-0100

Please remit payment to:
214 N. 7th St. Suite 1
Norfolk, NE 68701

LOWER PLATTE NRD

Page 1
Sponsor: Lower Platte NRD / Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor
Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor

Date Description Times Times Times Times Times Qty Rate Cost

6/1/2020 :05 Bonus 08:01 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/1/2020 :05 Spot 09:53 AM 07:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/2/2020 :05 Bonus 03:06 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/2/2020 :05 Spot 08:06 AM 10:06 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/3/2020 :05 Bonus 05:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/3/2020 :05 Spot 12:31 PM 05:16 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/3/2020 :30 Bonus 01:13 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/3/2020 :30 Spot 06:57 AM 01:43 PM 07:46 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/4/2020 :05 Bonus 05:31 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/4/2020 :05 Spot 09:31 AM 03:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/4/2020 :30 Bonus 01:24 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/4/2020 :30 Spot 06:58 AM 02:15 PM 07:13 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/5/2020 :05 Bonus 04:30 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/5/2020 :05 Spot 09:32 AM 11:31 AM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/5/2020 :30 Bonus 02:14 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/5/2020 :30 Spot 12:43 PM 06:41 PM 10:23 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/8/2020 :05 Bonus 04:06 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/8/2020 :05 Spot 10:06 AM 07:06 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/9/2020 :05 Bonus 01:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/9/2020 :05 Spot 09:06 AM 02:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/10/2020 :05 Bonus 12:06 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/10/2020 :05 Spot 09:30 AM 02:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/10/2020 :30 Bonus 02:24 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/10/2020 :30 Spot 06:48 AM 05:14 PM 10:15 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/11/2020 :05 Bonus 03:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/11/2020 :05 Spot 08:06 AM 03:32 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/11/2020 :30 Bonus 12:58 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/11/2020 :30 Spot 12:25 PM 02:12 PM 10:59 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/12/2020 :05 Bonus 03:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/12/2020 :05 Spot 10:06 AM 04:29 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/12/2020 :30 Bonus 01:48 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/12/2020 :30 Spot 06:57 AM 01:54 PM 10:47 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/15/2020 :05 Bonus 11:32 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/15/2020 :05 Spot 09:30 AM 11:32 AM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/16/2020 :05 Bonus 12:32 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/16/2020 :05 Spot 09:31 AM 05:47 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/17/2020 :05 Bonus 02:31 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/17/2020 :05 Spot 08:06 AM 07:32 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/18/2020 :05 Bonus 01:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/18/2020 :05 Spot 11:31 AM 10:06 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/19/2020 :05 Bonus 04:07 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/19/2020 :05 Spot 09:30 AM 04:07 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/30/2020 Package 1 0.00 0.00

Continued



News Channel Nebraska Invoice
Invoice ID:    20060149

Invoice Date:    6/30/2020

Page 2
Sponsor: Lower Platte NRD / Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor
Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor

Date Description Times Times Times Times Times Qty Rate Cost

69 Total Items Total Cost: $0.00

Amount Due: $0.00



News Channel Nebraska Invoice
Invoice ID:    20060149

Invoice Date:    6/30/2020
Account ID:    0552

Order ID:    0552-001
Account Rep:    Ali Fuchtman

Amount Due:  $0.00

Amount Paid:    ___________

News Channel Nebraska
214 N. 7th St. Suite 1
Norfolk, NE 68701
(402)-371-0100

Please remit payment to:
214 N. 7th St. Suite 1
Norfolk, NE 68701

LOWER PLATTE NRD

Page 1
Sponsor: Lower Platte NRD / Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor
Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor

Date Description Times Times Times Times Times Qty Rate Cost

6/1/2020 :05 Bonus 08:01 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/1/2020 :05 Spot 09:53 AM 07:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/2/2020 :05 Bonus 03:06 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/2/2020 :05 Spot 08:06 AM 10:06 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/3/2020 :05 Bonus 05:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/3/2020 :05 Spot 12:31 PM 05:16 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/3/2020 :30 Bonus 01:13 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/3/2020 :30 Spot 06:57 AM 01:43 PM 07:46 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/4/2020 :05 Bonus 05:31 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/4/2020 :05 Spot 09:31 AM 03:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/4/2020 :30 Bonus 01:24 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/4/2020 :30 Spot 06:58 AM 02:15 PM 07:13 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/5/2020 :05 Bonus 04:30 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/5/2020 :05 Spot 09:32 AM 11:31 AM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/5/2020 :30 Bonus 02:14 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/5/2020 :30 Spot 12:43 PM 06:41 PM 10:23 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/8/2020 :05 Bonus 04:06 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/8/2020 :05 Spot 10:06 AM 07:06 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/9/2020 :05 Bonus 01:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/9/2020 :05 Spot 09:06 AM 02:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/10/2020 :05 Bonus 12:06 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/10/2020 :05 Spot 09:30 AM 02:31 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/10/2020 :30 Bonus 02:24 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/10/2020 :30 Spot 06:48 AM 05:14 PM 10:15 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/11/2020 :05 Bonus 03:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/11/2020 :05 Spot 08:06 AM 03:32 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/11/2020 :30 Bonus 12:58 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/11/2020 :30 Spot 12:25 PM 02:12 PM 10:59 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/12/2020 :05 Bonus 03:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/12/2020 :05 Spot 10:06 AM 04:29 PM 2 [Package] [Package]
6/12/2020 :30 Bonus 01:48 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/12/2020 :30 Spot 06:57 AM 01:54 PM 10:47 PM 3 [Package] [Package]

6/15/2020 :05 Bonus 11:32 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/15/2020 :05 Spot 09:30 AM 11:32 AM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/16/2020 :05 Bonus 12:32 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/16/2020 :05 Spot 09:31 AM 05:47 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/17/2020 :05 Bonus 02:31 PM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/17/2020 :05 Spot 08:06 AM 07:32 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/18/2020 :05 Bonus 01:32 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/18/2020 :05 Spot 11:31 AM 10:06 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/19/2020 :05 Bonus 04:07 AM 1 [Package] [Package]
6/19/2020 :05 Spot 09:30 AM 04:07 PM 2 [Package] [Package]

6/30/2020 Package 1 0.00 0.00

Continued



News Channel Nebraska Invoice
Invoice ID:    20060149

Invoice Date:    6/30/2020

Page 2
Sponsor: Lower Platte NRD / Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor
Lower Platte NRD - News Sponsor

Date Description Times Times Times Times Times Qty Rate Cost

69 Total Items Total Cost: $0.00

Amount Due: $0.00





























Itinerary of  Chief Lohr’s Visit to Nebraska

Tuesday, August 4

 9:30 p.m. Craig will pick up Chief Lohr at the Lincoln airport from United flight #5535 and take 
him to his to hotel.

Wednesday, August 5

 7:30 a.m.  Craig will pick up Chief Lohr at the hotel. They will ride together to Lake Wanahoo 
Education Building.  

 8:30 a.m. Arrive Lake Wanahoo 

Meet with Lower Platte North Natural Resources District staff/board members, Wahoo NRCS field 
office staff and other staff/partners including: Brad Soncksen, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist 
for Programs; Joanna Pope, NRCS State Public Affairs Officer; Steve Nelson, President of the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau; Ralph Pieke, former NRD board member; Dean Edson, Executive Director of the 
Nebraska Association of Resources Districts; and Kent Zimmerman, president of the National 
Association of State Conservation Agencies (others?) 

* Brad and Joanna can travel to Wahoo together in a vehicle. Brad can ride back to Lincoln with Jim 
Reedy and Brian Baskerville (check out van or larger GOV to spread out) to keep numbers low for Rogers 
Memorial Farm visit since they are asking for small number of visitors.

 8:30 – 8:45 a.m. Welcome Chief Lohr to Nebraska and provide introductions – Craig Derickson, 
Nebraska NRCS State Conservationist

 8:45 – 9:00 a.m. NRCS employees introduce themselves and briefly share about the work 
they’re doing 

 9:00 – 9:45 a.m. NRD Discussion – Eric Gottschalk, Lower Platte North NRD General Manager 
and Tom Mountford, Lower Platte North NRD Assistant Manager 

o Overview/history of the NRD system and its roles and responsibilities
o Lake Wanahoo
o Important conservation field work in the Lower Platte North NRD

 Shell Creek (Ralph Pieke)
 History of PL-566 dams in the Lower Platte North NRD 
 Wahoo Creek Watershed 

 9:45 – 10:00 a.m. Overview of the Nebraska Association of Resources Districts roll – Dean Edson, 
Executive Director of NACD

 10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Nebraska Department of Natural Resources/National Association of State 
Conservation Agencies update - Kent Zimmerman, NASCA President

 10:15 – 10:30 a.m. Break

https://lpnnrd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Education-Building-Information-website.pdf
https://lpnnrd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Education-Building-Information-website.pdf


 10:30 – 11:15 a.m. Demo of LIDAR and survey equipment – Jim Reedy, NRCS State Technology 
Engineer & Josh Charles, Soil Conservation Technician 

 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Demo of GIS tools used for wetland determinations – Brian Baskerville, NRCS 
Area Technology Specialist

 11:45 – 12:30 p.m. Lunch (Eric offered to purchase lunches from Subway. We can eat at the 
Wahoo Environmental Education Center or if we’re running behind, we can eat on the road)

 12:30 – 12:45 p.m. Travel to Beginning Farmer site
 12:45 – 1:30 p.m. Tour/visit with beginning farmer Joe Petersen about how he’s worked with 

NRCS to make conservation improvements on his farm – Jami Thoene, NRCS Resource 
Conservationist and State Beginning Farmer/Rancher Coordinator will facilitate

 1:30 – 2:00 p.m. Travel to Rogers Memorial Farm – 18630 Adams Street, Lincoln NE (Invited in 
addition to those presenting on site: Corey Schmidt, NRCS District Conservationist; Mike 
Bergert, NRCS Resource Conservationist, Steve Wellman, Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
Director, Orval Gigstadt. We have been requested by the Rogers Farm staff to keep attendee 
size small due to COVID. All attendees will need to mask up. If raining, will only have access to 
bldg. the size of a 2-stall garage. No rest rooms available. Will make pit stop in Waverly).  

 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Tour farm and cover crop plots, followed by a presentation about the tillage 
study - Paul Jasa, Extension Engineer 

 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Soil Health Demonstration – Aaron Hird, NRCS State Soil Health Specialist
 3:30 – 4:00 p.m. Travel to Mike McDonald’s field near Douglas, NE (Invite: Britt Weiser, NRCS 

State Resource Conservationist; Neil Dominy, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for 
Partnerships and Initiatives, Doug Wagner, NRCS Area Conservationist)

 4:00 – 4:30 p.m. View Mike’s cover crop field and learn about his role in the Soil Health 
Taskforce

 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.  Travel back to the hotel 
 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Dinner with Chief (10-12 maximum, outdoors if possible)

Thursday August 6

 7:00 a.m. - Craig and Allen Gehring will pick up Chief Lohr at his hotel. (Chief will need to check 
out of hotel.) During the drive Allen Gehring, NRCS State Engineer will provide an overview of 
EWP and watershed projects in Nebraska.   

 7:00 - 8:00 a.m. Travel to Kirkpatrick Wildlife Management Area just west York (NRD could be 
rain alternative site) Invite: Andy Bishop, Rainwater Basin Joint Venture Coordinator; Kim 
Siebert, area landowner; Dave Eigenberg, Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District General 
Manager; Roric Pallman, Rainwater Basin Joint Venture board member; Brad Dunbar, Lindsay 
Cooperation; Gayle Marsh, landowner; James Huntwork, NRCS Area Conservationist; Josh 
Bowers and the York NRCS field office staff. (*Should make a rest room stop at rest area along 
I-80 just before York.)

 8:00 - 8:15 a.m. Introductions and History of RWBs the JV and partnership – Andy Bishop, 
RWBJV Coordinator

https://engineering.unl.edu/bse/bse-rogers-memorial-farm/


 8:15 – 8:35 a.m. Kim Siebert will talk about how he’s using his cattle to graze Kirkpatrick WMA 
through public/private partnership between NRDs/RWBJV/NRCS to help manage wetland and 
provide forage for his cattle. See story here

 8:35 – 9:15 a.m. Irrigation Innovation 
o “Divots in the Pivots” RCPP - Gayle Marsh and Brad Dunbar
o NRD Irrigation projects - Dave Eigenberg
o NRD water programs in the Platte Valley for the past 30 years - James Huntwork

 9:15 – 10:30 a.m. Travel back to the Federal Building
 10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Break
 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. Meet with NRCS employees in Room 397 A&B include field staff via Teams
 11:15 a.m.  Lunch brought into 397 A&B for Chief and combined Nebraska state office and 

National Soil Survey Center (NSSC) leadership staffs 
 11:30 a.m. Begin discussion on NSSC operations via Teams for offsite National Leaders – 

Nebraska state office leadership staff invited to stay. Each National Leader will have 10 minutes 
to highlight what their branch is doing for NRCS and the conservation partnership

 12:50 p.m. Kellogg Soil Survey Lab tour including processing, archive, and lab
 1:30 p.m. Return to 372 or Nebraska NRCS state office for wrap up. 
 1:45 p.m. Head to Lincoln airport
 3:16 p.m. Chief Lohr’s flight leaves Lincoln

NRCS Staff should make every attempt to carpool to keep number of GOVs low at each site. Should also 
try to reserve larger GOVs and spread out within the vehicle, masks on, windows cracked. Masks will be 
required at indoor locations and at Rogers Memorial Farm – even while outside. Remember to social 
distance at all tour sites, including for photos. Other partner agencies may have different COVID-19 
safety protocol, but we need to follow NRCS policy and do everything we can to keep the Chief safe and 
comfortable while traveling. 

https://theindependent.com/news/local/new-equipment-encourages-wetland-restoration-through-cattle-grazing/article_cf7b177c-dd8a-11e9-ac7c-ab0364266fd5.html
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