Water Committee Meeting

Wednesday, December 27, 2017 5:00 PM
Lower Platte North NRD Office

P.O. Box 126

Wahoo, NE 68066

1. Water Committee
1.A. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1.B. REGULATORY

1.B.1. Draft GW Rules and Regulations

Propose updates of Rules and Regulations.

The plan is to keep moving forward with a public meeting and hearing on March 28 with
Board approval at April 9th meeting. The GW Advisory Group meeting will be held the
first part of February for their input.

1.B.2. GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA

1.B.2.a. Variance Decline

A letter is attached from John Vybiral for variance LPN-V-013-0279. John will be
declining the variance at this time for 65 acres.

1.B.2.b. Knuth Variance Application

Kerry Knuth called the office in early December to discuss the decision on his variance
application. The application was not on the list at the time of approval. After doing some
investigation it was determined that staff had made a clerical error when filing the
application. Had the application been included with all other variances on file it would
have ranked 4th highest. Attached is a map of the field in question, the ranking associated
ranking sheet, and a copy of the list voted on by the Board at the November Board
Meeting.

1.B.2.c. Variance Request in the Hydrologically Connected Area (Limited Development
Area)



1.B.2.d. Variance Requests in the Non-Hydrologically Connected Area (Normal
Development Area)

1.B.2.e. Variance Requests in the Restricted Development Areas

1.B.2.f. Well Permit Program

1.B.2.f.1. Well Permits Approved

Wells Permits Approved: 3

Number |Number of New Subarea
Landowner of Wells |Irrigated Acres Type of Well County
Malena Farms Middle
1 0 Replacement Livestock |Platte Shell
Inc
Creek
Kenneth Pestal |1 0 Irrigation(Supplemental) | Saunders | Weston
. Lower
Dennis J & 140 Irrigation(New) Platte Newman
Delores Laska
Grove
The total number of approved permits for 2017 is 32
Location of Approved Well Permits for 2017: Correct as of 12/27/2017
County Irrigation - |Irrigation - Stock |Commercial / Municipal Other Total
New Replacement
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1.B.2.g. Well Permits for Livestock Operations

Staft is asking for the Board's direction with regard to how we will be dealing with future
livestock well permit applications. After our meeting with Lincoln Premier Poultry, we
have determined that a four barn poultry operation will annually use approximately the
same amount of water as a 70 acre pivot irrigation system at a rate of 8" acre inches per
year. This would classify any high capacity well for poultry as a class 2 permit. If the
district strictly looks at potential capacity, two 50gpm wells could potentially pump 161
acre feet per year which would require a Class 3 permit.

1.B.2.h. Well Interference Complaints

1.B.2.1. Special Quantity Subareas

1.B.2.j. Lower Platte River Basin Water Management Plan Coalition (LPRBC)

1.B.2.k. Voluntary Integrated Water Management Plan - LPNNRD

A conference call was held with DNR on starting the process of finishing LPN
VIMP. Discussion involved Acre Feet allotment, new map and editing changes.

Tentative timetable is as follows:

January 31 - DNR will be at Water Committee discussing a new Hydrological Connected
Map along with the Acre Feet Split between Surface and Groundwater.

February 28 - Stakeholder/Public Meeting on VIMP

March 28 - Public Hearing on VIMP along with Groundwater Management Plan Rules
and Regulations

April 9 - Board Approval of VIMP and GW R & R.



1.B.2.1. Cost Share Programs

1.B.2.1.1. Flow Meter Cost Share in SQS #2

Since the last Committee, no actual flow meter cost-share has been received but one
individual did convert 2 register to Acre-Inch from Gallons. The conversion is eligible
for $225 per register.

At the June 28, 2017 Water Committee, motion (1) offer cost-share for flow meters to
producers within 2 miles of the SQS #2 Boundary with-in LPNNRD and (2)to offer
cost-share within the SQS #2 area to convert gallons reading registers to acre-inches.
Cost-share for registers conversion will be $225 with producer paying the labor cost.
Deadline for invoices will be by March 1.

At the November 30, 2016 Water Committee, motion was made to fund GWEL
cooperator wells at $1,000 per 8 inch meters ($770 from WSF and $230 from
LPNNRD = $1,000) and at $749 per 6 inch meters ($577 from WSF and $172 from
LPNNRD = $749)

Water Sustainability Fund (WSF)

8 inch meters | XX x 8" meters or XX x $770 = $0
6 inch meters | XX x 6" meters or XX x $577 = $0
WSF Total |$0

So Running Total WSF Grant = $79,459 of $200,000 grant
So Remaining Total of WSF Grant = $120,541

LPNNRD For GWEL Cooperators

8 inch meter 0 x 8" meters or 1 x $230 = $0
6 inch meter 0 x 6" meters or 0 x $172 = $0
Carry over (8 inch meter) |0 x 8" meter or 0 x $230= $0

LPNNRD Total $0




Total For Flow Meter Cost Share Program

WSF & LPNNRD

For approval at September 9, 2017 Board Meeting = $0

1.B.2.m. LPNNRD Operator Certification

489 letters to producers whose certification will expire 4/1/2018

181 letters to producers who certification has already expired

Fifteen of these have contacted LPNNRD that they won’t be re-certifying due to
retirement, moved out of District, no longer farm due to health, death, etc

1.B.2.m.1. 2018 LPNNRD Certification Classes for Nitrogen and Water Management

Class Date & time Location
Thursday, January 4th @ 3:30 p.m.
#1 Fremont - Extension Office
(after Corn Expo)
#2 Pending Schuyler or North Bend
Wednesday, January 17th @ 7:00 p.m.
#3 ENREC (formerly known as ARDC)
[Dryland focus/emphasis]
Tuesday, January 30th @ 9:30 a.m.
#4 Columbus - Ag Park
*Special class at 1:00 p.m. AEM
Thursday, February 5th @ 1:00 p.m.
#5 Butler County Events Center
[Dryland focus/emphasis]
#6 Thursday, February 8th @ 9:30 a.m. Lindsay - Village Office
#7 Pending Schuyler
#38 Tuesday, February 27th @ 9:30 p.m. Columbus - Pinnacle Bank




#9 Wednesday, March 7th @ 9:00 a.m. Fremont - Extension Office

#10 Tuesday, March 13th @ 9:30 a.m. Butler County Events Center
#11 Tuesday, March 20th @ 7:00 p.m. ENREC (ARDC)

Thursday, March 22nd @ 7:00 p.m.
#12 Columbus - Ag Park

*Special class afternoon. AEM

1.B.2.n. Phase Reports

Phase 2 reports received through 12/22/2017

Bellwood - 25 (134 reports received last year)
Richland-Schuyler North - 25 (61 received last year)

Phase 3 reports received through 12/22/2017

Richland-Schuyler - 105 (409 received last year)

Deadline on 12/31/2017 falls on Sunday so will likely be getting reports on 1/2/2018
(next mail day).

1.B.3. CHEMIGATION RULES AND REGULATIONS

A hearing is scheduled for December 27 at 4:30 pm. on updating the prices within
Chemigation Rules and Regulation. Attached with the R & R is a Violation Policy which
will also be presented at the hearing. Approval at the Committee Meeting on both items
will be needed to present to the Board.

1.B.4. LIVESTOCK WASTE PERMITS

The LPNNRD has received # ==== livestock permit applications from DEQ since the last
Water Committee meeting.

I Name I Livestock I Type of Permit I Legal Description I County |




Description of permit application

1.C. GROUND WATER PROGRAMS

1.C.1. DECOMMISSIONED WELL PROGRAM

1.C.1.a. Well Estimates

# new wells has been reviewed and approved for decommissioning since the last
Committee meeting.

Well Owner Type of Well Cost Share Estimate County

1.C.1.b. Plugged Wells

# wells have been plugged, reviewed, and ready for cost share payment approval this
month.




Well Owner

Type of Well

Cost Share Estimate

County

Tom Chapman/Floyd Durkop (Reznicek Farms)

Irrigation x 2

$965.77

Dodge

1.C.2. LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD GROUND WATER STUDIES

1.C.2.a. Eastern Nebraska Water Resources Assessment (ENWRA)

The Lower Platte South would like an approval email from each NRD on the AGF and

DNR draft contracts by January 8, 2018.

1.C.2.b. Lower Platte River Consortium

The LPN obligation to this study was $26,000, which $13,000 was paid in the last fiscal

year. Lower Platte South was hoping to get all of the partners paid in full as soon
possible, so LPN share for this fiscal year is $13,000.

1.C.3. GROUND WATER ENERGY LEVELS

1.C.4. GROUND WATER QUALITY SAMPLING

1.D. OTHER

1.D.1.UTV or ATV

The Water Department budgeted an UTV (ATV) with trailer in the FY 2017-18

budget. The plan is to go through the government contract, which is thru Polaris. If we

can't get the right specs, a RFP will be sent out in January to dealers within the District, so

the Water Committee can review and make recommendation at the January 31 Water

Committee.

1.D.2. GMDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

1.D.3. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC




