
Executive Committtee Meeting
Thursday, March 31, 2016 9:30 AM
Lower Platte North NRD Office
P.O. Box 126
Wahoo, NE 68066 

1. MEETINGS

1.A. Pending

1.A.1. UNL Water Tour

The "Water and Natural Resources Tour" (formerly known as the UNL water 
Tour) is asking for sponsors this year.  Sponsorship will guarantee space for 
participants.  In the past we have had difficulty reserving space as did 
others.  Attached find sponsorship information.
Last month Seier expressed interest in attending and there may be others 
interested.

1.A.2. Water for Food Conference
Any director interested in attending the Water For Food Conference on April 
24-26 please let Jill know.

1.B. Reports
Attached is Mountford's NARD Washington D.C. Conference Report.  

2. MANAGEMENT ITEMS

2.A. Directors Absence

2.B. Bob Weaver

2.B.1. Monthly Conference Call and Update
The monthly Weaver Conference Call will be held Monday, April 4th.  

2.B.2. Monthly Bill

2.C. Monthly Education Program
Two item have been slated for education programs this month, the Inundation Maps 
created by JEO (Part of Hazard Mitigation) and thoughts from Steve Oltmans on our 
manager succession plan.

2.D. Chief Standing Bear Trail

Congressman Jeff Fortenberry is asking for our board's support for the proposed 
Chief Standing Bear National Trail.  Like most National Trails this one is for the 
most part is a virtual trail that will be designated on maps and a web-site.  The 
physical portion of the trail will be markers at significant points or where the trail 
crosses major roadways and areas where there is an existing trail.



The portion of the the virtual trail in LPNNRD is on our west edge in Butler County 
and in the Shell Creek Valley from north of Columbus through Newman Grove and 
north into Antelope County. A complete map is available on the website " 
www.chiefstandingbear.org ".
With the Nebraska 150th Year Centennial set for 2017 the goal is to have this 
federal designation in place in 2016.  Congressman Fortenberry is leading the effort 
in the House and is asking for Senator Fischer to take ownership in the 
Senate.  Fortenberry is asking for a letter of support from each NRD that the 
virtual  trail passes though. 

3. EQUIPMENT

4. PERSONNEL

4.A. Update on O'Reilly Status
With doctor approval Mitch O'Reilly returned to work on March 21 at a maximum 
of four hours per day (see attachment).  The Executive Committee directed that staff 
be complemented on their assistance to Mitch from donated hours.

4.B. Identity Theft

In February some employees began receiving IRS notices that an attempt to file their 
taxes had been made from a suspicious source. Currently 15 of our 18 employees 
have received this notice or were informed of this when filing their federal income 
taxes.
We use a firm to produce our W-2 forms called Greenshades. Subsequent 
investigation has revealed problems with many companies who use 
Greenshades.  Greenshades is denying any problem on their end although evidence 
shows that this denial is questionable.  Greenshades had a data breach last year that 
could account for the problem plus their former security might not have protected as 
it should have.
The old system has employees log in with their last name and social security number 
for access to their W-2, thus if a hacker has these two items they could see and copy 
individual W-2s. Greenshades recently changed their log in system that requires a 
log in and then access is granted through a return email to a company email account.
Thompson could not find any time that our security was breached from external 
attempts and feels the problem originated from another source.
Employees have been encouraged to work with the IRS, file a police report, place an 
alert on their credit report and set a personal password on Greenshades.
We have worked with HBE and followed their recommendations to protect our 
employees.  They also recommend employees purchase Identity Theft Insurance and 
have said several companies with this problem are reimbursing their employees for 
upto one year of protection.  Their recommendation is for Zander Insurance 
Company who has an individual policy for $75 per year. We should consider this for 
our employees.
The fall out from this is time and concern by our employees and fear of what the 
future may hold.



Management is concerned that if the problem is with Greenshades there is also some 
exposure to our directors.  The dollars listed on our directors W-2s is small enough 
that filing with IRS is not very likely, but there could be exposure to director names 
and social security numbers.
A good recommendation would be to allow employees and directors to purchase 
Identity Theft Insurance on their own from any source and reimburse them up to $75 
upon proof of purchase.  The cost to the district for 18 employees would be $1,350 
and the cost for 19 directors would be $1,425.

4.C. Salary Review
The RFP for our Salary Review is out with proposals due on April 5.  The goal is to 
have a firm selected to approve at Board Meeting on April 11.

5. FINANCE

5.A. Approval of Financial Reports

5.B. Approval of Managers Time and Expense Sheets

5.C. Accounts over 90 Days



 
 

 
PO Box 886204 • Lincoln, NE 68588-6204 

PH 402.472.3305  
 

 
 
 

 
2016 Summer Water and Natural Resources 

 Tour Sponsorship Contract 
for 

Lower Platte North NRD 
 
 
For this sponsorship the Nebraska Water Center asks that the Lower Platte North NRD donate at 
one of the following levels for the 2016 Water and Natural Resources Tour, June 14-16 as a 
corporate sponsor. 
 
$3,000/Platinum  $2,000/Gold  $1,200/Silver   $500/Bronze 
 *see attached sponsorship details for explanations of benefits to corresponding sponsorship levels 
 
Lower Platte North NRD agrees to be a Sponsor of the 2016 Summer Water and Natural 
Resources Tour with a sponsorship of $______________ at the _________ level. 
 
 
_____________________________________ _________________ 
Lower Platte North NRD   Date 
Representative’s Signature  
 
Payment via check to: 

Central Nebraska Public and Power & Irrigation District 
 
 
 

Please return signed agreement and payment to:  
Holly Rahmann 

CNPPID 
415 Lincoln Street, Holdrege, NE  68949 

PH 308.995.8601   
Thank you! 



$500

Bronze level sponsorship includes:

$100 discount on 1 seat
Recognition in all promotional materials and news releases

$1,200

Silver level sponsorship includes:

$200 per seat discount on up to 2 seats
Recognition in all promotional materials and news releases

$2,000

Gold level sponsorship includes:
1 free tour seat

$150 per seat discount on up to 2 additional seats
Recognition in all promotional materials and news releases

Platinum level sponsorship includes:

$3,000

2 free tour seats
$150 per seat discount on up to 2 additional seats

Recognition in all promotional materials and news releases

2016 Water & Natural Resources Tour 
Sponsorship Details
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NARD WASHINGTON, D.C. CONFERENCE 
March 14 - 16, 2016 

Report by Tom Mountford 
 

 I accompanied John Miyoshi and Directors John Hannah and Joe Birkel at this   
event which was very informative.  On Monday afternoon, I toured the Bull Run/ 
Manassas Civil War Battlefield where two major battles occurred, one in 1861 and then 
another in 1862, which was excellent.  At the Tuesday luncheon, Jeremy Peters, National 
Association of Conservation Districts CEO and Lee McDaniel, NACD President spoke to 
the group about NACD focus and efforts.   

  

Monday, March 14: 
 
1.  WATER ISSUES: Kris Polly, Water Strategies, LLC 

Kris Polly and Valentina Valenta covered updates on the Forest Service Ground 
Water Management Proposal, the Clean Water Act (CWA), the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) and the Army Corps of Engineers.  As we well know, the 
CWA’s rule change and new definition of “Waters of the United States” has been 
challenged in multiple federal courts after it became effective on August 28, 2015.  The 
U.S.  Court of Appeals for the Six Circuit placed a nationwide stay on the rule on October 
9, 2015.  This stay was affirmed on February 22, 2016, by a three-judge panel of the Sixth 
Circuit.   

The Forest Service’s Ground Water Management Proposal to allow the Service to 
control ground water on their lands and also adjacent lands was also mentioned.  This is 
concerning because Nebraska is adjacent to the Forest Service’s lands in Colorado.  No 
action is occurring to move this rule forward at this time.  

Valentina Valenta spoke on several topics including the potential for a 2016 
WRDA bill where both the House and Senate are working on their versions.  As you 
recall, WRDA funding helped with our Sand Creek Environmental Enhancement Project 
and we will be looking at a future WRDA to help with the Fremont Levee Project.  She 
also spoke about the 2014 Water Infrastructure Financing and Innovation Act pilot 
program which would provide loans for EPA drinking water and wastewater projects and 
USACE water resource projects. The FY 2017 President’s budget seeks $15 million for 
EPA to begin making loans, but no funds were requested for USACE implementation.  
2.  US ARMY CORP (USACE) UPDATE: Jack Jurentkuff & Bob Weaver  
 Jurentkuff and Weaver gave an overview of the FY 2017 Civil Works Program and 
Budget.  The President’s budget calls for $4.6 billion in gross discretionary funding for 
Civil Works Programs which is down from almost $6 billion in FY 2016. USACE 
programs provide coastal and inland navigation channels; outdoor recreation projects 
(#1 federal recreation project provider); flood projects (12,700 miles of Levees); and 137 
Environmental Restoration Projects.   
3.  NATIONAL CORN GROWERS UPDATE:  John Doggett 
 John Doggett, NCG Executive Vice President, gave another talk about the “harsh 
realities” of the political landscape in Washington D.C.  He outlined how politics have 
moved toward more conservatism and have left less numbers of individuals who 
represent agriculture.   He emphasized the importance of encouraging our Ag youth to 
focus their careers toward the Forest Service, EPA and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
etc., to help shape future environmental directions.  He said while extremists continue to 
attack farmers, most Americans still believe in farmers and their vital role.     
4.  GROUND WATER QUALITY FACTORS AFFECTING NEBRASKA: Chuck 
Job, National Ground Water Association 
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 Of Nebraska’s 49.2 million acres, about 19.5 million acres are cropland of which 
8.3 million acres are irrigated.  In Nebraska, there are approximately 96,000 irrigation 
wells, 27,600 domestic wells, 18,000 livestock wells and just over 3,000 public supply 
wells.  In the United States, there is a total of almost 427,000 irrigation wells of which 
over 22% are in Nebraska.  He presented recent and proposed EPA actions that affect or 
could affect public water systems and drinking water. He said that about 20% of 
Nebraska’s water systems were not meeting standards.  EPA is not including drinking 
water in WOTUS, but the new Coliform Rule will be implemented by April 1, 2016. 
5.  TOUR OF CIVIL WAR BATTLE FIELD BULL RUN/MANASSAS 
 As mentioned, on Monday afternoon, several of the group toured the Bull Run (as 
named by the Union)/Manassas (as named by the Confederacy) Civil War Battlefield 
where two major battles occurred, one in 1861 and then another in 1862.  While we 
learned details of both battles won by the Confederacy, our primary presentation and 
tour focused on the second battle which was a much larger engagement than the first.  
We stood on the actual battle lines of an August 28, 1962, skirmish that took place at 
Brawner Farm.  About a third of the 7,000 troops involved in this encounter were 
casualties. In total, the second Bull Run/Manassas battle involved 62,000 Union soldiers 
(14,000 casualties) against 50,000 Confederates (8,000 casualties).  This was a major 
victory for Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson that kept the Confederate hopes for total 
victory alive.  We then had dinner at a 1875 church in Manassas that was converted to a 
restaurant in 1975.  It was interesting to see a bar located in the former church basement 
(maybe that is an idea for all churches to increase attendance).  
 

Tuesday, March 15: 
6.  NRCS NEBRASKA UPDATE: Craig Derickson and Kevin Wickey 
 Nebraska State Conservationist Derickson said that our State ranks 6th or 7th in 
nationwide Farm Bill Program activity.  There is $18 - $20 million of EQIP funds 
awarded in Nebraska each year, with about five times more applications received then 
can be funded.  It was encouraging to hear that it may be easier to receive USACE 404 
permits to build small farm ponds then it has been in the past. Kevin Wickey, Regional 
Conservationist, spoke on NRCS’s big focus on promoting and implementing soil health 
programs.  
7.  DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR UPDATE: Jennifer Gimbel 
 Gimbel, Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, talked about Obama’s 2013 
Climate Action Plan intended to get Federal agencies working together.  She talked about 
an available Drought Response Program which has approved $5.1 million for 23 climatic 
change projects (no application were received from Nebraska). Next issues will be for the 
Dept. of Interior to work within Nebraska’s Integrated Management Plans that are being 
developed. She said that the USGS has 24 climate change studies underway in the U.S. of 
which two are in Nebraska (Niobrara and Republican River Basins) to identify water 
supply and demand and how climatic change may have effects.  
8.  NRCS NATIONAL UPDATE: Tom Christensen  
Christensen, Associate Chief for Operations, spoke about NRCS Chef Jason Weller’s 
priorities that focuses on strengthening and modernizing conservation delivery to their 
customers and their new administrative model to help get things accomplished.  He 
spoke about the “Client Gateway” effort to allow producers to use on-line technology for 
such things as completing program applications, signing documents, reporting 
completed practices and reviewing conservation payments.  
9. AMERICAN FARM BUREAU: Dale Moore  
 Dale, FB Executive Director of Public Policy, said that while there are 2 million 
farmers in the U.S., there are a total of 5.8 million Farm Bureau members.  Their focus 
for 2016 is on food security and safety, economic sustainability, regulatory reform, 
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technology, and trade.  He was especially concerned on how the EPA has looked for ways 
to go way above and beyond the intent of environmental laws passed by Congress.  
10. SUPPLY CHAIN SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGIES FOR U.S. FOOD & 
AGRICULTURE: Rod Snyder, President, Field to Market 
 Snyder reminded us that the world population is projected to be 9.6 billion by 
2050.  This compares to 3 billion people in 1960 and 6.8 billion in 2010. With 50 – 70% 
population growth expected by 2050 many challenges will occur as 70% of fresh water 
and 37% of land use is currently being used for agriculture.  About 75 - 80% of consumers 
want more food safety and better product information.  About 60% of consumers age 30 
and younger are willing to pay more for sustainable food products. Coke-a-cola has a goal 
to reduce greenhouse gases by 2020 and General Mills has a 28% reduction goal by 2025.  
 Their “field to market” goal is to define, measure and advance food sustainability.  
The principles are to engage food supply chain and producers; focus on commodity 
crops; science based outcomes; technology neutrality; commitment to grower privacy; 
emphasis on continuous improvement; measure broad based trends and field scale 
outcomes. The goal is to engage 50 million acres by 2020.  Their web site is 
www.fieldtomarket.org 
11. EPA ISSUES: Joseph Stanko, Hunton & Williams & Blake 
 Stanko spoke about EPA’s focus on power plants and the Supreme Court’s “stay” 
(5 to 4 vote) on Green House Gas emission requirements.  The new requirements were 
opposed by 28 states.  A final Supreme Court decision is expected in 2018.  He also spoke 
on EPA’s new stricter ozone standard (70 parts per billion) that is to be implemented by 
2025.  There are judicial challenges on this new standard as well. 
12. INTERSTATE COUNCIL ON WATER POLICY: Peter Evans, Water Policy 
Advisor 
 Evans gave an overview of the ICWP and its mission which is “Enhance the 
stewardship of the nation’s water resources”.  ICWP provides: 1. A national forum for the 
evaluation of policy issues and development of solutions; 2. Serves as the national policy 
voice for the state and interstate water resource managers; 3. Provide leadership in the 
promotion and implementation of national policies that support integrated water 
resource planning and management; and 4. Provide opportunities to engage federal 
agencies and Congressional leaders. There are twelve State members (including 
Nebraska), along with several interstate basin organizations and affiliate members.  One 
of ICWP’s major areas of focus is supporting full implementation of the National Stream 
gauge Network (USGS) which is the backbone for water data collection and decision 
making. While increased funding has improved, about 25% of the gauges remain 
unfunded and 70% of existing gauges are funded through “patchwork” of various agency 
budgets.  
********************************************************************************** 

 
“There is no virtue in planning merely for the sake 

of planning. Unless plans can be translated into 
action, planning becomes a profitless mental 

exercise.” – Hugh Hammond Bennett (Father of 
the Soil Conservation Service) – 1939 

 
(Quote mentioned by Tom Christenson’s, NRCS, presentation) 

http://www.fieldtomarket.org/


ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEDGED & CONFIDENTIAL 

 

KELLY & WEAVER 
A Professional Corporation 

1025 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Suite 1000 

Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 215-6680 

weaver@kellyweaver.com 

 
To: Glenn Johnson, John Miyoshi, John Winkler, Marlin Petermann, 

Paul Zillig, Tom Mountford, and Meghan Sittler  
 
From:  Bob Weaver 
 
Subject: Washington Report for March 2016 
 
Date:  April 4, 2016  
            

 
1. Congressional Legislation & Appropriations, Federal Agency, 

Other Washington Developments       
 

a. As previously reported, the FY 2017 Presidential budget for the Corps of 
Engineers is higher than in previous fiscal year request.  Congress is 
usually partial to appropriation funding for the Corps.  Appropriation 
hearings are proceeding in the House and Senate.  
 

b. House and Senate committee staff work is proceeding on development of a 
new Water Resources Reform and Development Act for 2016.  As with 
most WRRDA’s, both Chambers will seek to include as many projects as 
possible, particularly those with completed reports prepared by the Corps 
and submitted as Chief of Engineers Reports through the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.   
 

c. Projects supported by Members of Congress and Senators receive strong 
attention by the Corps and the ASA particularly if they were prepared by 
the Corps and project sponsors using the Corps guidance for Feasibility 
Studies.   
 

d. The Administration is continuing preparation of the Corps’ FY 2018 
Budget due for completion at the end of 2016. 
 

e. Both the House and Senate committees with jurisdiction over the Corps 
will report new, WRRDA 2016 legislation sometime during the balance of 
this calendar year and will include projects to enable sufficient number of 
favorable votes in both chambers. 

 
 
 

mailto:weaver@kellyweaver.com
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2. March 2016 Actions for the LPRNRDs  
 

a. Arranged for and participated in Washington meetings with the Nebraska 
delegation and worked on meetings with the Corps including a brief 
meeting with Let Mon Lee, an assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Civil Works and knowledgeable of Lower Platte NRD projects 
and priorities. 

b. Continued preparation of project reports and suggestions. 
c. Reviewed Corps of Engineers reports on water resource planning. 
d. Prepared reports on Washington developments to the LPRNRDs. 
e. Monitored reports on water resource planning and development. 
f. Conferred with LPRNRD management. 
g. Reviewed reports on potential federal funding opportunities for the 

LPRNRDs. 
  
 

3. April 2016 Planned and Potential Actions 
 

a. Continue to explore funding opportunities for the LPR NRDs. 
b. Monitor Congressional and Corps developments on preparation of a new 

Water Resources Development Act for 2016. 
c. Monitor the FY 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations process in the 

House and Senate. 
d. Monitor and report on Corps feasibility study process. 
e. Continue preparation of information to support new WRRDA project 

requests for the LPR NRDS.  
f. Prepare draft followup correspondence for the Nebraska delegation on 

WRRDA provisions to increase Section 205 Continuing Authorities 
Projects. 

g. Prepare reports to, and confer with, LPR NRD management.  
h. Continue to monitor and report on the Administration’s Federal Flood 

Risk Management Standard (“FFRMS”) under the National Flood 
Insurance Program. 

























































LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OVER 90 DAYS

AS OF 3/31/16

DESCRIPTION CUSTOMER NAME AMOUNT

7 UPSTREAM SITES

USACE 1,943,622.98$   

  7 UPSTREAM SITES TOTAL 1,943,622.98$   

NAWMDN CUSTOMER SALES

WATERMARK SENSORS 49.50$                

  NAWMDN CUSTOMER TOTAL 49.50$                Billed monthly

NET LOCAL

SAND/DUCK 319 9,936.96$           

  NET LOCAL TOTAL 9,936.96$           Billed quarterly

STATE OF NE DEQ

WAHOO CREEK 319 25,200.49$         

COTTONWOOD CREEK 319 5,199.88$           

  DEQ TOTAL 30,400.37$         Billed quarterly

WANAHOO

USACE 3,596,139.43$   

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 935,926.65$      

NEBRASKA GAME & PARKS- ENTRANCE PAVING 60,643.20$         

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 45,765.53$         

  WANAHOO TOTAL 4,638,474.81$   

GRAND TOTAL 6,622,484.62$   

Settle at the end of the project

Settle at the end of the project

Receive quarterly payments

Settle at the end of project

Settle at the end of project
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