
Regular Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, March 10, 2016 6:00 PM
Lower Platte North NRD Office
P.O. Box 126
Wahoo, NE 68066 

1. Call to Order
 
NOTE: The agenda is on file at the LPNNRD office and may be changed up to 24 
hours prior to the meeting as scheduled. 
 
1.A. Meeting Notice

1.B. Inform Public on Location of Copy of “Open Meeting Act”

1.C. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call

2.A. Introductions

3. Approval of Agenda

4. Comments - Advisors/Guests

4.A. Guest Comments

4.B. NRCS Report

4.C. NARD Report

4.D. NRC Report

4.E.Managers Report

4.F.Education Program
Dr. Richard Ferguson and his UNL staff will give an update on the Project Sense 
Program.  This is the Nitrogen application program that Joe Birkel and Matt Bailey 
participated in last summer and are committed to again for the next two 
summers.  LPNNRD along with four other NRDs are helping to sponsor this 
program.

5. Approval of Minutes



6. Report of Standing Committees

6.A. Executive Committee - Action as Required

6.A.1. MEETINGS

6.A.1.a. Pending

6.A.1.a.1. UNL Water Tour

June 14-16 are the dates for this year’s Water and Natural Resources 
Tour to Colorado’s South Platte River basin.
The tour will key on many South Platte basin and Denver metro area 
issues that effect not only Colorado water use, but downstream water 
availability and use in Nebraska.
Registration will begin May 1st and will fill up fast.  Please let Breunig 
know if you are interested. 

6.A.1.a.2. Water For Food Conference
The UNL Water for Food Conference is scheduled for April 24-26 in 
Lincoln.  The conference site is at the new UNL Innovation Campus 
(former state fair grounds) with detailed information attached.  Early 
registration that is made prior to March 18 will save us $100. Please let 
Jill know if you are interested in attending.

6.A.1.b. March Board Meeting
Just a reminder that our Board Meeting for March has been moved to 
Thursday, March 10 beginning at 6:00 p.m.

6.A.2. MANAGEMENT ITEMS

6.A.2.a. Directors Absence
Attached find Director Pollard, Saalfed and Meduna's excuse of absence 
from the February Board Meeting.  

6.A.2.b. Bob Weaver

6.A.2.b.1. Monthly Conference Call and Update
The monthly Weaver Conference Call was held on March 7.  See 
Weavers attached report.

6.A.2.b.2. Monthly Bill

6.A.2.c. Monthly Education Program
Dr. Richard Ferguson and his UNL staff will give an update on the Project 
Sense Program.  This is the Nitrogen application program that Joe Birkel 
and Matt Bailey participated in last summer and are committed to again for 
the next two summers.  LPNNRD along with four other NRDs are helping 
to sponsor this program.

6.A.2.d. LB 876 Passed by Legislature
LB 876 was approved by the Nebraska Legislature last week.  This is the 



bill that will allow all units of government to vote electronically.  This idea 
came from our board, was endorsed and forwarded by NARD, sponsored by 
Senator Jerry Johnson, was expanded by the Government Committee to 
include all units of government, passed by the legislature and now awaits 
signature from Governor Ricketts.

6.A.2.e. Nominating Committee Policy
Last month a proposed policy for operation of the LPNNRD Officer 
Nominating Committee was prepared and sent to the full board for their 
comments.  Discussion occurred and the Executive Committee amended the 
proposed policy by changing membership from "...all past board 
chairpersons..." to "...the immediate past five (5) board chairpersons ...".

6.A.2.f. Discussion with Steve Oltmans

At board retreat it was asked to place on the next Executive Committee a 
discussion on inviting Steve Oltmans to a board meeting to discuss our 
manager succession plan. Visiting with Steve he is willing to share his 
thoughts with the board if you so wish. He would lean more toward hiring a 
search firm.
The Executive Committee asked that Steve be invited to the April Board 
Meeting.

6.A.2.g. March Board Meetings

Another item from our Director's Retreat was to have discussion on 
permanently changing the starting time of our March Board meeting from 
it's current 6:00 p.m. start to 1:30 p.m.  If this change is made it could not go 
into effect until 2017.
By motion the committee is recommending that the March meeting begin at 
1:30 and asked that Mark Seier be contacted about beginning the November 
meeting at an earlier time.

6.A.2.h. Game and Parks Letter
Attached find a letter from Game and Parks with their concern on the 
placement of the car on ice at Lake Wanahoo.  Their concern is the 
precedence this sets, safety and communication. This item was discussed at 
our annual Lake Wanahoo SRA Meeting on February 19. G & P would 
rather see some type of constructed item used that would remain in the lake 
after sinking and serve as permanent fish habitat.

6.A.2.i. Addendum to Agreement - Wahoo Sign
We previously approved an agreement with the City of Wahoo for 
placement of Sign on LPNNRD property, the Wahoo Arrow on Lake 
Wahaooo Property. The City/Chamber of Commerce is asking that we let 
them tie electricity from our shed to light the sign. The City will reimburse 
the NRD for the electricity uses.  The LED lights pull 8 watts maximum 
total usage.

6.A.2.j. 2016 Election
Attached find a list of candidates that have filed for a position on our Board.



6.A.2.k. Lickteig Property
Cindy Ourada asked that she and her attorney be given time on the agenda 
to address the board.

6.A.3. EQUIPMENT

6.A.4. PERSONNEL

6.A.4.a. Platte County NRCS Clerk
Lower Loup NRD has filled the Platte County NRCS Clerk position with 
Jerri Rosno who began in early February.

6.A.4.b. Mitch O'Reilly Leave Time

Last month the board allowed staff to donate up to 20 hour each to assist O 
& M Technician Mitch O'Reilly during his recovery time.  This time is to be 
paid out to Mitch at 60% of his normal salary.  205 hours were donated that 
will carry Mitch until March 9.  Our Long Term Disability insurance kicks 
in on March 27.  
Mitch has received doctor clearance to return to work up to 4 hours per day 
with restrictions.  The restrictions are that he not be on his feet more than 
one to two hours per day, that there be no lifting, pushing, pulling or 
carrying in excess of 10 pounds.  With these restrictions he cannot preform 
the duties we hire him for.  Even getting on and off of machinery would be 
dangerous for him in his current condition.  We will continue to work with 
him on a week to week basis. He fully intends to return to work full time as 
soon as possible and be ready for tree planting season.
A few staff members would like to donate additional leave time to get Mitch 
closer to the March 26 date.  Discussion can occur.

6.A.5. FINANCE

6.A.5.a. Approval of Financial Reports
Attached are the December and January Financial Statements. 

6.A.5.b. Approval of Managers Time and Expense Sheets

6.A.5.c. Accounts over 90 Days

6.B. Education, Operations & Rural Water Systems Committee - Action as Required

6.B.1. WILD NE/CREP REPORT
There are no CREP payments and other activities.

6.B.2. OPERATION & MAINTENANCE & OTHER ITEMS

6.B.2.a. O & M Crew
Staff spent time cutting a large patch of volunteer trees on the Wanahoo 
SRA behind the shower building.  Also, cut out pines from the nursery and 
placed them in bundles on the Wanahoo ice. Worked with an area contractor 
to grade the SRA roads and add rock. 



6.B.2.b. Lake Wanahoo Fishery
The Nebraska Game & Parks Commission Fisheries Division will be 
sampling Northern Pike March 3rd - 10th (this includes the weekend), if 
you would like to volunteer to help please notify NRD staff.

6.B.2.c. Lake Wanahoo SRA

6.B.2.c.1. Playground Proposals
The Committee listened to playground proposals from Crouch 
Recreation, Creative Sites, Sterling West and Outdoor Recreation for 
equipment on the Wanahoo SRA immediately following the committee 
meeting.  The following staff and Directors (Heimann, Mountford, 
Murren, TePoel, Sabatka, McDermott, Veskerna, Clausen, 
Hagerbaumer) looked at  nine different playground sites from all four 
companies.  A.motion to approve purchase from one of the vendors is 
anticipated at the 3-10-16 board meeting.

6.B.2.c.2. RV Dump Station
JEO has revised their RV Dump Station proposal/estimate for design, 
specifications and to develop a bid proposal package.  This Scope of 
Services is now $25,920.  We have eliminated the fish cleaning station 
at this time as Game & Parks is currently re-designing their fish 
cleaning stations. (See attached)

6.B.2.c.3. Game and Parks Budget

The annual finance/budget meeting was held February 19th between the 
NRD and NE Game & Parks. Topics included Expenses to both 
agencies, proposed budget, 2016 Park Superintendent and staff, 
adjustment to the work season, new equipment, park improvements and 
whether to allow ATV's on the ice.
After reviewing the Operating Budget of 2015 it looks as though the 
NRD will reimburse the Game & Parks $2,113.27.  NRD staff is 
waiting on some explanations to some expenses or differences between 
two expense sheets. (G & P operating budget attached)
 

6.B.2.d. Eagle Scout Proposal at Lake Wanahoo

Max Hohn has presented an Eagle Scout Project for Lake Wanahoo 
(attached). The project is to purchase 6 vinyl park benches, assemble, place 
them on the Lake Wanahoo area anchored to concrete.  The cost to the 
District for materials is $1,103.61.
The committee and staff questioned if the proposed benches are study 
enough to meet our needs.  Staff will work with Hohn to see if a more 
robust bench can be used (may want to use the same bench as is used in our 
playground RFP).

6.B.2.e. District Park Regulations
Staff has reviewed our District Park Regulations and made changes where 
necessary.  Last month waterfowl hunting was approved for Czechland and 



Homestead Lakes.  The proposed changes will be emailed to all Directors 
and for approval in April.

6.B.3. ROCK AND JETTY
Nothing to report.

6.B.4. EROSION & SEDIMENT RULES & REGULATIONS

6.B.5. INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

6.B.5.a. Information

6.B.5.a.1. Radio & eAds
The KTIC radio ad and Wahoo Newspaper online eAd will focus on 
tree orders.  Both ads will run through March.

6.B.5.a.2. 2016 County Fairs

We have received the exhibitor application/contract for the 2016 Platte 
County Fair.  The booth cost is $220.  Platte Co. Fair is July 6-10th.
Other County Fairs that LPNNRD has had a booth present at in the past:

• Boone County: July 9th-13th
• Butler County: July 19th-24th
• Colfax County: July 21st-24th
• Saunders County: July 24th-31st

Other counties to consider for 2016:
• Madison County: July 12th-17th
• Dodge County: August 4th-7th

We are looking to attend the same five fairs again, but Colfax and 
Butler County Fairs do overlap.  We will look into Madison & Dodge 
Counties.

6.B.5.a.3. Long Range Plan-Fiscal Year 2016
The Long Range Plan has been completed with staff contributions for 
fiscal year 2016.  The full plan can be viewed in the attachments.  

6.B.5.b. Education

6.B.5.b.1. Fertig Prairie acquisition project

The Wachiska Audubon Society would like to ask LPNNRD to consider 
making a grant towards their organization that would allow for the 
purchase of the Fertig Prairie near Richland, NE.   This high quality 
native prairie will be managed for education opportunities and be open 
for school use and visits by the general public. Please refer to the 
attachments for more information on the project.
 
Tim Knott from the Wachiska Audubon Conservation Committee is 
present to further discuss the project.



6.B.5.b.2. Project WILD & Aquatic WILD
Desirae TePoel attended a Game & Parks workshop and is now trained 
and certified to lead Project WILD and Aquatic WILD activities.

6.B.5.b.3. Lower Platte South-Test Your Well Night
Bret Schomer and Desirae TePoel attended Lower Platte South's Test 
Your Well Night at Ashland-Greenwood High School.  This was their 
largest Test Your Well event with approximately 80 attendees and over 
100 water samples.  Lower Platte South worked with the Ashland FFA 
chapter and the students actually did the water testing for the public. 
Many of the attendees who brought samples were from our district.  We 
are looking into the possibility of developing a similar event for 
education in our district.

6.B.5.c. Computer

6.B.6. RURAL WATER SYSTEMS

Karen and I have been busy with our new billing software.  We are inputting 
customer data and rates and are in the process of running a mirror report with 
our current software looking for issues...have found several and will be working 
in the next few days to correct.
New trencher attachment is to be in later this week or early next week.
Air relief valves on both systems will be inspected in March and April.
 
6.B.6.a. Colon System

Samples were taken and meters were read for the month.
We will be replacing two radio readers on the system in March
We will be repairing a sunken valve this month on the line to Colon
 

6.B.6.b. Bruno System

Samples were taken and meters read for the month.
New 6-8" meter rate ($500.00/month) will be taking affect in April.
 

6.B.6.c. Other

6.C. Water Committee - Action as Required

6.C.1. REGULATORY

6.C.1.a. GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA

Recently we had a inquiry from John Wotipka's lawyer asking whether or 
not Mr. Wotipka had to refile his variance request.  We replied no that it 
still was on file.  We have discussed this several times during the Water 
Committee but staff can find no record that a motion was passed to this 



effect for all un-approved variance requests. A motion is needed to formally 
approve the system we have used for the past three years.
6.C.1.a.1. Well Permit Program

6.C.1.a.1.A. Well Permits Approved

Wells Permits Approved: 0

 
The total number of approved permits for 2016 is 1
Location of Approved Well Permits for 2016:  Correct as of 
3/2/2016

 
 
 

6.C.1.a.1.B. Fremont Family YMCA Dewatering Well

The Fremont Family YMCA has applied for a new dewatering well 
in the NE 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 24-17-8E Fremont Subarea, Dodge 
County. The well will be used for initial construction and on a 
permanent basis when the draining the pool. The water will be 
discharged into the storm drain.  Currently the well permit is 

Landowner Number of Wells Number of New Irrigated Acres Type of Well County Subarea
      

County Irrigation - New Irrigation - Replacement Stock Commercial Municipal Other Total
Butler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Colfax 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dodge 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Boone 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Madison 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Platte 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Saunders 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Total 1 0 0 0 0 0 1



incomplete, such as the gallons per minute that the well would 
pump is not listed on the permit.
This may be reviewed again at the Board meeting if the permit has 
been completed by that time.

6.C.1.a.2. Special Quantity Subareas

6.C.1.a.2.A. Butler - Saunders SQS (SQS #1)

Angle has developed a calculation spreadsheet in Excel software 
that looks at the water used in previous years to figure next year's 
allocations and to work with their individual flow meter reading.  In 
SQS #1 the breakdown is as follows:
Total number of wells = 30
Number of wells with no meters = 5 (Producers signed a pledge in 
2015 that they would not use the well until a meter is installed.  One 
well has no pump.)
Number of wells with meters = 25 (meter in acre inches = 16 / 
meter in gallons = 9)
Acre inches used in 2015:

• Range = 0.0 to 5.02 acre inches (7 of these wells with 
meters, were not used)

• Average = 1.11 acre inches
An individual water use report will be sent to each well owner in 
this SQS area showing past water use and their remaining 
allocation.  Rolling allocation is 27 acre inches over a three year 
period.
 

6.C.1.a.2.B. Platte - Colfax SQS (SQS #2)

 
Platte - Colfax SQS 

• Two of the three informational classes for this area have 
been held.  The last scheduled class is Tuesday, March 29, 
2016, at 3:00 p.m. (prior to evening NRD certification 
class).  It too will be held at Ag Park, Columbus.

• 92 landowners/producers attended the first class on 
Thursday, January 14, 2016.  One director was present at 
this class.

• 49 landowners/producers attended the second class on 
Thursday, February 11, 2016.  One director was present at 
this class.

293 letters were mailed to producers, landowners, and tenants 
(mailing address information from the Acres Certification 
database).
 



6.C.1.a.3. Lower Platte River Basin Water Management Plan 
Coalition (LPRBC)

No new update
 

6.C.1.a.4. Voluntary Integrated Water Management Plan - LENRD 
and LPNNRD

Angle met with Amy Zoller of DNR on February 25th to review the 
Goals and Objectives of our V-IMP.  After these are approved we plan 
to take these back to the Stakeholders Comm.
The draft version for the V-IMP Plan is attached.  Water Committee 
members urge all Board members to read/review the V-IMP plan.
 

6.C.1.a.5. Cost Share Programs

6.C.1.a.6. Bellwood Phase 2 Area

2016 is the fourteenth year for this Phase 2 Area.  This area was 
reduced from 32 sections to 21 sections in 2015 - to be in compliance 
with Section G Ground Water Quality Management Area - Phase 
Two Rule 1 Phase Two Criteria.
133 reports for the 2015 crop year have now been received.  Four 
completed fertilizer reports have still not been received and the deadline 
was December 31, 2015.

• W½SW¼, Section 8-T16N-R1E            Steve Semin (certified 
letter sent)

• NE¼, Section 21-T16N-R1E                 Gary Kreikemeier 
(certified letter sent)

• NW¼, Section 22-T16N-R1E                Gary Kreikemeier 
(certified letter sent)

• NE¼, Section 22-T16N-R1E                 Steve Semin (certified 
letter sent)

Two reports have not yet been received from Steve Semin.  Semin was 
the last one to submit his reports for the 2014 crop year.  The U S Postal 
Service has attempted to deliver the certified letter to Steve Semin.  If 
he hasn’t signed for it by March 8, 2016, it will be returned to sender 
(LPNNRD).  Steve Semin called Oaklund on March 2nd at noon and 
indicated that he had now signed for the certified letter. 
A signed certified receipt card has been received from 
Kreikemeier.  Incomplete reports for his two tracts listed above were 
received in the mail on Monday, February 29, 2016.  Oaklund spoke 
with Kreikemeier on the phone on Monday February 29th.  Kreikemeier 
contacted a Director from the Bellwood area and the Director called 
Oaklund regarding this matter.



Steve Semin and Gary Kreikemeier are habitually late on turning in 
their fertilizer reports.

6.C.1.a.7. Richland - Schuyler Phase 3 Area

2016 is the first year of this Phase 3 Area (to be in compliance with 
Section H Ground Water Quality Management Area - Phase Three 
Rule 1 Phase Three Criteria).  This Phase 3 area went into effect 
September 1, 2015.  The 55 sections of this area first went into a Phase 
2 Area in 2004.
407 reports for the 2015 crop year have now been received.  22 reports 
were received from Dan Zoucha on February 24th.

6.C.1.a.8. Richland - Schuyler Phase 2 Area

On September 1, 2015, the ten sections immediately north of the Phase 
3 area became a Phase 2 Area.  These sections are:  Township 18 North, 
Range 2 East, sections 31 to 36; Township 18 North, Range 3 East, 
sections 31 to 34.  Soil samples and water samples are required for 
2016.
 

6.C.1.a.9. LPNNRD Certification

6.C.1.a.9.A. LPNNRD Operator Certification Classes

Four on-line test requests have been made since the last committee 
meeting (one of these requests was yesterday March 1st), but no on-
line tests were completed.  
Half of the twelve scheduled classes have been completed.  Two 
classes are scheduled for later this week.
C
l
a
s
s

Date & time Location Attendance First-time

# 
1

Thursday, January 
7th @ 3:00 p.m.
(after Corn Expo)

Fremont - 
Christensen Field

30 3

# 
2

Thursday, January 
14th @ 1:30 p.m.

Columbus - 
Ag Park

32 4

# 
3

Friday, January 
29th @ 1:30 p.m.

ARDC - Mead 14 2

     
# 
4

Thursday, February 
18th @ 1:30 p.m.

David City – 
Frontier CO-OP

12 1

# 
5

Friday, February 
19th @ 9:30 a.m.

Lindsay - 
Village Office

21 2



# 
6

Monday, February 
22nd @ 9:30 a.m.

Schuyler – 
St Benedict Center

10 1

     
# 
7

Thursday, March 
3rd @ 9:30 a.m.

Columbus –
Pinnacle Bank

  

# 
8

Friday, March 4th 
@ 1:30 p.m.

Fremont -
Extension Office

  

# 
9

Wednesday, March 
9th @ 1:30 p.m.

David City -
Hruska Library

  

# 
1
0

Tuesday, March 
22nd @ 9:30 a.m.

David City – 
Frontier CO-OP

  

# 
1
1

Thursday, March 
24th @ 7:00 p.m.

ARDC - Mead   

# 
1
2

Tuesday, March 
29th @ 7:00 p.m.

Columbus -
Ag Park

  

A total of 119 have been certified with 13 for the first time.
6.C.1.a.10. Certifying Acres

Landowner Brach Johnson has contacted US House Representatives, 
US Senators and NE State Senators about his case of the LPNNRD de-
certifying his property of 32.8 acres in the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of 
Section 7, T18N, R2E Colfax County.  This land has never been 
irrigated and currently is in the Platte - Colfax SQS subarea. 
Information has been sent to each of these political offices. 
 

6.C.1.b. CHEMIGATION

So far for 2016 we have 515 permits on file and 1 new permit 
application.  Renewal forms will be mailed out in mid-March with renewals 
due by June 1st.  The cost of renewals is $30.
Attached is the Chemigation summary for 2015, which includes a list of 
chemicals used in 2014.  Nitrogen is still the most chemical used.
 

6.C.1.c. LIVESTOCK WASTE PERMITS
The LPNNRD has received one livestock permit applications from DEQ 
since the last Water Committee meeting.

 Name Livestock Type of Permit Legal Description County 
Linwood Pig
c/o Larry 
Dowd
PO Box 129
Columbus NE 
68602

Swine
2,200 Head

880 A.U.

Transfer of construction and operating 
permit

SE1/4, of SW1/4, Section 35, T17N, R3E Butler



 
Linwood Pig permit is a transfer permit request to new ownership of an 
existing operation previously owned by ONeill Farms - Star Breeding. 

6.C.2. GROUND WATER PROGRAMS

6.C.2.a. DECOMMISSIONED WELL PROGRAM

6.C.2.a.1. Well Estimates
Two new wells has been reviewed and approved by Gottschalk for 
decommissioning since the last Committee meeting.

  
 
 

6.C.2.a.2. Plugged Wells
One well has been plugged, reviewed, and ready for cost share payment 
approval this month.

 Well Owner Type of Well Cost Share Estimate County 

Jamie 
Schnakenberg domestic well $459.56 Saunders

Keith and Ardith 
Ziegenbein domestic well $476.25 Saunders

    

 Well 
Owner Type of Well Cost Share Estimate County 

Rita Divis domestic well $243.75 Saunders

    

    



6.C.2.b. LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD GROUND WATER STUDIES

6.C.2.b.1. Eastern Nebraska Water Resources Assessment (ENWRA)

Test hole drilling is to start later this week in LPSNRD.  Several sites 
are planned for LPN but details still need to be worked out.
 

6.C.2.b.2. Water Conveyance Study

LPSNRD plans to submit a grant request to the Water Sustainability 
Fund (WSF) concerning a study to look at water conveyance from 
upper portions of the Lower Platte River Basin to the lower reaches of 
the river past the Lincoln and Omaha municipal well fields (see 
attached sheet).  A dollar figure has not been established yet.
Committee members discussed the details, merits, and potential cost of 
this study.  This study could aid funding of the construction cost of a 
potential storage reservoir near Octavia for future irrigation, offsets, 
and/or recreation if this is a viable site.

6.C.2.b.3. Potential Reservoir Siting in LENRD

A Joint Funding Agreement between LPS, LPN, Papio, and LE NRD's 
is being proposed to site potential storage projects within the LENRD 
for later release of water to benefit the Lower Platte River 
Basin.  $5,000 is being requested from LPN, LPS, and Papio NRD's 
with the balance of the study to be paid by LENRD.  
Since the water inventory reports (as part of the V-IMP) for LPN and 
LE NRD's included such siting, not sure if this study is needed.  Staff 
will contact LENRD for more information by the March 10, 2016 Board 
Meeting.

6.C.2.c. GROUND WATER ENERGY LEVELS

Staff will start the spring readings of our GWEL network wells later in the 
month of March.
 

6.C.2.d. FORMER ORDNANCE PLANT NEAR MEAD

Attached are the latest flow recorders from the Corps of Engineers on the 
clean up efforts at the Former Ordnance Plant near Mead (see 
attached).  This pumping is year round and is roughly equivalent to 50 to 60 
center pivots pumping water over the summer.  In relation to Platte River 



flows this is not a significant amount, but it should still be noted as a kind of 
stream augmentation project by the LPNNRD because ground water is 
being contributed to the river at least 9 months out of the year.
 
 

6.C.3. OTHER

6.C.3.a. GMDA SUMMER SESSION

The GMDA Summer Session is being scheduled for June 29 to July 1, 2016 
in Yakima WA.   No other details are yet available.
 

6.C.3.b. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mary Wotipka addressed the Water Committee again asking when John 
Wotipka request for new irrigated acres would be approved.  A variance 
request has been submitted but this land is within the restricted development 
area but ~one mile from the border of the hydrologically connected area.  It 
has not ranked high enough for recent approvals.
============================
The following information is from the December 30, 2013 Water 
Committee minutes.
John Wotipka is seeking to expand his irrigated acres in the Restricted 
Development Area (RDA) eight years after his initial approval in 2005 of 
NRD well permits and the State well registration (for details see attached 
sheet).  Wotipka and members of his family were present at the Water 
Committee meeting and stated that when the wells were originally 
registered additional acres were allotted to each permit to allow for this 
future expansion and these should still be allowed.  The LPNNRD position 
is that since this full expansion did not occur in 2006, the LPNNRD well 
permits, the State (DNR) well registration and the County Assessor Records 
should have been updated to reflect the actual acres being irrigated, but this 
was not done.  The District also required a variance application for 
expansion of acres in this RDA starting in 2008 and no variance was filed 
with the NRD.   It was recommended by Johannes, seconded by Pollard, to 
deny the expansion of irrigated acres for well G-095822 and well G-136546 
beyond the number of acres actually irrigated by each well in 
2006.  Recommendation Carried.
 
 
 

6.D. Projects Committee - Action as Required

6.D.1. SWCP
Gottschalk reviewed the attached SWCP spreadsheet with the committee.



6.D.1.a. SWCP Application Approvals
None

6.D.1.b. SWCP Payments
14-S-56 John Schultz Terraces/Tile $ 4,795.59

(Above structure 21a)
6.D.1.c. SWCP Cancellations

None
6.D.1.d. Cottonwood Creek Payments

None
6.D.1.e. Sand/Duck Creek Approvals

None
6.D.1.f. Sand/Duck Cost Share Payment

None
6.D.1.g. Wahoo Creek Cost Share Payments

Curtis Havelka Conservation work Basins/Tile $ 
1,366.42 (10%)

6.D.1.h. Wahoo Creek Cost Share Approvals

New Lands for Conservation Application:
 Darrell Kubik 15.32 acres

$   2,818.88
 David & Cynthia Hartman x2 74.83 acres

$ 13,768.72
          (40.55 & 34.28 acres)
Czech Pres. Church 35 acres

$   6,440.00

$ 23,027.60
Existing EQIP Contracts - Lands for Conservation Applications:
James Egr 15 acres

$   2,760.00
Kathleen Vrana 25 acres

$   4,600.00
Douglas Kavan x 2 38 acres

$   6,992.00

( 10.6 & 27.4 acres)
Laverne Kadavy 16 acres

$   2,944.00
William Laughridge 16.2 acres

$   2,980.80
Jerry Urban 25 acres

$   4,600.00
 

TOTAL: $  24,876.80
 



6.D.1.i. SWCP Policy Review & Input
Mountford reviewed draft changes to our SWCP policy for 2016 as 
attached.  The committee is asked to review and give input for any proposed 
final changes at the March 31 Projects committee meeting.    

6.D.2. WATERSHEDS

6.D.2.a. Shell Creek Watershed

6.D.2.a.1. Shell Creek Grant - Mainelli Invoice Payment
Attached is the most recent invoice totaling $18,608 from Mainelli 
Wagner & Associates, Inc. for design work on three (three are on a 
separate contract) of four grade stabilization structures he is designing 
on Shell Creek in Colfax County.  This After this payment, we will 
have a total of  $45,550.38 paid on our $49,040 contract ($3,489.62 
remains).  No Board motion for payment is needed since this was a 
prior Board approved contract.

6.D.2.a.2. Shell Creek Grant - Cover Crop Payment
Attached is a $3,200 cover crop payment request from ACC Farms 
(Platte County) for 2015.  This payment was 100% reimbursed to 
LPNNRD from prepaid NET grant funds that we have in our 
account.  Committee recommendation for payment is requested. 

6.D.2.a.3. Shell Creek Watershed Environmental Enhancement Plan

6.D.2.a.4. Shell Creek Watershed Environmental Enhancement Plan
Attached are the revised goals and objectives for the Shell Creek 
Watershed Environmental Enhancement Plan.  After EPA's review, the 
plan will hopefully be officially approved. 

6.D.2.a.5. Newman Grove Water Testing Supplies
The Newman Grove Science Club is requesting assistance to purchase 
water testing supplies for their 2016 Shell Creek Sampling program.

6.D.2.b. Wahoo Creek Watershed

6.D.2.b.1. Wahoo Creek Watershed Water Quality Plan - Phase II
As mentioned last month and at the Directors Retreat, we have been 
preliminarly approved for a $106,000 Environmental Trust grant 
for Wahoo Creek Watershed Water Quality Plan - Phase II (letter 
attached).  These funds will accompany $168,215 of NDEQ funds and 
$500,000 of Special Water Quality Inititive EQIP funds for additional 
conservation projects in the Wahoo Creek Watershed.

6.D.3. LOWER PLATTE RIVER CORRIDOR ALLIANCE

6.D.3.a. LPRCA Monthly Report
Meghan Sittler was present and reviewed recent LPRCA 
activities.  Attached is a schedule for upcoming Recreation Public meetings 
scheduled in Ashland, Columbus and Fremont.  Board members are 



encouraged to attend one of the public meetings if possible.  Meghan's full 
February report is attached. 

6.D.3.b. Leshara USGS Monitoring Agreement

In February, the Board approved being a partner for establishing a water 
quality monitoring gauge near Leshara.  Attached is the agreement with 
USGS for the Leshara site for your reference.  LPSNRD plans to take action 
on this agreement on behalf of all of the partners at the Platte River 
subcommittee meeting, March 21 and Board meeting March 23rd.  They 
will also execute the separate agreements with the municipalities as well. 
As shown on the attached spreadsheet, the total annual cost of $36,854.67 
will be shared each of the three years between USGS, LPNNRD, LPSNRD, 
PMRNRD, MUD and Lincoln Well Field.  LPNNRD's annual commitment 
will be a total of $20,427 over the three year period ($6,809 average per 
year).  

6.D.4. OTHER

6.D.4.a. Army COE 205 Projects

6.D.4.a.1. Fremont 205

6.D.4.a.2. Schuyler 205
Weather permitting, the contractor will finish grading and seeding. 

6.D.4.b. Shell Creek Landowner Levee Project Update
No new developments but things seem to be moving forward.

6.D.4.c. All Hazard Mitigation Plan Update- JEO Progress Report and 
Invoice

JEO has completed our flood pool and breach inundation maps on 20 of our 
non-high hazard floodwater dams. We met with JEO on February 19 to 
review and give input on the maps.   This information will help us work 
with Saunders, Butler and Platte Counties in identifying higher flood risk 
areas and help them avoid permitting development in those areas.  The 
completed maps will eventually be posted on our web site and director 
download page as well.  FEMA/NEMA will be providing $30,000 (75%) 
reimbursement on our $40,000 JEO contract to complete this work.
We received the final bill and progress report for contact work completed on 
our Hazard Mitigation Plan update and associated work as attached to the 
Projects Committee Minutes. This $4,924.90 payment will complete the 
$126,000 HMP contract with JEO.   

6.D.4.d. Review of Projects Financial Statement

As of January 3, 2016, 54.59% for the Projects budget was expended.
6.D.4.e. Sand Creek



The landowners that boarder the Wanahoo Wetland met with Miyoshi on 
February 26, see attached minutes.
At this time we need to decide if we want to move forward with tiling the 
three properties or hire one of the firms that submitted an RFP to come up 
with a solution for us.
 Estimated cost to tile the 40 acres - $40,000
 RFPs
 Headwaters Corporation - $19,830
 EA Engineering - $15,000-$40,000

6.D.5. WESTERN SARPY/CLEAR CREEK LEVEE REPORT
The contractor needs to complete installing gates, hopefully by our March 10th 
Board Meeting.

7. Additional Action Items

7.A. Wahoo Creek 319 Grant Lands for Conservation Cancellation

               David & Cynthia Hartman x2       74.83 acres                                       $ 
13,768.72
                                                                           (40.55 & 34.28 acres)
 

7.B. Wahoo Creek 319 Grant Lands for Conservation Approvals

               Tim Kastl 28 acres $5,152.00
               Steven Vasa 40 acres $7,360.00

TOTAL:
$12,512.00         

8. Approval of Bills Pending

9. Consent Agenda Adoption

10. Comments from Directors/Guests

11. Meeting Establishment/Adjournment
 
NOTE: The agenda is on file at the LPNNRD office and may be changed up to 24 
hours prior to the meeting as scheduled. 
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LOCAL WORKING GROUP MEETING PLANNED 

Local meetings open to individuals interested in setting natural resources goals for Nebraska. The 2017 Local 
Working Group that provides advice on the priorities for many U.S. Department of Agriculture conservation 
programs will meet 9:00 am, Wednesday March 23rd at the Lower Platte North NRD building located in 
Wahoo NE., at 511 Commercial Park Rd. The public is encouraged to attend and express their natural resource 
concerns.  Ideas generated from the public will help the U.S. Department of Agriculture tailor their natural 
resource programs to meet the needs identified locally.   

 
PERSONNAL 

Pleased to announce a new secretary has been hired for the Columbus NRCS Field Office.  Jeri Rosno, LLNRD 
Secretary started the 29th of February.  
 

FY 2016 EQIP 
EQIP applications continued to be planned with contracts being approved and obligated. Preapprovals dealing 
with resource concerns such as soil erosion, soil quality degradation, insufficient and excess water, wildlife, 
water quality degradation, degraded plant condition, livestock production limitation and animal feeding 
operations have all been preapproved at this time. 
 

For 2016, Total Dollars Allocated within LPNNRD: $831,000 
           For Soil Erosion: $524,000 (63%) 
           For Irrigation Practices: $251,000 (30%) 
           For Degraded Grasslands: $50,000 (6%) 
 

 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

Applications for new contracts and to renew expiring contracts are due March 31, 2016. 
 

 
FY 2016 Structural Practices 

Projects where on the register to be completed = 118 
 
Projects where a structural practice are scheduled to be completed, spring of 2016 =  18 
Projects where a structural practice are scheduled to be completed, summer of 2016 =  11 
Projects where a structural practice are scheduled to be completed, spring of 2016 =  89  (75%) 
 

75% of the structural Practices are tentatively scheduled, after harvest (OCT to DEC). 

 
Wahoo Field Office   Columbus Field Office   David City Field Office 
Mark Walkenhorst, District Conservationist  Secretary, Jeri Rosno    District Secretary, Susan Leu 
District Secretary, Marla Milliken  Resource Conservationist, Eric Smith  Resource Conservationist, Bryan Euse 
Resource Conservationist, Jami Thoene   Soil Conservation Technician, Bill Bos  Soil Conservation Technician, Greg Havlovic 
Soil Conservation Technician, Sean Elliott    Program Assistant, Melissa Foreman  Pheasant Forever Biologist, Robert Gray 
Soil Conservation Technician, Joshua Charles  WRP Team 6 Coordinator, David Bichlmeier   
NRD Technician, Kelly Bartek   LLNRD Technician, Ed Drozd         
Compliance Specialist , Becky Pieper  Fremont Field Office   Schuyler Field Office 

District Secretary, Jenny Campbell  District Secretary, Patty Holmberg 
Resource Conservationist, Jeremiah Schutz  Resource Conservationist, Brach Johnson 
Soil Conservationist Technician, Brian Hagerbaumer Soil Conservationist, Jenna Kampschnieder  

     
      
 



Managers Report 
John Miyoshi 
March 8, 2016 

	
  
On	
  February	
  11	
  a	
  presentation	
  was	
  given	
  to	
  employees	
  from	
  crop	
  consultant	
  companies.	
  	
  One	
  portion	
  
of	
  the	
  program	
  had	
  three	
  viewpoints	
  on	
  water	
  quality	
  representing	
  NRDs.	
  	
  Jennifer	
  Swanson	
  from	
  
NARD	
  gave	
  a	
  statewide	
  perspective,	
  I	
  gave	
  a	
  look	
  from	
  management’s	
  level	
  and	
  Dan	
  Leininger	
  from	
  
Upper	
  Big	
  Blue	
  NRD	
  gave	
  a	
  perspective	
  from	
  the	
  field	
  level.	
  	
  We	
  spoke	
  about	
  how	
  groundwater	
  
quantity	
  and	
  quality	
  controls	
  are	
  managed	
  at	
  a	
  local	
  level	
  to	
  minimize	
  impacts	
  to	
  each	
  specific	
  area.	
  
	
  
Staff	
  gave	
  a	
  New	
  Director	
  Orientation	
  for	
  Terry	
  Sobota	
  on	
  February	
  17.	
  	
  As	
  always	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  information	
  
is	
  packed	
  into	
  a	
  short	
  amount	
  of	
  time.	
  
	
  
The	
  Annual	
  Lake	
  Wanahoo	
  SRA	
  meeting	
  with	
  Game	
  and	
  Parks	
  was	
  held	
  on	
  February	
  19.	
  	
  The	
  year	
  was	
  
very	
  successful	
  with	
  good	
  crowds	
  despite	
  the	
  road	
  construction	
  that	
  took	
  place	
  during	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  
season.	
  	
  Budget	
  wise	
  income	
  is	
  very	
  close	
  to	
  expenses	
  with	
  fine-­‐tuning	
  occurring	
  ($2,113	
  deficit	
  at	
  the	
  
meeting,	
  but	
  $3,044	
  expense	
  was	
  listed	
  twice).	
  	
  If	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  positive	
  income	
  any	
  surplus	
  will	
  be	
  re-­‐
invested	
  into	
  the	
  SRA.	
  
	
  
On	
  February	
  19	
  a	
  final	
  review	
  of	
  our	
  Hazard	
  Mitigation	
  Plan	
  was	
  made	
  with	
  JEO.	
  	
  Some	
  follow	
  up	
  items	
  
were	
  suggested	
  by	
  JEO	
  including;	
  a	
  drought	
  mitigation	
  plan	
  and	
  a	
  dam	
  failure	
  exercise.	
  	
  The	
  plan	
  will	
  be	
  
completed	
  in	
  March.	
  
	
  
On	
  February	
  26	
  I	
  assisted	
  NARD	
  and	
  NETV	
  in	
  a	
  final	
  sponsor	
  edit	
  of	
  the	
  NARD	
  video	
  that	
  is	
  being	
  
produced.	
  	
  The	
  video	
  premiers	
  on	
  March	
  10	
  at	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
  	
  (See	
  O,	
  E	
  &	
  RW	
  minutes	
  for	
  full	
  airing	
  
schedule)	
  
	
  
Five	
  FRPs	
  for	
  Playground	
  Equipment	
  were	
  received	
  and	
  four	
  presentations	
  were	
  made	
  on	
  March	
  2	
  to	
  
the	
  O,	
  E	
  &	
  RW	
  Committee.	
  	
  Directors	
  and	
  staff	
  followed	
  up	
  by	
  touring	
  several	
  installed	
  units	
  on	
  March	
  
7.	
  	
  A	
  motion	
  will	
  come	
  tonight	
  for	
  the	
  unit	
  the	
  committee	
  feels	
  will	
  give	
  us	
  the	
  best	
  long	
  term	
  value.	
  
	
  
The	
  NRD	
  managers	
  met	
  on	
  March	
  3.	
  	
  The	
  largest	
  topic	
  was	
  pending	
  legislation.	
  	
  Despite	
  Senator	
  
Kolowski’s	
  hard	
  work	
  his	
  proposed	
  bonding	
  bill	
  for	
  NRDs	
  never	
  made	
  it	
  to	
  a	
  vote	
  (one	
  vote	
  shy	
  of	
  the	
  
33	
  needed	
  to	
  stop	
  a	
  filibuster).	
  	
  It	
  appears	
  the	
  Niobrara/Spenser	
  Dam	
  bill	
  has	
  a	
  very	
  good	
  chance	
  of	
  
passing.	
  
	
  
Several	
  meetings	
  have	
  been	
  attended	
  by	
  a	
  group	
  looking	
  for	
  flood	
  damage	
  reduction	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  north	
  
of	
  Ashland	
  and	
  west	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Guard	
  Camp.	
  	
  Any	
  project	
  in	
  this	
  area	
  would	
  be	
  in	
  Lower	
  Platte	
  
South	
  NRD	
  although	
  benefits	
  would	
  be	
  in	
  both	
  of	
  our	
  districts.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  not	
  sure	
  if	
  the	
  proposed	
  project	
  
can	
  occur	
  without	
  expensive	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  Clear	
  Creek	
  Levee	
  Fuse	
  Plug	
  that	
  we	
  manage.	
  
	
  
On	
  March	
  1	
  the	
  Locky	
  Virus	
  got	
  into	
  our	
  computer	
  system.	
  	
  We	
  disconnected	
  our	
  network	
  and	
  the	
  virus	
  
was	
  limited	
  to	
  one	
  personal	
  computer	
  and	
  the	
  staff	
  shared	
  hard	
  drive	
  that	
  resides	
  on	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  
servers.	
  	
  Troy	
  Thompson	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  clean	
  the	
  virus	
  from	
  our	
  server	
  and	
  Chris	
  Poole	
  preformed	
  the	
  
repair	
  on	
  the	
  one	
  PC	
  that	
  was	
  infected.	
  	
  Backup	
  data	
  from	
  the	
  one	
  day	
  was	
  lost	
  along	
  with	
  any	
  
unbacked	
  data	
  from	
  the	
  PC.	
  	
  We	
  were	
  fortunate	
  to	
  limit	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  lost	
  data	
  and	
  very	
  glad	
  we	
  kept	
  
Troy	
  on	
  retainer	
  to	
  manage	
  our	
  computer	
  network	
  and	
  systems.	
  
	
  



The	
  Wahoo	
  Lions	
  Club	
  car	
  sank	
  on	
  February	
  21	
  and	
  was	
  removed	
  from	
  the	
  lake	
  on	
  March	
  6.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  
very	
  successful	
  project	
  with	
  much	
  area	
  publicity.	
  
	
  
Director	
  Dave	
  Saalfeld	
  has	
  filed	
  for	
  the	
  Dodge	
  County	
  Board	
  of	
  Supervisors.	
  	
  Statute	
  allows	
  an	
  NRD	
  
Director	
  to	
  also	
  hold	
  as	
  office	
  as	
  County	
  Supervisor	
  or	
  Board	
  member.	
  























ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEDGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
 

KELLY & WEAVER 
A Professional Corporation 

1025 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 1000	
  
Washington, DC 20007	
  

(202) 215-6680	
  
weaver@kellyweaver.com 

 
To: Glenn Johnson, John Miyoshi, John Winkler, Marlin Petermann, 

Paul Zillig, Tom Mountford, and Meghan Sittler  
 
From:  Bob Weaver 
 
Subject: Washington Report for January 2016 
 
Date:  February 29, 2016  
            

 
1. Congressional Legislation & Appropriations, Federal Agency, 

Other Washington Developments       
 

a. The Obama Administration has requested more funding for the Corps of 
Engineers Civil Works budget for FY 2017 than in previous years.  This is 
good news for the Energy and Water Appropriations bills in Congress.  
 

b. Staff work is continuing on the development of a new Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act for 2016 to be considered in both houses of 
Congress later this year.  This is an opportunity for the Congress to 
authorize new projects largely contained in Chief’s reports or expand prior 
law supported by Members of Congress and to add projects proposed 
particularly by Senators in the Senate Energy and Water Development 
Committee. 
 

c. The Administration is beginning work on the FY 2018 Budget which can 
provide a basis for the next President’s budget. 
 

2. February 2016 Actions for the LPRNRDs  
 

a. Reviewed reports and conferred with Congressional and Executive Branch 
sources on development of the forthcoming Water Resources Reform and 
Development legislation during 2016. 

b. Worked on arranging Washington meetings for the LPRNRDs. 
c. Continued review of requests for the new WRRDA bill particularly of 

interest to Senator Fischer as requested by her staff. 
d. Reviewed Corps documents focusing on water supply. 
e. Continued to monitor Washington developments related to the Corps of 

Engineers.  
f. Reviewed Corps Work Plan for projects in Nebraska. 
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g. Prepared reports to the LPRNRDs on Washington developments and 
future funding. 

h. Conferred with LPRNRD management. 
i. Continued to lookout for potential federal funding opportunities for the 

LPR NRDs. 
 

3. March 2016 Planned and Potential Actions 
 

a. Review and report on development of the Administration’s FY 2018 
budget for the Corps of Engineers. 

b. Continue development of information material for project requests for 
new Water Resource Reform and Development Act (“WRRDA”) of 2016.   

c. Prepare for Washington meetings in March 2016. 
d. Continue preparation of information to support new WRRDA project 

requests for the LPR NRDS.  
e. Confer with USACE on funding for Section 205 Continuing Authorities 

Projects and consider requesting an increase. 
f. Prepare reports to, and confer with, LPR NRD management.  
g. Confer on development of 2018 Work Plan. 
h. Continue to monitor and report on the Administration’s Federal Flood 

Risk Management Standard (“FFRMS”) under the National Flood 
Insurance Program. 

i. Continue exploration for funding opportunities for the LPR NRDs. 
 





Lower  Platte  North  NRD  Policy  
for  

Officer  Nominating  Subcommittee  Policy  
Adopted  March  10,  2016  

  
	
   
The	
  LPNNRD	
  Board	
  approves	
  the	
  following	
  procedures	
  involving	
  the	
  Officer	
  Nominating	
  
Subcommittee:	
  
	
  

1.	
  	
  The	
  subcommittee	
  shall	
  consist	
  of	
  the	
  immediate	
  past	
  five	
  (5)	
  board	
  chairpersons	
  
currently	
  serving	
  terms	
  on	
  the	
  NRD	
  board.	
  
	
  
2.	
  	
  The	
  LPNNNRD	
  board	
  chair	
  shall	
  appoint	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  chair	
  from	
  the	
  pool	
  of	
  
subcommittee	
  members.	
  
	
  
3.	
  	
  Thereafter	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  chair	
  shall	
  notify	
  the	
  members	
  that	
  an	
  in-­‐person	
  
meeting	
  shall	
  be	
  held.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
4.	
  	
  Said	
  meeting	
  shall	
  be	
  held	
  no	
  less	
  than	
  one	
  (1)	
  week	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  NRD	
  board	
  meeting	
  
accepting	
  nominations	
  (normally	
  the	
  second	
  Monday	
  of	
  January	
  each	
  year).	
  	
  
	
  	
  
5.	
  	
  Either	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  chair	
  or	
  a	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  members	
  together	
  
may	
  request	
  inclusion	
  of	
  district	
  personnel	
  and/or	
  legal	
  counsel	
  to	
  attend	
  the	
  
subcommittee	
  meeting.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
6.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  action	
  of	
  the	
  nominating	
  subcommittee	
  shall	
  be	
  to	
  nominate	
  a	
  secretary	
  from	
  
the	
  subcommittee	
  to	
  record	
  minutes	
  for	
  inclusion	
  in	
  the	
  NRD	
  board	
  agenda	
  packet.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  
7.	
  	
  The	
  chair	
  shall	
  thereafter	
  request	
  nominations	
  from	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  floor	
  for	
  the	
  
positions	
  of	
  NRD	
  board	
  chair,	
  vice-­‐chair,	
  secretary,	
  treasurer,	
  NARD	
  Representative	
  and	
  
NARD	
  alternate.	
  
	
  	
  	
  
8.	
  	
  An	
  up	
  or	
  down	
  vote	
  from	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  shall	
  be	
  taken	
  and	
  recorded	
  in	
  the	
  
meeting	
  minutes.	
  	
  
	
  
9.	
  	
  At	
  the	
  appropriate	
  time	
  at	
  the	
  following	
  board	
  meeting	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  chair	
  or	
  
their	
  designee	
  will	
  place	
  into	
  nomination	
  each	
  candidate	
  selected	
  by	
  the	
  Nominating	
  
Subcommittee	
  
	
  	
  
10.	
  	
  All	
  subcommittee	
  meetings	
  are	
  not	
  to	
  include	
  a	
  quorum	
  of	
  the	
  board	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  
intended	
  to	
  be	
  public	
  meetings	
  under	
  the	
  definition	
  provided	
  for	
  in	
  the	
  Nebraska	
  Open	
  
Meetings	
  Act.	
  	
  





FIRST  ADDENDUM  TO  COMMERCIAL  LEASE  AGREEMENT  
	
  
	
   THIS	
  FIRST	
  ADDENDUM	
  TO	
  COMMERCIAL	
  LEASE	
  AGREEMENT	
  dated	
  December	
  14,	
  
2015,	
  is	
  entered	
  into	
  this	
  10th	
  day	
  of	
  March,	
  2016	
  by	
  and	
  between	
  Landlord	
  and	
  Tenant,	
  as	
  
hereinafter	
  designated.	
  	
  
	
  
	
   WHEREAS,	
  the	
  parties	
  previously	
  entered	
  into	
  a	
  Commercial	
  Lease	
  Agreement	
  for	
  
Tenant’s	
  use	
  of	
  property	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  Southwest	
  Quarter	
  of	
  the	
  Southwest	
  Quarter	
  of	
  
Section	
  27,	
  Township	
  15	
  North,	
  Range	
  7	
  East	
  of	
  the	
  Sixth	
  Principal	
  Meridian,	
  Saunders	
  
County,	
  Nebraska,	
  	
  
	
  
	
   WHEREAS,	
  the	
  parties	
  desire	
  to	
  amend	
  and	
  modify	
  certain	
  terms	
  and	
  conditions	
  of	
  
the	
  Agreement,	
  	
  
	
  
	
   NOW,	
  THEREFORE,	
  in	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  covenants	
  herein	
  provided	
  and	
  other	
  good	
  and	
  
valuable	
  consideration,	
  the	
  legal	
  sufficiency	
  and	
  receipt	
  of	
  which,	
  are	
  hereby	
  acknowledged	
  
by	
  the	
  parties,	
  the	
  parties	
  hereto	
  agree	
  as	
  follows:	
  	
  
	
  

A. 	
  The	
  following	
  provisions	
  shall	
  be	
  added	
  to	
  the	
  Agreement:	
  	
  
	
  

i. Landlord	
  shall	
  allow	
  for	
  Tenant	
  to	
  power	
  the	
  sign	
  on	
  the	
  
aforementioned	
  leased	
  property	
  by	
  tying	
  into	
  Landlord’s	
  electrical	
  
panel	
  located	
  in	
  Landlord’s	
  building	
  north	
  of	
  the	
  sign;	
  	
  

ii. Tenant	
  will	
  perform	
  and/or	
  contract	
  for	
  all	
  necessary	
  duties	
  to	
  connect	
  
power	
  from	
  Landlord’s	
  electrical	
  panel	
  to	
  Tenant’s	
  sign	
  and	
  to	
  
maintain	
  the	
  same	
  hereinafter;	
  	
  

iii. Tenant	
  will	
  reimburse	
  Landlord	
  for	
  electricity	
  used	
  to	
  power	
  the	
  
aforementioned	
  sign	
  with	
  payments	
  being	
  made	
  annually	
  by	
  Tenant	
  to	
  
Landlord;	
  	
  

iv. The	
  parties	
  shall	
  adjust	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  reimbursement	
  should	
  any	
  
changes	
  to	
  the	
  power	
  rate	
  or	
  other	
  costs	
  to	
  Landlord	
  to	
  provide	
  power	
  
service	
  to	
  the	
  sign	
  shall	
  change;	
  

v. This	
  Agreement	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  deemed	
  to	
  obligate	
  Landlord	
  to	
  provide	
  
electrical	
  service	
  to	
  Tenant	
  in	
  that	
  Landlord	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  held	
  
responsible/liable	
  for	
  temporary	
  lapses	
  in	
  power	
  to	
  said	
  sign;	
  and	
  	
  

vi. This	
  Addendum	
  may	
  be	
  terminated	
  at	
  any	
  time,	
  by	
  either	
  party	
  with	
  or	
  
without	
  cause,	
  upon	
  thirty	
  (30)	
  days	
  advance	
  written	
  notice	
  being	
  
given.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
B. The	
  effective	
  date	
  of	
  this	
  Addendum	
  shall	
  be	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  the	
  original	
  Agreement	
  

as	
  above	
  referenced.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

C. 	
  Unless	
  otherwise	
  specified	
  herein,	
  all	
  capitalized	
  terms	
  and	
  other	
  defined	
  terms	
  
provided	
  for	
  herein	
  shall	
  be	
  defined	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  those	
  terms	
  are	
  defined	
  in	
  the	
  
Agreement.	
  	
  

	
  



D. All	
  other	
  terms	
  and	
  conditions	
  of	
  the	
  Agreement	
  shall	
  be	
  herein	
  affirmed	
  and	
  
shall	
  remain	
  in	
  full	
  force	
  and	
  effect	
  and	
  unmodified.	
  	
  

	
  
E. In	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  any	
  conflicts	
  between	
  the	
  Agreement	
  and	
  this	
  Addendum,	
  the	
  

terms	
  and	
  conditions	
  of	
  this	
  Addendum	
  will	
  govern.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

	
   IN	
  WITNESS	
  WHEREOF,	
  the	
  parties	
  have	
  executed	
  this	
  Addendum	
  as	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  and	
  
year	
  written	
  above.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   CITY	
  OF	
  WAHOO,	
  Tenant,	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   BY:	
   ______________________________________________	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Loren	
  Lindahl,	
  Its	
  Mayor	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   LOWER	
  PLATTE	
  NORTH	
  NRD,	
  Landlord,	
  
	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   BY:	
  	
   _______________________________________________	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   John	
  Hannah,	
  Board	
  Chair	
  	
  
STATE	
  OF	
  NEBRASKA	
   )	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  ss.	
  
COUNTY	
  OF	
  SAUNDERS	
  	
   )	
  
	
  
	
   The	
  foregoing	
  Commercial	
  Addendum	
  Lease	
  Agreement	
  was	
  acknowledged	
  before	
  
me	
  on	
  this	
  ____	
  day	
  of	
  March,	
  2016,	
  by	
  John	
  Hannah,	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Lower	
  Platte	
  North	
  NRD,	
  
Landlord.	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   ______________________________________________	
  
	
  
STATE	
  OF	
  NEBRASKA	
  	
   )	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  ss.	
  	
  
COUNTY	
  OF	
  SAUNDERS	
   )	
  	
  
	
  
	
   The	
  foregoing	
  Commercial	
  Addendum	
  Lease	
  Agreement	
  was	
  acknowledged	
  before	
  
on	
  this	
  ______	
  day	
  of	
  March,	
  2016,	
  by	
  Loren	
  Lindahl,	
  Mayor	
  of	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Wahoo,	
  Nebraska,	
  
Tenant.	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   ______________________________________________	
  





























































































LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OVER 90 DAYS

AS OF 3/4/16

DESCRIPTION CUSTOMER NAME AMOUNT

7 UPSTREAM SITES

USACE 1,943,622.98$   

  7 UPSTREAM SITES TOTAL 1,943,622.98$   

GMDA 

Don Kavan 561.46$              

GMDA CUSTOMER TOTAL 561.46$              

NAWMDN CUSTOMER SALES

WATERMARK SENSORS 49.50$                

  NAWMDN CUSTOMER TOTAL 49.50$                Billed monthly

NEMA

HAZARD MITIGATION 1,907.85$           Billed Quarterly

NEMA CUSTOMER TOTAL 1,907.85$           

NET LOCAL

SAND/DUCK 319 9,936.96$           

  NET LOCAL TOTAL 9,936.96$           Billed quarterly

STATE OF NE DEQ

WAHOO CREEK 319 25,200.49$         

COTTONWOOD CREEK 319 5,199.88$           

  DEQ TOTAL 30,400.37$         Billed quarterly

WANAHOO

USACE 3,596,139.43$   

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 935,926.65$      

NEBRASKA GAME & PARKS- ENTRANCE PAVING 60,643.20$         

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 45,765.53$         

  WANAHOO TOTAL 4,638,474.81$   

GRAND TOTAL 6,624,953.93$   

Settle at the end of the project

Settle at the end of the project

Receive quarterly payments

Settle at the end of project

Settle at the end of project



Wanahoo SRA Playground Recommendation 
 
A motion to accept the Playground Proposal from Outdoor Recreation Products of Elkhorn at 
$175,000 with the option to expand the playgrounds by an additional $40,000 if the Kiewit 
grant is successful, the playgrounds will be developed on the west and east sides of the Lake 
Wanahoo SRA. 
 
Budget   
 
NRD 40%  NRDF 60%  Kiewit Grant (if approved)  
$70,000  $105,000  $40,000 
 
The NE Game & Parks Commission’s operations will do the ground preparations for the two 
sites and also provide staff members for the installation of the playground equipment. 
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Introduction

The Lower Platte North Natural Resources 
District (LPNNRD) is one of 23 Natural Resources 
Districts created in 1969 with the passage of 
LB 1357 by the Nebraska Unicameral. Since its 
formation in 1972, the LPNNRD has been as-
sisting people in the Lower Platte North River 
Basin in the development and protection of 
our soil and water resources. Nebraska Stat-
utes require that Natural Resources Districts 
develop a Long Range Implementation Plan. 
The purpose of this plan is to summarize ac-
complishments during fiscal year 2014 (July 1, 
2014 to June 30, 2015) and planned District 
activities for fiscal year 2016 (July 1, 2015 to 
June 30, 2016). There are also objectives for a 
five-year period from fiscal years 2017 to 2021. 
The plan serves as an implementation tool of 
the district’s Master Plan.

Authority and Responsibilities

The Natural Resources Districts have been 
given statutory responsibility outlined in 
Sections 2-3229, R.R.S. 1943. In this section 
it states that “The purposes of the Natural 
Resources Districts shall be to develop and 
execute, through the exercise of powers and 
authorities contained in this act, plans, facili-
ties, works and programs relating to: (1) ero-
sion prevention and control, (2) prevention of 
damages from flood water and sediment, (3) 
flood prevention and control, (4) soil conserva-
tion, (5) water supply for any beneficial uses, 
(6) development, management, utilization, 
and conservation of groundwater and surface 
water, (7) pollution control, (8) solid waste 
disposal and sanitary drainage, (9) drainage 
improvement and channel rectification, (10) 
development and management of fish and 
wildlife habitat, (11) development and man-
agement of recreational and park facilities, and 
(12) forestry and range management.”

Lower Platte North NRD programs and proj-
ects are available to meet the goal of prop-
erly developing our water and related land 
resources.

Description of the District

The Lower Platte North Natural Resources 
District is located in the Lower Platte River Ba-
sin in eastern Nebraska and includes 1,031,000 
acres of land. A portion of Saunders, Butler, 
Platte, Dodge, Colfax, Boone and Madison 
Counties are within the district (see Appendix 
A), which includes twenty-eight cities, towns 
and villages. Besides the Platte River, other 
notable tributaries in the district include Wa-
hoo Creek, Skull Creek, Bone Creek, Loeske 
Creek, Taylor Creek, Shell Creek, Elm Creek, 
Clear Creek, Rawhide Creek, Silver Creek, Sand 
Creek, and Duck Creek.

The population of the district is approxi-
mately 61,000, of which about half is rural 
and half urban. The Lower Platte North NRD 
is financed by a tax levy which may be up to 
four and one-half cents per $100 valuation for 
general purposes and another one cent for wa-
ter programs. The FY 2016 tax levy is 4.44601 
cents per $100 valuation.

Governing Body

The Lower Platte North Natural Resources 
District (LPNNRD) is governed by a 19-member 
Board of Directors. The directors are elected at 
the general election for a term of four years, 
with half of the members up for election every 
two years. 

The district is divided into nine (9) subdis-
tricts. Two board members are elected from 
each of the nine subdistricts. Also, one board 
member is elected at large every four years.

The district operates by a set of bylaws 
which are kept on file at the district headquar-
ters at Wahoo, Nebraska.

LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD 
LONG RANGE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
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One of the great natural resources of Ne-
braska is the Platte River. It is the feature 
that attracted early settlers to our state and 
guided the wagon trails. Today, we look at the 
Platte River differently. It is a water source for 
agriculture and cities like Fremont, Lincoln and 
Omaha, a haven for wildlife, and a place for 
recreation. Issues surrounding the Platte are 
top priority at the LPNNRD, since approximate-
ly 72 miles of the river flow directly through, 
or border, the district.

FY 2015 Platte River Basin Activities

Platte River Alliance
The Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance 

entered its twentieth year in FY 15. The Alli-
ance members are the Lower Platte North NRD, 
Lower Platte South NRD, and several state enti-
ties dedicated to working with people to pro-
tect the long-term vitality of the lower Platte 
River Corridor. One primary focus has been on 
building a coalition including counties, cities, 
businesses and individuals concerned with the 
preservation and proper use of the river.

The Alliance is primarily concerned with the 
lower portion of the Platte River. This stretch of 
the river runs from Columbus to Plattsmouth. 
It winds past or through towns and cities such 
as Bellwood, Schuyler, North Bend, Fremont, 
Waterloo and Louisville. In FY 15, the Alliance 
was involved with many activities and projects 
that included: Environmental Suitability As-
sessment, Water Quality, River Obstruction Re-
moval, Recreation Planning and Development, 
River Tours and numerous educational events. 

Ice Jam Agreement
In 1994, the LPNNRD entered into an agree-

ment with two other NRDs and four counties to 
more effectively deal with ice jams and their 
resulting flood damages along the Lower Platte 
River. This area of concern is primarily south of 
the city limits of Fremont, Nebraska. Besides 
the Lower Platte North NRD, other partners 
include the Papio-Missouri River NRD, Lower 

Platte South NRD, and Cass, Douglas, Sarpy and 
Saunders Counties. This group has pooled funds 
to use explosives, when needed, to remove ice 
jams in a timely manner. 

During the winter of 2014-15, a ice jam oc-
curred at the head of the Clear Creek Levee in 
Saunders County which threatened the levee.  
A contractor was working on site renovating 
the levee, they used soil to help seal seep-
age on areas of the levee.  Without him the 
levee would have breached. The explosives 
contractor was put on notice and was on site 
to use explosives.  High winds prevented him 
from flying and the jam broke loose that day 
he was to fly.

Rock & Jetty Program
This program was developed to offer cost-

share assistance to landowners to construct 
erosion control devices for stream bank stabili-
zation and to assist Dike and Drainage Districts 
with maintenance of dikes along the Platte and 
Elkhorn rivers and perennial streams. In FY 15, 
this program provided $2,628 to 2 cooperators.

FY 2016 Platte River Basin 
Objectives

•	Administer $10,000 in the Rock & Jetty 
Program to assist with priority stream bank 
stabilization for a potential 40 cooperators. 
This includes assisting cooperators with 
meeting the regulations of the Clean Water 
Act and 404 permits.

•	Participate with LPSNRD, PMRNRD and other 
partners and provide up to $150,000 for the 
Western Sarpy/Clear Creek Levee Project 
and continue work with Nebraska’s Delega-
tion for obtaining additional federal funding 
to complete the Clear Creek Levee portion 
of the project.

•	Assist the City of Schuyler with closing out 
the completed Shell Creek Levee Project 
(Army COE 205 Project). 

•	Provide leadership assistance to the City of 
Fremont to continue moving forward with 

LOWER PLATTE RIVER BASIN
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exploring flood control solutions through the 
Army COE General Investigation study.  

•	Support the Lower Platte Weed Management 
Area financially and technically in controlling 
noxious weeds.

•	Support the Nebraska Land Trust in acquiring 
easements for the protection and preserva-
tion of quality lands.

FY 2017-2021 Long Range Platte River 
Basin Objectives

•	Continue to support the Platte River Corridor 
Alliance and continue to seek available fed-
eral and state funds to assist with Alliance 
objectives.

•	Continue to budget cost-share funds for pri-
ority bank stabilization along the Platte and 
Elkhorn rivers and other perennial streams 
in the district.

•	Promote riparian buffer zones along the 
Platte River and other perennial streams.

•	Continue to explore new, innovative and 
cost-effective ways to protect against stream 
bank erosion.

•	Provide education on stream bank protection 
and regulations. 

•	Budget annually, as needed, for the Ice Jam 
Agreement Fund.

•	Keep up to date on Clean Water Act and En-
dangered Species Act regulations. 

•	Continue to participate with Fremont to 
study potential structural and nonstructural 
measures to reduce flooding and economic 
losses on the Lower Platte River.

•	Assist the City of Schuyler to obtain federal 
funding for completing a levee system to 
reduce flooding and economic losses from 
the Platte River.

•	Encourage cities and counties to join the 
Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance and 
initiate floodplain management planning to 
promote wise floodplain development.

•	Assist dike and drainage districts to certify 
and properly maintain levy projects.

•	Budget annually, if in need, to support the 
Lower Platte Weed Management group in 
controlling noxious weeds.

One of the Lower Platte North NRD’s major 
responsibilities is to conserve and protect 
our ground and surface water supplies. To 
accomplish this goal, the Lower Platte North 
continues to participate in water quality stud-
ies, ground water level monitoring, and water 
resource educational activities. 
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FY 2015 Ground & Surface Water 
Activities

Ground Water Management Area
The LPNNRD implemented a District-wide 

Ground Water Management Area (GWMA) on 
January 1, 1997, to address both water qual-
ity and quantity concerns. Data gathered since 
1985 indicates where ground water quality 
conditions have deteriorated beyond those 
established as health standards, such as nitrate 
nitrogen. On that date, ground water quality 
Phase I (education) regulations in effect for 
the entire District. One primary rule in Phase 
I requires certification for fertilizer use. The 
District has developed a ground water program 
emphasizing a protection-based approach 
rather than a reactive, corrective approach. 

As of 2011, the District has two Phase 2 
groundwater quality control areas, those being 
Bellwood and Richland/Schuyler. The Bellwood 
Phase 2 Area was established in 2003. This area 
covers approximately 30 square miles in the 
western portion of the Platte Valley in Butler 
County and includes the town of Bellwood. 
The Richland/Schuyler Phase 2 Area was estab-
lished in 2004. This area covers approximately 
55 square miles in the Platte Valley of Colfax 
County and includes the towns of Richland 
and Schuyler. Elevated nitrate-nitrogen levels 
continue to be the major concern in both Phase 
2 areas. 

Due to the drought from 2000 to 2006 and 
heavy water demand, several of the District’s 
aquifers declined to the point where several 
wells have reached or exceeded their trigger 
levels. If more than 50% of the subarea, as mea-
sured in our GWEL network wells reach those 
trigger levels then a management area may 
be declared. Due to three consecutive years 
(2004, 2005 & 2006) of groundwater declines in 
the Butler County Uplands aquifer, the Lower 
Platte North NRD declared a “Level One Man-
agement Area” for the David City area effective 
in 2007. Due to changes in the District’s rules 

and regulations the remainder of the district 
has also been declared a Level One manage-
ment area. By the spring of 2009, the David 
City aquifer had recovered for two consecu-
tive spring readings, therefore the District has 
changed the status of the David City subarea 
on October 8, 2009 from a potential Level 2 
to a Level 1 ground water management area. 

As 2007 progressed, the district noted in-
creased ground water demands for irrigation, 
due in part to good commodity prices. Expan-
sion in the Uplands portion of Saunders and 
Butler Counties raised concerns that small 
pocket aquifers in the glaciated areas may not 
be able to accommodate even one or two ad-
ditional high capacity wells. On May 14, 2007 
the Board of Directors declared these areas as 
a ‘Temporary Stay Management Area.’ A second 
Temporary Stay Management Area was declared 
on November 12, 2007. The District completed 
a Subarea Delineation Study to identify aqui-
fer subareas and to help determine if the two 
consecutive stays should be made permanent 
in all or portions of the Uplands or be allowed 
to expire. In 2008, the LPNNRD revised its rules 
and regulations to take into account glaciated 
portions of our District, effects of the recent 
drought and new information from our Sub-
area Delineation Study. This revision included 
declaring a Level One District-wide manage-
ment area for ground water quantity, different 
classes of water well permits based on annual 
usage, and adoption of Stay Management Ar-
eas. The temporary stay became a Permanent 
Stay Management Area in May 2008 for the 
Swedeburg, Prague, Yutan, and Yutan South 
subareas. Other subareas are being monitored 
and may be placed in future Stay Management 
Areas if needed. 

In August of 2008, our office received four 
phone calls from domestic well owners all in or 
adjacent to the Platte River Uplands subarea 
northwest of Fremont, that they were running 
out of water. Following a survey of all well 
owners in the area, this subarea was declared a 
temporary Stay Management Area on December 

GROUND AND SURFACE WATER
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8, 2008. A second temporary stay was declared 
on June 6, 2009 and was under review to make 
this a permanent stay or let the temporary 
stay lapse. On December 3, 2009 this area was 
declared a permanent Stay Management Area.

In December 2008, the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (NDNR) declared 
the Lower Platte River Basin as “fully appro-
priated”. This designation would mean that 
no new additional irrigation acres would be 
allowed in the hydrologically connected area 
unless offsets were provided. After an intense 
review of the model that NDNR used, it was 
discovered that there were errors that lead to 
this declaration. NDNR reversed their prelimi-
nary decision in April 2009 and declared that 
the basin was not fully appropriated at this 
time. With the passage of LB 483, the District 
along with other NRD’s completed an update 
of our rules and regulations, which were ap-
proved by NDNR on August 21, 2009, to help 
avoid becoming fully appropriated in future 
years. The District will be able to expand new 
irrigated acres by an additional 2,500 acres per 
year for four years in this hydrologically con-
nected area. To assist with providing the best 
science for future fully appropriated decisions, 
the District has teamed with NDNR, UNL, and 
neighboring NRD’s to complete special studies 
to provide assessments and modeling to provide 
the best information in determining ground-
water effects to the Lower Platte River. These 
studies include Elkhorn Loup Model, The East-
ern Nebraska Water Resources Assessment, and 
the Platte River Modeling Study. From October 
2009 to October 2012 the District has issued 
10,000 new irrigated acres in the hydrologically 
connected or limited water development area 
(LDA) of the District, as allowed under LB 483. 
In addition, the District has agreed to limit 
expansion to 2,500 acres in the LDA for future 
years. These acres for 2013 were awarded on 
October 15, 2012 and will be issued in January 
2013. The drought of 2012 has also intensified 
the interest in irrigation and we received twice 
as many requests for new irrigated acres than 
could be granted by October 15, 2012. The 
drought of 2012 also intensified the number 
of well interference complaints. These were 

recorded and mapped to learn more about the 
long term sustainability of area aquifers and 
aid future management decisions.

As of December 18, 2012, the District had 
4,445 active registered irrigation wells and 
165 wells in our GWEL network. The Metropoli-
tan Utilities District (MUD) well field became 
operational in the summer of 2008. The MUD 
well field has 26 high capacity municipal wells 
in Saunders County (LPNNRD) and 16 munici-
pal wells in Douglas County (PMRNRD). This 
well field has a Corps of Engineers 404 permit 
to produce a maximum annual average of 52 
Million Gallons per Day (MGD) and a maximum 
daily yield of 104 MGD. Of the four bio-fuels 
plants planned for our District, none of them 
are currently in operation.

At the July 2011 Board meeting, the 
LPNNRD Directors voted to start the process 
for a voluntary Integrated Water Management 
Plan (V-IMP). In the fall of that year, LPSNRD, 
LPNNRD, and Papio-Missouri River NRD met to 
discuss working together to develop an IMP 
for the Lower Platte River basin. LPSNRD has 
already started the process, while the Board 
for Papio-Missouri River NRD has not yet voted 
on the proposal. The four other NRD’s in the 
basin (LENRD, UENRD, LLNRD, and ULNRD) are 
still undecided.

For 2012 all seven NRD’s have agreed to 
develop a Lower Platte Basin plan, but only 
LPN, LPS, Papio, and LE NRDs have also decided 
to develop an IMP.  All  Districts are presently 
drafting the cooperative agreement for the 
Basin Plan. The summer of 2012 also turned 
out to be a strong drought year with high tem-
peratures and very light rain. Many parts of our 
District during the month of July received no 
rain at all. Starting in early July the District 
started receiving numerous well interference 
complaints (~35) that continued into early Sep-
tember. Usually we receive no complaints over 
the course of the summer. These complaints 
were scattered over the District, except no 
complaints were received from the Todd Valley. 
The only limitation in the Todd Valley was for 
the community of Mead which was on voluntary 
water restrictions due to limitations of their 
facilities, not lack of water.
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The year 2013 proved to be a very active 
year concerning ground water management 
in LPNNRD and the entire Lower Platte River 
basin. The year started with cool temperatures 
and timely rains into the summer months. The 
exception was mid July and late August with 
temperatures in the 90’s and low 100’s and 
no rain. In late August we started receiving 
several complaints from the Bruno to Brainard 
area within LPNNRD and LPSNRD. This area 
has confined aquifers existing in many differ-
ent layers and when area high capacity wells 
all run at the same time this can cause large 
pressure drops in these aquifers. During the fall 
and winter of 2013 the LPNNRD was looking at 
modifications to our ground water management 
Rules to address more of these in-season de-
clines. The District is also working with LENRD 
on ‘Request for Proposals’ from consulting firms 
to help develop our Voluntary Integrated Water 
Management Plan in conjunction with DNR, 
with the goal to finish this Plan by the summer 
of 2015. The seven Lower Platte Basin NRD’s 
are also working on a Basin-wide Plan with the 
first step to develop Goals and Objectives. This 
work began in earnest during the fall of 2013.

In February 2014, the Board approved our 
updated GWMA Rules and Regulations that pri-
marily addressed the mid-summer declines in 
the Bruno area and the uplands of Platte and 
Colfax Counties.  These are now designated as 
the Butler-Saunders and Platte-Colfax Special 
Quantity Subareas.  Contact was awarded to 
Olsson Associates for development of a Vol-
untary Integrated Water Management Plan 
(V-IMP) for the LPNNRD to direct and organize 
Stakeholder and Coordination meetings and 
provide updates to the LPNNRD Board of Direc-
tors.  Deadline for completion for this contract 
and completion of this phase of the V-IMP is set 
for June 1, 2015.  The contract for the Lower 
Platte River Basin Coordination Plan (LPRBC) 
was awarded to HDR in early summer 2014 to 
develop a basin-wide approach to managing 
the water.  Seven NRD’s and DNR are involved 
in this process and three committees were 
formed: Board, Managerial, and Technical.

On April 13, 2015 the LPNNRD updated our 
GWMA Rules and Regulations to reflect the de-

lay of one year for installation of flow meters 
and establishment of irrigation water alloca-
tions for the Platte-Colfax SQS area.  These re-
quirements will now become effective in 2016.  
These same requirements became effective in 
the Butler-Saunders SQS area in 2015.  While 
LPNNRD has long recognized a difference in our 
GWMA Rules between confined and unconfined 
aquifers, further work is necessary.  A new 
management approach for confined aquifers 
with large midsummer declines needs to be 
considered.   Work with stakeholders for our 
Voluntary Integrated Water Management Plan 
was completed in June 2015 but further work 
on the Plan was delayed in 2015 due to other 
staff commitments.  This process will resume 
in early 2016.  

Current rules and regulations of the GWMA 
are available at the LPNNRD headquarters in 
Wahoo and via the district website at lpnnrd.
org.

Ground Water Quality Sampling
The Lower Platte North NRD continues ef-

forts to develop a ground water quality inven-
tory. The District has been divided into four 
primary aquifer regions: Todd Valley, Platte 
Valley, Shell Creek and the Uplands, and fur-
ther divided into 26 subareas. Due to current 
staff limitations the District is focusing on the 
State-wide ground water quality network, 
where staff sample the same 53 wells each 
summer to determine long term trends for 
nitrate-nitrogen. This information is provided 
to the Department of Environmental Quality 
and the Department in turn provides this to 
the Nebraska Legislature on an annual basis.

Samples were collected from 23 of 53 sites 
in 2015 (~ one sample per township).

Year Nitrate-
Nitrogen 

Range

% Nitrate-
nitrogen 

0-8.0 ppm

% Nitrate 
nitrogen 8.01-

10.0 ppm

% Nitrate 
nitorgen > 

10 ppm

2015 0 - 22.4 
ppm

82.6%

(18 of 23)

4.3%

(1 of 23)

13.1%

(3 of 23)

Samples for pesticide analysis were collected 
from three of these sites (13%). The pesticide 
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analysis was for a suite of 25 parameters, and 
all results were less than reporting level. 

Ground Water Energy Level Monitoring 
Network

One of the responsibilities of the NRDs in the 
State is to monitor fluctuations in ground water 
levels. With the help of area cooperators, a 
ground water energy level monitoring network 
has been established in the LPNNRD. This moni-
toring network has been established to obtain 
a better understanding of the ground water 
levels throughout the District. As of November 
2013, the LPNNRD had 168 wells in the ground 
water energy level monitoring network. These 
wells are monitored each spring and fall, with 
selected wells also measured in late August.

The LPNNRD compares the latest spring 
reading to the 1987 base-year to determine if 
a subarea needs to be declared a Level 2 or 
Level 3 ground water management area. Level 
2 and 3 management areas require flow meters 
on wells, annual reporting of water use, and 
establishment of acre-inch allocations. For the 
25 subareas within the District, 17 subareas 
are currently at Level 1 management, while 
the other 8 subareas still need additional 
information before these can be designated. 
The District prefers at least three years of data 
before the subarea can be designated as a Level 
1, 2, or 3 management area.

Due to three consecutive years (2004-2006) 
of groundwater declines in the Butler County 
Uplands aquifer, the Lower Platte North NRD 
declared a “Level Management Area” for the 
David City area effective Jan. 15, 2007. This 
was the district’s first management area for 
ground water quantity. Changes in the district’s 
rules and regulations in 2008 have placed the 
entire District in a Level One management 
area. The David City subarea ground water lev-
els have recovered above its designated trigger 
levels for two consecutive years (2008-2009), 
therefore this subarea was not placed into a 
Level Two management area, but reverted back 
to a Level One. 

Subsequent years (2007 to 2011) showed ad-
equate rainfall across the entire District, which 
allowed recharge to all of the District’s aqui-

fers. The spring readings of 2012 indicated that 
levels had recovered almost to the pre-drought 
conditions of 2000 to 2006. The drought of 2012 
seem to come on fast and strong starting in mid 
June. Daily temperatures in the mid to upper 
90’s with very little or no rain caused all water 
users to pump more frequently in an effort to 
keep up with crop and other water demands. 
As a consequence the 2012 fall readings showed 
a dramatic decline in ground water levels, es-
pecially in the confined aquifers of the Shell 
Creek watershed and the Uplands of Butler and 
Saunders Counties. Aquifers recharge and/or 
pressure equalize at different rates, therefore 
it will not be until the spring readings of 2013 
that a true assessment of aquifer levels will be 
possible. The water levels in 166 wells were 
measured in the spring of 2013. Of the 166 
wells measured, one well showed an increase, 
three wells were unchanged, and 162 wells de-
creased. Hydrographs in several of our confined 
aquifers have shown a one year decline that is 
equivalent to several years of decline noted in 
the previous drought of 2000 to 2006.

Spring readings in 2014 showed some im-
provement over the spring readings from 2013.  
In part this was due to near normal annual rain-
fall in 2013 and the flash flooding that occurred 
near Boulder, Colorado on September 12, 2013.  
While this flooding was very detrimental in 
Colorado, it had some benefits to Nebraska.  
Minor flooding on the Platte River occurred 
from the Colorado border down to Kearney, but 
from Grand Island to the mouth of the Platte 
River at Plattsmouth the river remained in its 
banks.  Nebraska diverted some of the flood 
waters into the Tri-County Canal to recharge 
reservoirs that were depleted due to the 
drought of 2012.  Other canal systems did the 
same.  The LPNNRD also believes this helped 
to recharge several of our aquifers near the 
Platte River that are in hydrologic connection.  
The spring readings for 2014 had the following 
subareas at the second consecutive year were 
50% or more of the subarea is below its Level 
2 trigger level: Fremont East, Octavia, David 
City, and Prague subareas.

The Spring readings in 2015 showed contin-
ued recharge so the potential Level 2 manage-
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ment areas listed above did not become neces-
sary.  Monitoring wells with continuous reading 
data-loggers also showed mid-summer declines 
in the uplands of Platte-Colfax SQS.  An addi-
tional monitoring well with a data-logger was 
also installed in 2013 in the Butler-Saunders 
SQS.  Because of these large midsummer de-
clines we are seeing in confined aquifers, the 
establishment of a new management approach 
is in order.  This will likely require the installa-
tion of several more monitoring wells in these 
SQS areas (and potentially other areas with 
confined aquifers) so staff don’t have to rely on 
measuring just irrigation wells during the peak 
of the irrigation season.  For the first time In 
early August of 2015, the NRD measured wells 
in and around each of the SQS areas.  Abundant 
rainfall in the Butler-Saunders SQS resulted in 
many of the irrigation wells not even being 
turned on during the summer.

The District has also established, with the 
help of Lincoln Water System, Metropolitan 
Utilities District of Omaha, US Geological Sur-
vey, US Army Corps of Engineers, University 
of Nebraska, Lower Platte South NRD, and 
Saunders County, a network of monitoring 
wells to track changes in ground water levels 
in the Wann Basin area, which is in the Platte 
River valley north of Ashland. This area has 
two major municipal well fields and the ongo-
ing cleanup efforts of a former ordnance plant 
south of Mead, Nebraska. This network was 
established in the fall of 2003. Readings are 
taken three times per year in late March, late 
August, and late October.

Chemigation
Chemigation is the practice of applying 

fertilizers or other agricultural chemicals to 
land or crops through an irrigation system. To 
protect Nebraska’s ground water from possible 
back-flow of chemicals into irrigation wells, 
the Legislature enacted LB 284, the Chemi-
gation Act in the 1980s. The Act requires the 
operator of a chemigation system to obtain 
a permit prior to use. To obtain this permit, 
the chemigation equipment must be properly 
equipped, inspected and approved by the NRD 
before applying any chemicals. The number of 

chemigation permits continues to slowly rise 
in the District with each recent successive 
year settling a new record.  In 2014 and 2015 
heavy rains before and during the planting 
season caused a large increase in the number 
of chemigation requests due to fertilizer being 
washed out of the root zone.

Chemigation 
Permits

Total Renewal New

November 2014 465 381 84

Noveber 2015 515 420 94

In 2011 the Legislature though LB28 proposed 
some changes to Title 195 – the Chemigation 
Regulations. Most of these changes were simple 
house-keeping changes, except for the addition 
of rules for sub-surface drip irrigation. Mainte-
nance of sub-surface drip irrigation systems is 
exempt from the chemigation permits provided 
1) the system has an inline check valve and 
2) the system has an Underground Injection 
Control Permit.  This is only applicable for one 
maintenance event each year.

In 2014 the Legislature approved LB272 for 
additional changes to Title 195 that would let 
the individual NRD’s set their own chemigation 
fees.  Chemigation fees for LPNNRD are: $60 
for a New permit, $30 for a Renewal permit, 
and $120 for an Emergency permit.

Decommissioned (Abandoned) Wells
Decommissioned (Abandoned) wells are a 

health and safety concern and have been ruled 
as illegal by the Nebraska Legislature. It is 
estimated that there are approximately one-
thousand improperly abandoned wells within 
the Lower Platte North Natural Resources 
District boundaries. A well not used for three 
consecutive years or one which is no longer 
useful is considered to be abandoned and needs 
to be properly decommissioned. 

The Lower Platte North NRD offers up to 75% 
cost share assistance to landowners to properly 
decommission abandoned water wells. In addi-
tion, the district will assist with up to 75% of 
the cost for pump and obstruction removal on 
domestic and stock wells. To receive cost share 
assistance, the actual decommissioning must 
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be performed by a certified well driller or pump 
installer. The landowner has six months from 
the time of application to accomplish this task. 

Since 1992 the district has administered 
local and state cost-share dollars to decom-
mission 619 wells. During FY 14-15, 21 wells 
were plugged with this program. The district 
will administer approximately $15,000 of state 
and local funds to plug additional wells during 
the current fiscal year.

Precipitation Gauging Network
The Lower Platte North NRD has a District-

wide precipitation gauging network, which 
consists of six sites maintained by coopera-
tion landowners. Precipitation information is 
useful when merged with other District water 
programs including: ground water quality 
sampling, ground water energy levels, and sur-
face water/ground water correlations, among 
others.

Our normal yearly precipitation is 28 inches 
per year and for 2010, some parts of the Dis-
trict were over that amount and others less. 
Upper Shell Creek had the least rainfall with 
26 inches, while the Prague area had the most 
with over 33 inches. 

In March 2011 the forecast for the rest of 
year appeared that we maybe coming back into 
a dry cycle. The District average precipitation 
for 2011 was 27.0 inches or slightly under our 
normal amount of 28.0 inches. Most of the 
precipitation came during the months of April 
through August, with the fall again being very 
dry as in 2010.

For 2012 the spring months through May 
were slightly less than normal precipitation. 
However, June through the rest of the summer 
were very dry and temperatures in the mid 
to upper 90’s almost every day. In the Fall of 
2012 most of Nebraska is listed as extreme to 
exceptional drought conditions by NOAA.

For 2013 the year started with cool tempera-
tures and timely rains into the summer months. 
The exception was mid July and late August 
with temperatures in the 90’s and low 100’s 
and no rain. The US Drought Monitor website 
has our District as ‘Abnormally Dry’.

For 2014 the spring was relatively dry but in 
June the District received substantial amounts 
of rain in excess of 10 inches.  Wahoo itself re-
ceived 10 inches of rain in a one week period, 
which resulted in lowland flooding.  In late 
August to mid September the southern part of 
our District again received substantial rainfall, 
but this was not reflected in the counties of 
Platte, Madison, and Boone of our District.  The 
US Drought Monitor website has our District 
(and most of Nebraska) as no longer in drought.

Precipitation in 2015 was more uniform over 
the time-span of a year but did vary more geo-
graphically.  While north of the Platte River 
experienced good rainfall over the summer 
months, some irrigation was still necessary.  
South of the River, especially in the Butler-
Saunders SQS area, abundant rainfall resulted 
in little or no additional irrigation needed on 
crops.

Registered Wells
The Nebraska Legislature declared that the 

conservation and the beneficial use of ground 
water are essential to the future well-being of 
the State.  State Law requires that all water 
wells in the State of Nebraska be registered 
with the Department of Water Resources.  Wells 
that are not registered are illegal and should be 
registered as soon as possible.  It is estimated 
that 15% of the total irrigation wells in the 
District are not registered.  A breakdown by 
decade from 1970 to present shows the growth 
of active irrigation wells in the District. 

Table of Active Irrigation Wells within LPNNRD compiled by 
Completion Date

Date Number of Active Irrigation Wells in 
the District

December 31, 1970 1,428

December 31, 1980 2,756

December 31, 1990 3,241

December 31, 2000 3,686

December 31, 2010 4,307

December 31, 2015 4,579



14

Well Permits
In May of 2008, the LPNNRD placed a flow 

meter and water reporting condition on well 
permits for all permits issued after that date. 
All well permits require well owners to install 
a flow meter and report their water use for the 
calendar year to the LPNNRD by January 31 of 
the following year. This reporting requirement 
is effective the year the well is drilled and for 
each year thereafter, until the well is decom-
missioned. After experiencing closer to normal 
average rainfall conditions over the last three 
years, new well permit requests across the 
District have decreased.  For 2015, the District 
issued 48 well permits with 25 new irrigation 
wells, 15 replacement irrigation wells, 3 live-
stock wells, 1 commercial well, and 4 wells 
listed as other.

Special Studies

Elkhorn Loup Model
The LPNNRD is a partner in the Elkhorn 

Loup Model Study, as this basin overlaps and 
covers portions of upper Shell Creek. The 
Elkhorn-Loup Model (ELM) project is a study 
of surface water and groundwater resources in 
the Elkhorn River basin upstream of Norfolk, 
Nebraska and the Loup River basin upstream 
of Columbus, Nebraska. The study will assist 
the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
and the Natural Resources Districts within the 
study area by characterizing the groundwater 
system and by providing a regional groundwa-
ter flow model that could be used to evaluate 
surface water/groundwater interaction in the 
study area. The study will also provide data and 
interpretations that could serve as the basis 
for future management of the regional water 
resources. This study is well underway and 
some of the reports have been completed and 
are available online at http://ne.water.usgs.
gov/projects/elm.html. The ELM model is cur-
rently in Phase 3 with emphasis on developing 
a two layer model to more accurately reflect 
observed changes in ground water levels.

In early 2011, the ELM project learned that 
funding from IWMPPF was being reduced due 
to budget cuts from DNR and the Nebraska 
Legislature. Further test holes and geophysical 

work was delayed or eliminated. At subsequent 
technical meetings the group discussed which 
scenarios had the highest priority to run by the 
model once it is completed.

In 2013 the USGS converted the ground water 
model from a one layer to a two layer model 
and has now been completed.  For 2014 USGS 
is training NRD personnel on the use of GIS to 
generate maps using batch files and the com-
pleted ELM MODFLOW model. 

Eastern Nebraska Water Resources Assessment
LPNNRD is a partner is the Eastern Nebraska 

Water Resources Assessment study. In order to 
better understand and manage this resource, 
several Natural Resources Districts, State and 
Federal Agencies have formed the Eastern 
Nebraska Water Resources Assessment group 
(ENWRA) and are proposing to do a geologic 
framework study at three locations. These 
pilot studies will evaluate different methods 
and techniques to characterize and map the 
subsurface. One of these methods will use 
Helicopter Electromagnetic (HEM) surveys, 
which is a geophysical method that can quickly 
map the subsurface geology over a fairly large 
area. HEM has been used successfully in other 
parts of the United States. A separate study 
funded by the Nebraska Department of Natu-
ral Resources will look at other geophysical 
methods to test their effectiveness, such as 
Direct Current Resistivity survey. Information 
from that study will be incorporated into this 
project. Test holes and monitoring wells will 
also be installed to verify these different geo-
physical methods and will be used as long-term 
ground water quantity and quality monitoring 
sites in the future. If successful, geophysical 
techniques could provide a rapid assessment 
technique to characterize other glaciated ar-
eas of eastern Nebraska. This project will lay 
the groundwork for future studies (including 
ground water modeling efforts) and improving 
on existing water management plans.

In the fifth year of the study (2011), the fo-
cus shifted to publication of existing C&SD data 
and updating of the DNR database. C&SD has 
numerous drilling logs and studies that need to 
be digitized for publication. Also publication of 
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test results for the three study areas and evalu-
ation of the HEM and Time Domain geophysical 
methods are being developed. These reports 
were presented in the spring of 2011. 

The latest ENWRA study was looking to fly 
long Airborne Electromagnetic (AEM) transects 
over eastern Nebraska to better model the 
geology of the glaciated portion of the State.  
ENWRA coordinator Katie Cameron applied to 
the Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) for 
$198,000 to help fund the study, but was unsuc-
cessful.  ENWRA went ahead with the project 
with a contribution of $381,000 and NDNR  
contributed $500,000.  A new AEM method was 
used called SkyTEM 508, which is expected 
to see to a depth of 800 to 1,200 feet below 
the surface.  This will provide information on 
deep geologic formations, such as aquifers and 
bedrock, that were previously little known.  
The flights occurred in the fall of 2014 and the 
spring of 2015 and the results are now listed on 
the ENWRA website at (www.enwra.org).  Click 
on the “2015 AEM” button to view the results.  
ENWRA has submitted two grant requests to the 
Water Sustainability Fund in December 2015.  
One request is to do additional AEM flights and 
the other is to study the water quality in the 
bedrock aquifers.

Platte River Modeling Study
The University of Nebraska is conducting this 

ground water modeling effort of the Platte Riv-
er in the LPNNRD. The purpose of this project is 
to develop a regional groundwater flow model 
that will be used to analyze the interactions of 
aquifer-stream-well systems and to determine 
the 10-50 boundary line for wells that are hy-
drologically connected to rivers and streams. 
The model will focus on the analysis of wells in 
the following counties: Saunders, Butler, Col-
fax, and Dodge, which are administered by the 
Lower Platte North NRD. This project consists 
of two phases: phase I – development of model 
framework; phase II – hydrologic data collection 
and groundwater-stream model development.

In 2008 & 2009, phase 1 of the project were 
generally completed:

•	 Aquifer tests (pumping and recovery) 
were conducted at two sites – south 

of the Platte River [Butler County] 
northwest of Octavia, and north of the 
Platte River [Colfax County] northeast 
of Schuyler.

•	 Collected geo-probe samples (soil cores 
and electro-conductivity) from sandbars 
along the banks of the Platte River at ten 
locations – one in Colfax County, three in 
Butler County, two in Dodge County, and 
four in Saunders County. Two more sites 
still need to be done, but high flows in 
the Platte River have caused delays.

•	 Permeameter testing at seven sites in 
the Platte River.

In the fall of 2010, Dr. Chen (chief investiga-
tor) reports that calibration of the model is in 
progress and hopes to begin actual simulations 
in the spring of 2011. Grant funding for this 
project comes from the Nebraska Environmen-
tal Trust.

For 2011, Dr. Chen asked for a six month 
extension to complete the model by the end 
of the year. This was completed and Dr. Chen 
presented that information in 2012. The hydro-
logically connected areas to the Platte River 
seemed quite extensive south of the river, but 
with the completion of the Subarea Delineation 
Study this information was forwarded to Dr. 
Chen. He has revisited the model and submit-
ted a second iteration in September 2012. The 
model was completed in early 2013.

Eastern Nebraska HEM Aquifer Mapping 
(Swedeburg Area)

Grant funding for this project comes from 
the Nebraska Environmental Trust. In April 2009 
portions of the Swedeburg subarea aquifers 
were mapped using electromagnetic sensors 
mounted on a helicopter (HEM). This was fol-
lowed in October 2010 with the installation of 
three test holes by C&SD to ground truth the 
HEM data. As an additional measure to assist 
with ground truthing, LPNNRD GPS selected 
irrigation and domestic wells in this same area 
that currently do not have footage or lat. – 
long. coordinates for their well logs. In the fall 
of 2011, three additional test holes were drilled 
by C&SD which fulfilled the contract with the 
University. Dana Divine (Project Coordinator) 
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gave a presentation on the HEM data at the 
September 28, 2011 Water Committee, but due 
to limitations in the NET grant, the comparison 
of the HEM data with the test hole data had 
to be cut. Staff will review the cost of ground 
truthing the HEM data for further discussion 
by the Board.

For 2012, the correlation of the HEM data to 
the test holes has been completed and Dana 
Divine gave a presentation of those results at 
the December 2012 Board meeting. The HEM 
worked well to define upper resistive materials 
(sands and gravels) but had mixed results at 
deeper formations greater than 80 feet deep. 
Divine also presented information contrasting 
an estimate of the thickness of the upper re-
sistive unit vs. the estimated saturated thick-
ness of this same formation. A final report was 
delivered to LPNNRD in February 2013.

Farm Process Package (FMP) of MODFLOW 
Groundwater Modeling Software

The Farm Process Package is an application 
to the MODFLOW software program that looks 
at consumptive use of water based on precipi-
tation, crop type, and maturity of crop to assist 
in future management decisions. The FMP can 
be an important new refinement to MODFLOW 
to allow the NRD’s to more accurately account 
for water use by irrigated agriculture. This is a 
cooperative study between the Papio-Missouri 
River NRD, LPNNRD, and LPSNRD and the USGS 
who did the actual modeling for this project. 
The study area included land within the three 
NRD’s and focused primarily on the Todd Valley 
and the Platte River Valley north of Ashland, 
Nebraska. This two year study ran from 2010 
to 2011 with a possible report to be written in 
2012, if additional funding becomes available.

Certifying Acres
In July 2009, the District signed a contract 

with GIS workshop to develop a database of 
county assessor records as the preliminary step 
to certifying irrigated acres. Using the assessor 
records, LPNNRD staff, in early 2010, mailed 
out letters to landowners in Madison County 
to verify irrigated ground. As of September 
2015 all counties within LPNNRD; Madison, 

Platte, Boone, Colfax, Butler, Saunders, and 
Dodge have received a mass mailing, with 
Dodge County the last county still be entered 
into the database. As well as verifying, and 
cataloging irrigated acres, LPNNRD staff have 
been actively working with the Nebraska De-
partment of Natural Resources, as well as lo-
cal landowners to bring all irrigation wells in 
LPNNRD into compliance with Nebraska Revised 
Statute 46-602 (7). As a means of challenge, if 
a landowner believes the irrigated acres listed 
on their Acre Certification form to be incorrect, 
LPNNRD accepts FSA records from a period prior 
to restrictions, and within the last ten years, as 
district policy is ground is considered irrigated 
only if it is irrigated two out of every ten years. 
FSA records have been shown to be of limited 
use in Saunders and Dodge Counties, because 
for crop insurance purposes, unless there is a 
clear delineation between irrigated and nonir-
rigated portions of the field, the entire field is 
considered irrigated, they do not account for 
pivot corners. Saunders and Dodge Counties are 
the only two counties LPNNRD has encountered 
this problem.  Therefore, the LPNNRD has gone 
to using its own records on aerial overflight 
information to determine if corners are be-
ing irrigated.  When certifying acres has been 
completed, it will provide a true inventory of 
the irrigation needs of the District, which will 
be an important part of future groundwater 
management and planning.

Nebraska Ordnance Plant Water Pollution 
Clean Up at Mead

During the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s, an Army 
Ordnance Plant near Mead was used to assem-
ble bombs and served as an early Atlas Missile 
ICBM site. Over time, the soil and ground water 
at the plant site became polluted with various 
explosive residues and solvents. The cleanup 
has been divided into three basic project areas: 
Soils (OU1), Ground Water (OU2), and Building 
contamination (OU3). This area has been under 
study by the Army Corps of Engineers (COE) 
since 1988. 

The Soils cleanup was completed in 1998. 
Sixteen thousand tons of soil contaminated 
with RDX (an explosive residue) were inciner-
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ated. As part of the cleanup efforts for OU3, 
the COE demolished the load line buildings and 
storage bunkers in 1998. Approximately 900 
cubic yards of soil contamination (antimony 
may be from a former paint shop) was also 
removed near Load Line 4 in 2007. Other sig-
nificant developments included the continued 
search for the Mustard Gas Agent from Offutt 
Air Force, which was disposed at the landfill 
area below the NRD reservoir.

The cleanup of the ground water (OU2) in-
volved drilling 11 wells at the leading edge of 
the current contaminant plumes to halt their 
further advance. Water from these wells is 
treated and then discharged to Wahoo Creek 
or Clear Creek, or used for beneficial reuse. 
The time frame for OU2 cleanup is estimated 
at 90 to 140 years, extracting up to approxi-
mately 3.7 million gallons of water per day. 
More recent modeling efforts indicate that the 
majority of the contaminants could be cleaned 
up within 30 years. The containment wells 
and constructed water treatment plant were 
competed in 2002. Additional containment and 
monitoring wells plus additional treatment 
plants have since been established to assist 
with the cleanup effort and to contain the con-
taminant plumes. Beneficial reuse of the clean 
up water is currently being used by the Univer-
sity of Nebraska–Lincoln Agricultural Research 
and Development Center (ARDC) south of Mead, 
and by two landowner/producers for irrigation, 
livestock water, and for filling a pond. 

The groundwater cleanup has involved mod-
eling efforts to determine the impact of the 
proposed Omaha Metropolitan Utilities District 
(MUD) (located in the Platte Valley, two and a 
half miles northeast of the edge of one of the 
contaminant plumes) on containment of the 
contaminant plumes. The COE Omaha office 
approved a construction permit for MUD in 
2003 for this well field and operations began 
in 2008. The LPNNRD has and will continue 
to play a vital role in working with the Army 
COE, MUD and area landowners to help insure 
containment of the contaminant plumes and 
eventual cleanup without severe impact to the 
underground aquifer supplying the area.

At a public meeting on October 19, 2011 the 
Army COE had the following update:

•	 TCE total removed = 19,690 pounds from 
the ground water by the four treatment 
plants.

•	 RDX removed by the main treatment 
plant = 211 pounds 

•	 2010 ground water model evaluation has 
modified the use of some containment 
wells. EW-2, EW-5, EW-8, EW-10, and 
EW-13 have been turned off since these 
were causing the contaminate plumes to 
move further south than expected. New 
wells FEW-11, FEW-14, FEW-15, EW-16 
are now in operation and better placed 
to contain the contaminate plumes.

•	 MW-116 on two sampling events had 
‘detects’ of TCE and a new irrigation 
well in the area is the likely influence of 
these results. Pump test done on EW-1 
shows the capture zones of this well will 
normally keep this TCE in containment. 
In the future the COE will likely pump 
EW-1 harder during the irrigation season 
to compensate for this irrigation well.

Major focus on the cleanup efforts during 
2012 were: the drop in pressure in the dis-
charge line to Wahoo Creek, since this will 
affected the long term beneficial use of the 
cleanup water for irrigation; a plan to inject 
the cleanup water instead of discharge it, 
but a ground water model stills needs to be 
developed to determine the best hydrologic 
sites that could help speed up the cleanup ef-
forts; HEM flights were conducted by the COE 
in early October 2012 to further evaluate the 
geology of the area that will assist in cleanup 
efforts; the COE is recommending ‘No Further 
Action for OU3’, which deals with landfills and 
other burial sites, as well as, miscellaneous 
clean-up efforts.

Some of the highlights for 2013 included:
•	 Three extraction wells have been shut 

off (EW-3, EW-6, and EW-16) since the 
cleanup goal of less than 2 ppb of RDX 
has been obtained at these sites since 
2009. FEW-14 will be pumped at a slightly 
higher rate of 250 pgm to keep the lead-
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ing edge of LL3 plume in containment. 
A new extraction well (EW-17) was in-
stalled and will pump at 275 gpm. This 
well will supplement EW-12 and both 
are designed to contain the LL1 plume. 
With EW-17, nine containment wells are 
running.

•	 At Pilot Study site 1 (PTA-1) a zero valent 
iron barrier was installed in the aquifer 
to chemically treat the TCE and change 
it to a more harmless form. Lactic acid 
is also being injected into the aquifer as 
a carbon source to stimulate bacterial 
growth that will also break down the TCE.

•	 At Pilot Study site 2 (PTA-2) sodium ac-
etate is being injected into the aquifer 
to help break down RDX. Both studies are 
scheduled to take 14 months. If these 
methods work this could be up scaled 
to large areas to help shorten the clean 
up time.

•	 Results from the HEM flights (that were 
flown in October 2012) were completed 
in the fall of 2013. Buried power lines in-
terfered with the study and only limited 
new geologic information was obtained.

•	 The COE has announced that the Res-
toration Advisory Board (RAB) will be 
dissolved, but that the quarterly public 
informational meetings will continue. It 
has been three or four years since the 
last RAB meeting was held.

•	 Monitoring well MW-116 had a detection 
for TCE above the cleanup goals dur-
ing the August 2012 sampling event but 
during the March, May, and November 
2012 sampling events TCE was below 
the cleanup goals. This also happened 
in 2011 and the likely cause was heavy 
pumping of a nearby irrigation well. The 
COE has adjusted their pumping rate of a 
nearby containment well to compensate. 
MW-116 is at the lower end of the Atlas 
Missile Area Plume (LL-4 plume).

•	 A new contractor has been hired by the 
USACE to work on the cleanup efforts. 
HydroGeologic (HGL) will replace the 
current contractor of Environmental 

Chemical Corporation (ECC) who have 
worked 10 years at the site.

Updates for 2014 include:
•	 The 2013 Containment Evaluation has 

been completed with the recommenda-
tion to install an additional extraction 
well (EW-18) at the leading edge of the 
LL2 plume that will be placed between 
EW-7 and EW-9.  To date several extrac-
tion (EW wells) and focussed extraction 
wells (FEW) have been shut off, primarily 
due to these wells pulling the contami-
nant plumes away from other extraction 
wells.  The wells shut down are EW-8 
(LL1), EW-10 (LL2), EW-6, EW-5, EW-16, 
EW-3, (all LL3), EW-2 (LL4).  Extraction 
wells still operating include EW-12 and 
EW-17 (LL1), EW-9 and EW-7 (LL2), FEW-
14 and EW-4 (LL3), FEW-15 and EW-1R 
(LL4). 

•	 The highest RDX (explosives) concentra-
tions are in LL2, while the highest TCE 
concentrations are in LL1 and LL4.

•	 The second 5 Year review has been com-
pleted.  This is required by the Corps to 
take a fresh look at the clean-up efforts 
and evaluate any new technology that 
could shorten the cleanup time or cut 
cost.

•	 On site UV treatment systems have been 
installed on several extraction wells 
(EW-4, 7 and 9, FEW-11 and 14) to the 
point that the main treatment plant is 
no longer needed and therefore has been 
shutdown since April 30, 2014.  Reuse of 
the cleanup water is still available on the 
existing discharge lines, but users have 
had to install booster pumps to increase 
the pressure for use in center pivots. 

•	 Public availability meetings have gone 
from quarterly to semi-annual.

•	 The Pilot Studies for in-situ treatment 
within the aquifer for RDX and TCE are 
still on-going.

Updates for 2015 include:
•	 The 2014 Containment Evaluation has 

been completed and with the installation 
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of EW-18 the contaminates should remain in 
containment.

•	 EW-18 was installed and when it becomes 
operational, UV light will be used to treat 
RDX at the source.

•	 The COE plans to drill 3 test holes deep into 
the Omadi sandstone in early 2016 to see 
if contaminants have entered the bedrock.

Wellhead Protection Program
The LPNNRD implemented a wellhead protection 

program in FY 2001. The goal of the program is to 
minimize potential polluting activities on the land 
surrounding a community’s public water supply 
well(s). The District has identified 22 communities 
with pubic supply wells and they have been encour-
aged to become involved in the program. 

    The town of Lindsay is experiencing higher 
nitrate levels in some of their municipal wells and 
in 2010 applied to DEQ to develop a wellhead pro-
tection area for the town. If a wellhead protection 
area is established by the community, the LPNNRD 
may become involved in sampling area wells and 
the possible establishment of a Phase 2 or 3 ground 
water management area. No new updates for 2015.

Rural Water Districts
In recent years, the District has worked with 

communities who have had difficulties with water 
quality and quantity by forming two rural water 
systems. The Butler County system linked the 
village of Bruno in 2006, who was having water 
quality and quantity problems, to David City. Also 
in 2006, the Saunders County system linked the vil-
lage of Colon, who was experiencing water quality 
concerns, to Wahoo. The LPNNRD operates both 
of these systems. The District purchases water 
from the larger communities and delivers it to the 
smaller communities. Both systems are designed 
to serve rural customers along each service route. 
Combined, the two systems serve over 134 house-
holds in Saunders and Butler Counties.  The District 
has been in contact with several other communities 
and anticipates several more communities and rural 
customers to be serviced by rural water systems in 
the future.  In FY 2015, LPNNRD continued involve-
ment in a joint study that will eventually determine 
the feasibility of a rural water district for the vil-
lages of Brainard and Dwight.

Geographic Information System (GIS) and 
Global Positioning System (GPS)

The LPNNRD has been using Geographic 
Information System (GIS) technology since 
1996. GIS is an automated system combining 
database information and maps. Features on 
a map, created with GIS technology contain 
attributes or features descriptions that are 
referenced by location. Initially, a series of 
base maps were created and include counties, 
townships, sections, major streams, and major 
roads within the District. Subsequently, new 
data were generated using Digital Elevation 
Models (DEM’s), Digital Orthophoto Quarter 
Quadrangles (DOQQ’s), and the NRCS Soil 
Survey, among other sources. The District has 
incorporated the use of GIS into most district 
functions, thereby improving efficiency. In 
2002, LPNNRD entered into an agreement with 
several neighboring NRDs, UNL CSD, and the 
Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance leading 
to the development of the Mapmaker website. 
The Mapmaker website allowed the various 
partners to display a variety of geographically 
based data online, which has greatly decreased 
the number of phone calls into the office, as 
most consumers prefer to go to the Mapmaker 
site and print their own maps.

The Global Positioning System (GPS) relies 
on 28 NAVSTAR satellites, which provide world-
wide positioning and navigation information 
around the clock. Receivers acquire signals 
from satellites to determine precise locations 
on earth. The data obtained from taking GPS 
positions can be downloaded and mapped with 
GIS, making the two technologies complemen-
tary.  In recent years, LPNNRD partnered with 
NRCS on the purchase of a sub centimeter GPS 
base station. This allows NRCS and NRD staff 
to quickly and efficiently perform a variety of 
tasks in the field with survey level precision.  

In addition to in-house GIS activities, 
LPNNRD GIS staff assist a variety of partners, 
including projecting FSA aerial photography 
into Nebraska State Plane Feet coordinates 
for NDNR, custom authoring of maps for the 
Nebraska Land Trust, coordination of helicopter 
flight lines for invasive species control with the 
Lower Platte Weed Management Area,well as 
helping other NRDs with GIS questions as they 
emerge.
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FY 2015 Ground and Surface Water 
Objectives 

•	Continue with LPNNRD Ground Water Man-
agement Area (GWMA) programs to help 
avoid the Lower Platte Basin being desig-
nated “fully appropriated.”

•	Continue work on a Voluntary Integrated 
Water Management Plan (V-IMP) for the 
District.  In 2015 stakeholder meetings were 
completed.

•	Work with the Lower Platte River Basin 
NRD’s and the DNR to develop a basin-wide 
integrated water management plan.  Many 
meetings have been held, primarily focus-
sing on water banking in the basin, but no 
consensus has currently been reached.

•	As part of the GWMA, continue with LPNNRD 
certification classes, demonstration plots, 
generation of maps indicating problem 
areas, and development of a landowner 
database using spreadsheets and GIS.

•	Continue to cooperate with the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS) in monitor-
ing groundwater levels at two sites. 

•	Use the Subarea Delineation Study to identi-
fy ‘small pocket aquifers’ in the Swedeburg, 
Prague, Yutan, and Yutan South subareas. 
Review other aquifer subareas to determine 
if Stay Management Areas are justified in 
other portions of our District.

•	Continue sampling of approximately 53 
wells in our District that are part of the 
Nebraska State-wide Network. 

•	Following intensive ground water sampling 
of the Richland - Schuyler Phase 2 area in 
2013 and 2014, evaluate continuation of 
this Phase 2 area and/or modifications of its 
boundaries.  In 2015 the LPNNRD moved the 
current Phase 2 area to Phase 3, and added 
the 10 sections of the northern boundary 
from a Phase 1 to a Phase 2.  Nitrate-nitro-
gen values in the aquifer continue to rise.

•	Following intensive ground water sampling 
of the Bellwood Phase 2 area the LPNNRD 
modified the boundaries of this control 
area by moving 11 sections from Phase 2 
to Phase 1.  This reduction in size in 2015 

reflects the improving ground water quality 
for nitrate-nitrogen in this area.

•	Administer $15,000 of state and local cost-
share funds to decommission abandoned 
water wells, and provide 100% cost-share 
assistance within Wellhead Protection 
Areas. 

•	Maintain a multi-agency ground water en-
ergy level monitoring network in the Wann 
Basin of the Platte Valley north of Ashland 
to pool information from different agencies 
collecting water level data. This informa-
tion is being used by the COE and MUD to 
refine their ground water modeling efforts.

•	Continue to implement the Chemigation 
Program to inspect safety equipment on 
permitted irrigation systems in the district.  

•	Update the District’s Chemigation rules and 
regulations to reflect an increase in permit 
fees and non-compliance issues.  In 2015 
the District assumed greater control of the 
Chemigation program following approval 
by DEQ.

•	Continue with the district’s Well Permit-
ting Program and review of Variances in 
Stay Management Areas Hydrologically 
Connected Areas (Limited Development) or 
Restricted Development areas. 

•	Continue to review water use reports sub-
mitted to the LPNNRD as part of the well 
permitting process from new and replace-
ment wells.

•	Provide information and education on water 
conservation and safe disposal of farm and 
household chemicals.

•	Continue to site registered and unregistered 
wells in the district using GPS.

•	Promote and sponsor “Spring Conservation 
Sensation” at Czechland Lake in May 2015. 

•	Provide information on Integrated Pest 
Management in news releases and the “Via-
duct” newsletter to encourage reduced use 
of pesticides.

•	Support “Landscape Connection” event in 
Lincoln to promote the wise use of chemi-
cals in urban areas.

•	Assist in organizing the annual NRD Water 
Programs Conference held each year to 
update the NRD’s on activity of State and 
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Federal Agencies, new research and Legis-
lative issues.

•	Continue to Monitor changes in ground wa-
ter levels and quality in the district. 

•	Continue to install flow meters on irrigation 
wells that are part of our Ground Water 
Energy Level (GWEL) Network.

•	Expand the GWEL network to monitor aqui-
fer subareas as designated in the Subarea 
Delineation Study. This will be done by in-
corporating additional high capacity wells 
and the drilling of new monitoring wells.

•	Maintain a homepage for the Groundwater 
Management Districts Association (GMDA). 
GMDA is composed of Management Districts 
in Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Texas, Okla-
homa, Louisiana and Mississippi.

•	Continue to monitor clean up efforts by 
the COE at the Former Ordnance Plant at 
Mead, Nebraska.

•	Work with the COE to establish spacing 
requirements for future high capacity ir-
rigation, industrial, and/or municipal wells 
that are requesting to be installed near 
known contaminant plumes from the For-
mer Ordnance Plant near Mead, so these 
wells will not interfere with the COE’s clean 
up efforts.

•	Continue to monitor clean up efforts by the 
University of Nebraska at the ARDC facilities 
east of Ithaca, Nebraska.

•	Maintain transducers placed in District mon-
itoring wells to record changes in ground 
water energy levels.

•	Declare Level 2 or Level 3 Management 
areas as warranted caused by declining 
ground water energy levels in 50% or more 
of the monitoring wells reaching their trig-
ger levels after three consecutive spring 
readings.

•	Declare Special Quantity Subareas (SQS) due 
to mid-summer declines in aquifers that are 
vulnerable to large pressure drops caused 
by heavy pumping of large capacity wells 
at the same time. 

•	Develop informational classes for well op-
erators in the SQS as to proper installation 
of flow meters, set acre inch allocations and 
reporting annual pumpage to the LPNNRD.  

The Butler - Saunders SQS (SQS #1) became 
effective in 2015.  The Platte - Colfax SQS 
(SQS #2) will become effective in 2016.

•	Review livestock permits from DEQ.
•	Investigate irrigation runoff and ground-

water management area complaints as 
needed.

•	Continue to administer the Precipitation 
Gauging Network established by the district.

•	Expand the NeRain program within our 
District.

•	Continue to be a sponsor member of the 
Elkhorn – Loup Model (ELM)

•	Continue ground water modeling efforts 
with the University on the Platte Valley. 
Study will focus on determining hydrologic 
connection between surface water and 
ground water and determination of the 
10/50 boundary.

•	Contact well drillers and pump installers to 
further define areas that are experiencing 
well inference problems.

•	Continue to assist the Eastern Nebraska 
Water Resources Assessment (ENWRA) with 
the use of AEM (Airborne Electromagnetic) 
to study the eastern glaciated portions of 
Nebraska to provide a geologic framework 
map.  Flightlines were flown in the fall of 
2014 and the spring of 2015.  Through ad-
ditional grant requests, the LPNNRD hopes 
to do more extensive flightlines in our two 
SQS areas.

•	Improve irrigation efficiency by working 
with UNL Extension on the Nebraska Agricul-
tural Water Management Network (NAWMN) 
to install Watermark sensor’s and ET gauges 
with 20 producers each year in our District.

•	Continue with the process of Irrigated Acre 
Certification within the District.

•	Complete the Shell Creek Watershed Water 
Quality Plan.

•	Complete water quality objectives as iden-
tified in the Wahoo Creek Watershed and 
the Shell Creek Watershed Water Quality 
Plans.

•	Complete the Brainard/Dwight Rural Water 
System Feasibility Study.
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FY 2017-20201 Long Range Ground 
and Surface Water Objectives 

•	Update the Ground Water Management 
Plan to include Integrated Management of 
surface and ground water.  Study possible 
changes to how the District manages con-
fined aquifers that experience large mid-
summer declines.

•	Continue ground water quality sampling 
throughout the LPNNRD, both the State-
wide network and intensive sampling of 
selected regional aquifers.

•	Continue water quality education programs 
based on the goals and objectives of the 
LPNNRD Ground Water Management Area, 
which includes LPNNRD certification classes 
for landowners, municipal and industrial 
water users.

•	If needed, designate further Phase II & III 
boundaries for the Groundwater Quality 
Management Areas.

•	Continue with nitrogen application demon-
strations and participate with demonstra-
tions on integrated pest management and 
sustainable agriculture.

•	Assist in the projected decommissioning of 
1,000 water wells in the district.

•	Continue to use GPS to site registered and 
unregistered wells within the district.

•	Keep the Saunders County Rural Water 
System study as an alternative in the event 
of changing federal regulations governing 
municipal water supplies.

•	If necessary, designate Level II and III 
boundaries within the district to manage 
declining ground water levels.

•	If necessary, designate new Special Quantity 
Subareas (SQS) within the district to man-
age mid summer declines of ground water 
energy levels in aquifers that operate under 
large pressure swings.

•	Continue measurement of ground water 
energy levels in the district.

•	Develop a ground water model for each 
sub-area. 

•	Complete Platte Valley modeling efforts 
and submit information to the Department 

of Natural Resources for their review of the 
10/50 boundary line.

•	Complete Elkhorn – Loup Model (ELM) to 
determine which areas in the Shell Creek 
watershed are in hydrologic connection 
with the Elkhorn or Loup River basins.

•	Complete Eastern Nebraska Water Resourc-
es Assessment (ENWRA) and apply informa-
tion to the glaciated portions of our District.

•	Additional studies to identify vulnerable 
aquifers and modify GWMA rules and regu-
lations to protect these aquifers. Continue 
geophysical work, installation of monitoring 
wells and test holes to better define these 
vulnerable sub-areas.

•	Expand GWEL network to have recording 
monitoring wells in each sub-area to bet-
ter manage the resource.  This is especially 
important in confined aquifers.

•	Initiate new ground water studies to further 
define aquifers and their long term sustain-
ability in the LPNNRD.

•	Install at least one monitoring well in each 
sub-area with continuous recording of 
ground water energy levels.

•	Install precipitation gauges near monitoring 
wells in important sub-areas.

•	Complete the certification of irrigated acres 
and incorporate this into our Ground Water 
Management Plan and rules and regulations.

•	Complete water quality objectives as iden-
tified in the Wahoo Creek Watershed and 
the Shell Creek Watershed Water Quality 
Plans.

•	Continue to assist District communities who 
have difficulties with water quality and 
quantity by helping determine rural water 
system feasibility.

•	Complete water quality objectives as iden-
tified in the Wahoo Creek Watershed and 
the Shell Creek Watershed Water Quality 
Plans.

•	Continue to assist District communities who 
have difficulties with water quality and 
quantity by helping determine rural water 
system feasibility.

In response to the Erosion and Sediment 
Control Act (LB 474), passed in 1986, the 
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Natural Resources Commission developed the 
Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Strategy. 
This strategy outlines a course of action for ef-
ficiently conserving and managing the state’s 
natural resources.

    The Lower Platte North NRD administers 
the Erosion and Sediment Act and has patterned 
its local program after the state strategy. Strat-
egy objectives include completing 80% of the 
1987 land treatment needs by the year 2010 
and reducing soil loss on all lands to soil levels 
(“T”) by 2025. The LPNNRD updated the dis-
trict’s Erosion and Sediment Control Program in 
FY 96 to include provisions for sediment runoff 
control in urban areas. The district administers 
state and local cost-share funds through Soil 
and Water Conservation Programs (SWCP) to 
offer incentives to farmers for installation of 
land treatment practices.

FY 2015 Soil Conservation Activities

Soil and Water Conservation Programs 
(SWCP) 

Under Soil and Water Conservation Programs 
(SWCP), the LPNNRD administered $109,558.42 
of state funds and $33,000 of local funds for 
land treatment practices during fiscal year 
2014. Approximately $29400 in 319 Grant Funds 
have been spent in the Sand & Duck Creek 
watersheds. These cost-share monies helped 
construct practices including approximately 
18,350 linear feet of terraces, 4,472 linear 
feet of tile outlets, 26 risers and 16 basins. In 
addition, 8 Buffer Strip contracts were admin-
istered with $11,882 in state funds. The district 
also administered one new planned grazing 
project that affected approximately 98 acres 
of grazed pasture land as well as 46 irrigation 
flow meter applications.    

For fiscal year 2016, approximately 
$112,186.68 of state funds (from the Nebraska 
Department of Natural Resources) and $33,000 
of local funds will be allocated for soil and 
water conservation practices.

Erosion and Sediment Complaints 
The LPNNRD responds to occasional erosion 

and sediment complaints. In most cases, these 
complaints are resolved before going through 
the formal complaint process. Many cases are 
drainage issues that are resolved between the 
District and landowners. During FY 15 the dis-
trict received no formal complaints, but one 
minor drainage issue.

FY 2016 Soil Conservation Objectives

•	Use technical assistance from the NRCS 
in the planning, design, construction, and 
maintenance of conservation measures ap-
plied to the land.

•	Use Federal, state and local funds to pro-
mote and implement land and water treat-
ment projects in the Duck Creek Watershed 
to reduce soil erosion and improve water 
quality.

•	Use Federal, state and local funds to pro-
mote and implement land and water treat-
ment projects in the Dunlap Creek, North 
Branch and Miller Branch of Wahoo Creek, 
along with Cottonwood Creek Watershed, to 
reduce erosion and improve water quality.

•	Administer $109,558.42 of State NSWCP 
and $33,000 of local cost-share and grant 
funds to landowners for the construction 
of terraces, tile outlets, waterways, diver-
sions, small dams, planting of permanent 
vegetation, and maintaining water quality.

•	Continue to promote conservation tillage 
measures, pasture & range management, 
sustainable agriculture, and the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP), through news 
releases and the district’s newsletter.

•	Recognize the Outstanding Soil and Water 
Conservationist, at the Annual LPNNRD 
Recognition Banquet.

•	Continue to assist landowners in resolving 
soil erosion and sediment complaints.

•	Provide financial support and staff time to 
conservation education activities. 

SOIL CONSERVATION AND LAND TREATMENT
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•	Continue to work closely with locally-led 
conservation groups to promote soil and 
water conservation throughout the district.

•	Partner with the Shell Creek Watershed 
Group (SWIG) and NDEQ toward completing 
the Shell Creek Watershed Water Quality 
Plan.

•	Work with NDEQ and the Wahoo Creek lo-
cally led Steering Committee in pursuing 
additional grant funds to assist with land 
treatment practices as defined in water 
quality objectives in the completed Wahoo 
Creek Watershed Water Quality Plan.

FY 2017-2021 Soil Conservation Long 
Range Objectives

•Maintain existing land treatment practices 
and programs.

•Continue to work with all counties in the 
district to reduce roadside erosion.

•Administer the NDEQ/EPA 319 Grant Pro-
gram to improve water quality throughout 
Wahoo Creek, Shell Creek priority watersheds. 

•Look for new and innovative soil and water 
conservation methods.

•Partner with NRCS, UNL Extension and land-
owners to improve all aspects of their water 
and soil quality.

•Continue to support the Land and Range 
Judging Contests. 

•Continue targeting SWCP land treatment 
program funds for priority watersheds in the 
District.

•Use existing and new technology and GIS 
software programs for implementing and pro-
moting soil conservation practices.

•Promote the use of and make available soil 
surveys and land use information.

•Continue to support Locally Led Landowner 
Groups to promote and implement soil and 
water conservation practices.

Watershed projects have been completed in 
five of eleven sub-watersheds (see Appendix E) 

in the LPNNRD to help control floodwater and 
provide grade stabilization. These projects 
include Bellwood, Clear Creek, Cottonwood 
Creek, and Swedeburg watersheds, along with 
Rawhide Creek. Future flood control priority 
areas include Shell Creek, Skull Creek and 
Wahoo Creek watersheds. On federal and state 
projects where the LPNNRD acts as project 
sponsor, the district obtains land rights and 
mitigates for loss of trees, wildlife habitats 
and fences destroyed by project construction. 
The LPNNRD is also responsible for operation 
and maintenance activities on these projects 
after they are built.

    The LPNNRD offers local assistance for 
the construction of small dams that can help 
counties and/or landowners protect county 
roads, control erosion and provide water for 
livestock and wildlife.

FY 2015 Flood Control and Damage 
Reduction Activities

Sand Creek Environmental Restoration 
Project (Lake Wanahoo)

In 1993, the Lower Platte North NRD, City of 
Wahoo and Saunders County began investigat-
ing the possibility of constructing a multipur-
pose dam site on Sand Creek, one mile north 
of Wahoo. A feasibility study was completed to 
look at soil types, water budget and benefits 
derived from the possible construction of the 
lake. The report gave a positive benefit cost 
ratio should the lake be constructed. The study 
identified reduction in storm damages and 
recreation as two major benefits, with no fatal 
flaws identified. A later study by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers identified Lake Wanahoo and 
seven smaller upstream dams as the preferred 
alternative for environmental restoration and 
flood control in the watershed.

With the invaluable assistance of numerous 
local, state and federal partners, 2011 wit-
nessed the completion of construction on Lake 
Wanahoo’s earth embankment. The breakwater 

FLOOD CONTROL AND DAMAGE REDUCTION ACTIVITIES
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feature and the fisheries component have also 
been completed. Recreation components were 
also started for Lake Wanahoo in FY 2011 and 
landrights were secured for five of the seven 
upstream sediment/nutrient trap structures. 
Construction of the five upstream structures 
were completed in FY 2012 and the final two 
structures were completed in FY 2014.  The 
District has Operation and Maintenance respon-
sibilities on all seven structures.  

Operation and Maintenance
District staff completed inspections on 50 

watershed structures and special projects in 
the NRD in FY 14/15. These inspections help 
detect problems before they become serious. 
Also during the 2015 fiscal year, noxious weeds 
were sprayed on 50 structures and along Raw-
hide Ditch 8. Annual maintenance activities 
such as removing debris, repairing fences and 
unplugging risers were completed at many 
of the dam locations. On Bellwood 3-B wave 
erosion and cattle erosion was corrected and 
rip-rap was placed on the face of the dam for 
protection.  The site was also re-fenced.

Army Corps of Engineers 205 Flood Studies
Over the past few years, the District has 

partnered with local entities and the US Army 
Corps of Engineers to study flood protection 
alternatives for their areas. In 2004, LPNNRD 
partnered with Fremont, Inglewood and Dodge 
County to look at a potential levee project 
to remove areas from the Platte River 100-
year ice induced floodplain. In 2005, LPNNRD 
entered into a interlocal agreement with the 
City of Schuyler to evaluate levee protection 
options to protect the city from flooding from 
the Platte River and Shell Creek. In FY 2015, 
a new project manager for the COE took over 
and Federal funding was made available to 
complete the Fremont 205 Study, when com-
plete the study will transform to a General 
Investigation (GI) Study. I

In FY 2012, the Schuyler 205 Study was 
completed and entered into the project de-
sign phase. In FY 2014 the design phase was 
completed and LPNNRD assisted Schuyler with 
obtaining needed landrights for the Shell Creek 

Levee portion of the project which began con-
struction activities in the spring of 2014 and 
was completed in the fall of 2015. 

FY 2016 Flood Control and Damage 
Reduction Objectives

•	Continue with accelerated land treatment 
efforts in identified priority watersheds in 
the District. 

•	Complete biannual inspections on 50 wa-
tershed structures; spray noxious weeds on 
50 dams and 10 miles of ditch; complete 
regular maintenance activities at all sites.

•	Continue to educate the public on wa-
tershed management and flood control in 
LPNNRD newsletters and news releases.

•	Cooperate with landowners and counties in 
evaluating small dam sites for cost-share 
throughout the district.

•	Continue to partner with the Army Corps of En-
gineers, City of Fremont, Englewood and Dodge 
County to complete the General Investigation 
study efforts to identify a feasible flood control 
solutions.

•	Continue to support the City of Schuyler on 
the completed construction of the Shell Creek 
levee project and budget $125,000 in FY 2016 
for the project.  

•	Assist District Communities in evaluating future 
flood protection for their communities through 
the District’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.

•	Work with Communities, Counties and other 
entities in updating our District-wide All Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.

FY 2017-2021 Flood Control and 
Damage Reduction Long Range 

Objectives

•	Commit funds and staff time toward obtain-
ing funds for floodwater control structures 
in the Wahoo Creek Watershed.

•	Continue to budget staff time and funds 
to maintain and operate completed flood 
control structures that are sponsored by 
the LPNNRD.



26

•	Continue to investigate flood control/
water storage structure opportunities for 
Wahoo Creek, Shell Creek and Skull Creek 
Watersheds.

•	Continue to support the efforts of the Platte 
River Alliance to encourage cities and coun-
ties in the district to accept and implement 
Floodplain Management Authorities. 

•	Assist Schuyler with pursuing federal as-
sistance for completing construction of the 
Platte River Levee flood protection project 
as identified and preliminarily designed as 
a result by the Army Corps of Engineers 
205 study.

•	Assist Fremont, Inglewood and Dodge 
County with flood protection projects as 
identified by the Army Corps of Engineers 
General Investigation study.

•	Assist District Communities in evaluating 
future flood protection for their communi-
ties through updating the District’s Hazard 
Mitigation Plan and assisting with identified 
projects.

The district administers several programs 
designed to enhance the region’s forest, range, 
and wildlife land, including the Tree Planting 
Program, Wildlife Habitat Program, SWCP Pro-
gram, and Mitigation Program. The district also 
sponsors educational activities such as Range 
Judging and Land Judging contests, and other 
school-oriented activities.

FY 2015 Forestry, Range and Wildlife 
Habitat Activities 

Tree Program 
One of the most visible and popular programs 

offered by the LPNNRD is the district’s tree 
planting program. As a direct result of this 
program, begun in 1973, an estimated 800,000 
trees and shrubs have been planted in the dis-
trict. Trees and shrubs may be obtained from 
the NRD for windbreaks, shelter belts, wildlife 
habitat, woodlots, and Christmas tree plant-

ings. Besides providing a planting service, the 
NRD also designs tree plans and offers technical 
advice on ground preparation for tree sites. 

During the spring of 2015, 18,875 trees and 
shrubs were distributed to District residents. Of 
this total, approximately 8,295 were planted by 
the NRD field crew at 10 sites.

WILD Nebraska Program
WILD Nebraska is intended to encourage land-

owners to set aside land for wildlife habitat, but 
payment rates and acceptable practices have 
been adjusted in the new program to make it 
more flexible. 

The new program bases its payments on av-
erage county rental rates. There are numerous 
habitat practices eligible for funding in three 
major categories: Woodlands, Wetlands and 
Grasslands. Funding for the program is split be-
tween the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(75%) and the NRD (25%). 

The district did not receive any new applica-
tions for the program in FY 14/15. The District 
did receive a grant through WILD NE to enhance 
the wildlife habitat at Homestead Lake.  A tree 
removal contractor was hired and removed many 
trees. Other improvements will take place over 
the next year.

Community Forestry Program 
In FY 2014/15, the LPNNRD donated 1,000 

seedlings to Conservation Sensation, and schools 
for educational purposes. The District received 
one request for assistance from a church to 
plant trees during the year, spending $900. The 
District budgets $2,000 for such projects.

FY 2016 Forestry, Range and Wildlife 
Habitat Objectives 

•	Plant and distribute conservation trees and 
shrubs through the district’s Tree Planting 
Program.

•	Continue to include tree planting as an 
eligible cost-share practice under the SWCP 
program.

FORESTRY, RANGE AND WILDLIFE HABITAT
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•	Offer trees and give staff presentations to 
elementary students across the district.

•	Sign cooperators into the district’s WILD 
Nebraska Program and assist with funding 
from the CREP program.

•	Cooperate with the Extension Service and 
the NRCS in obtaining tree orders from 
District residents.

•	Recognize a cooperator for outstanding tree 
planting efforts at the Annual Recognition 
Banquet.

•	Provide cost-sharing for the conversion of 
cropland to grassland through the SWCP 
program.

•	Cooperate with Pheasant Forever Chapters 
to enhance wildlife habitat and establish 
windbreaks.

FY 2017-2021 Forestry, Range 
and Wildlife Habitat Long Range 

Objectives 

•	Sell between 20,000 and 30,000 trees and 
shrubs each year through the district’s Tree 
Planting Program, and to plant at least half 
of the trees ordered.

•	Provide information and education on tree 
planting, woodland management, grassland 
management, and proper wildlife habitat 
enhancement through the media, tours, 
and schools.

•	Continue to administer Wildlife Habitat 
programs in cooperation with the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission and other 
partnering entities as opportunities arise.

FY 2015 Recreation Activities

Czechland Lake Recreation Area 
Czechland Lake Recreation Area is a mul-

tipurpose project located one mile north of 
Prague, Nebraska on Highway 79. Flood control, 
recreation and education are the main ben-
efits of the project. Located at a convenient 
distance from Omaha, Lincoln, Fremont and 

RECREATION

Wahoo, the 85 surface acre lake is situated on 
265 acres of public access land operated and 
maintained by the LPNNRD. 

State park permits and fees are not required 
for entrance to the area. The District installed 
electrical service to 8 camper pads and estab-
lished an $18/night fee for the use a camping 
pad. There are also three non-electrical pads. 
A Nebraska Fishing License is required for 
anglers. The lake fishery is managed by the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, which 
stocks and monitors fish populations. Catfish, 
Bluegill, Northern Pike and Largemouth Bass 
were initially stocked in Czechland Lake.

Originally built as one of twelve floodwater 
structures in the Cottonwood Creek Watershed, 
Czechland Lake has developed into one of the 
area’s most popular recreation spots. The res-
ervoir and recreation area development was 
built at a total cost of $1.8 million. Funding for 
the project was shared by the Nebraska Natu-
ral Resources Commission, Saunders County, 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
and LPNNRD. Grant monies from the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency have been used 
to reduce non-point source pollution entering 
the lake and to provide educational resources.

In FY 01 the district received grants from 
DEQ (EPA Section 319) and the Nebraska Envi-
ronmental Trust to construct a silt dam with a 
sediment pumping station to route excess silt 
downstream around Czechland Lake to pre-
vent it from being deposited in the lake. The 
Czechland recreation area was used extensively 
during FY 15 generating approximately $7,000 
in camping revenue. Mowing, trash removal, 
repair and upkeep of park equipment, and 
thistle control kept LPNNRD park staff very 
busy during the spring and summer.

Homestead Lake (Skull Creek Site #55)
Construction was completed on Homestead 

Lake in 2001. The dam offers flood control for 
nearby communities, and has been developed 
for public recreation. Recreation facilities in-
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clude a shelter, restroom, picnic areas, a boat 
ramp, and hunting areas.

Lake Wanahoo
Work was completed on recreation facilities 

at Lake Wanahoo one mile north of Wahoo in 
FY 2012. Recreation facilities at the 1,600 acre 
site straddle the 662-acre lake, with camping 
and boating access on the west side and a day 
use area on the east. A rocked hiking/biking 
trail winds throughout the park, linking the 
east and west side recreation areas over a 
breakwater levee one mile north of the dam. 
Mowed trails north of the levee provide access 
to undeveloped areas set aside for wildlife 
habitat.

The camping area contains 74 camper pads 
and 60 tent camping sites. All camper pads 
are equipped with electrical hookups and 50 
of them are hard surfaced, with the remain-
der on grass. All tent sites have fire rings and 
picnic tables.

The camping area also offers access to a 
large boat ramp that’s wide enough to accom-
modate three boats at a time. Boating at the 
lake will be no-wake only.

The day use area on the east side of the lake 
has two large picnic shelters and two smaller 
ones, all offering scenic views of the lake.

Both the camping and day use areas provide 
excellent fishing access, with a total of seven 
fishing jetties. One jetty on each side has 
an attached handicapped pier. The lake was 
stocked with largemouth bass, bluegill, blue 
catfish, crappie, northern pike, and walleye 
beginning in 2008. 

Limited hunting opportunities will continue 
to be available at Lake Wanahoo through 
the popular PATH Program, where adults can 
schedule a time to mentor a youth hunter at 
designated hunting sites north of the recreation 
area.

The Lake Wanahoo Recreation Area was 
opened to the public in spring 2012.  An opera-
tion and maintenance plan was developed with 
the assistance of the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission and Pheasants Forever in FY 2014 
which identified activities were implemented 
in 2015

Wildlife Habitat Public Access Areas 
Under the WILD Nebraska program, administered 

jointly with the Nebraska Game & Parks Commis-
sion, the LPNNRD encourages landowners to allow 
public access on habitat lands signed up under 
the program. The NRD currently has a total of 15 
habitat acres in the CREP program, none of which 
offer public access.

FY 2016 Recreation Objectives

•	Continue to budget funds for maintenance, 
including grass mowing, painting, tree trim-
ming, road grading, outhouse cleaning, 
trash removal, and noxious weed control, 
at Lake Wanahoo, Czechland Lake and 
Homestead Lake Recreation Areas.

•	Acquire additional acres of wildlife habitat 
lands which allow public access under the 
WILD Nebraska program.

FY 2017-2021 Recreation Long Range 
Objectives

•	Continue to evaluate development of new 
outdoor public recreational facilities as op-
portunities arise.

•	Continue to administer the WILD Nebraska 
programs and pursue developing new areas 
offering public access.

It is the general policy of the LPNNRD not 
to provide financial assistance for drainage 
improvement and channel rectification unless 
a project has public benefit and is sponsored 
by a county or city. Over the years, the district 
has cooperated on several projects that have 
provided public benefit. 
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DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT AND CHANNEL RECTIFICATION

FY 2016 Drainage Improvement & 
Channel Rectification Objectives

•	Continue to oversee the progress of the 
Rawhide Creek West Branch Project to en-
sure that landowners control vegetation on 
Rawhide Creek to help it stay clean.

•	Provide continued assistance to Platte Cen-
ter with stabilizing a segment of Elm Creek.

•	Work with local landowners and Colfax 
County to improve Shell Creek flows east 
of Schuyler.

FY 2017-2021 Drainage Improvement 
& Channel Rectification Long Range 

Objectives 

•	Continue to assist counties and cities in the 
district that sponsor sound drainage and 
channel improvement projects.

In recent years, vast changes have occurred 
in Nebraska’s solid waste regulations. Landfills 
that weren’t properly designed, operated or 
sited were required to shut down, as were un-
authorized dumps. Now, in order for a landfill 
to operate, it must be approved by the State 
and receive a permit. If a permit is not issued, 
the landfill cannot legally operate. Currently, 
the only permitted landfill in the Lower Platte 
North NRD is a facility near David City. 
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WASTE DISPOSAL AND POLLUTION CONTROL

FY 2016 Waste Disposal & Pollution 
Objectives

•	Promote recycling efforts in the district 
through education programs, newsletters, 
and news releases.

•	Assist the Loess Hill RC&D with a Hazardous 
Waste Collection Day at City of North Bend.

•	Participate in education efforts to promote 
the reduction of pollution to our air, water, 
and soil resources.

•	Cooperate and be supportive of other group 
and agency pollution control efforts, educa-
tion, and/or regulation.

FY 2017-2021 Waste Disposal & 
Pollution Long Range Objectives

•	Assist and encourage all District communi-
ties in establishing collection locations for 
recyclable wastes.

•	Assist District cities and counties in estab-
lishing pickup days for hazardous household 
and farmstead wastes.

•	Promote waste reduction efforts in the 
district through education and incentives.

A major responsibility of the Lower Platte 
North NRD is to keep the public aware of the 
district’s various projects and programs, and to 
inform and educate children and adults about 
the wise use and management of our natural 
resources.
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FY 2015 Information & Education 
Activities

    During fiscal year 2015, the Lower Platte 
North NRD conducted many activities to help 
residents learn the importance of our soil and 
water resources and keep abreast of natural 
resource issues and concerns. Some of the 
highlights included:

Education Programs 
The district once again sponsored the “Spring 

Conservation Sensation” activities held at the 
Czechland Lake Recreation Area in May 2015. 
During this all-day event, nearly 400 fifth- and 
sixth-grade students from Saunders, Butler, 
Platte, Colfax and Dodge Counties participated 
in various activities. Hands-on activities were 
presented by agency personnel and volunteers 
to teach the students about the environment 
and their natural resources. Students visited 
stations demonstrating tree planting, fishing, 
soil erosion, water sampling and more. 

The district assisted LPSNRD who hosted the 
East Central Land Judging Contest in October 
2015 for area FFA chapters, with nearly 200 
students and a record number of schools par-
ticipating. LPNNRD also co-sponsored the area 
Range Judging Contest in fall 2015.

District staff presented various activities 
at natural resources festivals, field days, and 
school classrooms.

  District staff helped maintain the website 
for NACEE, the Nebraska Alliance for Conserva-
tion and Environmental Education. 

Awards, Contests, and Events 
In the summer of 2015, the district issued 

awards recognizing outstanding accomplish-
ments, including: Conservationist of the Year, 
NRCS Employee of the Year, Educator of the 
Year, and Volunteer of the Year, among others.

Free materials were distributed to churches 
to honor Soil and Water Stewardship Week.

The LPNNRD also attended five county fairs.

Publications 
In FY 2012, the district switched distribution 

of the “The Viaduct” newsletter from direct 
mail subscriptions to inserts in area newspa-
pers. In FY 2014, more than 58,000 copies of 
two issues of the newsletter went out in area 
papers and via email. The spring issue included 
the district’s 2013 Annual Report, which was 
previously a separate publication.

Various brochures describing LPNNRD pro-
grams and services were updated as needed in 
FY 2014. A Fact Sheet for use with the NARD’s 
public relations campaign was updated.

    News releases were mailed to district 
papers and radio stations, and numerous ads 
spotlighting different NRD programs were aired 
on KTIC Radio. In FY 14 the district also began 
running digital ads on the Wahoo newspaper 
website which continued in FY15.

Web Site
	The NRD’s website at www.lpnnrd.org con-

tains information on nearly all of the district’s 
projects and programs, as well as staff and 
director information, committee and board 
meeting minutes, and more. Online applica-
tion and registration forms for various projects 
and programs are available as well. In FY 2008, 
online payment capabilities were added to the 
site to allow customers to pay for trees and 
rural water bills.

    The district also maintained websites  
and mobile apps for two statewide NRD pro-
grams: Conservation Trees for Nebraska (www.
nrdtrees.org) and NRD Outdoor Recreation 
Areas (www.nrdrec.org). Mobile app versions 
are available for iPhone/iPad and the Android 
operating system. The district also has a 
custom-built Rural Water app for in-house use.

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION  
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FY 2016 Information & Education 
Objectives 

•	Publish the district newsletter “Viaduct” 
biannually in an electronic format and as a 
printed newspaper insert in 8 area newspa-
pers, and produce supplemental electronic 
issues on an as-needed basis.

•	Send timely news releases to the local me-
dia on various LPNNRD programs, projects 
and activities.

•	Continue with the annual Award Program. 
•	Provide District elementary students free 

trees, as requested, in the spring.
•	Disseminate pamphlets and other publica-

tions about LPNNRD programs.
•	Provide LPNNRD staff as requested to speak 

to community organizations and schools on 
NRD activities and environmental topics.

•	Continue to provide a display at county 
fairs (up to five major counties) within the 
district.

•	Promote Soil & Water Stewardship Week 
and distribute free materials to churches 
throughout the NRD.

•	Sponsor the Spring Conservation Sensation 
in spring 2016.

•	Sponsor the area Land Judging Contest in 
fall 2016.

•	Participate in Nebraska Alliance for Conser-
vation and Environmental Education.

•	Update the district’s web site regularly.
•	Continue social networking outreach for 

the district through use of tools such as 
Facebook, Twitter, etc. 

FY 2017-2021 Information & 
Education Long Range Objectives

•	Search for new and effective ways to inform 
and educate the public on the NRD purpose 
and programs.

•	Increase participation in activities spon-
sored by other agencies related to NRD 
responsibilities.

•	Seek to have conservation/environmental 
education as a part of the school curriculum.

•	Support environmental education activities 
and events. 

•	Assist in development of an outdoor class-
room for a District school.

•	Participate with the Information & Educa-
tion Staff Group to coordinate statewide I&E 
activities and produce statewide products.
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PERSONNEL

NRD Staff

	The staff of the Lower Platte North NRD 
includes 16 full-time and part-time employees 
at the district office in Wahoo. The NRD also 
staffs a full-time field technician, four clerks in 
Natural Resource Conservation Service county 
offices, and a Recreation Facilitator for Czech-
land Lake Recreation Area. Current staff as of 
December 1, 2014 was:

Larry Angle, Water Resources Manager
Tyler Benal, Water & 
Maintenance Technician
Jill Breunig, Administrative Manager
Cassi Deerson, Accountant
Duke Dokulil, Operation & 
Maintenance Technician
Eric Gottschalk, Rural Water 
Manager/Projects Coordinator 
Bob Heimann, Operation & 
Maintenance Supervisor
John Miyoshi, General Manager
Tom Mountford, Assistant Manager
Mike Murren, Large Projects Coordinator
Russell Oaklund, Lead Water 
Resources Specialist
Dave Odvody, Recreation Facilitator
Mitch O’Reilly, Operation & 
Maintenance Technician
Chris Poole, GIS/Computer Specialist
Karen Rezac, Secretary/Receptionist
Bret Schomer, Water Resources Specialist
Desirae TePoel, Information 
& Education Specialist

Staff Support for NRCS Offices:
Kelly Bartek, Conservation Technician
Susie Leu, NRD/NRCS Secretary 
(Butler County)
Patty Holmberg, NRD/NRCS Secretary  
(Colfax County)
Jenny Campbell, NRD/NRCS Secretary  
(Dodge County)
Marla Milliken, NRD/NRCS Secretary  
(Saunders County)

In addition to the listed full-time and part-
time positions, the district employs part-time 
and seasonal conservation technicians to assist 
in the layout of land treatment structures. 
There are also seasonal employees hired to 
help with water sampling, tree planting and 
maintenance of NRD projects.

FY 2017-2021 Personnel Needs

•	Personnel positions and assigned responsi-
bilities could increase as increased project 
and program responsibilities increase. 

•	Funding required for the LPNNRD projects 
and programs for Fiscal Year 2016 requires 
a general operating budget of $6,797,808. 
A tax levy of .044601 cents per $100 actual 
valuation is required from District property. 
Projected expenses and income for FY 2016-
2021 is shown in Appendix F. 

•	A tax levy of .044601 means that an owner 
of a $150,000 home will pay about $67 in 
NRD taxes for FY 2016. An owner of farm 
land valued at $7,000 per acre will pay 
about $3.12 an acre/year in FY 2016. The 
LPNNRD levy represents about 1.5 percent 
of the total property tax collected.

FY 2017-2021 Long Range Financial 
Objectives 

Although it is expected that the amount of 
revenue from all sources will fluctuate during 
the next few years, it is anticipated that the 
LPNNRD will operate at a mill levy between  
$0.045 and $0.055 per $100 actual valuation 
as the District continues to pay down past 
project indebtedness, assists with new project 
requests, and increases activities in groundwa-
ter management.
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FINANCES
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Fremont........................... 23,680
Wahoo.................................3,681
Schuyler..............................4,052
David City...........................2,522
North Bend........................1,249
Ashland.................................. 219
Newman Grove................... 770
Cedar Bluffs........................... 591
Yutan....................................... 626
Ithaca...................................... 133
Mead....................................... 513
Platte Center........................ 341
Lindsay................................... 321
Bellwood................................ 395

Inglewood............................. 286
Prague.................................... 282
Weston................................... 299
Morse Bluff............................ 128
Malmo.................................... 114
Tarnov...................................... 141
Colon....................................... 128
Leshara................................... 118
Richland....................................96
Linwood....................................91
Octavia................................... 132
Rogers.............................. .......117
Memphis................................ 117
Abie......................................... 106

Twenty-eight cities, towns and villages are located within the Lower Platte North NRD, listed below 
with their populations:

APPENDIX A - Estimated Population by County

COUNTY % OF COUNTY 
IN DISTRICT

ACRES IN 

DISTRICT

RURAL 

POPULATION 
IN DISTRICT

URBAN 

POPULATION 
IN DISTRICT

TOTAL % OF FISCAL 
INPUT

Boone 12.6 54,473 362 -- 362 2.3

Butler 44.3 165,476 2,022 3,387 5,409 11.0

Colfax 41.9 111,528 1,414 4,237 5,651 10.0

Dodge 30.2 104,245 3,100 25,215 28,315 35.7

Madison 6.3 23,086 194 770 964 1.5

Platte 38.5 169,432 2,878 723 3,571 10.5

Saunders 81.5 401,234 6,698 6,949 13,647 29.0
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APPENDIX B - Aquifer Regions



37

APPENDIX C - Ground Water Energy Level Status, Spring 2015
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APPENDIX D - Watershed Boundaries
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Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021
ADMINISTRATION
Bonds 750 800 850 900 950
Dues and Membership 30,402 31,000 31,500 32,000 32,500 33,000
Fees & Licenses 17,701 18,409 19,145 19,911 20,708 21,536
GIS 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500
Insurance 42,168 43,855 45,609 47,433 49,331 51,304
Interest Expense 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
Legal Notices 4,000 4,160 4,326 4,499 4,679 4,867
Maintenance Contracts 6,800 7,004 7,284 7,576 7,879 8,194
Office Supply & Expense 9,600 9,984 10,383 10,799 11,231 11,680
Computer Supply & Expense 26,700 27,000 28,080 29,203 30,371 31,586
Postage 7,000 7,280 7,571 7,874 8,189 8,517
Professional Services 84,800 85,000 85,500 86,000 86,500 87,000
Rent Expense 700 750 800 850 900 950
Support to Organizations 1,000 1,200 1,300 1,400 1,500 1,600
Telephone 16,650 17,316 18,009 18,729 19,478 20,257
Utilities 8,500 8,840 9,194 9,561 9,944 10,342
INFORMATION & EDUCATION
Education 2,400 2,496 2,596 2,700 2,808 2,920
Information 20,850 21,684 22,551 23,453 24,392 25,367
Schorlarships & Grants 2,600 2,704 2,812 2,925 3,042 3,163
Other 7,610 8,000 8,250 8,500 8,750 9,000
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE
Auto & Truck Expense 23,000 23,920 24,877 25,872 26,907 27,983
Building Maintenance 8,950 9,308 9,680 10,068 10,470 10,889
Comm. Forestry Program 2,000 2,000 2,500 2,500 3,000 3,000
Operation and Maintenance 67,750 70,460 73,278 76,210 79,258 82,428
Project Repairs 7,000 10,000 10,000 15,000 15,000 15,000
Stream Bank Stabilization 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000
WILE NE/CREP 30,261 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000
Other 34,600 35,000 36,000 37,000 38,000 39,000
PERSONNEL 
Directors Expense 46,600 48,464 50,403 52,419 54,515 56,696
Directors Per Diem 40,000 41,000 42,000 43,000 44,000 45,000
Employee Benefits 361,516 375,977 391,016 406,656 422,923 439,839
Payroll Taxes 81,320 84,573 87,956 91,474 95,133 98,938
Personnel Expense 38,500 39,000 39,500 40,000 40,500 41,000
Salaries 1,158,569 1,161,238 1,196,075 1,231,957 1,268,915 1,306,983
PROJECTS
Inter-governmental 71,926 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000
Special Projects 5,500 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000
Wanahoo (Includes interest) 61,058 50,000 20,000
Other Projects (205 Projects, ect.) 480,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000
PR CORRIDOR ALLIANCE 101,280 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000
WATER 
Groundwater Management Plan 104,247 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000
Groundwater Programs 31,450 32,708 34,016 35,377 36,792 38,264
Regulatory 500 500 500 500 500 500
Surface Water Programs 19,000 20,000 21,000 22,000 23,000 24,000
Special Projects 840,100 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000
Land Treatment 814,278 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000
RURAL WATER DISTRICT 88,025 90,000 92,000 94,000 96,000 98,000
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Sand Creek- Wanahoo Dam 1,016,515 500,000 500,000
Sand Creek Recreation 485,000
Czechland Lake 5,000
Western Sarpy/Clear Creek Const. 150,000 150,000 150,000 150,000 150,000 150,000
Monitoring Wells 36,000 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000
Bellwood Dam 3-B Repair 30,000
Rawhide Fifford Culvert 50,000
Rural Water 2,895
CAPITAL OUTLAY 197,787 70,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000
BUDGET TOTAL 6,797,108 4,884,079 4,909,512 4,471,795 4,552,013 4,634,253

APPENDIX E - Projected Budget (Expenses), Fiscal Years 2016-2021
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APPENDIX F - Projected Budget (Income), Fiscal Years 2015-2020

Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE 1,021,860 800,000 800,000 800,000 800,000 800,000
PROPERTY TAX 4,059,380 4,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000
FEDERAL INCOME
Hazard Mitigation Update 36,298
Cottonwood 319 5,200
Sand & Duck Creek 319 134,000
Shell Creek 319 1,247 50,000 150,000 150,000 150,000 150,000
Wahoo Creek 319 60,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000
STATE
Decommissioned Well Fund 2,200 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000
Natural Resource WQ Fund 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000
NE Buffer Strip Program 12,840 13,000 13,000 13,000 13,000 13,000
NRDF - Wanahoo 603,590
Sand Creek - Recreation 291,000
Wahoo Creek NET Grant 105,000 106,000
Wild NE 22,500
Water Sustainablity Fund 356,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000
Shell Creek NET 292,000
LOCAL
Chemigation 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000
Czecland Camping 6,500 6,500 6,500 6,500 6,500 6,500
Director/Employee Reimb. 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
Equipment Rent 4,500 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
Fremont South 205 137,500
Gain/Loss sale of assests 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500
Game & Parks Sales 250 250 250 250 250 250
Interest 100 100 100 100 100 100
Misc. Income 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000
NRD/NRCS Clerks 70,000 72,000 74,000 76,000 78,000 80,000
Other Sales 4,000 9,000 9,000 9,000 9,000 9,000
Rural Water Admin. Fee 3,490 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500
Shell Creek Local 831
Tree Sales 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000
Wanahoo Borrow Dirt Sales 8,000
Wanahoo Hay Sales 18,000 18,000 18,000 18,000 18,000 18,000
Water Mark Sensors 750 750 750 750 750 750
Water Reimbursements 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500
Well Permits 2,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
W.Sarpy/Clear Creek 700,000
Rural Water Income 88,000 90,000 90,000 90,000 90,000 90,000

TOTAL 8,174,036 5,683,100 4,679,100 4,681,100 4,683,100 4,685,100
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APPENDIX G - Projected Expenses Breakdown, Fiscal Years 2016-2021
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Total Budget: 
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FY 2018
Total Budget: 

$4,909,512 

FY 2020
Total Budget: 
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FY 2019
Total Budget: 

$4,471,795

FY 2021
Total Budget: 

$4,634,253 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

 

The citizens of the Lower Platte North Natural Resources District (Lower Platte North NRD) 

depend on abundant, clean water in their homes for domestic use, on their farms for agricultural 

production, and for their industries to maintain economic viability. Wildlife that live and migrate 

through the Lower Platte North NRD depend on clean water for sustenance and habitat. 

Furthermore, human inhabitants of the District use water in rivers and lakes for recreation 

including fishing, hunting, boating, and swimming.  

 

Both rural and urban inhabitants along the Platte River have relied on the abundant water 

resources of the area; over time, their water use has increased. Following the drought of 2012, it 

was clear to leaders at the Lower Platte North NRD and citizen stakeholders within this area that 

a water use plan needed to be developed to provide a framework for how to wisely manage 

water resources so they are available now and in the future. 

 

For these reasons, water management planning was voluntarily initiated by the Lower Platte 

North NRD in collaboration with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resource (NDNR). This 

plan, called an Integrated Management Plan 

(IMP), is a water planning document that 

provides a framework for how the Lower 

Platte North NRD and the NDNR will work 

collaboratively to manage groundwater and 

surface water use across an area where the 

two are hydrologically connected. The IMP 

was initiated voluntarily by the Lower Platte 

North NRD in part to avoid future 

determinations by NDNR that the area is 

fully appropriated. 

 

Not only did the Lower Platte North NRD 

volunteer to initiate an IMP, but numerous 

local stakeholders also volunteered to 

represent the wide array of water interests 

and provide invaluable input during the 

planning process. These stakeholders truly 

shared the insight and discussions necessary 

to not only develop a plan, but also to carry 

it forward into the future. We are grateful 

for all their time and energy! 

 

 

 

Groundwater management by the Lower Platte North NRD 
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1.1   BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 

 

On January 9, 2004, Nebraska Legislative Bill (LB) 962 was passed, which requires the NDNR and 

the NRDs to collaborate on the management of groundwater and surface water as a single, 

integrated resource. LB 962 requires the development of an IMP if a river basin, subbasin, or 

reach is determined to be fully appropriated by the NDNR. Each year, because of this legislation, 

NDNR produces a report called the “Annual Evaluation of Availability of Hydrologically 

Connected Water Supplies.” This annual report provides the results of NDNR’s evaluation of the 

expected long-term availability 

of hydrologically connected 

water supplies for both 

existing and new surface 

water uses and existing and 

new groundwater uses in 

each of the state's river 

basins. 

 

On December 16, 2008, 

NDNR made a preliminary 

determination that the 

Lower Platte River Basin, 

which includes the Lower 

Platte North NRD, was fully 

appropriated. A basin is 

considered fully appropriated when certain 

conditions for hydrologically connected 

surface water and groundwater are met 

under Neb. Rev. Stat. §46-713(3). The statute states that a basin is fully appropriated when 

current uses of hydrologically connected surface water and groundwater will, in the reasonably 

foreseeable future, cause: 

 

 The surface water supply to be insufficient to sustain over the long term the beneficial or 

useful purposes for which existing natural-flow or storage appropriations were granted 

and the beneficial or useful purposes for which, at the time of approval, any existing 

instream appropriation was granted 

 The streamflow to be insufficient to sustain over the long term the beneficial uses from 

wells constructed in aquifers dependent on recharge from the river or stream involved  

 Reduction in the flow of a river or stream sufficient to cause noncompliance by Nebraska 

with an interstate compact or decree, other formal state contract or agreement, or 

applicable state or federal laws 

 

Agricultural irrigation 
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The preliminarily determined area included portions of the Lower Platte North, Lower Platte 

South, Papio-Missouri River, and Lower Elkhorn NRDs, and nearly the entire Upper Loup, Lower 

Loup, and Upper Elkhorn NRDs. Prior to making a final determination, NDNR held a public 

hearing in early 2009. Through this hearing, new information was made available that resulted in 

NDNR reversing the preliminary determination. 

 

Although the fully appropriated status determination was reversed, in MONTH YEAR, the Board 

of Directors of the Lower Platte North NRD adopted a motion to inform NDNR that the Lower 

Platte North NRD intended to develop a voluntary IMP and requested the NDNR’s participation. 

The NDNR approved the Lower Platte North NRD’s request and the development of this plan 

began. 

 

This IMP was developed jointly by the Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR with the express 

purpose of managing the hydrologically connected portions of the Lower Platte North NRD to 

achieve and sustain a balance between water uses and water supplies for the long term. The IMP 

provides the regulatory background as well as the detailed goals, objectives, and action items 

that were developed with stakeholder involvement. This IMP was developed with the 

understanding that the Lower Platte River Basin is not fully appropriated; should that 

designation change, the IMP would have to be reevaluated. 

 

This IMP is being entered into on a voluntary basis because the NRD is not currently fully 

appropriated. Additionally, the NRD is not subject to any interstate compact or decree or any 

other formal contract or agreement pertaining to surface water or groundwater use or supplies. 

 

1.2   AUTHORITY 

 

This IMP was prepared for and adopted by the Board of Directors of the Lower Platte North NRD 

and the NDNR in consultation with the Lower Platte North NRD Stakeholder Advisory 

Committee. As stated in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715(1)(b), “a natural resources district 

encompassing a river basin, subbasin, or reach that has not been designated as 

overappropriated or has not been finally determined to be fully appropriated may, jointly with 

the department, develop an integrated management plan for such river basin, subbasin, or reach 

located within the district”. 

 

As part of the requirements, the Lower Platte North NRD is to notify the department of its 

intention to develop an IMP. A copy of the letters of intent are included in Appendix A. NDNR 

approved the request, and this IMP was developed and adopted according to Neb. Rev. Stat. 

§46-715 to 46-717 and subsections (1) and (2) of section 46-718. 
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1.3   INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLANNING PROCESS 

 

The IMP planning process is an adaptive management approach to managing Nebraska’s 

hydrologically connected groundwater and surface water. The integrated management planning 

process allows for a more complete inventory of all water supplies and water uses; increases 

collaboration between the entities that manage water resources; enhances public awareness of 

water resources issues; and increases opportunities to provide input on short- and long-term 

management of the water resources. An IMP works toward attaining or maintaining a balance of 

the hydrologic system. This IMP may be altered as the affected area or subarea changes and 

more data becomes available to accommodate changing circumstances including hydrology, 

economics, water demands, and water supplies. 

 

In accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §46-717(2), this IMP was developed collaboratively by the 

Lower Platte North NRD and the NDNR, in consultation with the Lower Platte North Stakeholder 

Advisory Committee. The Stakeholder Advisory Committee consisted of a variety of water users 

representing the following general interest groups: agriculture, industry, municipal water supply, 

environmental, recreation, county and city officials, and technical advisors (see Appendix B for a 

complete list of participants).  

 
Participants and IMP Development Roles and Responsibilities 
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The agricultural group consisted of representatives from incorporated farms such as Francis 

Emmanuel Farms, Papa Farms, Sladky Farms, and Siffring Farms, Inc. Municipal water supply 

members represented the Metropolitan Utilities District. Environmental and recreational group 

members represented the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance, and 

the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. Business and industry group members represented 

Hormel Foods; Association of Nebraska Ethanol Producers; Lyman-Richey; Mid-Continent 

Irrigation; and Grosch Irrigation, Drilling and Exploration. Agricultural representatives from many 

of the Lower Platte North NRD counties participated in the Stakeholder Advisory Committee. 

Various areas, also representing domestic and municipal water supplies, included the cities of 

Fremont, Lincoln, Lindsay, Schuyler, and Wahoo. Technical advisory members for the 

Stakeholder Advisory Committee included representatives from the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln, U.S. Geological Survey, Lower Platte North NRD, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

The Stakeholder Advisory Committee met five times throughout 2014 and 2015. These meetings 

helped create and develop the goals, objectives, and action items of this IMP. On MONTH XX, 

2015, the Draft Voluntary IMP was made available to the public for review. On MONTH XX, 2015, 

a public hearing was held and public testimony on the IMP was taken. Revisions to the Draft 

Voluntary IMP related to ____ were made based on public comment. The Lower Platte North 

NRD Board of Directors approved the IMP on MONTH XX, 2015, and the NDNR and Lower Platte 

North NRD reached joint agreement on the IMP in MONTH 2015. The effective date of the IMP 

is MONTH XX, 2015. 

 

2.0 MAP AND DESCRIPTION OF THE INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN AREA 

 

As part of the process used to develop this IMP, a water balance study was completed to 

develop data and information to help the Lower Platte North NRD inventory and understand the 

full spectrum of water supplies and water uses in the NRD. The information provided in the 

water balance study was presented to the stakeholders and used throughout the IMP 

development process. Portions of the study are presented in this section describing the water 

resources of the NRD. The full report entitled, “Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 

Water Balance Study,” dated MONTH, 2015, is available upon request from the Lower Platte 

North NRD. 

 

2.1 MAP OF THE INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN AREA 

 

The Lower Platte North NRD is located in east-central Nebraska and includes portions of Boone, 

Madison, Platte, Colfax, Butler, Dodge, and Saunders counties (Figure 1). The Platte River bisects 

the Lower Platte North NRD, entering the NRD on the west side and exiting on the southeastern 

side. The Platte River forms the majority of the eastern boundary of the NRD. The northwestern 

boundary of the NRD generally follows the drainage boundary of the Shell Creek watershed. The 



 

6 
Olsson Project No. 014-0744 

 

southern boundary of the NRD reflects the drainage basin of the Wahoo Creek watershed and 

minor tributaries that drain directly into the Platte River from the south.  

Figures 1 illustrate the boundaries of the area included in this IMP. Also illustrated in Figure 1 

are the areas within the District where groundwater and surface water are hydrologically 

connected. For the Lower Platte North NRD, the IMP includes the portions of the Lower Platte 

North NRD that are hydrologically connected. As defined by NDNR, a hydrologically connected 

area is an area where a well pumped for 50 years will deplete the river or a base flow tributary 

by at least 10 percent of the amount pumped in the 50-year period (the 10/50 area). 

Hydrologically connected areas are published by the NDNR in the “Annual Evaluation of 

Availability of Hydrologically Connected Water Supplies” report.  

 

2.2 LAND USE 

 

The lands within the Lower Platte North NRD are largely used 

for agricultural row crop production but include pasture and 

grasslands, forests, open water, wetlands, and urbanized areas. 

The Lower Platte North NRD covers 1,027,000 acres. Current 

land uses in the NRD consist of dryland crops (42 percent), 

irrigated crops (31 percent), pasture and grassland (20 

percent), forested areas (4 percent), urbanized areas (2 

percent), and open water, wetlands, and other land uses (1 

percent). The most prominent dryland crops are corn (25 

percent of the land area in the NRD and 61 percent of all the 

dryland crops in the NRD) and soybeans (14 percent of the 

land area in the NRD and 35 percent of all the dryland crops in 

the NRD).  

 

 

 

 

2.3 LOCAL HYDROLOGY 

 

Average annual precipitation amounts vary greatly across Nebraska, ranging from less than 16 

inches per year in western Nebraska to more than 34 inches per year in the southeastern part of 

the state. As a whole, the Lower Platte North NRD receives approximately 28.7 inches of 

precipitation per year on average (based on 1950 through 2013 records). The amount of average 

annual precipitation varies across the NRD and increases from west to east. The precipitation 

that the NRD receives is generally adequate to reliably raise agricultural crops. However, local 

precipitation amounts can vary significantly within the growing season and from year to year. 

Seasonal dry periods and periodic droughts have led many agricultural producers to acquire 

surface water rights for irrigation or to drill irrigation wells in parts of the NRD that have 

adequate groundwater resources. 

Tree seedlings 
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Direct precipitation is a significant water supply to the Lower Platte North NRD. A portion of 

stream flow discharging from the NRD originated as direct runoff from precipitation events 

within the Lower Platte North NRD. Stream flow occurring as base flow originated from recharge 

of precipitation events that occurred in the past. A portion of the flow in the Platte River is a 

result of runoff or base flow from the NRDs upstream of the Lower Platte North NRD.  

2.4 SURFACE WATER 

 

The Lower Platte North NRD is located upstream of the Platte River’s confluence with the 

Missouri River and 

is in the lower 

portion of the 

overall Lower 

Platte River Basin. 

The contributing 

Platte River 

drainage area is 

approximately 

69,300 square 

miles, and the 

overall Platte River 

drainage area is 

83,600 square 

miles.  

 

Major tributaries contributing to the Lower Platte North NRD include Shell Creek and Wahoo 

Creek. Each of these tributaries originates in the Lower Platte North NRD and joins the Platte 

River at locations within the Lower Platte North NRD boundary. The NRD does not have large 

storage reservoirs for irrigation. Lake Wanahoo is the most recently constructed reservoir. It is 

located north of Wahoo and provides flood protection, environmental benefits, and recreational 

opportunities for area residents. 

 

 

2.5 GROUNDWATER 

 

The two main types of aquifers in the Lower Platte North NRD include aquifers in the 

unconsolidated units that overlie the bedrock (alluvial aquifers) and bedrock aquifers. Alluvial 

aquifers consist of paleovalley aquifers occurring in ancient, buried stream valleys; alluvial 

aquifers created by modern streams; and aquifers of other origins. Bedrock aquifers are water-

Lake Wanahoo 
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bearing, consolidated to semi-consolidated, rock formations. The two principal bedrock aquifers 

that underlie the Lower Platte North NRD include the Ogallala and Dakota aquifers. For the 

purposes of this study, the primary and secondary aquifers of the Lower Platte North NRD are 

described as follows: 

 Undifferentiated Sand and Gravel aquifer: Most of the registered wells in the Lower Platte 

North NRD are completed in the undifferentiated sand and gravel aquifers with multiple 

origins. These aquifers are distributed across the NRD but can be discontinuous and 

have inconsistent thickness. Productivity of these wells can vary significantly depending 

on the local thickness and continuity of the sand and gravel deposits. Most irrigation, 

domestic, and public supply wells are constructed in this aquifer.  

 Ogallala aquifer: The Ogallala aquifer is located mostly in the northwestern part of the 

Lower Platte North NRD, covering a small portion of Boone, Platte, and Madison 

counties. It consists of sand, sandstone, silt, and gravel. This aquifer group is part of a 

larger aquifer known as the High Plains aquifer.  

 Dakota aquifer: The Dakota aquifer underlies the alluvial aquifers described above. Wells 

drilled in this aquifer are located mostly in the central to southeastern part of the Lower 

Platte North NRD, including portions of Butler, Colfax, Dodge, and Saunders counties. 

The Dakota aquifer is considered a secondary aquifer with water quality issues related in 

elevated levels of sodium, chloride, and total dissolved solids.  

 

3.0 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

The purpose of an IMP is to manage the hydrologically connected portions of the Lower Platte 

North NRD to achieve and sustain a balance between water uses and water supplies for the long 

term. As described previously, the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, working with the Lower 

Platte North NRD and NDNR, developed an appropriate set of goals, objectives, and action 

items for the IMP that will facilitate sustainable water management in the NRD. Before the goals 

and objectives were developed, the Stakeholder Advisory Committee discussed and approved 

the following definitions of goals, objectives, and action items: 

 

 Goals are general statements of broad direction or intent with no time limit. Goals set 

the stage for meaningful objectives. 

 Objectives define the measurable results that a group seeks to accomplish. Generally, an 

objective is a statement of what will be accomplished. 

 Actions items are the specific tasks that the Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR will 

undertake to achieve the goals and objectives. 

Five goals and corresponding objectives were developed by the Lower Platte North NRD and 

NDNR, in consultation with the Stakeholder Advisory Committee. Some of the goals and 

objectives include implementing water policies that enable sustainable water management, 

developing a comprehensive water inventory of water supply and demand, developing 
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educational programs that promote conservation, and cooperating with upstream NRDs on 

water management plans for the entire Lower Platte River Basin. 

The five goals developed for the IMP are to be implemented simultaneously. As new information 

is gathered about the water supply and water demands in the NRD, the goals and objectives 

may be modified, as discussed in Section 8.0. The goals and objectives listed below are 

supported by detailed action items, as presented in Section 4.0. Action items will be 

implemented over several years as staff and financial resources are made available for 

implementation. More information on how progress made toward the goals are measured is 

provided in Section 7.0. 

GOAL 1 - Develop and Maintain a District-wide Water Inventory 

Objectives 

1.1. Conduct data collection and analyses of current and potential new water supplies using 

the best available information, data, and science, and considering technological 

advances that may occur in the future. 

1.2. Determine the District’s inflows and outflows, both surface water and groundwater, 

and changes in storage. 

1.3. Coordinate District databases to better utilize staff time, improve District water 

management efficiencies, and assist with 

public outreach. 

GOAL 2 - Develop and Maintain a 

District-wide Water Demand Inventory 

Objectives 

2.1   Evaluate current water demands and 

project future water demands that are or 

could be influenced by municipal, 

agricultural, industrial, hydropower, and 

instream flow uses or requirements. 

2.2   Evaluate current water demands and 

estimate future impacts caused by surface or 

groundwater quality concerns.  

 

GOAL 3 - Develop and Implement Water Use Policies and Practices with 

the Purpose of Achieving and Sustaining a Balance Between Water Uses 

and Supplies     

Objectives 

3.1.  Evaluate effectiveness of policies, practices, and/or programs to sustain and increase 

water supply, while considering the effects of water quality on supply.  

Surface water monitoring 
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3.2.  Develop programs and/or guidelines to conserve water within municipalities, 

agricultural use, and industrial applications.  

GOAL 4 - Develop and Implement Public Outreach Programs  

Objectives 

4.1.  Communicate to the Public that Nebraska has a great supply of water and we need to 

continue to manage it well. 

GOAL 5 – Coordinate with Lower Platte River Basin NRDs to Develop a 

Water Management Plan for the Lower Platte River Basin that Maintains 

a Balance Between Current and Future Water Supplies and Demands  

Objectives 

5.1. Actively participate in Lower Platte River Basin Coalition water management planning 

activities. 

5.2. Identify and evaluate potential conjunctive management projects and activities within 

the Lower Platte River Basin. 

5.3. Identify and evaluate additional water resource supplies. 

5.4. Work with the appropriate agencies to identify streamflow necessary to protect and 

maintain public water supply, fish and wildlife, habitat, and public recreation. 

 

4.0 ACTION ITEMS 

 

Action items were developed by the Lower Platte North NRD and the NDNR with input from the 

Lower Platte North Stakeholder Advisory Committee. Action items provide a listing of the direct 

tasks to be performed as a part of this plan. They are the steps necessary to implement the plan. 

Action items help accomplish the objectives and move toward completion of the goals.  

Several of the action items were written specifically to comply with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715 (2) 

as the regulatory groundwater and surface water action items (or controls). These action items 

are presented first with further description as to their applicability across the District. Currently, 

there are multiple regulatory groundwater action items (or controls) utilized by the Lower Platte 

North NRD, listed below as groundwater action items (control) currently in place. Additionally, the 

Lower Platte North NRD has added new groundwater action items in response to stakeholder, 

NRD, and NDNR input. In accordance with the statute, the regulatory action items (or controls) 

shall: 

 Be consistent with the goals and objectives of the plan 

 Be sufficient to ensure that the state will remain in compliance with applicable state and 

federal laws and with any applicable interstate water compact or decree or other formal 

state contract or agreement pertaining to surface water or groundwater use or supplies 

Groundwater Action Items (Control) Currently in Place 
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1. Limited expansion of groundwater-irrigated acres 

Groundwater regulatory action items (or controls) implemented by the Lower Platte NRD are set 

forth in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-739 and apply to the groundwater control area as shown in Figure 2 

and as listed in Appendix C. The groundwater regulatory action item will work in combination 

with Lower Platte North NRD’s Groundwater Management Plan and Rules and Regulations. The 

NRD’s Rules and Regulations will contain procedural details for the control listed in this IMP. The 

Lower Platte North NRD has determined a limit of 2,500 new groundwater-irrigated acres per 

year. Persons desiring to apply for new groundwater-irrigated acres or to increase existing 

groundwater-irrigated acres should contact the Lower Platte North NRD to ensure compliance 

with this IMP. The limit established on the expansion of groundwater-irrigated acres is for 

agricultural production land irrigated from a new groundwater source. It does not limit the use 

of groundwater for non-municipal commercial and industrial purposes.  

2. Groundwater allocations 

Groundwater allocations have been imposed in areas in which the 2014 Groundwater 

Management Plan has indicated to be Special Quantity Subareas. These areas include 

Butler/Saunders County Special Quantity Subarea in Sections 1, 12, 13, 24, 25, and 36 in 

Township 15 North, Range 3 East; Sections 25–36 in Township 16 North, Range 4 East; and 

Sections 30–32 in Township 16 North, Range 5 East in Butler and Saunders counties. Also 

included is the Colfax/Platte County Special Quantity Subarea in Sections 1–12 in Township 18 

North, Range 1 West; Sections 1–12 in Township 18 North, Range 1 East; Sections 3–10 in 

Township 18 North, Range 2 East; Sections 1–12 in Township 19 North, Range 2 West; Sections 

1–16, 21–28, and 33–36 in Township 19 North, Range 1 West; Sections 1–36 in Township 19 

North, Range 1 East; and Sections 3–10, 15–22, and 27–34 in Township 19 North, Range 2 East in 

Colfax and Platte counties. 

3. Well spacing requirements  

The 2014 Groundwater Management Plan established well spacing requirements pursuant to 

N.R.S Sections 46-609, 46-651, and 46-739, but which varies with aquifer subarea.  

4. Well metering requirements for new, replacement, and existing high-capacity wells  

All new, replacement, and existing high-capacity wells must include a flow meter. Additionally, 

when an “approved variance” is granted by the Lower Platte North NRD, water users must install 

a flow meter and report water pumped annually in acre-inches per year or gallons per year.  

5. Best Management Practices 

Best Management Practices are any practices that act to conserve water and/or act to prevent 

contamination of groundwater. In the Lower Platte North NRD, Best Management Practices may 

include, but not be limited to, proper use and timing of fertilizer and irrigation scheduling.  
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6. Mandatory educational requirements 

Educational requirements are imposed in order to reduce conflicts between groundwater users 

and to decrease the incidence of groundwater depletion. Initial mandated educational 

requirements for 2015 include one hour in an NRD-approved program per year. 

7. Groundwater transfer requirements 

New Groundwater Action Items (Control) 

1. Municipal and industrial use tracking 

Municipal and industrial water users will be required to submit a water use report annually. 

Municipal water use is not tracked by the NRD or the NDNR unless there is a transfer permit. 

This tracking will allow for more-accurate water use tracking for municipal and industrial users, 

some of which can be large water users.  

Surface Water Action Item (Control) 

1. Establish a limit on the expansion of surface water-irrigated acres 

 

Surface water regulatory action items (or controls) implemented by the NDNR are set forth in 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-716 and apply to the surface water control area as shown in Figure 2. NDNR 

will establish an annual limit on the expansion of surface water-irrigated acres. The limit on the 

expansion of surface water-irrigated acres shall be a maximum of one-third of the amount the 

Lower Platte North NRD will allow for the expansion of groundwater-irrigated acres. On January 

1 of each year, NDNR will utilize the number of additional groundwater-irrigated acres in place 

in the NRD in order to determine the number of additional acres for surface water irrigation. The 

limit established on the expansion of surface water-irrigated acres is for agricultural production 

land irrigated from a new surface water appropriation and does not include other types of 

irrigation use, municipal use, or industrial use. It does not limit the use of groundwater for non-

municipal, commercial, and industrial purposes. This limit will only apply to land within the 

Surface Water Control Area illustrated in Figure 2. Should the Lower Platte North NRD issue a 

moratorium on any increase in groundwater-irrigated acres, NDNR will issue a similar 

moratorium to limit development of additional acres for surface water irrigation. 

 

The NDNR is the state agency authorized by Nebraska statutes to regulate surface waters. All 

diversions of surface water require a state permit that is granted through the NDNR. Applicants 

must apply through their local NDNR office to obtain a surface water permit. 

 

4.1 ACTION ITEMS FOR GOAL 1 

The Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR will work together to ensure that they are using their 

authorities appropriately and collaboratively to manage the groundwater and surface water 

resources in the District. Throughout this section, either the Lower Platte North NRD or NDNR 
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are listed as the lead for completion of the action item as noted in parentheses at the end of the 

action item. Where they are working together, the lead is listed as “Both.” 

GOAL 1 - DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A DISTRICT-WIDE INVENTORY 

Goal 1 is designed to provide valuable water supply information to the Lower Platte North NRD 

and NDNR. NDNR may use the inventory information gathered to support the annual evaluation 

for the Lower Platte River Basin. Both the Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR will use this 

information to enhance their understanding of water supplies within the District. 

OBJECTIVE 1.1 - Conduct data collection and analyses of current and potential new 

water supplies using the best available information, data, and science, and considering 

technological advances that may occur in the future.  

The Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR will use the best available science to inventory the water 

supplies.  

 

Action Item 1.1.1   Develop a database of current groundwater and surface water supplies. 

(Both) 

Action Item 1.1.2   Use the best available science, such as airborne electromagnetic, etc., and 

data to identify District-wide aquifer distribution, including the 

distribution of bedrock and perched and pocket aquifers. (Lower Platte 

North NRD) 

Action Item 1.1.3   Develop a database of current water quality problem areas, which can 

influence a clean and useable water supply. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 1.1.4   Use the best available data and methods to refine delineations of 

hydrologically connected surface and groundwater. (NDNR) 

Action Item 1.1.5   Evaluate the potential to augment existing supplies by accessing 

additional waters both within and outside of the District, such as through 

recharge projects, or by improving existing or adding new water 

storage/conveyance infrastructure. (Both) 

Action Item 1.1.6   Evaluate short-term and long-term climate variability and effects on water 

supply. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 1.1.7   Evaluate new technology such as weather modification programs that 

support water management goals. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 1.1.8   Attend local and national water conferences to learn about new methods 

of water accounting, management, and technology. (Lower Platte North 

NRD) 

OBJECTIVE 1.2 - Determine the District’s inflows and outflows, both surface water and 

groundwater, and changes in storage.  

In order to understand the effects of development on water supplies, the NDNR and NRD must 

first have an understanding of the inflows and outflows. Developing a database of the location 

and source of all water supplies will aid in this process. 
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Action Item 1.2.1   Continue surface water and groundwater monitoring across the District. 

(Both) 

Action Item 1.2.2   Use surface water and groundwater measurements and models to 

estimate District inflows and outflows. (Both) 

Action Item 1.2.3   Identify data gaps in monitoring networks (for example, precipitation, 

stream flow, and groundwater level networks, etc.). (Lower Platte North 

NRD) 

Action Item 1.2.4   Use the best available data and methods to develop an inventory of drain 

tiles and estimate their impact to overall water supply. (Lower Platte North 

NRD) 

OBJECTIVE 1.3 - Coordinate District databases to better utilize staff time, improve 

District water management efficiencies, and assist with public outreach.  

By coordinating available water resource databases, water management and public outreach will 

be improved, and staff time will be better utilized. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

 

4.2 ACTION ITEMS FOR GOAL 2 

GOAL 2 - DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A DISTRICT-WIDE WATER DEMAND INVENTORY  

Goal 2 is designed to provide valuable water use information to the Lower Platte North NRD and 

NDNR. This information will be used to enhance the understanding of water demands within the 

District. The information may also be used to support evaluations of the Lower Platte River 

Basin.  

OBJECTIVE 2.1 - Evaluate current water demands and project future water demands that 

are or could be influenced by municipal, agricultural, industrial, hydropower, and 

instream flow uses or requirements.  

 

Action Item 2.1.1   Develop standard protocols to ensure municipal water supply reports and 

forecasts are integrated into a District-wide database. (Lower Platte North 

NRD) 

Action Item 2.1.2   Continue certification of irrigated acres, well metering, and reporting 

requirements to track current water demands. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 2.1.3   Evaluate historical and future land use/cover changes, such as agricultural 

to urban or adoption of conservation practices, and the effects on water 

demand. (Both) 

Action Item 2.1.4   Coordinate with the NDNR to identify surface water rights for potential 

prioritization in NDNR adjudication investigations. (Both) 
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Action Item 2.1.5   Evaluate assumptions of water consumption versus population growth 

and use new assessment to estimate future water demands. (Lower Platte 

North NRD) 

Action Item 2.1.6   Evaluate current water demands and project future water demands for 

environmental concerns such as wildlife habitat and instream flow needs 

both within the District and for downstream requirements. (Lower Platte 

North NRD) 

Action Item 2.1.7   Evaluate potential future water demands for hydropower. (Lower Platte  

North NRD) 

OBJECTIVE 2.2 - Evaluate current water demands and estimate future impacts caused by 

surface or groundwater quality concerns.  

Water quality can greatly affect water quantity. For this reason, the Lower Platte North NRD will 

give special attention to water quality concerns and impacts of those concerns on demand.  

 

Action Item 2.2.1   Estimate effects on demands caused by environmental mitigation 

activities that utilize large quantities of water (for example, industrial 

facilities and Former Ordnance Plant cleanup). (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 2.2.2   Estimate effects on demands in scenarios where municipal wells are 

moved to hydrologically connected areas to improve quality. (Both) 

4.3 ACTION ITEMS FOR GOAL 3 

GOAL 3 - DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT WATER USE POLICIES AND PRACTICES WITH THE 

PURPOSE OF ACHIEVING AND SUSTAINING A BALANCE BETWEEN WATER USES AND 

SUPPLIES     

Goal 3 is designed to develop and implement water management policies and practices that 

could potentially provide for additional water resources development opportunities while 

protecting existing surface and groundwater uses.  

OBJECTIVE 3.1 - Evaluate effectiveness of policies, practices, and/or programs to 

sustain and increase water supply, while considering the effects of water quality on 

supply.  

Over time, the policies, practices, and/or projects implemented to ensure a sustainable water 

supply may need to be reevaluated to ensure their effectiveness. 

 

Action Item 3.1.1   Evaluate benefits and limitations of practices focused on reuse of rain, 

storm, waste, industrial, or irrigation water. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 3.1.2   Evaluate potential effectiveness of a District-wide water banking program 

to minimize water conflicts between different water users, whether that is 

surface water versus groundwater or between different groundwater 

users, etc. (Both) 
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Action Item 3.1.3   Update rules and regulations regarding transfers, variances, well permits, 

water banking, or other actions of water management to better preserve 

the District’s water resources. For example, updates may be needed to 

accommodate new technologies such as new drilling and well installation 

techniques. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

OBJECTIVE 3.2 - Develop programs and/or guidelines to conserve water within 

municipalities, agricultural use, and industrial applications .  

The Lower Platte North NRD may supply water conservation information through program 

development or guidelines. The Lower Platte North NRD will continue its support of wise water 

use.  

Action Item 3.2.1   Develop cost-share programs for irrigation conservation, such as gravity-

to-pivot irrigation systems, high-pressure to low-pressure systems, or 

sub-surface drip irrigation systems. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 3.2.2   Use new and existing studies and data to establish specific guidelines for 

sustainable development of major and minor aquifers. (Lower Platte North 

NRD) 

Action Item 3.2.3   Develop urban cost-share incentive programs to encourage indoor and 

outdoor water conservation. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 3.2.4   Encourage municipalities and industrial users to develop water 

conservation plans. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

4.4 ACTION ITEMS FOR GOAL 4 

GOAL 4 - DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

Goal 4 is designed to ensure that the general public is better informed about water conservation 

and effective use across the District. Currently, the Lower Platte North NRD participates in 

numerous educational and informational programs. Any new programs developed as part of this 

goal will be coordinated with current programs to avoid overlap.  

OBJECTIVE 4.1 - Communicate to the public that Nebraska has a great supply of water, 

and we need to continue to manage it well. 

The Lower Platte North NRD may supply water conservation information through media 

releases, newsletters, websites, and public service announcements. The Lower Platte North NRD 

will continue to support school environmental education programs that focus on wise water use. 

This may include providing financial support or educational materials about water use.  
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Action Item 4.1.1   Maintain District certification 

classes to update producers 

on current water conditions, 

fertilizer practices, potential 

state legislation, and changes 

in District and state water 

management issues. (Lower 

Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 4.1.2   Educate the public on the 

benefits and limitations of 

riparian vegetation 

management activities. (Both) 

Action Item 4.1.3   Quantify water use 

efficiencies (monetary and 

water quantity savings) and 

disseminate through public 

education programs. (Both) 

Action Item 4.1.4   Maintain public education 

programs such as county 

fairs, newsletters, newspaper 

articles, radio spots, public 

notices, fliers, and District and NDNR websites. (Both) 

Action Item 4.1.5   Develop computer programs and mobile applications (“apps”) to educate 

homeowners on ways to conserve water in the home, garden, and lawn 

through planting of more drought-resistant plants and/or different 

landscaping practices. Explore the use of “apps” to assist producers in 

different water conservation practices. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 4.1.6   Explore information-sharing systems such as website development 

between District personnel and water users in the District. These websites 

could be used to track precipitation patterns, crop evapotranspiration (ET) 

requirements, soil moisture levels, rotation of pumping between water 

users to reduce peak aquifer demands, real-time groundwater energy 

level sites in important aquifers or subareas, and current stream flow 

conditions. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

Action Item 4.1.7   Explore public education through television and social media such as 

Facebook, Twitter, etc. to inform the public about current and projected 

programs of the District. (Lower Platte North NRD) 

 

 

 

Children’s educational program 
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4.5 ACTION ITEMS FOR GOAL 5 

GOAL 5 – COORDINATE WITH LOWER PLATTE RIVER BASIN NRDS TO DEVELOP A 

WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE LOWER PLATTE RIVER BASIN THAT MAINTAINS A 

BALANCE BETWEEN CURRENT AND FUTURE WATER SUPPLIES AND DEMANDS 

Goal 5 is designed to direct the Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR to participate in water 

management plans for the Lower Platte River Basin and the Upper Platte River Basin. The Lower 

Platte River Basin includes all of the surface water drainage of the Loup and Elkhorn rivers as 

well as their tributaries and the tributaries of the Platte River downstream of the Loup River. The 

Upper Platte River Basin is considered to be the entire surface drainage of the Platte River and 

all of its tributaries upstream of the confluence with the Loup River in Columbus.  

OBJECTIVE 5.1 – Actively participate in Lower Platte River Basin Coalition water 

management planning activities.  

The Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR will continue to be involved with the activities of the 

Lower Platte River Basin Water Management Plan Coalition (Lower Platte Coalition). The Lower 

Platte Coalition is charged with developing a basin-wide water management plan for the Lower 

Platte River. Basin-wide planning provides for the sharing of water use and supply data and 

analysis and can improve and coordinate the activities of all IMPs in the Lower Platte River. The 

need also exists for basin-wide studies and information to improve understanding of the 

hydrogeology and ensure the best available data, information, and science are utilized in the 

planning efforts. 

 

Action Item 5.1.1   Cooperate on water management studies and planning with the Lower 

Platte River Basin Coalition. (Both) 

Action Item 5.1.2   Coordinate with Eastern Nebraska Water Resources Assessment on water 

management activities. (Both) 

Action Item 5.1.3   Evaluate federal, statewide, and/or local funding options for basin-wide 

water management activities. (Both) 

OBJECTIVE 5.2 - Identify and evaluate potential conjunctive management projects and 

activities within the Lower Platte River Basin.  

Conjunctive management is an adaptive process that utilizes the connection between surface 

water and groundwater to maximize water use while minimizing impacts to streamflow and 

groundwater levels. Conjunctive management is undertaken to manage the overall water supply 

for a region and improve the reliability of that supply. The Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR 

may seek out interagency partners to collaborate in studies for potential storage opportunities.  

 

Action Item 5.2.1  Review and analyze existing studies of water storage opportunities in the 

Lower Platte River Basin and conduct additional multi-agency studies as 

appropriate. (Both)  
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Action Item 5.2.2  Evaluate the potential for conjunctive management programs or project 

opportunities to mitigate new uses such as water rights leases, 

interference agreements, augmentation projects, conjunctive use 

management, or use retirement. (Both) 

OBJECTIVE 5.3 - Identify and evaluate additional water resources supplies. 

Identifying additional water resources supplies would benefit Lower Platte River Basin water 

users by decreasing the possibility of water use conflicts. 

 

Action Item 5.3.1   Coordinate with other entities to identify and study opportunities for the 

development of transfers, variances, water banking, and other actions of 

water management to potentially be used across the entire Lower Platte 

River Basin. (Both) 

OBJECTIVE 5.4 - Work with the appropriate agencies to identify streamflow necessary 

to protect and maintain public water supply, fish and wildlife, habitat, and public 

recreation. 

Instream flow rights are utilized to protect public water supply, wildlife, and recreation. The 

benefits of maintaining instream flow rights should be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the 

Lower Platte North NRD. 

Action Item 5.4.1 Review and assess the benefits of instream flow protection. (Lower Platte 

North NRD) 

Action Item 5.4.2 Continue riparian vegetation management activities. (Lower Platte North 

NRD) 

5.0 INCENTIVE PROGRAMS 

 

The Lower Platte North NRD will evaluate the implementation of cost-share incentive programs 

that promote water conservation practices. Incentive programs may include any program 

authorized by state law or federal programs. Water users or landowners may be required to 

enter into and perform such agreements or covenants concerning the use of land or water as 

are necessary to produce the benefits for which the incentive program is established. 

Furthermore, the Lower Platte North NRD will explore grant opportunities, as described in the 

next section, to supplement the annual budgeting process for funding action items.  

 

6.0 FUNDING OPTIONS 

 

In order to implement some of the action items listed in this IMP, the Lower Platte North NRD 

and NDNR will need to secure additional funding sources. The need to access additional funding 

stems from the fact that some of the programs, projects, or activities (PPAs) identified in this 

IMP have multiple benefits. For example, incentive programs that encourage conversion from 
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flood to center-pivot or drip irrigation have been shown to improve water quality in the Central 

Platte NRD. Specifically, the sprinkler and drip irrigation systems reduced nitrate loading on local 

aquifers. Incentive programs that encourage irrigation system conversions can reduce 

groundwater withdrawals and also directly impact rural landowners and small communities by 

preserving a viable source of drinking water. Ultimately, without these types of incentive 

programs, the communities may be required to construct costly treatment systems or look to 

distant systems of distribution for clean water. Thus, an incentive program such as irrigation 

system conversion may have both water quality and water quantity benefits, and funding 

opportunities to help achieve the goals may be accessed through different funding programs. 

This section provides information on a variety of funding options that may be used to by the 

Lower Platte North NRD and/or NDNR.  

 

The primary sources of funding for the IMP PPAs are the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, Nebraska Environmental Trust, 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, and NDNR. The general criteria and applicability of each 

of the funding sources are presented. It should be noted, however, that the funding sources 

presented here are not necessarily inclusive of all funding options available. Additionally, 

information presented here is subject to change as funding sources may change their terms and 

criteria.  

 

Federal Funding Opportunities 

 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)  

 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). Through EQIP, technical assistance, 

cost-share and incentive payments are available to agricultural producers to implement 

conservation practices that improve water quality, enhance grazing lands, and/or 

increase water conservation.  

 Conservation Security Program (CSP). The CSP is available in selected watersheds 

across the nation. The program is designed to reward farmers and ranchers who are 

implementing conservation on working lands and to encourage them to do more.  

 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP). Through WHIP, technical and financial 

assistance is provided to landowners and others to develop and improve wildlife habitat 

on private lands.  

 Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). Eligible landowners may receive technical and 

financial assistance through the WRP to address wetland, wildlife habitat, soil, water, and 

related natural resource concerns on private lands.  

 Grassland Reserve Program (GRP). This program emphasizes support for grazing 

operations, plant and animal biodiversity, and grassland and land containing shrubs and 

forbs under the greatest threat of conservation.  

 Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP). The program is designed to help 

farmers and ranchers keep their land in agriculture. It provides matching funds to state, 
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Tribal, or local governments and non-governmental organizations with existing farm and 

ranch land protection programs so they can purchase conservation easements.  

 Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D). Nebraska’s RC&D areas assist 

communities by promoting conservation, development, and use of natural resources; 

improving the general level of economic activity; and enhancing the environmental 

standard of living for residents of those communities.  

 

U.S. Department of the Interior – Bureau of Reclamation 

 Water-Smart grants are provided to irrigation districts, water districts, and other 

organizations with water or power delivery to cost-share on projects that conserve and 

use water more efficiently. The projects should support water sustainability in the west. 

 

State Funding Opportunities 

 

The Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET). The Nebraska Environmental Trust was established 

in 1992 to conserve, enhance, and restore the natural environments of Nebraska. The Trust 

especially seeks projects that bring public and private partners together collaboratively to 

implement high-quality, cost-effective projects. 

 

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ)  

 Nonpoint Source Water Quality Grants (Section 319). Under Section 319 of the 

federal Clean Water Act, the federal government awards funds to the Nebraska 

Department of Environmental Quality to provide financial assistance for the prevention 

and abatement of nonpoint source water pollution. This funding is passed through to 

units of government, educational institutions, and non-profit organizations for projects 

that facilitate implementation of the state Nonpoint Source Management Plan. 

 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) 

 Nebraska Wildlife Conservation Fund. The purpose of this fund is to conserve 

nongame species and species determined to be endangered or threatened, for human 

enjoyment, for scientific purposes, and to ensure their continued existence as a part of 

our natural world.  

 

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) 

 Water Well Decommissioning Fund. The objective of the Water Well Decommissioning 

Fund is to encourage proper decommissioning of illegal water wells in the state. This is 

accomplished through providing financial incentives in the form of cost-share assistance.  

 Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Fund. This fund provides state financial 

assistance to Nebraska landowners for installation of approved soil and water 

conservation measures that improve water quality, conserve water, and help control 

erosion and sedimentation.  
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 Small Watersheds Flood Control Fund. The purpose of this fund is to assist local 

sponsors with the acquisition of land rights for flood control projects. Local sponsors use 

the fund to acquire easements or fee title to tracts that are needed to implement a 

project.  

 Natural Resources Water Quality Fund. This fund was created to provide state funds to 

NRDs for their water quality programs.  

 Water Sustainability Fund. The Water Sustainability Bill (LB 1098) was signed into law 

during the 2014 legislative session. This bill creates the Water Sustainability Fund, which 

will be used to address multiple water management and quality issues. This fund will act 

to improve water quality and usage, supply water management goals, evaluate flood 

control, and comply with existing interstate agreements and compacts.  

 

Local Funding Opportunities 

 

It is the intent of the Lower Platte North NRD to utilize qualified projects described in Neb. Rev. 

Stat. § 2 3226.04 to provide river-flow enhancement in order to achieve the goals and objectives 

of the Lower Platte North NRD and to achieve the goals and objectives of the NDNR under the 

Groundwater Management and Protection Act. The Lower Platte North NRD may fund projects 

through one of two ways. 

 Levy Authority (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 2-3225(1)[c]). This authority allows the Lower Platte 

North NRD to levy an additional property tax of up to three cents per $100 of taxable 

value for purposes of administering and implementing groundwater management 

activities and integrated management activities under the Nebraska Groundwater 

Management and Protection Act. The Revenue Committee amendment to LB 1032 

extended the sunset date to fiscal year 2016–17. 

 Occupation Tax (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 2-3226.05). This authority allows the Lower Platte 

North NRD to levy an occupation tax upon the activity of irrigation of agricultural lands 

on an annual basis. This tax is not to exceed ten dollars per irrigated acre.  

 

7.0 MONITORING PLAN AND PROPOSED STUDIES 

 

The Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR have agreed to accomplish the following actions in 

accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 46-715 (2)(e): 

 

 Gather and evaluate data, information, and methodologies that could be used to 

accomplish the purpose of this IMP  

 Increase understanding of the surface water and hydrologically connected groundwater 

system 

 Test the validity of the conclusions and information upon which the IMP is based 
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NDNR will be responsible for collecting, tracking, evaluating, and reporting the following 

activities within the NRD on an annual basis: 

 

 NDNR stream gage measurements 

 Surface water permits issued, cancelled, or denied 

 Irrigation water use data collected 

 

Lower Platte North NRD will be responsible for collecting, tracking, evaluating, and reporting the 

following activities within the NRD on an annual basis: 

 

 Groundwater level measurements 

 Municipal, commercial, and industrial annual water use 

 Irrigation water use 

 Well registrations approved, cancelled, or denied (or well permitting if well permitting 

requirements are implemented) 

 Variances granted, cancelled, or denied 

 Water transfer permits granted, cancelled, or denied  

 Water banking transactions (if a water banking system is established)  

 

The NDNR and Lower Platte North NRD will compare annual water use data to historically 

reported water usage data to evaluate the impacts of new water users on existing water users 

within the NRD. Lower Platte North NRD will issue an annual report summarizing the data 

collected for the NRD. The reports presented will be in standardized format as agreed upon by 

the Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR.  

 

In conjunction with several of the Platte River Basin NRDs, the NDNR has developed a 

methodology to quantitatively assess the hydrologically connected groundwater and surface 

water of the state for use in the “Annual Evaluation of Availability of Hydrologically Connected 

Water Supplies” report. This methodology will be used to monitor the balance of water supplies 

within the NRD. This methodology will be updated with the best available data and analysis as 

provided by Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR. Any updates to the methodology will also be 

used to expand the understanding of the hydrologically connected area, and if necessary, refine 

the boundary of that area. 

 

8.0 MODIFICATIONS TO THE INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR will hold an annual review to evaluate the IMP. Action items 

undertaken by the Lower Platte North NRD and NDNR will be reviewed to determine if these 

items are fulfilling the goals and objectives of the IMP. The NDNR and Lower Platte North NRD 

will jointly determine if amendments to the IMP are necessary. Amendments to the IMP will 

require agreement by both parties. If amendments to the IMP are necessary, the Lower Platte 
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North NRD and NDNR will hold a joint hearing and issue the pertinent orders to formally adopt 

the revised IMP. 

 

9.0 INFORMATION CONSIDERED IN DEVELOPMENT OF THIS PLAN 

 

The following were sources of information used in the preparation of this IMP:  

 

 Historic data on streamflows in the Lower Platte North NRD and adjoining NRDs 

 Past and present surface water use within and bordering the Lower Platte North NRD 

 Data on groundwater supplies and groundwater uses within and bordering the Lower 

Platte North NRD 

 Data on recharge rates within the Lower Platte North NRD and adjoining NRDs 

 Records on climate and precipitation trends within the Lower Platte North NRD and 

adjoining NRDs 

 Records on land use within the Lower Platte North NRD and adjoining NRDs 

 Community Involvement Plan for the Lower Platte North NRD, 2012 

 Rules and regulations for groundwater management within the Lower Platte North NRD 

 The Lower Platte North Natural Resources District Water Balance Study, 2014 

 

10.0 GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

 

Action Item – A specific task that the Lower Platte North NRD or NDNR (or both) will undertake 

to achieve the goals and objectives of the Integrated Management Plan. 
 

Aquifer - An underground geological formation of sand, soil, gravel, and rock able to store and 

yield water. Alluvial aquifers are comprised of unconsolidated materials such as sand and gravel. 

Bedrock aquifers are comprised of rock. 
 

Appropriation – A permit to use water that has been perfected in accordance with terms 

stipulated by the NDNR. 

 

Conjunctive management – An adaptive process that utilizes the connection between surface 

water and groundwater to maximize water use, while minimizing impacts to streamflow and 

groundwater levels. 
 

Fully Appropriated – A determination made by the NDNR that a river basin, subbasin, or reach 

has reached a point where water uses are equal to water supplies. 
 

Goal – A general statement of broad direction or intent with no time limit. 
 

Groundwater – Water that occurs in or moves, seeps, filters, or percolates through ground 

under the surface of the land. 
 

Groundwater Control Area - That portion of the Lower Platte North NRD where groundwater is 

hydrologically connected to surface water (see Figure 2).  
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Groundwater management plan – The Lower Platte North NRD’s plan that identifies the water 

quantity and quality characteristics, supplies, uses, data collection methods, management 

objectives, and management areas of groundwater supplies within an NRD. 
 

Hydrologically connected – An area where groundwater and surface water are interconnected, 

and withdrawals from one can affect the other. To determine if an area is hydrologically 

connected (as defined in Nebraska State Statute), one calculates if a well pumped for 50 years 

will deplete the river or a base flow tributary by at least 10 percent of the amount pumped in 

the 50-year period (the 10/50 area). 
 

Integrated Management Plan – A document to manage a river basin, subbasin, or reach to 

achieve and sustain a balance between water uses and water supplies for the long term. 

Lower Platte North NRD – The Lower Platte North Natural Resources District, a political 

subdivision of the state.  
 

NDNR – The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, a state agency. 
 

NRD – Natural Resources District, a political subdivision of the state 
 

Objective – A statement that defines the measurable results that a group seeks to accomplish. 
 

River basin – The land area that is drained by a river and its tributaries. 
 

Stakeholder Advisory Committee – Representatives from various interest groups and 

professional fields who provide consultation on aspects of the Integrated Management Plan. 
 

Surface water – Water that is on the Earth’s surface, such as a stream, river, lake, or reservoir. 
 

Surface Water Control Area – That portion of the Lower Platte North NRD that drains to the 

Platte River (see Figure 2).  
 

Subbasin – A portion of a river basin that is drained by a waterway. 

 



 

 

FIGURES



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Letters Initiating the IMP Process 



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

Stakeholder Advisory Committee



 

 

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 

Voluntary Integrated Management Plan 

Stakeholder Advisory Committee* 
 

First Name Last Name Affiliation 

Frank Albrecht Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

Larry Andreasen City of Fremont Department of Utilities 

Ron Brown Hormel Foods 

Joel Christensen Metropolitan Utilities District 

Dana Divine University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Francis  Emanuel Francis Emanuel Farms 

Jocelyn  Golden City of Lincoln 

John Hayes City of Lindsay 

Lumir Jedlicka Agricultural Producer 

Matt Jedlicka Agricultural Producer 

Tracy McConnell Grosch Irrigation, Drilling and Exploration 

Jim  McGowen City of Schuyler 

Ron Papa Papa Farms 

Steve  Peterson U.S. Geological Survey 

Jeff Runge U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Loran Schmit Association of Nebraska Ethanol Producers 

Meghan Sittler Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance 

Ron Sladky Sladky Farms 

Kristine Stein U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Todd Thompson Mid-Continent Irrigation 

Kevin Tobin Metropolitan Utilities District 

Carol White Lyman-Richey Corporation 

Doug Whitfield Metropolitan Utilities District 

Rick Wilson U.S. Geological Survey 

 

* This list only includes those who attended one or more meetings.



 

 

APPENDIX C 

List of Hydrologically Connected Groundwater Sections



 

 

 

List of Hydrologically Connected Groundwater Areas 
 

 



Calendar Year 2015 

(January 1 – December 31, 2015) 

Chemigation Annual Report – As Required by 

Nebraska Chemigation Act - § 46-1123 and  

Title 195 – Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Chemigation 

 

Natural Resources District:   

Headquarters City:  

 New Renewal Emergency Special Total   

Applications 

Received 
94 420 

1 0 
515  

Applications 

Approved 
91 420 

1 0 
512  

Fees Collected 5640 12600 120 0 18360  

       

 Initial Routine Follow-up 

Equipment 

Replacement 

of Repair 

Total 

Inspections 

 

 

Inspections 91 122 3 3 216  

       

Fertilizer/Pesticide 

Used Crop Season 

2013
1
 

Total Amount 

Applied – gallons 

Total Amount 

Applied – pounds 
 

N 
 1,422,377  

Pounce 
4 Gal.   

Sulfur 
 5022  

Lorsban 
119 Gal.   

Warrior Insecticide 
.82 Gal.   

Cyhalothrin 

Insecticide 

1.5 Gal.   

Quilt excel 
30.25 Gal.   

Priaxor 
5.375 Gal.   

Fungicide 
4.75 Gal.   

brigade 2EC 
5 Gal.   

    

Total Treated Acres 

26027.19 

 

  

1. Quantity of fertilizer/pesticide can be reported in either gallons or pounds.  Does not have to be 

reported in both. 

 

Additional Information: 

 







    SWCP Monthly Report March 4, 2016

SWCP LOCAL $30,000.00

SWCP TREE ALLOCATION $3,000.00

STATE ALLOCATION $112,186.68

AMOUNT SPENT $55,640.27

CASH BALANCE $89,546.41

ALLOCATION % 177%

SWCP # STATUS NAME AMOUNT PROJECT SHELL CREEK FUND

APPROVED SMALL DAM PROJECTS:

15-S-12 Approved Mike Chvatal 16,742.31$                  Small Dam

APPROVED  SUMMER PROJECTS:

14-S-60 Approved Don Anderson 12,500.00$                  Terraces/Basins/Tile
14-S-61 Approved Carrieta Dappert 8,109.88$                     Terraces/Tile

TOTAL SUMMER APPROVALS 37,352.19$                  

APPROVED PROJECTS:

14-B-48 Approved Robert Schmit Family Tr 340.83$                        Planned Grazing
14-B-54 Approved Herman Ostry 13,207.44$                  Basins/Tile
14-S-56 Approved John Schultz 4,754.34$                     Terraces/Tile Above Structure 21A

15-S-1 Approved Kenneth Polacek 11,564.33$                  Terraces/Tile
15-S-2 Approved Don Anderson 9,468.34$                     Terraces/Tile
15-S-3 Approved Edward Kratky Jr. 7,046.25$                     Tile into existing
15-S-4 Approved Rudolph Houfek 11,062.50$                  Terraces /Tile
15-B-5 Approved Bill Perk 12,500.00$                  Terraces/Tile
15-C-6 Approved Randy Brabec 1,006.08$                     Diversion
15-D-7 Approved Vering Feedyard, llc 12,500.00$                  Terraces/Tile/Basins
15-B-8 Approved REMD, llc 2,982.73$                     Terraces/Tile
15-B-9 Approved Elizabeth Meysenburg 751.33$                        Crop ground to grass
15-S-14 Approved Mike Chvatal 12,500.00$                  Terraces/Basins/Tile

TOTAL FALL APPROVALS 99,684.17$             

APPROVED SHELL CREEK PROJECTS:

Approved Randy Streblow 5,000.00$                     Dam Renovation - Tube $5,000.00

12-P-16 Approved Louis Welch 7,915.31$                     W/S Basins $7,915.31

15-P-13 Approved John Wiese 8,250.00$                     W/S Basins 8,250.00$          

TOTAL

TOTAL $21,165.31

TOTAL AMOUNT ALLOCATED 158,201.67$           

PAID PROJECTS

6.00$                            
SWCP # STATUS NAME AMOUNT PROJECT

14-TREES PAID Johnathon Temme 212.63$                        
14-P-40 PAID Jim Fehringer 12,500.00$                  $12,500.00
14-B-51 PAID Celestine Chapek 5,471.74$                     Basins/Tile
14-D-55 PAID Roberta M. Johnson 4,768.09$                     Terraces/diversion
14-B-58 PAID Randy Fendrich 10,504.22$                  Basins/Tile
14-D-59 PAID Raymond Mitchell 540.89$                        Grass Waterway/Fabric
14-S-62 PAID Eileen & Glenn Chvatal 1,352.80$                     Terraces/Tile
14-S-63 PAID Merlin Fick 1,891.48$                     Terraces/Tile
14-B-64 PAID David & Cynthia Hartman 7,536.40$                     Terraces/Basins/Tile 25% - W/EQIP

14-B-65 PAID Marland Novacek 2,409.60$                     Cropland to Grass
14-TR-2 PAID Dayle Alswager Terrace Repair $1,000.00
S&D PAID Kenneth Johnson 5,343.22$                     Terrace/Basin 15% - W/EQIP

S&D PAID Larry Johnson
S&D PAID Soukup & Sones 3,109.20$                     Terrace/Basin 15% - W/EQIP

LOCAL FUNDS

PAID PROJECTS COTTONWOOD CREEK WATERSHED

SWCP PAID: 55,640.27$             $1,000.00

PAID PROJECTS COORDINATING - SAND & DUCK CREEK

-$                        

Total SWCP PAID: 55,640.27$             
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LOWER PLATTE NORTH NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT POLICY 

2016 SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM (SWCP)  

 

I.   PURPOSE 

The purpose of this program is to provide guidance for administering federal (EPA 319 

grants), state (NSWCP, Environmental Trust grants) and local cost-share assistance as an 

incentive to landowners for the construction and application of soil and water conservation 

practices.    

 

II.   ELIGIBILITY, DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 
A.  Any landowner within the Lower Platte North NRD (LPNNRD), individual, 

partnership, corporation or other legal entity is eligible to apply for SWCP funds.  

B. Cost-share program funds will be approved and distributed based on the number of high 

priority applications received each fiscal year (July 1 - June 30). 

 C. Funds may be reserved and targeted toward high priority watersheds and projects as 

determined and approved by the LPNNRD Projects Committee and Board. 

D. Unobligated or unused SWCP funds in priority watersheds may be redistributed to other 

areas if not used in a timely manner. 

E. The LPNNRD may supplement the Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Program 

(NSWCP) state funds with available federal, other state & local funds.  The amount of 

local funds budgeted and available will be decided each year.  

 F. Landowners will be expected to apply for available federal EQIP cost-share funding 

when applicable and available, before state and local cost share funding is approved. It is 

also generally expected to approve available state funding before local funds are 

considered.  

 

III. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS   
A. Eligible SWCP applicants are to apply at their local NRCS Service Office (also the 

LPNNRD office if for tree planting or windbreak renovations). Applications with 

appropriate NRCS comments/recommendations are to be forwarded to the NRD for 

consideration.   

B. Applications will contain sufficient information to include: 

   1.  Date construction (summer or fall) is expected to be completed. 

  2.  Type of Project to be installed. 

  3. Whether the proposed project is located in a priority watershed area or if other 

special conditions exist.  

4.  An aerial photograph showing the project location. 

     5.  Total estimated cost-share needed for the project. 

    6. When applying for a small dam or grade stabilization structure, the estimated 

percent of land treatment draining to the proposed site (Attachment C). 

 

IV. ELIGIBLE HIGH PRIORITY PRACTICES 

A. Establishment of warm and cool season grass on crop land 

B. *Construction of new terrace systems (includes replacement of functionally obsolete 

terrace systems in excess of 20-years old).  

C. Construction of sediment & water control basins when part of a new terrace 

system (Attachment A). 
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D. Construction of Diversions when part of a new terrace system or dam 

(Attachments A & C). 

E. Planned Grazing Management Systems (Attachment B) 

F. * Installation of Tiled Outlets into Existing Terraces (includes the storage portion of 

the terrace). 

G. Water Impoundment and Grade Stabilization Structures (Attachment C) 

H.    Tree/Shrub Planting (Only when NRD stock is provided and planted by the District) 

 For riparian buffer strips, field, acreage and farmstead windbreaks and for wildlife 

habitat 200- tree/shrub minimum is required for riparian buffer strips, and for field and  

  farmstead windbreaks. A 300-tree/shrub minimum is required for wildlife habitat. 

I.    Windbreak Renovation (Attachment D) 

J.   Supplementing EQIP Contracts in Priority Areas   
When federal EQIP funds are approved in LPNNRD priority areas, the District may 

approve additional local and/or state cost share not to exceed the established maximum 

cost share percentage approved for a practice or the specific area. 

K. New Grass Waterways (when part of an approved terrace system or on 100% no-tilled 

fields)    

L. Replacement of Grass Waterways (will be considered on a case-by-case basis, if over 

10-years old and part of an approved terrace system or on 100% no-tilled fields) 

N. Emergency Repair of Conservation Practices (Attachment E) 

 

*NOTE: Cost share only applies toward the tile outlet portion of approved terrace systems 

to establish a stable outlet.  A stable outlet is considered to be on land that has a 2% grade 

or less.  A landowner may choose to install a portion of the outlet without cost share 

assistance provided that it meets NRCS design standards and specifications.   

 

V.  INELIGIBLE PRACTICES 

A. Any application that would allow the installation of terraces on land that has established 

grass will not be approved.  

B. The LPNNRD will not approve any conservation practice that will encourage the 

conversion of grassland, including CRP land, to crop land.  This includes CRP land in 

the last year of the contract. 

 C. Rebuilding grassed waterways or tile outlets if under 10-years old.  Note: Cost share for 

replacing grass waterways will be considered on a case-by-case basis when over ten 

(10) years old and part of an approved terrace system or on 100% no-till fields (see IV. 

M.).  

 D.  Work that is considered normal maintenance of existing conservation practices.      

E. Rebuilding terraces on existing terrace lines.  

 F. Terraces systems on Class VI land or greater. 

 G. Sediment removal from small dams or other impoundments and/or from adjacent lands 

of said structures. 

H. Work started or constructed prior to approval. 

I.  Livestock Waste Pits. 

J.  The District will not provide cost share for practices on farmland that does not have a 

certified Nitrogen operator or on irrigated land where the irrigated acres are not 
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certified by LPNNRD.    

 K.  Any practice on fields that are determined sod-busted by the NRCS. 

 L. Repair of damage to conservation practices that is determined to be landowner 

negligence in performing normal maintenance as outlined in NRCS specifications.  

 

VI. APPLICATION SUBMITTAL, APPROVAL & PROJECT COMPLETION PERIODS 

A. Summer Construction Applications (For June through September 15 ): 

To insure LPNNRD consideration, applications for summer construction must be 

submitted by February 1.  Most generally, the Projects Committee will review, rank 

and recommend summer application approvals at the February/March Projects 

Committee Meeting.  However, consideration and approval of summer applications 

received after February 1 may occur depending on available funds. All summer 

construction projects are to be completed by September 15 and final paperwork 

submitted to the LPNNRD office by October 15.  The Projects Committee will review 

all uncompleted or unpaid applications at the end of each period to determine if 

application extensions and/or cancellations are warranted. The field must be available 

for construction by August 1.  The area must be planted to a cover crop or a crop 

preceding or after construction. The crop or cover may be harvested or pastured 

during the contract period. Work not completed by September 15, may be canceled or 

receive reduced cost share as determined by the Projects Committee/Board.  

NOTE: Cooperators who are approved for incentive payments within special 

designated watersheds, must follow these same summer construction requirements 

(refer to the “Lands for Conservation Program” – Attachment F).   

B. Fall Construction Applications (September through December project completion): 
To insure LPNNRD consideration, applications for fall construction must be received by 

July 1.  Most generally, the Projects Committee will review, rank and recommend fall 

construction application approvals at the July/August Projects Meeting.  However, 

additional approvals for fall work may occur after July/August as funds are available.  

Approved fall applications will be given until December 31 to complete the work.  
The Committee will review all unpaid applications at the end of each year to determine 

application extensions and cancellations. 

C. Grass, Tree Planting, Windbreak Renovation Applications:  
Application periods for grass establishment will be approved based on NRCS seed and 

seeding specifications. Applications for trees are generally considered for approval just 

before the spring planting season.  For approved Windbreak Renovation applications, tree 

removal will normally be completed in the summer or fall so the site will be ready before 

spring tree planting. 

D. Small Dam Application (Attachment C): 

To ensure consideration for approval, the District will need NRCS/NRD technician 

recommended applications by December 15. The Projects Committee will review and 

prioritize and submit a recommendation for approval at the January Board Meeting.  

E. LPNNRD Signatures on Approved Applications & Related Documents: 

The Manager, Assistant Manager and Projects Coordinator are authorized to sign Board 

approved SWCP applications, Completion and Document Certifications and other related 

documents on behalf of the LPNNRD.    
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VII.  2016 PRIORITY AREAS & ELIGIBLE COST-SHARE PERCENTAGES   
 Priority areas for 2016 listed below are given first consideration for District cost share 

assistance.  Each year, high priority practice applications located in priority areas are 

reviewed and approved by the Projects Committee and Board for the upcoming program 

year. The cost-share assistance payment may not exceed a total of the eligible percent for 

an area when combining all sources of federal, state and local assistance. 

A. LPNNRD Lands North of the Platte River (Platte, Boone, Madison, Colfax & 

Dodge Counties): 75% - 90% (Shell Creek is also in ET & EPA 319 grant area - 

actual percent depends on priority area and practice as defined in approved grant 

application)  

B. Lake Wanahoo (Sand/Duck Creek) Watershed: 75% – 90% - This designated 

EPA/NDEQ 319 grant priority area extends through March 2016 to complete 

existing approved land treatment contracts.  The actual percent to be paid depends on 

approved practice as defined in approved grant application)  

C. Czechland Lake Recreation Area Watershed: 75%  

D. Homestead Lake Recreation Area Watershed: 75% 
 

Cottonwood Creek Watershed: 75% - This designated EPA/NDEQ 319 grant and 

EQIP WQI priority area extends through March 2016 to complete existing approved 

land treatment contracts.  

 

E. Wahoo Creek Sub-Basins: Dunlap Creek; North Fork Wahoo Creek; Miller 

Branch Creek:  75% - These Wahoo Creek Sub-Basins are designated EQIP WQI, 

EPA 319 and Environmental Trust Priority Areas.  

F. Skull Creek Watershed: 75% (It is anticipated to alternate this watershed with the 

Bone Creek Watershed every two years)  

G. Watersheds Above All Existing and Planned LPNNRD Flood Control Structures 

(non-public structures that are or will be operated and maintained by the 

District): 75% 
I.  Watersheds Above Proposed or Completed Landowner SWCP Cost Share Dams  

(That will or have received LPNNRD assistance): 75% 

  J.  Voluntary Compliance of Verified Erosion & Sediment Complaints District-

wide: 75% 

K.  All High Priority Practice Summer Applications District-wide (June 1 through  

  September 15 completion: 75%  

  L.  Tree/Shrub Planting District-wide: 75% 

  M. Windbreak Renovation - District-wide: 50%  

  N. Emergency Repair of Conservation Practices District-wide: 50% 

 

VIII. COST SHARE PERCENTAGE - PRACTICE EXCEPTIONS 

The maximum cost share percentage for most high priority conservation practices will be 

75% - 90%, depending on the where the practice is located (Refer to VII. above).  The 

exception to this is for the following high priority practices: 

A. Water Impoundment Dams and Grade Stabilization Structures: 65% - 75%  
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(Attachment C) 

   B. Windbreak Renovation Practice: 50% (Attachment D) 

   C. Emergency Repair of Conservation Practices: 50% (Attachment E) 

 

IX. MAXIMUM COST SHARE LIMITS 

A. General Maximum Limit: 

A cooperator may receive up to $12,500 SWCP funds within any program year 

(July 1 - June 30) for most high priority practices unless otherwise specified below.   

B. Priority Areas with Federal or State Grant Funding: 

Within priority areas that are receiving reimbursable federal or state grant funding, 

the maximum limits may be exceeded to expedite use of those special funds within 

the specified grant period time line. 

C. Planned Grazing Systems – Livestock Well Pumping Plants: 

The maximum limit for planned grazing systems is $12,500, however a maximum 

cost share limit of $5,000 will also apply toward the livestock well and well 

pumping plant components (combined) when part of the approved system 

(Attachment B). 

D. Water Impoundment & Grade Stabilization Structures: 

The maximum limit for water impoundment dams and grade stabilization structures 

is $15,000 upon NRCS recommendation and Projects Committee/Board approval 

on a case-by-case basis (Attachment C). 

   E.   Windbreak Renovation: 

The maximum limit for windbreak renovation is $1,000 per landowner per year 

(Attachment D). 

F.  Emergency repair of conservation practices: 

The maximum limit for emergency repair of conservation practices is $1,000 per 

landowner per year (Attachment E).      

 

X. AMENDMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL COST SHARE  

When applications are approved under the maximum limit, additional funds, up to the limit, 

may be approved if notified by the landowner or technician before construction.   LPNNRD 

staff is authorized to approve an additional $1,000 above the original approval (up to the 

maximum limit) if the request is received from the landowner and/or technician prior to 

construction.  Staff will notify the Projects Committee of any staff authorized changes. 

 

XI.  APPLICATION EXTENSIONS 

Extensions may be granted for inclement weather or for other conditions beyond the 

landowner’s control.  All extension requests will be considered by the Projects Committee 

and Board on a case-by-case basis.  No more than one 6-month extension can be approved 

for the same application. 

 

XII.  CONSERVATION PRACTICE DESIGN, STAKING & PERMITS 

A. All conservation measures must be designed and staked by Natural Resources 

Conservation Service personnel (NRCS), NRD technicians or other NRCS approved 

technical service providers.  All completed conservation work must be according to the 
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NRCS design standards and specifications as outlined in the NRCS Procedures 

Handbook for LPNNRD. 

B. The landowner is responsible for contacting the NRCS office to secure funds and 

schedule the layout (design and staking) of the approved work 

 C.  The landowner is responsible for obtaining all required local, state and federal permits.   

 

XIII.  SUBMITTING BILLS & PAPERWORK ON COMPLETED WORK  

A. The landowner is responsible for submitting all bills to the NRCS office. The NRCS 

will calculate the eligible cost share payment (on NSWCP form # 3) and submit 

completed and properly signed paperwork to the LPNNRD.   

B. Drawings of the completed practices at to be provided by the NRCS/NRD technician on 

an aerial photo and submitted with the payment request. 

  

XIV. COST SHARE PAYMENTS   
A. LPNNRD has approved use of NRCS’s 2016 EQIP conservation practice payment rates 

for calculating SWCP contract cost-share payments (see attachment G).  Payments will 

be based on NRCS’s EQIP cost-share practice payment schedule rates that were in 

force at the time the application was approved.  The cost-share percent may be lowered 

if summer work is extended into fall. 

B. The LPNNRD calculates and pays cost-share on terraces only by the linear foot, not by 

the cubic yard. 

C. The cost-share percentages are calculated by multiplying the eligible cost share 

percentage by the approved cost share practice payment schedule rate or actual cost 

whichever is less. The cost-share assistance payment may not exceed a total of the 

eligible percent for an area when combining all sources of federal, state and local 

assistance. 

D. Splitting Cost-Share Percentages: When a field splits two cost-share priority areas, 

the corresponding eligible cost share percentage will be applied to each portion of the 

field being treated. When a field splits into a non-priority area, that area will be allowed 

up to 50% cost share assistance, if the non-priority area is 50% or less of the entire field 

being treated. 

 

XV.  PAYMENT OVERRUNS AND LANDOWNER REQUESTED REFUNDS 

A. Payment Overruns:  
Overruns of up to 10 % above the approved project amount may be approved by staff.  

Overruns above 10% will need Board approval. Payments are not to exceed the 

maximum cost share limits set for the various practices.  Exception to this is when 

payments are combined with grant funds in priority areas. 

 B.  Landowner Refunds:  

   If an SWCP practice is purposely damaged, removed or destroyed within ten years after 

completion (25 years for a small dam),  the cooperator who received cost share, will be 

requested to reimburse the District, all or a portion of the SWCP cost share funds, as 

determined by the Projects Completion (25 years for a small dam), the cooperator who 

received cost share will be required to reimburse the District all or a prorated portion of 

the funding assistance, as determined by the Projects Committee and Board.  
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SWCP ATTACHMENT A 

SEDIMENT & WATER CONTROL BASINS AND DIVERSIONS 
 

This attachment is to help clarify the use of sediment & water control basins and diversions as an 

eligible cost-share practice.  Basins and diversions are to be used as a part of an approved 

conservation system according to the NRCS technical guides and field manual.   

 

 A. Sediment & water control basins and diversions may be approved as a high priority 

practice when in conjunction with terraces or dams. 

 

 B. Basins and diversions will be considered a high priority practice when a part of a 

terrace system or in conjunction with a 100% no-till system.  A 100% no-till system 

must have the goal of controlling soil erosion to soil replacement levels (“T”). A 100% 

no-till system is accepted land treatment when ephemeral and gully erosion is 

controlled or “T” is met.  Basins and/or diversions built separately on a terraced field 

are not considered a part of the terrace system.  

 

 C. Basins and diversions not part of a terrace system, may be considered as a high priority 

practice on fields where the NRCS or NRD technician determines terraces are not 

feasible and/or they offer the most practical solution to a problem.  This will be 

determined by the Projects Committee on a case-by-case basis. 
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LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRDSWCP ATTACHMENT B 

PLANNED GRAZING SYSTEM PRACTICE 
 

I. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 A. An applicant must have at least 40 acres of connecting grassland to be developed into at 

least two grazing cells with planned rest periods in accordance with Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) recommendations. 

 B. Applicants must complete a minimum 10-year planned grazing system developed by 

the NRCS prior to submitting an application.  

 C. Applicants are required to sign a 10-year cost-share agreement with the LPNNRD. 

(Form NSWCP-10) 

 D. All approved cost-share items must meet NRCS Standards and Specifications. 

 E. Funds for approved practices may be used on CRP lands if such lands are in the last 

year of the CRP contract.  

 F. The amount and type of eligible practices approved for each application will be 

determined by the overall grazing system plan and the most cost effective alternative 

available. 

 G. Cost-share on eligible practices will be based on the approved cost-share percentage 

times the approved practice payment schedule cost share rate or 75 percent of the actual 

cost, whichever is less. 

 

II. ELIGIBLE PRACTICES 
 A. Cross Fencing:  Only fencing designed to facilitate cell division is eligible for cost-

share (Standard 382 specifications).  Boundary fences are not eligible for cost-share.  

 B. Livestock Water Dugouts:  Dugouts will be sized by daily animal needs and Nebraska 

Engineering Handbook Standards. 

 C. Livestock Well Installation:  Livestock wells will be sized to provide a maximum of 

15 gallons of water per animal-unit per day within each cell.  No cost-share will be 

available for domestic or irrigation wells.  Well test holes are not eligible for cost-share. 

 D.  Pumping Plants for Livestock Wells (As outlined by State NSWCP Guidelines): 

While a cooperator may receive up to $12,500 SWCP funds toward completing a   

Planned Grazing System, a maximum cost share limit of $5,000 will  apply toward the 

livestock well and well pumping plant component (combined) if part of the approved 

system.  

E.  Livestock Water Tanks: Tanks sized according to standard storage requirements in the 

NRCS Technical Guide, Standard 614, are eligible. 

 F. Livestock Water Pipeline Installation  
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LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD 

SWCP ATTACHMENT C 

GUIDELINES FOR WATER IMPOUNDMENT (SMALL DAMS) & 

GRADE STABILIZATION STRUCTURES 

 

I.  PURPOSE 

The purpose of this program is to assist landowners with the construction of water 

impoundment and grade stabilization structures on their property. 

 

II  ELIGIBLE PROJECT ITEMS 

A. Eligible Project Costs Include: 

  1. Construction (Not to include site preparation) 

  2. Seeding (Structure and emergency spillway)  

 3. Fencing when required by the NRCS 

              

III. LAND TREATMENT REQUIREMENT 

To be eligible for cost-share assistance, a minimum of 75% land treatment is required 

within the watershed above each proposed structure site.  To calculate this percentage, 

non-highly erodible land is considered treated.     

Land Treatment Definition:  
Land treatment is defined as any practice or combination of practices (i.e. terraces, no-till   

etc.), that control soil erosion rates on highly erodible soils to soil replacement levels or 

less (Soil replacement level or “T” = 5 tons/acre in the LPNNRD).  Any approved NRCS 

farm plan that treats land to “T” qualifies under this definition (8/2/00 Projects Committee). 

 

IV. COST-SHARE PERCENTAGE AND MAXIMUM ASSISTANCE 
The cost-share percent for approved applications outside selected priority areas is up to a 

maximum of 65%.  For small dams approved within selected LPNNRD priority areas, 

the cost-share rate is up to a maximum of 75%.  Eligible assistance will be based on the 

eligible cost-share percent times the county average costs or 75% of actual costs 

whichever is less.   The maximum cost-share limit will be $15,000 upon NRCS 

recommendation and Projects Committee approval on a case-by-case basis (see Special 

conditions below).   

Special conditions:  The Board may approve a higher cost-share percentage and 

increase the maximum assistance if an application site is above an LPNNRD recreation 

area, within a targeted watershed or when other special conditions exist.  The Board may 

also approve a lower cost-share percent and decrease the maximum assistance for 

structure sites of lower priority.  Special conditions will be evaluated by the Board on a 

case-by-case basis.  

 

V.  PRIORITY AREAS 

Priority areas for small dams and grade stabilization structures include the following 

watersheds:  

A. Sand & Duck Creek 

B. Wahoo Creek 
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C. Skull Creek 

D. Shell Creek 

E. Bone Creek  

F. Watersheds above Pubic Recreation Structures (i.e. Czechland Lake, Homestead 

Lake, Lake Wanahoo) 

G. Above all existing LPNNRD Operated and Maintained Watershed Structures.  

  

VI.   APPLICATION ELIGIBILITY AND SIGN-UP 
  A. Any landowner within the Lower Platte North NRD who is an individual, a partnership, 

a corporation or other legal entity.   

 B. Applications may be submitted any time during the year; however, only NRCS 

inspected and recommended applications received by December 15, will ensure 

consideration for the following construction year. Unapproved applications will expire 

on May 1 of each year, requiring a new landowner application for future consideration. 

The Projects Committee will review, prioritize and submit a recommendation for 

approval at the January Board Meeting. 

C. The applicant shall apply at the county NRCS office on forms provided by the 

  LPNNRD.  An aerial photo showing the proposed project location must accompany the  

  application.  The application must be signed by the applicant and sent to the LPNNRD 

  before December 15 of each year to insure consideration for the immediate year’s  

  construction. 

D. At the time of application, the NRCS will be requested to provide an estimate of  

  drainage acres, percentage of land treatment present, quantities and costs for the 

  project. 

       

VII. APPLICATION EVALUATION AND TENTATIVE APPROVAL 
  A. Application sites will be inspected by LPNNRD and NRCS representatives to evaluate 

feasibility, benefits and cost. Benefits to be evaluated will include but not be limited to: 

flood control, grade control, erosion and sediment control, wildlife habitat 

enhancement, livestock water, and protection to public roads and property. 

  B. The Projects Committee will most generally review, prioritize, and make 

recommendations on applications at their January meeting. 

  C. The NRD Board of Directors will generally approve, reject, or table each request at the 

January Board Meeting. 

  D. After receiving LPNNRD approval, the applicant will be required to submit a $500 

deposit to the NRD before a survey or design is started.  The deposit will be returned to 

the applicant after project completion.  If the deposit is not received by February 1, the 

application will be canceled.  If the applicant withdraws from the project after the 

design has been complete, the deposit will be retained by the LPNNRD unless 

conditions in XII. B. apply. 

  E. In February of each year, the Natural Resources Conservation Service will be requested 

to proceed with survey and design of approved projects. 

  F. After receiving LPNNRD approval, the applicant will be given two years to obtain 

necessary permits, complete the structure and submit all required paperwork.  If the 

project is delayed due to adverse weather conditions, or other conditions beyond the 
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applicant's control, an extension may be granted by the LPNNRD Board of Directors.  

Extensions will be considered by the LPNNRD Board on a case-by-case basis. 

 

VIII. LAND RIGHTS, AGREEMENTS AND PERMITS 
  A. The applicant is responsible for obtaining any required easements and any required 

federal, state and local (i.e. NDNR, Army COE, and County Zoning) permits. 

  B. The applicant is responsible for the relocation or modification of water lines, power 

lines and telephone lines and pay the costs involved. 

  C. The applicant will be required to enter into a 25-year cost-share agreement with the 

LPNNRD.  This agreement states that the applicant will refund cost-share funds if the 

project is removed, altered, or modified without the consent of the LPNNRD. 

 

IX. STRUCTURE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
  A. The NRCS will be requested to survey, design, and supervise all structures approved by 

the LPNNRD Board. 

  B. Construction will not commence until formal notice to proceed is given by the 

LPNNRD.  This notice will be given after NRD Board approval, and after receiving the 

applicant's deposit and signed cost-share agreement. 

 

X.  FINAL APPROVAL AND PAYMENT 
  A. Final Approval and Payment will occur when: 

1. The project is completed and certified by the NRCS/NRD technician to meet all 

NRCS standards and specifications. 

 2. The completed application form NSWCP-3 is signed and returned to the 

LPNNRD with a copy of all project bills. 

 

Xl. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
The landowner is responsible for all operation and maintenance after project construction. 

 

XII. SMALL DAM DEPOSIT REQUIREMENT & REIMBURSEMENT  

A. The applicant will be required to submit a $500 deposit to the NRD before a survey or  

design is started.  The deposit will be returned to the applicant after NRCS approves the  

    completed project and all paperwork is submitted and approved by the District.  If the 

deposit is not received by February 1, the application will be canceled.  If the applicant 

withdraws from the project after the design has been complete, the deposit will be 

retained by the LPNNRD unless conditions in B. apply. 

B. If a landowner does not proceed with the small dam project because the final cost 

estimate is 40% or more over the original project estimate, the LPNNRD will return the 

$500 deposit based on financial hardship.  All other conditions will be reviewed by the 

Projects Committee on a case-by-case basis.         
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LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD 

SWCP ATTACHMENT D 

WINDBREAK RENOVATION PRACTICE 

 

I. PURPOSE 
To provide for the restoration of farmstead, acreage or field windbreaks that have been rendered 

substantially ineffective due to the death of trees or other windbreak plantings as a result of 

weather, disease, or other natural causes. 

 

II. PLAN REQUIREMENT  
A windbreak renovation plan is to be based on a plan reviewed and approved by a forester of the 

Nebraska Forest Service.  The forester is to certify that the windbreak has lost its effectiveness, 

should be renovated and that they approve the plan of renovation. 

 

III. SITE PREPARATION    
Tree removal off the site is required to be accomplished in late fall/early winter at least before the 

planting occurs the following spring.  The only area that is replanted with a new windbreak 

receives cost share for removal costs.  Tree removal work should not be initiated until the 

application is approved by the Lower Platte North NRD and the landowner agrees to replant the 

windbreak in the same area. 

 

IV. COST SHARE RATE AND MAXIMUM ASSISTANCE   
The windbreak renovation cost-share payment will not be based on a cost greater than the county 

average unit cost adopted by the USDA-FSA.  The renovation practice is not to include the 

replanting of the windbreak because of different cost-share percentage rates.  The windbreak 

planting cost-share will be separate.  The Lower Platte North NRD will cost share at a 50% rate, 

up to $1,000.  

 

Tree planting cost-share is eligible for riparian buffers, farmsteads, acreages, field and livestock 

protection windbreaks.  Windbreaks must contain 200 or more trees and shrubs which are 

purchased through and planted by the NRD.  When the planting is strictly for wildlife habitat, a 

minimum of 300 trees/shrubs purchased and planted by the NRD is required. 
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LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD 

SWCP ATTACHMENT E  

FOR EMERGENCY REPAIR OF CONSERVATION PRACTICES 

 

I. PURPOSE 
On occasion, the LPNNRD Board of Directors may approve local SWCP funds for the  

Repair of conservation practices damaged from intense rainstorms.  The decision for approving 

emergency repair funds will be considered annually, with the location and total amount of 

available funds dependent on the severity of storm damage to conservation practices in designated 

areas in the District.   When approved by the Board, Emergency repair funds will be allocated in 

the following manner: 

          

A. The LPNNRD Board will consider approval of the amount and eligible area for 

emergency repair funds, with a recommendation from the Projects Committee.  

Typically, this will occur on or prior to the LPNNRD September Board Meeting.  

B.  Only eligible Conservation Practices, two years old and newer that were originally 

built to NRCS design specifications, will be eligible for cost-share assistance. 

 C. The committee will consider approval of emergency repair assistance only when it 

is determined by an NRCS technician that the damage was not due to landowner 

negligence in performing normal maintenance as outlined in NRCS O&M 

specifications.  

 D. To be eligible for emergency repair funds, the landowner must be following an 

approved NRCS farm plan. 

E. Prior to LPNNRD approval, applications will receive recommendation s from 

LPNNRD and NRCS staff.  The LPNNRD Projects Committee will prioritize 

application practices and areas. 

F. Eligible assistance will be 50% of the approved amount up to a maximum of 

$1,000 per landowner per program period.   
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LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD 

SWCP ATTACHMENT F  

2016 LANDS FOR CONSERVATION PROGRAM  

(Sub-watershed areas: North Fork – Wahoo Creek, Dunlop –  

Wahoo Creek and Miller Branch – Wahoo creek) 

 

Purpose:  The Lands for Conservation program provides landowners with an incentive to get 

conservation structures constructed on the land during the growing season. 
 
1.  The Lands for Conservation program will be on contractual basis between the landowner  

(cooperator) and the Lower Platte North Natural Resources District for one year while conservation practices are 

being established. Applications deadline for each calendar year will be February 1. 

 

 2. Sediment and Water Control Basins with tile outlets and/or terraces with grassed waterways and terraces with tile 

outlets qualify for this program. Sediment and Water Control Basins/Terraces and/or waterways must be seeded 

during the contract period. 

 

 3. NRCS and/or NRD personnel will design terraces with waterways or tile drains or Sediment and Water Control 

Basins with tile outlets. These practices must protect the entire field on which they are established. However, the area 

under contract will be the smallest practical area to encompass the practices, as agreed upon with the cooperator. 

 4. Land enrolled in another program (ex: CRP) may not be eligible for Lands for Conservation contracts. 

 

 5. Sediment and Water Control Basins with tile outlets and terraces with waterways or tile outlets may be cost-shared 

through the EQIP program administered by Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  If federal funds are 

not available, cost-sharing assistance may be available through LPNNRD's Soil & Water Conservation Cost-Share 

Program. 

 

 6. Construction must be done between June 1 and September 15.  The field must be available for construction by 

August 1.  The area enrolled in the LPNNRD Lands for Conservation will be planted to cover crop or a crop 

preceding or after construction.  The crop or cover may be harvested or pastured during the contract period. 

   

7.  For 2016: Payment is $220 $184 per acre*.   

*Payment Rate will be reviewed annually. Payment rate is based on 2014 Nebraska Non-Irrigated 

Cropland Cash Rent Paid per Acre, Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service – 

September 5, 2014. Agricultural Land Values and cash rental Rates published by the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln Extension. 

  Payment will not be processed and forward to the NRD applicant until the project (including 

the planting of the cover crop) has been certified as completed by the NRCS. 

 

8.  If used for permanent pasture before or after the contract period, these areas are not eligible for the Lands for 

Conservation Program. Money received through this program resulting in permanent pasture after the contract period, 

must be returned. Land can be used for hayland as a normal part of the crop rotation. 

 

 9.  If ownership of land changes during the contract period, the contract becomes void. The new owner may continue 

the contract, if agreed to with the Lower Platte North NRD. 

 

 10.  Approval of contracts will be on a rotating basis. 

 

11.   The landowner will contract for the construction of Sediment and Water Control Basins, terraces, waterways, 

tile outlets and any other necessary construction. 

 

12.  Terraces, Sediment and Water Control Basins, waterways and tile outlets must be maintained for 10 years or as 

long as the current owner has control of the land, whichever is less. 

 

13.  Eligible Watersheds for the Lands for Conservation Program: Within the Wahoo Watershed, sub 

watershed that are eligible are; four of the HUC 12 sub watersheds were identified as highest priority areas for 

this program: Cottonwood Creek, North Fork-Wahoo Creek, Dunlop Creek and Miller Branch-Wahoo Creek.  

 

 

 























Shell Creek Research Group

2016 Order Request

Forestry Suppliers 
Page Number Description Item Number Price Quantity Total

328 Nitrate 94834 $49.20 4 $196.80

328 Phosphate 94837 $41.50 2 $83.00

328 pH 94836 $55.45 1 $55.45

324 Coliscan Kit 77038 $39.50 3 $118.50

650 Chest Waders 94131 $90.50 1 $90.50

650 Chest Waders 94133 $90.50 2 $181.00

650 Chest Waders 94135 $90.50 1 $90.50

650 Chest Waders 94137 $90.50 1 $90.50

500 Rain Gauge 88991 $40.75 3 $122.25

Total $1,028.50

Newman Grove High School

  









 

 

 
 
 
 
Recreation Plan 
February was focused on setting up public meetings to discuss the completed recreation plan and 
opportunities to increase or improve existing access to the Platte River, other recreational opportunities 
and educational resources.  The Nebraska Game & Parks Commission and the National Park Service are also 
partnering with the LPRCA to set up and conduct the meetings.  The first meeting will be held in Ashland at 
the Ashland Community Center on Tuesday, March 22nd with an open house at 6:00 p.m. and the meeting 
starting at 6:30 p.m.  The Fremont meeting is planned for Tuesday, April 5th at the City Auditorium 
Community Room with an open house beginning at 5:30 and presentations beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The final 
planned meeting at this time will be in Columbus on Thursday, April 7th at the Legion Hall.  The Columbus 
meeting will also begin with an open house at 5:30 with the more formal meeting portion beginning at 6:00 
p.m.  More information can be found on the LPRCA website.  
 
Water Quality Monitoring Network  
The LPRCA in partnership with USGS has operated three to four real-time continuous water quality 
monitoring sites in the Lower Platte River and its tributaries for eight years.  The LPRCA began exploring the 
possibility of expanding the network to include an additional site at Leshara over the winter.  That location 
was identified as a site that can assist with identifying contaminant loads and contributions from 
contributing watersheds.  Additionally, conversations with both MUD and Lincoln Water System indicated 
that a site at that location would be of use in their operations as well.  All three NRDs will partner with the 
two municipalities to fund the Leshara site beginning this spring and continuing over the two following 
years. This site will be in addition to the three longer term sites: Platte River at Louisville, Salt Creek at 
Ashland, and Elkhorn River at Waterloo. It is also in addition to the Shell Creek near Columbus site that 
LPNNRD has operated for the past 6 years.  
 
Two Rivers Pier Removal 
Hawkins Construction started removing the remaining temporary bridge sections that they had left on site 
over the winter during the end of February and first week of March.  Once the sections have been removed 
the final grading of disturbed areas will be done as well as reseeding.  They anticipate having the seeding 
completed during the week of March 14th.  Once the seeding is complete and the work has been signed off 
on the project will be complete. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Nebraska Wildlife Society Conference, Kearney: March 8-10. 
 
NARD Washington DC Conference, Embassy Suites, Washington DC: March 11-16 

Monthly Report for February 2016 
Meghan Sittler, Coordinator  
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2016 Global Water for Food Conference, April 24-26, Innovation Campus, Lincoln. 
 
LPRCA Quarterly Meeting, May 3, 2016, 9:00 a.m., LPSNRD in Lincoln.  
 
LPRCA Kayak Tour, June 7, 2016.  The LPRCA Kayak Tour has been included as a “Find your Park” event as  

part of the National Park Service Centennial celebration.  
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 Leshara Real Time Continuous Water Quality 

with nitrate USGS Local Share

Annual Cost 36,854.67$          8,607.00$                28,247.67$           

Total Cost of 3-year Agreement 110,564.00$        25,821.00$              84,743.00$           

Total 

Partners



LPSNRD LPNNRD P-MRNRD LWS MUD

6,809.00$                  6,809.00$                  6,809.00$                 4,000.00$          4,000.00$           

20,427.00$                20,427.00$                20,427.00$               12,000.00$       12,000.00$         

Partners



 

Lower Platte River Real-Time Water Quality Monitoring Network 

Potential Leshara Site 

Proposed work:  Build upon existing network of four real-time water quality monitoring network sites to 

provide comprehensive real-time water quality data for the Lower Platte River. Current site locations 

include: the Platte River at Louisville, Salt Creek at Ashland, Elkhorn River at Waterloo, and Shell Creek 

near Columbus. The proposed work would add a fifth site at the current USGS streamflow station on the 

Platte River at Leshara.  The Leshara monitoring site would provide real-time data for temperature, 

turbidity, dissolved oxygen, specific conductance and nitrate/nitrite. A nitrate/nitrite sensor was added 

to the Louisville site approximately four years ago. 

The sites are operational approximately March through October each year and data is collected at 

fifteen minute intervals. The data is publically available over the internet in near real time.  Historical 

data are available year round.  Additional constituents can also be monitored upon request. 

Leshara was selected from conversations with USGS during and following the completion of the LPRCA 

water quality management plan.  USGS indicated that with the Leshara site, there would be adequate 

data available within the network to get a clearer understanding of loads from the major tributaries to 

help guide LPRCA and NRD Water Quality management work. Additionally conversations with MUD 

indicated that they would find the data from Leshara site useful for their operations.   

Partnership:  The LPRCA hopes that MUD and Lincoln Water System (LWS) will consider providing some 

level of partnership funding for the operation of the Leshara real-time water quality site.  A meeting 

with MUD was held during the first week of January. MUD indicated they would recommend providing 

an annual $4,000 contribution to the Leshara site. The LPRCA is still hoping to have more definite 

conversations with LWS over the next two weeks to discuss partnership possibilities. The data from this 

site as well as the additional sites within the network can provide MUD, LWS the LPRCA and others a 

comprehensive look at the water quality within the Lower Platte River and its tributaries.   

Cost:  The annual cost of the Leshara monitoring site is approximately $37,000 with USGS providing 

$11,100 and the local sponsors being responsible for the remaining $25,900. The agreements are 

generally in place for three year terms and can be extended or renewed after that time.  Three different 

cost scenarios are presented on the attached spreadsheet.  Scenario 1 seems to be the most likely at 

this time with scenario 3 being the least likely at this time.   

 



Project Manager Jeffrey Henson

Tom Mountford
Lower Platte North NRD
511 Commercial Park Road
PO Box 126
Wahoo, NE  68066

February 29, 2016
Project No: R110036.00
Invoice No: 88126
Invoice Amount: 4,924.90

Invoice

Project R110036.00 Lower Platte North NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan Update
Professional Services through February 19, 2016
See Attached Progress Report

Contract
Amount

Percent
Complete Billed-to-Date

Previous
Billing

Current
Billing

Lump Sum Phase(s)

Project Management and Kick-Off $16,980.00 100 % $16,980.00 $16,470.60 $509.40

Public Involvement $15,330.00 100 % $15,330.00 $15,330.00 0.00

Data Collection and Analysis $20,020.00 100 % $20,020.00 $20,020.00 0.00

Mitigation Plan $14,860.00 100 % $14,860.00 $14,860.00 0.00

Pre-Project Application Information $48,000.00 100 % $48,000.00 $43,752.00 $4,248.00

Submit to NEMA $530.00 100 % $530.00 $530.00 0.00

Submit to FEMA $200.00 100 % $200.00 $200.00 0.00

Revise Plan $3,470.00 100 % $3,470.00 $3,470.00 0.00

Resubmit Plan to NEMA/FEMA $470.00 100 % $470.00 $470.00 0.00

Adopt Plan $670.00 100 % $670.00 $502.50 $167.50

Distribute Plan $470.00 100 % $470.00 $470.00 0.00

QA/QC $5,000.00 100 % $5,000.00 $5,000.00 0.00

Total $126,000.00 $126,000.00 $121,075.10 $4,924.90

      $4,924.90Total Amount Due Upon Receipt

  cc: Tom Mountford, tmountford@lpnnrd.com

mailto:tmountford@lpnnrd.com


 

 

 

MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT 

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 
Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
JEO PROJECT NO. R110036.00 

Project Contact:  Jeff Henson, 402.474.8764 
 

Through the Period of February 21, 2016 
 

 
1. Overall Project  and Budget Status:  

- Project Completion:  99%   Budget:  100% 
 
2. Work completed during current period (thru February 21, 2016) 

 Mapping secondary dams  
 Print/deliver HMP to NRD 
 Assist in local adoption 

 
3. Planned accomplishment for next period  (Feb. 22 – March 27, 2016):  

 Continue to assist with local adoption of HMP 

 
4. Action items: 

 Adoption 

  
5. Project schedule: 

 Final invoice for HMP should occur in February 2016 
 

6. Information from NRD: 
 None at this time 

 
7. Next Meeting Date and Time: 

 None at this time 



From: Adam Rupe arupe@jeo.com
Subject: RE: Wet Areas

Date: March 8, 2016 at 4:57 PM
To: John Miyoshi jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org
Cc: Tom Mountford (tmountford@lpnnrd.org) tmountford@lpnnrd.org

Hey$John$–
$
Thank$you$for$the$addi3onal$informa3on$and$allowing$us$to$look$through$this.$We’ve$been$discussing$it
internally$and$brainstorming$some$addi3onal$ideas,$unfortunately,$I$don’t$think$we’ve$come$up$with
anything$that$is$significantly$cheaper$than$the$proposals$you’ve$received.$We$did$have$a$couple
thoughts$I$wanted$to$share$with$you$though:

·         Are$there$any$other$areas$of$impact$outside$the$three$iden3fied?$Or$the$poten3al$for$them$to
be$claimed?$I’m$thinking$about$what$might$happen$aGer$you$come$to$a$resolu3on$on$the
exis3ng$areas,$seIng$a$precedent,$and$then$someone$comes$forward$claiming$the$same$thing.
Understanding$the$full$extent$of$impacts$may$be$beneficial$for$iden3fying$a$“programma3c”
solu3on.

·         Tiling$will$most$likely$work,$but$is$there$any$concern$the$area$is$so$saturated$or$is$so$well
hydrologically$connected$that$drains$won’t$keep$up?

·         There$have$been$recent$changes$with$3ling$farmed$wetlands,$is$it$known$if$these$have$been
iden3fied$as$such?

·         $Another$solu3on$may$be$to$ac3vely$manage$the$eleva3on$of$the$water$in$the$wetland
(assuming$that$is$causing$the$problem).$If$it$allowable,$lowering$the$water$eleva3on$during$the
growing$season$may$drain$the$farm$ground$enough$for$crops$to$grow.$This$could$be$done$one$a
periodic$basis$(coordinated$with$the$landowner)$as$well.$This$would$consist$of$installing$a$gate
or$some$other$structure$on$the$wetland$outlet.

$
Obviously,$we$don’t$have$all$the$informa3on$and$you$may$have$already$considered$these,$but$I$wanted
to$men3on$them$to$be$sure.$I$do$plan$to$sit$in$at$the$board$mee3ng$on$Thursday,$but$I$don’t$plan$on
preparing$a$proposal$at$this$3me.$If$you$have$any$ques3ons$or$would$like$to$discuss$anything$else,
please$don’t$hesitate$to$call$or$email!
$
Thank$you!
$

ADAM$RUPE$|$Natural$Resources$Specialist
JEO$CONSULTING$GROUP$INC
2700$Fletcher$Avenue$|$Lincoln,$Nebraska$68504^1113
d:$402.474.8742$|$m:$402.322.0377$|$o:$402.435.3080$|$f:$402.435.4110
arupe@jeo.com

$
$

From:$John$Miyoshi$[mailto:jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org]$
Sent:$Monday,$March$07,$2016$2:43$PM
To:$Adam$Rupe$<arupe@jeo.com>
Subject:$Wet$Areas
 
Adam,
 

mailto:Rupearupe@jeo.com
mailto:Rupearupe@jeo.com
mailto:Miyoshijmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org
mailto:Miyoshijmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org
mailto:tmountford@lpnnrd.org
mailto:tmountford@lpnnrd.org
http://www.jeo.com/
mailto:arupe@jeo.com


 
Here is the map with the wet areas in red, about 40 acres total.  The water elevation in Sand and
Duck Creek is close to 9 foot higher than before project at our property line.
 
John
 
John Miyoshi - General Manager
Lower Platte North NRD
P.O. Box 126
511 Commercial Park Road
Wahoo, NE 68066
402-443-4675
jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org

mailto:jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org


Wanahoo	
  Wetlands	
  Landowners	
  Meeting	
  
	
  
On	
  February	
  26	
  I	
  met	
  with	
  Landowners	
  that	
  boarder	
  the	
  Wanahoo	
  Wetlands;	
  Mary	
  Kay	
  
Stoeber,	
  Greg	
  Harding,	
  Pat	
  Gaughen	
  and	
  John	
  Divis	
  (tenant	
  for	
  Stoeber/Harding).	
  	
  Earlier	
  in	
  
the	
  day	
  I	
  visited	
  with	
  Mike	
  Murren	
  (tenant	
  for	
  Andy	
  Murren).	
  	
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  meeting	
  
was	
  to	
  discuss	
  damages	
  they	
  are	
  receiving	
  from	
  the	
  rising	
  water	
  table.	
  
	
  
It	
  was	
  explained	
  that	
  the	
  water	
  elevation	
  in	
  both	
  Sand	
  and	
  Duck	
  Creeks	
  are	
  now	
  nine	
  feet	
  
higher	
  at	
  the	
  our	
  property	
  line	
  than	
  prior	
  to	
  installation	
  of	
  the	
  created	
  Wanahoo	
  Wetland	
  
that	
  was	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Sand	
  Creek	
  Project.	
  	
  Aerial	
  photos	
  were	
  shared	
  that	
  show	
  areas	
  on	
  the	
  
three	
  properties	
  where	
  it	
  appears	
  negative	
  impacts	
  are	
  occurring.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  was	
  further	
  explained	
  that	
  the	
  NRD	
  had	
  advertised	
  and	
  received	
  proposals	
  to	
  identify	
  if	
  
there	
  is	
  a	
  problem	
  and	
  what	
  potential	
  solutions	
  there	
  may	
  be	
  to	
  remedy	
  the	
  situation.	
  	
  It	
  
was	
  shared	
  that	
  the	
  cost	
  of	
  the	
  proposals	
  are	
  close	
  to	
  $20,000	
  for	
  a	
  problem	
  that	
  may	
  have	
  
a	
  $40,000	
  solution	
  and	
  that	
  staff	
  was	
  instructed	
  to	
  visit	
  with	
  the	
  landowners	
  to	
  see	
  what	
  
options	
  they	
  might	
  be	
  agreeable	
  to.	
  
	
  
All	
  agreed	
  that	
  a	
  tiling	
  option	
  seems	
  to	
  make	
  sense	
  to	
  restore	
  productivity	
  to	
  the	
  40	
  acres	
  
that	
  is	
  being	
  affected.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  landowners	
  asked	
  about	
  the	
  timeline	
  and	
  if	
  the	
  tiling	
  could	
  take	
  place	
  yet	
  this	
  spring.	
  
	
  
Discussion	
  occurred	
  concerning	
  reliving	
  LPNNRD	
  of	
  any	
  further	
  liability	
  if	
  we	
  would	
  agree	
  
to	
  tile	
  the	
  affected	
  land.	
  	
  Stober,	
  Harding	
  and	
  Gaughen	
  strongly	
  felt	
  they	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  
willing	
  to	
  sign	
  such	
  an	
  agreement.	
  
	
  
John	
  Miyoshi	
  
February	
  26,	
  2016	
  



LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

BILLS PENDING

2/9/16-3/10/16

Date Name Reference Amount

2/9/2016 MERCH SVC BNKCRD COLON RW E. CAPRON CC PMT 0.84$                       

2/11/2016 MERCH SVC BNKCRD COLON RW B. WIEMER CC PMT 1.41$                       

2/11/2016 CITY OF WAHOO UTILITIES WATER PURCHASE JAN 1,057.80$                

2/11/2016 CITY OF WAHOO UTILITIES JANUARY UTILITIES 901.85$                   

2/12/2016 STATE OF NE EPAY JAN16 STATE INCOME TAX 2,445.32$                

2/12/2016 STATE OF NE SALES & USE TAX BALANCE DUE 25.00$                     

2/16/2016 NE DEPT OF REVENUE JAN16 SALES & USE TAX 229.18$                   

2/16/2016 MERCH SVC BNKCRD COLON RW E. HARMON CC PMT 2.37$                       

2/16/2016 MERCH SVC BNKCRD COLON RW R. PALMER CC PMT 0.32$                       

2/16/2016 WINDSTREAM NEBRASKA INC. JANUARY TELEPHONE 286.78$                   

2/16/2016 AFLAC JANUARY AFLAC 296.28$                   

2/19/2016 MIYOSHI, JOHN R. Payroll 2/19/16 2,706.06$                

2/19/2016 ANGLE, LAURENCE Payroll 2/19/16 1,674.46$                

2/19/2016 HEIMANN, ROBERT J. Payroll 2/19/16 1,697.84$                

2/19/2016 MOUNTFORD, THOMAS A. Payroll 2/19/16 1,870.10$                

2/19/2016 BREUNIG, JILL M. Payroll 2/19/16 1,704.12$                

2/19/2016 LEU, SUSAN J. Payroll 2/19/16 679.64$                   

2/19/2016 HOLMBERG, PATRICIA A. Payroll 2/19/16 756.23$                   

2/19/2016 DOKULIL, DANNY Payroll 2/19/16 833.06$                   

2/19/2016 MILLIKEN, MARLA M. Payroll 2/19/16 893.74$                   

2/19/2016 OAKLUND, RUSSELL K. Payroll 2/19/16 1,336.90$                

2/19/2016 REZAC, KAREN M. Payroll 2/19/16 840.92$                   

2/19/2016 POOLE, CHRISTOPHER L. Payroll 2/19/16 1,644.16$                

2/19/2016 BARTEK, KELLY S. Payroll 2/19/16 894.15$                   

2/19/2016 CAMPBELL, JENNIFER S. Payroll 2/19/16 811.26$                   

2/19/2016 SCHOMER, BRET C. Payroll 2/19/16 1,173.10$                

2/19/2016 BENAL, TYLER J. Payroll 2/19/16 1,094.28$                

2/19/2016 O'REILLY, MITCHELL J. Payroll 2/19/16 507.91$                   

2/19/2016 DEERSON, CASSI Payroll 2/19/16 1,228.38$                

2/19/2016 TEPOEL, DESIRAE Payroll 2/19/16 1,294.69$                

2/19/2016 GOTTSCHALK, ERIC P. Payroll 2/19/16 1,559.70$                

2/19/2016 MURREN, MICHAEL J. Payroll 2/19/16 1,701.84$                

2/22/2016 EFTPS TAX DEPOSIT 2/19/16 9,002.33$                

2/23/2016 MERCH SVC BNKCRD COLON RW D. ANDERSON CC PMT 0.71$                       

2/23/2016 BIRCH COMMUNICATIONS JANUARY PHONE 101.98$                   

2/23/2016 FREMONT SANITATION FEBRUARY GARBAGE 43.93$                     



LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

BILLS PENDING

2/9/16-3/10/16

3/1/2016 READYTALK CONF CALLS JANUARY 16.22$                     

3/1/2016 BUTLER PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT JANUARY UTILITIES 243.94$                   

3/2/2016 BANKCARD PROCESSING CENTER VISA PURCHASES 5,280.48$                

3/3/2016 MURREN, MICHAEL J. Payroll 3/4/16 1,701.85$                

3/4/2016 MIYOSHI, JOHN R. Payroll 3/4/16 2,619.66$                

3/4/2016 ANGLE, LAURENCE Payroll 3/4/16 1,659.46$                

3/4/2016 HEIMANN, ROBERT J. Payroll 3/4/16 1,697.82$                

3/4/2016 MOUNTFORD, THOMAS A. Payroll 3/4/16 1,825.44$                

3/4/2016 BREUNIG, JILL M. Payroll 3/4/16 1,704.12$                

3/4/2016 LEU, SUSAN J. Payroll 3/4/16 679.64$                   

3/4/2016 HOLMBERG, PATRICIA A. Payroll 3/4/16 756.25$                   

3/4/2016 DOKULIL, DANNY Payroll 3/4/16 685.02$                   

3/4/2016 MILLIKEN, MARLA M. Payroll 3/4/16 893.73$                   

3/4/2016 OAKLUND, RUSSELL K. Payroll 3/4/16 1,336.92$                

3/4/2016 REZAC, KAREN M. Payroll 3/4/16 840.90$                   

3/4/2016 POOLE, CHRISTOPHER L. Payroll 3/4/16 1,644.18$                

3/4/2016 BARTEK, KELLY S. Payroll 3/4/16 901.03$                   

3/4/2016 CAMPBELL, JENNIFER S. Payroll 3/4/16 811.26$                   

3/4/2016 SCHOMER, BRET C. Payroll 3/4/16 1,173.10$                

3/4/2016 BENAL, TYLER J. Payroll 3/4/16 1,094.29$                

3/4/2016 O'REILLY, MITCHELL J. Payroll 3/4/16 507.91$                   

3/4/2016 DEERSON, CASSI Payroll 3/4/16 1,169.56$                

3/4/2016 TEPOEL, DESIRAE Payroll 3/4/16 1,340.06$                

3/4/2016 GOTTSCHALK, ERIC P. Payroll 3/4/16 1,559.68$                

3/4/2016 JOE BIRKEL NARD WASHINGTON DC/GMDA FLIGHT 685.27$                   

3/4/2016 JOHN R. HANNAH NARD WASHINGTON DC 163.00$                   

3/4/2016 JOHN R. MIYOSHI NARD WASHINGTON DC/ FLIGHT 850.96$                   

3/4/2016 TOM MOUNTFORD NARD WASHINGTON DC 163.00$                   

3/4/2016 PHEASANTS FOREVER LOWER PLATTE ANNUAL BANQUET DONATION 250.00$                   

3/10/2016 DON VESKERNA NACD TOURS 127.50$                   

3/10/2016 NATIONWIDE INSURANCE CO. FEBRUARY RETIREMENT 14,518.42$              

3/10/2016 WAHOO AUTO PARTS EQUIP UPKEEP 11.49$                     

3/10/2016 NARD NRD WASHINGTON DC CONFERENCE 1,750.00$                

3/10/2016 NORTH BEND EAGLE LEGAL NOTICE FEB 37.16$                     

3/10/2016 WAHOO-WAVERLY-ASHLAND NEWSPAPERS E- ADS/LEGAL NOTICE FEB 245.09$                   

3/10/2016 FREMONT TRIBUNE LEGAL NOTICE FEB 34.32$                     

3/10/2016 QUILL CORPORATION HP PRINTER 229.99$                   



LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

BILLS PENDING

2/9/16-3/10/16

3/10/2016 SOLUTION ONE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FEB 729.38$                   

3/10/2016 AS CENTRAL SERVICES IPAD/CELL/ RW IPAD FEB16 567.33$                   

3/10/2016 BROMM, LINDAHL, ET AL LEGAL FEBRUARY 1,809.00$                

3/10/2016 NEBRASKA PUBLIC HEALTH ENVIRONMENTAL LAB NITRATE SAMPLING FEB 77.00$                     

3/10/2016 COLUMBUS TELEGRAM LEGAL NOTICE FEB 104.63$                   

3/10/2016 BOMGAARS BLDG MAINT/EQUIP UPKEEP 51.50$                     

3/10/2016 NARD RISK POOL ASSOCIATION MARCH EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 26,208.23$              

3/10/2016 H & H TRUCKING WANAHOO ROADSTONE 7,369.81$                

3/10/2016 JEO CONSULTING GROUP, INC. HAZARD MITIGATION 4,924.90$                

3/10/2016 U.S. POST OFFICE PO BOX RENEWAL 144.00$                   

3/10/2016 CORNER MARKET FUEL EXPENSE FEBRAURY 282.66$                   

3/10/2016 LOWER PLATTE SOUTH NRD GMDA REFUND- A. BLEED 285.00$                   

3/10/2016 UPPER BIG BLUE NRD GMDA REFUNDS- R. RICH 285.00$                   

3/10/2016 S & S WELDING & REPAIR EQUIP UPKEEP 620.65$                   

3/10/2016 OLSSON ASSOCIATES INSTRUMENT MONITORING 564.29$                   

3/10/2016 HOLIDAY INN KEARNEY WATER PROGRAMS CONFERENCE 379.80$                   

3/10/2016 SAINT BENEDICT CENTER NITROGEN CLASS/DIRECTORS RET 416.50$                   

3/10/2016 RIXSTINE RECOGNITION NAME TAGS/ NAME PLATES 209.40$                   

3/10/2016 CURTIS HAVELKA WAHOO CREEK 319 1,366.42$                

3/10/2016 BOB HILGER LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE HOTEL 207.82$                   

3/10/2016 KELLY & WEAVER  P.C. MONTHLY WEAVER 3,400.00$                

3/10/2016 ONE CALL CONCEPTS, INC. ONE CALL 7.56$                       

3/10/2016 MID-AMERICAN BENEFITS INC FSA BENEFITS MARCH 613.35$                   

3/10/2016 DAVID CITY UTILITIES WATER PURCHASE 1,327.01$                

3/10/2016 AGRICULTURE PARK NITROGEN CLASS 100.00$                   

3/10/2016 PLATTE COUNTY FAIR PLATTE COUNTRY FAIR BOOTH 220.00$                   

3/10/2016 KTIC AM KTIC ADS 174.00$                   

3/10/2016 SIMONS HOME STORE BUILDING MAINTENANCE 11.18$                     

3/10/2016 MAINELLI WAGNER & ASSOCIATES SHELL CREEK 22,108.00$              

3/10/2016 NEBRASKA GAME & PARKS COMMISSION PARK SALES 670.00$                   

3/10/2016 STOCKING TOWNSHIP GRADING- WANAHOO 427.50$                   

3/10/2016 NEWMAN GROVE HIGH SCHOOL SHELL CREEK SUPPLIES 1,028.50$                

3/10/2016 KEEP FREMONT BEAUTFIUL 2016 MEMBRSHIP 100.00$                   

3/10/2016 LARM ADDITIONAL PREMIUM- COPIER 18.15$                     

3/10/2016 TROY R THOMPSON COMPUTER CONSULTING/ISSUES FEB 862.50$                   

3/10/2016 SPARTAN STORES LLC NITROGEN CLASSES 23.71$                     

3/10/2016 UNITED SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY INC MARCH/APRIL MAINTENANCE 199.70$                   



LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

BILLS PENDING

2/9/16-3/10/16

3/10/2016 GROSCH IRRIGATION REFUND WELL PERMIT 50.00$                     

3/10/2016 JOHN O'DELL SEEDING- WANAHOO 400.00$                   

3/10/2016 RITA DIVIS ABANDONED WELL 243.75$                   

3/10/2016 ANN BLEED DIRECTORS RETREAT SPEAKER 85.10$                     

3/10/2016 DAN SMITH DIRECTORS RETREAT SPEAKER 373.24$                   

3/10/2016 SW KANSAS GMD3 GMDA REFUND- N. SCOTT 225.00$                   

3/10/2016 ACC FARMS COVER CROP PMT 2015 3,200.00$                

3/10/2016 FOREMAN, MELISSA Monthly Payroll- February 48.25$                     

Total Payments 2/9-3/10 175,027.18$         



Consent Agenda 
March 10, 2016 

 

6.A.1.a.1  UNL Water Tour 

6.A.2.a Directors Absence 

6.A.2.b.2 Monthly Bill 

6.A.2.g  March Board Meetings 

6.A.2.i Addendum to Agreement - Wahoo Sign 

6.A.4.b  Mitch O'Reilly Leave Time 

6.A.5.b  Approval of Managers Time and Expense Sheets 

6.B.5.a.2  2016 County Fairs 

6.B.5.a.3  Long Range Plan-Fiscal Year 2016 

6.C.1.a GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA 

6.C.1.a.6  Bellwood Phase 2 Area 

6.C.2.a.2 Plugged Wells 

6.D.1.b  SWCP Payments 

6.D.1.g  Wahoo Creek Cost Share Payments 

6.D.1.h  Wahoo Creek Cost Share Approvals 

6.D.2.a.2  Shell Creek Grant - Cover Crop Payment 

6.D.2.a.5  Newman Grove Water Testing Supplies 
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