
District Student Fees Hearing
Monday, July 10, 2023 5:45 PM

Virginia Moon Administrative Center
8545 Park Dr

Ralston, NE 68127-3621

Agenda

1. Call To Order
2. 2023-2024 District Student Fees Hearing

 
Speaker(s): Mr. Buckingham

3. Adjourn

 



5045 
Student Fees, Fines and Charges 

PART ONE: 
The District’s general policy is to provide for instruction in accordance with the Nebraska 
State Constitution. The district offers some activities, programs, and services that extend beyond the 
minimum level of constitutionally required free instruction and as such may require additional 
expenditures which are properly borne by students as a separate charge. Such charges shall be kept to a 
minimum to maintain the activity, program or service. Students qualifying under part 3 of this policy may 
receive a fee waiver. No fees, materials, specialized or non-specialized attire, or equipment shall be 
required of students except as expressly permitted below. 
 
A. ​Extracurricular activities and spectator events: 
 
A fee will be charged for participation in extracurricular activities and to spectators of extracurricular 
activities. Each school building shall annually submit its extracurricular fee list to the District for approval 
and publication in that school’s handbook.  
 
1. Fees may be charged for participation in extracurricular activities. Extracurricular activities are those 
activities or organizations where student participation is voluntary and does not count toward graduation 
or advancement between grades. 
 
2. Schools may require students to furnish specialized equipment and attire, or pay a reasonable fee for 
use of district owned equipment and attire, for participation in extracurricular activities including such 
activities as extracurricular music.  
 
3. Clubs, teams and organizations for which there may be a fee required for participation may also, as a 
club, team or organization, decide to make purchases, and may raise funds and/or seek donations 
according to District policy to assist in the funding of such purchases, which may include, but are not 
limited to, apparel and trips. The decision of an organization to require members to participate in 
fundraising or otherwise fund purchases is not a fee charged by the District. 
 
4. Fees may be charged for admission to activities and events which occur at the facilities of Ralston 
Public Schools and for transportation to and from activities, events and trips outside the district, when 
those activities do not count toward graduation or advancement between grades and when student 
participation is voluntary. 
 
5. A school may sell an activity ticket that admits students to activities and events that do not count 
toward graduation or advancement between grades. 
 
6. Field trip fees may only be charged if participation by the student is voluntary and it does not relate to 
the required curriculum or if the field trip occurs after school hours and does not count toward school 
attendance. 
B. Minor personal consumable items: 
 
The District may require students to be responsible for the purchase of minor consumable items that are 
used by the student for extracurricular activities. The District will establish a master list of those items, 
which are considered minor personal consumable items, which may be required. Each school building 



shall choose those items on the list, which it will require of students  
attending the school. No item which is not on the District’s master list will be required. Each  
school shall annually submit its list of required personal consumable items to the District for approval and 
publication in that school’s handbook. 
 
C. ​School Store: 
 
The District authorizes the operation of school stores in which students may purchase food, beverages and 
personal or consumable items. A school store need not have a permanent physical presence and may 
provide order forms for students to voluntarily purchase items from the school or another vendor. School 
stores may stock required personal and consumable items and make such items available to students for 
voluntary purchase. Schools may not require students to purchase an item directly from the school store. 
 
D. ​Clothing: 
 
In addition to school guidelines about general appropriateness of attire, school buildings may require 
students to furnish and wear non-specialized clothing meeting general guidelines for the specified courses 
and activities, if the guidelines are reasonably related to the course. Each school’s clothing guidelines 
shall be submitted to the District for approval and publication in the student handbook. 
 
E. ​Musical Instruments: 
 
Students who take an elective band course shall be required to supply their own instrument or rent an 
instrument, except those students who qualify under part 3 of this policy. For those students qualifying 
under part 3 the district shall not be required to provide for the use of a particular type of musical 
instrument for any student. The District shall supply the music for such courses. 
 
1. Personal supplies related to musical instruments including, but not limited to, items such as reeds, cork 
lubricant, pipe cleaners, cleaning cloths and other supplies of general upkeep and considered personal 
consumable items shall be the responsibility of the student.  
 
2. Schools may require students to furnish their own musical instruments, stands, music and specialized 
attire for participation in extracurricular music organizations and activities. 
 
F. ​Lost or damaged school property: 
 
A school may require a student to reimburse the school district for repair or replacement of school district                  
property, which is entrusted to the student and is lost or damaged, as well as property of the district                   
damaged through the acts of a student.  
 
The Board of Education authorizes assessment of fines for damaged, lost or overdue books purchased by                
the district and loaned to students free of charge.  
 
G. ​Donations: 
 
The District may request donations of money, materials, equipment or attire to help defray costs of                
educational programs. The request for donations will clearly indicate the request as a donation and not a                 
requirement. 



 
H. ​Parking: 
 
Students may be required to pay to park their cars on school property. The District shall annually                 
determine the amount to be charged for parking and publish it in the student handbook. 
 
I. ​Yearbook, class rings and other optional purchases: 
 
Students may be charged for the purchase of items such as yearbooks, class rings, class sweatshirts,                
graduation announcements and other such voluntary purchases. 
 
J. ​Graduation attire: 
 
Students may be required to pay the necessary fee to cover the cost of graduation attire required to                  
participate in graduation ceremonies.  
 
K. ​Food: 
 
Students may be charged a fee for the purchase of breakfast and/or lunch. Students may be charged for the                   
cost of food, beverages, and the like that students purchase from a school store, a vending machine, a                  
booster club or similar sources. Students may be required to bring money or food for field trip lunches                  
and similar activities. 
 
L. ​Summer school: 
 
The District may annually set fees for student participation in classes offered during the summer. 
Any and all fees collected pursuant to this subsection shall be deposited into, and expended from, the                 
Student Fee Fund. 
 
M. ​Night school/Adult education: 
 
The District may annually set fees for student participation in classes offered to students taking classes                
through the district’s night school/adult education program. Any and all fees collected pursuant to this               
subsection shall be deposited into, and expended from, the Student Fee Fund. 
 
N. Post-secondary education costs: 
A student may be charged the actual tuition and fees associated with obtaining credits from a 
postsecondary educational institution when a student receives both high school credit and postsecondary 
education credit from a course being taken as part of an approved accelerated or differentiated curriculum 
program. Any and all fees collected pursuant to this subsection shall be deposited into, and expended 
from, the Student Fee Fund unless paid directly to the postsecondary educational institution. 
 
 
O. ​Student files and records: 
 
Fees may be charged for copies of student files or records. Parents of students have the right to inspect 
and review the student’s files or records without the payment of a fee, and no fee shall be charged to 
search for or retrieve any student’s files or records. 



 
P. Materials Required for Course Projects 
The district will provide students with the materials necessary to complete all basic curricular projects.  In 
courses where students choose to produce a project that requires materials beyond the basic materials 
provided by the district, the students will furnish the materials, purchase the materials from the school, or 
purchase the materials from an outside vendor with an order form provided by the school. 
 
 
PART TWO: 
 
Student Fee Fund 
 
Fees that are charged to students pursuant to PART ONE, subsections A.1, A.2, L, M and N shall be 
deposited into the Student Fee Fund and expended for the purpose for which they were collected from 
students. 
 
PART THREE: 
 
Waiver of Student Fees 
 
Fees that are charged pursuant to PART ONE, subsections A and C shall be waived for students who 
qualify for participation in the free or reduced-price lunch program under United States Department of 
Agriculture child nutrition programs. Actual participation in the free and reduced- price lunch program is 
not required to qualify for waivers in this section. All students shall be provided forms at the beginning of 
each school year, upon enrollment in the District, or at the request of the student, which provide the 
necessary information and permit the District to use this information to determine eligibility for fee 
waiver. Criteria for fee waiver will be the same as the criteria for participation in the free and 
reduced-lunch program. Application forms for fee waivers are available from each building principal. 
Once the school district has received a student’s completed fee waiver application form, and has verified 
the student’s eligibility, waiver of the fee shall be granted for the student. The district is not obligated to 
provide any particular type or quality of equipment or other material to eligible students.  
 
 
Adopted on:  July 9, 2018 
Revised on:  
Reviewed on: June 25, 2018 
 
 



Updated Jan 2004

Ralston Public Schools

STUDENT FEE WAIVER APPLICATION

NOTE:  Parents or students who desire to have student fees waived must complete this 

form.  In order to verify eligibility for the fee waiver, an Application for Free and 

Reduced Price Meals must be completed and submitted (unless already on file with the 

District).   Application for fee waiver may be made at any time; but must be renewed 

annually.  All activities for which a waiver is sought should be listed on this form.

Name of Student: _____________________________ School Year: ____________

School and Grade: ______________________________________________________  

Waivers are requested for the following activity or activities:

1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian: ________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________

Does this student presently meet the financial eligibility criteria for free or reduced price 

meals offered under the Child Nutrition Program:

Yes: _____ No: _____

Signature of Parent/Guardian:_____________________________ Date: ____________

Please submit this form to the Principal’s Office.
For Central Office Use Only

Application Accepted: _____ Application Denied: _____

Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date: _________________

Comments:



Updated Jan 2004



Revised 7/01/2023

Ralston Middle School Fee List

Fees Assessed:
Extracurricular Activity Fee: $20.00 $25.00
Lunch Prices: $3.05, Reduced Lunch: $0.40
Breakfast Prices: $1.95 Reduced: $0.30
Milk 8 oz: $0.50      Orange/Apple Juice 4 oz: $0.50
Lost/Damaged assignment notebook: $4.00
Lost/Damaged library and/or classroom textbook:  replacement cost 
Lost/Damaged clothing/equipment: replacement cost

Required clothing for PE and extracurricular activities
Select vocal music group attire: Maximum $185. 

Boys- Black pants, shirt, tie and black shoes.
Girls- Vests and shoes.

Gym Shorts and cotton T-shirt (Ralston Middle School offers RMS shorts ($10) $15 and RMS shirts ($10) 
$15 which are available in the office but not required.)
Towel
Rubber soled athletic shoes
Undergarments and socks appropriate for the activity.
Cheerleading $100

Optional Fees- not required
Ralston High/Middle School Activity Ticket-$50.00  
Extracurricular activities travel fee – Not to exceed $500 per event, 
Extracurricular activities admission – Maximum $5.00 per event
Physicals for 8th Grade Sports-$50.00
Ralston Middle School Yearbook-$20.00 $25.00
8th Grade Class Picture-$20.00
Student Picture Packages-$15-$25
Printed Clothing
Paperback books for personal ownership
Insurance policy for technology $15-$30 

Donations / Fundraising
Family Consumer Science for food and take home materials used in class-$15.00.
Industrial Technology for materials used in class that can be taken home-$15.00.
Art Supplies-$15.
As approved by Superintendent or designee.



Revised 7/01/2023

Ralston High School Fee List

Fees Assessed:
Extracurricular Activity Fee: $50.00 
Transcripts: Price for Graduates set by Parchment online order system $4.00;  
Current students are free of charge through Naviance
Summer School: $175 resident, $225 non-resident. Night School: $300 maximum / class.
Breakfast Prices: $2.50  Reduced: $0.30
Lunch Prices: $3.20 $3.15, Reduced Lunch: $0.40
Milk 8 oz: $0.50   Orange/Apple Juice 4 oz: $0.50
Replacement School ID : $5.00
Lost/Damaged library and/or classroom textbook:  replacement cost 
Lost/Damaged clothing/equipment: replacement cost

Required clothing for classes and extracurricular activities
Gym Shorts and Cotton T-shirt (PE) Undergarments 
Swimsuit (Swimming) Towel (PE and swimming)
Rubber soled athletic shoes Socks
FCS (Year 2 & 3): white shirt, black pants, black shoes, and socks
Medical Science Academy 1 & 2: Lab Coat and Scrubs
Automotive Academy: blue jeans, close-toed shoes, academy shirt 
Education Academy: business casual professional attire
SCUBA oxygen tank fee- not to exceed $40

Specialized Equipment or Clothing Specific to Extracurricular Activity 
Participation
Shoes appropriate for the activity Undergarments appropriate for the activity
Gym Shorts and Cotton T-shirt Athletic socks
Golf clubs, practice golf balls, tees Baseball glove / softball glove, bat(s)
Tennis racquet Protective gear (ex. soccer shin guards)
Choir: Up to $350 for competition shirt, pants, ties, dress, shoes and stockings

Optional Fees -Not Required
Ralston High/Middle School Activity Ticket-$50.00 Physicals for Sports-$50.00
Ralston High School Yearbook-$75.00 Parking-$5.00 $25.00

Graduation attire-$50.00 Student Picture Packages-$15-$25 
Printed Clothing
Books &/or consumable materials for personal ownership (ex. clay, wood, etc.) 
Extracurricular activities admission – Maximum $25.00 per event
Extracurricular activities travel fee – Not to exceed $4800 per event
Insurance policy for technology $15-$30 

Certification (Optional to student)
Red Cross Lifeguard certification $85.00
OSHA: $25
SCUBA certification-paid directly to certification provider

Donations / Fundraising
Cheer and Dance Uniforms: $1200 
As approved by Superintendent or designee



Revised 7/01/2023

Elementary Fee List

Fees Assessed:
Lost/Damaged library and/or classroom textbook:  replacement cost 
Lost/Damaged clothing/equipment: replacement cost
Lunch Prices: $2.70 $2.65, Reduced Lunch: $0.40
Breakfast Prices: $1.65, Reduced: $0.30
Milk 8 oz: $0.50 Orange/Apple Juice 4 oz: $0.50

Recommended Items Not Required:
Backpack
Water bottle
Towel / Mat for rest time (Pre-school)
Paint shirt

Required clothing: 
Select vocal music group attire: $25.00 
Rubber soled athletic shoes for PE

Optional Items Available for purchase:
Ralston High School Activity Ticket-$40.00
Yearbook-$10.00 - $20.00
Student Picture Packages-$6.50-$25
Printed clothing
Paperback books for personal ownership
Insurance policy for technology $15-$30 

Donations and Fundraising:
As approved by Superintendent or designee



Meal Price History

Breakfast
2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023

Elementary $ 1.50 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55 $ 1.55
Middle $ 1.90 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95 $ 1.95
High $ 2.45 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50 $ 2.50

Current for comparison 2021-2022  
Elementary Middle High

Bennington $ 1.70 $ 1.75 $ 1.85
Bellevue $ 1.75 $ 1.75 $ 1.75
OPS All CEP schools
Millard $ 1.55 $ 1.75 $ 2.00
Westside $ 1.70 $ 1.90 $ 2.05
Average $ 1.68 $ 1.79 $ 1.91

Ralston $ 1.65 $ 1.95 $ 2.50

Proposed 23-24 $ 1.65 $ 1.95 $ 2.50

Lunch

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023
Elementary $ 2.10 $ 2.15 $ 2.20 $ 2.20 $ 2.30 $ 2.30 $ 2.30 $ 2.45 $ 2.45 $ 2.50 $ 2.60 $ 2.60 $ 2.65
Middle $ 2.50 $ 2.55 $ 2.55 $ 2.55 $ 2.65 $ 2.65 $ 2.65 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 2.95 $ 3.05 $ 3.05 $ 3.05
High $ 2.75 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 2.80 $ 3.00 $ 3.10 $ 3.10 $ 3.15

Current for comparison 2022-2023
Elementary Middle High

Bennington $ 2.60 $ 2.90 $ 2.95
Bellevue $ 2.50 $ 2.85 $ 3.00
OPS All CEP schools
Millard $ 3.05 $ 3.25 $ 3.75
Westside $ 2.60 $ 2.95 $ 3.30
Average $ 2.69 $ 2.99 $ 3.25

Ralston $ 2.65 $ 3.05 $ 3.15

Proposed 23-24 $ 2.70 $ 3.05 $ 3.20
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