
NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
NOTIFICATION AND AGENDA

Meeting Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 9:00 AM
Meeting Title: State Board of Education Work Session Meeting and Notification and 

Agenda
Location: Nebraska Innovation Campus

Banquet Hall
2021 Transformation Drive
Lincoln, NE 68508

Web Streaming: Live web streaming will be available through the State Board of 
Education website: www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/

Agenda: Except for emergency items added at the time of the meeting, the 
agenda will not be changed less than 24 hours prior to the start of the 
meeting and any changes will be immediately posted on the website.

 The Board will attempt to adhere to the sequence of the published 
agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the order of items if necessary 
and may elect to take action on any of the items listed.

Interpreter: If you need interpreter services or other reasonable accommodations, 
please contact the Nebraska Department of Education at (402) 471-5059 
five (5) days prior to the meeting to coordinate arrangements.

Website: An electronic version of the agenda and support materials are available 
on the State Board of Education’s Agenda page: 
www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas.html

Lunch: On Thursday, September 1, 2022, if necessary, the State Board of 
Education may break for lunch at 12:30 p.m.  The Board may resume 
work on the agenda at approximately 1:00 p.m.

      

1. CALL TO ORDER (The Board will take a 45 minute recess at or after 12:00 p.m.)
President Koch Johns

1.1. Roll Call
President Koch Johns

1.2. Pledge of Allegiance
President Koch Johns

1.3. Announcement of the placement of the Open Meetings Act information
President Koch Johns

1.4. Meeting Protocol
Commissioner Blomstedt

http://
http://www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas.html


2. BUSINESS
President Koch Johns

2.1. Informational Work Session on Accountability
Lane Carr and Shirley Vargas
Informational Work Session on Accountability

3. ADJOURNMENT (11:00 a.m.)
President Koch Johns

The regularly scheduled meeting of the State Board of Education will reconvene at 9:00 
a.m. tomorrow in this room.



AQuESTT System of Supports: 
State Board Work Session

September 1, 2022

Dr. Shirley Vargas 
School Transformation 

Officer, Office of School 
& District Support

Lane Carr
Administrator, 

Office of Policy & 
Strategic Initiatives 



Objectives

• Share the policy context under which standards, 

assessment, and accountability are interdependent

• Briefly review the AQuESTT system of accountability and 

support

• Foreshadow Fall 2022 classifications and designations 

• Outline next steps for accountability beyond the 2022-

23 school year



The Links Between Standards, 
Assessment, and Accountability:

History and What it Means in Practice



The Historic Roots of Standards, Assessment, and Accountability 

● Response to Sputnik → National Defense 

Education Act (1958) 

● Response to Civil Rights → Elementary & 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965 

● “Rising Tide of Mediocrity” → Nation at 

Risk (1983) 

● Standards-Based Reform to Scale → No 

Child Left Behind (2001) 

● Greater State Autonomy → Every 

Student Succeeds Act (2015) 

Source: https://thelearninglandscape.org/accountability-standards-and-assessment/

Image: https://www.the74million.org/35-years-after-release-of-a-nation-at-risk-reagan-institute-to-hold-education-summit-surveying-a-generation-of-change/

https://thelearninglandscape.org/accountability-standards-and-assessment/
https://www.the74million.org/35-years-after-release-of-a-nation-at-risk-reagan-institute-to-hold-education-summit-surveying-a-generation-of-change/


Stop & Jot

Image: https://edtrust.org/resource/new-school-accountability-systems-in-the-statesboth-opportunities-and-peril/

Text: https://thelearninglandscape.org/accountability-standards-and-assessment/

● What are your reactions to the 

quick historical context 

provided?

● How does the image capture 

the interconnectedness of 

standards, assessment, and 

accountability? 

● How does an action taken on 

any one of these areas impact 

the others?

https://edtrust.org/resource/new-school-accountability-systems-in-the-statesboth-opportunities-and-peril/
https://thelearninglandscape.org/accountability-standards-and-assessment/


Stop & Jot

Image: https://edtrust.org/resource/new-school-accountability-systems-in-the-statesboth-opportunities-and-peril/

Text: https://thelearninglandscape.org/accountability-standards-and-assessment/

● What are your reactions to the 

quick historical context 

provided?

● How does the image capture 

the interconnectedness of 

standards, assessment, and 

accountability? 

● How does an action taken on 

any one of these areas impact 

the others?

● What are your reactions to the 

quick historical context 

provided?

● How does the image capture 

the interconnectedness of 

● How does an action taken on 

any one of thes

● e areas impact the others?

“The theory of action 

behind standards-based 

reform is to create a 

coherent policy structure 

linking academic 

standards, student 

assessments, and 

accountability for results 

to drive positive student 

outcomes.”

https://edtrust.org/resource/new-school-accountability-systems-in-the-statesboth-opportunities-and-peril/
https://thelearninglandscape.org/accountability-standards-and-assessment/


Nebraska’s Historical Context 

● Historical context of standards for 

content areas, statewide 

assessment and reporting, 

statewide accountability system, 

and school and district support

● Implications of federal and state 

law over time

● Ample stakeholder feedback and 

input in the development of the 

accountability system, AQuESTT 

Source: AQuESTT Timeline

https://aquestt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/AQuESTT-Timeline-2020.pdf


Nebraska’s Historical Context 

● Take 5 minutes to look through the 

document: 

○ Mark up with questions, things 

you lived through, or things you 

didn’t know 

Source: AQuESTT Timeline

https://aquestt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/AQuESTT-Timeline-2020.pdf


Nebraska’s Historical Context 

● Take 5 minutes to look through the 

document: 

○ Mark up with questions, things 

you lived through, or things you 

didn’t know 

● Discuss with a partner for 5 

minutes 

● Share out 

Source: AQuESTT Timeline

https://aquestt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/AQuESTT-Timeline-2020.pdf


“An accountability system is the set of 

policies and practices that a state 

uses to measure and hold schools and 

districts responsible for raising student 

achievement for all students, and to 

prompt and support improvement 

where necessary.”

Narrowing the Focus to Accountability 

Text & Image: https://edtrust.org/resource/new-school-accountability-systems-in-the-statesboth-opportunities-and-peril/

https://edtrust.org/resource/new-school-accountability-systems-in-the-statesboth-opportunities-and-peril/


Why do we need an accountability system?

● State and federal mandates

● Set standards for all schools 

● Ensure responsible use of taxpayer investment & 

focus funds for improvement 

● Expose and close achievement gaps among 

student groups 

● Create a framework for school improvement 



AQuESTT Framework



Classification + Framework for Improvement = AQuESTT

AQuESTT System of Support

Excellent

Great

Good

Needs Support to 
Improve



State Board Position Statement S2

● State Board establishes 

tenets and domains 

● Outlines definitions of 

○ Approval

○ Accreditation 

○ Accountability 

● Updated 2019

Source: https://www.education.ne.gov/policyreference/s2/

https://www.education.ne.gov/policyreference/s2/


AQuESTT 

A Quality Education System for Today and Tomorrow 

A system of accountability and support 

Source: AQuESTT Tenets

https://aquestt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020AQuESTTFrameworkandTenets.pdf


Which Laws Govern Accountability? 

Source: NRS 79-760.06, ESSA 

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-760.06
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf


Accountability Indicators 

Indicators

Status - Percent proficient on ELA and math (NSCAS 

for 3-8, ACT for 3rd Year Cohort) 

Progress - Growth and Non-Proficiency Reduction

Graduation Rate - Four- and seven-year 

graduation rate 

Progress Toward English Language 

Proficiency - English learners’ progress toward 

proficiency 

Chronic Absenteeism - Reduction in school 

chronic absence rates 

An indicator is a “...measure of 
gain in student achievement or 
element perceived to influence 

those gains. Provide parents and 
communities with richer picture

of school performance.” 

~CCSSO, 2017



Accountability Indicators 

● Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) - Federal education law 

which requires states to “meaningfully differentiate” schools 

to provide targeted and/or comprehensive support.

● Chart below matches current AQuESTT metric to the 

necessary ESSA indicator.



Classifications

Evidence-Based Analysis  +1 +0

Status (Percent Proficient): 4, 3, 2, 1 

30 %    Growth

15%



Priority Schools

Among the lowest performing schools 
AND demonstrate the greatest need to 
implement and sustain school 
improvement efforts

Comprehensive Support & 
Improvement (CSI)

• Lowest 5% of Title I schools 
• High schools with grad 

rates below 67%
• Consistently low-

performing student group

*Like in 2019, any school 
identified for ATSI/TSI may not 

be classified as Excellent

Targeted Support and 
Improvement (TSI) & 

Additional Targeted Support 
and Improvement (ATSI)

• Consistently low-performing 
student group

20

27 schools

3 schools

363 

schools

Classifications & Designations

Excellent

Great

Good

Needs Support to 
Improve



Nebraska’s Designation System - REVISED 

AQuESTT does not 

rank schools. As 

such, the NDE uses 

a filter-like process 

to identify CSI, ATSI, 

and TSI schools. 



Nebraska’s Designation System - REVISED 

AQuESTT does not 

rank schools. As 

such, the NDE uses 

a filter-like process 

to identify CSI, ATSI, 

and TSI schools. 



All Title I 

Schools

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Lowest quarter of Title I schools in 
any of:
● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Lowest quarter of Stage 1 schools 
in any of:
● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

From Stage 2, no fewer than 5% of 
the total number of Title I schools. 
Lowest schools from: 
● Chronic absenteeism

Schools 
identified for 

support

Comprehensive Support and Improvement: Elementary & Middle Schools 



All Public 

Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:
● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in ANY of:
● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:
● Chronic absenteeism

Schools 
identified for 

support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

Does the school 

serve at least 10 

students in the 

given student 

group? 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners



All Public 

Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:
● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in ANY of:
● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:
● Chronic absenteeism

Schools 
identified for 

support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

Are students in 

this student 

group meeting 

proficiency 

standards?

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

If these students 

are also English 

Learners, are they 

making progress 

towards 

proficiency?

Comparison 
Group



All Public 

Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:
● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in ANY of:
● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:
● Chronic absenteeism

Schools 
identified for 

support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

Are students in 

this student group 

at least growing 

toward 

proficiency? 



All Public 

Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:
● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in ANY of:
● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:
● Chronic absenteeism

Schools 
identified for 

support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

To what extent 

are students in 

this student group 

chronically 

absent? 



All Public 

Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:
● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in ANY of:
● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:
● Chronic absenteeism

Schools 
identified for 

support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners



Continuous Improvement vs. School 
Improvement

Continuous Improvement
Any school or instructional-improvement 
process that unfolds progressively, that 
does not have a fixed or predetermined 
end point, and that is sustained over 
extended periods of time. The concept also 
encompasses the general belief that 
improvement is not something that starts 
and stops, but it’s something that requires 
an organizational or professional 
commitment to an ongoing process of 
learning, self-reflection, adaptation, and 
growth.

http://edglossary.org/continuous-improvement/

School Improvement
Dramatic and comprehensive 
intervention in low-performing schools. 
Involves turnaround leadership, culture 
shift, instructional transformation, and 
talent development.

https://centeronschoolturnaround.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/CST_Four-Domains-Framework-
Final.pdf

http://edglossary.org/continuous-improvement/
https://centeronschoolturnaround.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CST_Four-Domains-Framework-Final.pdf


Tiered System for School Support 

Comprehensive 

Support and 

Improvement (CSI)

Priority 

Schools

Targeted Support 

and Improvement 

(TSI) 

All Schools 

(Excellent, Great, Good, and 

Needs Improvement)

Addt’l Targeted 

Support and 

Improvement 

(ATSI)

● Understand schools 

identified to receive 

additional support to 

improve

● Coordinate, 

differentiate, and 

intensify supports 

where needed



Federal Accountability Explained: CSI 

(ATSI)

⇒

⇒

⇒



Federal Accountability Explained: TSI, ATSI

Targeted Support & 

Improvement (TSI)

Additional Targeted 

Support & 

Improvement (ATSI)

A public school with 

one or more 

consistently 

underperforming 

student groups 

(2019, annually 

thereafter)

Any public school 

with one or more 

student group(s) 

performing at or 

below the 

performance level 

of students in CSI 

schools

Source: TSI/ATSI FAQs

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/FAQ-TSI_ATSI-Designation.pdf


Student Groups for Targeted Support and Improvement

● Black/African American

● Latinx/Hispanic

● Asian

● Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

● American Indian/Alaska Native

● Two or More Races

● White

● Economically Disadvantaged

● English Learners

● Students with Disabilities



Student Group Number of 

Schools 

American Indian or 

Alaska Native

16

Asian 12

Black or African 

American

65

Hispanic or Latinx 85

Multiple Races 25

White 36

Economically 

Disadvantaged

148

Students with 

Disabilities

274

English Learners 100

2019 TSI/ATSI Distribution 



Reflection 

● What is one new piece of information you 

gained about classification and designation? 

● What lingering questions do you have? 



Prepping for Fall 2022



Calendar Cycle 

FALL

AUG SEP OCT

WINTER

NOV DEC JAN

SPRING

FEB MAR APR

SUMMER

MAY JUN JUL

NSCAS 
Growth ELA & 

Math

NSCAS 
Science

ELPA 21

NSCAS - ACT

Teaching & 
Learning

Data 
Collection & 

Clean-up

FALL

AUG SEP OCT

Accountability 
Classification

Green = prior school year; Blue = current school year; Orange = next school year



Calendar Cycle 

FALL

AUG SEP OCT

WINTER

NOV DEC JAN

SPRING

FEB MAR APR

SUMMER

MAY JUN JUL

NSCAS 
Growth ELA & 

Math

NSCAS 
Science

ELPA 21

NSCAS - ACT

Teaching & 
Learning

Data 
Collection & 

Clean-up

FALL

AUG SEP OCT

Accountability 
Classification

Green = prior school year; Blue = current school year; Orange = next school year



Considerations: 

● We’re required to redesignate schools in 

the fall of 2022. 

● School hasn’t been “normal” due to the 

pandemic, and therefore, we need to 

consider an interim year before we 

stabilize. The transition back has been 

likened to a dimmer switch bringing us 

back rather than a single flip on. 

● Accountability cannot simply return to 

“normal” this year, specifically because 

of changes to indicators like summative 

assessment, removal of EBA, and chronic 

absenteeism as school quality and 

student success indicators. 

● The AQuESTT system has received 

significant criticism for its “moving 

target.” The NDE must move to a stable 

system as soon as possible. 

Fall 2022

Where are we now? 
What’s important? 



Fall 2022

Key Themes and Philosophy: 

● A Different Year Requires Different Accountability - This is a transition year for 

accountability. Fall of 2023 will result in a new classification/designation that 

will be stable.

● Resetting & Rebaselining -What do our data from 2021-22 tell us? Where do we 

need to focus? Which schools need additional supports? What student 

groups? What do we want to be true in 1 year - 3 years - 5 years?

● Focus on Schools Serving Students with Greatest Need - Accountability this 

year will provide a snapshot of student need as we’re emerging from the 

pandemic. 



Long-Term Adjustments



Long-Term Adjustments to Federal Accountability  

Where we 
are now

Where we are 
going



What’s in the Plan? 

• Section 1 - Long-Term Goals 

• Section 2 - Consultation and 
Performance Management  

• Section 3 - Academic Assessments 

• Section 4 - Accountability and 
Support and Improvement for 
Schools

• Section 5 - Supporting Effective 
Educators 

• Section 6 - Supporting All Students 



How NDE has Delivered on the ESSA Plan  

● Operationalized AQuESTT System of 

Supports 

○ Intensification 

○ Differentiation 

○ Focus 

● Focus on effective educators and 

equity-driven leaders

○ Nebraska Teacher and 

Principal Performance 

Standards (NTPPS) 

○ Nebraska Leadership and 

Learning Network (NLLN)

● Designated schools for improvement: 

○ 2018 - Comprehensive Support and 

Improvement (CSI) 

○ 2019 - Targeted Support and 

Improvement (TSI) and Additional 

Targeted Support and 

Improvement (ATSI) 

● Recognized need to build NDE’s 

capacity

○ Equity Officer 

○ School Transformation Officer 



Drivers for Change 

● Nebraska Student Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) -

Development of a through-year adaptive assessment to be 

fully implemented in the 2023-24

● Revision of Nebraska’s College & Career Ready Standards -

Raised rigor and expectations for students. 

● State Board Strategic Plan and Policy Changes - The 

Nebraska State Board of Education updated their strategic 

vision and direction in 2019, and instituted key philosophical 

changes to the AQuESTT system through a reaffirmation of 

position statement S2 

● COVID 19 - The impact of the pandemic across the state 

provides an opportunity to revisit key questions like “What’s 

important? What are student needs? How can we focus our 

work?” 

● ESSA Plan Clean Up - The current ESSA plan includes several 

elements that require removal, updating, or general clean-

up



LB154 - Discipline Reporting 

● Discipline rates must be publicly 

reported AND included in the 

accountability system 

● Keep close tabs on your 

discipline rates and tracking of 

the data 

● Still considering how to include 

in the accountability “system” 

Source: LB 154, USDE Office of Civil Rights

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=43960
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-discipline-guidance.pdf


Objectives

• Share the policy context under which standards, 

assessment, and accountability are interdependent

• Briefly review the AQuESTT system of accountability and 

support

• Foreshadow Fall 2022 classifications and designations 

• Outline next steps for accountability beyond the 2022-

2023 school year



Thank you!
Contact Us!

Dr. Shirley Vargas 
School Transformation Officer, 

Office of School & District Support

shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov

Lane Carr
Administrator, 

Office of Policy & Strategic Initiatives

lane.carr@nebraska.gov

mailto:shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov
mailto:lane.carr@nebraska.gov


1998

2000

LB 1228 passes: Quality Education 
Accountability Act – Academic Standards

August 2014
Accountability for a Quality Education 
System, Today and Tomorrow (AQuESTT) 
Framework Unveiled

2007 LB 653 passes: Statewide School Assessment 
and Reporting System

2012
LB870 passes: NePAS First Phase – NSBoE to 
Establish  Accountability System to measure 
performance of schools and districts

May 2014

January 2013 Nebraska joins ELPA 21 Consortia

July 2014

2011 LB637 passes: Postsecondary Institution Act, 
ACT Pilot Program

January 2015 Rule 10 Draft approved, including AQuESTT 
Tenets 

April 2015 AQuESTT Conference

2015 LB525 passes: Update Academic Content 
Standards every 7 years (versus 5)

2016 LB1066 passes: Accountability system added 
to Governor's Technical Advisory Committee

April 2020 NSBoE approves the Nebraska Teacher and 
Principal Performance Standards

June 2020 NSBoE issues declaratory order for rules and 
regulations during the COVID-19 pandemic

March 2020
USDoE approves ESEA waiver for statewide 
assessment, accountability, and reporting 
requirments due to COVID-19

LB 812 passes: Measurable Model Academic 
Content Standards for at least three grade 
levels 

LB 1157 passes: Statewide Assessment 
System; Technical Advisory Committee

2008

NSBoE adopts the Nebraska Career 
Readiness Standards

December 2011

First administration of Nebraska School 
Accountability (NeSA)

2010

Administration of School-based Teacher-led 
Assessment and Reporting System (STARS)

1999

President Obama signs S.1177 into law: 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

2015

NSBoE approves Nebraska College and 
Career Ready Standards for Mathematics September 2015

NSBoE adopts the Nebraska English 
Language Arts Standards September 2014

LB 1110 passes: Annual Classification of 
Schools

April 2018

NSBoE adopts revised Position Statement S2: 
AQuESTT

October 2019

Governor Pete Ricketts issues executive order 
for educational assessment waivers

April 2020

Nebraska’s Perkins Plan approved by NSBoE April 2020

LB930 passes: NDE to administer a College 
Entrance Exam instead of NeSA at the high 
school level

2016

Nebraska State Board of Education (NSBoE) 
Accountability Committee

2011

Nebraska Performance Accountability System 
(NePAS) Ranking of School Districts August 2012

NSBoE approves AQuESTT Classification of 
schools and districts March 2015

First AQuESTT Evidence-based Analysis 
(EBA) sent to schools and districts August 2015

NePAS Performance Classification Taskforce 
Established

2014

Administrators’ Days - NDE Day Listening 
Session on Accountability

July 2015 Administrators’ Days - NDE Day

July 2016 Administrators’ Days - NDE Day

January 2016 Priority School Planning

December 2015 AQuESTT Final Classification of all schools 
and districts

June 2017 Nebraska ESSA Plan public draft available

October 2019 Schools identified for TSI and ATSI notified

September 2017 NSBoE adopts Nebraska’s College and Career 
Ready Standards for Science 

Spring 2018 First administration of the Nebraska Student 
Centered Assessment System (NSCAS)

October 2015
Policy Partner Joint Statement on Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESEA)

October 2015 NSBoE Strategic Plan Request for Proposals

September 2016 FSG - Strategic Plan Draft Report

June 2019 NSBoE revises Strategic Vision and Direction 

2014

ONGOING:
Educational Service Unit Professional Development Organization (ESUPDO) Meetings
Nebraska Career and Technical Education Stakeholder Engagement
Technical Advisory Committee Meetings
Metropolitan Omaha Educational Consortium (MOEC) Sessions

Legislation 
and Policy

Accountability
Activities

Strategic
Planning

Stakeholder
Engagement

Legislation 
and Policy

Accountability
Activities

Strategic
Planning

Stakeholder
Engagement

LB697 passes: Extension of ACT Pilot 
Program

Sept/Oct 2014AQuESTT Public Policy Forums

June 2015NDE Internal Strategic Planning

October 2015NASB Fall School Board Forums - AQuESTT

October 2015
AQuESTT Raw Classification of all schools 
and districts

January 2016Selection of FSG – Consulting Partner for 
NSBoE/NDE Strategic Plan

December 2016NSBoE adoption of the Strategic Plan

March 2016 Assessment Vision and Plan

February 2016FSG - Strategic Plan Stakeholder Input

June 2017ESSA stakeholder survey

April 2016AQuESTT Conference

April 2017AQuESTT Conference

August 2017NSBoE authorizes and Governor reviews 
ESSA Pan

September 2017ESSA Plan submitted to the United States 
Department of Education

August 2016Priority School Plans approved

LB438 passes: Designation of no more than 
three priority schools based on school 
classification

March 2017 ESSA Stakeholder listening sessions

March 2018
AQuESTT Taskforce convened to align ESSA 
requirements and indicators

November 2018
AQuESTT Taskforce convened for additional 
indicators and position statement 

July 2017

Comprehensive Support and Improvement 
(CSI), Targeted Support and Improvement 
(TSI), and Additional Targeted Support and 
Improvement (ATSI) designation planning

July 2017ESSA Plan Consultation and Draft

June 2018Approval of Nebraska’s ESSA Plan 

December 2018CSI schools named

Nebraska’s Educational
Accountability Timeline

PAGE 1 OF 4

PAGE 2 OF 4

PAGE 3 OF 4

Legislation 
and Policy

Accountability
Activities

Strategic
Planning

Stakeholder
Engagement

PAGE 4 OF 4
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1998

2000

LB 1228 passes: Quality Education 
Accountability Act – Academic Standards

August 2014
Accountability for a Quality Education 
System, Today and Tomorrow (AQuESTT) 
Framework Unveiled

2007 LB 653 passes: Statewide School Assessment 
and Reporting System

2012
LB870 passes: NePAS First Phase – NSBoE to 
Establish  Accountability System to measure 
performance of schools and districts

May 2014

January 2013 Nebraska joins ELPA 21 Consortia

July 2014

2011 LB637 passes: Postsecondary Institution Act, 
ACT Pilot Program

January 2015 Rule 10 Draft approved, including AQuESTT 
Tenets 

April 2015 AQuESTT Conference

2015 LB525 passes: Update Academic Content 
Standards every 7 years (versus 5)

2016 LB1066 passes: Accountability system added 
to Governor's Technical Advisory Committee

April 2020 NSBoE approves the Nebraska Teacher and 
Principal Performance Standards

June 2020 NSBoE issues declaratory order for rules and 
regulations during the COVID-19 pandemic

March 2020
USDoE approves ESEA waiver for statewide 
assessment, accountability, and reporting 
requirments due to COVID-19

LB 812 passes: Measurable Model Academic 
Content Standards for at least three grade 
levels 

LB 1157 passes: Statewide Assessment 
System; Technical Advisory Committee

2008

NSBoE adopts the Nebraska Career 
Readiness Standards

December 2011

First administration of Nebraska School 
Accountability (NeSA)

2010

Administration of School-based Teacher-led 
Assessment and Reporting System (STARS)

1999

President Obama signs S.1177 into law: 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

2015

NSBoE approves Nebraska College and 
Career Ready Standards for Mathematics September 2015

NSBoE adopts the Nebraska English 
Language Arts Standards September 2014

LB 1110 passes: Annual Classification of 
Schools

April 2018

NSBoE adopts revised Position Statement S2: 
AQuESTT

October 2019

Governor Pete Ricketts issues executive order 
for educational assessment waivers

April 2020

Nebraska’s Perkins Plan approved by NSBoE April 2020

LB930 passes: NDE to administer a College 
Entrance Exam instead of NeSA at the high 
school level

2016

Nebraska State Board of Education (NSBoE) 
Accountability Committee

2011

Nebraska Performance Accountability System 
(NePAS) Ranking of School Districts August 2012

NSBoE approves AQuESTT Classification of 
schools and districts March 2015

First AQuESTT Evidence-based Analysis 
(EBA) sent to schools and districts August 2015

NePAS Performance Classification Taskforce 
Established

2014

Administrators’ Days - NDE Day Listening 
Session on Accountability

July 2015 Administrators’ Days - NDE Day

July 2016 Administrators’ Days - NDE Day

January 2016 Priority School Planning

December 2015 AQuESTT Final Classification of all schools 
and districts

June 2017 Nebraska ESSA Plan public draft available

October 2019 Schools identified for TSI and ATSI notified

September 2017 NSBoE adopts Nebraska’s College and Career 
Ready Standards for Science 

Spring 2018 First administration of the Nebraska Student 
Centered Assessment System (NSCAS)

October 2015
Policy Partner Joint Statement on Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESEA)

October 2015 NSBoE Strategic Plan Request for Proposals

September 2016 FSG - Strategic Plan Draft Report

June 2019 NSBoE revises Strategic Vision and Direction 

2014

ONGOING:
Educational Service Unit Professional Development Organization (ESUPDO) Meetings
Nebraska Career and Technical Education Stakeholder Engagement
Technical Advisory Committee Meetings
Metropolitan Omaha Educational Consortium (MOEC) Sessions
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LB697 passes: Extension of ACT Pilot 
Program

Sept/Oct 2014AQuESTT Public Policy Forums

June 2015NDE Internal Strategic Planning

October 2015NASB Fall School Board Forums - AQuESTT

October 2015
AQuESTT Raw Classification of all schools 
and districts

January 2016Selection of FSG – Consulting Partner for 
NSBoE/NDE Strategic Plan

December 2016NSBoE adoption of the Strategic Plan

March 2016 Assessment Vision and Plan

February 2016FSG - Strategic Plan Stakeholder Input

June 2017ESSA stakeholder survey

April 2016AQuESTT Conference

April 2017AQuESTT Conference

August 2017NSBoE authorizes and Governor reviews 
ESSA Pan

September 2017ESSA Plan submitted to the United States 
Department of Education

August 2016Priority School Plans approved

LB438 passes: Designation of no more than 
three priority schools based on school 
classification

March 2017 ESSA Stakeholder listening sessions

March 2018
AQuESTT Taskforce convened to align ESSA 
requirements and indicators

November 2018
AQuESTT Taskforce convened for additional 
indicators and position statement 

July 2017

Comprehensive Support and Improvement 
(CSI), Targeted Support and Improvement 
(TSI), and Additional Targeted Support and 
Improvement (ATSI) designation planning

July 2017ESSA Plan Consultation and Draft

June 2018Approval of Nebraska’s ESSA Plan 

December 2018CSI schools named
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	Agenda
	1. CALL TO ORDER (The Board will take a 45 minute recess at or after 12:00 p.m.)
	1.1. Roll Call
	1.2. Pledge of Allegiance
	1.3. Announcement of the placement of the Open Meetings Act information
	1.4. Meeting Protocol

	2. BUSINESS
	2.1. Informational Work Session on Accountability
	SBOE Work Session Sept 2022 Accountability
	AQuESTT-Timeline-2020


	3. ADJOURNMENT (11:00 a.m.)

