
Technology Committee Meeting
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 10:00 AM
ESU No. 3
6949 South 110th Street
Omaha, NE 68128 

1. Call to Order
Committee Chair 

2. Roll call
Committee Chair 

3. Agenda Item
Committee Chair 
3.1. DE2TAILS - Innovation Grant

David Ludwig/Scott Isaacson
3.1.1. Tech Plan

Scott Isaacson
3.1.1.1. ADVISER Update

Scott Isaacson
3.1.1.1.1. Single Sign On Portal Workgroup

Scott Isaacson
3.1.1.1.2. Dashboard Advisory Committee

Executive Director Ludwig
3.1.1.2. Doubline Partner Update

Scott Isaacson
3.1.1.3. Single Sign On

Scott Isaacson
3.1.2. SRS/AAP Technology update

Scott Isaacson
3.1.3. BlendEd

Scott Isaacson
3.1.4. NROC/EdReady

Scott Isaacson
3.1.5. SIMPL

Scott Isaacson
3.2. Approve Inventory - Hardware Disposal

Technology Director
3.3. Approve Brightbytes - 21st Century ESA

Executive Director Ludwig
3.4. OPEN Canvas LMS

Scott Isaacson
3.5. NITC Education Council Notes (Network NE)

Committee Chair 
3.6. Staff Reports

Committee Chair 



3.6.1. Scott Isaacson
Scott Isaacson

3.6.2. Beth Kabes
Beth Kabes

3.6.3. Rhonda Eis
Rhonda Eis

4. Next Meeting Agenda Items
Committee Chair 

5. Executive Session
Committee Chair 

6. Adjournment
Committee Chair 
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1)Executive Summary 

Project Manager Status Date 
 

Swathi Mall February 26- March 2, 2018 

Project Status 

Schedule G 
 

Green = Launch On Schedule Yellow =Tasks Behind Schedule Red = Critical Path Impact 

Project Status 

Budget  G 
 

Green = At or Under Budget Yellow = Trending Over Budget Red =EAC = Over Budget 

Hours Budgeted Hours Spent till date Comment 

120 51 42.5% of schedule utilized 

Total Budget Budget Spent till date Comment 

$19200 $8160 42.5% of budget utilized 

 

 

 

• None 

 

4) Completed tasks during this period 
 

• KT on dashboard architecture and general debugging tips 
 

• Not seeing student level data on dashboard 
 

• Table formatting issue 
                https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/11327758 
                https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/11529725 
                https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/11614037 

 

5) Progress Planned for This Week  
 

2) Key Schedule Milestone Tracking  

Priorty task list  Status /Comments 

1. Not seeing student level data on the 

dashboard/table formatting issue 

 

Fixed and Published to Production. 

2. Multidistrict users not able to select district 

dashboard to see from the dropdown list 

Deployment to staging didn’t fix the issue, another code 

integration and troubleshooting this week. 

3. SSO Login Issue and Troubleshooting DLP provided a troubleshooting document on 03/02. 

Need discussion with Scott from ESUCC and work on this 

issue by looking at production web-server log files. 

4. Displaying NWEA MAP scores in dashboard (was 

rolled in during summer but possibly causing 

other bugs, still untested) 

DLP is currently working on this. More information 

needed. 

3) Steering Team Escalation    
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• Single sign-on forces a re-authentication even if the user was already logged into the SSO framework/portal 
(moved from completed – more issues identified) 

 

• Multidistrict users not able to select district dashboard to see from dropdown list 
 

• Displaying NWEA MAP scores in dashboard (was rolled in during summer but possibly causing other bugs, 
still untested) 

 

• O’Neill dashboard access bug (could just remove the apostrophe from their name in the dashboard as 
workaround) https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/7744287 

 

• Absence calendar date range bug https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/6582963 
 

• SSO error displayed when hitting Log Off in dashboard https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/5007873 
 
 

• Attendance rates displayed are incorrect due to use of section attendance (all districts should be sending 
daily attendance now) 
https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/4498600 
https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/4339359 

  https://nebraska.jitbit.com/helpdesk/Ticket/4671018 
 
 
Notes: DoubleLine Partners is currently working on fixing the issues on priority basis as suggested by ESUCC and 
NDE. NDE technical team is working with DoubleLine Partners on a regular basis in fixing the Dashboard issues and 
training. 
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Created Date: 02/08/2018
Expiration Date:
Sales Order #:
 

03/10/2018
S-07816

Sales Order
Organization Name:
Organization Contact:

Nebraska Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council
David Ludwig

Bill To: 6949 South 110th Street
LaVista, Nebraska 68128
United States
(402) 597-4915

Prepared By: Brian Damman

This Sales Order (the “Sales Order”) is effective as of the Effective Date listed below between Nebraska Educational 
Service Unit Coordinating Council, with offices at 6949 South 110th Street, LaVista, NE 68128 (“Customer”) and  
BrightBytes, Inc., a Delaware corporation with offices at 717 Market Street Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94103 
(“BrightBytes”) and by signing this Sales Order below, Customer represents and agrees that it has read, understood, 
and agreed to all of the terms set forth in the BrightBytes Terms of Service, made available at 
http://www.brightbytes.net/privacy-policy-1/ and the BrightBytes Privacy Policy, made available at 
http://www.brightbytes.net/privacy-policy/, which collectively with this Sales Order form the entire agreement 
between BrightBytes and Customer (the “Agreement”).

The following are the applications and services that will be provided on the Clarity platform. 

Your term is for 12 months; the service start date (“Effective Date”) will be February 06, 2018 unless otherwise 
communicated.

Item Price

21st Century ESA $18,742.50 

Total: $18,742.50
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If Customer desires to pay by check: If Customer desires to pay via ACH or wire:
BrightBytes 
Payment 
Account 
Information

BrightBytes Inc.
Attn: Business Office
717 Market Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94103
Email: billing@brightbytes.net

Please contact our business office at 
billing@brightbytes.net.

Authorized By (sign)    (Print Name) (Title) Date   Purchase Order Number

Please remit signed proposal and purchase order by email to billing@brightbytes.net or by fax (877) 208-
5067.

This Sales Order is signed by duly authorized representatives of the parties and the Agreement is effective as of the 
Effective Date.

mailto:billing@brightbytes.net
























Technology Committee Update 

Scott Isaacson 

April 3, 2018 

Work Priorities 

1. AAP & SRS Code Upgrades 
2. Complete single sign-on (SSO) software and app launch portal software updates 
3. Integrate additional applications with the SSO framework 
4. Develop future hosting recommendations 
5. Invent future data ecosystem features 

DE​2​TAILS Project Plan 

A link to the live project plan is available here: 
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=0b7ad9d3aaa1499b8cbf9009b62ad07c 

Technology Infrastructure 

Data Privacy and Security Policies 

A meeting will be scheduled with the NDE legal team to agree on questions of data ownership. 
The goal is to develop aligned policies through districts, ESUs, ESUCC and NDE. 
 
The Future Ready Council Data and Privacy team has developed near-term goals of assessing 
needs and gaps in data privacy and security and then developing resources and supports to 
address those. These may take the form of template policies, best practice documents and 
professional development opportunities to address areas of focus. 

Hosting Infrastructure 

The NOC hosting and sustainability work group is evaluating options for future hosting needs. 
Options for hosting include an in-state approach cooperating among ESUs or commercial 
providers. Evaluation of Amazon Web services hosting is beginning.  Microsoft Azure and 
in-state options will follow. 

Single Sign-On (SSO) and App Launch Portal 

As of April 3rd, 244 districts and ESUs are listed in the production single sign-on framework. 
The Innovation grant includes work to enhance the portal and single sign-on experience. 
Updated portal software is in development and will be rolled out during the summer of 2018. 
 

SRS and AAP 

The SRS software has completed the ADVISER certification process with NDE.  Winnebago has 
begun publishing production data and 3 other districts will be next. A new feature was 
introduced which allows a user of SRS to enter the state ID of a new student and automatically 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=0b7ad9d3aaa1499b8cbf9009b62ad07c


populate student and parent data from the ADVISER data store. This raises the quality of data 
and reduces workload because data need only be entered once in the SIS and can be used in 
SRS without re-entering it.  When the pilot districts are in operation with ADVISER, the 
remaining districts will be scheduled. This spring, focus is on modernizing software further to 
incorporate and accomplish the 5-year plan being developed by the SRS advisory committee. A 
major update will be rolled out in July, 2018. 

ADVISER  

As of March 1st, fewer than 10 districts remain not publishing 2017-2018 data into the ADVISER 
data store.  Some of these are with a vendor who does not plan to become certified and are in 
transition to one of the certified vendors.  
 
DoubleLine Partners was contracted in February to address problems in the ADVISER 
dashboard application software: 

● Difficulty accessing the dashboard application due to data or SSO problems 
● Detailed data not displaying correctly  
● Access to multiple districts’ data for ESU users 

This work was accomplished through the work of both DoubleLine and NDE developers. An 
update to the SSO configuration of the ADVISER application is in progress and will be rolled out 
soon, while all other major issues were addressed with fixes in production already. An advisory 
group was formed to help set priorities for dashboard fixes and enhancements and to collect or 
develop training materials. Key leaders of this group are Craig Hicks, Tina Sauser and Matt 
Hastings. The advisory group will meet next on April 5th. 

Council for a Future Ready Nebraska 

The full council met in Lexington on January 31st. From the prior work and outcomes of the 
January meeting, goals have been finalized for each of the 7 areas (listed below) and a 
statewide digital learning plan is being drafted.  
From the vision document: “The Future Ready Nebraska Council provides intellectual and 
practical insights toward the development of Nebraska’s Digital Learning comprehensive plan 
for PK-12. This digital learning plan will build a coherent long-term strategy that sets directions 
and priorities, supports innovation, and provides resources to enable Nebraska educators and 
students to benefit fully from digital-age teaching and learning.” 
The Future Ready framework is helpful in discussing technology planning and useful for the 
council to discuss priorities in 7 areas:  

● Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment 
● Use of Space and Time 
● Robust Infrastructure 
● Data and Privacy 
● Community Partnerships 
● Personalized Professional Learning 
● Budget and Resources 



 

Learning Management Systems 

Work is in progress to evaluate a potential statewide solutions for LMS.  While continuing the 
current marketplace approach to LMS, evaluation of the open source Canvas software in New 
Mexico is in progress. ESU 19 is evaluating the system and may pursue implementing it for 
advanced users by the start of the 2018-2019 school year. Contracts between ESU 19, ESUCC, 
and RESPEC (the New Mexico implementer) may come before the ESUCC board in May, 2018 
to facilitate this deployment. 
  
 
 



 

 

 
Committee Report 

 
PROJECT NAME:  BlendEd and Distance Ed 

 

PROJECT DIRECTOR:  Beth Kabes 

 

REPORT PERIOD:  April, 2018 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT:   

BlendEd Committee meet on Fridays at 9 a.m. over zoom throughout the months of 

March. Discussion items include:  

March 23, 2018 - NewTech High, Admins and BE, Promotion, OER at ESUPDO, 
ADVISER, BetterLesson 

March 9, 2018 - OER, Kick-Off, 

March 2, 2018 - BE Kick-Off, BetterLesson, iNACOL 

 

 

BLENDED:  

 

Pilot 

• Visited in March: Broken Bow, Rock County High School 

o David Ludwig attended the Broken Bow visit to observe classroom 

teachers implementing blended strategies 

• ESU Coaches Monthly Meetings 1st Monday of each month 
o March 5, 2018 

• Cohort 2 – 2018-2020 

o BlendEd Pilot website: bit.ly/neblend 

o 15 schools/districts 

Garden County Schools 

Amherst 

Fairbury Public Schools 

Laurel-Concord-Coleridge School 

Valentine Public School 

Pierce Public Schools 

Pope John XXIII Central Catholic 

Diller-Odell Public School 



 

 

Wahoo Middle School 

Ogallala High school 

Sidney Public Schools 

Wisner-Pilger Public Schools 

Howells-Dodge Consolidated 

Humphrey Public School 

Crete HS 

o Plus 5 teams from Cohort 1 
Broken Bow 

Freeman 

Thayer Central 

CL Jones, Minden 

Shelby-Rising City 

 

• Dates for Summer training for Cohort 2 

o July 17, 2018 – Beatrice 

o July 18, 2018 – TBA (looking at West Point) 

o July 19, 2018 – Broken Bow 

o July 20, 2018 – Sidney 

 

 

Nebraska Portal  

• As the NDE staff and Double Line Partners continue to make progress on the 

functionality in ADVISER, there is also a great deal of Nebraska Cloud work 

being done by ESU staff across the state. On March 27, a group of ESU staff 

met in Kearney to create, configure, and populate portal tenants for schools. 

There are currently 176 portal tenants created for Nebraska schools (165) 

and ESUs (11) with more tenants created each week as the number is 

growing. Those attending the March 27 date were: 
  

Hopkins, Jim ESU 1 

McIntosh, Scott ESU 1 

Boell, Andy ESU 2 

Buggi, Dustin ESU 4 

Hall, Jamen ESU 6 

Hettenbaugh, Terri  ESU 6 



 

 

Ellsworth, Dan  ESU 7 

Sauser, Tina  ESU 8 

Needham, Gary ESU 9 

Cone, Ron ESU 10 

Wyatt, Alex  ESU 11 

Hicks, Craig ESU 13 

White, Walter ESU 15 

Engel, Melissa ESU 16 

Becker, Jonathan  ESU 19 

Isaacson, Scott  ESU CC 

 

 

Open Education Resources Project 

• OER Commons 
o OER Nebraska Hub: https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/nebraska 
o Implementation Team Meeting notes 

o #GoOpen Summit, June 11 in Council Bluffs and Kearney (satellite 

site)  

o BlendEd resources are being populated on the site 

o Population NDE State Standards are nearly completed  

 

Promotion and Professional Development of BlendEd 

 

DISTANCE EDUCATION: 

• Meeting for TLT – Distance Learning Working Group on March 28, 2018 

• NVIS is open for Course Enrollment Validation 

• NVIS DEU Applications window opens April 2, 2018 

• Website for resources and current information for DL 

 

ESUPDO: 

• OER was requested to present a break out for PDO 

 

AESA: 

• Blended and Personalized Learning Affinity Group – co leader of the group. 

Meeting March 14, 2018 



 

 

 
 
PROJECT NAME:  BlendEd Projects – Instructional Materials 
PROJECT DIRECTOR:  Rhonda Eis 
REPORT PERIOD:  April 2018 
 
Nebraska OER Commons 

• April 
o OER Advisory will continue to meet to: 

 Design workflow process and curation plan for collections 
 Identify OER working group and contributors 
 Create resource templates for users 
 Establish future timelines for training and work  
 Attending OER Advisory members: Beth Kabes, Rhonda Eis, Scott Isaacson, Deb 

Hericks  (ESUCC); Dorann Avey (NDE); Stuart Clark (ESU 1); Shara Johnson (ESU 
2); Molly Aschoff (ESU 8); Gary Needham (ESU 9); Peg Coover, Jason Everett 
(ESU 10); Craig Hicks (ESU 13); Linda Dickeson, Chris Haeffner (ESU 18) 

o NDE - create curriculum working groups and begin importing resources 
o SSO - final implementation stages 

• May 
o OER Awareness & Updates – May 9th PDO Breakout Sessions 

• Summer  
o Public release - visible as a Hub on OER Commons 

 
Nebraska Licensed Titles Update 

• 450 Nebraska Licensed Titles 
o 68 titles expire – 08/2018 
o 46 titles expire – 08/2019 
o 92 titles expire – 08/2020 (includes the Magic School Bus and Bill Nye Collections) 
o 244 titles with lifetime rights (R/Dates 2002-2013) 

• Available for streaming on Learn360 as Custom Content and/or part of Learn360 collections 
o 362 out of 450 titles available 

 173 – uploaded found as Custom Content 
 189 - Learn360 core collection – Visual Learning, Film Ideas and BECON Media 
 88 - not uploaded; lifetime rights with old R/Date (2003-2009)  

 
TLT Affiliate – Upcoming Meeting & Events 

• TLT Leadership Meeting – April 18 – Omaha (prior to NETA conference) 
• TLT Affiliate Meeting – May 8 – ESU 10 
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