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REQUIREMENTS FOR SANCTIONING OF 
EXTRACURRICULAR PARENT ORGANIZATIONS
The Board recognizes that extra-curricular activities provide important learning opportunity for students.  The Board adopts the OSSAA mission of promotion of important educational and cultural values, attitudes appreciations, and skills appropriate to all interscholastic activities, including high standards of good citizenship for both secondary school students and adults.

Board Policy will allow additional OSSAA activities to be parent sponsored and receive "school sanctioned" status.

Parent Organizations, including Booster Clubs requesting additional extra-curricular activities for students shall make application to the Board.

Applications and instructions shall be available at the District's Administrative Central Office.  The application and supporting documents will be accepted at the Central Office.  The application and supporting documentation will be the primary information used by the Board of Education to determine if the parent organization will be sanctioned.  However, all requirements listed in the Board policy and handbooks must be met.  The board and administration reserve the right to require additional information from the applicant if necessary to make an informed decision on the proposed activity.

Definitions

Sanctioned Activates - An extra-curricular activity listed on the OSSAA website and approved by the Board of Education and sponsored by a parent organization for Weatherford Public School students in grades 7 through 12.  Other activities not associated with the OSSAA may be sanctioned at board discretion. The sanctioned activity must be approved on a yearly basis.

Budget - Written estimation of costs and income for the school year.

Parent Organization - Watonga Booster Club or Group of parents with students attending WPS who have an interest in applying for and supporting a sanctioned activity.

Booster Clubs Official school recognized booster clubs with their activity accounts placed under WPS supervision.

Minimum Activity Fund Balance - Each organization shall have a minimum balance that shall cover yearly personnel costs and other fixed costs identified on the application.

Monetary Pledges - Written and signed letters of commitment to provide a certain monetary amount for the school year.

School Sponsor - WPS district employee who is the sponsor of the activity as required by rules of the State Board of Education

Letters of Intent - Written communication indicating that a particular student intends to participate in the proposed sanctioned activity.  Letters of intent shall include both student and parent/guardian signature. Letters of Intent may be waived by the board depending on the sanctioned activity.

REQUIREMENTS FOR SANCTIONING OF EXTRACURRICULAR PARENT ORGANIZATIONS (Cont.)
A. Application Requirements

Parent organizations applying for "Sanctioned Activity" status shall provide the following information to the WPS School Board:
1. Copies of letter of intent from the students and parent/guardians;
2. Proposed number of activities and or contests for the school year;
3. Proposed practice and contest schedule in relation to existing academic programs and athletic programs;

4. Proposed use of district facilities for activity participation;

5. Proposed transportation plan for practices and activities;

6. Proposed coaches'/parent sponsors and school sponsor;

7. Estimation of impact on existing programs and scheduling conflicts;

8. Fiscal impact on district operations;

9. Number and dollar amount of monetary pledges to support the program for the school year;
10. Copy of the Articles of Organization of Parent Organization or Booster Club; 
11. Information to assist in complying with Title IX requirement on proposed athletic sanctioned activities;
a. Number of male and female athletes at the school district site;
b. Estimate of number of male and or female students that will be added to the programs;
c. Number of male sports and number of female sports at the site (This information along with information supplied by the administration will be used to consider how the requested activity will affect compliance with Title IX requirements);

12. Method of promoting the proposed Sanctioned Activity to the applicable student body; and
13. Estimate of annual budget for the school year.

B. Parent Organization Management Requirements

1. All Sanctioned Activities of the district shall comply with the restrictions imposed by Oklahoma Law as well as all Board policies.
2. Sanctioned Activity leaders and student shall promote a positive relationship between the school and the community.
3. The Sanctioned Activity shall be managed and supervised by adults from the parent organization at all times.  Including but not limited to practices and formal activities.
4. By-laws and/or constitution shall include:
a. Parent Organization is separate from school district student organization
b. Names and addresses of Parent Organization Officers
c. Officer's Duties

d. Term Limits of officers

e. Purpose and goals of the Parent Organization

f. Parent dues structure, if any

g. Intended use of funds generated by the organization

h. Acknowledgement that the parent organization or booster club shall be responsible for the entire cost of the activity including personnel and all school policies will be followed.

i. Language clearly stating "No student shall be denied the right to participate in the activity because of lack of ability to pay or fundraise." 
j. Name of Parent Organization
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k. Language acknowledging that conduct of parent group or booster club may result in termination of the program

l. Dispute resolution policy includes:
i. Meet with the coach or sponsor, if no satisfactory resolution 
ii. Meet with the Officers of Organization, if no resolution then 
iii. The Superintendent of the School will mediate the issue.  The Superintendent's decision will be final.

C. Program funding and Financial Requirement of Parent Organizations

1. Parent Organization shall be responsible for the entire cost (including fixed costs for salaries) of the activity.
2. Failure to properly fund the sanctioned program will result in immediate termination of the program.
3. Program shall follow District Purchasing Procedures and all district policies.
4. Parent organizations shall maintain their sole activity account in the district activity fund and all monies shall be deposited and spend from the activity account in accordance with State Board of Education regulation that govern all aspect of activity funds.

5. Parent Organization and Booster Clubs agree to abide by all state law and regulations related to activity fund accounts.

6. District administrators will determine whether district personnel or the parent organization will operate and control gate receipts and other contest revenue.  Administrators will make the determination on whether parent organization sponsor has adequate knowledge of district activity fund regulations to perform those duties in compliance with district regulation.  If district personnel are assigned by the administration to perform such services, the parent organization shall be required to compensate the district for the expense.

7. All fundraising proposal shall be brought before the board of education and must be approved before beginning the fundraising activity.

8. Students shall not participate in fund raising activities during school hours.

9. The parent organization shall not use school materials, postage, or other supplies in fundraising activities.

D. Personnel and Volunteers

1. Parent organization or booster club is responsible for securing coaches or sponsors and replacing coaches or sponsors if necessary.
2. The individual coaching or sponsoring these outside activities shall meet all requirements of the OSSAA and WPS policies.
3. Coaches and sponsor shall meet the following requirements:
a. Pass and OSBI background check;
b. Demonstrate the desire and ability to respect students and parents;
c. Provide three letters of reference from community members;
d. Be approved by the Board of Education;
e. Sign a letter of understanding that behavior not representing the school district in a positive manner shall be grounds for removal from that position by school administrators;
f. Any compensation paid to coaches or sponsors shall be made through WPS payroll with funds from the respective activity account;
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4. If a sanctioned activity is scheduled at the same time as a school activity the proceeds from the gate and concession will be deposited in the activity account that normally operates the gate for that school activity.

E. Student Participation

1. Only student attending Watonga Public Schools will be allowed to participate in the sanctioned activities unless approved by the board of education.
2. All students wanting to participated in the activity and are eligible, shall be allowed to participate regardless of their ability to contribute financially to the program or their ability to assist with fundraising.

F. Student, Coach and Sponsor Behavior

1. All students, coaches, sponsors, and organization members shall follow applicable district policies including but not limited to policies prohibiting discrimination, bullying, hazing, harassment, and eligibility of students to participate in activities.  Hazing includes any action taken or situation created, intentionally, to produce, embarrassment, harassment, or ridicule.
2. District Administrators shall have the authority to take control of sanctioned activities if, in the administrators' judgement, the need arises.
3. Student involved in sanctioned activities shall be held to all WPS district rules, board Policies and regulations.
4. Parent Organization is required to enforce the tobacco free district policy at all practices and activities.
5. Students involved in Sanctioned Activities will be required to participate in and c00mply with the district student drug testing policy.

G. Transportation

1. The district may provide transportation to sanctioned activities based on the following criteria:
a. Cost to the district;
b. Available transportation that does not conflict with academic or school sponsored needs;
c. Availability of qualified driver.
2. The district shall not provide transportation to activities that are not associated with school activities over school breaks.
3. Transportation Driver Requirements
a. The parent group shall abide by the State Board of Education rules regarding transporting students in school transportation, including drivers shall complete training and are properly licensed to operate a school bus or other regulated vehicle.
b. District administration shall approve who will operate school and individual vehicles transporting students to approved activities.

4. Parent organization is responsible through the respective activity fund, for payment of drivers.
5. No sanctioned activities shall be scheduled outside the state of Oklahoma

H. Scheduling

1. Scheduling shall be done I accordance to OSSAA guidelines.
2. Parent Organizations shall make best effort to schedule activities in a manner that minimizes scheduling conflicts with other school-sponsored activities.
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3. All scheduling shall be approved through the WPS Athletic Director or site principal for non-athletic activities.
4. Activities shall be posted at least 30 days prior to the event on the school district website.
5. Any activity without written approval shall not proceed.
6. School Activities shall take priority over sanctioned activities if a scheduling conflict occurs.

I. Suspension or Termination of Sanctioned Status
1. If the administrator determines the approved organization or its coaches have failed to comply with the OSSAA regulation and/or WPS rules, regulations or board policy or does not represent the school in a manner consistent with the sanctioned rules, the board authorizes the administration to suspend the Sanctioned Activity, pending a determination by the board that the sanctioned status should be revoked.
2. Violation of the program rules, regulation and board policy shall be grounds for termination from the program.


